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Egypbian women throughout our modern times have endea\rouretl to reach the
Seme level ocoupied by their sisters in western European cmmtries. They are
enjoying a high degree of freedom that has its roots in every ’basic religi(m.
As to Islem, in specific, its rules have Provided women's rights in every field
of sociel, ecanomic and politicel l:lfe. Through history women in the East '
have shared wit.h men great responsibilities of stetehood and vere principal
advisers L. matters perbaining to safety of their countries. Islam hes given
‘women move rights then is commonly known, Women in Islam have the right to
dispose of their personal proper‘by without eny restriction, ‘the right to
nanage their property without their husbends' interference and. the right to ksop
and dispose of thelr eernings, The Noslem women heve thus enjoyed greater,
mrivileges than nany of their sex in a nvmber of Westem countries today On
the other hand, if 1t is sald that certein customs existing in the comtries
of the Near East have not helped to give wamen the standard and status they are
deemed fit to enjoy, many of these custmns are foreign to the rules and tsachings :
of Islem (e.g, veiling of women is meinly & Turkish innovation and has no origin -
in Islam), Polygemy was also subject to misconceptim which was the result of '
bias, unprofound or 1gnoran1; vriting of many Westem writers. Polygamy, in
fact, was mainly mstitu‘bed to defend womanhood. It also has 1ts limitations.
A woman might get serlously 111, incepacitated or wrn out to be sterile.
Rather then divorcing her, her husband would Xeep and ‘care for her, In spite

of Moslwm it is not practised as meny people would Gisak, #
Statis 6& &m“. t is al*nost non-exist.ent in cities and ’big towns and is )
of an e eme%y }g\t Rgrqentagk in rural areas.

Afger the Pirst wOrlg :L Em‘bian wamen begen to claim equal rights with

the opp siﬂd‘bbi. ﬁﬁpﬁ&vanc t of social 1ife in Egypt, vhich vas greatly
S . Jexpended,
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expended, gave more incentive to the women!s movemeht.

The feminist movement since the First World Wer owes & great deel of its .
success to 1ts prominent leader, Mrs. Hoda Charawl, who represented Egypt for tie
firet time at the famous Intermational Congress of Wamen which was held in Roue
in 1923. Mrs, Charawl cleimed equal opportunities for women end insiscted on.
their full legel and social rights. Her trip to Rome and her remarks at the
Cangress brought her and the women's movement a great deal of publicity end
Justifisble attention. When she returned to Ceiro, she founded the Women's
Association-which was to lead to a mich greater feminist movement. Ever since
1923, ; the Egyptian WQman‘s Association has sent its own delegestes t0 intermationsl
feminist meetings wherever they were in the warld - Stockholm, United States,
Italy, Turkey, I..ebenon and France. X

At a meeting in the United States fif'been years ago , Mras, Charswl again. .
représented Egypt and made & long speech that ettrected much attention. Since
then, many Fgyptian feminine leeders have sttended thess internationsl meetings
end have been praised for their grasp of soclal, medicel, business and political
problems, They were also given a gryeat deal of ‘¢credit for helping women in
other less enlightened countries , Women who are not yet liberated from the
unbeareble yoke of pre.?udices. aEN .t

LLI.I:I n.gypn;w wQuien ﬂﬂVB p.&ﬂyeﬂ a px:cm:l.nemr, I‘OJ.B in uxe Ile-LCL 01 Bﬂ.ub'&'hlm
end thelr achievements havg been remarkable. For a century - before their
movement. became active = Egyptian women had contributed widely to litersture and .
art. Many of them became noted poetesses. Mény vrote books that have today a -
vorld-wide circulation. Most of them possessed a keen sense of sensitivity and
obsexvation..- With their adventages of acquiring Western culture and education and
blending it with their own oriental culture, they wers eble to deal with new.
problems with e  facility that was not then common, nor is today in many aréas in
the eastern world. I )

Among the leading Egyptia.n women writers 3 there was Madame Malak Nagsef,
who ?if‘ty ‘years ago attained considerable renom as & "Gesert scaxrcher”, She
was en accamplished poetess, able to give ‘the most: colonPul Gssueintions in
Verse of the long Arebien nights, with all their mystery ond enchaitwent, She -
painted in vivid terms the faascinstion of the deasext and of ihe ricturesque
Bedouins who inhabit it.  She wrote of the cool night winds, the glitiering lishts
and of the vast endless stretches of send dunes. GShe also recounted the
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fascinating legends of her country snd dbrought to light much of the folklore of
the natives. Besides her writing, she conducted elaborate studles of the status
held by women under Egyptian lav and made fruitful suggesticus af’ to the wags
they could obbain their emancipation, -

With regards to educeation there has been a great geowth in the number of
schoole for wamen in Egypt since 1923. Schools.Pfor girls exist in every sectiom ’
of the country. Women who were university graduates became lawyers, doctors,
scientlsts, teachers and musicians, and todey they are being. joined in these
fields by thousands of other young Egyptian women who have carefully prepared
themselves for business and. wofessional careers, FEgyptian wemen heve £
distinguished themselves as surgoons , frequently serving oan- the staffs of Egypt's -
modern hospitals. 1 -

Egyphian wamen have shown sn intense interest in the- wbrk of the press.,.
Not long after the F:lrst Vorld War, three megezines were. published and edited by
Egyptian mmen writers. ‘They Lad the Arablc nemes of Al Masria which means |,
"the Egyptian woman® end Fatat El- CI& - which meens "the girl of the Orient®,

Three mgazines are in existence today end deal mostly with social problems
and the necessary reforms which must de adopted to raise the standard of the
Egyptien woman. Women's niagazihes have increesed greatly in the last Tew years,
Scme of them are specialized in archeology, peinting and fine arts.

The feminist movement of ‘yeasterdey concermed 1tself with forcing open a
Place for women in & soclety wiich alresdy existed in & wripe end sging form. It
vas at Yale University ‘that same’ students paraded a few yeers ago with banners
bearing the inscription: "Maxry them eerly, tell them nothing, treat them rough",

Many changes have bteen taking place since, The feminist movenent of todey
mst concern itself with the rebuilding of e sSociety in a form in which both men .
and women can 11ve nore creatively and therefore more happily than they did
formerly. } P

Egyyt went through the same evolution. There 1s now a new Woman's Party in .
Egypt called the Bent E1 Nil which means “the daughter of the Nile"., This party
was Tounded not lang ago by a distinguished feminist writer, Mrs, D, Chefle,
vwho 1s a graduate of the University of Perlis. The mrogramme of the new party
calls for the right of Egyptien women to become members of Parlisment, This
programe Was the occasion for a controversial issue in the Egyptien preass,

Many editorlals were devoted to that topic,
' /[Perhaps the
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Perheps the most successfil achievement 'ofthe Egyptian wemen is thelr
contribution to the sociel end public welfare of the country. Such & cricis ea
the cholere epidemic geve ample twoof of théir guelity end value. This
humeniterian task is being carried out by several essoclations where Igyptien
women ere the heads of ‘tlie movements Btch as the femous Red Crescent Association,
which 13 the equivalent of the Red Cross, and the Mohame8 Ali Association, whose
name is intermationally famous for its humariiterien work. Sexrving on the
comittees of these associations are the Prihcesses of the Royel femily, who
gave greet impulse to these assoclations, and aelso women who belong to leading
Egyptisn femilies end who have diastinguished themselves through their personal
battles dzainst poverty and disease emong the poorer people of Egypt. Cne of .
these esaociations hes created many workchops where girls of poor families, who .
ere unsble to support themselves, ere given the opportunity to learn handicraft
work., Fach year therc i1s amn exhibitlon where their ;pmodizc"be‘ are shown end sold %o .
the public. A% pre"ée"ﬁf} meny girls are studying handicraft work end lsmining to
becoma aye”c?:léii'éffs 30 that they may aton be self=supporting. Another women's
associetion called the Women's Health Improvement Asscciation, hes done wonders
in recent years to protect the heelth of impoveriched chil_dr’en. ‘Throuzh its-
efforts; a special health city, as 1t is called, has been built omi the fringe of "'
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who have been seved from the grim clutches of tuberculosis. They live in homes
vwhich rave every nodern convenience ’ electricity, ruming weter, e leundry,
spotleas kitchens » and they eat 1in a s;pe.cious dining room where there .is veel.
conmuxiity spiri'b. : : N S =

To sur up, Fayptian women are confronted like all women throughout the
world with the ssme problems of life, have th$ same faith in human kindness, are: -
willing to perticipate in the growing of a siew world from wiich misery; ¥itterness:
and fear should be wiped out and they have the same belief in integrity and
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puraness of the hmnan soul.
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