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OPENING OF THE SESSION

Taz ACTING CEATRMAN declared the seventh sesgion of the Commission

on Narcotic Drugs open.

Question of the represemtation of China
Mr. ZAKUSOV (Union of Soviet Sociaslist Republics) said tke Cemtral
Peoplets Government of the People!s Republic ef China did not recognize tke

right of the Kuomintang group to represent China, consldered their continuing
presence in the United Nations 1llegal and requested tkeilr expulsion from 1t.
His delegation supported that request and proposed that the Commiésion should
invite the representative of the People!s Republic of China to participate
in its work. He moved that:

"The Commission resolves

"(a) To expel the representative of the Kuomintang group

fron the Commission:

"(b) To invite the reprecentative of the People's Republic

of China to participate in the Commission's work."

/Mr. ANSLINGER
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Mr. ANSLINGER (United Stotes of Amerien) reaffirmed his Goversment's
opposition to the expulsion of the representative of the Chinese Governmeat 4nd
the cdmission of o Chinese eommunist representative. Sush actlon would be
entirely inappropriate for a fumetionnl commisecion, particularly in view of the
faet that the Chinegse eommunist regime hod demonstrated its eomplete lack of
o respect for the prineiples and purposes of the United Nations by its acticn in
Korea, - L ST : »

He moved that the Commission should postpoﬁe any further diseussion of
the question until its next regular session.
o acTING | o |

The/CHAIRMAN put the Uaited States motion, whieh had preeederse under
rule 50, paragroph 3, of the rules of proeedure, to the votes
The United States motion vos ndopted by 10 votes to 3, with 3
aebgtention. : ' : :

Mr, VAJLLE (Fremee) explcimed that he had voted for the United States
proposal beeause he eonsidered, like the Umited States vrepresentative, that the
point raised by the USSR representative was o politisal question, whieh ghould
not be denlt with in o funetional eommission,

Mz, AVALOS (Peru) ond Mr, KRUYSSE (Netherlands) snid that they had voted
irn favour of the United Stotes proposal for the came reasom, '
M2, ESIA (Chima) saic thet o funetional Commiseiom like the Commiseion
‘on Nareotie Drugs was not eompetemt to diccuss, still less to settle, a politieal
question, Furthermore, his Government was recognized by the great mojority of
Members of the United Natioms. The USSR representative wag, therefore, westing
- “tha Commissionts time by reépeatedly raleing the questions

Mr, ZAKUSOV. (Union of Soviet Scclsolist Republies) comsidered the -
‘Commission's deeiglon on the representation of China illegnl. The only -~ -
~ legitimate represemtative of Shine was the reptesentative of the Central Peopleils

-

" GBoverement,

/Mr. BORATYNSKI
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Mr. BORATYNSKI (Poland) asseciated himgelf with the USSR representative's
statement, I - ~
" ELECTION OF OFFICERS e
Mr. VAILIE (Frence),sceondsd by Mr. ANSLINGER (United States of America)

and Mr. KRUYSSE (Netherlands), r»minated Mr. Rabasa (Mexico) as Chairman.
" Mr. Babasi”(Mexico) was unanimeusly elscted Chairman.

| Mr. ANSLINGER (United States of America), seconded by Mr. OR (Turkey),
‘nominated Mr, Vaille (France) as Viee-Chairman.

Mr, Vaills (France) was urshimously elscted Vice-Chairman.

Mr. SHARMAN (Canada), secondod by Mr. VAILLE (Franece), nominated
Mr, Nikolic (Yugoslavia) as Rapporteur.
Mr, Nikolie (Yugoslavis) was umanimously elected Rapporteur.

Statement by the Assistaht Seeretary-General in tharge of the Dspertment of Seccisl
Affairs S

Mr. GEORGES-PICOT (Assistant Seerstary-General in eharge of the
Department of Sccial Affairs) welcemed the Commission on the oceasion of the
spening of its seventh ssasien.

| Governments had léug reecgnized the importsnce eof the intermational
control of‘drugs. The drafting of instruments stieh as the Hague-International
opium Convention =nd the instr uents concluded under the auspices of the
League of Nations, were evidence of that fact., *° :

Few problemé were as complex as the internaticnal eontrel ef narcetis
druge. The United Nations, and particularly the Economic and Soeial Coeuncil,
the Commisaion on Narcotic Drugs and the Seerstariat would have te attack the
preblem from many different angles. The Organization had already achieved some
results in that direction. The 1946 Protocol had emabled the Secretary-Cemeral
to go on with the work begun by the league of Nations, while the Proteool elgned
at Paris in 1948 had made it pessible to set up machinery bringing new drugs

/to whieh
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to whieh the earller cenventions did not apply udder international control. Thoze
protccols had been adepted very quickly and many,Stateé had accaded to them.
Arrangements for the control of narcetic drugs, both on the national and inter-
natienal plane, had been digrupted by the war, but had sirnce h§en regtored aund
adepted to new and different requirements. The Commissicn eould not, howaver,
form a true picture of conditions and take the necessary action unlessvgovern-
ments regularly transmitted complete and accurate reports on the narcotic drug
traffic end on seizures.
" Laboratory experiments undertaken with a view to perfecting metshoeds for
ascertaining the origin of opium seized in the illicit traffic and the'pa:allel 4
programmes of reseereh et up in a number»ofkcountries under the auspices of the
United Netions had given encouraging results. The Sécretariat also published a
quarterly Bulletin on Narecoties, which oontainedbartieles an ?aricﬁs anpectu of
the work being done, as well as the latest ihformation on the results achieved
by govermments, the United Nations and the organs @et up under the intermational
conventions for the control c¢f nercotie drugs and the fightragéinﬁt addiction.
No really satisfactory results eould be achisved, however, unless the
Commiesion attecked the core of the problem, which was the limitation of rew
materials; there eculd be no f .al solution until fha gouree of narcotic drugs
was brought under enntrol., The Eeonomic and Sosial Council had already taken
up the quaztion of limiting the production of opium, which, despite the develop-
ment of synthetic drugs, continued to be the mest important source of n&fcetics.
But two problems remained -- the quection of the éoca_leaf and that of Indian
hemp. ' ' h , ‘ _
A commission of experts had been sent %o Peru and Bolivia to study the
effects of the ehewing of ths ezca leaf and to investigate the possibility of
limiting its preduction and regulating 1ts digtribution. The Commission would
have oceasior to examine the experts! report (E/1656) cuce more aad to elerify
certaln stlll controversizl questions. Indian hemp aluo cenztituved a very
serious problem, partisularly because of the vast ares devoted to 1ts

cultivation and its widespread use.

v / Tha problem .
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The problem of raw materials was especially imporiant in connoxion
with the single convention which was in the proceas of being drafted, The
- existing egroementa on the subjest might be sald to have laid down & now
bedy of law aimed et controlling traffic in the vitally necessary but
dangercue drugs. The new draft, propared by the Secretariat, followed the
tredition of the earlier inetruments, but left room for the ereation of new
precedents by a speslal conference, It was gratifying to 8ee that that aspest
of the draft singls convention had been noted in the observetions -
Governments had submitted, and that &ppﬁe@i&tioﬂ had boen oxpreaséd of its
legal and technical conesption.

It might not be pr 3ible to introduce fer-reaching ianovations for
© the control of nareotie drugs at the present time, Adopition of the singlo
convention would not represent a radieal change in the system of control, but
it would constitute en important rtep towards the development of a system of
International edministration .of narcoties conventlons and might effect
international co-cperation in other fielda,

The CEAIRMAN thanked the Asslstant Ssoretary-Genersl end said the
Commission would bear his reeommendations in mind, ’

Referring to the Commission's previous prectice, he suggested that
& small Committec consisting of the officers of the Ccmmission and the
Cansdian representative, should study tho provisionsl agenda and submit a
final draft to the Coumission at the next meeting.

It was go desclded,

The CHAIRMAN drow attontion to the heavy agenda and suggested that
the Commission ghould meet daily from 10.20 a.m, to 1 p.m, and from 2,30 p.m,
to 5.30 peﬁ' |

It vas so deesided,

718 meeting roge at 12.5 p.m.

2h/k a.m.





