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LETTER OF 'ffiANStv'i.'!Tl'AL 

THE HOlmRABLE THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY • 

TREASURY DEPARTHENT 1 
Bu~FAU Ol NARCOTTCS~ 
HASHINGTON!) FEBRUARY 251 191£. 

sm: · I have the ·honcir to transmit, in accordance with article 21 

of the Convention or i931 for Limiting ~h~ Manufacture and Regulating the 

Distribution of Narcotic Drugs, the report of the .Government of t he 

United States on the Traffic i n Opium e.nd Other Dangerous Drugs , for the 

calendar year· ended Decereber 31, 191~7 1 in the est~:~,blished form for 

distribution th!"ough the Secret ary of State to the nations signatory to 

the International Drug Conventions of 1912 and 1931. Copy of this r eport 

will be transmitted to Congress as required by the act of J une 14, 1930. 

Copies also wirl be sent to the· Secretary-General of the United Nations 

for consideration by the Commis.sion on Narcotic Drugs of the Economic and 

Social Council at its next session , 

Respectfully, 

H. J. AUSLINGER, 
COM!v!ISSIONER OF NARCOTICS. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

UNITED NJ.TIONS COt-1MISSION ON NARCO'ffC DRUGS 

The second session of the United Nations Commission on Narcotic 

Drugs '\-188 ~eld. at take E uccess I Ne~r Yor k, from 24 July t o 8 Au~st 1947 . 

As at the "first session, tl:.e Commissioner of Na:-cot ics 1 H .J. Ansli:age:i.•, 

attended a,s tl~e delegate. of the United St at es. 

In addition to r evj ewing the -work acc~mpliehed d.uring the previous 

year the Qo~ission considered a ~~ber oi importa~t new problems, t he 

most pressing of '~hich "as the development of new synthetic drugs of a 

habit - forming character "·hich "'ere not wi thin the scope of the existing 

Conventions . 'The Commission , ·considering -this to be a matter of urgency, 

put fo~'ard .a recommendation to .the Econo~c end So~ial Council that a 

ne~r international instn:ment should be draft ed and circulated to 

government s as soon as ~ossible f or their ea.:-ly observations . The 

proposed instrument ,.1ould apply the full international control of the . · 

1931 Convention to thes e new drugs. 

Through t he co- operation of the United States the Commission, i n its 
• • • l 

st udy of t his problem, hea~ the reports of t~o exp~rts in the United ~~ates 

Public Health Service . The United St ates r epresentative :pointed out to 

the Commission that if e ffective steps were not taken quickly much of the 

ground so painfully gained in the long struggle against addict ion ·would be 

lost . 

TO STUDY EFF ~CTS OF THE CBE\>TING OF THE COCA LEAF 

The Peruvian governnent r equested the Commission to cc.nduct a study ., 
of the effects upon the :1uma.n body of the habit of chewing the ceca leaf . 

It has been reported t hat; the indigenous population of cer t a in r egions 

of the South Ameri can Ccntinent, especially along the Andean r egion of 

its Hest Coast have indulged in this habit since time immemorial.. The 

Commission adopt ed a r es )lution recommending tha,t the Economic and 

Social Council approve i :1 principle t he despatch of a commiss i on of 

enquiry to Peru and such other s of the countries concerned as may request 

such an enquiry . 

The Commission tho~~ht it desirable to broaden the scope of this 

enquiry so as to cover t ile limitation of the production and the control 

of distribut ion of the C1>ca leaf wi th a vie\-r to furthering the preparation 

of the international co~~erence on the l imitation of r aw mat er ials . 

Therefore it ,,res agreed ;;hat the commission should include a psychia t:rist , 

an expert in industrial 1\ygiene and two administr ative exper~s. 
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The Commission considered and agreed to a plan of narcotic control 

for Japan to be recommended to the treaty-making powers. The proposed 

plan would prohibit the manufacture and production of drugs in Japan . 

The internal trade in drugs vould be continued m1der the machinery e.t 

present existing m1der the Allied Nili tary government vlhich has proved 

to be excellent . All import authorizations vTould require the endorsement 

of the Permanent Central Board . No government of an exporting country 

would honour an import certificate for J apan ,.,hich did not contain such 

endorsement . With Japan receiving drugs suffici ent only for her medical 

needs, no surplus ,.,ould remai n fer export • 

ILLICIT TRA .. TI'FIC 

The Commission on Narcotic Drtlgs studied the r eports of governments 

on t he illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and noted that M~xico , Iran, 

India and Turkey were the sources of illicit traffi c in opium . 

The Commission r equested the Economic and Social Council to 

recommend to the Government of Mexi co that it t ake appr opriate measures 

in ful f illment of its international obligations to suppress the illicit 

cultivation of opium poppies. Evidence vras pr esented of many thousands 

of acres of opium J;lOppies under cultivation and the existence of twenty 

to thirty secret l anding strips .in Mexico for t he use of ai:rpl~ee in 

smuggling opium to the United States . 

l-1AR STOCKS 

The Commission on Narcotic Drl~s r ecommended that any narcotic 

drugs not cover ed by import or export certificates , as r equir ed by the 

international narcotic conventions, vhich may come to light from surplus 

military supplies should be treated a.s seizures of illicit drugs and dealt 

vi th accordingl y . This r ecommendation vas made because of a number of 

l arge sales of such stocks which had been brought to the Commission ' s 

attention. 

SMOKING OPIUM 

The Connnission on Narcotic Drugs noted with gratification.the 

r esults of t he prohibition of smoking opium in the Far East. Opium 

smoking has been decl ared illegal jn all parte of' t.he world. except in 

certain Indion Stat es and in Siam. 
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STATEMENT BY M. BOURGOIS 

In summarizing the outstanding progress which has been made in 

internatior:al narcotic dru~ contf-ol, M. Bourgois, the delegate of France 

spoke as fol lows at the close of the session: 

tiHe have reached the end of our meeting . 

tiThe ' limitaticn of cultivation, synthetic drugs, the Protocol 

which ' is being worked out , an enquiry on the coca leaf· • all these 

vast problems ·t-rere 9.greed to at this se·ssio'ri. 

lOll< l~'H: lEX K lE'lE )( K K IC IE If lOI 

"~7e ·have reached a high summit on our road . It is at this 

point that the traveller likes to cast a backward glance . In a 

few '~ords, I shall recall the most imp~rtant stages of the journey: 

tiThe firot exa:nple of world-'\-ri de rationalization of a 

specialized industr.r by a diplomatic instrumen~; 

tiThe creation •>f an internat:.cnel administration ~·7hicb now 

directs and control:J the "rorld tre.de in severai hundred products; 

"The setting U'? of a real international l egi'slation which, · 

· comprising even non··sigila.tory states, has come to replace the concept 

of treaties , hither;o deemed to be the foundation of relations between 

states·. 

"'He have nov :a new· international l aw. The comparative study 

of the· various legii1lation~ which we are undertaking can.'1.ot but 

contribute f'u1•ther i;o clarify it . · 

"This is a gre(:t three- fold achievement : administratively, 

legally, socially . 

"Perhaps it is on a ioft:ler plane that the work of our Commission 

has shown its inost j mportant development . On this plane I like to see 

the development not simply of-a technique in the co- operation bet,.,een 

states, but r ather c·f the evolution of that spirit 1 tself which i nspi res 

our co- oP.eration, wr.1ch animates and leads it. 

''Re- -read the records of the Shanghai CommisSion of 1909, of the 
Hague Convention of 1912: you will find an atmosphere fu.1_l of clouds, 

storms , thunder . Tcday the atmosphere . is one of serenity and 

confidence . Yet no~: our work consists no longer of vague 

recommendations , out of clear and precise pledges which limi t 

national aovereignt:t. How far ~re have travelled in these few years t 

"A new spirit :~;:revails , a ne~1 conception of the rec iprocal r ights 

and duties of the states has developed~ a new i nternational conscience 

has come to life , slowly perhaps, but unfalteringly and wit·h no 

thought of r etl'eat • 
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"There is in this, Gentlemen • and this is the point I want 

to emphasize • a gr eat, a very great lesson, for it is a lesson of 

optimism and hope. 

"You '\-rill agree, perhaps , that this lesson does not come at 

all amiss at this time. 

"And for us '\-Tho have been instrumental in bringing forward 

this lesson, it is a great honour and a legit~.mate source of pride . " 

NARCO'l.'IC CONTROL DT THE UNITED STATES ZONE Dl GEmWW 

Narcotic control in the United States Zone in Germany during 1947 

functioned a:bout the same as in 1946 . The four I.aender, each ca.rrying . 

out the functions of the former Reichsopiumstelle operate in accordance 

with the German Opium Law as mod~fied by ndlitary government regulations . 

Supervision of the opium offices is maintained by one narcotics control 

officer who also prepares reports which are transmitted to th~ united Nations 

by military government. In the United States Zone military government 

regulations are losing their force as the Germans take over mor e and more 

functions . The abolition of these regalations would throw the whole 

responsibility into the hands of the Mi nister-President of each Land . 

On the whole the control system in Germany remained unsatisfactory. 

Efforts on the part of the Working Party, established by the Allied Health 

Cc~ittee on 11 September 1946, proved disappointing . It had been hoped 

that the t~orking Party would be·able to make recommendations for the 

improvement of narcotics contr'ol in ·all four zones . The United States 

representative was requested to draw up a dr aft for the revision of the 

German Opium Lew of 1929. This was done, the proposal envisaging the 

revision of the law in such manner as to effect centralized control under 

quadripartite supervision a.nd t o control the production and use of poppy 

stra'\-1. Although t he pr oposal was discussed at; several meetings no 

agreement vas reached . No alternative proposals were introduced . The 

Soviet representative finally stated that the German Opium Law was 

oatisfactory and he vas unable to come to the opinion that it needed 
revision . The ~uestion was thus r emoved from the agenda and the revision 

of the German Opium La.w ,.,as postponed for an indefinite period . 

The Horking Party still exists and expects to submit to the Drug 

Supervisory Body and the Permanent Central Opium Board the various reports 

required by the i nternational drug conventions . 

The l ack of a centralized administration has r esulted in a scarcity of 

na.rcotic drugs for medical requirements in certain areas in Germany. The 

long borders offer good opportunities for smuggling and there is a lack of 

experienced personnel to cope with the situation . 
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I. IAHS 

·. NATIOl'TAL 

A. GENERAL 

AMIDONE, 'NEH SYNTHJ~TIC DRUG, COVERED UNDER FEDERAL NARCOTIC IAWS 

After prolonged stndy, Amidone, also known as Dolophine, Methadon 

and other trade names , ,res con.side~ed to have addict1.on-forming or 

addi~tion-sustaining linb~lities similar to morphine. Following t he 

procedure outlined j_n the Opiat~s Law of 8 March 1946, an r'pportuni ty 

for 8 hearing 1-TBS aff~rc.ect, "but since ~11 manufacturers were agreed that 
.. 

this synthetic drug should be control led in a manner simil ar t o morphine 

no hearing was held. The Secr etary -o~ t:1e Treasury thus made a finding 

that Amidone is an "opiE.te" and it 1-1aa so p::.·oclaimed by the President; 

the proclamation, No. 2'j 38, was published in the Federal Regtster on ·: 

2 August 1947 . 
The Feder al law, eract ed annually, making an appropriation for 

narcotic law administrai: ion "'res approved 1 July 1947 , and allotted the 

sum of $11430,000 ,00 ~ol admi~istration ,of the Federal narcotic drug 

and marihuana l aws for t he fiscal year ending 30 J~e 1948 . 
The r evenue accruir.g to the Governm~nt from application of the . -

Federal narcotic drug .and marihuana l aws for the year 1947 was 

$1,749,181 .56, made up as folloWs : 

Customs duties on opium ' r eleased for civi lian uses •.•••• $ 809,356.97 
Customs duties' on coca leaves. impcrted..... •• .• •• • • .. • • • 34,748.96 
Internal revenue collections - r egistrations , tax stamps, 

order f ormo on opium, coca leaves , and marikuana...... 765,085.54 
Paid fines and compromises. ..... .. ...................... 58,996 .13 
Value of vehicl es forfeited .......... . .................. 80,993 .96 

Total~ ............................... , . . . . . . . . . . $1. , 7 49 ,181 . 56 

CO- OPERATI ON BY STATES 

The Uniform Narcoti: Drug Act' or-other -adequate narcotic 'l egislation 

has been enacted by all ';he States except· Kansas,· Massachusetts, 

New Hampshire, and 1vashington ~ 

An amendment to the Uniform .Narcotic Drug Act proposed by the Bureau 

of · Narcotics, whereby on:~y those preparations contain:lng not more than one 

grain of codeine to the ounce ina.y be sold without a physician'' s prescription, 

has no·u· been enacted by the States of Iova, Kentucky, I.ouisiena, Minnesota, 
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Montana, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Vermont, Wisconsin, and the 

Terri tory of Alaska . One important effect of this amendment is to 

restrict the sales of paregoric to t hose made p\~suant to l awful 

prescriptions • 

The States of Arkansas, Maryland, Nebraska, New York, Rhode Island, 

and Tennessee have enacted restricting legislation on the sale of so-called 

exempt narcotic preparations , but the degree of restriction is not such 

as to provide the strict control afforded 'by the amendment recommended 

by the Bureau of Narcotics . 

The follOiving States have adopted amendments to their respective 

narcotic drug laws to apply the same control measm·es to Demerol 

( isonipecaine, dolantin) as is applied to morphine under those la,·rs : 

Alabama , California, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa, 

Kentuclcy, louisiana, lilinnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, New Jersey, 

New York, North Dakota, Oregon, South Carolina, South Dakota, Penns~lvania, 

Vermont, Virginia, vlisconsin, and the Territory of Alaska. 

DENEnOL 

Dur ing the yea.r 191~7 several articles uere published relating to 

the habit-forming and addiction-sustaining liabilities of Demerol . One 

such article by Dr . P . Polonio, Clinical Director, Julio De Matos, 

Mental Hospital , Lisbon appeared in the 3 May 19!~7 issue of The Lancet . 

Dr. Polonio describes the clinical observat i ons made in fifteen cases 

of Demerol addiction . He states that vrith htgh doses the euphoria is 

not well marked; that sleep comes late, and the a'\orakening is so 

disagreeable tha.t the injection is repeated . He says further: 

"The lag between the injection and its effects causes such 

impatience that the dose is raised . Pethidine,* which had been 

used for pa.in and to forget some unpleasant conflict, and then 

became necessary for the execution of the most trivial acts 

of life, is now required to combat its own after-effects; the 

vicious circl ·e is closed, and the whole life of the ~ddict is 

controlled by the drug. The general l evel of the personality 

deteriorates. There comes a deep intellectual dullness, 

retardation of all psyehic activi ty, and a change in ethical 

and spiritual values. Six of our patients reached in a short 

time a degree of deterioration which is usually only seen 

after years of morphine addiction, and which is comparable 

with the results of cocaine . " 
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He concludes. by ~tHting that . the t herapeutic use of D~merol·· c~n 

be the source of dangerous addiction and it .ahould _be ~e_d . 'd th the. 

same precautions as morphine . . He feels that the quicker habituation 

and more serious intoxi<:ation effects may "\-rell ma!te Demer ol ~ more 

da~erO\\B drug of addiction. 

A startli_ng devel0]1ment revolving about the. new d.anger_ous drug _ 

Demerol is the considert~le ~\~ber of persons. suffering with asthma who 

have b ecome heavily: a~d:.cted tc:> thi.s drug . ·. The . company producing Deme:rol . 

r ecoli\Dlends this narcoti c: for asthmatic conditio':lS. ~:'h~ number of 

astlunatic patients addi<:ted to Demerol indicates that phvsicians . 

pr escribing it for this p~rpose show a. total disre3ard for the dangers 

of addiction. These adc:icts, after ~o~e-rance develops to a ma.r lred degree, 

usually go into a state of collapse . Three cases of Demerol ~ddiction 

ar e here mentioned . 

lo1r.s. H. C, age thirty-eight had been given Demerol pr escr iptions . . 
occasionally by ~er phyf!ician . in the treatment of as t hma. The phys ician 

became suspicious that 1:he vas becoming addicted to Demerol and refused 

to prescribe further foJ• her. In the early part of 1946 Mrs . C stol e 

pr escriptionplanks frotL the office of another physician and forged at 

least thirty-six presc;r:.ptic;ms for Demerol . She pleaded guilty and was 

given a tv19-yea.r suspend~d sentence. . . . 

A dentist , F . 1i.. H .. , had .n long history of attaclts of asthma . In 

J uly 191~6 he went to hi1: physic~e.n and told him he h~Ld read an article 

about Demerol in the Rewie"':" 's Digest and requested that the physician . 

give him som.e for ~is a1:thma . The physician complied with the r equest . 

From that time he .deman<.ed larger and larger. prescriptions of Demerol 

and used aa much as 900 miligr~s a. day . His condition steadily grew 

worse and in 1947 he went to e,.nother physician, an asthma speci~list who 

began giving him a non-lt.arcotic treatment "\-1hich proved quite be~eficia,l. 

A trained nurse th:.J'ty-eight years of age had been suff~ring . from 

bronchial asthma. To a:.leviate her distress at ~e time of the SJ;lSB~ 

she receive~ 100 mil~i~·ams. Pf Demerol by injection. This was repeat ed 

t en t imes over .a per i od of two weeks . After that time she averaged 

200 to 400 miligrams of. Demerol daily . Any attempt to s top the drug 

was met with violent , mtLniacal outbreaks and a t endency to destroy Bl1Y 

objects within her r each . Before ~he acquired this habit she '-1as a docile , 

patient 1 neat 1 conscientious .nurse.. In April 1947 she entered the . 

United Stc.teB Public He{:lth 1 S~rv:ice _ Hospita~, Lexington, Kentucky , for 

treat ment of her ad.dicti~::l. · · 

/PUBLICATIODlS . 
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Articles dealing with t'\-ro ne~-1 narcotic drugs appea:-ed in 1947. The 

two ne,., drugs are Metopon, vrhich is a l!'.orphine derivat ive not made from 

morphine but from t hebaine , a rare and othe1~ise unutilized alkal oid of 

opium, and Am.tdone which_ is a syrrthet ic drug having ha.btt - forming and 

addiction .. sustaini ng liabilities simil ar to morphine , 

Dr . Nathan B. Eddy, writing in the Journal of the American 

Pharmaceutical Association for September 1947 , explains briefl y the 

chemical structur e of Metopon and how it was discovered . The pr eparation 

of t·1et opon 1-1as complet ed a.nd its st udy begun in 1936 and scon thereafter 

its clinical investigat ion was recommended . The method of preparation 

' ·IS.S pat ented and the :pacent a~oigne.d tc1 the Gove-.:-noent of the United States 1 

the official repr esentative ¢f t he O\r.ner of the pat ent being the Federal 

Security Agency. 

Dr . Eddy explains that Metopon may be obtained only for oral 

administration for chronic pain r elief i n cancer cases . At the present 

t ime it is not availabl e for sale on pr escription by drug stores , being 

obtainable only by physi cian:> and hos:;:>itals . This nev dr ug is mor e 

power ful than morphine , is near ly devoid of emet ic act i on, develops 

tolerance a.nd dependence more s l l)wly, and i t depresses the mental functions 

l ess t han morphine . Dr . Eddy believes that Metopon al\·Tays will be more 

eA~ensive and this protably wil~ p~eclude its general use as a substitute 

for morphine . However he believes its advantages will outwei~ i t s greater 

cost , especi ally i n cancer patients . He r eminds the r eader that "it must 

be r emembered that l-1etopon is s t ill a morphine derivative and not the 

perfect answer to the quest for anal gesia . " 

In the 6 December 1947 issue of the J ournal of t he Amer ican Medical 

Associat ion there appeared an article on J;lethadon (Ami done} , r eporting the 

r es\Uts of studies of the devel~pment of tolerance to certain act i ons· of 

the drug and its liability to cause addict ion which ,.,ere carr ied out by 

the United St ates Public Health Service . Dr . Harris Isbell and 

Dr . Abraham Wikler, Lexington, Kentucky, Dr . Natha-n B. Eddy, ~7ashington, 

D. C. , Dr . Jolm L. Hilson and Dr . Clifford F . Horan of Baltimore, Nar y land, 

ar e the authors of this very comprehensive report. 

Animal experiment s as vrell as observat5.ons on man ltere made. In 

sumoarizing the r esults of the s t udies the authors state that Methadon 

completely alleviated the morphine abstinence syndrome i n man . Either 

Methadon or morphine . abolished the Methadon abstinence syndro~e i n dogs . 

Methadon pr evented the appearance of signs of physical depende:1ce in tlrelve 

men \-rho ·had been proved to be addict ed to morphine . The aut hors conclude 
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"It is the umnimous opinion of a~l· who have been concerned 

with the evaluatiox , of the addicti on liability that methadon, l ike 

morphine, is dange1·ous with respect to · habituation. Since persons 
. . . .. . 

with known narcotic eXperience get a satisfactory B\mjective reaction 

from the drug, sine e .the. ·drug. suppresse-s completely the morphine 

abstinence ~yndrome, sii,.ce it can be st'~~..; ~ :{tf.J~\l se.tisfactor fly · 

for morphine in cases of kno·~ morphine addicticn and since it . 
produces , in our O:I;inion, a 'r ea.l, hovtever mild, uithdrawal picture, 

methadon mqst be classed as an addicting drug • 
.. ·· "' 

"vie believe 'that unless the manufacture and use of methadon 

are controlled addi(,tion to it vrill become ·a ser.:C"us public healt-h 

problem." 

EDITCRIAL Cot.MENT 

Quoted below is an ~di tor ial from the Clevela.nd, Ohio 1 . Plain Dealer 

of 7 August 1947 • 

"RER()IC PUBLIC SERVICE" 

"The Treasury :)epartmen:t has jtlst reported that its agents 

who. track·_ dmm. narC•)tics -peddling r ings and liquor s~nuggling . 

organiza.tio:as encountered in 1946 desper ad<?es :pcssessing the cheap 

regard for . life and the high regard for illidt P!Ofit that .were 

reminiscent of the ~~ang days of prohibi Uon . 

"The T-men are daily. battling against CaponEl~era tactics, 

but , unlike the condtion that prevailed in the ruro-runnlng years 

of prohibition, the~ · are battli ng to dry up sources .of up.-t;axed 

liquor and against 1-hat monstrous evil, the narcotic traffic, ~-Tith 

public opinion solic.ly behin<?- the;:u . 

"The T-men are c.arrying -on a heroic .p\.:blic service and. are. 

entitled to :the appiobetion and r espect of the people of .this 

country. Their recc rd has been .one of_'. valor and one which has 

been .remarkably free of the smirches left by graft and favori t ism . 

"~e Treasury repartment ' s narcotics asents , are engaged in 

a task .of great hazard and of tremendous social impqrtance . Those 

\-iho knoi-1 of the lust for profit that obsesses narcotics ring . 

bosses, those vrho ha ~e seen the . devastating effec·ts of drug . 

addic~ion, and those who .know that many criminals use dope as a 

substitute for courage, realize. ho,., true that is . " 

II . ADMINISTRATION 

No changes \·7e::ce made during the year in the administrative 

arr.~gements for the. impl;mentation of the international con...,-entions . 

The Bureau of Narcotic.:s , .'.lfld:er the supervision ._ of the Cqmmissioner .of 



DRUG ADDICTION 

E/CN . '( /'.'1 .24 
Page 15 

Drug addicts contjnued to find it Cl.ifficult t o satisfy their craving 

because of the shortage of nar cotic drugs in the illicit traffic , Although 

t here has been some i ncrease in avail able ill icit supplies, drug store 

r obberies and the use of forged pr escript ions rontinued on the increase 

as a means of obtaini ng supplies of drugs . At Chicago, Illinois , I CA 
'• 

ARDRIA GORE, to secure a supply of drugs , robbed a drug store , for cing the 

o;.mer at gun poi.nt to turn over his narcotics . On the we.y out of the 

store GORE fired tl-10 shots from his gun to ward off pursuit but ~ne of 

the shots struck him i n the left elbow. He then forced a taxicab driver 

to t ake him to a physician. GORE st ill ·using his gun compelled the 

doctor to dress his wound and to gi ve him an injection of two and one 

half grains of morphine , an amount which o't'd.inarily would be fatal. 

GORE was sentenced in sta.te court to a term of imprisonment of five to 

fifteen years for robbery . 

The ratio of drug addi cts to the general :popul atiC"nis approximately 

one in 3,000 , The increase i n drug addicts since the cessation <'f 

vlorl d Har II has not been as great as in pr evicus post-var periods . 

An excerpt is quoted from an interesting di scussion on drug 

addict ion as noted i n the Summar y Records* of the Sec~nd Session of t he 

United Nat ions Commission on Narcotic Drugs , hel d at lake Success, 

Ne'" York, from 24 July to 8 August 1947: 

"THE CHAIRlllAN, Colonel C .H .L • . Sharman,** C.M.G. , _ C.B.E., 

r.s.o., (Canada) : 'At the last gener al discussion on addiction 

i t had been agreed by narcotic officers, medical pract i tioners 

and psychiatrists that addicts cotlld be sub-divided into three 

classes : (1) those suffering f rom cancer and other serious diseases , 

for '-1hom doctors might prescribe all the narcotics they needed for 

:relief; (2) those engaged in the l iberal professions who nccupied 

good positions; very cons iderable success had been achieved in 

curing these persons permanently.********* (3) criminal addicts vho, 

by r eason of their associations, did not offer an opport1rnity for 

reformation. In ninety-five per cent of these cases the addict had 

been convicted of pr evious non-narcotic offenses .' 

* E/CN .?/106, 7 January 1948. quoted from pages 123-124 . 

** Colonel Sharman is one of the lrorld ' s b est authorities on narcotic 
dr ugs , and was 'for many years head of the Narcotic Division of the · 
Canadian Government . 

" T ·' 
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"Dr . Lazarte (Peru) reported that since the time of the :fi rst 

session of the Comntission he had observed many aC.dicts. Re pointed 

out that in his opinion · one of the m6st ·remai.•kable features of the 

personality of t ho criminal addict· '\ol'as his t endency t o induce others .. 

to b ecome addicts ~nd even to provide drugs for · ~hat purpose .******** 

"The CRAIBMAN agreed with the remarks of t he representati ve of. 

Peru and addecr'tha-t such . addicts derived real ·pleasure f r om i nducing 

others to follo\1 t!.e same vic·e; i n this way they . increas~d :the 

number of their ·po-tential sources o:f supply. · A cr iminal addict l.ras. 

no more useful to -the community than case of GI!l8.llpox." 

III . CO~:rROL OF INTERNA~lONAt TBADE 

Onium and. coca leaYes • The system of ·import certificates and 

eXllort a.uthorizat ions ir . force for the control of imports and exports 

of opium and coca 1eavee arid their salts, derivatives, and preparations 

has operated ' satisfactotily in 1947 . 

IV. INTER~A'I'IONAL CO- OFERATION 

The Protocol to bring within the frameuork of the United Nations 

the existing internatio~al conventiobs r elative to · narcotic drugs was · 

ratified by the Senate c f the United States on 24 June 1947 . 

The United St .ates ·n.a;le an ·agreement u~th China for the direct 

exchange 0f information betl.zeen Harry J. Anslinger , United States 

Commissioner of Narcotics , and Dr. T. H. Le'vr,. a departmental d:i,rector 

in the Opium Suppr eeeior Comm~Haion, l-i!niG.h'y of the :rnterior, on mett.er.e 

relating ·to t he· illicit traffic in 11arcotic drugs bebteen China and the 

United Stat es . The Unit ed Scates Gov0rmnent appr eciates the.co-operation 

extended dur ing the yeP...x by th-:-1 enf:.r cem.etxt. officers of the countries 

with ,.,hich such arrangcn·.::~'.ts c~.:.\st ~ 

The closest possib!~ ca:.·,..,~~e·raUon :whir;h has for many years been 
. . . 

maintained with t he Chi ;.f of tJ·.~· l~a:::·::: ·::tic :G:i.\'isj . .:J .. t of .(:a.nada continues 

to be a source of ro"..~ch c ati:ic:ation, 

V. ILLICIT TRA::m :..:c 

RAH O? IUM 

Seizures of raw opimn were considerably gree·~er t han the preceding 

year and wer e heavies·t· et Atlantic coast ports .- The largest individual 

seizure of the year '~as effected · at Boston, Massachusetts , and New York 

City on 30 July, 2 and 14 August 1947, on the British steamship 

SILVERLARCH and 'consisted of fifty-f,1ve ,pOunds, f our· .oUIJC'ee {tventy--five 

kilogrammes, ~ighty ~anmes ). This opium was of INDIAJIJ or igin and vas 

the largest seizure of raw opium effected in the United States sin~e 1938 . 

t M c n 



E/CN . 7 /~v .24 
Page 17 

On the Mexican border there were several seizures of rew opium of 

~~CAN origin, but no very large individual seizures were made . The total 

ra,., opium seized in this ar ea was approximately seventy-six pounds . 

{34 kilogrammes , 474 grammes) . 

Of the approximately 171 pounds (~Rventy-Peven kilogrammes, 566 grammae) 

of raw opium seized in the Atlantic coast area , over sixty- four pounds 

(twenty-nine kilogrammes, thirty-one gramme~) were of INDIAN origin; 

sixty- seven pounds (thirty kilogrammes, 391 grammes) of TURKISH origin; 

and approximately twenty-nine pounds (thirteen kilogrammes, 154 grammes) 

of IRAIIJIAN origin • 

Seizures of IRANIAN raw opium \·rere made on nine vesselo . The opium 

was in stick form and many of the stocks bore the label of the IRANDUq 

GOVERNMENT OPIUN MONOPOLY. Seizures of INDIAN and TURKISH ravr opium lrere 

without identifying marks or l abels , and t he origin of the opium was 

determined by chemical anal ysi,s, statements cf defendants , itineraries of 

vessels, and other factors . 

The total r alT opium seized amounted to 3,685 ounces (104 kilogrammes 1 

1~52 grammes) 1 as compared with 1,684 ounces (fo:-ty- eeven ldlogrammes, 

746 grammes) seized in 1946 . 

PREPARED OPI1JM 

The l ar gest and most frequent seizures of prepar ed ~pium were made 

at points on or near the Mexican border. The largest individual seizure 

•ras effected at Calexico 1 California , in June '1947 and consisted of 

fifty- four pounds, thirteen ounces, 213 grains {tventy~four kilogrammes, 

877 grammes) of prepared opium. The next largest seizure "'veighed 

twenty-five pounds, nine ounces {eleven kilogrammes, 595 ·grammes) and 

was made at San Francisco, California ~ . . . . . . . 

There were no seizures of prepar ed opium which were identified· as 

having come from the familiar sources of supply such as · Macao, Kwangchov-wan, 

Hong Kong, and Singapore . 

There VJere e number of seiz,;res of prepared opium et Atlantic coast 

ports coming from Far Eastern and. Near Eastern ports , but these seizures, 

while fairly numerous, wer e small in quantity individually, and there were 

a f ew seizures of prepared opium of the same origin· mnde at Pacific coast 

ports . Pr epnred opium in mo::st instances · "'·Tas made f rom Iranian; Indian, 

Turkish, and Mexican raw opium. Mexico continued · to be the · major source· 

of supply of prepared opium . Mexican· prepa.red opium· was packed· in· 

home-made tins of r ather crude workmanship simulating the familiar 

five -tael var iety. Adulteration of Mexican prepared opium increased and 



in a few instances seizures ·ver e made of purported pr epared opium which 

proved to 'have no morphine content . The most common adulterant used was· 

copalquin, the· juice of tne copal t r ee or shrub . This juice vhich is 

obtained by boil ing the bark of the tree ~s the appearance of opium but 

lTill hot blend vith the latter it."lless +;he two are boiled together. lt 

ta.k~s a: r e'd dolo\il: "reaction vhen bur ned which is different from opium, 

and according to addict s , bas mcst unpJ.easant effects when SI!I.Oked . . .. 

A limited quantity of prepared opium was a.vailab1e in most ar ea.s 

throt1ghout the greater part of the year . Hovever, prices remained qui t e 

high . Purchases in thE illicit traf fic of prepared opium in ounce . lots 

were ·made on severa: occasions , prices ranging from $120 t o $230 ·an 

ounce . Five- tael tins of pr epar ed opium r etail ed at appr oximately $250 

in Mexico and sold for from $300 t o $500 in t~e United States . 

Tne tota~ qcantit~· of prepared opium seized areounted to 2,984 

ounce's , 283 grains (eit;hty-four ltil ogrammes , 615 gr.ammes ) 1 compared 1-1ith 

3,278 oun~es, seventy-::dne grainD (ninety-tvo kilograrr.mes, 917 grammes) 
seized . in 1946 . 

· The following tab:.e sh~~.,s seizures of prepared opium, by years 1 

from 1932 to 1947, inc:.usive: 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Yeal' Ounces G~ains I~lo~ammes Grammes 

1932 . ....... . ....................... 5, 220 
t 

289 148 oo6 

1933 .•.•....... • .•.............. , .... 11,982 31 339 689 

1934 ...........•........ . ......... ' :'. 6, 085 410 172 537 
1935 . .................... ............. 12, 485 245 353 968 . . 
1936 .. ..... •........... ............. 7,807 347 221 347 

1937 .• .••.. •...•.•.•............... .. 12,150 58 344 205 

. 1938 . ...........•... •.• .. ~ ........... ~1 , 270 144 602 982 

1939 . .....•.................. . ...... 4,113 92 116 610 

1940 . . ................. ~ .... . ....... 1,024 164 29 41 

1941 . ............................. . .. 1,813 57 51 401 

1942 ....... . ·. , . ~ . • ....•.. , .............. 1}851 161 52 486 

1943 . ................ . .......... .... 2, 569 138 72 840 

1944 .. ............................... 2, 505 17 71 18 

1945 . ................ " . • .......... , .. 3,569 ~2:2 ' 101 202 

1946 . ................................ , . 3, 278 79 92 917 
1947 .. ...•...•.......•............ • .. . 2 ,984 283 84 615 
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Morphine seizures during the year "'ere less than those made :i n 1946. 

The tota.l qttantity of morphine seized d~~ing .15:47 '\-Tas forty-tvo ounces, 

176.5 gra i ns (one kilogramme; 202 grammea), compar ed with fifty-one ounces 

(one kilogramroe, 441t granunes) seized in 1946. The seizures were confined 

mostly to morphine sulphate, stolen or diverted from licit channels, and 

to morphine tartrate. so;t.ut':i.on, likewise stolen, diverted or lost from 

United States military stores. Morphine hydrochloride of a muddy colour 

and improperly bleached was seized on the Mexican border. This ' mdrphirie 

was of Mexic~ origin a~ apparently had been produced in clandestine 

laboratories. 

A seizure of t'\-TO ounces , 168 grains (sixty-eight grruurnes) of morphine 

sulphate was .made at New Orleans, Louisi~, on a vessel arr iving from 

Brazil, and a seizure of one ounce, 257 grains (forty~five ·grammes} of 

morphine tartrate of United States manufacture ws effected at Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, on a ship arriving from Cuba . 

l'Jo large seizures of rcorphine sulphate vrere made and whenever this 

drug was encountered the price was extremely high. In ·most districts 

prices ranged from sl~ghtly less than a dollar a grain to as high as 

seven and eight dollars a grain. The continued shorta5es of mol')?hine in 

the illicit traffic vTe.s evidenced by numerous thefts of this drug from 

pharmacies and drug manufacturers and from ship's suppli es , and the forging 

of prescriptions . 

HEROIN · 

Total seizure::; of heroin amounted to 814 ounces (tventy-three 

kilogrammes, eighty-one grammes), ·compared with 314 ounces (eight 

kilogra.mmes, 8.97 gra~es)_ seized in 1946 . This decided increa.se in the 
quantity of heroin seized was due to sever al large seizures at the port 

of New York. Of the total heroin seized, . c27 ounces (six kilogrammes, 434 

grammes) were seized in the internal ·t r affic , while 587 ounceo (sixteen 

kilogrammes, 647 grammes) were ·seized at ports and borders. There were no 

large i.ndividua.l seizures of heroin in the internal traffic. · 

The largest individual seizure of heroin, thirty-two pounds , four. , 

ounces 1 seven grains (fourteen kilogrammes, 629 grammes) , was made at 

Ne,., York City on 16 March .1947, on the French steamship SAINT TROPEZ . 

The second l ar gest eeizure· consisted of ~ s'ix pounds 
1 

181 grains (t'l-To· 

kilogrammes, 733 grammes) at New York City on 2 February 1947, on the • 

America-n steamship JOEN ERICCSON . In both instances the hero.in came from 
~-- - ... _,_ · -- - - ..t~ - ... __ ~-----1-- .. , 1"'\l t"'T-
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( 218 .. grammes) of heroin was made ~'t !je,.r York City from two cr ewembers of 

th~ ·Italian .steamship VJW.AlVlA • . 

· ·In· -ether sections of ··the country th~ supply of herot n ·Has somev1hat 
• ' ' 4 ., 

curtailed, . alt~ougq o~ the. Mexic~po~der .customs se~zures . of poorly 
. . . . . . . . . . 

bleached Me.xican her.oin vrere .quite . numerqus. Hovrever these seizures 11ere 

small ind;ividual~y • .. , 

("Hi_ghly_ ·aq1Jlteratecl her~in~ .the a;du].teration sometim~s exceeding 

ninety-nine per cent, . s.9ld .in Nevr Yor~, 

$1 a gra~n, . and l~ss adulterated herein 

locatior.s tor; bet,.r_ee.n $4oO and ,.$500 . 

the pri~cipal market, for about . . ' . . 

in one ounce lots sold i~ ~~rious 

COCAINE 

The ~o:tal quan:tit;y of cocai ne seized duri ng the year ,;as t'·renty-seven 
' ' ' ' .~ : I 

ounces (767 6l"amme:;;}-; co~ored :~-rith t-..renty-eight ounces . (781 grammes) 
. . . ... 

s .~ized i11 1_946 • .. One large seizure o:f' cocaine, oonsis~ing of thir-€e~n 

ounces, fifty grains (372 grammes) uas. made at the port o~· New York on .a 

v~ss~l . arriving .from a Chilean. port.. . The coc~ir.e ~s .b.elieved to have been 

a Pe:ruvian _origin. Customs at Ne,·r York made. ~hree other se i zures of 

cocaine on ·ships coming f r om P~ru and Chile aiJ:d there are indications . that 

cocaine may be obtained rather. easily at. seaports in, those _countrfes • 

. A -seizure of two :~;ounds , fourteen ou.:.1.ces '· 218 .75. grain$ (one kilog~amme, 

318 graim:i.es ) of coca l eaves , was .made from a !_)ass enger on an. airpl~ne 
arriving from Bolivia. . The person in l-lhose ba.ggage the coca. le_aves l-rere 

found cl aimed that his wife boiled the leaves and consumed the infusion 

as a tonic, havina noted that the natives of Bolivia used coca l eaves in 

this manner • 

CODEI NE 

With the exceptior .. of one seizure, the. illicit traffic in codeine 

·vas · neglig~ble ~ . The or.e .important seiz11.U'e amounted to two pounds , n'in~ . 

ounces, 372 grains . (o~e ~i],ogr~e, .186 granmes-) of codeine contained in 

a non-narcotic ·.substance vhich Vf?i@e.d forty-two pounds , one ounce, 87.. 5 

grains (nineteen kilogx·e.mmes, eighty~ five gramQ!.es). This se:!,zure was .· 

found in the \-Tater tanl: of a ve.ssel 'mich had .arrived from the Philippines . 

The cases conta.ining tl.e c~deine had been pilfer ed f r om cargo . 

. . Codeine encountered in the internal traffic apparently had been 

stolen from ph~acies by persons unabl e to - obta~n other. opiates. The 

total quantity of··oode:ine peized ~ounted to .sixty- eight ounces (one . 

kilogramme , 925 grammee), compared with seventeen ounces (463 ,grammes) 

seized· i n 1946• .':; 



ANALYSIS OF THE ILilCIT TRAFFIC 

E/CN. 7 /'.f ;24 . 
Page 21 · 

TlTBKEY, Il'IDIII., IRAN, AND MEXICO CHIEF SOURCES OF SUPPI,Y 

The trends in the illicit traffic in nnr.cotic drugs in the 

United States in 1947 began to take on a resemblance to conditions in· 

pr e-war days. A fe,., of the old sources o:f supply, such as. France and 

Italy, again became active . In addit ion, India and Turkey became 

increasingly active as bases for the smuggling of cannabis ~1d opium. 

This 1·1as verified by chemical and physical examination of the drugs · 

seized, by statements of defendants and by itineraries of vessels involved. 

Ra\·1 opium seizures increased in the Atlantic coast area and the 

quantity seized l·Tas greater than in 1946, although not as gt'ea·t ae in 

several pre-war years. ~nth the r eopening of Near Eastern ports and the 

steady increa.se in shipping from that area, it became evident that Turkey 

had again become a major source of supply of ralT opium and· hazhish. In 

fact , Turkish raw opium seizures led all others. Inva.riably, the opium 

'\>Ta.s of excellent quality, and usually contained from twelve to fourteen 

per cent anyhdrous morphine. 

Indian raw opium seizures were heavy ·in the Atlantic coast area, 

being almost equal to seizures of Turkish opium. It was found that 

Indian r aw opium averaged approximately 8.5 per ce:1t anhydrous morphine. 

Generally, · it appeared in the form of lumps, slabs and balls. 

Seizures of Iranian raw opium were more frequent than seizures of 

Turkish and Indian ra.'~ opium, but the quantity seized was smal-ler. 

Iranian ra'~ o:pium encounter ed was in all cases in the form of finely 

:processed sticks about 'the size of a long pencil , and in many instances 

bore paper labels identifying it as the :product of the IRANIAN GO~~ 

OPIUM MQUOPOLY. Frequently, masters of vessels and ship 's -officers 

furnished to customs the disturbing information that raw opium stict..s were 

r eadily available in Iranian ports. In fact, it was stated that certain 

Iranian customs officers when they boarded United States vessels 

solicited the purchase of opium, or i ts exchange by barter f or American 

c igarettes . 

There '\>rere several seizures of ra.,., opium and cannabis on vessels 

arri 'ving from Singapore, Hong Kong and Shallghai Hhich indicated that 

narcotic drugs were available in those ports for smuggling into the 

United Stat es . Information was received from merchant seamen that 

Shanghai and Singapore in particular are hotbeds of narcotic activities, 

and seamen were approached in those ports frequently and offered opium 

and cannabis for smuggling into United States ports. Another disturbing 
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bit of information was discovered b'y ctistoms' whim i t was found that 

practically all of the creHmem.ber s of an incoming 'resael had in their 

possessi on adver 'tisemeuts of a Karachi r etail opium shop , 

With r espect t o morphine, 'it. apPear ed that the traff ic in this 

drug was ccnr"ined. to morphi ne sulpha-te stolen or diverted . froUl l icit 

channels, morphine tartrate syrettes· obtained in the same' manner, and 

morphine hydrochlori'd.e ·smuggled from· Mexic-o~ The illicit traffic i n 

this· drug -vras ' lighter tlian in 1946. 

Since French a.nd Ita lian ports again seem to be bases for the 

smuggling of heroin i nt:> the United Stat es, it is· expect ed, that the 

suppl y of that drug vnll incr ease steadily. During 1947 over thi rty-eight 

pound~' (severiteen kilogt'animes, 237 · grammes) of heroin were seized on 

ve-ssels coming f r om Le :ravr e and Marseille, · and i n December of ·that year 

over seven ounces (1.98 31'8lllllles ) cf heroin .,rere seized- on en I -talian vessel. 

The heroin ·in these cas ~s 1-1as at full strength and. when adulterated to 

the· extent pract1s ed iri New ·york City and other major marlcets, it could 

be multiplied to a great extent. 

The situat ion 'd th regard to the smuggling of Mexican pr epar ed 

opium appears t o be debricrating· year by year. \~hereas seizures of 

Mexican opium 1-1ere not :1eavier· than in preceding years, information 

received r efl ects t hat the" growing of the opium poppy and the pr eparation 

of pr epared Ol>ium destbed · for but one market, the United Stat es , has 

expanded from but · t'-10 lJl:3xican States, namel y Sonora· and . Sinaloa, to· 

numerous other Mexican :3tates. The illicit opium trt:~.ffic no'-1 seems to be 

well crganized . Smal ·l 1irstrips are constructed in the hilly ·country in· 

which the poppies are gco,m, thus enabling the traff:lckers to fly the 

opium from t hose often lnaccessible regions to points nea.r the border, 

where H may be smuggl e·l · int·o the Uhi ted States in some other manner . 

Several airplanes and Llnding · strips have been ' discovered· by Mexican 

authorities ·and destr oy3d . Fede'ral .authGrities have not yet seized an 

airplane in the act of .;muggling opium into the United Stat es.; · but there: 

was one · instance in '1-Thbh the opium vas -brought into thi3 country · i n this 

manner and then. f lolm b.1ck into Mexico. Narcotic agents arrested one 

person '1-rho M .d used his privat e airplane tO'' transport opium and. seized the 

plane. It is poss ible -~hat he flew · the· opium into the United. States from 

Mexico . 

The follo"Ting seiz'.ll'es of ra,., opium, lmovn t o· have originated i n 

Mexico, have been effec· ;ed iri the ·United States: .... 

···, 



Year Ounces Grains 
- -- ____ ... ___ 
194-o . 4 • , •••••••••••••••••••••• 320 
19~1 • ....... ' ........ ' ... . • ... .. 460 

1942 . •..••... ' .... ~ ......... ~ . 555 350 
194-3 .............. . . .. ..... . ... 1,175 
194!~ .......................... 240 34o 
1945 t I t t t t I t I 1 t f f f f t I f I I t 1 1 I 1 I 954 228 

1946 ....• ~ ···················· 224 376 
1947 . . ...........•....... ..... 1,216 
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Kilogrammes 

9 
13 
15 

33 
6 

27 
6 

34 

Grammes 

241 
40 

757 
-

311 
826 
61 

375 
474 

The following seizures of prepar ed opium, known to have originated in 

Mexico, have been effect ed in the United States: 

Year Ounces Grains Kilogrammes .. Gr ammes 

1940 ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 4 ill 

1941. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 169 323 
1942 .......... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,192 31 33 795 
1943 .......................... 1,873 323 53 121 
1944.......................... 1,939 59 54 975 
1945 ."' .. '... . .......... . .... . . 2,137 429 60 612 
1946 . . ' . ' .. ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 , 257 429 35 66l~ 

1947 ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 472 41 731 

United States seizures of marihuana of Mexican origin for 1945 
amounted to 4,260 ounces, 397 grains (121 kil ogrammes , eighty-one grammes) . 

In 1946 they amounted to 5,947 ounces , 141 grai ns (168 ki l ogrammes, . 608 
grammes) • In 1947 t hey ·a.mormted t o 8,829 ounces , eighty- six grains 

( 250 kilogranunes , 309 grammes) • 

The Mexican authorit ies i ndicate that they ha.ve increased, and will 

conti nue t o i ncrease, their efforts aimed at t he prevention of the growing 

of the opium poppy and the destruction of fields of poppies already planted . 

Seizures of cannabis were mor e frequent and heaviest on t he Mexican 

bor der . Hoi·rever, there were extr emely numerous and sumetimes heavy seizures 

of marihuana, hashish, charas, chiras, t a krouri, dagga, ganja and bhang 

at Atl antic coast and· Mexican Gulf ports on vessel s coming f rom lat in 

American, Indian and other Far ·Eastern, European and Near East ern ports . 
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Drugs. a~railable to the illicit traffic continued to be relatively . -·. . . ' .. . . . 
scarce and prices · remained very high . Ml'lrph5.ne sul phate , stolen or 

·di verte<l from l egi timat 3 c:b.armels , ,.ras more readily obta-inabl e than 

. heroin in soi:le sections of the country. However~ highly adulterated 

hero:l.n ,.ras a.Yail able in som~ areas at almost · prohibitive prices. In · the 

Ne,-r York area, the Mexi ~an border and southern· California;· opium· ,.ras more 

freely available than othe~. drugs. 

EX.A1•1PLES OF SlGNIF!CANT CASES IN TBE ILLICIT ~IC 

Sl.flJGGLil'lG FRm4 TURKEY 

When the Turkish s·~eamship BAKIR arrived.' at Jersey City, NeW' Jersey, 

from . Ista.nbul·, customs. :~earchers 0!1 8 and 9 February 1947, found tuelve 

pound~~ , five ounces, 1715 •. 5 grains (five kilogra.mmes, 596 grammes) of 

TURIITSH r a,·r opium in th~ possession of tvo Turkish crewmembers. of the 

vessel. 

TURIITSH ·raw opil.nn •.reighing ten patmds, eight ounces, 118 grains 

(four kiiogrammes, 110 1~rammes), Ioo ·grains (six grammes) of prepared 

opium, 175 ~ains (elev'm grammes) of opium dross 'and ·218.75 grains 

(fourteen gra.n:mes) of O)ium solution were seized at Norfolk, Virginia:, 

on 30 J an•.tary .1947 , fron a Chinese cr emmember of the American steamship 

VILlANOVA VICTORY which arrived from Hamburg~ This Chinese had in l1is 

possession a paper show:~ng the name of a. notoriouo Chinese trafficker. 

On 12 Februar y 1947, cu:Jtoms officers at Baltimore~ Haryland, seized s even 

pounds , fourteen ounces, 350 grains (three xil6grammes, 595 grammes) ·of 

TURKISH r a:\·T opiUI:l from n Chinese cre,nnember of tM Aiilerican steamship 

THOMAS B. KING i·ihich ar:~ived f rom Hamburg. This defendant had in his 

possession the name -and address of the same notorious Chinese trafficker. 

A 9ei~Ul'e of TURICWH r aw opium weighing twe~ve pounds, . one ounce , 

120 grains (five kilog:rummes, 479 grammes) was made ~1t New York . on 

8 August 1947, by custons on the American st~amship MARINE CABP which . 

arr ived from Beirut . 

SMUGGLING FROM INDIA 

The · l a.r gest individual seizure was made in July and August 1947 at 

Boston, l.fassachusetts, nnd Ne,·r York City • . It .consisted of fifty- five 

pounds , · 'four· ounces, · 28:. grains (twenty- five kilogrammes, eighty grammes) 

of I NDIAN' raM opium ·ond: eight ounces (227 g:rernmes ) of opium solution ... The 

seizure ,.,as made on the Br.itish steamship .SILVERLARCH when it arrived . from 

Indian ports ·via ' the Me eli t errane an r . The master of the vessel di.scovered a 

part of the contraband ''hile at sea ivhich he turned over to customs . The 
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The second largest seizure a-nd probably the most important one 

of the year wes the seizure effected near Cal exico , California, on 

22 J\Ule 1947. This case is lmown as the "Affray at t·loodbine Check" end 

is reported belou . 

JUDAH AND , ISAAC EzRA 

In 1933 the case of Judah and Isaac Ezra was r eported which 

i nvolved the smuggling of a vast quantity of assorted narcotics . They 

each r eceived a sentence of twelve years imprisonment and each was f i ned 

$12, 000 . In 194o J udah Ezra was r eleased from the penitentiary and 

deported to Shanehai -where he has continued to live . Isaac Ezra l-tas 

r eleased at. the same time and took up r esidence in Seattle , Washington, 

being an American citizen . 

On 7 March 1947, '\·torkmen r eno-..rating a building in Sa.n Francisco 

discovered what proved t o be a large quantity of narcotic drugs secr eted 

betl-7een the ceilinz and_ the r oof near apartment 2 . I nvest igation by 

customs officer r evealed that the building had be~n ovmed by Isaac Ezra 

from 1931 through 1933 and that apartment 2 had been rented to Judah Ezra 

and his Hife. Isaac Ezra, who since his release from prison, has 

apparently been leading a l aw-abiding life disclaimed any knOldedge of 

the narcotic drugs . 

The pr epared opium which was discovered appeared to be authentic 

five-tael and one- tael pr oducts of the opium factory of the French Leased 

Terri tory of Kltangchc-w-wan and bore the BOOSTER & ELEPHANT brand 

(LAM KEE - MACAO). 

"AFFRAY AT HOODBINE CHECK" 

One of the largest seizures of smoki~g opium in recent years was 

made by customs and ~rcotic agents near Calexico, California, on 

22 June 1947 , following a forty- five minute gun battle. The seizur e 

consisted of approximately 877 ounces (t,~enty-four kilogrammes, 877 grammes) 

of smoking opium contained in 138 five-tael tins. 

Cust oms officers on the border had learned that smugglers in Calexico 

were offering huge quantities of narcotics fo~ sa~e in the narcotic 

undel"\70rld. A na.rcotic agent was detailed to work undercover on the 

border. After several weeks of delicate and hazardous ,.,ork, he succeeded 

in penetr ating the smuggling organization and obtained i nformati on which 

enabled the officers to intercept the delivery. 
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The opium was taken across the border. at · ~ isolated spot called 

Hoodbine Check about seven miles from Calexico where there is a bridge 

across -the All-Alnericar. canal . 'l'lhe cir cumstances made it impossible to 

get much of a f orce to the s'cerie "'ithout frightening the smugglers. In 

the gun battle between the customs officers and the narcotic agents on ·the 

one side and the ban oi Mexican smugglers on the other , none of the 

Americans '1a s hit althcugh the customs automobile ;.ras bullet riddled . 

Several of the smuggle Is were believed to have been wounded, One lras 

captured. A few hours after the shooting, the . chief of polic~ ' or Mexicali, 

Mexico, · , ·TaS tnurdered b;y machine gun fire. The theory is held that he 'Was 

killed by 'smugglers bee a use of their erroneous belief that the chief 

had been of assistance· to the America.n officers in effectir.g tlie seizure • . 

This particular bEn of Mexican smugglers was made up cf' persons 

with vicious criminal 1·ecords, heavily amed and reputed ·to be very 

dangerous, Their ectic·ns when accosted bore out . this reputation . On~ 

of the principals , JESlS MARIA REYNA.:..CE:IAYA, ;.1as convicted on 

9 October 1947, at San Diego, Cal.ifornia., and a. sentence· of ten yea.rs 

in the penitent i ary "'ae imposed:. 'A co-defendant/PABLO MARTINEZ GALVEZ, • 

was acquitted ,.rhen a j ury lSelieved his story that he had been forced to· , 

accompany the smugglin€: band after this vicious gang had put him in fear 

of death. 

"107~~ STREET MOB" - NE\-1 YORK CITY 

In the ·1946. report, reference was made" to investigations c·onducted 

jointl y by the Federal· Bureau of Narcotics , the Ne'-1 Yor k County ·District 

Attorney, a~d· the Ne'1 York City Police Department r esuiting in the ' arrest 

in December 1946 of CHI.RLES AWERO, JOSEPH GAGLIANO and others, ~harged 

with the unla"torful sale of heroin. 

In April 1947, ALhERO and GAGLIANO were convicted and each sentenced 

to a. term of five to tE:n years in tbe penitentik-y. " GAGUANO ~ommitted 

suicide in the. Bronx C<•unty Ja'n on 16 April 1947. 
Other member s of 1;his ·mob who ~ere . convicted in April 194-7 and the 

the sentences each r eCEd.:ved are iisted below: 

ANGELO l.OIAGANO 5 to 16 years 
. -

ANTHONY LUCENTO 5 td 10 years 

NICHOLAf; GNAZZO 4 t6 8 year·5 

.Am10ND J>IRAGNOU · 2 to '5 
.. 
yea.rs 

/PEDRO RO~RI9YEZ, 
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~~0 RODRIGUEZ of San Antonio, Texas , was one of the most notor ious 

narcotic deal ers in the border area , with a criminal r ecord extending back 

to 1915, incl udi ng seven convictions for narcotic violations . He was 

killed in a sa l oon bra•lll i n December 1946 . 
His pl ace in the narcotid traffic was taken by his son PEDRO RODRIGUEZ , 

also known as Pete . On the night of 29 December 19471 Pedro was arrested 

a.t a railroad sta.tion in San Antonio lTi th a fiftf'fln year old e3irl, after 

approximately 3 ounces (85 grammes) of heroin had been seized from her 

baggage aboa~ a train about to depart for Los Angel es, Cal ifornia . Pedro, 

who already had a wife , had brought this juvenile to San Antonio from 

Mexico City end had asked her t o carry the package c~ntaining the drugs 

to Los Angel es 1 ,.rher e he subsequentl y was to .join her . 

He had enlist ed the aid of a dining car porter to bring this heroi n 

from Mexico City to San Anton!o . This man was l ater identified as 

VICENTE R. AVILA and placed under arrest . 

IMPORTANT \~ASHI:~GTON, D. C. NARCOTIC T.RAFFI CKER COHVICTED 

Ll\\.JRENCE PEDEN, considered one of the most important distributors of 

heroin in Hashington, D. C., was arrested in September 1947 at LaGuardia 

Airport in Nevr York in possession of 3 ounces (85 grammes) of her oin f or 

which he had paid $1500. This he uas going to r esell i n highly adul terated 

form in Hashington, D. C. 

On 21 January 1948, PEDEN was convicted by a jury at Brooklyn, New York, 

and l at er sentenced to a term of five year s impriso~ent . Tvo other 

narcotic cases against PEDEN ar e pending in Hashington, D. C. 

ROBBERY OF MADISON \·THOLESA!E DRUG COMPANY 

Some incr ease in the availability of nar cotic dr ugs of the smuggled 

type has not decreased the interest of thugs and hoodl ums i n the divers i on 

of medicinal stock into i llicit channel s . Numerous burglar ies and r obber ies 

of r egistered est ablishments have been r eported and i nvestigat ed. 

For example , in the Baltimore district (Maryland, Vi r ginia, Hest Vir ginia, 

North Car olina and the District of Columbia) , t he Federal Bureau of Nar cotics 

par ticipated to a greater or l esser extent with l ocal author ities in t he 

i nvest igation of cases l eading to the apprehension of twenty- three burglars 

or robbers . 

Illustratins a type of depredation with which the Bureau has··h8d to 
contend is the follmring: 

/T.,.. .To "''""~~ 1 Oh.7 



E/CN.7/H.24 
Page 28 · · 

In January 191'-7 four armed men staged a holdup in the Madison Whol esal e 

Drug Company, Madison, Hbconsin. After binding the muna.ger with adhesive 

tape ~ the · robbers made th•}ir. escape with a lkrge quantity of narcotic drugs . 
. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . r . .. 

From the modus operandi , ~ Lt was surmised these might be members or· a 

north Texas gang ~nd. subs•~que~t joi nt efforts: ·of Uisconsin 'and Texa·s ·law · 

enforcement officers and ·:;his Bureau result·ed. ' in the &·rest and r eturn to ' 

Madison, Wisc~nsin~ ··or· \JJA:~TER MACK BU'RNS, GLEN LEE AL"'J'EY, AND ROBERT MORGAN 

MASSINGILL, . a.ll notorious robbers and 8unmen .' Thes~ men ar e being held for 

trial for robbery in the utat e ~ourt at Madison, Wisconsin. 

An. interesting sidel::ght of t his case: 'involve~ ·ro~1MY BRYANT, oldtime 

bank robber, · tiiiet and na);cotic peddl er. vlhen it vias ascertained tha.t he 

was smuggi ing narcot i cs i ]{t o the Texas State Peilitentietry to. his br ot her , 

a. search ,.,ar rant vms obta:.ned and a quantity ·or narcottcs s eized i n his 

rOQm inl4esquite , Texas. At . t he t ime,"BRYANT -was in Madison, \-Jisconsin~ - . 
as a ·witness for the d.erkudants in the Madison Drug Company r obbery case 

in August 1947 ~ 

BRIANT, after his ar rest, was r eturned to Texas and the Governor r evoked 

his pa.role and sent him back to the penitentiary to ~erve for ty years, t he 

unexpir ed portion of a fi ::'ty year sentence previously given him for robbery. 
i . 

THE,. CASJ: OF MARGJmY DURANT GREEN, Er AL 

. . 
Investigation r evealE!d t hat the very 'Wec.lthy 'MARGERY DURANT GREEN 

and her husband FITZHUGH <:BEEN "'ere addict ed ·to narcoti-c · drugs . Sub sE>quently 

it v1as learned that FRED P. DEISLER , a private detective of Ne-w York City 

was delivering narcotic dl'Ugs tb the Greens at their palatial home near 

New Canaan, ' Connecticut . Oil 21 aune· 191-1-7 1 DEISLER deliver ed 16 ounces· 

( 488 grammes) of' be:roin t o 'the Greens ·for which he coll ected $32, 760 . 

Folloving the i~c1ictn~nt of th~se per sons D~ISLER tmd FITZ'JUGH GREEN 

enter ed a plea of guilty <•n 24 October 1947 . DEISLER was sentenced to 

six months imprisonment artd fined $2~000. FITZHUGH GRE:EN was pl aced on 

probation for f ive years . On 2 December ' 194T, Green ·area of natural causes·. 

The cas e aga.inst MARGERY I1URANT GREm is still pending·~ 
~ : . 

TORCH SI NGER . CONVICTED OF NARCOTIC IA\!1 VIOlATION . ~ .· 

Agents of this Burea\i received r eliabl e information that BILLIE HOLiDAY, 

nationa.uy kn6,m ·blues sir:ger was ad.di.ctea to nar cotic drugs. investigation 

at Phi l adelphia, Pennsylvenia, where she -'~s' ~ppearing resulted. i n t he '·. 

arrest on 16 May 1947, of JAMES ASENDI O, road manager for BILUE HOLIDAY, : 
• I . ' . • . . . . .. . . . . 

and the se'izure of a qua'riUty of ·narcotic drugs ·which belonged to HOUDAY . . . .· .. 
The blues singer eluded ax·r est but was later apprehended at Nev York City • 

.. , 
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Reportedly, she had been spending approximately $40,00 a day for narcotic 

drugs to satisfy her addict i on, She stated that her addiction was brought 

on because of her desire for hew thrills , as she had become bored wi th all 

other fo~s of di~sipation. 

On 27 May 1?4J , BILLIE HOLIDAY was sentenced to a term of· one year 

and one day i n the United Stat es Industrial Reformatory for Women, 

Alderson, vlest Virginia. Asendio was l a ter convicted and sentenced t~ . . , . . : . 
imprisonment f or .a. similar t erm. He has filed en appeal which is pending. 

CASE OF WALTER S . HOOPER 

. . 
Intens ive investiga:tion developed tha t WALTER s. HOOPER, a persistent 

nar cotic peddler, having four previou.s arrests for ~arcotic law violations, 

1res in communication with peddlers of narcotic drugs in eastern cities. 

On 3 Nay 1947 1 an air express package arr ived for him at Sacra.:nento 1 · 

Ca~ifornia7 i n . the name of E. J. O'Keefe . It had been sent f r om 

Chicago , Illi~ois 7 but the name of t he sender was fictitious. This 

package contained a book, , the pages of which had been hollowed out, and 

et~nceaJ.ed therein ,.,ere 1 ounce (28 grammes) of heroin and 225 grains 

(15 g-rammes)' of · smoldng opi1l!ll. HOOPER was arrested when he called for 

this package; his home was see.rched and add.i t io:1al her oin '\\aS found . 
' ""·. .. . . . .. 

' ·lhile at l ibe.rty on bail he· was arre<:;·i;ed by state officer:; i n 

San Pranc.isco~ C·.J.ifornia, . on 2)+' J~e 19'n I in possessi~n of' t ·wo 5·tael 

tins ~f smoking opium a.nd 1: o~ce' (28 gre.wnes) of her oin of Mexican origin. 

On a :plea of guilty to t he Federal char ge a t Sacr~ento he was 

sentenced to seven year s imprisonment and fined $ido.oo .· 

In the 1946 ;rep.o~ the c.~se of DR_. LE~POID W. BRANDENBURG 1 Union City~ 

Ne'\>T J er sey, was mentioned. DR . BRAl."'J'T.JEN'BliD.G had received a sentence o:f 
' . . 

five years. i~riso_nme1.~ , but his case was .pending on appeal to the 

United St ates .Circuit Court of Appeals . ' On 2 J·~Aly 194'7 1 the Court of 

App,eals affirmed the j udgment of the l ower cour t . BF.AI'IDENBURG filed a 
' . 

petition for a wri t of certiorari i n the UAi t ed States Supr eme Court 

which 'was denied o~ .20 Oct ober 1947. DR. BRANDENBuRG has .. been convicted 

of aborti on in the St ate of New J ersey nnd in 1947 was arrest ed as the 

~~ad of an abort.ion mill in the State of New York. Ria licenses to 

practi ce medicine in the States of New Jerse~ and New York have now been 

r~yoked . 

/NEW YORK )?IIYSI 9IAN 
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NE lv Y<mK PHYSICIAN SEN'fENCED . .. . . '. ·. ' . . ' 

DR • .HUGo 'FRANCESE, Bronx, New York, was. :f.'Otmd · gU.ilty of violating 

the Federal· narcotic la" end on· 13· January 19~7, was sentenced:,to serve 

a term of imprisonment cf eighteen months in an institution to be ·designated 

by th~·. Attorney General. A drUg addiet rep.orted tb · agents of this Bureau 

that he ha(t' knovin DR . · FBANCEsE for a nilmber of years · and -had pure he sed 

narcotic drugs from · him. The addict reported that the ·doctor had a quantity 

df na~cotfc• drugs that he warited· to sell for $300 .00. · Thereafter, the . 

addict told DR . FRANCESE that he bad .a buyer for the drugs and introduced 

to him a narcotic a.gent working undercover . Tile sale vas consummated and 

the doctor immediately arreoted. 

Several cases ·Here made d'uring the year involving the unlawful 

dis~ensing of narcotic drugs by physicians ·who abuse their high profession 

for gain and administer dr' '}lrescribe narcotic drugs promiscuously for the 

sole purpose of satisfying or ca.tering to drug addiction. 

. NUMBER OF NARCOTIC DRUG LI).W VIOlATORS IN FEDERAL PRISONS . . 

On 30 June 1947, out of a total prison population of 19,567 convicted 

of Federal offep~es, 1,757 were serving sentences imposed under the . 

Federal narcotic drug ani marihuana l aws. Of the total Federal prison 

population approximatel y nine per cent we r e persons convicted of violation 

of the Federal narcotic irug and marihuana laws • 

ILLICIT TRAFFIC IN MARIHUANA 

(Can.nabis S~~iva L.) 

In 1947 there were :;eized by the Bureau o~ Narco·t i cs in the internal 

traffic 10,856 mmces ( 3 J7 kilogramm~s, 110 grammes) of bulk marihuana; . . 

· 198 ounces (5 kilogramme:;, 613 grammes) of marihuana seed; and. 101060 

marihuana. cigarettes, welghing 230 ounces (6 kilogrammes, 521 grammes), 

in comparison lrl th 10,361 ounces ·( 293 kilograttlllles, 742 grammes) of bulk 

marihuana; 110 ounces ( 3 kilogrannnes , 120 grammes) of marihuana eeed; and 

10,023 ma:tihuana cigarettes, weighing 229 otmces (6 kilogrammes, 495 g:r~es) 

seized in 1946. A:t port:; and borders, seizures ·by customs officers were · 

16,312 ~unces (462 kilogrammes , 456 grammes) · of bulk marihuana; 44o ounces 

(12 kilogrammee, 488 gra:mnes) of marihuana seed; and 1,858 marihuana . 

cigarettes, weighing 1~2 ·~unces ( 1 kilogramme; .191· gran~mes), in compar ison 

'nth 11,693 ounees· (331 ~logrammes; 501 grammes) of bulk marihuana, and 

3,4ol marihuana cigarett·~s, weighing 78 ,ounces .(2 kil()grammes1 204 ~s) 
seized in 1946. 

/Customs 
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Customs seizures of cannab.it~ ~ere t"requent on the Atlantic coast, 

Mexican Gulf , Mexican border and Pacific coast, but were not as heavy 

in volume as during the preceding year . There was a steady increase 

in the number of seizures of marihuana on vessels arriving from European·, 

Indian and Near Eastern ports . The bulk of the marihuana seized by 

customs· was on the Mexican border, where there was a continuo1m stream 

of the drug in cigarette and bulk form through the ports of Brownsville 1 ' 

Laredo, Hidalgo, Noge.les , San Ysidro and Cal exico . There were several 

seizures :of mar ihuana on the Mexican border which were heavier in volume 

than any made in the preceding year. 

The largest marihuana seizure of the year involved 143 pcuncla, 

2 ounces, 40 grains (64 kilogrammes, 925 grwmnes), and was made at Laredo, 

Teze.s, on 18 August 1947, from FRED N. OLIVER, ANGEL CALVO CORONADO and 

PASQUAL VEGA FLOIU!S who smuggled it f rom Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, and then 

loaded it on a truck with a view to t aking it inland before they wer e 

apprehended by customs patrolmen. 

Cannabis seizures at Atlantic coast and Mexican gulf ports included 

23 pounds, 8 . ounces (10 kilogrammes, 669 grammes) of dagga; 16 pounds , 

12 ounces, 136 . 5 grains (7 kilogrammes , &Y( grammes) of hashish; 7 pounds, 

10 ounces , 107 grains ( 3 kilogrammes 1 466 gr!UilllleS) of ta.krouri, 6 pounds , 

379 grains (2 kil ogrammes , 746 grammes) of ~haras; 10 ounces (284 grammes) 

of bhang, 6 ounces, 34 .5 grains (172 grammes) of ganja; and 2 ounces, 

34o grains (79 grammes) of chir as . 

There were thirty seizures of takrouri and hashish on vessels 

arriving from French ports; seventeen seizures of ganJa, bhang and charas 

from Indian ports; sixteen seizures of dagga from South African ports; 

sixteen seizures of takrouri and chiras from North African ports; eleven · 

seizures of t akrouri and hashish from Italian ports; six seizure~ of 

takrour1 and hashi sh frcm Antwerp; four seizur~e of takrouri and hashish frorr 

German ports; and one se~zure of takrouri from a Sp~ish port . 

ALEJO INEGES AGREDANO 

In J une 1946 ALEJO .INEGES AGREDANO was arrest ed by customs officers 

at San Antonio, Texas , in a case concerning some 33 pounds (14 kilogrammss, 

969 grrumnes) of ma~ihuana.. He was arrested by the Chicago, Illinois, 

police in Ma:rch 1947 in connection with a. seizur e of 6o pounds 

(26 kilogrammes, 216 grammea ) of marihuana .. The fi l es of this Bureau 

also i ndicate a connection between AGREDANO an4 ROGALIO CAliDANOSA and 

ARTURO RUIZ, apprehended on 19 August 1947, by cu8toms officers at 

Eagl e Pass , TE:xas, in possession of 72 pounds (32 kilogrammes, 659 grammes) 
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On · the night · of · 4 l lovember 1947, at Chicago 1 Illi nois 1 a narcQtic agent 1 

after negotiati ng with ~ .n intermediary, Ralph Hic-ks, for the purchas.e ·.of . 

5 pounds (2 kilogrammes : 268 grammes) of marihuana .for a ·total of $500 .oq 

\ras taken t6 a 'point nef.r the intersection of Loomis- and Polk Streets 

wher e AcmEDANO appear ed· ·nth the marihuana . When the. agent attempted to

place hfm ·under arrest i AGREDANO drew a pistol and t he agent was compelled 

to 'shoot him, the- btille1 going·tbrough hiS left arm a.nd }?enetrating the 

che.st eavi ty. 

:· 'AGREDANO died of tl:.ese wounds on· 5 November 1947 . A coronel' '-s jury 

r eturned a verdict of jtstifiable homicide arid commended the .agent for 

his courage. · · 

VI . OTHER INFOBMATION 

EDUCATIONAL vlORK 

The Nationa l \·loman ' a Christian Temper ance Union and the General 

Federation of W~en's Cl ubs continued t o do _outstanding narcotic e'ucational 

work during the year. 

At ~ts 73rd .armual ' meeting the Nation~! Woman's. Christian Temperance 

Vnion unanimously . adopt~a,. on 12 J une 1947 I a r es?lution recommEmding to 

the coner~ss tha.t . the manufacture of all synthetic dange!ous. narc6t1o drugs 

'~hich sha~l be contro~ei by the Federal ne.r cotic ia~ be limited to the · 

total quantity necessary to suppl y medici nal and scientific r equirements 

in accordance with the principle of Articie· 6 of the 1931 Convention for . . . . . - . . 
Limitin,g t:Qe Manufacture and _R~_gulating the Distr ibution of Narcotic Drugs . 

. ~ .. . . . 

The same resolut~on also ~ecommended · to the United~ations Co~ssion on . .. 
Narcotic Drugs t hat thes~ synthetic narcoti c drugs b e pla-ced under the · 

same control as morphine under the international conventions r egulating 
• ' f* • ' • I • ~ ' • 

narcotic drugs . 

The 17th Convention of th~ Uorld ' s \>Toman 's Christian Temperance Union . . ... . 

meeting at Asbury Park, : ~e~ J ersey, 5-10 June 1947, also re~·ommended t~ 
the United Nations Commi;sion on Narcotic Drugs that the manufacture of 

new synt~etic narc.otics :>e limited, -t;o med~cal and scient ific needs by . . . . " 

being pl aced unc.\er the sam~ 1~'1iern~ti?nal ?ontrol s as morphine . 

RECID!1TISM IN NARCOTIC LA.\-1 VIOLATORS 

•' 
During the year the Federal ~ureau ,of Narcotics secured from the 

I ' ' ' 

Federal Bureau of. In;'(est:~gation of the Depar tment of Juetice, and ma.de . . . . . 
availabl e for use at triuls of the respective defendants , the criminal 

. . ~ ! , • ~ 

history of 2,7q4 persons arrested for violation of the Federa l narcotic . . . . '. 
1 R'!JR . 'f'hc t\'1" -lm-i no l no ,..'!,·, .,..",..,~ " .p rlc.Pc..,An .. +n 4n A·--'-·'- -.::1 "" - · - --"'-"" "-'· -
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A noteworthy example .. of· r.ecidivism in narcotic law violator s is t he 

Beland family of Texas . This notorious family including thieves, robbers, 

burglars , and d1•ug addicts i s composed of Mrs . WC'! (Ma) BEIAND, the mother . . 
and head of the gang, her son~ CHARLIE BELAND, JOE HENRY BELAND; her daughters 

ANNICE BElAND HAMILTON and WILLIE BElAND JAMES; ES'l'HER BEIAND 1 the wife of 

CHARLIE and JACQUELINE BElAND, the wife of .JOE; LI!SLIE V. JAMES, the husband 

of WILLIE and FRANCIS H. HAMILTON, the hue band of ANNICE . The husband of 

Lucy Beland and the father of her children was a respectable citizen who 

died many years ago, reportedly of a. broken heart caused by the depredations 

of his wife and chil~ren. 

List ed below are the convictions for narcotic law violations of the 

various members of this family: 

Lucy Beland 

Annice Bel and Hamilton 

1921 sentenced to 18 months 

1926 sentenced to 1 year and 1 da,y 

1938 sentenced to 2 years 

191q sentenced to 18 months 
(Previous arrests did not r esult in convictions) 

Char.lie Bel and 

Joe Henry Beland 

\-lillie Beland James 

1920 sentenced to 2 years 

1926 sentenced to 2 year s 

1934 sentenced to 2 years 

1940 sentenced t t:' 5 years to be 

followed by 5 years probation 

1942 sentenced to 7 years 

. 1926 sentenced to 2 years 

1934 sentenced to 20 months 

1938 sentenced to 5 years to be 

followed by 5 years probation 

1947 sentenced to 3 years· 

1931 sentenced to 3 years to be 

follo,.,ed by 5 years probation 

1937 sentenced to 5 years for 

violation of probation 

1938 sentenced to 5 years concurrently 

. wi th above .and 5 years probation 

1943 .sentenced to 18 months for 

violation of probat i on to be 

followed by 5 years probation 

1947 sentenced to 2 years by state 
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Esther Beland 

J acqueline Beland 

Francis ll. Hamili;on 

.. • ~ •. : .J 

1930 _sentenced to· 1 year e.nd 1 day 

1944 sen~nced to 5 yearc 
,. . . . .. . , . ' • 

1938 sentenced to 2 yea!S ,t _o· be 
' I, • •' • 

folloWed by 5 years probation 
. ., . .. . ···. . 

· 1937 · sent~nced to· 5 years 

~.l94l sentepced . td 2 years .in st ate .

court for theft of narcotics · 

1942 sentenced to 498 days for 

violat i on of conditional r elease 

1946 sentenced to 3 years 

(five addi tioru,l convictions for burglary and theft) 

Leslie V. James 

19~7 E?entencad to 15 months 

1931 sentenced to 5 years to be 

followed by 5 years probation 

1937 sentenced to 3 years for 

· viol ation of pro1le;t:ton 

1938 sentenced to 5 years concurrently 

with above to be followed by 

5 years probation 
' : . 

1947 sentenced to 3 yea~s · 

DEPORTATION OF Ar:: .n.:NS 

During the year the~_.e ,.,ere repor t ed to the Imr:1igrati on and Naturalization 

Service of th~. Dep~~nt ~f Justice, for dep~rtation1 102 convicted 

violators of . ~ederal. a!"!•l 3tate narcotic drug and marihua!la lEms . This 

b r ings the total number of' aliens reported for de:porta·tion· after , serving 

sentences .for n,arcotic off:'e~es to 1,522 since the legislation became 

effective in 1931. 

STATE BOARDS 

Under authority of t:1e Federal la1'1' approved 14 June 19301 as amended, 

the Commissioner of Narco·;ics, on behalf of the Secretary of the Treasury, 

furnished t he respective licensi ng boards in the s everal States "rith 

information in 167 case ::; ,,here licensed physicians, dentists; .. veterinarians, 

osteopaths, pharmacists, or . ·nurses had been convicted of violations of the 

Federal na;rc.otic drug la.w:~ or -had been :reported by investigating officers 

as being addicted to the use of na.rcoti 1~ drugs . Assistance is r endered 

these boards in the ~rose.c:ution of snch per sona with a view to the revocation 

or suspension of· l i censes issued to ·tHem and the consequent withdrawal of 
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Offi·cial narcotic order forms, which must be used to cover all sal es 

or transf ers of nar cotic drugs under the ~aw, are issued and sold to 

registrants by the Federal Government . From. time to time some of these 

official order forms are lost by or stolen from registrants, who are 

thereupon r equired to r eport the loss to the Commissioner of Narcoti cs . 

During 1947, twenty-five thefts and 240 instances of unaccounted- for 

l osses of order forms were reported to the Bureau of Narcotics. The 

Commissioner sends a bi-monthly list of such lost forms, showing their ' 

identify:J.ng serial numbers, to registrants who are authorized to make· · 

sales of drugs, with i.nstructions to r efuse to honour those reported as 

lost or st olen when and i.f pre.sented, but to report the ci.rcumstances, 

transmitting the order form or forms to the Bureau of Narcotics for 

investigation. 

BARBITURIC ACID DRUGS 

The abusive use of barbituric aci d drugs showed no evidence of 

declining during 1947 . Because of the 1-1ide scope .of the unrestrict ed 

use of these da.ngerous drugs 1 i t is believed that each Stat e should 

enact adequate l egislation to control the use of barbituric acid and 

other hypnotic drugs and 'provide for vigorous enforcement cf such 

legislati on. 

B . RA\-1 MATERIAlS 

VII. RAW OPIUM 

Raw opium is not produced in the United States and opiUm derivati.ves 

are not imported . All supplies of raw opium are, therefore , imported under 

official permit , and all supplies of opium ·derivatives ar e manufactured 

within the United States from the opium thus imported. I mportation is 

permitted only for the manufacture of derivatives for medical and 
scientific purposes . 

The revenue repr esented by the opium rel eased for civilian uses during 1947 

was $871,166.82 , including both the import duty and t he internal revenue 

tax. 

VIII • COCA LEAF 

The coca l eaf is not grown in the United States and coca derivatives 

are not imported . All supplies of coca der'ivatives are manufactured within 

the United St ates from the coca l eaves thus imported. 

The r evenue 
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The r evenue represented by the coc·a ·leaves : imported during 1947 lvas 

$145, 945 .69 in~luding the _ impo~ 4uty and the internal r evenue tax.· . ' . •· .. 

IX. MARIHUANA ( Cannab:.s Sativa L. ~ Indian Hemp) 

No one registered dl.ll'ing the year to grow the flo,.rering or fruiting 

tops for the produotion jf cannabis for medicf nal purposes. No cultivation 

of the plant for~ this puc-pose :i.s expected . 

C. .MANUFACTURED DRUGS . 

x. 1.-' . •' INTERNAL' C0NTRt)L OF' MANUFAC'l'tJRED DRUGS 

See ··repbrts on .. Traf:~ic ·in Opium and· Other ·Dangerous Drugs for 1911-3 

and prev:i.o\.is years~ 

5 • . ' MAIIDFACTURE oi Aw TRADE nr DIACETYIMORPnlNE 

DiacetylmorPhine is neither lawfully manufactured in nor imported 

into the United States. 

D. . OTHER QUESTIONS 

XI. CHAPTER IV ·oF THE ID~GUE OPIUM CONVENTION OF 1912 

The Government has nothing to report • ·' 

XII. PREPAREQ OPIUM 

There is at present no lawful manufacture of _prepared opium in the · 

United States. The impm-tation of prepared opium, or of opium p~epared 

for smoking, into the Un:.ted St ates, the admission of the substance for 

transfer or transshipment to another country, and the exportation thereof 

t o another country are al•solutely prohibited. . · 

. A total of 2, 984 o\.,::: lc.es, .2~ 3 grains (84 )tilogrammes, 615 grammes ). of 

prepared opium was seizec. and confiscated durin& ~he year 19~7. 

·. · 

. . . 

/viOlATIONS REPORTED, 



VIO!ATIONS REPORTED 1 1947 

State - Narcotics Marihuana Stat e 

Alabama 16 6 Nebraska 

Alaska Nevada 

Arizona 7 24 Ne'-1 Hampshire 

Arkansas 21 New Jersey 

California 101 65 New Mexico 

Col or ado 16 30 New York 

Connecticut 25 l North Carolina 

Dela,~are North Dakota 

DJ.strict of Columbia 24 Ohio 

Florida 35 6 Oklahoma 

Georgia 46 2 Oregon 

Ravtaii 4 Pennsyl vania 

Idaho 5 Rhode Isl and 

Illinois 167 62 South Carolina 

Indiana 28 8 South Dakota 

I ova 3 Tennessee 

Kansas 10 4 Texas 

Kentucky 173 18 Utah 

Louisiana 34 23 Vermont 

Maine 3 Virginia 

Maryland 27 15 Washington 

Massachusetts 55 7 West Virginia 

Michigan 95 29 Wisconsin 

Minnesota 16 12 Hyoming 

Mississippi 18 
Missouri 46 22 

Montana 2 Total 
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Nar cotics Marihuana 

13 
13 4 

3 
46 33 
l 

637 141 

56 

121 33 
79 31 
24 7 
52 34 
6 2 

13 

36 5 

146 252 
19 3 
2 

10 l 

60 30 

9 
17 1 

2,340 911 




