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LETTER QF TRAWNSMITTAL
Geneva, 1 October 1952

The Secretary-General of the United Nations
New York
Sir,

In anticipation of the Fforthcomling Genersl Assembly of the United Nations,
the Interrational Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross
Soceities have the honour %o communicate to you a fourth general report on
their work in commexion with the repatriation of displaced Greek children.

In sddition to describing the efforts of our two organlzaiions during the
past twelve months, this document reproduces the material data contained in
our three earlier annual reports.

It should be recalled in this context that the ICRC and the League concluded
thelr first general report, submitted as long ago as 2 Qctcber 1949, with an
expresglon of regret that, despite thelr repeated efforts, 1t had not been
poselble up.to that date to achieve a more impreséive practical‘resulﬁ in the
matier of the repatriatlon of Greek children.

Oh 9 June 1950, our two organizations sent you & telegfém stating that,
in their opinion, Snly the govermments concerned were in a position to make
effective action by the Red Cross, and hence a pwilft solution of the problem,
possible.

Irn thelr gecond genersl report, the International Committee and the League
stated that they were ﬁn&ble, by themselves, to proceed any fu;thér in
fulfilling their regponsibilities and stressed that, unless the indispensable
co-operation was - forthcoming from all the countries coneerned, they would be
oblliged %o relinquish the mission which they had accepted from the United Nations.
When it seemed that this éo-operation was assured, the ICRC and the League
continued their work. N

On 3 August 1951, however, the International Committee and the League

ccnsidered it necessary to acqualnt the Members of the General Assernbly, in a

sxec1aA memorandum, with the difficulties which had constemtly hampered and.

which still hamper,action by them.
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This memoramdum was included in the third general report of the two
organizations., In a letter of 17 Octcber 1951 accompanying this report, the
Committee and the lLeague poinﬁed out, lastly, that, unless significant new
developments supervened, they would have 4o reconsider whether, and under what
conditions, they could agree to & Tenewal of the misslon which théy had éccepted
in 1949,

Under the ﬁresent clrcumstances - as will be gathered from this fourth
report - we can scarcely hope that the difficulties encountered in the past
will'be removed in such a way that continued action by the Internatiomal
Committee amd the League will become immediately possible and useful.

Accordingly, congidering that they have now exhausted every possible ways
and means svalleable to them in seeking a solution of the problem of the
displaced (reek children (excepting the opportunities which may still occur
of repatriaﬁing Greek children living in Yugoslevia), the International
Committee and the League feel obliged, for the time being, to suspend their work
in this direction. The International Committee and the League nevertheleés
remaln ready to resume this work if and when the United Natlons -or the
governments concerned succeed in establishing ccuditions, at the govermmental

level, which will make practical action by the Red Cross possible and useful.

:They algo remein at the digposal of any of the governments concerned which may

wish to apply for their assistasnce in Preparing or carrylng out repatrlation.
' We should be most grateful if you would bg so kind as to bring this
communication to the attention of the Members of the Unjted Natlons General
Assembly simultanecusly with our report.
We have the honour to be etc.

For the Lesgue of Red Cross Societies For the International Committee of the
Red Cross

(Signed) Emil SANDSTROM, President., (signed) P. RUEGGER, President
——n g ) I i —
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FOURTH GENERAI, REPORT ON THE WORK (F THE INTERNATTONAL COMMITTEE
OF THE RED CROSS AWD THE LEAGUE OF THE RED CROSS SOCIETIES

PART I

(November 1948 - September 1949)

1. On-2T November 19&8, the General Assembly of the United Nations unanimously
adopted the following resolutionl recommending the return to Greece of +the
Greek children removed from their homes.

"The General Assembly

"Recommends the return to Greece of Greek children at present away
from thelr homes when the children, their father or mother or, in his or
her absence, their closest relative, express a wish to that effect;

"Invites all the Members of the United Nations and other States on
whose térritory these children are to be found to teke the necessary
measures for lmplementation of the present recomméndation;

"Instructs the Secretary-General to request the Intermational Committee
of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Socleties to
organize and ensure liaison with the national Red Cross organizations of
the States concerned with a view to empovering the national Red Cross
organizations to adopt measures in the respective countries for
implementing the present recommendation."

24 On 11 Jamusry 1649, thke Secrctsry-General of the United Katicns reqpested
the ICRC and the League to establish the necessary contacts, on the one hand
with the Greek Government end the Greek Red Cross, and on the other hand with
the Govermments and national Red Cross societies of the countries in which the
Greek children were living, with a view to ascertaining the means by which
effect might be given to that resolution.

3} The ICRC and the League agreed to carry out thet tesk and immediately

got into touch wilth the Red Cross societies snd Govermments concerned.

1/ Resolution 193 C(III).
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I. GREECE

L, Upon receipt of the necessary suthorizations from the Greek authorities;
a joint mission of the Internaticnal Commitiee and the Leegue visited Greece

from 10 February to 11 March 1949 in order %o study the problem.

5. We give below the report, dated 18 March’l9h9, of our delegates on their
migsion:

"The delegates made repeated contact with the Ministries of
Forelgn Affairs end Social Security at Athens, with the Greek Red
Cross and other organizstions slready sheltering refugee, evacuated
or orphened children, and with the United Nations Speclal Commitiee
on the Balkans,

' "The delegates were also received by Their Majesties the King
and Queen of the Hellenes who have this matier very mch at heart.

"The Greek Red Cross has drawn up lists based on the applications
received resulting from information published to the effect that the
United Wations and the International Red Cross would undertake the
repatriation of the Greek children.

"At the time of writing the present report, the delegates have
received 3,445 applications from the Greek Red Cross.

"It must nevertheless be expected that, owing to the very rudimentary
weans of spresding information in the isolated villages and hamlets from
which the great majority of these children come, meny applicatlicns will
continmue to arrive éfter the writing of the present report.

"For this reason, therefore, 1t seems that too short e time-limit
should not be fixed and that no date should be prescribed after which
the presentation of applications for repatriatioﬁ could be barred, and
this.regardless of the reason for the delay of the parents in presenting
an application,

"The liste received give the names of the children claimed by
their parents or near reletives. Each list is accompénied by photostat
copies of the applications, the originals being held by the Greek
Red Cross, _ |
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"These lists have been deposited by the delegates with the
International Red Cross at Genéva, which possesses the necessary
6rganizatién and gpecialized staff to make all reguisite comparisons
between the Greek 1lists and those furnished'by the reception countries,

"In this comnexion, the delegates consider i1t their duty to draw

’ attentlon to the fact that, in the light of investigations made and
information collected on the spot, i.e. in Greece itself, difficulties
of identification may arise. ;

‘“Some.of the evacuated children were very young when they were
separated from their families, They probably do not know thelr family
neme or the first name of their father or mother whom they sxmply called
"Daddy" or "Mummy", as children do throughout the world.

"Moreover, Oreéek language snd writing, the basls of.which is purely
phonetic, easily lend themselves to the deformation of neames. The use
of the first name alone, often with the addition of the fatherts First
name, makes the use of the Tenily neme less common in Greece than in the
French or English-speaking western countries. .

"Homonyms sre also very frequent; msny Greeks, for instance, have as
their first name Helen or Constentine, the diminutives of which have
infinite variations.

"Most of these childrenjcome from remote frontier villages and
hamlets isolated in difficult mountsinous country, Meany of them may be
illiterate, either because they are very youﬁg or because of their
reﬁoteneas from any school.

"Some of these young children will not know their ages, or will
perhaps not remember the Fixed abode of their family, events in Greece
having often led their parents to change their place of residence several
times in succession.

"It would therefore appear desirable that, in addition to.the
technical checking of the lists submitfed by elther side, investigation
and identification missions from the Intérqatianal Red Cross should go
to theAreception countries, accompanied by Greek interpreters chosen
by the ICRC and the League, with a view to examining on the spot cases
classed as "doubtful", with the co-operation of the national Red Cross
societies of those countries,
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"The delegates have receivéd the formasl writien assurance of the
Royael Greek Government, . through its Ministry of Foreign Affairs, that
no discrinﬁﬁaiory meagure of any kind would be applied to repatriatéd
children on account of their religious belief or ideology or. those of
their parents or for any other reason,

"The delegates received the forwal assurances of the Greek Red
Cross that it was perfectly capable of providing full shelter and
meintenance for the repatrieted children either directly or through
already existing Greek organizations,

"In parficular, refugee parents desiring to entyrust the keeping
and mainteance of their children to the specialized orgenizations
would be completely free to do so, free of charge, since.fhese
orgenizations possess the necessary material and financial means.
waever,,according to information in the hands of the Greek Red Cross,
most of the repatriated children will be returned to their femilies
direct.

"In the case of children to be entrusied to the care of the _
Greek Red Cross or other specialized orgenizetions, the food they will
receive will be eguivalent to & minimm of 2,700 calories per day, as
in the case of the children already sccommodated by these orgenizations.

"For your informstion, the delegates visited various childrents &
homes already operating under the control of the Greek Red Cross of other
ad hoc organizations at Saloniks, Lamis, Aihens, Aghios, Andrea, Castri
and Rhodes.

"Investigations on the spot indicated thet all the children enjoy
the fullest liberty, and ere accommodated, clothed and fed satisfactorily.
They are developing well both in height and welght, and receive constant
medical inspections and the\experienced care of nurses and specialized:
staff,

"Their studies are carried on under normsl conditions snd the
adolescents recelve vocatlonel treining, with practical courses
(sewing, weaving, shoemsking, cerpentry, mechanies, horticulture,
agriculture). ' ' :




A/2256
English
Page 10

"The parents of some of the children are thought to be in the
renks of the anti-Government groups or sentenced to internment or
impriscnment. No differmtial treatment is spplied to them and they
are in no way singled out among their comrades. '

"The children correspond regularly with their parents, who may
vigit them as often as they wish or withdraw thelr children from the
homes at will,

"With a view to accommodeting repatriates, 1t is planned to
organize homes for children and adolescents on the island of Rhodes for
about 4,000, on the island of Leros for about 5,000, in Crete for about
1,500, and to make use of various other exilsting childrents homes for
about 1,500, i.e., 12,000 children in all, In particular it is plamned
to set up a preventorium on the iglend of Santorini and if necessary
a childrents sengtorium, One of the delegates visited the buildings
available in Rhodes and found them entlrely satisfactory. These places
were chosen either on account of the possibilities already existing
for providing quarters or on account of the prevailing climete,

"In eddition, the Greek Government end Red. Cross from now on offer
to all internationsl Red Cross missions Full facilities and freedom of
movement o exercise & posteriori any inspections which may be desired
concerning the conditions of the ﬁatgrial and moral treatment of the
repatriated children. _

"Conclugions: Confining themselves strictly to the materiel point
of view and teking into account their own investigations and the
assurances and guerantees obtained on the.spot, the delegates feel
able to recommend the return to Greece of the Greek children at present
accommodated gbroad. h

"In addition, the delegates consider it their duty to draw attention
to the moral and affective consequences of the prolonged absence of these
children,
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"fhatever may have been the motives determining the evacuation

of these children, whatever their living conditions in the feception

‘countries may be, it nevertheless remains true thet they are separated

from their fathers and mothers and family ﬁomes, which nothing end no

one can replace,

"The parents themselves suffer from the absence of the children

and beg for their return,”
6. Since that mission, applicetions for repatriation from parents in Greece
have been collected and then addressed to our two organizations by the Greek
Red Cross. We have requested the (reek Red Cross to send us not only the
_origihal letters of thé parents but also in each case an index card giving
the essential information for the identification of the childrenm (names, first
names, year of birth, last residence in Greec, efc.). With the help of these
cards, our technical services in Geneva have esﬁ&bliahed an asphabetical card
index in which each case can be looked up very easily, The original applications
are kept separate. ,
T In the light of the experience gained during and after the war by the
#entral Agency for Prisoners of Wer, our two organizations thought it necessary
to ask for the list of children accommodeted in each reception country. In fact,
with a few rare exceptions, the perents do not know in which country thelir
children are to be found. With the aid of the above-mentioned card-index and
iT the names of all the children mccommodated outside Greece could have been
communicated to Geneve, the Internationsl Committee and the League would
have been able to draw up lists for each reception country of the children
claimed, by checking them with the'particulars received from Greece.
8., As the present report indicates later, up to the present the lists of nemes
reguested from the reception countries have not yet been sent to us, with the
exception of & list of 138 cleimed children at present In Czechoslovekie and
of lists of children who were in Yugoslavia and ﬁave for the most pert been
repatriated between 1950 and 1952, We have therefore been led to contemplate
enother parallel method. For this reason, in July and August 1949, we began
to make complete lists of all the applications received from Greece and to send
them to each of the countries accommodeting children. A first list of 5,060 names
was sent on 9 August 1949 to the Bulgerian, Hungarien, Romanian, Czechoslovak

and Yugoslav Red Cross Societies,
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IT. COUNTRIES OF RECEPTION OF GREEK CHTLDREN
A, ATBANIA

9. On 28 January 1949, the Intermational Committee of the Red Cross and the
League of Red Cross Societies wrote to inform the Albanien Red Cross at Tirens
of the réqyests they had Jjust received from the Secretary-General.ofrﬁhe United
Netions aﬁd ‘to enmounce the despatch to Albanis of o Joint commission of the
two organizations, requesting it to epproach the Albanien Authorities in order
that the necessary viéas_might_be granted, Theée visas were also requested
direct from the Albanian Government through diplomatic channels., The request
was confirmed by telegrem on 12 Februery end by letter dated 15 February 19k9,
emphasizing the need, in order to wake g preliminery study of ‘the whole

problem raised by the resolution of the United Nabtions General Assembly dated
27 November 1948, of making personal contacts with the National Red Cross
Societles of the countries concerned, In the absence df & reply from the
Albanian Red Cross, we informed it by telegram on 18 March 1959 of’ our iqtention {
of presenting In April a first preliminery report to the SecretarynGeneral

of the United Natlions, We therefore asked it, pending the sending of the joint
mission which we hed announced, to send us eny informstion it might have togetﬁgr
with its opinion on the problem of repatriation of the Greek children, to eneble
us to complete our first report. on 22 April 1949 we again informed it by
telegram that we had already received several thousand gpplications frOm'parents
desiring the repatriation of thelr children and we asked it to send us the list
of Greek children present in Aibania in order that, by means of the informstion
checking process mentioned above, we might draw up the list of those whose
return was requested. At the same time we récalled our fequest eonecerning

the dispatch of a joint mission of our two organizations.

10. In & letter dated 19 April which reached us in Geneva on 29 April 194g,

the Albanian Red Cross informed us that the question of -repetriation of Greek
children which was the subject of the Unifed—mations resolution no longer
concerned, Albania, in vieﬁ of the fact thatvthere were no longer any Greek

‘children in that country; such children as had been in Albania hed been transferred

to other countries in Central and South,East Europe who had shown themselves

disposed to receive them.
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11, On 25 August l9h9? we Iuformed the Albanian Red Cross that we had been
requested to send the Secretiry-Genzrsal of the United ﬁations, before
EO-September, 8 report on the whoie problem, for consideration at the next
session of the QGeneral Assenbly at lLake Success. _In order to be msble to
complete this report we asked them to be good encugh to give us some information
concerning the childfen.who had been in Albenia, in particular their names and

allocation to the countries %o which they had been transferred, B
B. BULGARTA

12, A joint mission of the International Committee and the League was
authorized to vielt Bulgeriae from 18 to 25 March in order'to study the problem.
13. We give below the report, dated 30 March 1949, of our delegate on this
mission: . |

"Al1l the Greek children in Bulgaria have been placed in the hands
of the Bulgarien Red Cross, which 1s responsible for lodging, feeding
and clothing them, in other words for looking after their welfare.
They are reported all to have crossed the Greco-Bulgarian frontier
direct, either singly or in small groups, so that none of them was
hended over to Bulgaria by & third Power, Howevef, this Immdgration
1s said to have almost completely ceased several moﬁths 850.

"On 15 March the number of children was 1,972, and included only
children between the ages of 2 and 16 years, a small number of whom
had entered Bulgaria in the company of their wothers or of adulbs.

"These children have been distributed in Bulgaria as follows:

SLIVON . s asevernnrannnsennioncssanssssnnennsnsnnss 270

Stars Z8E0T8.seseeriernasvussosonssasnnssasranesseldD

Burgas..........;................................. 99

BOtENErade . s vcasseecsnssonsesencnsascnnsonassnesfTO

KarlOW0 .t seeuneeasanesssnnsnsarsasnscssanasnaoness 5399

GOrno Panitscheref.ss.ieeersecsssveersarosnseessssdl’d

GoraZemen'll."..""l’-...‘.«'...O.'.'.D.ll..'.ﬂll 80
Total 1,972
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"As the Bulgarien suthorities had immediately given the delegate
full authority to visit all these reception centres, he selected the
two largest, those of Botengrad and Karlowo, as he had not time to
visit them all.

"l. Botengrad (visited on 20 Merch 1949} is situated approximitely
TO kilémetres from Sofia in the Balkan Mountains. It is a smallrcountry
town of between 10 and 15 thousand inhabitants, and the former barracks
on the outskirts of the town, almost in the open‘country, have been
adaplted since April 1948 for the reception of Greek children,

"The number of'children, originally 150, has steadily increased
and at the time of the visit there were 470 children between 7 and 16
years of age.

"The children are accommodated in large rooms, each conteining '
about 100 ircon beds with metal springs, mattresses, sheets and blankets.
Meals, which seem to be ample, are served in a very roomy dining hall.
The .centre has & permanent medical officer, and according to his state-
ments the state of health is excellent., Moreover, the children, who
were all vaccinated against typhus, give an excellent impression of
health, probably due in part to the very large open-alr playgrounds
vhich are provided for them,

"Their clothing is simple but adequate and only the problem of
shoes seems to have been more difficult 4o solve, as a number of
children wear rubber galoshes.

"A school with 8 classes has been set up. The staff consists
of 9 men and women teachers who have also come from Greece, chiefly
from Thrace, According to their statements, most of the children at
the centre came from the zone occupied by the !'democratic armies! and
their relatives who are still there - and who for the most part dre

themselves combatants - do not wish their children to be sent back yet,
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"2, Karlowo (visited on 21 March 1949). Thie centre is situated
at approximately 200 kilometres from Sofia, Here again former barracks
have been used since September 1948 to shelter Greek children. At the
time of the visit there were 687 children between 7 and 16 years of age
in addition to 15 mothers and 12 men and women teachers who are responsible
for their education.

. "The remarks made in connexion with Botengrad also apply to this
centre, |

"As stated above, the delegate had insufficient time to visit the
other reception centres but he has been assured that they are comparable
to, if not better than, the above-mentioned centres.

"Conelusions: IAccording to statements made to the delegate by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at Sofia, the Bulgarian Red Cross has
been instructed by the Bulgarian Qovermment to implement the General
Assembly!s resolution of 27 November 1948 regarding the repatriation
of Greek-children,

"The list of all the children in Bulgarie, which will be forwarded
by the Bulgerian Red Cross to the International Red Cross Committee at
Geneva at the earliest possible date ( for the use of the International
Red Cross), will so far as possible include:

"(a) Neme end first name of the child and his parents;

"(b) Year of hirth;

"{c) Ususl place of residence;

"(d) Last place of residence (place from which child came );

"{e) Childts present address (institution, orphensge);

"(f) Present address of child!s paremuts,

"In the case of children still unidentified, photographs will
be taken and cards prepared on which will be noted their.sex, approximate
age and apy other characteristic likely to facilitate identification
{colour of hair and’eyes, distingulshing merks, etc.)

"It will be possible to use this list, among other things, to
resssure parents regarding the fate of their children and, where necessary,
%o establish contact between children and their parents, for example by
Tamily messages.
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"It goes without saying thet if Greek children on being consulted
are unwilling to return to Greeece, this will in no way limit the right
of their parents (father apd mother) or nearest relative to claim their

repatriation,”
%% ¥

1k, 0On 10 June 1949, as the 1ist of Greek children in Bulgarie promised by
the Bulgerien Red Cross during this mission had not yet reached Géneva, the
International Red Cross Committee and the League of Red Cross Societies wrote

to the Bulgarian Red Cross to ask whether sufficlent progress had been made
with the preparation bf the 1list to enable i1t to say when it would be able to
send 1t to us. On that occasion we informed the Bulgarien Red Cross that we
had received a total of L,706 requests from parents for the repatriation of
their children, and recalled the'technical procedure of;cqmparisbn of particulars
for drewing up the list of children claimed, classified by their host countries.
During conversations which took place Guring the visit of the Secretary-Genersl
of the League of Red Cross Societies of Bulgaria in July 1949, the Bulgarian
Red Cross confirmed that the list would be forwerded +o Geneve. Difficulties
had heen encountered in compiling 1%, and it could not reach us before

15 September. On 9 August we informed the Bulgarisn Red Cross thet we had
noted this statement and thet, pending receipt of the names of Greek children
in Bulgarie, we had sent it on that date the first list of 5,060 children

for Whom'we.had receivead reqpests'af Geneva. The list had been drawn up, as
indicated sbove, from the cﬁrd index containing requests received from the

Greek Red Cross, In tramsmitting the list we expréssed the hope that the

first general list would enable the Bulgarien Red Cross itself to draw up a

list of children claimed who were in Bulgarie and that the repatristion of

these children might thus be hestened.

15. We took the opportunity agein to assure the Bulgarian Red Cross that we
were reedy to furnish our aessistance in the work of repatriation. We also
informed the Bulgerian Red Cross that we should have to submit a report to

the Secretary-General of the United Nations before 20 September 1949, in view of
the forthcoming session of the General Assembly, and that we.should appreciate
any Information it could give us regarding the problem of Greek children which
might be of assistance in drawing up our report. ‘
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15. On 26 August we asked the Bulgarien Red Cross, with reference to the
despateh of the above-meniioned list, whether it was in = poéition to inTorm
us of the results of its study of that document, and informed it that we were
ready to send a qualified representative to Bulgaris to discuss with the
Bulgarian Red Cr;ss the measures to be taken to organize the repatriation éf
the children referred to in the resolution of 27 November 1948,

'17. On 30 August the Bulgarian Red Cross, acknowledging receipt of the list
forwarded on 9 August, informed us that it hed initiated. en enquiry to
ascertain whether the list included the names of Greek children received in
Bulgaria. It added that it would communicate the results of the'enguiry o

us at g later date,
¢. HUNGARY

18. On 28 January 1949, the International Red Cross Committee and the League
of Red Cross Societles wrote to the Hungarian Red Cross in Budapest to inform
it of the request they had Jjust received from the Secretery-General of the
United Natioﬁs regarding -the problem of Greek children, and to request it to
approach the Hungarian authorities to secure the'necessary visas for a Joint
mission of the two international Red Cross organizations for the purpose of
meking contact with the Hungarian euthorities and Red Cross, The Hungarian
Government was elso requested directly through the diplomatic chanmel to supply
the visas The reques{ was confirmed to the Huﬁgarian Red Cross on 12 February
by telegram and on 15 February 1949 by letter, stressing the need for personal
contact with the National Red Cross and the authorities of the countries
concerned to carry out a preliminary study of the entlre problem raised by
Tthe resolutlon of the.United Nations General Assembly of 27 November 1948,

In the meantime, the Hungarian Red Cross sent us a reply dated 10 February,
recelved at Geneva on 23 February, informing us that the Hungarisn Red Cross
would be pleased to receive the delegation we proposed and that it had taken
the necessary steps with its Government to secure the visas., On 2 March

wé thanked the Bungarian Red Cross and requested it to inform us by telegram
a5 soonit as the visas had been issued. -Onv18 March we informed the Hungarian
Red Cross by telegram of our intention to submit = preliminary report to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations in April. We asked it, pending the

carrival of the Joint mission discussed in our preceding correspondence, to
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communicate to us any informatilon it might have and its opinion on the problem
of the repatriation of Greek children in order to supplement the first report.
On 29 March the Bungerien Red Cross replied that its Government had instructed

" it to pfepare & report on the repatriation of the CGreek children. Tt informed
- us thet it had immediately begun thie work and that it would do itg best to

ensure thaf the information prepared was ready as soon as possible. The
Hungarian Red Cross‘added that it would not fail to transmit its réport oh thie
subject to us as soon as-it was completed. '

19. In & letter thanking the Hungarian Red Cross for its last communication,

we informed it on 25 April that We.had already received fhousaﬁds of requesta
f;om parents geeking the repatristion of their children snd we.asked 1t to send
to us a list, with all the technical informatien reguired, of the_Greek children
then in Hungary to enable us tb draw up, by comparing the informetionm,

a list of those children who were claimed.

20. This fequest was confirmed in a letter dated 10 June_l9h9; 11 wkilch we teck
tre crrortunity uf Irferelirg the Etngarian Fed Crcms that our joint mission,

of which we had informed it in Japuary and February, had so far been able to

visit Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia. We asked it, with & view to

completing the preliminary study reqpested.by#the Secretery-General of the
United Natioms, whefher it could egain approach 1lte Governmenté +to enable our
Joint mission to also visit Hungary so as to make the necessary contacts for the
study of the problem in that country. ) '

2l. On 9 August we Informed the Hungarian Red Cross that we hed at that date
recelved approximétely 5,600 requests from parents requesting fhe repatriation
of their ochildren and we forwarded a copy of the first list of 5,060 names of
claimed children. In forwarding the list we expressed the hope that the
genefal listiwould enable the Hungarisn Red Crogs itself to prepare & list of
claimed children in Hungary and that the repatriation of the children would
thus be hastened.

22, We took the opportunity again to assure the Hungarian Red: Cross that we

were ready to furnish our assistance in this repatriation. We: further informed
it that we would have to submit & report to the Secretary-General of the
United Nationg before 20 September 1949 in view of the fortheoming asessicn of
the General Asseumbly and thet we would appreciate any infqrmation it might Pe
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able to furnish regarding the problem of the Greek children vwhich might be of
asglstance to us in drawing ﬁp our report.

23. On 26 August, with reference to the despetch of the list mentioned atove,
we asked the Hungerian Red Croes whether 1t was in a position to inform us of
the results of its study of the 1ist and informed it that we were ready to

send a qualified representative to thgafy to discugs with it the measures to
be taken to orgamnize the repatriation ¢f the children to which the resolution
of 27 November 19h8 refers.

24k, On 21 September the Hungarien Red Croes informed us that it had
Immediately proceeded to. compare our ligt of 9.August with the 1ist of Greek
children in Hungary. It pvointed out certain difficulties entalled in this
operation due to the fact that the names of the children hed been distorted
vhen tranéliteraﬁed into Roman characters. Thie sometimes made 1t nécessary to
interview children on the spot in the various reception centres., The

Hungarisn Red Csts stated that it-would communicate the results of this work
as soon as 1t was completed. In the same letter the Hungarian Red Cross
expressed certain reservations regarding the repatriation of the Greek
children even when they were claimed., In its opinion, all the children left
Greece et the request of their parents in order to be shielded from the evente
now taking place in Greece., The Hungarian Red Cross wag of the opinion that it
was contrary fo the humaniterian spirit of the Red Cfoss to have these

children repatriated, since in many cases thelr homes were destroyed,the parents
vere engaged in fighting or were in Prison, and their very lives were in
Jeopardy. The Hungarian Red Cross wag therefore a 1ittle sceptical as to the .
'authenticity of requests for repatriation and the freedom of decigion of which
they'wefe allegedly the outcome. I% begeed us to send it some photostat copiles
of the original applications.

D. POLAND

25. On 8 September 1949 the‘Secrétary-General of the United Nations informed

us that he had addressed to the Polish Government s comminication on the subject
of Greek children who had arrived on its territory in perticular as the result
of the tranafers of which our delegates were informed by the Yugoslav Red Cross
and which will be mentioned later. We therefore immediately wrote to the
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Polish Red Cross in Warsaw to Inform it of the task which had been entrusted to
us by the Secretary-General of the United Natlons under the resolutlon of
27 Novembe_r 19h8. We pointed out_that up to date we had received, in Geneva,
6,239 applications from parents claiming their children, and fnformed the
Polish Red Cross of the procedﬁre for comparing information from varlous sources
that we had thought heceasary tc adopt for the purpese of draﬁing up the lists
of children claimed, clasgified by receiving cduntries. Mbreéver on the same
date, we sent %o the Polish Red Crose the first list of 5, 060 names,
: expressing the hope that thet deocument would enable it already to drav up
independently the.list of cleimed children who were in Po].aw:l,,E and that thus
"1t might be possible to arrange for their repatriation. bee@ver, we pointed
‘ out tc the Polish Red Cross that we would be gled if 1t would?receive in
Warsaw a joint mission of the International Committee and the .League for =
Joint stu&y of the various matters connected with the repatri#tion of the
Greek children. Lastly; we Informed the Polish Red Cross thet we had to submit
a report to the Secretary-General of the United Fations in tiﬁe for the next
sesslon of the General Assembly, and that we should be glad” to receive any
.informatlon it could Bend us concerning the Greek children Which we could

usefully include in the report

E. ROMANTA

26. On the same date, 28 January 1949, the Tnternational Compittee of the

Red Cross and the Leagﬁe of Red Cross Societies wrote to the Romanian Red Cross
at Bucharegt announcing the sending of a joint mission to.make contact with it
. and thé_Rbmanian authorities, for the purpose offundertaking ﬁ preliminary
study of the problem of the rebatriation of the Greek children, as requesfed
by the Secretary-General of the United Wations. We begged thé Romanian Red
"Cross to get in touch with the Romanian authorities in order fo secure fhe !
_issue of . the necessary visas, Which had also been requested directly through
the diplomatic channel. That request Was confirmed by'telegram cn 12 February
and by & letter dated 15 February 1949, which stressed the need for personal
‘contact for the purpose of ccnducting the preliminary study. A communication
transmitted through the diplomatic chanﬁei and dated 17 Februdry indiceted thati
the_Romaniag authorities had stated that they were not in a position to lssue
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the visas required; sinece no commmication on the subject of the repatriation
of the Greek children had yet reached them from the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

27. On 18 March, we despatched a telegram to the Romanian Red Cross stating
our Intenticn to submit & first report to the cecretary-General of the United
Nations in April. We therefore requested 1t, pénding the arrival of the joint
mission of which we had informed it, to be so good as to send us all the
Information it migh{ have, together with its viewe, on the problem of the
repatriation of Greek children, to assist us in completing our first renort.

On 30 March, the Romanlen Red Cross informed us by telegram that it had
answered the International Committee and the League in wiiting on 2 March.

The ietter unfortunately'went astray and 4id not reach us. At our request, the
Romenian Red Cross telegraphed ite contents to us on 8 April. Tt requested us
to send as soon as possible the lists of parents who desired the repatriation
of thelr children in order that it might take the necessary steps in good time,.
In reply to that last communication, the Inmternstional Committee and the League
cabled the Romanian Red Croes on 22 April to inform it thet it was unfortunately
not possible Tor them to determine vhich of the epplieations received concerned
Romania. We therefore informed it of the procedure we considered the most
sultable for comparing information from various gources for the purpose of
draving up the list of children claimed, classified by'receiving countries. .
Consequently, we begged the Romanlan Red Cross to send us the complete list,
including all the information necessary for identifyling Greek chlldren in
Romenie. We took that opportunity of reminding the Romanien Red Cross of the
importance we attached to establishing direct contaet with it and 1ts Government
by sending & joint mission from the International Committee and the Leegue to
Romenie, The last part of the communication wasg confirmed in writing to the
Romenian Red Cross on 10 June. We informed it that up to that time our joint
mission had been able to visit three recelving countries: Bulgaria,
Czechoalovakia and Yugoslavia. In the letter of 10 June we asked whether the
Romanian Red Cross thought it was in a position to send us the list of children
vwhich we had mentioned in our telegram of 22 April.
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28, On 9 August we informed the Romenian Red Cross thet up ©o that time we had
received sbout 6,239 applications from parents requesting the repatriation of
their children, and we seut it a copy of the first list of 5, 060 nemes of
children claimed. In meking that communication, we expressed the hope that
that general 1ist would eneble the Romanian Red Croes .itself to draw up the list
of elaimed children who Were in Romania and thet thus the repatriation of those
children might be expedited.

29. We tock the opportunity once egain to assure the Romanien Red Cross that
we were prepared to assist it in arranging for the repatriations. Moreover, we
informed it thet we would have to submit e report to thg Secretary-General of
the United ﬁations before 20 September 1949 for the next sesaioﬁ of the

General Assembly, end thet we should be glad to receive any informetion which.
it might be able to provide concerniﬁg the problem of the Greek children likely
to ageist us in draﬁing up our report.

%30. Lagtly, on 26 August, referring to the sending of the list mentloned above,
we asked the Romenisn Red Cross ﬁhether it was in a position to inform us of

the result of its study of that document, and we steted that we were prepared
to send a qualified representative to Romania 1o discuss Wifh 1t the messures to
be -teken to organize ‘the repatriation of the children referred to in the
resolution of 27 Hovember 19h9 '

F. CZECHOSLOVAKIA

31. A Joint miesion of the Intermational Committee and the League visited
Czechoslovakia from 20 to 29 March 1040, We give below the report compiled on
30 March 1949 by our representatives at the end of their mission:

"he question of the repatriation of the Greek children was discussed
during three meetings held on'Qi, 23 and 26 March 1940 with the dirvectors
of the Czechoslovak Red Cross at Prague.

"Taking into account the facf that 1ts Government voted in favour
of the resolution on the repatristion of Greek chilﬂren adopted by the
United Nations: General Assembly, the Czechoslovak Red Cross declared
that it will comply with that resolution and will take measures for
utting it into effect. Althbugh not'empowered to make an official
declaration on this matter, it feels that 1t cen state that the
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Gzechoglovuk Government will also comply with the resolution which
it approved. |

"The Czechoslovak Red éross undertakes to draw up lists containing
the following particulars:

"(a) Surnames end first names of the child and its parents:

"(b) Year of birth;

"(¢) Usual permanent place of residence;

"(d) Last place of residence (place from which child came);

"e) Childts present address (camp, home, orphsnage);

"(£) Present address of child's parents.

™Mhe Greek children who have sought-refuge‘in.Czechosiovakia do
not come under the Czechoslovak Red Cross, and consequently, the lists
cannot be drawn up in sufficient time for submission to the delegates
before their departure. They will be éent to the International Red
Crose as scon a8 possible.

"As regerds tbe drawing up of the lists, the Czechoslovak Red
Crogs assumes full responsibility for their greafest possible aceuracy
without distinction as to creed or political opinion.

:"In drawing up those lists the Czechoslovak Red Cross will make
all ﬁecessary arrangements so that the Gréek childrén, when they alone
make the decision, shall be in a position freely to express their wish
to be repatristed. -

"The Czechoslovak Red Croes, and through 1t the Czechoslovak
Goverrment, have been informed that the lists éf Greek children which
it bad drewn up will be transmitted to the Inmternational Red Cross,
vhich w11l ccmpere them with those trenemitted by the Greek Red Cross
Wwith a view to the establishment by the Internationsl Red Cross of
final lists of repatriable children, classgified by host countries.

"The delegates have stated, on behalf of the International Red
Crogs, that the repatriable Greek children will remein under the control
of this institution until they have been returned to -their families
or to near relatives. The Greek Government and the Greek Red Cross

have given full assurances in this connexion.”
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%2, As the 1list of Greek children in Czechoslovakia issued by tﬁe Czechoslovak
Red Cross during this mission had not reached Geneva by 10 June 19&9, the
International Red Cross Committee and the Teague of Red Croes Sacieties wrote
on thet date to the Czechoslovak Red Cross %o inquire whether the work of
complling that 1ist was sufficlently advenced to emable it to.eﬂpte when it
would be in a position to eend,the 1ligt to our two organizatione; On - that
oceagion we informed the Czechoslovak'Red.Crose that we had so ﬂhr received
4,706 requests from parents for ‘the repatriaﬁion of their children, and we
reminded thils Society of the technical procedure of comparing the information
in order to draw up the list of children claimed, claesified'by;host‘countries.
33. On 9 August we again wrote to the Czechoslovak Red Cross iﬁforming it that,
pending receipt of the names of the Greek children in Czechoaloéekia, we were
gending the firat list of-5,060 names of children in respect of whom we had
received requests at Geneva.. As has been stated above, this list had been
drawn up from the index containing the reqppste Teceived from the Greek Red
Cross. In sending the list we expressed the hope that this general list would
enable the Czechoslovak Red Cross to draw up itself the list of children cleimed
vwho were in ¢zechoslovakia and in that way accelerate the repatri&tion of those
children. :

3L. We took that opportunlty once agein to assure the Czechoelqvak "Red Croes A
that we were ready to assist in this repatrietlon. Tn addition we informed

the Soclety that we would have to submit a report to the Secretery-General of
the United Nations before 20 September 1949 for submission at ihe next session
of the General Assembly, and that we would be glad to receive any information
which it might be able to provide concerning this problem of the Greek children
likely to assiet us in drawing up our report.

35. On 26 August, we referred to the despatch of the above-mentioned list and
asked the Czechoslovak Red Cross whether it would be in a position to inform us
of the result of the study of that document. We also informed it that we were
ready to- send & qualified fepresentative to Gzechoslovakla to dlscuss the
necessary meaeures for the organization of the repatriation of the children
referred to in the resolution of 27 November 10LS.

%6.. On 12 September, in reply to our letter of 9 August, the CZechoelovak

Red Cross sent us the names of 138 children in Czechoslovakia which appeared in
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ourlfirst list of 5,060 children claimed. We had previously been informed by
telegram of the despateh of this list. The Czechoslovak Red Crogs ended its
letter by'expressing the hope that this 1list of 138 names would contribute to
the solution of thelproblem of Greek children in'accordance with the terms . of
the General Assermbly resolution of 27 November 10k8. i '

37. We informed the Greek Red Crose in Athens by telegram of the receipt of
these 138 names Which we immediately communicated to the Greek Scciety. We
psked 1t what arrengements it proposed to maske to ensure the speedleat possible
repatriatidn of.those children and if it desired our assistence for that
purpbae. |

38. In ackndwledging recelpt of the Czechoslovak Red Cross communication of
12 Sepﬁember, we informed it that we had commumnicated the 138 names to the
Greek Red Cross and that we were fully prepared to glve our aseistence in the
repatriation of those children and of all repatriable Greek children who
might subsequently be ldentified in Czechoalovakia:

G. TYUGOSLAVIA

3G. After the steps taken by the International Red Cross Committee and the
Leggue of Red Crogs Societies in January, February and March 1949 through the
diplomatic channel and the approaches made to the Yugoslav Red Cross in
Belgrade, this latter instltution inforﬁed'us on 15 April that the Yugoslav
authorities were feady_to_receive our Jolnt misgsion which had been instructed
to examine conjointly with them and with the Yugoslev Red Cross Soclety the
problem of repatriating the Greek children finding themgelves in Yﬁgoslavia.
Accordingly, a joint'mission of our two institutlons visited that country
from 2-to 12 May 19#9 '

40. The report drawn up by our delegates on 22 May 1949 on their return from

their mission is glven below:
I. Total pumber
"pceording to the information received from the Central Committee

of the Yugoslav Red Cross, the total uuwber of children received 1n
Yugoeslevia 1s as follows:
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"(1) At the end of 1948: :

"1,692 children were in the homes of the Yugoslav Red: Cross,'

"8,908 children were living either with their parents,-or with
famllies, refugees like themselves, and settled in the territory of

 the People's Republic of Macedonia.

"Since 1 January 1949, 1,561 children have been trapsferred from
Yugoslavia to Czechoslovakia and Poland (the last of theseﬂmovementa
took place at the end of April 1949). On the other hand, & further
group of 153 children’ srrived in Yugoslavia on 2% April 19h9

"(2) At the end of April 1949:

"1,845 children were in the homes of the Iugoslav'Bed7Créss;-

"%,347 children were living with their parents or with Greek
-refugee faﬁilies.

"(3) When certain homes of the Yugoslew, Red Cross were visited
by the delegates of the International Red Cross (4 to 9 May 1949}, the
total number of‘children in the eight homeS‘established aﬁd menaged by

the Yugoslav Red Cross were as follows:

In Serbie Boys . Girls Total |
Bela (revs o8p 259 541 I
In Blovenia
St. Gora gh 88 172
Dutovlje | . 67 6k 131
8t. Via _ . 56 L2 o8
Okroglo  young children (2 to 10 years)-. 28
In Croatis
Crikvenigs 30% 216 519
Malinske 113 113
Zagreb 76 76 152 ,

Total 1,754
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"(4} @reek children who have passed in transit through

Yugoslavia (epproximate figures):

From April 1948 to Merch 19L49:

In tranglt to
Czechoslovekis
Hungery
Rouanis
Poland

3,550
3,050
6,400

500

Total 13,500

IT. Viaits to homes

L

.“The Yugoslav Red Cross spontaneously invited the delegateé to visit
" &ll the above homes and they made the following vielts:

"(1) RBela Creva: situated 110 km. east of Belgrade.

of the visit there were 543 children of 7 to 14 years and 40 mothers

and children of over 1l years in this home. The home is installed in

five bulldings (formerly the Municipal Building, Court, Militery
Academy, a privaete house and two barracke). These are large renovated

At the time

' buildings whose size and layout allowed of rational wse of the;premlses,

larege gardens snd parks available.

"(2) Crikveniga: situated 35 km. south of Fiume, The number of
The home is installed in four villas,

children is that indieated above.

surrounded .by gardens, of which two &re(by.the seaside. Beach available.
"(3) Okroglo: HNear Krenju: situsted 26 km. north of Ljubljansa.
The home holds 28 sickly or pre-tuberculosis children sged 2 to 10 who are

houged. in & large villae situsted on high ground.
this home which in future will draw from it the agricultural and dalry

Lend is attached to

products necessary for the feeding of‘the children and the administrative

' personnel.

"neneral observetions: The three homes visited gave a clear
impression of the effort wade by the Yugoslav Red Cross to adapt the

available premiseé for their present use. Large alterations had been

carried out In order to ensure verfect sanitation and the most gerupulous
cleanliness. Each child has & bed with first-rate bedding, and the
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facilitles for games emnable them to pass a large pert of-tﬁe day in the
open gir. Plentiful food prepared in the well-installed kltchens is
gerved to them in Bpacioue diﬁing-halls. Although their clothing is
moﬁest,‘the children have all the neeeesary clothes with the exception
of footwear, which might be improved.

"The childrents state of health 1s excellent in all reépects
and their vivecity is ¢loquent evidence of that fact. All the homes
are directly administered by the Yugoslav Red Cross but it hes
entrugted the reglstratlion and education of the children to the Greek
ataff which according to the statements made, accompanied the
children when they left Greece.

ITT. Results of the meetings between the
delegates of the Inteknational Red Cross
Committee end the League of Red Cross .
Societles and the members of the Yogoslav
Government and of the Central Committee
of the Yugoslav Red Cross.

"Upon arrival in Belgrade the delegates of the Internafional Red
Cross were very cordially receilved by the tiembers of the Ceﬁtral
Committee of the'Ihgoslav BRed Crogs. It was‘suggeéte& thetfthey should
make g tour'bf inspectien of the homes for Greek children. As they
were avare thet everything had been done to ensure the best possible
materiel conditions for the children, and in order to avoidiloss of
time, the delegates confined themselves to visits: to the bomes mentioned
under IT above.

"During these visits, the delegates of the International Red Cross
were unable to obtain informetion on the manher‘iﬁ which the children

- had been registered., None of the homes visited waS'able to produce to
them an admission register showing ‘the surnames, first nemes, and origin
of the children. All thelr requests for this informatien'mét with the
reply that the chief official in charge of Greek children in Yugoslavia
was responsible for the registration of the children, that they would
have an opportunity of meeting him at the Crikveniga Home and thet the
Yugoslav Red Cross, which had hed a standard card produced for the
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reglstraticn of tke children, tad nct yet received the 1lists of children
from the homes. During the visit to Crikvenlga, the chief off1oial
in charge of Greek children in Yugoslavia told the delegetea of the

International Red Croes that he had tranemitted all the lists of

children to the Greek Committee 'HElp'the Children', at Budapest, and
gtated that he was‘ready tc have the proposed régistration cards
filled in for the Yugoslev Red Cross.

"After those visits, and upon their return to Belgrade, the
delegates of the International Red Cross Commlttee and the league of
Red Cross Socleties held meetings with members of the Central Committee
of the Yugoslav Red Cross and at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
Yusoslav Red Cross, with which the first conversations were held,
stated that it was not able to carry out the requests mede to it for
the provision, as socn as they were in its bossession, of the 1lists of
Creek children in Yugoslavia. Furthermoré, owing to the fact that the
Greek Red Cross is in direct contact with the Yugoslav Red Cross, the
latter orgenlzstion expregsed the view that aetlon by the International
Red Cross for the repatriation of the Greek_children was not absoiutely
necessary. The Groek parénts would be able to apply direct to the
Yugoslav Red Cross which could undertake the reﬁatriation of the
children and could appeal to the Internatlonal Red Cross, if for
technical reasons, it was uneble to act alone. The Yugoslav Red Cross
ig ready to meet the requests for repatriation already received by
the Inmternational Red Cross provided that originals'or photostats of
such requests are transmitted to it.

"The Yugoslav Red Gross also stated that it would meke iteelf
respongible for the aggembling, transportation, and maintenance. of
the children and would also providé the seme facilities for children
crossing Yugoslavia to return to Greece.

. "The meetings of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs confirmed the
point of vyiew of the Yugoslav Red Cross regarding the lists of children.
‘The Yugoslav Government also considered that oommunicatlon of the lists

might lead to complications of all kinds, for instance it might oblige
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the Government to keep the Internationsl Red Cross informed cof the
movewent of children to other countries and that might give rise to
.misunderetandings. According to the Ministry, another possible
complication might arieeiif the names of the Creek children in Yugoslevis
were divulged, as knovledge of such names might lead members of the
Tfamilies to claim children whose mothers and fathers vere opposed to
the Greek Government in Athens. Lastly, the Yugoslav Government
considered that there was no reason why this firsgt contact -- vhich had
enabled the delegates of the International Red Cross to'vieit a certain
number of homes ~-- should be pursued, as the International Red Cross
bad been sble to convince itself of the welfare of the children and,
consequently, would be well able to reassure the parents,

"TIn reply, the delegates of the Inmternational Red Cross particulerly
gtresged the fact that the requests for the lists hed already been made
in & letter sent in January from the Secrctery-General of the United
Netions to the Yugoslav Government. Furthermore, the delegates of the
Internatlonal Committee of the Red Cross snd the league of Red Croms
Societies d1d not fail to stress the fact thet the lists requested, on
being compared with the reqpests recelved in Geneve, would facilitate
the drawing up of the list of c¢leimed children who were in Yugoslavia,

"Tn reply, it was stated thet there was force in thoge arguments
end that the problem would be reconsidered so as to submit a further
rEPOTtVtO the Yugoslav Government. However, the delegates of the
International Red Cross did not secure any undertaking or definite
Gssurance as regards further communications om this subject.”

k1. on 10 June 1949 the Intetrnational Committee of the Red Cross and the
League of Red Cross Societies wrote to the Yugzoslav Red Cross informing 1t
-that in addition to the- information which had been glven by cur delegates, we
had received by 10 June 19#9 (at Gemeva) 4,706 requests from parents desiring
the repatriation of their children. We also explained the manner in which we
proposed to draw up.the lists of children claimed, clageified according to
the countries of reception by comparing all particulars with those available

at Geneva, We asked the Yugoslav Red Cross whether the Yugoslav Government
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in accordance with the statements made to our delegates at Belgrade, had been
able to reconsider the problem and whether our technical procedure met with
its approval. o

42, At the end of June 1949, the International Committee and the Ieague
informed the Greek authorities end the Greek Red Cross of the view of the
Yugoslav authorities and Yugoslav Red Cross, namely, that it was not necessary
for cur two organizations to act ag intermedisries between Yugoslavia and
Greece and that the problem of +the reﬁatriation of Greek childrgh in Yugoslaevia
could be dealt with directly between the Creck Red Cross and the Yugoslav

Red Cross. On 3 August the Greek authorities suggested to us that this

direct contact should take the form of & meeting at Geneva between the
reﬁreseﬁtatiﬁes of the (Greek Red Cross and the . Yuggslav Red Cross. We
immediately transmitted this proposal o the Yugoslav Red Cross at Belgrade
and, on 30 August 1949, 1t replied thet it did not see the need for such a
mee%ing, as by virtue of the obligetions assumed by the Yugoslav Government
towards the United Nations, the Yugoslav Red Cross had agreed to return the
children claimed by their ﬁarents. Tt added thet the Greek Red Cross could
transuit to the Yugoslav Red Cross the parents! requests which had been
addressed to 1t.

43. The contents of this last letter were transmitted to the Greek authorities
and to the Greek Red Cross.

hh. On 9 August we sent the First list 6f 5,060'names of Greek children for
whom we had receivgd requests at Geneva to the Yugoslav Red Cross and again
assured 1t that we were entirely'at its service if 1t considered that the
asslstance of our two organizaﬁions was necessary for the repatriation of the
children. | ’ _

L5. ©On 29 August we referred to the despatch of the above-gentioned list and
agked the Yugoslav Red Crose whether it was in a position to inform us of the
results of their study of‘that documént. We also.in%ormed it that we had
written to the Red Cross Societies of the other countries of eentral and
southeastern Europe, in which Greek.children Wwere alsc being kept, informing
them that we were ready to send qualified representatives to discuss with them
fhe néceésary measures for the organization of the repatriation of the children
referred to in the resclution of 27 November 1948. We assured the Yugoslav

Red Crosg that we were of course ready to send a delegaté for thie purpose
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if the meetings with the Greek Red Cross (referred to above)‘w%re not to take
place in the near future. i

WA, Wa aldn informed LU Llul we wuula.haVe Lo submlt & reportﬂto the Secretary-
General of the United Nations hefore‘EO_Septemberrl9h9-in time;for the next
session of?the Ceneral Assembly and thet we should be glad to %eceive eny
information which it could furnish‘concerning this prohleﬁ 6f #hﬂ Gréek
children'ﬁQich'would'be 1likely to assisf-us in drawing up our Eéport.

7. on 9 éeptember the Xﬁgoslav'Red Cross apologized for the %elay in replying
to our letters of 9 and 29 August and informed us that this wah due to the fact
that it Was not in rossession of the particulars concerning the Greek children
in Yugoslavia, as the names were in the pospeasion of theuGreek teachers 1in
charge of the children in the homes. Tt informed us that none of the names
entered in the lists in those homes appeered in the list of 5,060 children
which we had sent. The Yugoslav Red Cross pointed out further that some of

the names seemed to be similar but that this could not be held to constitute
definite identification.
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PART II
{(October 1949 - September 1950)

418, Om 18 November-19h9, the United Nations General Assembly, having regard
among other things, to the abovementioned facts which constituted the essential
features of the first general report submitted by the International Committeé'of
the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Bocleties, adopted a new resoluticné/
on the repatriaetion ofldisplaced Greek children, reading as follows" |

"The General Assembly,

"Noting the report submitted by the International Committee of
the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Socidties on the question
of the repatriation of Greek children, and expressing warm
appreciation of the efforts made by the two internafibnal Red Cross
organiZaﬁions to facilitate the implementation of General Assembly '
resolution 193 ¢ (III), '

"Woting that %he Greek children have not as yet been returﬁed
to their homes in asccordance with the resolutidn of thE'General |
Asgembly, and recognizing the néceséity of further efforts [for the
full implementation of this resolution,

1. "Instructs the Secretéry—General to reguest the International !
Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Crosgs. Societies

to continue their efforts in this humanitarian causc and to lénd
them all appropriate assistance in carrying out their task;

2. "Urges all the Members of the United Nations and other States
harbouriﬁg the Greek children to make all necessary arraengements,

in consultation and co-operation with the international Réd Croas
organizations, for the early return to their homes of the children
in accordance with the.afOreméntioned resolution;

3. "Trvites the .international Red Cross organizations to report

to the Secretary-General, for the informabion of the Members of

the United Natibns, on the progress being mede in the'implementation
of +the present resolution".

%/ Resolution 288 B (IV). ) X
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LS. At the end of 1949, mere than a year aftér the United Nations Ceneral
Assembly had adopted its first resolution on the repatfiétion‘ofﬂthe displaced
Greek éhildren, none cif the chii&ren.had yet been returned to their families,
in spite of all our efforts. ,
5C. In view of this situation, we decided in January 1950 to invite
represéntativés of the Greek Red Cross and the Red Cross Socleties of The
receiving countries to a meeting at Geneva to re-examine the whoie problem.
The Invitations were sent out on 20 Jgnuary for meetiﬁgs to he held"on 9 and 10
March. In view of its previcuz statements, the Alvanian Red Crose was not
invited. Ve did,-however, ask the Polish Red Croés to participate, thiﬁking that
it might provide useful assistance in settling the matter.
51. TNone of the Red Cross Socleties of the receliving countries sent
representatives to the proposed conference.
52. The only Sociely to attend was therefore the Greek Red Cross, and the
occasion thuslassuﬁéd the ngture of a meeting for exchenge of information bewween
that Society and the international Red Cross crganizations. ‘
53. Reéolved, in splte of that Tailure, to continue our efforts, we again
approaclhed the Rad Cross Sbciétiee cf the }eceiving countries at the end of
March. Two guestions might be asked: ‘

(a] Ylere those Red Cross Societieé and the authofities of thelr

countries still in favour éf the -principle of repatriation itself?

(b) If 8o, what conditions would they like to see fulfilled to

enable repatriation to take place as rapidly as possible?
54, We did not wish to excludé the posaibility of adapting our methods of work
ko the individual desires of each of the receiving countries, and we informed
the Red Cross Socleties concerned te that effect. We should say, Immediately
thet we addressed question (a) only to the Hungerian Red Cross, convinced that
we were Justiiied in dolng so by tThe persistent éilence it had weintained In
face of all our requests. On the other bhand, the replies received from»other
Red Cross SécietiEs, and our relations with some of them, led us to the
conclusion that they did not contesi the principle of repatriation itself.
55. 'In practice,; our apneals differed slightly abcording to the Red Cross

Society to which they were addressed,
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A. (REECE

56. The Interngtional Committee snd the League continued to receive through the
Greek Red Crosgs applications for repatristion submitted by parents in Greece.

Early in 1950, after several of the recelving countries had indicated that 1t was

very difficult for them to carry cut the work of identification accuratellen‘the
basls of the lists hitherto drawn up in Latin characters, the Committee and the
League requested. the Greek Red Cross jtself to dvaw up lists ¢f the chiidren
claimed in Greek characters sc as to facilitate the search for the children and o
avold the errors which arose when names were roughly transcribed, as sometimes was
the case. BSince then the Red Cross Societies of the recelving countries have
received photostat coples of these Greek lists together with the lists in Latin
characters which the Internationgl Committee and the Léague have c0ntiﬁﬁed to
transmit to then,

B, ALBANTA
*{+  The previous statements of the Albanlan Red Cross and the sllence it had
maintained sindce having made them induced us to refrain from inviting it to the

March meéting and from sending it the letter which, after that meeting, we sent to
the other Red Cross Socleties, |

C. BULGARTA

58. The Bulgarisn Red Cross had declined our invitation on grounds which involved

the Greek and Yugoslav Red Cross Societies. It had stated, however, that it was

" prepared to enter into direct negotiations with the League and the Committee.

59. 1In replying to the Bulmerien Red Cross, we sald how much we regretted that it
had considered itself bound ©o refrain from sending representatives to the
conference of 9 ard 10 March, ' , . |

60. . We noted its desire for direct collaboration and, on 26 April, we informed it
of our intention %o serd a representative to Sofia to work together with it and
the Bulgarian authoriﬁies in seeking a practical solution to'the problem of the
displaced Greek children in Buigaria. We did nét therefore address question (b)
to the Bulgarian Red Cross, leaving it to our wrepresentative to do so in the

coursge of conversations. .
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61, By cablegram of 30 June, the Bulgarien Red Cross informed us &hat our lists
contained "innnmerable errors and inaccuracies", that the work of checking the-
lists which it bad begun would therefore take considerable time, and that
consequently a vieit from our representative would be premsture. |

62. 1In reply we said, alsoc by cablegram,'that we were exXtremely desirous of-
assisting the Bulgarian Red Cross in its work, and that it seemed to us that an
early visit by our representative would be useful for that purpose,

63. At the sarme time we repeabed our request‘fer & Bulgarian vise already
submitted In April,

D, HAUNGARY .

64, The Hungerian Red Cross had not replled to our invitation,
65. We sent both guestions, (a) and (b), but received no reply.

\ E - POI&AI\TD

66.. The Polich Red Cross had not replied to our invitation.
67. It seemed to us that in view of its prev1ous statements, there was no point
in writing 1o 1t after the meeting.

F.. ROMANIA

68. The Romanian Red Cross had poiﬁtea out that the inspection of the lists we had
transmitted to it, which was being conducted by its officers, was not yet.
completed., - .

69, 1In the letter we addressed to it on 30 March we asked question (b) end at the
same time offered to assist in the technical work of idemtificetion by sending a
representative, N _ _

TO0. On 29 Juns, the Romanian Red Cross informed‘us tkat it had so far not found
.on our 1lists the name of any CGreek child in'Romaﬁia. On the other hand, it had
cbserved thai geveral of the reguests for repatrigtion vere ﬁdt‘fqrmulaied in
accoriance witﬁ The deciasions of the United latlons Generel Assembly:  in many
cases, the clogsest relatives resided in the territory of one of the Eastern
European peOple's republics and could not be the authors of the requests

. concerned,
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TL. Replylng to our question (b), the Romenisn Red Cross stated that, before any
consideration of the problem of the repatriation of the displaced Greek children,
1t‘was in its opiﬁion necgssary to settle the future of the Greek refugees on
whose behalf the International Committee had launched an appeal in September 1949,
and thet of the tens of,thbusands of chilﬁren living.in Greece without homes and
without attemtion,

T2, In our reply to this letter on 14 July, we recalled the formal assurances
as to the conditions_of'reception of the repairiated children which had been
recelved by the special mission we semt to Greece in Fetruary 1949, We also
pointed out hbw we regarded the continuance of our efforts to securs early ‘
repatriation as jﬁstifie& by the hope and imp?tience displayed by most of the
parents with whom the two members of ocur last special mission to Greece had been
gble to get in touch in Mﬁy.
73. HNoting with vegret the difficulties encountered by the Romanian Red Cross
in 1ts work of identificatilon, we repeated cur offer of technicallassistance by

roposing to send a representative.
G. CZECHOSLQV&KIA

Th. Tt will be remembered thet, after having recelved from the Czechoslovak Red
Crogs g 1list of 138 Greék'childrep ldentified in Czechbslovakia, ‘the International
Red Cross had reguested authorizétion for cne 6f its representabives to go %o
‘Prague to study the means of repatriation together with the Czechoslovak Red Cross.
75. During our representative's conversabions with the Czechoslovek Red (ross atb
the end of February and the begiﬁning of ' March 1950,.the_Czechoslovak Red Croes
rolnted out that the requests for fepatriation had not been received directly by
the two international Red Croés organizations, but merely transmitied by them,
and that, conéequently, before agreeing to consider the technical problem of
repatriation, it had fo request certain guarantées. Tt wisghed to recelve:
(1) For each child, an authentic document fully establishing identity;
(ii) For relafives who signed & reguest for repatriation:
(a) An authentic or duly legalized document establishing thelr
identity, thelr degree of relationship to the child or children
claimed aﬁd, in the cese of relatives not parents, giving the

reasons for their action;




A£/2236
English
Fage 38

(b) A declaration by them certifying‘thaﬁ they made their request
freely and not under pressure of any threat or compulsion; '
{1ii)The assurance on our part that the repatriated Greek children and

their relatives would not be subject of any proceedings whatsoever.
76. When We.invited 1% o the meeting of 9 and 10 March, the Czechoslovak Red
Cross replied that, so far as it was concerﬁed, it did not consider it necegsary
to send a representative of the meeting, since 1t had had the oﬁpdrtunity of
expressing its point of view to our representative. .Anxious tb do everything to
secure the repatriation of the identified children as rapidly as possible, we
communicated ﬁhé conditions laid dovm by the Czechoslovak Red Cross to the Greek
Red Cross, and came %o an agreement with the latter that e special mieeicn ghould
be sent to Greece to obtain the documents requested, At the beginning of May,
two representatives left Geneva for Athems. During several weeks' travelling inm
Greece they got in touch with the signatories df the reguests for repatrlation,
and talked %o most of theﬁ personglly without the.presence of any third party ’
other than a Swiss interpreter, With.the mssistance of the local fegistratiOn
authorities they werglable to obtain the certificgtes of identity and.relationship
requested'by the Czechoslovek Red Cross,
T{. As soon as our special misglon returned, our staff worked at compiling
individusl dossiers based on the documenté brought back from Gréece. 7
78. Om 26 June, we ssked the Czechoslovek authorities for entry visas for two
representatives whom we wished to send to Prague to e#amine.theSe 138 dosslers
with the Czechoslovak Red'cfoss end then to study the technicel aspects of the
repatriation of those children - the great mgjority - In connexion with whom no
objection could in future be raised. §J

¢

3/ This paragraph, taken from the report submitted to the Secretary-Genersl
of the United Nations on 18 September 1950, gave rise to misunderstaendings
vhich the ICRC snd the League wilsh to remove, By sending g mission to
Greece in May 1950, the ICRC and the Ieague exceeded the conditions laid.
down by the Czechoslovak Red Cross, The mission personally contacted the
signatories of the applications for repatriation, whenever this was
physically possible, In. most cases the documents reguested by the
Czechoslovak Red Cross were obtained., The ICRC and the ILeague accordingly ‘
expressed the view that the great majority of these 138 children were
eligible for repatristion, Up to the present time they have received no
precise informetion from the Czechoslovak Red Cross which would lead them

' to alter this view.

I\
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79+ We informed the Czechoslovak Red Croses of our application.for visas, and
recuested it to approach the Czechoslovak authorities in support. By a letter
of 17 July, thak-Society‘informed‘us.that it had taken the necessary steps. At
the same time, it asked us %o send 1t the 138 dossiers we had complled so that
it could exemine them before our representatives arrived, congidering that such
previous study “would facilitate the proposed negotiations and at the same time
simplify the wbrk as a whole",

80, On 22 July, we replied by cablegram to the Czechoslovak Red Cross, saying in
particular: "We thank you for your action. e consider that the oral
commentaries of our representgtives are gbsolutely necessary to facllitate gnd
expedite the work of your steff in examining  the documents collected relating
to the 138 children". We also begged the Czechoslovak Red Crozs again to
support our applications for visas, )

81, On 24 July, the Society replied to us as follows: '...we refer you once
more to our letter No, 23998 of 17 July 1950, in which we asked you to send ug the
material relating to identifilcation, the previous study of which would, we
presume, facllitate the personal negotiatioﬁs. We algo draw youf attention to
the fact that all the responsible officials are at. present on holiday, and the
representatives of the League and the International Committee would have no
Opportunlty of submitting their comments to the competent authorities”.

82, On 1 August, we sent the following cablegram: ", ..since you assure us

that would hasten the settlement of the problem, we have decided to send you,
through the Czechoslovak legation in Berne,the documents relaﬁing to the
138,Greek'childfen for preliminery study by the Czechoslovak Red Cross, on
which‘hencefOrth g reeltive and rapid solution of the case of these children
will depend. We still regard the comments of our representatives as extremely
desirable, We confirm thet these representatives are prepared to go to Prague
as socn as the visas we have requested are cbtained,

83. On 5 August, therefore, we sent ﬁhese'documEnts to the Czechoslovak Red
Cross through thé_Czechoslovak Legation at Berne.
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E. YUGOSTAVIA

84, By cablegram of 28 February, the Yugoslay Red Crosas, while acceptlng our
inv1tation in principle, hed expressed the wish that the conference 'should glso
include in 1% study the problenm of reunlting children Jin other East Furopesn
countries with their perents who were refugees In Yugoslavia and vice versa.
We replied that the sgenda could be extended to cover thet problem. ‘ .
85. Since, in the end, the Yugoelav Red Cross did not send a representative on
9 and 10 March, we wrote to it on 30 March expressing our regret and addressing
to it question (b), At the same time we enquired what results had so far been
obtained from the direct liaison 1t had deslired to form with the Greek Red Cross.
We subseguently leasrned from the ieiter that no progresg had been made in that
direction, |
&6, On 23 JUne, referring to the statements made by 1ts repreeentetive gk
the meeting of the Executive Committee of the league last Mey on the restoration
me thelr parents of children vwho were parted from them, the EUgoslav Red Cross
communicated to the League the condltions 1t wished to ses fulfllled before
~proceeding to repatriate the sixty-three children whom it had identified,
together With 1tes suggestions with regard to the practical means of such
repatriation,
"According to resclution 288 B (IV) of 18 November 1949 of the
United Nations Genersl Assembly, the repatriation of Greek refugee
children should be effected through the Lesgue of Red Cross Societies
and’ the Red Crescent.
"As a first condition the Yugoslav Red Cross requested'that the
League of Red Cross Socisties should obtain the guarantee of the Greek
Government that the chlldren would be immediately and directly
restored to their parents W1thout being kept in camps, homes or .other
assembly centres. .
"The Greek Red Cross should transmit the following doouments‘
through the Ieague of Red Cross Societies to the Yugoslav Red Cross:
“"(a) The written request of the perents, confirmed by the
competent ‘authorities, for restoratiOn of the child to thenm
through the Greek Red Cross. ,
- "(b) The certificate of relationship, confirmed by the competent
authorities, |
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"The reception and restituticn of the chilldren would be cerrled out
at the Yugbslaﬁ-Greek frontier in the presencé of representatives of the
League, the Greek Red Cross end the .Yugoslav Red Cross, and of a .Greek
doctor and a_Yugoslav doctor, |

"The record of_réception and restitution would be signed on the
spot by the members of the Commission.

"The stabtements by the parents thet the children had been restored

to them, duly corroborated by the competent Greek authorities, would be trans-
~mitted to the Yugoslav Red Cross through the League of Red Cross
Socletles as early as possible",
87. The Yugoslav Red Cross abtached to its letter = 1list of the 63 identified
children., '
88. After reaching sgreement on the matber with the International Committee, the
League acknowledged the receipt of this letter to the Yugoslav Red Cross, It
also informed the Greek Red Cross of the contents, pointing out that it hed
Torwarded the pr0posals‘to the International Committee and requesting the Greek
Red Cross to let us know ag soon as possible what it thought of them,

89, On 19 August and 10, Octcber the Greek Red Cross informed us that 1t
. accepted the conditions imposed by the Yugoslav Red Cross, which we immediately

notified accordingly,

90.- By a cablegram of 25 August, we requested the Greek Red Cross to send us as
goon g8 possible the certificates of relationship requested by the Yugoslav

Red Cross.,
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PART IIT
(October 1950 - October 1951)

1. On l‘December 1950, upon the conclusion of its debate on the repatriation of
digplaced Greék children, fhe General Aséeﬁbly of the United Natlons adopted a
new resolution =/ the text of which is as follows: '

"The General Asgembly,

"Noting with great concern, the reports of the International Committee
of the Red Cross and the Léague-of‘Red Crosg Societies and of the
Secretary-General, end particularly the statemé;t that tnot & single Greek
child has yet been returned to his native land and, except for Yugoslavi&,
no-country harbouring Greek children has taken definite action to comply

with the resolutions unenimously adopted in two guccessive years by the

General Assembiy',

"Recognizing thet every possible. effort should be made to restore
the children to their homes, in a humanitarian gpirit detached from
politicael or ideological congidergtions, ‘

"Expressing its full appreciation of the efforts made by the
Internatioﬁal”Committeg of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross
Societies and by the Secretary-General to impiement General Adsembly
resolutions 195 ¢ (ITI) and 288 B (1v),

1. Bequests.the Secretary-General snd the International Committee

of the Red Crose and the League of‘Red Crosa Societlies to cbntinue

their efforts in accordance with the aforementioned resolutione;

"2. Urges all States harbouring the Greek children to meke all. the

neceséary arrangements, in cqfoperation'with the.Secjetar&—General

and the international Red Croas organizations, for the early return
of the Greek childreﬁ to their parents and, whenever necespsary, to
allow the internstional Red Cross orgenizations free access to their

territories for this purpose;

M 'Resolution 582 ¢ (V).
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"3, Esteblishes a Standing Committee, to be composed of the
representatives of Peru, the Philippines and Sweden, to act in
consultation with the Secretary-General, and to comsult with the
representati%es of the States concerned, with a view to the early
repatriation of the children; .
", Requests the Internatlonal Committee of the Red Cross and the
League of Red Cross Socleties to co-operate with the Standing Committee;
"5. Requegts the Secretary-General to report frow time to time to
Member States on the progress made in the implementation of the
present resolution, and requests the internetional Red Cross
organizaetions and the Secretéry-General to submit reporta to the
General Assembly at 1ts sixth sesslon.
92. The International Committee of the Red Cross and the Lesgue of Red Cross
Soeleties had been informed on 10 November of the general tenor of the terms of
the dreft resolution which was to be submitted to the General Assembly. At thet
time, our two-organizations-did not lkmow exactly what the sponsors of the draft
resolution intended the functions of the prdpased Standing Commitiee to be. The
ICRC and the League duly informed the Secretery-Generasl of thé United Netions by
cable that, whlle realizing that the object in establishing the new body appeared
to be lergely to give effect to the conclusione of their second general report of
18 September 1950, yet, in view of their speéial position and in the interests of
their work, they considered. it epsentinl that they should ccnsult with the
Committee, as soon as it was establlshed with & view to reachlng agreement on the
division of their respective Tunctions and responsibilities in order to avoid any
confugion or overlapping. ’
-95. :By letter deted 21 Kovember, the ICRC arid the league were informed that the
spousors of the draft resolution hed, indeed, proposed the esteblishment of the
Standing Committee In order to provide our two Drganizations‘with the asslstance
requested by them in their last report. The-intention was that the Committee ?ould
be essentially en advisory body st the disposal of the Becretery-General of the
United Nations, whose efforts it was to assist. We would, of course, be kept
regulerly informed of its activities end plens, snd hence there was no reason to

fear the confusion or overlapping we were anxious to avoid.
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9k, On 6 December 1950, the Secretary-General of the United-Netions eommunicated
to the Committee and the League, for their information, the text of the
resolution adopted by the General AsseMbly.(

95. On 12 and 16 January 1951, the Cormittee and the League informed the
SecreteryeGeneral ‘that they were prepared to continue to co-operete with a view

to contributing to the solution of the problem of the displaced Greek children.
A. YUGOSLAVIA

g6. It may be recelled that, in'a letter dated 23 June 1950'-the Yugoslev Red
Cross, besides transmitting g list of sixty-three Greek children identified by 1t '
in Yugoslavia, informed ug of the conditions whlch it felt ought to be fulfilled
before Troceeding With their repatrlation. )

97.' On 6 October 1950 the Greek Red Croes, to whicﬁ the list had been tranemitted,
Torwarded to us the clvil agtatus documents asked for in redpeect of .thege sixty-
three children. '

98. After the Yugoslav Red Cross had, by telegram of 25 October, expressed the
wish to repatriate the flrst perty ‘promptly, we acted upon its reguest andteent a
representative to Athens who wes able, early in November, in agreement with the
Greek Red Crose, ‘to make the necessary arrangements for the reception of the
children and to meke praotlcal arrangements, in accordence with the instructions
“he had received for euperv1eing the return of the children to their families.

99. On 8 November 1950, the_ihgoslav Red Cross sent us a second list of Greek
children identified by it in Yﬁgoslavielf The list contained 17k names, sixty
three of which were alresdy known to ug. J

100, We immedlately'trenemitted the 1iet to the Greek Red Crose to'eneble it to
agsemble the requisite civil status documents forthwith. '

101. Om 20 Tovember 1950, the Yugoslav Red Cross informed us +that an unspecified
number of Greek children identified by it could be repastriated on Baturday,

25 November, at Termelna Banja, a place in Yugoelav1e near the Greek frontier to
which our representetive and the Greek meﬁbers of the‘repafriation committee would

have access, '
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102. The practical arrangements having been completed both on the Greck and on the
Yugoslev side, a first party'of twenty-ohe children from Yugoslavia was thus able

to return to (reece on the morming of 25 November.

-103. A formal report concerning this operation wes drawn up, bearing witnese to

the fact that on 25 ‘NHoveuber the menbers of the repetriation commission, congisting

of the representative of the ICRC and of the Ieague, representatives of the

Yugoslav énd Greek Red Cross Societies, and a Greek and a Yugoslav doctor,-had
effected the return and reception of_twenty-one Gireek children repatriated from
Yugoslavia,.

10k, A list of the children, and also twenty-one individual certificates of
repatriation prepared for each child after verification of 1dentity and medical
inspection, were annexed to this formal report. '

105. On the same day, the chlldren were ‘taken to Salonlka to be houged
-temporarily in a hostel prepared by the Greek Red Cross where, still under our
representative's.supervision, they awaited the arrival of their famllies.

106. On 29 Novenmber, the twénty-one repatriafed children, who had in the meantime
undergone further medical exemination, were handed over to thelr parents in the
presence of our representative. Each parent mﬁde_a written gtatement declaring
that his‘child had been returned snd these twenty-one stetements were suthemtlcated
by a competent official.

107. On 7 Noﬁember, we were informed that, as & consequence of en egreement
between the Greek and Yugoslav delegatlons to the United WNations General Assembly,
the Swedish Red Cross was to be asked to gset up a small commission to help the
Yugoslav Red Cross in ite tasgk of identlfylng the Greek children in Yugoslavia
with a view to the early repatriation of thoge who might finelly be consgidered
eligible.

108, On 8 Novemher, we 1nformed the Secretary—General of the United Natlons by

telegrem that we were, of course, in agreement with this scheme and that we
welcomed any proposal likely to hasten the sebtlement, even the partial settliement,
of the problem of the displéced Greek children. .

109. A few days later we recelved the text of the Secretary—seneral{s stetement
on this subject, which reed as follows:
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"The Greek Government has on numerous occasions urged that ‘the exact
number of Greek children eligible, under the General Assembly resolutioms,
for repamtristion to Greece from the various countries concerned should be
determined on the spbt with tﬁe agsistance of the International Red Crosé_
ror other impsrtisl authority. The Secretary-Genefal has held s number of
consultatlons on this matter and the Swedish Red Cross has now been 1nV1ted

. by the Greek and Yugoslav Red Cross Soc1e1ties to lend its assistance.
Acting on this 1nv1tat10n, the Swedlah Red Crosse has agreed to assist the
Yugoslav Red Gross in ite task of identifying the Greek children in
Yugoslavia and of returning them to their parents, and it proposes to send
representatives to Belgrade for this purpose at sn early date. This
arrangement hes been made in full agreement with the Léague of Red Cross
Socleltes and the Internationsl Committee of the Red ﬁross and ig welccmed
by the Greek and Yugoslav Governmente," N
110. The Swedish Red Croes pet up its mission at once and a working teem was
guickly sent out as soon as the necesaary‘érrangements had been made with the
Yugoslav authorities and the YuéoslaV‘Red Cross and agreement had been reached with
them concernlng the conditions on which any chlldren thereafter located in
Yugoslavia were ellgible for repatriation. 2
111. As early as 28 Jénua;y 1951, we receiﬁed a list from Belgrade giving the
namesg of 173 Greek children who were anxious to retuin.to Greece and whose
repatriation hed been requested by their parents, and those of 187 children who
also wished fo return to Gtreece but who Aid not seem to have been included in the
lists transmitted by us to all the host countries. Similer lists were subgequently
copmunicated to ug by the Swedish mission. All thesé beve been transmitted by our
services to the Greek Red pross to enable it to assemble the eivil atatus

docuﬁents end certificates necessary for the repatriation of the children identified.

/ This speclal misslon of the Swedigh Red Crosa, together with the Yugoslav
Red Cross, has been working hard for almost two years. It will in the neer
future submit a report on 1ts work, Whlch will algo be tranemitted to the
Unlted Nationsg. -
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112. On 13 February 1951, we were able to transmit to the Yugoslav Red Cross
documents  which had reached us from Greece concerning seventy Greek children
living in Yugoslavia. On 28 February, the Yugoslav Red Cross told us that a
further party of chlldren for repatriation would leave Belgrade gbout 13 March and,,
on 6 March, it informed us thet repatriation would taske place on 14 March at
Termalna Banja. Four!days later, the Yugoslav Red Croes, in reﬁly to our inguiry,
informed us that this second party would conasist of fifty-three children.

113, On 1k March, the representative of the Comm ttee and the League superviged
the repatriation operations which proceeded along the same lines as on

25 November 1950 (see page 45 sbove,.  Lltemgetkher fifty-four chiliren

returned to Greece on this ocecasion.

114, On 18 and 19 Merch, the repatriated children were returned to their femilies
at Salonika; still under the supervision of our representative. Thirty of them
were returned to their fathers, twenty-one to their mothers, tﬁb to uncles and one
to a brother. Ome of these last three was returned to his wncle becsuse hig
parents had shortly before left Greece for Canada, as officially noted in the
formal repoft drawn up. In the cage of the second child, the mother hed died and
the father was no longer in complete possession of his mental faculties. The
uncle formelly gave his‘undertakiﬁg to look after the echild. In the case of the
third child, the father was paralysed and the mother seriously 111, g0 that,
according to evidence produced by the brother, they had teen unable to travel to
meet the child. | ' o

115. On 17 April, we sent to the Yugoslav Red Crees civil stabtueg documents In
regpect of eighty-twe Greek children who had been located in Yugoslavia by the
Yugoslav Red Cross and the Swedigh Red Cross migsion.

116. Cn 4 May, we sent similér‘documents relating to 123 Greek children to be
repatriated. By telegram of 9 May, the Yugoslav Red Cross informed us that there
would probebly be a further repatriation on 19 May.

117. Finally, on 2k Mey a third convoy of 214 Greek children left Yugoslavia and
returned to Greece in the presence and under the supervision of the representative
of the Committee and the League. On this occasion, the Joint Repatriation
Committee had fulfilled the usual formalities om 21 and 22 May st Arandjelovac, a
place in Yugoslav territory some TO kilometres south of Belgrade, where the

children had been assembled by the Yugoslav Red Cross.

)




A/2236
English
Page 48

118. As in the past, the children were returned to their famllles at Salonlke
under our representative‘e supervision. Of theee chlldren, 117 were returned to
their mothers, eighty-four to their fathers and thirteen to clese relatlvee scting
ag guardians or duly authorizeéd by a fetner or mother who had been prevented from
travelling %o Salenika. 'In the case of 1h3 Ehildren, both parents. wererin Greece;
thirty-six had one parent in Greece and the other in & country in Eastern Europe
other than thoslewia, gix bad one parent in Greece and the other in Yugoslav1a,
ten, one parent in Greece and the other overseas; nine, one parent_in Greece, the
_whereebeute-of the other being unknown; eight had returned from Yugoslavia with
their mothere; the parents of one child wereé dead and the wheresbouts of those
cf another were: wunknown.

1l19. These repatriations and the work dome in Yugoslavia by the specisl mission
of the Swedieh Red Cross bave given rise to some migunderstandings and sttacks -
often sherp ettacks - agalnet our two organlzatiene, and in some cases an echo

of these criticisms hes reached the General Assembly of the United Nations.

120. We shall not recapitulate thege misunderstandings and attacks. We would,
however, for the sake of clarity, wention at this polnt that we thought it
advisable at the time to prepare, chiefly for circulation to all the national
societies of the Red Cross, a short, account of the efforts made by our two
organizatlone over the last two years to flnd in agreement with ell the partles
concerned en equitable 'solution to the prdblem of the repatrlation of the
dlsplaced Greek children. This document, which was published on 15 February 1951,
wag communlcated to the Secretary—General of the United Nations for his
information and was annexed to our thlrd general reporf. Ag has been seen, that
‘document flret recapitulates in broad outline the further propoeale and
suggestions made by us to the harbouring countries, with a view to studying the
problem ss & whole with them and subsequently drawing up, with their active
aesistance, liets of Greek children who could be repatrieted We also said in that
circular that, faithful to the principles by which the work of the Red Cross is
gulded, we were ready to take steps to facilitate the return to their families of
all Greek children at pregent separated from them, wherever the actual place of
residence of those children or- of their parents might be, provided .of course, that

all the parties concerned sgreed to give us the necesgary fac1llties for checking

and'supervision.
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121. We shbuld like at this point to refer to one part of our work which was not’
mentioned in our earlier report because, strictly sﬁeaking, it exceeds.fhe scope

of the General Assenbly resolutions. '

122. Cn T June 1950, the Greek Children's Ald Committee (EVOP) at Budapest
forwarded to us the text of a‘letter which it hed that day addressed to the
Yﬁgoslav Red Cross and in which it reguested thet a number of Greek children living
in Yugoslavia should be returned to their perents, then living in Hungary, Romania,
Czechoslovakia and Poland.

123. The Greek Children's Ald Committee agked us to support its initilative.

124, We replied ﬁhaf we were peffectly ready tc act in the.particulér cage in
question on the lines adopted by us for dealing with requeste from parents living
in Greece, We therefore suggested that the Red Cross societies of the countries
in which the parents of the Greek children in Yugoslavia were living should
communicate to us the original reqﬁests‘made by those parents. On the basis cf
those documents, we would drew up lists which we would gend to the Yugoslav

Red Cross,

125. We added that if 11 were necessary, and if it would help in the speedy return
of those children to their femilies, we were ready to send ome of our
representatives to verify on the spot the épplicatioﬁs gubmitted in this way
through us to the Yugoslav Red Cross. |

126. On 25 July 1950, the Yngoslév.Red Croes told us that it had received this
letter, of which we already:had‘a copy, from the Greek Children's Aid Committee
together with & list of the nemes of 1h9 Greek children claimed. Tt was willing
to allow the return of those children to their perents on the same conditions as
those stipqlated in the case of the repstriation of Greék children.in Yugoslavia
claimed by their parents in Greece (see_abové, paragréphs 8L - 96).

127. On 4 November, when the Greek Children's Ald Committee had still nmot replied
to our offer, the'Yugoélav Red Cross, referring to ites letter of 25 July 1950, sent
us a telegram asking ug to send it as promptly as possible the documents it had
requested as a pricr condifion for. the return of these ik9 children'ﬁo their

perents.
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128. By letter dabed 14 November 1950, we informed the Yugoslav Red Cross of the
offer we had made to the Greek Committee at Budapest, and also pointed out that if
it ingigted on stipulating the same conditlions for thé return of these children

as in the case of the repaxriaiioﬁ'of the children claimed 'in Greece, it would be
necegsary for the Red Cross societies of the various harbouring ooontries to send
it, through us, a number of documents the mogt importént of which could be
obtained only in Greece itself, s condition which was bound to raise a fresh
practical problem. ' . '

129, Oun the same date we informed the Secretary-Genergl of the United Watioms of
our correspondence on this novel aspecﬁ of the guestion of the displaced Greek
children.

13C. At the end of December we received from the Czechoslovak Red Cross the
original of a letter dated 28 December 1950 addressed to the Yugoslav'Red Cross

in which 1t drew attention to the case of the Greek children resident in
Yugoslavia, but having their rélativeé-in Czechoslovakia. The Czec%oslovak Red
Crose enclosed with thie letter a first list containing thé names of 257 Greek
children in thig category, and requested the Yugoslav Red Cross to airange for the
convejancé'of these children as far es the Hungarian-Yugoslav frontier, at which
point it proposed to take charge of them.

131l. The list included the children's first nemes end surnames, the dates of birth
of fifty-one of them and, in every cége, thelr place of birth and the first neme
of the applicant (relationship not being statéd). The Czechoslovak Red Cross
added that it was authorized to state that it could also take over children
resident in Yugoslavia whose relatives were in Eastern Europeen countries other
than Czechoslovakia. |

132. We transmitted this letter to the addressee. :

133. On 10 Februsry 1951, the Yugoslev Red Cross sent us the original of a letter
in similar terms, also dated 28 December 1950, addressed to the Tntermational
Commlttee, which had by mistake been sent to it by, the Czechoslovak Red Cross. (n
the seme date the Bulgarlan BRed Cross transmitted to us a memorandum from a group

of relatives living in Bulgaria which contained the names of fifteen Greek children

living in Yugoslavia who were claimed by them.
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134. On 5 April we sent this list and, for the second time, the list sent to us

by the Czechoslovak Red Cross with its letter of 28 December 1950, to the

YUgoalév Red Cross, pointing out that, if it wished to have our assistence in
connexion with the return of children to their families, our services were at its
disposal.

135. On 18 June, the Crechoslovak Red Cross communicated to us by letter 10b
applications submitted to it by Greek nationals who were living in Czechoelovakis -
end who were claiming their childrén then in Yugoslavia (ninety-five of these 10k
nemes had also been included in the list of 28 Decenber).

136. We then received from the Romanian Red Cross a liet, dated 20 June, of
thirty-one children also in Yugoslavie whose relatives wished them to rejoin their
families in Romanis,

137. By letter of 20 July, we transmitted these various appllcatlons to the
Yugoslav Red Cross in the form of g list, and asked the Soc1ety to 1nform us
exactly what conditions i1t required to be fulfilled before returning to their
families any of thege éhildren identified in Yugoslavia. We referred to our letter
of 14 November emphasizing our desire for an early reunion of the Greek Tamilies
8tlll separated, irrespeg%ive of the place of residence of the relatives and
children, and again offerimg the assistance of our two organizations. We further
informed the YTugoslav Red Cross that according to checks‘madé by owr experts, the
repatriation of twenty-eight of the children claimed through the Czechoslovek Red
Cfbss'had previcusly been applied for by families in Greece. 4 list of these
twenty-eight children was sttached to our. communication.

138. On 19 and 20 July, we replied to the Romenian and Czechoelovak Red Cross
Socleties and commmicated to them the essential points of our letter to the
Yugoslav Red Cross. .
139. Om 3 September 1951, we transmitted to the Yugoslav Red Cross four new lisgts
of a smilar nature; based on applications which had reached ué from relatives

resident in Poland and *from the Czechoslovek and Bulgariesn Red Cross Societies.

Therge lists céntéined in all the names of forty children and fifteen adults.

v



A/2236
English
Page 52

140, On 12 September 1951, the Hungarien Red Cross transmitted toius thirty-eight
appligations_from Greek familieg at present inm Hungary ssking for'ﬁhe return of
their children, now in Yugoslavia. We.transmifted the 1list of children claimed,
and photostat éopies of thq original applicétions; to the Yugoslaﬁ.Red Cross by
letter dated 2 Qetober 1951.

141, To date ﬁo Greek children resident in Yugoslevia have yet been returned to
their families in other coumtries of Eastern Burope.

ko, Furthermore, it is relevent to note that in September 1950 the Yugoslev

Red Cross sent us seven lists comprising the pamees of 2,512 Gréék[children in
Czechoslovakis, Hungary, Romania, Albenis, Bulgaria, Greece aﬁd Poland, who were
being claimed by their families in Yugoslavia. As requested by the Yugoslav Red
Cross, we forwarded these lists to ‘the Red Cross Societles in the harbouring
countries. ' . | .

143. On 17 September 1951, the Yugoslav Red Cross inquired what action had been
taken by the countries in which these 2,512 children are noﬁ fesidént on the
applications submitted by their families. We replied on 5 October 1951 that the
Red Cross Sociéties of these countries had net advised us of thelr intentions.

At the time of preparing this report the Red Cross Socletles have not yet informed

us of their views {see supplementary note, Annex Wo. 5).
B. BUIGARTA

4. on 9 March 1951, we sgain communicated with the Bulgarlan Red Cross,
proposing’ that conversations should be arranged at an early date with a view to
studying <n all its,aspects the guestion of the repstriation of the displaced
Greek children, We referred to the 01rcumstances in which and the reagons for -
which the General Assembly of the United Nations had asked for the co-operation of
our two organlzations, and again pointed out that the pract;cal regults achieved
to dete were very fragmentary snd covered only a very esmall number of children.

We again added that in conformity with their guiding‘principles outr two
organizations would be prepared to lend their mervices to facilitate the-retﬁrn of.
all Greek“chil&reg-separated from their families, whatever £he present place of
resiﬁéuce of the children or their families.
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lh5._ We also pointed out that much of the delay which had occurred in overcoming
the problem of the Greek children was due to the fact that we had not yet been
able to study it jointly in all its aspects. To remedy this state of affairs we
therefore proposed thet conversationa should be held at the earliest possible
date between the Bulgarian Red Crodss and our two organlzations, and for this
purpose suggested that representatives of the Commitiee and the League might he
sent to Sofia, or thet representatives of the Bulgarien Red Cross might come to .
Geneve, or even that more general conversations might be held in e place to be
agreed upon, when répfesentatiﬁes of the national societies of a nqmber of
harbouring countries might exchange views with our representativeé We asked
vhether any of these methods met with the approval of the Bulgarian Red Cross or
whether it had eny other gsolution in mlnd. We informed the Bulgarian Red Cross
that we were sending similar letters by the same post to the Red Crose societies
of Hungary, Romenie and Czechoslovakis, and that the final position of our two
organizatlons would be deflned in accordance with the repliles received from the
Rulgarian Red Cross and the other three Societlee. The Bulgerian Red Cross has
lot 80 far replied to this letter.

C. HUNGARY
ihé. On 9 March 1951 we also sent the Hungarian Red Crogs a letter identical with
that sent to the Bulgerian Red Croge the same -day. There has been no reply from
_the Hungarisn Red Cross.

D. ROMANIA

147. The Romanian Red Crosse; to whlch 8, simllar letter was sent on the same date,
replied on 28 May. '

148.- The Romanisn Red Cross stated that since we hed proposed taking as basis for
d;scussion in the proposed conversationq the lists communiecated since 1949 to the
harbouring‘countries, and. since these lists were not only Talse but prepared in
bad faith - referring in this connexion to the partisl sfudy of these lists madé
by the Greek Children's Aid Cdmmittee at Budapest (EVOP), the resulte of which were
- publighed in & brochure entitled "The truth sbout the requests for repatriation

ubmitted by the International Committee of the Red Cross" - therefore the

proposed conversations could take Place only if the basls for discussion offered the
fullest guarantee of the correctness of the position gtated and of the accuracy

of the data. '
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149. On 15 June we cebled to the Romanian Red Cross that we weré in full
agreement with the proposal it had made in the final part of its reply, snd that
we should be glad to meet its répresentativea either at Geneva or at Bucharest.
150. On 20 June we confirmed this telegram by letter, stating once again that it
had never been our intention to pﬁoceed solely on the basls of the lists of |
children claimed that had been transmitted to the har%ouring'coﬁntries. On the
contrary, it was precisely in ofdér to cbtain all the necessary infdrmgtion and
ensure all the essential guerentees that we had on repeated occasions proposed
holding informsl conversetions. We had.aiﬁays considered that our tesk could not
be effectively discharged unless all thé parties interested in the pfdblem of

the displaced Greek children - both Red Cross socleties and cfficial authorities ~
lent us their aétive.co—operation, end provided us with all the information in
their possesslon likely to be of use in the solution of this problem.

151,  We concluded by saying that we were at 2ll times ready to study, in
conversations with the Romanian Red Cross, a practical golution on the lines
indiceted by it in its letter of 28 May. We were anxlous that guch conversations,
whatevef form tﬁey took, should be held at an early date.

152. The Romanian Red Cross has not erlied +to this letter.

E. CZECHOSLOVAKIA

153. A letter, identical in ‘terms with that sent to the Bulgerisn, Hungarian
and Romenian Red Cross Socletles, wes sent to the Czechoslovak Red Cross; no

o

reply has been received.

F. AIBANTA AND POLAND

154k. In view of their earlier statements, we bhave mede no -new approaches to

the Bed Cross societies of these two countriés.
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PART FCOUR

(Wovember 1951 to October 1952)

155. on 8 Februax-y 1952, the Secretary-Gsneral of the United Nations transmitied
to the Intermstionsl Committee of the Red Cross and ‘the ‘Leagus of Red Cross
Socleties the resolution concerning the repatriation of Greek children which,
by 5i voﬁes with 5 abstentions, was edopted by the General Assembly on 2 Tebruary
1952,/ |
"The General Assembly,
*Viewing with concern the reports of the International Committee
of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Socleties and of the
Secretaery-Gensral, and in particular the fact thet, with the excaption
of Yugoslavia, none of the countries herbouring Greek children has yet
taken the necsséary steps to enable those children to return to thelr
homes, as provided for in resolution 193 .C (IIIJ of 27 Novémber 1948 and
the subsequent resolutions of the General Assembly on the matter,
"Recognizing that the United. Netions must continue its efforts, from
2 humanitarisn po:lnt of view, to emeble the Greek children to re'l:urn to
their homes,
"Woting the report of the Standing Committes on the Repatriation of
Greek Children that, of.the Govermments invited 40 semd representatives to
enter into consultations with the Stending Committee on the problem during
the present session of the General Assembly, only one has actually
rarticipated in the consultations,
1. Thenks the Internationel Committee of the Red Cross , the League
of Red Cross Societies, the Standing Committoe on the Repatriation
of Greek Children and the Secretary-General for their efforts to
give effect to General Assembly resolubions 193 ¢ (ITI), 288 B (Iv)
and 382 ¢ (V);
2. Notes with satisfaction thet a further group of Greek children
has ‘been rgpatriaﬁed from Yugoslevia;
.3. Expresses the hope that it will be rossgible to make repid
progress with the repatriation of the Gz;eek children in Czechoslovakia;

6/ Resolution 517 (vI).
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b, Deeply regrets that all the other States har%ouring Greek
children have declined to enter into consultations with.the Stan&ing
Committee with a view to giving effect to the resolutions of the
Gensral Asgsembly on the matier; |
2. Considers thet the technical and othsyr grounds advenced by those
countries harbouring Greek childrem which bave declined . to co-cperate
fully in the solution of the problem are not insurmouhfﬁble or such
a8 to constitute & reason for further delay in permitting the return
of the children in respect of whom requesivs for repatriation have been
submitted end verified by the intermational Red Gross orgenizations;
6. ‘T;T_}Egg ‘a.ll countrles har'bouring Greek childven to teake steps
t0 facilitate the early return of the children.to their homes;
7. Decides to continue the Standing Committes with the terms of
referance previously lald down;
8. 'Reguests the Internationsl Committee of the Red Cross and the
League of Red Cross Societies to continue their work for this
hmanlterian purposs; _
9. Beguests the Secretary-General to report from time to time %o

! Member States on the progress made in the implementation of the
present resolution, and requests the international Red Cross‘
organizations and the Secretary4}eneral to submit reports on the

progress achieved before the .seventh regular gesslon of the General

Assenbly is convened." |

0

A. YUGOSLAVIA

156, A fourth repatriation of Greek chilldren herboured in Yugoslavia took place

" between 30 October ani 3 November 1951. On this occagion, the delégation of the
Tugoslav Red Cross, in respounse to the invitation of the Greek Red. Cross,’
accompanied the repatrlated chilldren as far as Salonica. The delegate of the
Committee and the League supervised the arrangements for this further
repatriation, which were put into effect at Seslonica in accordance with the
Procedure followed previously. Ninety-six children were restored to their
-femilies, Twenty-eight were vecelved by their fathers, sixty—five by thelr
mothers and three by closs re;atives. This party was composed of forty-nine boys
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and Torty-seven glris. Thelr eges were as fellewe' four chlldren under six,
seventy-four between ten and fiftesn, eleven betwesn sixteen and. eighteen gnd
eeven over oightesen.

157. A Pifth repatriation took place betwsen 13 and 21 March 1952, A Greek Red
Cross delegation went to Belgrade, where the filrst stage wes completed., From
there, the children were conveyed to Salonica, where they were handed over to
their parents. The delegate of the Comnittee end the League was present both in
Yugosiavia. and in Gresce during the verious steges of this repatriation, which
Involved eighty-four children, five of whom were under nine, thirty-three between
nine and fourteen, Tourteen between fourteen and sixteen and thirty-two over
gixteen, Thirty-nine children were reburned to thelr fathers , Gwenty-nine to
thelr mothers and sixteen to some other relative. |

158. As on previous occagions, the delegation of the Swedish Red Cross in
Yugoslavia gave valugble sselstance in commexion with these fourth and fifth
repatriations. On 30 September 1952, . the number of Greek children who had been
repatriated from Yugoelavia to Greece amounted to four hundred and gizty-nine.
159. A sixth repetriation bhas been asnnounced for the beglnning of October 1952.
160, On 19 I\'Iovemher 1951, the Yugoslav Red Cross acknowledged the receipt of a
letter in which, on 2 October, we hed transmitted o 1t photographic copies of
thirty-eight requests from Greek parents in Hungery desiring to have thelr
children -~ harboured In Yugoele,vie. -- regtored to them, After pointing out that
1% had been @ble %o give consideration to cnly twenty-nlns of thoss requests,
seven concerning childven who hed slreedy come of age and two belng duplicates,
the Yugoslav Red Cross stated in its reply that all thoss documents were in the
sSame handwriting and bore the same signature, that none of them was certified
by the a.utheriti_ee and. -l;he’c they coh‘tained no conclusive evidence of the
relationship 'between the persons submitting the requests and the chlldren
claimed. To conclusion, the Yugoslav Red Crose informed us that it had so far
identified fifteen of those children whom it could restore to thelr iaarente as
soon &s 1t had received for each of them the neceesery documents, that is %o
sey -- ag it explained In reply to our reguest -- the following:
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(1)~ An original request for repatriation signed by one of the parents
end certiiied as genuine by the authorities at the place of residence
of the persons submitting the request;

(2) . An afridevit of relationship certified as suthentic by the said
anthorities. .

161. On 20 December, we brought this informetion to the }mowledge of the

Hungarian Red Cross and asked the Yugoslav Red Cross to make ug & list of the

fifteen children identified so as to engble the documents needed for the reunion

of those childrem with thelr parents to be prevared iﬁ'Hunga.ry.

162, On 17 January 1952, the Yugoslav Red Cross informed us that it had received

elghty-three similar requests, this time [from parents in Czechoslovakia end

concerning one humdred and twenty-thrse children. Of those one hundred and
twen'{;y-three‘ children, it hed been able to find fifty-seven in institutlons
under its own mansgement. Tt vould be prepared to permit the reunion of those
children with their parents as soon a8 it had recelved for each the gbove-

mentioned certified documents. .

163. On 6 Fobruary 1952, we transmitted this information %o the Czechoslovak

Red Cross and requested -fheiugosla,v Bed Cross to send us a list of the -fif'b;yé

soven children identified, while at the same time celling attention to our

letiter of 20 Decemb‘er 1851, -

16k, On 3 June, the Yugoslav Red Cross requested us to inform the Czechoslovek

Red Cross thet 1t had identified twelve Greek children whose parents were 7

resident in Czechoslovekia and hed requestéd that the children be allowed to

rejoin them in thet country. As the requests relating to those children were
drawn up in due form and accompanied by affidavite of relationship, the Yugoslav

Red Cross was of the opinion that the conditions it had laid down for the return

of children to their parents hed been fulfilled., It instructed us to inform the

Czechoslovek Red Cross that it was prepered to orgénize the veunion of those

children with their pareh*ts.

165, We tramsmitted this informeition to the Czechoslovak Red Cross; together

with a request for proposals regardﬁ:g the tremsport of this party. We also

informed 1t that on the occcasion of this transfer, we. -proposeé‘ to px:oceed in

the same way as in the cases of the rei)atriatioﬁ of Greek children from
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Yugoslavia to Greece, and that a representative of the ICRC and the Leaguerwould
e present at the operations connzcted with this transfer and'wouid aceompany the
party util the children wers returned to thelr parents, We also requested the
Czechoslovak Red Crosa to obtain from the authorities in its country a guarantee -
such gs had been requested and obtained from the Greek authorities -.that the
children transferred to Czechoslovakia would be immediately returned to thelr
parents, with whom they would in future live,

166, The Czechoslovak Red Cross has so far not replied to our letter,

167. On 4 and 6 June 1952, the Yugoslav Red Cross also transmitted to us two 1lists
of Greek children whom it had identified in Yugoslavia, but for whom the documents
recelved did not satisfy the conditions laid dowm by it for the return of
children, Ome of the lists contained the names of Ffifty-nine children claimed by
parents 1i§ing in Czechoslovakia, and the other.the names of twenty-four children
claimed by perents resident in Hungary, We communicated these llsts to the
Hungarian and Czechoslovak Red Cross socleties, at whose disposal we placed

ourselves for the puprsee of the transmission to the Yugoslav Red Cross of such

. documents as, in accordance with the conditions laid down, they might ¥repare for

the children named in the lista, ¥No reply hes been received to this proposal.
B. CZECECSLOVAKTA

168, At the end of November 1951, pursuant to a resolution of the Ad Hoc
Political Committee of the Generasl Assembly of the United Nations, the Govermments
of the principal countries in whieh Greek children were harboured were requested
by the United Nations to appoint representatives to exchange views in Paris with
the Standing Cpmmitteee»on the Repatriation of Greek Children for the purpose of
finding a solufion for the problem of the children's repatriation.

169, Only the Czechoslovak Government eccepted that invitation., On 22 January
1952, at the invitation of the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
repregentatives of the International Committee of the Red Cross and the league

of Red Cross Socleties etfenﬁed g meeting of the'above—nentioned Standing Committee,
at whick the representative of Czechoglovakia stated thet, in the cpinion of his
governrent, the questlon of the Greek children in Czechoslovakia, which was
egsentially the question of the one hundred and thirty-elght children already
jdentified in that country, should be re-exsmined at Prague in the course of
conversations between, on the one hand, the Committee’ and League, and on the other
hand, the Czechoslovak Red Cross,
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170. Tha Interngtioﬂal Commitles zmnd the Teague immed iately decidei to teke
action on the suggestion mede by the Czechoslovaek authorities and, .as early as
the end of Januery they applied to those authorities for visas for three
c‘[elega.'bes. The visas were granted at the end of March,
I71l. At the reguest of the Czechoslovak Rea_ Cross, the delegation of the
International Committee of the Red Cross an:i the League of Red Cross Societies
did not go to Prague until 8 April, '
172. The Czechoslovak Red Cross immedlately informed our delegetes thet 1t
desired the comversetions to be based on the Tollowing agenda which it hed
Irepared:
"(a) Discussion of basic Problems ralsed by the question of the repatriation °
‘of the one hundred amd thirty-eight childven.
"(b) Forgery of documents sent to the Red Cross societies of the psople's
democracies by the Internetiomsl Committee of the Red Cross and the
League,
"(c) Study of individual official papers prepared for the one hundred and
thirty-edght children, "
173, Desiring to a,fford the Czechoslovak Red Cross an opportunity to give them
ite views on the problem.of the Greek chila.ren. as a whole, the delegetes of the
International Committes and. the League accepted that plan of work, vwhile pointing
out that the essential purpose of their mission was consideration of item (c).
174, The Czechoslovak Red Cross then made a general Statement in the course of
_which 1t addressed to the delegates of the ICRC and the League four questions
rela.ting to items (e) eni (b) of the agends, the text of which 18 to be found
In the finel protocol drafted at the conclusion of the conversations (see
ennex 1), 7
175, This final protocol gives the substance of the discussions which arose out
of question (3) raised by the Czéchoslovak Red Cross, the question sbout the
sltuation of children in Greece 1tself. The delegates of the ICRC and the
League stated that that question was outside their competence amd could not, in
thelr opinion, be linked with the guestion of the fate of repatriated Greek
children, since the Greek Goverrment had given formel assurances to +the
International Committes of the Red Cross and the League of Red Crosa Socleties
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that these repatriates would not be the object of any legal proceedinb; or of
any discriminatory political measure on their return to Gréece,

l?é, Since the Czechoslo?ak Red Créss conaidered that it was umable to regard
that statement as satisfactory, our deiegates were obliged to confer with their
organizqtions, and two of them returned to Gensva to report before continuing the
con?erﬂations at Prague.

177. The note verbale {see arrex 2) drawn up in connexion with that report by the

Internetional Commititee and the League for the Czechoslovak Red erss,‘reiterated
in substance the declarations already made at Prague by our joint delegation in
reply to questions (1) and (3) ‘and included in addition a reply to question ()
(see annex 2). It asked that the main subject of the discussions ghould
lmmediately be dealt with, that is to say, the examlnation of the cages of the
one hundred and thirty-eight $reek children identlfled in Czechoslovakla.

178, The Czechoslovak Red Cross informed the delegates of the International
Committee and the Leagus that 1t considered these explanatlons unsatisfactory,
partlcularly as regards the situation of children in Greece and that in those
circumstances it was not prepared to dlscuss item (c) of the agenda.

179. As the Gelegation of the Intermetional Committee of the Red Cross and the
Teagus of Red Cross Socleties had nothing to edd to the text of the note verbale, -

discussions had to ba broken off on 23 April.

¢, THE STEPS TAKEN TO APPROACH THE GREEK CHILDREN'S
ATD COMMITTEE AT BUDAPEST
18C, The Greek Children's Aid Committee at Budapest has sent to the Committee
and the League two voluwmes in vhich are publisﬁed the results of the study of <he
iists of displaced Greek children for whom réqﬁests for repatriation have been
submitted from Greece by their parents, In acknowledging the receipt of that

communication, on 20 November 1951, we reminded the Commitiee of the numerous

" attempts we had nmdade to arrange for broad exchanges Qf views ~ through the medium

of direct negotlations with the authorities and orgaqizations concerned - on the
general protlem of reuniting with their parents Greek children at present
separated from them., We poiﬁted out that, while desirous of taking into account

all such information as might be supplied to us in so far as it was likely to help
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in reaching a solution of the problem, we thouéht'that only direcﬁicontacfa could
enable such information to be usefully considered, We ended our'létter by
expressing the hope of receiving in the near futufe congtructive ﬁrcposals both
from the Greelehildrenfs_Aid Committee and from the Red Cross societies
concerned, This letter has so far remained unanswéfed, in spite of our reminders
of 21 December 1951 end 28 March 1952, '

D, LISTS OF REQHESTS

181, In conclusion, it may be mentiohed that we bave so far received from Greece
through the Grdek Red Cross'lE 661 requests from parents for the repatriation of
their childwren- at pregent separated from.them, -

182 These requests were published by our two urganizatlons in +tha form of liats
on the following dates:

Date To. of Volumes Ligts Alphabet ¥o. of Nawes
July 1949 3 lot Tatin 5,061
December 1949 1 2nd Latin 1,788
January 1950 1 lst Greek 3,753
February 1950 1 2nd Greek 3,327
March 1950 1 -3rd Greek 1,99k
May 1950 - 1 mixed kth Tatin . i
: © hgh Greek 439
September 1950, 1 mixed 5th Letin 323
. ' 5tk Greek - 325
October 1951 1. 6th prov. 'Greek 2,155
December 1951 1 6th prov. Latin 1,986

183, A further.volume containing requests received since December 1951 is Lo be
sent in the near future to the Red Cross societies of the harbouring CQuntpies.

b
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ANNEX Wo. 1
FINAL. PROTOCOL

relating to the discussions which took place between
the delegation of the Imternstional Committee of the
Red Crose and the League of Red Cross. Societles and
the representatives of the Czechoslovek Red Cross in
Prague.

Discussions connécted with the repatriation of Greek children harboured
in Czechoslovakia took place from 9-235 April 1952 at the Headquarters'of the
Czechoglovak Red Cress in Prague between the representatlves of the (Czechoslovak
Red Cross end a delegation of the International Commlttee of the Red Cross and
of the League of Red Cross Societies, Geneva.

The following delegatés took part in these discussions:

Mr. F. HORNEFFER - for the International Committee of
the Red Cross, Geneva

Colonel de MEYER _

Mr H. BEER Secretary General of the Swedish Red Cross;
these two delegates represented the League
of Red Crose Societies, Geneva.

The following officials of the Czechoslovek Red Cross took part in the

discussions:
Mrs. P. KOPRIVOVA Acting Vice-President of the Czechoslovak
’ Red Cross
Dr. K. BLAHA Head of the Foreign Affairs Section of the
Czechoslovak Red Cross
Dr. F. VAVRICKA Vice-Chairmen of the Social Commission of
' the Czechoslovak Red Cross
Mr. J. SVOBODA Czechoslovak Red Croes Official.

Mrs. Koprivova, Acting Vice-President of fhe Czechoslovak Red Cross, opéned

the discussion on 9 April 1952 by welccming the delegation of the Intermational

Red Cross orgsnizations.
After the agénda had been settled, Mrs. P. Koprivova made a speech in the
name of the Czechoslovak Red Croas expressing the bagic ldeas of her Socliety

in respect of the problem of the repatriation of Greek children harboured in

Czechoslovaekisa.
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In this speech four questions were put to the delegates of the
International Red Cross orgenizations. These questions, to which the
Czechoslovak Red Cross requested,clear‘and une@uivocal'replies vere as follows:

(1) Why.did not the international Red Cross orgenizations reveal to the

general public the fbrgeries among the requests for repatriation sent
in by the Greek Red Cross end their political background?

(2) Why did not the international Red Cross orgenizations refuse to act

as Intermediaries in forwa:ding such grave forgeries?

(3) Are there not children in Greece who are impriéoned, in concentration

l camps or agricultural lsbour colonies, and who die &s a result of

political discrimination? \

(4) Why did the intermational Red Cross organizations approve and carry

out the repatriatlion from Yugoslavia to Greece of the followlng four
children whose parents are living In one of the people's democracies:

Tryfonidis Germenos
Tryfonidis Simos
‘Markopoulo Evanghelia
Dimou Christos?

In the course of the discussion, guestion 3 was taken up in detail, and
the Czechoslovek delegation added the following additional question;

"o or do not the Internstionsl Committee of the Red Cross and the
League of Red Cross Societies know whether such conditions exlst or
do not exist in Greece?"

The Czechoslovek Red Cross delegation considered it indispenseble to receive .
a full reply to questions % {a) and 3 (b)." The delegation of the Internatlonal
Red Cross corgenizationg declared for its part that it was not competent to reply
and asked for permission to consult its organizations at Geﬁeva The
Czechoslovak Red Cross delegation agreed and on 15 April 1952 two members of the
Geneva delegatlon, Messrs. F. Hbrneffer and H. Beer, left for that eity. After
consulting their organlzations they returned to Prague on 19 Aprll 1952 to
continue the discussions.

During the meeting held on 23 April 1952, the delegatés of the Internaticnal
Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies read the text

of & note verbale expressing thelr orgenizations’ point‘of,vﬁew on the four

queétions which had been put to them.
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The'Czechoélovak Red Cross delegation rejected the contents of this note
verbale as, from its standpoint, unsatisfactory, inéccurate and unilateral.
Question (3), which the Czechoslovak Red Crosa delegation considered as
essential, was as follows:
(3) (a) Are there not children in Greece who are imprisoned, in
concentration camps or agricultural lebour colonies,\&nd who
die @s & result of political dlscrimination?
(3) (v) Do or do not the Internmational Committee of the Red Cross and the
| League of Red Cross Societies know whether such conditions exist

or do not exist in Greece?

I. Position of the International Committee and the League.

The delegates of the Internstional Committee of the Red Cross and the
Leapgue of Red Cross Societies submitfed their organizations' point of view as
follows (extract from the note verbale of 18 April 1952):

"The TCRC and the League, to meet thé wish expressed by the
Czechoslovak authorities, have sent & mission to Prague whose task is
to proceed with the Czechoslovak Red Cross to the examination of the
files of the 138 Greek children identified in Czechoslovekis more than
two years ago and to esteblish which of them mgy be considered as
eligible for repatrlatlon

Furthermore, in accordance with condition 3 laid down in March 1950
by the Czechoslovak Red Cross for the repatrietion of Greek children in
Czechoslovakia, the ICRC and the League secured renewed assurances from

the Greek Govermment that Greek children repstristed to Greece would
immediately be reunited with their parents and that neither they nor
their parents would be the object of any legal proceedings or of any
measure of political discrimination.

Consequently the question raised by the Czechoslovek Red Cross
has no relation to the future fate of the displaced Greek children
who would be repatriated from Czechoslovekia and is outside the sphere
.of the general problem of displaced Greek children.

Question (3) (b) reised by the Czechoslovak Red Cross likewise
has no relation to the future fate of the displaced Greek children
who mlght be repatriated from Czechoslovekis and is outside the
general problem of displaced Greek children."
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IT. Position of the Czechoslovak Red Cross concerning questions (3) (a) and (3) (b)
The Czechoglovek Red Cross delegation stated thet, so far es concerned the
contents of the note verbale, questions (3) and (3} (b}, did mot constitute a

reply, and thet it could only interpret the~point of view expressed by concluding
that the two 1nternatlonal Red Cross organiz&tlons refused in point of faect to
reply to direct.questions.. The Czechoslovek Red Cross delegation added that 1t
was a matter of replying to.questions on which not only .the fate but the lives of
children in Greece depended. 7

Furthermore, by refusing to reply to those questions, the 1nternational Red
Cross orgenizations prevented a continuation of the discussions on the prdblem
of the repatrlatlon of Greek chlldren harboured in Czechoslovakia

The Czechoslcovak Red Cross delegation further pointed out thet it was in
possession of a document drafted by the International Committee of the Red Cross
which confirmed that in Greece there were children who were imprispned, in
concentration camps,'or in egricultural lasbour camps. The fact that the delegates
of the Internationﬂl Cormittee of the Red Cross andrthe League of Red (Cross.
Societies who ﬁere present endeavoured to deny that fact proved that they were in
no way gulded by huménitarian aime but that their acts were based on pqlitical
conslderations and that they were not behaving as delegates of neutral international

organizetions.

As the Czechoslovak Red Cross could not consider the text of the note verbale,
| especlally the part relating to questions (3) (&) and (3) (b), es a direct reply
to the questiong put, it felt It could not continue the discussion before having ’
received a clear and concrete reply to its definite qpestlons |
The delegates of the International Committee of the Red Cross and of the

League of Red Cross Socletles requested that, in ‘accordance with the conclusions
of the note verbale, the meeting should proceed immediately with the examination
of the individual files, and at the seme time confirmed that thelr organizations
haed nothing to add to the text of the note. |
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In those circumstences, the two delegations broke off their discussions.

For the International Committee For the League of Red

For the Czechoslovek
of the Red Cross

Cross Bocleties Red Cross
¥  Horneffer Colonel de Meyer P. Koprivova
H. Beer Dr. H. Blaha
Dr. F. V@vricka
J. Svoboda

Done at Prague, 24 April 1952.
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ANNEY 2

! Goneve, 18 April 1G52.
WOTE VERBALE

The International—ccmmittee and the League heve ﬁeard the report ﬁresented
by thelr delegates on the three discussions they have so far had with the
Czechoslovak Red Cross in. Pragne. They have noted the four queatgqmﬂ put_tb
their delegates by the Vice-President of the cZechoslové,k Red Cross in the
course of a prelimlnary gtatemwent made at the first meeting. The ICRC end the
League desire 10 meke the following remarks in regaxrd to these four questions.

The ICRC anﬁ the Ieague firet of all emphasize that no questions concerning
the dlsplaced Gresk children could officlally be put to the ICRC glone, gince
the two institutions have been dealing Jointly with this problem for over three
years. .

As the Czechoslovak Red (ross attaches especial importance to question (3),
the ICRC end the League will take it first here:

Queation-(3). "Aré there not childven in Groece who are imprisoné&, in
concentration camps, or agricultural.labour.cogonigs, and
who dle as & result of political disorimimation?™

The ICRC and the League, to meet the ¥ish expressed by the (zechoslovek
euthorities, have sent a mission to Prague whose taék 1s to proceed with the
Czechoslovak Red Cross.to the exemination of the Files of the 138 Greek childrem
identifled in Crechoslovakia more than fwo years ago and to establlsh which of
them mey be considered as eliglble for repatriation.

Furthermore, in accordence with condition 3 laid dowm in Merch 1950 by the
Czechoslovek Red (ross for the repatriation of Greek chlldren in czechoslovakia,
the ICRC and the League secured reonovwed assurances from the Greek Government
that Greek children rapatriated to Greece would immediately be reinited with
their parents and that melther they ner their parents would be thé object of any
legal prOGBedings or of any weagsures of political disqrimination.f
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Consegquently the queastlon-ralsed by the Czechoslovek Red Cross has no
relation to the future fate of the displaced Greek children who would be
repatriated from Czechoslovalris and is outside the ephere of the general problem
of displeced Greek children.

Question (3) (b) raised by the Czechoslovek Red Cross likewise bea no
relation to the Tubure fate of the displaced Greek children who might be
repatrlated from Czechoslovekla and ie outside the general problem of dlsplaced
Greek children. | |

Question (4): "Why did the intermational Red Cross organizations approve and
carry out the repatriatlon from Yugoslavia to Greece of the
- following four children whose parents are living in ons of the
peoples femocracles:

Tryfonldis Gormanocs
Tyryfonidis Simos
Markopoulo Evenghélis
Dimou Chrigtos?”
The data on these four children supplied by the Czechoslovak Red Cross is
go brief that they do not peruwit certein ldentification. A study of the

files » hovever, enables the ICRC and the League to glve the following informatlon:

(1) TRYFONIDIS (ermanos

A child newmed Trifonidis Gexmanos, born in 1938 at Léwos wes claimed by
his father Trifonidis Ioarmis at Iémwos. This child 8 name is in owr first list
in Latin cheracters under the number 4209 and on page 106 of our first list in
Greek characters. These lists were sent to the harbouring countries on
9 August 1949 and 31 Jermery 1950 respectively. The child was repatriated from
Yugoslavia to Greece on 25 Novewber 1950 and handed over to his father at
Selonils on 29 Wovewber 1950 in the presemce of s delegate of the ICRC and the

League.
In their archives the ICRC and the Ieague have a declaratlon signed by the
father to the effect thet he has duly recelved his child. Furthermors, in the
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critical study of our lists dated 8 October 1950 prepared by the Greek Children's
 Aid Comuittec in'Budapest, this child's mame appears on page 133 with the comment,
"unimown" 1n the peoples' democracies.
Qur flles contein no other original claim for Tryfonidls Germanos than that
of the father and no other child of this neme has been repatriated from Yugoslavia
to Greece. |

(2)  TRYFONIDIS Simos

A ohiid pamed Trifonidis Simoa, brother of “bha first ch:lld,' bo::;n in 1943 at
Témos, was claimed by his father Trifonidis Toannis at Témos. This child's nare
is in our first list in Iatin characters under the mmber 4208 end on page 106
of our first list In Gresk cheracters. Tha lists were sent to the harbouring
countries on 9 August 1949 and 31 Jenuery 1950. The child in question was
repatriated from Yugoslavie to Greece on 14 March 1951 end banded over to his
Tather 1n Salonika on 18 March 1951 in the presence of s delegate of the ICRC
and the League. ‘

Our files comtain no other origlnal claim for Trifonidis Simos then that of
the father end no other chlld of thils neme has been repatriated from “Iugoéla,via.
to Greece. |

(3) MARKOPOULO Evenghelis :

A chlld called Markbpouiou Evangheli, born in 1943 at Lémos; was claimed
by her father Merkopoulog Dimitrlos at Témos. This child's name 18 on our fivet
list in latin characters under mumber 2490 and on our first list in Greek
cheracters on page 89. The lists were semt to the harbouring countries on
9 August 1949 end 31 January 1950 respectively. __The child was repatriated to
Greece from Yugoslaviae on 25 November 1950 and handed over to her father in
Salonike on 29 November 1950 in the presence of a delegate of the ICRC and the
League.

The ICRC end the Ieagie have in their srchives a declaration signed by the
father to the effect that he has duly received his child. The ICRC and the
League polnted out that the first 1lst of thé Greek Children's Aid Conmittee of
8 October 1950 mentioned the mame of Markopoulo Evanghells on page 10 and indlcated
that her mother was in one of the people's democoracios.
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Our fl1les contain no other original claim for Markopoulo Evanghelis then
that of the father and no other child of this name has been repatriated from
Yugoslavla to Grestce,

(4) DIMUU Hrestos

A child named Diwopoulos Christos, born in 1942 at Milliona, was claimed
by his father Dimoponlos Dimitrios at Millions. This child's name is on our
third list In Iatin characters mmder number 303 and on page 322 of our third
1ist in Greek éhamcters. These lista were sent to the harbouring countries on
28 April 1950 end 22 March 1950 respectively. The ohild was repatriated fram
Yugoslaviae to Gresce on 1b March 1951 and handed over to his father in Saloniks
on 18 March 1951 in the resence of a delega'te of the ICRC and the League.

The ICRC and the League have In their archives a declaration signed by the
father to the effect t&la.t he has duly received his child,

On 24 May 1951 two Greek metlionels in Bungary, Alexandros Dimopoulos and
Velika Dimopoulou, telegraphed to the ICRC and the League to protest againet the
repatriation of their son, Dimopoulos Christos, aged 4 years, born in the
village of Millioma, and who ,' according to them, had been repatriated from
Yugoslavie on 14 Merch 1951. We have no information on the repatriation from
Yugoslavia - to Greece of a child of this name end whose parents' first pemes are
Alexendros end Velike. There has surely been confusion with the child of the
game pame mentlcned above. -

Ap we were not In posgession of the address of Mr. Alexandros Dimopoulos ‘
and Mme.Velika Dimopoulou, we forwarded all the above infarmation to the
Hungerian Red Cross in Budapest on . June 1951, asking it o endeavour to
fiscover this ﬁdd;:ass and tc inform these parents.

The delegates of the ICRC and the League have informed our two organizations
of the replies alrveady given orally to guestions (1) and (2) raised by the
Czechoslovak Red Cross, The Inbernational Committee and the Isague are 1in
complete agreement with these replles and have nothing te add to them but comnsider
1t well to state clearly the main points.

e
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Question (1): "Why dild not the intermatlonal Red Cross organizatigna roveal tO
the general public the forgeries:emong the requests for
repa.triation sent in by the Greek Red Cross and their political
backgrounﬁ?"

N.B. The ICRC and the Lemgue understand that this refers to forsﬁries
compitted in completing the regueste for repatriation collected in Greece-

Question {2): ™ihy 4id not the international Red Crose organizations refuse to
act as intermediaries in Forwerding such grave forgeriest”

As long ago es the begimming of 1949, the ICRC and the League, with a view
to ascertaining the whereabouts of each of the childrem claimed , asked the ‘
his.rbouring 'couﬁtries for a list of Greek childven living on thelr territory with
d view to ‘detemining the names of the claimed children in each of the reception
countries. This would have subsequently emabled the International Red Cross
orgenizetions, together with the National Red Cross Societles ‘of .the States
concerned, to determine by individuel consideration of each case which of these
children were really eligible for repatriation.

Wo precticel action on this proposal has been teken by the herbouring
countries. | )

In the absence of any information about names from the Red Cross societies
of the harbouring countries, the ICRC and the League forwerded to them for study
the listas of cleimed children, established on the basis of requests forwerded
to them from Greece through the intermediary of “the Greek Red Cross. They at
the same time requested these Red (ross Socletles to indlcate which of the
children were living in their country. -

Subsequently the ICRC and the Ieague made repeated requests to.the
harbouring countries to submit their observetlions on each cage meﬁtioned in
the lists and to proceed to a compara.tive study of the original documents in
the possession of the ICRC and the League and those oollected by the Red Croas
gocletles in the harbouring countries. In thig wey & list of children considered
by all those concerned as e]_{gible f;or repatriation could have been established.

The ICRC and the League, to which the members of the General Assembly of
the United Nations upenimously appealed in Nc:vember 1948 to act asm intermediaries,
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have cbviously no other way of discovering with certainty, dny exrors these
lists may contain, then by securing the cc;'—bpera.tion of the Red Cross societles
of the herbouring countries.

It 1s only today, more then three yesrs after the ICRC and the League first
took action, that our two orgenizetions eve to bave the opportunity .of
confucting & detailed examipation of cases, though only of the cases of the. 138
children whose presence on (zechoslovaek soil was admitted by the €zechoslovak
Red Cross a8 long ago &s the autwm of 19k9, end of obteining the observations
of that Soclety on each case.

The ICGRC and the league cermot therefore accept the terms of the first two
questions put to their delegates, since the lmck of co-operetion from the Red
Cross Societies of the harbouring countries has mede it imposaible for them to
verify the requeats for repatrlation which they receive.

The Intermational Committes and the Ieague heve thus glven the Czechoslovak
Red Crosa a.]_'l. the nécessary explanations on the general Questions_if has raised.
The time has ocome to proceed without further d.elayfto the atudy of ‘the purpose
of the joilnt mission, l.e. the examination, case by case, of the 138 files
relating to the Greek childven identified in Czechoslovaltie by the Crzechoslovek
.Red Cross in 1949, '
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ANNEX 3
. NCT® ADDITIONAL TO PART 'I‘HRIE‘E OF - THE REPORT

Cape ‘of the Greek childven in Yugoslavia whose parents
are In other countries of Esgtern Europe

On this subject the Intermational Committee of the Red Cross emd the
League of Red Cross Socie‘bies would like further to add that in a.ﬁ.dition to
“he asteps they themsslves have taken together (sae pages J+1 k3 - ll-h)
My. Emil Sa.nd.s'brom, '.President of the League of Red (ross Socletles and FPresident
of the Swedish Red Cross, frequently informed the Red Cross socletles of the
people's democracies 'I:ha.t the Yugoslay Red (Cross was :prepared to collahora'be in
:r_'elniting Greek children in Yugoslavie with their parents resident in those
countries; all-"hha‘h wes needed was to égree on the fgroced.ure to be adopted and
ther guﬁi‘antees to be glven, guarantees of the semg kind 28 those requested for
the repetrietions to Greece. The Gesired result hes not been obtained.






