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The Secretary*-General hes the honour to commnicete to the mem‘bers of the
Commission on Nercotic Drugs +the. report for 1950 on the ebolition of opium |
smokixg in the For Esst which has been recaived from the Unitsd Kingd.om for
Sarawak, Singapore snd Brunei.. L :
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SARAVAK
" Report on the Suppression of Opium Smoking in 1950

1. The Customs Depertment continued its vigilsnce st ell ports resulting in
the detectlon of 5 sttempts to smuggle opium. In all ceses the éffenderafweré
prosecuted snd sll were convicted. The hesviest sentence being e finél,éf $5 ,’coi::s v;‘ :
or in defeult 2 yesrs’ impriscnment. - |
2, 'The reduction in offences as. ageinat 1549 18 +tHought to be due to the
incressed activitiea of the Singapore au‘l:horitiea thus meking 1t ‘more difficult
to smuggle out of Singsypors. In 811 4 8‘51 kilograms of opium were confisceted
and d.estroyed.

3+ The totel rmmber of ccanv;lctians for offencea cf all aorts 3gainst the

Opium Orainanse emounted to 46, o

4, Two persons were treated in the 001ony a hospitals for opium eddictian. :' . .
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Re ;:ort on g_;e Supp

'I‘he general ‘backgratmd of the problem haa not changed meterially d.uring
the year under review anﬂ. ramaina a8 sat out 1:1 the cpaning paragrapha of the
correspondihg reports for 19M8 and. 19'49. i e o
Number of Addicts s O
2. It hes not been possible ta obtain data upon which 2 relieble estimata
of the number of addicts cen be based.

Sourcea of I1ltcit Supplg: o , .
3 Moat of the opium found in Singapora dnripg the yeer ceme by aea from ,
China ports, but imports from Indian and. Persian Gulf porta wers also detected. :
b, In 8 number of cases opium was fmmd. hiddsn in ahips the structum of vhich
had been damged in ord.er to create placea of canceelmnt. In other caees .
ccnsidsrable quantities of opium ware discovered. ‘111 ccurae of 1mport aec;reted
in peckages ‘of whet purporteé ‘bo bs legit:lmate marchanﬁiaa,

Seizureg of Illicit Opium N t L
Se mring the yeer 6 3&6 ?9 1bs. (2 8’{8 86 kilogrames) of rew npium and. .
232,38 1bs. (105 b kilommmss) of mpared opimn wera seized. of the prepa}ed o
opium seized only 30.95 1bs. (11& ol kilogrenmea) were found on board. ship end o
from this 1t my be. d.educed that the quantity of pa'epered. opium mported Y such}
1s not great It appeara that almost 81l the 0pium which reachea Singapore ‘
does so 1n 11:5 raw stata and that i‘bs preperaticn :for smking 15 up.d.erta}:en only
after EU: has reached the hsnda of the midd.lemen who aupply :lt to consumers., Thia
1s en in‘taraating change from 'bhe practice of the smugglera of g dscade 88 who
'pmfemd to handle opium in 11;3 more concentretad prepared form. .

Messures to Combet the Illicit Tmport end Diatri’bution of Opium L .
6. E?ery effort is mede’ to preven'h"th impor‘b of 111ic1t bpium into the Colony.‘ .
Ships like.‘iy tc be used fcr ‘che amggling of Opium are mat at sea by Customs ,
lsunches snd oscorted im;o port, to restrict thg chanoee of buoyed paokageg of
opium being Jettiaoned. in surro:mdings by mem‘bera of the crew, to 'be recovered,
later ‘ny confedaratos fram the ahora.l The izae for thia nur?ose %of fast but Lo
outwardly innocent, pomred creft auch as are. ccmmon arcund the sho;nes o:f.‘ Malaya

provides difficult gro‘blem for the Preventive Serv,tce. -
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7. Customs gusrds esre pleced upon ‘yessels on arrival in the port end susvect
shipa, in particular, aYe ‘thoroughly wmmaged by experiencad Customs searchers,
Sometimes procise’ inférustion s to hiding pleces is avelleble' and ensbles '
TumegeTs to mcmr ocmooeled opium quickly, but, the meJority of the opilum
diecovered on board ahip coznas to.1light es the result’ of _petisnt,. sk';illad end?
arduous searching. Selzures resulting from ship~board, rummeging were graater )
during the second half of the year then in its esrlier months. . A
8. mze disco?ery ‘of eubetential qmntitiee of oplium sshore durin,g the ygar
indicetes thet, despite the utmost efforts 'by the .weterguerd, illicit 1andglng
of oplum stil)l goes on. : : S st
9. 1In this connexien it must be remembered that. Singepore is 8. great entrepét
not only by virtue of 11:9 fxwea trade policy,, but 8180 on eccount of itg . .
geogrephical poaition which mskes it 8 natural centre for the. trads of Malaysia,
both hgitimte antl atherwlee. There 1s evidence ‘thet oplum is amuggled ashom
in Smgapore mt onJJ for consxmption in the colonar but for re-export m v
neighbouring tarritoriea perticula’r;ly to, Malayen hinterland e T
10, The Preventive Service of the 001ony plays ’ therefom 8 part 1n baeping ¥
down the qu.mtity of opium evailsble in those territoriea an;l thereby assia+a
in the auppmssion of the opium habit 1:1 all the territories for which Sin.gapore
semeaaaenentmp&t . S o
'll Once again however, :Lt 13 mcasaary tao emphasize thnt. whila the. action .
which can be taken here ageinet 1111«;11: traders in ang gonsumers. of ep:mm is:
of va.hze in suppresaing tha opium habit effective sction by. the comzt.rieg i:; Nt
which the 0pium pappy grows, to keep pro&uction of opium down to;the quantity R
‘for which thare 13 L legitimate d.emand, is the only fu.}.ly effectiva mgengof
stemping out opium sddiction. _A S § R IR
Mesgures Teken to Qcm‘bat the Illicfst Consumption o:t‘ opium o e et
~ The meeBUres vhich can' be taken to com‘bat the 1llicit conaumption of Opium, g
unlike the s‘cepa tekon to pmvent the import zmd distrimtion of opium arq
necessarily of 1ocel, application onlw LT , S A
13. ‘I‘hey fall int,c twu categcries, thoee inv;alvin,g direot sction. against addicte;
end those of‘ a general natum which by attaching uneetisfactcry living conditions’i
end the disesses whmh thoae conditions ‘breed will greduslly” reauqe the ’ e
temptation to resort to narcq;tica o8 a ‘eens oi;‘ estepe from’ misery. o

. /14, In the
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14, In the first oategory oame the, ;lnpree.si:;g round Gf v;aiw TO ALL PiBEPE: VioL©
facilities for the smoking of opium m kmmn to exiet; apﬁ f,he 5eizux'e of any
opium and opium emoking e.p;matw fmm ‘bhere. L RN SRR
15, In the second categoxy apecial mention mn:{' be md.e ai‘ the colqny'a tan year
plan for the very greast expmpion of 11:9 medibal and health aervz!cas g the
activities of the Singapore Mti-Tuberculoeis Aaaociation, (a° volm{w.ry boﬂy
complementary in ite particm ﬁ.eld to the Govaman’q Msdiml Bepartment) and the
five yeer education plan, designe& to *bring f‘rae cmpmor? educe.tidn to afl}.
children, These are the spearheagl of the éttack The ‘haft of the spaar 1B the
foatering of any activity, be 1t sport or. entertainment or thrift or- oo*—?opexative
societies or eny other mcvemen’l: which will e;noourage tha neody secbione of the
population to rise above the tenement end’ hovel exigténce vhiqh breaés the opium
habit.
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SEIZURE OF OPIUM OF 50 POUNDS AND OVER ON BCOARD
VESSEIS IN THE PORT OF SINGAPORE DURING 1950 .

Boribla A

e -

i 'DAa.te Nm of Steamer Netionelity | From ﬁ»[@mug whe;-e *Fomd
h?' i 50 "Diploden” (tanker) British Persia sk ] 6h8: Hidden m‘Spare offioars eabin,
;7. 5.50 Motor Sempan No. 1906 | 330 3,9}60/‘:‘“ Hidden in Sampan TR !
. 6.50 W o e 44 v ol Concaaled in’ coffer-dam ’betwaaa
E 6 5 m/y Produce " 3r1t19h China 332 3,98& fuel tanks benea '
1, 6.50 | M/V “Hoegh Silvermocn® \ ot |Concenled in five cases
L, 5 i / ‘ 3098 ve Nomgiﬁ:} mea? aka 2'902}' #_tweaty 06888 of Turmric. :
4. 7.50 | M/¥ "Yochow" British Chine 833 | 1:062351 Concealed under vo 'woodsn f
: ventilator covers in ﬁ cn@bma F
I ini;he oa’bm‘ K
8, 8,50 | M/V "van Houtsz" Dutch | china 370 | b kko. cm‘ml”d T ety m"* m; C3 8
- e —— , \ AU chggs of tem 1 e S
21. 8.50 | 8/s Tonjer Briti 1 ek’ Concealed in. t\mnelv»shaft m—-
et 5 / J Bh China lolt 11,248 | pror-dam ix. gtoke hole, i
22, 8,50 | R.A.5.C. "Charles Mcleod”| British hina 107k 1,490 |[Congealed in-lubricating starage |
‘ , » Z — bk ii,a‘so tenk ih affer-diesel flat. .
20,10.50 | " 1v:ina" tan wspee o |2 koo |oomcealsd in chain lmr—»-
. 5- Ma ( k:er) British Porsia 200 _72,%00 forecastla P



ctsmmmmmmm, SINGAPCRE .
smmm OF RAW AND PREPARED OPTUM SETZED DURING 1950
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In Vessels in v
. Stngapors_Harbowr vOnIa.nd | Total N
Prapared T Pmpa.reé. PN T Prepared
: 0pium- ~ ' opivm epium
renilg | PIW | oqenne | RLE | g | OPIM
, L ile : -] - S Tehils , Tahils.
Jamary T47.00 4,63 569.00 |- 295.27 1,316,00 | 299,90
February | © 30,00 |- .- 30,84 ~-| - 3,168,85 173417 1 3,198.85 204,01
Mareh. .. - |-+ 18,00 <+ 12,32 h83.80 ) 290.}-&5 4 501;80 T §02.77
April 397.00 138,85 26,316.00 | ~181.89° | 26,713.00" 1 320,74
May "+ 564,00 | ©.123,3% 5,054,00° |+ k2,387 | :5,618,00 | 545,72
June 7,649.00 3.17 k2,00 231,89 7,691.,00 | 235.06
July | 1,398.00 | . 7.0 o - 757,00 | 206,46 4. 2,959,00 F° 211,86
August 7,002,00 15.60 | 1,836.00 | 199,74 | 8,838.007 | 215.34
Octover | 2,689,00 8.00 Sosprjoo |- 129.82° | 3,210,00 ©| 137.82
November 24,00 2,30 13,718.80 161,75 | 13,742.80 164,05
December - 12,00 473,90 52,0k 473.50 64,04
Total in
Tahils |20,806.00 371.33 55,265.45 12,417,119 76,161.k5 [2,788.52
Total in , " -
Lbs, 1,741.34 30,95 | 4,605.k5 | 201,b3 6,346.79 | 232.38
2.9 4 9
Total 1in . :
‘Tahils 30,583.95 / 356.49 / 2k,6W4.55 / 3,352.79 / 55,228.50 / 3,709,28
Total in ; ‘ o
Lbs, 2,548,66 / 29,71/ 2,053.71/ 219.80 [/  L4,602.37/ 309.11

JSTATE OF
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STATE" OF ' BRUNEI

24 tehils 7 chees 2 hocm of prepared opium and u tahils 3 clms of dross, The .

- war Moy s T SN Ay PN A e e Tk PWNA e s 3P

cirov&nstmoas were ‘a8 follows-

[T

(a) ‘In Jaﬁmry a Chinese entere& tho State by b - frém Miri :tn Sarawak

-*N&-v"" PRV SR

e "‘& seamh m made ‘end at the bottcm of .1 a tin o:t’ ‘biscuits 10 tahils o:f’

",to resamblo packets ‘of ’biacuits. o : o g

X (b) In Ooto’oer Y passenger #boerd .one o:t‘ ‘the *British Malayen Potrolem .
. ccmpany's lmmchea 'vias famd to havo in hia poeseasion ammgat his persone.l L
. belonginge 1 chee 2 hcona oi‘ prep&md opiwm,

; (c) The othe;; ceses vere 'hhs Tesult of mms made in 1a:bour 11nee st the
oilfj.elds a.nd 1:1 priva.te hotmesc

- All ,prapared cbandu, ‘dross «and. Qppa.:}mm werq cmfiscated end dsstmyod and . .
all offend.ere aentanced to rigaroua impriaozmmnt

3. The dra.f‘t Motmﬂnt to suppress .opium. amoking referred to in my report dated ..
20 June 1950 wes not passed by the' end of the ysar

2.
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