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I · 

The Inter-American Camaission of viomen is once again replying to the 

invitation received from the Secretary-General of the United Nations to send ·a 

representative in an advisory and 1nfor.m.e.tive c-apacity to the fifth' 'session of 

the .Commiseiqn ori the St~tua :o'f !.lom.e~..-

··-· :; :•; ·- This · confinns the close co-operation vhich has always existed between . . . .. . . \ . . ~ . . .. 
· ,-thi,a world ·c·ommtssion and the· Inte:r-AmericBl'l Commission of ¥Tomen and· which was . . . ' . • . . 

pa-r.t.i.ct;l~ly r _ecaamended by the United Nat·iona Economic· and· Soci.al .Counci1 1~ fts 

:resqlut.i-oh 57 ·of _Murch :1947 • . · ... 
f · - . This . report ·presents the main feat urea of the developments . i n the wor k . .. . : . . 

of the Int~r-American Cemmisaion of Women a~c~ the fourth ·eeasiol'} ·of the 

Cciom.ission on the Status of Women held in 'May 195'0, and provides ·:tntonriation on . . . , . . . . . . . ; .. . 
-proeresa made in those -~spe'Cts of th~ et.e:tua of American _women whic~ fall within 

the Commission •a_- tenna o~ rof.S:renca .· . -,. 

Brqadly apeaki~. it :may _be ~aerted that, as part of the ov~r-~1 

pictll!e, th& claims· of women are -gradually taking f'-inner hold of the Ame-rican 

conscience and ·recsiv:ing more ·active moral and leeal recognitiqn. · . . . 
• . . 

l 

/Vith each 
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· :Hith. -each day t hat pas~Eu:i; .the G:overnment!3 .ot t~e Am~rtcan c0~tti:~a~ ' 
• .. ~ .I " • ' • • • ~· ~ .. :-:' :: -. i; J . ~ .• t ; . • t " ·' 

are .bec;qnj·~;·m~re and more i nterested in matters r$lating to'.'the· ·ccmplet 'e · 

acceptance of ,.,omen as a constructive f orce an~ a vital f act or in the nat i onal. 

economy , cultu:r€ a'IJd general progress; every Q.ay.:; d;·~~~f9ry , ~~t. opport unit-i es 

are being madfJ av!lil <lble to ~•omen in a1.l fi elds. Simil arly, awa.re , of the. ·:. 

decisi ve role ~·,hich they a':-e cat.:Le1 ~p..:>:::·. to play in t he world today, w~e~ are . 
. . . . . 

becoming more and more deter.nir.F:d t o acqu.i.re a responsible and legal. status . · 

Tlle' liitor-Ainerican GOJ.l'.;lJiBsion of ' "omen >has ~een'··a'b'l~ to verif y the truth 

of this th~ough the reports ot: its representatives ;,. end. 'aJ...,eo d irect ly and 

tangibly at ·the Firat· Regio:ial ·Semtnar; · which val3 _. ·rec~nt+y::held · :tn. San Salvador 

and inauGurated. the projected series of three seminars descri.bed. in our previous 

report to ~he fou~h session ~f the .Conmissi on on t he Stat':lfl of i·lomen • .. .. . . . ' 

·. ·' : 
HOLDUTG OF THE FIRS!' REGIONAL SEMINAR 

In accordance with Art i cle 2 of t he Or ganic ·statute regul ating t~· 

function1ng of :tho Commissi-on ~ :which i n ' its chapte r rel;ating t o fune~ione etatee 

that oni/or t hose is : "(a) to · ~ork for the . extension of civil, · pol itical, e.conomic 

.and social ·right s to tne· women of Ainerica; · to sttrly t he i r pr oblems and · piropoee 

means of solving them", the Inter-American Ccmmiasion d~cided:· after ' protract~ 

.:;twiy ' t.:. o.uviJ.L ~i1u muul:' .m c::xpt;rt -group .. methcxi oi investigat i on and wor k , taking 

into account ·the· splendid results obtained from i t ·by s uch internat1'onai 

organlzati; ns. as 'the United Nations and t he brgani :tat i on of A111erlcan st~tes ~ · 

·-· ,·,:. ·': Afte'~'·p'tfor ~ement h8d'- 'been. reached at meetings of t h.; \E:xecutive. 

>coriil1ttee I tM Che.i rman of the Inter-American CaJ1111881~ of u aaen, Mnl·l ~~.:de 

· Outilli: ~; '. t .ook tne. fil'st .steps necee~a'ey f6~ ' 1;h~ · ~ol,ding of ·the First 

~:.,.,_s~1 . 8na ~o the.t : eul app]4ed .. 1n the fi~ plac~ ·t~ Dr ... Alberto Lleru, · · ~ . 

~~l.cmar;--oene~ or 1;he OrgBR~~p.tio~ ot ~~~ ~~~~ · req~~ins .. :t~e ~~~ ·811d 
>; ' . . ~ . . . . . 

~eoma.1c support ot the Pan-Amltrican Union in puttinS into pra-ctice t.he new method 

~~of Vork adopted in '1te prog~q. The Secretaey-GenereJ.'e Ot:rice a l)pt'I)Ted the 

proposal erA cffe~ its co-operat i on as requested . 

/Accordi rlf!,lY 
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, .·Acc0rdingl.y '.the. Cba;irm~n Qf t he Co.mmiesi!?n m.ade a .. t our of the countries 

f aUing within t he area covered .bY tbe Firat Semin~r, i nter vi e"Wing Heads of State, 

Minister& ·of Foretgh Aftei-re and other bt gh officials, wh o after detailed study 

~f the pro~sel and ·the benefi t s · it would c~nfer , offered to co•opera.te actively 

in carrying .it .out , particul a rly .by sendi ng off icial de l egations. 

Du!'iJJg. bar tour ·.th~ Chai rman eleo co.ntac.ted the women and women's 

or ge.oize.tiona in e acl! country, representative s of the press and intelligentsia, 

and in ·general all the various secto~ of the populatio~,· arousing their interest 

e.nd ' explaining to· them. the gre~t social signif i.cance of t he .work ~hich our 

Colllllission i s cerrying .out , .·tosetherw.itb t be true at ructure .and pur poses of this 

off1o1e.l inter-American organhation. 

The Government of El Salv~49r, .w~th e fu~ l . know ledge of t he circumstances, 

wee ·good enough to offer ita capita). ··cityas . the meeting-place for t he First 

Seminar. It wee thus decided that the Seminar wou l d be held ln the c i ty of 

Sen Salvador between 15 January and 3 February 1951. 
The Off1c.e of the Cour...teeion, with the assistance of the United States 

end Coste lUcan delegatee , ~nd with t he technical co- operation of certain 

depe rtmeQte of the Pf.ln-Amer1c.en Union, proceeded to pr epare the documentar y and . . . . : . . . 

other besic. materiel for tbe stud ies end 1nveetigat~ons. on the subjects with 

wh.ich the Sem.fner was 1:o deal? comprising epecifically civil, political , economic 

and . eoc i e l, end educationat. ~robleme. 

Tb.~. ~omplete and unq_ualif1ed success of the Seminar held in El Selvador 

exceeded ell expe.ctationa. The Government of El Saivador was represented by 17 

exp~rta. ~n.d t be Un.i .ted State s of Amer ica sent ~ de legatee, Mexico 6 , Honduras ~ , 

Nicera.~e 3, end Costa Rice .14. 
< 

These 38 experts, di vided according to thei r special qualificeti'one into .·. . . . . 
four grpups dealing with the four different .subjects , be l d nine group mee.t ings , 

. . . 

each . s~up . in turn repo~ting to tbe .plenar y bod y on t he results of the week's 

'WOrk. 

A l~~e nuJ!!"per of observers al-iso attend6d the Seminar, end each sr<)up· 

devoted three speet_el unscheduled meet ings to receiving t heir points of v1e, .. arid 
. . . . 

sugseatioQ.e Qn 1fpe V!lrioue l'.robloms under ooneideretion .. 
. .. . . .· . . .. . ·. ~ ... ~ , . 
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Apert' fl'911).' ttfe · ve:1iatble . _.t~.t~i-tn~~·tn4y dt!tti eompi l ed d~ring t his remarke:ble 
• t • : ~ • • • l •• 1; : ,·: . ... ·. ., : ··: . ; . . •' : . . : · . : . : .· • . • . . : . 

:)e riod of atudy, the S'emin'6.r lt.self co'!1Stltut~d a eplend~d -example .elf civt c spi r it , 
. ' • :' : • I • .. • ,. • • ~ ' : : . .. • : ' • . . • • .• · ,. • 

s ince v1itbin · tt~ sphere .it mobilized ell the delegat·es in a highly constructive 
. : . . : . . . . : . . . : . . ~ ' . . . . .. . . . . . 

P.fL)rt directed to111erd.s e commop ideal; : it also gave our Organaat ion a . . 
. . . ' . . . ' . . ..·.· . .. . . . . ' . . ... . 

f P- v':lu rt"ble :::ppor tuh ! ty to meke eonstructi ve proposals to Governments oo behalf. ·., 
I • • • • • ' • , ' ' · , , O' • · , • 

Jf the causes it supports. A~ · account of t hese proposa.ls is given else\l}Jere in 
. .,.. .. ' ' . . . ' . . . . ~ ~ 

t his rep•:~l~ .. · 

The Office of the co.~ia~lo~ l,s a l ready prep~fr1,.ng a· vo l ume, co~plete · 

with diagre.me and compareti ve tab1ee, wh ich l s to include the abundant material ·. · 
• • • ... • • # • : ~ . • : • • .... • 

collec'ted at the Seminar. · We sh'e ll report more comprehensively on ·the Seminar ' s 

fut';lre plans. a~ .~ur next .. A.~sembly in Chile • 

. · As . orig~nally pla~ned, . the . .Seco~~ s·emina.r vill .com_prise the coun tries 
:' . . · . _; · . . . .· . ' ·. 

of the Cari bbee.n and ~};le n ?:rthern pert of Sdl.!th America, namely Cube, Hei ti, the 
... : 

Dominican Republic, . Col ombia, . ECluedor, Peril and Venezuel a • . · . • . ·. 
· ... 

. ·· , 

THE COMMISSI ON'S NEXT ANNuAL ASSEMBLY IN ·CHiLE 

Articla 3 of pur 0r ganic Gt~·tute pl,'Ovld~!3 .'for the'.-.hol~lng . of. apn.ue.l 

and S '!)ec~al Assemblies and .sta~ee that the· meetings ,·,e.b~.lt be held. · in tu:t:'(l ; 1~ . 

the .c ::>Untriee ?_omp? e.i ng t he . COf!!IDisa.fon ~' . . .,. 

In aooordence with thie article , and on . t he inv i tation of the Go~e~mect 

·.o.f.: _C~il~. communicated by. the repreeentetive of that cauptry e.t our S-p~eoial · A~eembly 
~-t.a ·lib••an• .A1 .......... .tlu-···+ , aLa • ·,.;;.;. ........ + _,..,;.,;.; a .. _.,_.,~ -... ,, ~ ·h~l~ .... 
;,_-. - ~ :-- ·· :": -~· -;. ----- -- --~--- -..,,:·"':' - --;---~ : --o--·~- · --~--- -" . ... -:--
&lnt~egor~ ,.t be -ce.pite.l of : Chi:l~ .. ·· •· 

. · .· . :At our re~~~~t , the Seo"te.ry-~~rei ot t~ orsa~·itation of AUierio~n .. · 

·R1*te• be.s. al.~e.dy issued the p:rescri·bed icvitattona to Oov~rriiaent8 . . to send 

:'~pr..ee.nt&-t~ve~; · ~ ·~~r :of'fi~e .. is .·alreedy bard ~t work on tbe neces~ry 
~~~~tJ.one , :t'o;r: tti~ ~·ttne . . );iibts, · it 'may ev~n DOW be·"~s~e~, . wig_ .be ·~B ···. · 
~·;:. "1:' : . • • • • i ' ·. . ( . • : ·: .. . . !: ~ . ;·... . ., ,' ' . . . 
t.\ttPOl"taJ)t ae anr. previously held by out Orsanhetioo ( not only ''because Cb1le :·; 

~:;~e'·, ot~.: tbe ~~un:tr~~· in w~i~ ·.th~ sreeteet. ~ros~~s ba~ bE!.eD made in tbe 
·'-.0:. . ~: .. -~. • • . ' • .. '• • •• • • · : •• ., ~. ·: ~ ·; ...... . . .. , • • ~ .'" · • • 'I • • •••• ., ... t 

. ,~~ .:-~.t ~n _f~ every aa~o~,. but ~~e~ ~~e.u·s·e .~~e , i:~•., Pl~o·ctd o~ .tb~ . . ! ::·. 
. . T18ional ft8enda are of the utaoet impt:>rtenoe·, .. aDd 'be:cauee- 1t 11111 be . · . 

;~~eaaa:ry at tbat meet ins to . ~~tl1n~' o~r·· 6r~f~t!t!on~·e ·p(;i!ti~ and deftn~ . i.n ' · · . 

. ~e:te 11. .1 t .s px-ogre111111e of .work until the next Assembly. 

/Our Office 
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'eur Office is now preparing a nu~ber of special stud ies which will be 

circula t ed t~ delega tes ee background materia~ on ce~eib egend8 i tems. To 

t hese will be ·attached the.carefully-prepa~d memdr9ndum transmitted to the 

Commissb n by 't he In terriation~t' tebour Office on the · existing legislation in 

favour of mothers·, w1 th special reference t o working ·women, iri each of the 

countries of Latin America, end the present legal 'poei titm in· regard t o social 

security' for · w0men. 

:: This eti.idy, ·which the Inter"-American Commission of Women had asked 

the International Labour Office to make, clearl y demonstrates how effectively 

the ILO is co-operating with our ·organizetion. It will, moreover, be of great 

assistance in the task which our Commission is to perfo rm in implementation of 

Resolution XXIII of the Finel Act ot BogotR~ which recommends the Commission 

"to carry out stud ies and investigations on the economic -status of working 

women in the American Republioe, ee well as on the rights that they enjoy 

in each republic during the metern1ty period". 

The Commi ssion will t herefore later ipcl~de this wo~k in -the complete 

re~ort .-,n the subject which ·is :to be submitted to the next Inter-American 

Conference. at. C~raoae in 1953 . . 

RECOGNITION OF POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN 

The . pre_eent e~ttis of women tmder thie .. head is as follows: 

Thirteen countries have granted women full political right a: (in 

alphabetical order) Argentina~ B~az111 Chile, Coate Ri ca, Cuba, Dominican Republic 

Ecuador 1 El Se.J.vad~r 1 Guatemala, PanamA, 'Uni t'ed States, Uruguay and Venez.uela. 

. .In foUr countri es .-- Bolivia, Ha1tl~ '!.iexico,-'-and Peru -- women may 
. . ~ . . 

participate in municipal elections oniy. 

In f our countries -- Colombia, Honduras, Nicaragua and Paraguay -· 

women bave no political rights at all. 

The Constitution of El Salvador of 1939 already accorded women full 

political r1sht~, but a notewort hy ~ decisive step f~rvard was taken in the 

Constitution of El Salvador promulgated on 7 September 19501 the following . .. . . . .. 

p~~vieion~ of which give women ~olit~c~ rights in complete equali ty with men: 

"Art. 22 . All Salvadoreans over ·eighteen year a of age 1 w1 thout · 

di.stinoti.on a's to ·aex,· ~e citiz_ene·. 

I "Art. 23. 
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· "Art. 23 . Save fp~tbe except1oae s pecified in this Constitution, 

it is a citizen's righ~ · and dut7 to vote. 

· · "Citizens -have the ·right to combine in order to form political 

parties in· acoord.a.rice with the l.a.v or to join existing par.tiee; the 

r i ght to hold public. offioe in a ccordance rlth theil" ... ab!liti~e and the 

other r-ights r ecognized. by the l.a.vs .• 

"The duties of citizens a r e to observe and ensure tile observance 

of the Constitution of .. the -Republic ~ to serve the S_te;~e in 

accordance vi th the la:ys. · 

"Art. 27 • . The eleQtorate is .constituted by all ci'tfizens entitled 

to vote. 

"Art. 28 . Voting shall be direct, e_qual and secret. 

n Art . 29 . . To exercise the right to vote, voters must be duly 

registered." · 

MUNICIPAL RIGHTS m HAITI 
... -· . .. . .. 

St milo.rly, the Constit11t16n of Haiti promulgated on 25 November 1950 

constitutes a great political advance in grentine women tbe vote 1n muncipal 

el ections and in also providing that aft er exercising that · plrtial right women 

will be granted full suffrage. 

The relevant article states: 

"A.rt~ 4·. All 1Ia1ti~s witho.ut diet~ction ?f sex 11117 exercise 

nnl 1~i~A1 ~1ahtA on attainin~ the a~e of 21 if they fulfil the other . - . - - .. 

conditione prescribed by the Constitution and the law. . . . . 
'!For the time . being woman nay vote and be elected ~iy to 

munici:pe.~ offjce . . Wi thin a period not to ex~eed tbre_e years from the 

next general numicip1l elections the l.a.w shall grant to women full and 
. . . 

. · collij)J.~te exercise of a ll pol1:ti~l rishte. . . . . 
"A:r.ter the expiry of that per.iod there s.hall be no bar whatsoever 

· . . . to the ~xerc1ee of th~ r18}lta. 

"'!'he .. fitness · of wmen to perf~rm s'11 the civil functions of public . . . ( . . 

· ,. administration 1e .hereby recosnized." 

The -Inter-American Commission of Women wishes to record that the 

advance made by the l .egisla.tors: of Ba1t1. ~ favou:r of .the wome~ of thlit cot.intry 
• • • • f 

is due primarily to the firm and decisive attitude of the women themselves and 
· . .. _· /'t!o .their .. . 
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to . their unceasing efforts 1n rec~t years. It ventur.~e tp e.xpre~e p:~.rticular 

admiration for the liie·t · ~rational Congress of Haitian Womer). held in Port-~u-~rinc£ . ·... ... •. 

·.in April, "whi~h mobilhed the forcea ' of woman and ·· o~ .their behalf, th.rougl) its 
":' . : . ' 

del~ga tee, la~~ befo;_e the Pres ideA".t: )r ·the Republic a. plea . for their ri~ts . 
That a ction undoubt6dly led to the ·_ :present· constitutional re:form., . 'W'~ich, . though 

inconplete,_ es~blishe.s ~ legal recoSilitioi1: and provision .favourable. to th~ full 

_achi evement of the aspirations of th·e women· of Ha itl t ow.r.ds political equality. 
' '. .. . . . ' . . ' · . 

COMPARATIVE STUDY IN CONNEUON WITH THE UNIVER3AL DEClARATION OF HUMAN RIGH'I'S 
. · ·! ., .. 

We a re l»rticularly glad. to refer · fu this ' report to -the work of the 

Round Table on the Political Aspect dul'ing tne·.·r ecent sem.i.M.r 1n El_ .Salvador . 

It will iilterest not .onlY,. our -C.oiiii!lission but _a,leo the Connnieeion on the Status . ' . . . 

or ' ~o~n:. ·: 

· · ·:' ile refer . parti~qlarly to the comparative study of the _constitutions of 

the countries repres·ented a t that seminar in relation to the prin.c'iples set fortl 

in the thiver.eal Declaration of Hwmn, Rights, .P:ro~ulgated by the Uriited ·Nations 

General Assembly on 10 December 1948 . ·. 
. . 

· 'lbte stuiy will form pa.rt of. the_ volume yh1ch is being prepared by the 

Commission and which will give a. :COI¥Je~ut.ive account of ·the results o_f the 

First Seminar, which has already taken place, and of the, two su~ceeding seminars. 

It should also be noted th.at. the work of the s~m.iria~ aro~'eed in women . . : : ·.. . 
from po.rticipating countries lfh.~e ~ws do not yet ·grant them political rights a 

• •• : • • • : • J ; . • 

determine."tion to fisht for and obtain those . rights. · 

In Chile the granting of p~~i~iqal, .~i~ts ~~ WOI!len i~ 1949 ~ed, during 

tb~ ··aupplementar:r-'·electione for d~puties in. th~ Province· of Con~epcion, to the 

election for the first time of a WOIIRfl t .? f1ll..euch a h1Bh. J?Ublic elective 
' ' . 

office • She was a lady of distinction who had previously been Ja"';eodant of that 

province. 

/RATIFICATION 
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· RATIFICATION Of. THE CONVENTION3 Ol' JQUAL!TY OF C.IVIL RIGHTS AND POLITICAL RIGH1B 

Thee~ con.ve.~tio.ns 1 . eiglled. at t.~e Ninth . ID~e·~ati~nal c·onfer~Dce· of 
Arr:erica.n States i!l .:Bogota 1 were ratified by.Eouador1 Cube and the.Dom4!ican 

Republic iD 1949J BDd iJl 1950 :Brazil rettf1ed. th~ OODV~tiOD Oll pollt1~ l ' .. ,. . . , . . . . : 

rights. It is s:!.gnif'-cant that durillg the Firat Regional Seminar the President 
. ' . ' . . . . ' . .. . . 

of the . Comm1sa1on and the Director of the . Semillar epproached the Reade of Ste te 

. ·alld the leg1eJaturee 0~ ~1 salvador, P.BllBim e:Jd C~sta .Rica, the :OJJ]j Centra.i-
. . . . . . . . 

A rcoricall c<;>Mt riee whoe.e J.egisla ~es were ill eeeeiO!l at the t time 1 ·.rith 8 

·plea for ra tif:tca tioii o 
•· . 

. Rat1fioation by those Oo'Wltries resulted immediately end the 

appropriate instruweiJts were deposited Ja et April Yi th the Secretariat of the .... ' ... · . . 
Crganization of American States~ 

.· ... 
ACTI0N ON RESGLUTJ;ON XXI OF Tim CHA~PEC . . COla'ERE.NCE 

During the C:hapulto:pac. · Co.~f£:~~ce ·® : problema ot· wr eDd peace the 

IDter-American G·.Jl!i;:; ~ :- ·:i::·):t ··:-f ih:J'~::~ · tr~\~ l·~ ::::-:1'r.ml through two of its delegatee . 
. . 

resolutio:c XXI re v01'!J.!l(·.r. C: :~;:g +,· , .• "\ t 3'''· o~: ':! : ·~ ,;·: "j .,. e'hould illolude womeD 1D their · 

official delegp tio:leo The C<,ru:oi8ui on :!.~ pl6a ;3•~d to :note ' that some governmeiJte1 

though pot very many, are · coZJcerr.~ed to ·apply the pril::iciple · coDtai:ced ill : the t 

resolution. 

ReceDtlys for the ' inauguratioD of the preeept Head of S~te in 
·. . . 

El Salvador1 Ma:x:ico appoiPted a vomeD to ita delesatioP with the rank of 

MiDiater Plenipote~tiery. 

El Selved.o::r appointed two ·women with .that ·raDk to repreee1lt 1 t at the 

~uguntioD· or·· the presell~ PreeideDt of. Guatermla. 

Cuba eppoiJ:lted this Febl'U8ry ~ wormP ee Ambeeeedor E~o::rdi.mlry on 

~ , ~pe:~1e'l Miee1o.n to hf>ed the CubaJl deleest1on attending the t.repef'er ot _pavor ill 

the Republic ot Vruauay. She wae thus the first VODIIlll m the history ot· 
AmerioeJl diplo~cy to heed a m1ee10II. 

/The Inter-American 
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The Iriter -~rican Commi~eion qf WoMen is ah•aye alert to promot e 

Cvr. ';~~ ie.r:ce with that . resolut i on, whi~h has been supported in our Buenos Air e f: 

.Astf)Hbl y · by r~sol'ution xxvrii,:" r~co~nding the. i mplementation of the releva1:· . . . : . . 
provi sions of the Cha-pultepeo Conference py .~ll: .a~aUable .means. 

• • 4. ~ ' 

·; · · Accordingly · the Commission apprp~~hed. its delegates and re qutlstod i . ·' 
. . \ t .. 

to press their reopective Foreign (}ffices .. to appoint women to delegations 

partic'ipating in . the XXXfvth ·~~nference. ~f the . International labour Office 

. m~..;~t:ing · in Geri~va tills Jwie ·. :: 

Chile and the Dominican Republic e.neh have a woman delegate wi th 

the · rank of ·l/dnfster :Plerlipotent!ar:r i n theh· permanen~ deles ations to the 

United NE'-t i one • 
v 

· · · ·· ·--The United st~te~ has in the United Nations one plenipotentiary 

·dele;;;ate and tv6 ·· .. coi~eellor.s who a.re women', Bot'l . 'tjhe United States ahd Mexico 
' ' ••. !, ~ • • 

. included a woman· v i tl(the rank of .co~eell9r . in the:i.r delegations to the fovr U1 

·Foreign Min:!eters •· c·onrerence· held recently in w~ehinaton . 

In addition ~~xico, Cuba, the Dominican Re~ublic and Haiti are 

officially· r~presented by·~~!~en d~legates on the Commission on the Statue of 

Women. · ' .. 
'I ' I 

.. ' 
WmliEU IN TIIE FOREIGN SERVICE AND OTHER. REPRESElfrATION.P.L POSTS 

•• • '. l ... . . 

.. ln the diploma.t.ic . service and ·other ·i mportant representational post o 

wome n are ~lso' ?~~~ed : .u:p~~ ,.to hold .l;ligh o.ff1ce in the executive, legislative 
• ' ' t .~ ~· • • 

and judici al branchE1S of government, although their . number is admittedly small. 
~ . . . . 

At the presen~ time .ther.e are women in the' leg islatures of l!ruguay, 

the Urdted S~t~.e,1 . ~~i.ler .:P~aii8 and Cuba . . . 

In Panama. a wovan holds the ·poet of · Minister of labour, Social 

W-elfare and Pubi·1·d He~lth • . I~ Cuba a woman ia a Minister ~ithout portfolio 

in the cabinet . Nicara.gun has a wOillB.n Under-Secretary of Education. 

/In Brazil 
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' 
In ,J3razil the Government }+as for the first time given a woman the 

title of Mini~ter Plenipotentiary in t he ~oreign Service. . . . . ·.· 
The UnUed States has a woman vith t he rank of Ambassador ':i.n Denmark, 

and anot her w'l.t h t he r anlt .of Minister in i.weembotirg. 
• •• ' • 0 

In MeXico. two woman lawyer~ sit a·~ !!18gistratee, one in the super ior 
. . . : 

court ·and the other in t he· "fi scal court . · · · 
' . . . . . ... ; • . . : . ·. ·. . 

In Colombi a f~r th~ f i r st time t}?.ere is · a v.oman j udge of t he 

Supreme Court. In Ecuador a woman is serv~ng as a l aw off icer , f ourth grade, 

before the court~ • 
.. . , •' 

. . 
Bolivia has f or the firs t time . a woman ae chairman of the Municipal 

Cow1ci l of its capital. 

In the United .States , altn;ueh women have been und~~-secretaries 
before, for the first time ~ woma.ri · n~~ hol.ds that highly respOnsible PoSt i n 

•. . 
the Department .of Defer.~. A v ouian ie . Director of the .Office of Vocatfonal . . ,,· 

Rehabili tation 'of the Fede~UJ. Security Agency' and a woman lS:wyer i e a Director 

in the Department of Labor . 

In Ponama a woman i's director of the Ot'fice · 6.f Statistics and the 

Census . She is t he only woman in America filling a post of that kin~, and was 

appointed by the G 'Vernment of Panama as a member of the Stat isti cal Commiesion 

of the Unit ed Natl"ons . · 

This i s a summar y of .the principal deve·lopnents on t he American 

co'nt i nent affecting ·the status of ~omen :Eince our las t report. 

It 'is to be hoped·· ~hat·. in the near future all countries~ will .conform 

to the current trend and the l ofty principles o~ social equ~ity needed f or the 

permanent s t ability of the modern world, ·and .iritroduce a stat e of law and 
. . . 

practice in '1-Thich Women W.ill have. ·not mere'ly sporadic but ample opportunitieS 

. to · achieve once for all the 'JX)sition to vhi ch as human beings they acre ·entitled 

in all de partments of·: .society. 




