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Tﬁé intér-ﬁmﬁrican Camission of Vomen is once égain replying to the
invitation received from the Secretary-General of the United Nations to send a
repregsentetive in an edvieory and informative capacity to the fifth session of
the .Conmissicn on the Status of Women,

- .+ . This confirme the close co-operation which has always existéd between

- -this world Commission and the Inter-American Commission of Vomen and which was
particularly reccumended by the United Nations Economic end Social Council in its
resalution 57 of March 1947.
' . This report presents the main features of the developments in the work

of the Inter-Americen Commission of Women since the fourth session of the
Cormission on the Status of Women held in May 1950, end provides information on
progrese made in those .aspects of the atébus of American women which féll within
the Commission's terms of rofarencs. ‘

Broadly speeking it may be assertad that, as part of the over- all
picture, the claims of women are gradually teking firmer hold of the American
conscience and receiving more ective moral end legal recognition.

i
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w1th each day theat pasaes the GO?ernments of the Amﬁrican countriss_'
are beccmjng more and more interested in matters relat.ing to the ccmpla{;a
acceptance of women as a constructive force and & vital factor in the national
economy, culture and general progress; every day, therefore, great opportunities
are being mede availabie to women in all fields. Similarly, aware . of the g
decisive role which they ae called uporn to play in the world today, women are
becoming more and more deteraired to acquire a responsible and legal sta.tua.

The Inter-American Commission of Womeén has been able to verify the truth
of this through the reports of iis répresentatives, and also directly and
tangibly at the First Regional Seminar, which was recently held in Sen Salvador
and inaugurated the projected series of three seminars described in our previous
report to the fourth session of the Cormission on the Status of Women.

HOLDING OF TEE FIRST REGIONAL SEMINAR

Tn accordance with Article 2 of the Organic Statute regulating the .
functioning of the Commission, ‘which in'its chapter relating to functions states
that on# of those is: "(a) to work for the extension of civil, political, economic
and social rights to the women of America; to study their problems and propose
means of solving them", the Inter-American Commission decided after protracted
sbudy v adupl Lhw muwdern c.npc:m-group ‘method or investigetion and work, taking
into account the splendid results obtained from it by such international
organizaticns as the United Nations and the Organization of American States,

i : After’ prior agreement had” been reached at meetings of the Executive
‘Committee, the Chairmen of the Inter-American Commission of Women, Mre. Amalia de
Castitla Led.un tock the first steps necessary for the holding of the First

-_;..Mm, and to that -end applied in the firet place-to Dr, Alborbo Lleras, -

:_-'-a.ortl'.ary-{hnerml of the Orgenization of Americaf. Stetes, requesting the moral and
“woonomic support of the Pari-American Union in putting imto practice the new method
uf work adopted in its programmes. The Secretary-General's Office gx,mm,;, the
proposal and offersd its co-oporablon as requested,

[Accordingly
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Accordingly ‘the Chairmen of the Commission wade a tour of the countries
felling within the area covered by the First Seminer, interviewing Heads of State,
Ministere .of Forelgn Affairs and other high officials, who after detailed study
°f the proposel and the benefits it would confer, offered to co-operats ectively
in carrying 1t out, perticularly by sending officiel delegations.

Duripg. her tour the Chelirman elso contacted the women and women's
orgenizetions in each country, representatives of the press and intelligentsia.
and in general all the various sectors of the population, arousing thelr interest
and ‘explaining to- them the great social significance of the work which our
Commission is cerrying out, together with the true structure and purposes of this
officiel inter-American organization.

The Government of El Salvador, with a full knowledge of the clrcumstances,
wes good enough to offer its capital-city as the meeting-place for the First
Seminar. It wes thue declded that the Seminar would be held ln the clty of
Sep Salvador betweep 15 Jenuary and 3 Februery 1951.

The Office of the Com.iseion, with the assistance of the United States
end Coste Rican delegates, and with the technical co-operation of certain
depsrtments of the Pﬁn-American Union, proceeded to prepare the documentary end
other besic materisl for the studies and investigatlions on the subjects with
which the Seminer was to deal, comprieing specifically civil, politicel, economic
end sociel, end educatioual problems

Tha complete and unqualified guccess of the Seminar held in El Selvador
exceeded #ll expectations. The Government of El Salvedor was represented by 17
experts and the United States of Amarica sent L delegctes Mexico 6, Hondures b,
Nicerague 3, end Costa Rica 4.

These 38 experta divided according to their speciel qualificationa into
four groups dealing with the four d1fferent Bubjacts held nine group meetinga
each group in turn reporting to the.plenary body on the results of the week's
work. | ‘ - ‘ :

: A lamge numbar of observers alao attended the Seminer, end each group
devoted threa specisl unacheduled meetings to racoiving their pointa of view and
sussastione on the ?arioua “problens uudar oonniderﬂtion.

/Apart
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Apert from the: veluable 1nformatory data eampiled during this remarkable
erliod of study, the qeminer 1teelf conetituted a eplendid exemple of eivie epirit
since within its sphere it mobilized ell the delegatel in a highly constructive .
=ffort directed towerde a2 common 1deel- it eleo gave our Orgenizetion &
favoureble opportuiity to meke conetructive propoee‘e to Governments op behalf
of the causeg it supports. Anp accquutlof these propoeela 1elé1ﬁen_eleevhere 1o
this repors. _ - :

_ The Office of the Commieeion is alreedy preparing a volume, complete
with diagreme and camperative tablee, which 1e to loclude the sbundant material
collected at the Seminar. We shall report more comprehensively on the Seminar's
future plene at our next Aesembly 1n Chile.

; As originally planned the Secend Seminar will comprise the couutriee .
of the Cerlbbean and the northern part of South America nemely Cube, Haitl, the

Dominicen Republic Colombie, Eeuedor, Peru and Venezuele.

THE COMMISSION S NEXT ANHUAL ASSEMBLY IN CHILE

Articls 8 of our Organic Statute orovides for the.holding of apnuel
and special Assemblies and states that the meetings "Bhell be held:'in turm -in
the Gountrten composing the Commission” . 2 B ; o

In aeoordeece with thie article, end on the invitation of the Goverﬁment
of: Chile communiceted by the representetive of that country et our Spaciel ‘Assembly
dh-ia.tn.an--nn niw-u in Ananet 1oho cnw . navt u.au1.u a...-hzw ut11 ha hald in ¥e
Santiagpg the cepital of Chile. : 5

' At our requeet the Sacrutary-cenarel of the Orgnnization of Amerioan .

Sﬁbtee has already 1asued the prescribed invitations to Governments to send
reprouqntetives, and our office is already ha!d et work on the necessary
{vmtp!rations foxr the meeting. This, it muy even now be asaertad, will be as
&uportant as any prevlouely held by our Oraanization. Dot only becaiise Chile
§§3&ans of the oountriee in which the graatoet pregrees has been made in the
;*‘é _Lq, ,omgn from averw-aapoct but aleo bec&uae ‘the . iteme pleco& ‘on the 25
weuviaional agenda are of the utmoat impertanca, ‘and hecauae 1t will be
necessary at that meating to nu+11nn ouy nrnanfvhffnnin nnlicy and &efine in

detail its programmwe of work until the next Assembly.

/Our Office
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Our Office 18 now prepéring a number of special studies which will be
circuleted to delegates es besckground material on certain agenda items. To
these will be ettsched the carefully-prepared memorandum transmitted to the
Commission by the Internetional Lebour Office on the existing legislation in
favour of wothers, with speciel reference to working women, in sach of the
countries of Latin America, end the praaant legal position in regard to social
securit; for women. )

This stUdy, which the Inter-Americen Commiseion of Women hsd asked
the International Lebour Office to make, clearly demonstrates how effectively
the ILO is co-opereting with-bur'Orgﬁnization. It will; moreover, be of great
asslstance in the task which our Commission is to perform in implementetion of
Resolution XXIII of the Finel Act of Bogota, which recommends the Commission
"to carry out studies end investigetions on the economic status of working
women in the American Repudlics, £8 well a&s on the rights that they enjoy
in each republic during the meternity period".

The Cowmission will therefore later ipclude this work in. the complete
renort -n the subject which 1s .to be submitted to the next Inter- American
Conference at Cerecas in 1953.

RECOGNITION OF POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN

The present status of women under this head 1is as follows:

Thirteén countries have granted.wcmen full political rightas: (in
alphabetioal order) Argentina. Bfazil Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic
Ecuador, El Selvador, Guatemala, Panema, Uhited States, Uruguay and Venezuela.

In four countries -~ Bolivia, Haiti, Mexico, and Peru -- women may
participate in municipal electiona only.

In four countries -- COIOmbia, Honduras, Nicersgua and Paraguay --

" women have no political rights at all,

The Conetitution of El Salvador of 1939 already accorded women full
political righta but & noteworthy end decisive step forward was taken in the
Conatitution of E1 Salvador promulgated on 7 September 1950, the following

_ provisiona of which give women political rights in ccmplate equality with men:
"Art, 22, All Salvadoreans over elghteen years of age, without
distinction as to aex, are citizens,

/ "Art. 23.
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- "Art, 23, Save for the excepticss specified in this Constitution,
it is a citizen's right-and duty to vote.

"Citizens have the right to combine in order to form political
parties in accordance with the law or to Jjoin existing partles; the
right to hold public offise in accordance with their-abilitliea and the
other rights recognized by the laws.

"The duties of citizans are to observe and ensure the observance
of the Constitution of the Republic and to serve the State in
accordance with the laws.

"Art. 27. The electorate 1s constituted by all citizens entitled
to vote. :

"Art. 28. YVoting shall be direct, equal and secret. _

"Art. 29, To exercise the right to vote, voters must be d.u.'l.j

reglstered." -

MUNICIPAL RIGHTS IN HAITI

Similarly, the Constituticn of Haitl promulgated on 25 November 1950
constitutes a great political advance in granting women the vote in muncipal
elections and in also providing that after exercising that partial right women
will be granted full suffrage.

The relevant article states:

"srt, 4. All Haitians without distinction of sex may exercise
nolitical rights on attaininz the age of 21 1f thex fulfil the other
conditions prescribed by the Constitution and the law. :

"For the time being women may vote and be elected only to
municipal offjze. Within a period not to exceed three years from the
next general municipal elect:lona the law shall grant to women full and
complete axerciae of all political rights.

"After the expiry of that period there shall be no b&r whatsoever

- to the exercise of those rightﬂ.

"Me. fitness of women to parform all the clvil functions of public
administration is hereby reoognized "

_ The Inter-American Commission of Women wishes to record that the
advance made by the legislators of Ha.iti in favour of the women of that country

i8 due primarily to the firm a.nd. daciaiva attitude of the women themselves and
_/to their
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to their uncéa.sihg efforts in recent yesars. It ventures to express particular
a.dmimtim f‘or the last National Congress of Haitian Women held in Port-au-Prince
B in April, which mobilized the forces of women and’ on their behalf, through its
delagataa, lﬂ.id bef‘ora the Preaid.en"\! >f the Republic a plea for their rights.
That action undoubtedly led to the.preaent constitutional reform, which, though
inconplete, establishes a legal recognition and provision favourable to the full
achievem@snt. of the aspirations of the women of Haiti towards political equﬁlity.

COMPARATIVE STUDY IN CONNEXION WITﬁ THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
We are particularly glad to refer in this report to the work of the
Round Teble on the Poiiti'ca.l Aspect during the recent seminmar in El .Salvador.
It will interest not only our Commission but also the Commission on the Status
of Women'. ' ,
' " We refer particularly to the comparative study of the constitutions of
the countries represented at that seminar in relation to the px‘ixiéii:lbé set forti
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights promulgated by the United. Nations
General Assembly on 10 December 1948, .
' This study will form part of the volume which is being prepered by the
Cormission and which will give a consecutive account of‘ ‘the results of the
First Seminar, which has already taken place, and of the two succeeding senminars .
' It should also be noted that the work of the semina.r aroused in women
from participating countries whoge laws do not yot gmnt them politica.l righ’ca a
determination to fight for and obtain those righta
In Chile the granting of political rights 1_;'36 women in 1949 led, during
the ‘supplementary. ‘élections for deputiss in the Province of Concepcion, to the
election for the first time of a womap to fill such a high public elective
" office. She was a lady of distinction who had pravioﬁsly been lz“endant of that

province.

/RATIFICATION
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RATIFICATICN OF THE CONVENTIONS oX EUALITY OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND POLITICAL RIGETS
These conventions, signed at ths Ninth. Intarnational Conference of

Arorican States in Bogota, were ratified by Eouador, Cuba and the, Domi;nican
Republic in 1949; and in 1950 Brazil ratified the convention on poli‘bical
rights. It ie significent that during the Firet Reglonal Seminar the President
of the Cowmlsaion and the Director of the Sewinar approached the Heads of State
and the leglslaturee of ELl Salvedor, Panama axnd Gcsta Rica, the o::ly Centrala
American couatiries whose lagis.‘laturaa wers in sessio:: at that time, ‘with a8
plea for ratification, S _ ; '

' Ratificaticn ’by those obuntries resulted immediately and the
appropriata mstrumemts were depoaited last April with the Secretarieat o:t’ tha
Crganization of Americaa States. '

ACTINN ON RES&IIJTION XXI OF THE CHAPULIEPEC CONFERENCE

During the Chapultnpec Cohfersnce on problems of war and peace the
Inter-American Com:ds:idan of Wawed maw ¢oward tircugh two of 1ts delegates
resolution XTI recomnrerding Fat o s s hould inolude women in their
official delegatio'wa The Compission ip pléassd to mote: that eome governments,
though not very many, are concerned to apply the principle contained in: that
resolution. 2 -

Recently, for the inauguration of the present Head of State in
EL Selvador, Msxico appointed a woman to its delegation with the rank of
Minister Plenipotentiary. '

E1 Selvador appointed two women with that rank to represent it at the
-inasuguration of ‘the present Presidént of Guatemala, ; ;

Cuba appointed this February a womwen as Ambassedar Eitr&or&imry on
‘8peciel Mission to head the Cuban delegation mttending the tranefer of power in
~ the Republic of Urugtey, She was thus the first woman in the hietory of.
Awexrican diplomacy to head & wiselon,.

/The Inter-American
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The Infer-American Commission of Women is alweys alert to promote
cunplisnce with that resolution which has been supported in our Buenos Aires
Aseerbly by résolution XXVIII recommanding the implementation of the releva: .
provisions of the Chapultepec Conferencs by Qll,atailable_means.

“Accordingly the Commission appr;gchcd its delegates and requested 1.
to press their respective Foreign Offices-to appoint women to delegations
participeting in the XXXIVth conference of the International Iabour Offlce
resting in Geneva this June. '

Chile and the Dominican Republic each have a women delegate with
the rank of Minister Plsnipotentiary.in thelir permanent delegations to the
Unlted Netions.

" The Unitéed qtates has in the United Nations one plenipotentiary
‘delesate and two - -counsellors who.are women, Bot the Unlted States and Mexlco
included & woman with the rank of Eounaellorlin their delegetione to the fourii
Foreign Minfsters' Conference held recently in Weshington.

In addition Mexico, Cube, the Dominicen Republic and Haiti are
offictally. repreésented bykwﬂmen delsgates on the Commission on the Status of
Women. ° ;

WOMEN IN THE FOREIGN SERVICE AND OTHER REPRESENTATIONAL POSTS

" In the‘diplomatic service and other importanﬁ rapréeantational.posts
womern &are also called -upon, to hold high office in the executive, legislative
and Judicial branchaa of goverrment, although their number 1s admittedly small,
i At the present time there are women in the legislatures of Uruguay,
the Unitad States, Chile Panama and Cuba.

~ In Panama a woren holds the post. of Minister of ILabour, Social
Welfare and Pubiic Health., In Cuba a woman is a Minister without portfolio

in the cabinet. liicaragua has a woman Under=-Cecretary of Educetion.

/In Brazil
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In Brazil the Govermment has for the fir«t time given a woman the
»1tlu of M;nister Plenipotentiary in the Foreign Service. |
The Un*ted States has a woman with the rank of Rmbassador in Denmark,
and another with the rank of Minieter in Luxembourg.
' In hexico two voman lawyers cit as mag*strates, one in the superior
court ‘ard the other in the fiscal court
- In Colombla for the first time there is a woman Judge of the
Supreme Court. In Ecuador a woman is serving as a law officer, fourth grade,
before the courts. ol ' .
Bolivie has for the first time a women as chairman of the Municipal
Council of its capitel. ‘ o
In the United Statés; althdugh women have-baen undé};secrataries
before, for the first time a women now holds that, highly responsible ﬁost in
" the Department of Defernsd, A woman ie !ﬁrector of the Office of Vocational
Rehabilitation ‘of the Federal Security Asency, and a woman lawyer ie & Director
in the Department of Labor. ' _ ;
In Ponema e woman is director of the Office of Statistics and the
Census., Ohe is the only woman in America filling & post of that kind, and vas
aprointed by the G vernment of Penama as a member of the Statistical Commission
of the United Netions. . | ' . '
This is a summary of the principal developments on the Americen
continent affecting the status of women since our last report.
| It ie to be hoped that in the near future all countries” will conform
to the current trend end the lofty principles of social equality needed for the
permanent stability of the modern world, and introduce a etate of law and
practice in vwhich women will have not merely sporadic but ample opportunities
. to achieve once for all the position to which as humen beinge they are entitled
in all departmente of' society.





