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United Nations and NAMIBIA

To the Teacher

Most teachers wish to develop effective top-
ics and techniques for teaching about world
changes and the work of the United Nations.
This leafiet, intended for use in secondary
schools and universities, should help you to
deal with one of the United Nations’ priority
concemns: the independence of Namibia.
These teaching suggestions explore clear and
simple ways to present this complex topic.
Also discussed are approaches and methods
to make the Namibia situation immediate and
relevant to the student's own concems.

The emphasis throughout is on positive action:

the previous accomplishments of the UN in the
field of decolonization and the steps taken to
bring Namibia to nationhood.

We hope that these suggestions will stimu-
late your own ideas on ways to teach about
this important United Nations work.

WHY Teach about Namibia:
Rationale and Goals

The coming to independence of over 100
countries within 40 years is one of the great-
est changes in human history.

In teaching about this problem, which so
deeply concems the international community,
you will be able to develop several fundamen-
tal understandings about world developments
and the work of the United Nations:

® the characteristics of the pre-World War Il
colonial world;

@ the international community envisioned
in the UN Charter;

the transition towards such a community:
Students will also be able to appreciate
the difficulty in changing patterns of
international behaviour used in the
pre-1945 colonial world;

the progress made in eliminating
colonialism;

the UN's role in the transition towards
a community of independent nations.

WHAT: Focus and Themes

To present this complicated topic simply and _
clearly, you might begin by asking the class _—-
to identify basic themes in the information —
given in this leaflet (TO THE STUDENT). -_— -
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You can then narrow your focus  _.. -
and explore at greater depth —_—
one or two topics of e e
particular interest.
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4. Implementation of the UN Charter: the
importance of agreed standards of intema-
tional behaviour; Member States' rights and
responsibilities; what can be done when
Charter provisions are infringed.

5. Increasingly close political and economic
international relationships and their effect on
the Namibian situation.

6. Why is Namibia's road to independence
taking so long and proving so difficult?

7. Further options to hasten independence;
the usefulness and/or potential hazards of each.

8. The role of the liberation movement.
Comparison of the role of SWAPO with those
of other liberation movements; peaceful
options and armed struggle.

Sample Assignments

Assignments such as the following can help stu-
dents to analyze basic issues raised by Namibia.

1. Compare the coming-to-independence of
Namibia to that of some other Trust or Non-
Self-Governing Territory. This analysis of the
process of decolonization could include: the
provisions of the UN Charter relating to self-
determination; the Declaration on Decoloniza-
tion; actions taken by indigenous inhabitants.
former colonial or administering authorities
and other countries; the role of the General
Assembly, Security Council, Trusteeship Council,
Special Committee on Decolonization. Interna-
tional Court of Justice and other United Nations
bodies; and the use and non-use of military
force to achieve independence
or hold power.

2. Analyze how Member
States are dealing with
the Namibian issue.
This research could
be directed towards
stands and actions _———
by groups such _——
as the Orga-
nization of
African
Unity,
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Foreign Economic Interests:

a. Namibia's principal products and
exports: diamonds, uranium, copper, lead,
zinc and other base metals, fish and
livestock (especially karakul—Persian
lamb pelts). All these are located in the
so-called “Police Zone" (the 43% of the
Territory set aside for white settiement)
and in the 17% of the Territory under
direct South African control.

b. In the late 1970s 45% of Namibia's
gross national product (GNP) consisted

of the net profits of foreign economic
interests. Thirty-six per cent of its

GNP was sent abroad in the form

of profits, dividends, rent to fore
owners and taxes. Of e —
approximately 88

transnational cor-

porations involved

in Namibia.

35 are based

in South

Africa, 25

in the United

Kingdom,

15 in the

United

States.

eight




