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Egyptian women thro"Ughout our modern times have endeavo~~ to reach the 

same level_ oc_cupied ,by their sisters in. western Eur<?pean countries. They are 

enjoying a high degree of freedom that has its roots in every basic religion. 
- ' 

As to Islam, in specific, its rules have provided women' a riglits in· e.very field 
. . '' 

ot social, economic and political life. Through history women in the East 
. ~ . ' . ' . '• 

have shared With men great responsibilities of statehood and were principal 

advisers Oil matters. pertaining to safety- of their countries. Islam has given . ' . . . ' . . ' .. ~ . ~ ' 

women more r;l.ghts i;pan is conmonly known. Women in Islam have the right to 
' ... . . . ., 

dispose of t:t.leir p~rsonal property Without fmY, reatri_ction,- the right to _ 

manage their property Without their husbands 1 interference and the right to keep 

and diai>Oae of :their earnings.. The Moslem women have thus enjoyed greater, 
' '. . ' 

privileges than maey of their sex in a nwnber of Western countries today. On 

the other.. hand, if it is said that certain customs existing in the countries 
•' ' , • ; ' • ' r 

of the Near East have not helped to give wcmen the standard and status they are 
deemed fit to enjoy, many of thea~ customs are foreign -to the rules and teachings 

of I~lam (e.g~ veiling of vomen 1~ ~inly ~ . Turkish innovation and. has . no · ~rigin 
in Islam). Polygallzy' 'W.S also subject . to misconcept~on Which 'W.S the result of 

bias, unprofound or ignorant writing of 1naDy Western llriters. Polj.gti.mi, in 

fact, was mainly instituted to def~nd WOilltUihood. r 't also :haa its .limitati~ori~. 
A woman might get seriously ill, _inoapacitated .or turn ou~ to be sterile. 

Rather than divorcing her, her husband: would keep and. 'can for her. In spite 

~~· ri~b!. \e :(lf'tygpM, it is not practised as lliBilY people would .tliin:k. 
at non-eXistent in cities and. big towns arid is 

§!--

I 

~ 8ll J:Ju~r.~ r_,'~~;:,_ ~. ~;_ :~ ·::: began to cla1Jn equAl rights ~th .·. 
the op~:i ~ ~~·c ~~v~~nt .. of social life in Egypt, which/ ~e greatlY _ 

l · · · · · ex,panded · 
- EfCN.6/l47 



E/CN.6/147 
!'age 2 

expanded, gave more incentive to the ..,-omen* s movemeb.t .• 

The feminist movement since the First World War owes a great deal of its 

success to 1 ts J)rominent leader, Mrs. Rocla Charawi 1 who represented Egypt for t l: e 

first time at tite famous International Congress of 'Women vhich was held in Rome 

in 1923. ~1rs. Charawi claimed equ.a.l oworttmities for women and insisted on 

their full legal anct social rights. Her trip to Rome and her relP..arks at the 

Congress brought her and the wc:>Inan' s movement a ·g1.•eat deal o.f :publicity and 
justifiable attention. vn1en she returnee. to Cairo, 1;1he founded the Woman's 

Associatian· which.was to lead to a m11ch ~eater feminist movement. Ever since 

1923; the Egyptian Woman's Association has sent its own delegate s to intel"'tlation~l 

felninist meetings wherever they 'Were in the world .. Stockl1olm, United States, 

Italy, Turkey, Le 'benon. anp. Franc,e. 

At a meeting in the United f3tates fifteen years eGo,' !<Irs. Charawi again . 

re})resented Egypt and made a long speech that attracted much attention. Since 

then~ many .~gy:ptian feminine leaders have attended these intel-national meetings 

end have been :pri.ised for theil .. g;rasp of social, medical, business and political 

:problems. They were also given a great deal o:f ·cJ:•edit for helping women in 

other less enlightened countries, women who B.l"e not yet liberated fJ:'om the 

unbearable yoke of prejudices • 

...____ ==-----iire 'E&rp\tien .-women hanl :pla~eu a :prorninent roie in i he f ielO. of eo:Q.cailiQII' 

end their achievements have been remarkable. For a century .. before their 

movement becBllle active .. Egyr-tien women ha.d contributed widely to li tereture and 

art. Many of them becruue noted :poetesses. Many wrote books that have . today a 

· Wo.l'ld•Vide circulation. Most of them :possessed a keen sense of sen.:?itivity' and 

obaervat:!.on • . - With their advantages of acquiring Western culture and education and 
.. . . 

blending it With their om orientEtl culture, .Jhey were able to deal with new . 
.. 

J)roblems With a facility th.at was not then common, nor is today in many areas in 

the eastern world._ 

Among the leading Egyptian women -writers, there was Madame Halek Nassef, 

who fifty 'years ago attained considerable reno'!v'n as a 11 &es':J·ct sea:r.•r)her1
'. She 

1 .· ' ' ·. . 

was an accomplished :poetesa, able to give the most cqlo•:..·:'t'ttl (i..:>R<.: ~·J.:;rt;ions til 
verse of the long Arabian nights, With aii the1.:r· Io~' s·C.er!z a.nJ. -:o.r;J::li:.--::Jent, She · 

:painted m vivid terms the faacination of the . des~zt and. of tb:; p:\c~.;_:; :r.·esque 
I . • 

Bedouins who · inbabit it •. ~e wrote of the eool night witlda, the gl:".t. ~"ering lights 

and of the vast endless stretches of sand dunes. She also .recounteO. the 

/fascina.tina 

'l 

f 
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fascinating legends of her· country and brought to light mch of· the folklore of 

the natives. Besides her writillS, she conducted elaborate studies of the atatua · 

held by 'Wallen under Egyptian law and made fruitful suggestions a ( to · the wa,s 
. . 

they could obtain their emancipation. 

Ui th regards to education there has been a great gcovth in the number of 

schools for WOJhen in Egypt since 1923. Sehools. :f'or cirls exist in. every section 

of' the country. Women who were l.Uliversi ty graduates became lawyers, doctors, 
. . . 

scientists, teachers and musiciana, and today they a1~ be~ng - joined in these 

fields by thousands · of other ·young Er'ntian women who have carefully. _we :pared. 

themselves for buainess and protessianal · careel~s. · Eg:;:ptian wcmen have 

distinguished themselves as surgeons, fl•equently serving on the staffs of Egypt's · 

modern hospitals. 

Egyptian wanen have shown an intense · interest in tl:.e vork of the press • . 

Not long :atter the ' Fir'st WOl~ld War; three megaz1nes were.'lJUblished and edited by 

Egyptian vomen writers. ·Thei had the Arabl e names of Al Masria whic.h ·means , 
. . 
"the Egyptian WcmlBllu and ~a; tat El· ChN;k·, · which· mean a "the girl of: the Orient". 

Three magazines are· in existence' todey· and d~al mostly v.tth social problems 

and the necessary reformS Which tJUlSt be adopted. to raise . the standaJ.~d Of the 

E8Y]?tien woman. l-iatnen1 s n~igazines have 'inc·reesed greatly in the last ·few years •. 

Some of them ~re sreciali..zed in arche-ology 1 paintinG and fine arts. 

The femini·st oovement of' yeatet•o.ay concerned itself · with :forcing o:pen a 

place for 'WOI!len in 8: aoclety which already existed in a l'i:pe end aging form. It 

was at Yale Universi'ty ·that same students :paraded a few years ago W1 th banners 

bearing the inscription: "Marry them early 1 tell them nothiilg 1 treat them roug:P," • . 

Many changes have been takil16 place · since.; · Th~ feminist movement of today 

mat concern 1 tself 'W'i th the 1~bu.ildin£f of e society in a fom. in .which both men.­

a~d women can live ·more creativ-ely mid therefore more . happily than they di4. 

fonn.erly. 

Egypt went throueh the same evolution. There is now a new 'Woman • s Party in 

EQpt called the Bent El Nil which means "the daughter of the Nile". This party ---
was founded not long ago by a distinbuished femiiust writer, Mrs. D. Cr..afie, 

who 1 s a graduate of the University of Paris. The !Jrot;ramme of the new party 

calls for the right of Egyptian women to becane me;.nbers of Parlirunent. This 

programme vas the occasion for a controversial. issue in the EgyJ?tian press. 

N8l1Y edi tori ala were devoted to that topic. 

/Perhaps the 
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Perr.e:ps the -mo.st' successfUl acM .. eV'ement 'of ·the EgY!>tian WClJlen · i s t heir 

contribution to ti1e social· and :Ptlblio' welfare of the count1·y. such e· cri ai s aa 

the cholera e:pidemic gave atnple · proof of thefr ·q\tali tt and value. Thi-s 

human1ta..""'ian task is being carried out by several a-ssoeiatlons where Egyptian 

women are the heads 'of :the -ruoveni.ehts ·auch ·as t11e famous Bed. ore·ocent Associ ation, 

Vhich is the equivalent of the Red Cros-9 , end 'the Mohame6. Ali .A.':H:l0Ciation1 whose 

name is inte:rnaticmally falnOus for its htui~&dterifin ¥rork. · Serving on the 

Cat!JJiittees of these associations are the . Fl•inces ;1eS of the Royal fexnily .. 't-Tho 

eave great impulse to these associa.M.ons 1 and al:·w 1Wn1en who belong to leading 

Eg;roti!lll families and who have distingu-ished themselCiies throush their· personal 

battles 'against poverty and disease among t he poo1·er people of Egypt, One of' 

these associations has created many vorlwhops '\l!l:tere cirls of poor faruilie s , who 

are Uil8 ble t"o SUpport· themBel Ve S 1 are giVen t he OPJ;lOrtUn:l. ty to learn handi C!'aft 

vorl~ . Each yeal~ · there ·is an e:Uli'biti~"i where t .beir J?l'Oducts aTe nho"'ll and sold to 

the ;public._ At :pre'sent'1 many ,gfl"ls are atudyirJg halldicra.t"t work -&1d ·laarnil'-s to 

become speci.aii i ts so t hat t i:ley m y aoan be self·• au:py.JO;l'ting . Another woman• s 

association ·called the Women' a Health Improvement Association, hes· rlone wonders 

in recent years to protect the health of impoverished children. Tllrou . .;h its -

efi'orts 1l a ·a]?ecia.t health city 1 a G it i s called, ha s been built dn. the frir1go .of- . · 

~- +.)-> • A .. Cl ..,....r. fTI "h 'i o 1.f+t+.1 ·o ,....{+,r -n,-..-t.r ..Y o - +h~ ~ h l"'l.~o "~ ..-.l"!!ln tk~,"';. ., ')('./'\ -~l i 4 ' '1 : ~~o.9"\ ·rvf' ~ c1i't 0 1""'e o 
- ~--- -- - ---- __ ..,.." -·-·· - ·- - - ·- ..... ___ ...,._ . ... - - ---.,- ---·-- - -·-- - --··· --- -·- ·- o ..... --

who have bee11 saved frcm the grim clutches ot tubercUJ:os i a . They live · in homes 

which ta·re e\"ery modern convenience 1 electricity, rwming wter 1 e. le.undl'Y 1 · ·.: · . 

spotless kitche~s, and ·they eat in 'a l~pacious din:L:ng room. where t hel•e i s · reel· .. ,, ' 

conun.utiity spirit. 

To 8U.Ill up, Egyptian women are confronted like all women throughout . 'the 

Wol.•ld with the same problems of life 1 have the same f ·aith · in human kindne s s , are · 

Willinc to l18.I'ticipate in the grolf.ing of a new world from which misery:, bi tternes:;· · 

and fear should be '1-w'iped . out ana they have the same belief in integrity and 
. ' . l ' 

pureneL:is ·of 'the human soul. 
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