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CCMOBS!Ol'l OU NARCDriC DRUGS 
Seventh aeas'ion 

ABOLlTI)N OF OPIUM SMOKING lli THE FAR EAST 

{Resolution 159 ·I! B (Vll) att.opted by the 
Economic and Soci~l Council -

. 3 August 1948) 

!ote by the Secretag-General: As a supple~nt to d.ocuments E/CN .7/219/Mii.B 
and E/CN.7/219/Add.3 (sixth aesaion) wh1~h contained reports for- the year 19,)0 

on tlle Abolition of Opium Si!.Oking 1h the Far Eaet, . the Secretar.y-Genaral has the 

honour to communicate to the Members of the Co~a.sion on Narcotic Drugs reports 

tor that year which have been received ainee the sixth session of the Commission 
f'rom the tollowing ·Governmenta: · Burma, India, Pakistan • 
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· (13 ' July 1951) 

~1. Du.r~ng the year \Uld.er report the Opium Den Suppression Act,. 1950, was 

brought ~nto operation in Rangoon Town and, as a co::saq_uence, t.he drive. against 

the opium den-keepers continued more seriously and with \Ulabated vigour. · An 

all-out campaign was launohed against the forces of opiu:m den-keeping by combinS 
1 

o:ut all ll6tty dena seeking refuge in bac~·la.ne spaces a."ld. other remote places 

with a view to evading detectiQn and prosecution. As a result, moat .organized 

opium dena have ceased to exist, leaving a few 11float1ng de~a11 to cater to the 

tequirel!lBnta o.f adclicts still rema1ninli ~ hidi%ls. From the tme the Opil;Ull Den 

Suppression Act came into force, several petty dens flared up in the adjoininS 

areas of Rangoon Town District, where the provis1ol;lB of the Opium Den Suppress~ 

. Act were. not operative. No efforts were·, however, b~ing SParecl to hunt' down 

these dens. During the yeer under review, 7031 (4301)* raids were conct~cted on 

opium dens ·all· over the coi.Ultry, of which· 2778 (l925) raids were successfUl, 

resulting in the prosecution of 2581 (687) persons for illegal possessio~ of 
. . . . ' 

;prepareCI. opium. The quantity of illicit opium (raw, prepared and refuse) . seiz~d 

in all these raids amounted to 2650 (3047) tolas or 31.8 ki1ogrammes together 

with 2443 (2072) opium smoking pi~s and othe·r smoking parapherhalia. In RDngOon 

~own, where opium smoking dens flourished in large ~umbers, mostly in China. Town, 

3279 (2703) raids '~ere conducted on opiull1 il.ens, of which 967 (1069) raids proved 

~ceesful, resultins 1n ,967 (339) persons being prosecuted for 111eea1 poseesa1~ 

of prepare~- oph1lD.. In all, 644 (2981) tolas or 7.728 kilogrammes of opium (raw, 

prepared and refuse) with 644 (1098) pipes were ' seized in these dens. 

2. The Opium Den Suppression Act, as stated in ·~ l~eport for the calendar year 

1949, was brought into force in the. R .. ~oon Town District with ef~ect from 

1 April 1950; There has been no report ':>f axry difficulty in the enforcement of 

the provisions of the Act. The Act has made the suppression o,f opium dens in 

Rangoon more effective. As a resUJ. t of the suceessful enforcement of the Act, 

both the Collector of the Rengoon 'Town Distrtct and the Chief Superintendent of 

Excise, Burma, recommendeCI. 1n their reports on the working of the Opi\.Ull Den 

* The figures in brackets represent corres:pondins figures · for tlle previous 
calendar year. 

/suppress!~ 
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Suppression Act, 1950, that this Act should be extended to other towns in tbs 
. ) 

country. However, the purpose of this Act 1Ii conJ~tion with the operation of 

the a.nti-oplum. clinic scheme has been held over pe%ld1ng the establishment in 

other d~st~icts of anti-opium clinics where addicts could be cured of their habit. 

3, Strenuous ef~orts continued to oo ma.de at the s:ma time against opium. 

swgglers. During tbe year under review several large consif7l.ill9nts of contrabarn 

opium were seized in various parts of the country, of which. the moat remarkable 

seizure was that of 1,27,780 tolas (1533.36 k1logr~s) in~ truck in Rangoon 

on 16 December 1950, This aeizu,re broke all previous recorda of individual 

largest seizures ever made in the annale of the E.."tcise Department in the cottntry. 

In spite of unsettled conditions in the country 1 a total of 4,18,1~8 (11 53,298} 
tolas or 5017.776 kilogrammaa (1839.576 kilo~s) of smuggled opi~ were seized 

and confiscated as a result of llhich 1517 (2582) persons were prosecuted. for 

Uleg~ possession of raw opi~ and 1414 (2468) persons convicted. The ~olice 

and the Customs De:parta:nents also made seizures of contraband opium durillg the 

year under !9View. No opium was imported durinG the year from India. 

44 'Ibe anti-opium clinic sc:heme which \las brought into operation in the Ransoot:l 

Town District with effect from 26 A1~st l949o~ o.s IOO&lt:~.arud 1n tila F-"CV~O'lS 

J:eports, contim,ed in force. Admissions to t.l:le clinic at Ta.d.ae;ale since ita , . 
opening on 26 August 1949 show a total of 4311 1J'l.'llud.1~ 377 B~1 1~ 
Chinese anD. 8 Indians, of which 320 were cured, 52 were issued certificates of 

rasistration and supplied with opium tn individual doses by the Excise Department~ 

40 e:bsoonded, 5 died and 14 were under treatment. 

(1) Under t~ existing law, import of dangerous druGs into Burma is prohibited; 

the possession or uae of such drugs is limited to ~dical and scientific pul-posas. 

No raw opium was imiJOrted during the year \Ulder report. 

(1i) ~he quantity of opium (excise a.nd confiscated) now held 1n stock ie more than 

sufficient for distribution to addicts throughout the country ~er tho anti-op1~ 
clinic schema • 
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Refe~.nce pa.:!.·a~h 5 of i_~ ~~ol.'J.~on recomr.n.."mding_~"}at export authorization 
should not be 1ss,ueo_ for the ex:port_~-~Riu~ to c~t:riea where opium. amok;tn§ 
Is still prevalent excellt for mectic.~ and eoie~1Hf1.2_!11;.:rp~aes 

During the year uncter report, no raw opium was eJC!1orted for medical and 

scientific purposes from Burma to foreign countries. 

Nu.m'her of Quantity of 
Total .prosecu- opium ee ized 

Total nUI:lber . tior..e for 1n the dens Nu;,)bl3r of 
number of ill.-sgal (raw, pre- St!Oking 
of av.ccesa- possession . pare(l_ and r:1pea 

Month dens ful den of l,)repared . rcfuaa) ae j_ ~~·3d in 
(1950) . raicled raids opiUl:l (Tolas) the dane .•.. , 

January 159 65 65 72.1 40 

Februa1·y l3l 64 62 56.13 43· 
March 29& 100 100 48.8 81 
April 271 92 92 45.8 53 
May 262 86 86 96.2 54 
June 331 101 101 63.12 64 

July 315 93 93 86.2 10 
August 330 91 91 59.1 56 
September . 337 81 81 ·'21.8 .. 55 
Octcbar 294 75 75 · 45.10 45 
Noveri;er 223 ·54 54 20.7 . 34 
December 278 67 67 28.7 49 

T<JrAL 3,279 967 967 644 644 

Previous 
Year's 

2,703 l,o69 339 2,981 1,098 

Total 

/statement ahowinS 
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January 
lebruary 
March 

_April 
May 

June 
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July 

August · 
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Srotement eho~"!Ei3 the results of action taken. month by month in 
"1_he ~uros'610::_.2_(}pe_ .1~J~~'"aro;pium_!!mok~~stal)11si:men~ 

· l:u :Bu:~ .. .:Ja for the calenU.a~ li:ear 1220 

.• , I 

Number of' QuGJ:';tity of' 
Total prosecu- opia aeiz~d ~" ~· .• ~ . 

Total number tiona for in the de~la Number.of 
number of illegal (raw, pre- a:mokil:le 
of success- possession pared and . pi:pes 
dena f'ul. den of' prel(ared ~fuse) aeized 1n 

· raided raids · opium ·(To·las) the dens· 

... < 
/ 

340 154 169 147 133 
~ 

' 193 471 213 209· ·228 

600 230 232 250' 2l8 
570 230 204 179: : .,.192 

·499 215 224 216 '19l. 
617 243 ' 247 ''320 . 202 
627 244 

\ 

265 ' . 252 207 .. .. 661' 254 288 221 
S~ptember 701 245 253 200 221 . 
• October 667 · . 262 

. 
257 1e6 224 

tJ .... 

·, 

Nov$llber- ·.· .569·. 248' 262 . . 185 225 . - -~ .• .'.4 

December 

TOL~~J. 

Previous 
Year's 
Total 

.709 

·-
7 .• 031 

4,301 

. \ 

240 

2,778 

1,925 

186 ' 216 
.. 

272 

2,581 2,650 2i 443 

687 

/mnrA 
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INDIA 
( 11 June 1951) 

1. The special report on tl'le. prog:ress of su!)pressio:l of ·o:9ium snold..ng for 

the year 1949 bi~ been OO~!deNbJ,J' ampli:f"ied in Cha:9ter ni of t~ Annual 

Be port . by the Goverrm:ent of India on the Traffic in :Jj·i nm and other Dangerous 

Drugs. l'or :reference a copy of that Chapter is attached as e.n Appendix:. 

2. During 19501 '\"e~ rapid pn:>gress has been made~ In the States of Assam., 

Orissa, Madhya :Bharat, Raje.stban; Coorg an~ Ma.nipur, tte ~moldng of opium an~ 

the possession of prepared opium, are totally prohibited. In all the rema1nine 

States except the Pa.tial.a. and East Punjab States Union, Ifutch a.nd Vindbya. Pradesh, 

the smoking of opium is prohibited except by addicts 'rho had applied for, 8lld beefl 
• I . 

granted, special registration befo1~ 31 December 1950. 
3. In Kutch and Vimhya. Pradesh, legislation to :prohibit opium smoking-, except 

)y persons Who have applied for, and been granted, s,ecial registration as 

opium ·smoking addicts 1 is being enacted. It is resard.ed as improbable tm.t e:ny 

pn"Son will apply for registration by the final date that will be specitied, so 

that tbe objective of 'total p!"Ohibition Will be VE,ry quickly achieved. It is 

eXJl9cted that the Govel'll\D9nt of tba Pa.tiala and East P'll:'l.jab States Union vill 

enact during l951 legislation to restrict the smoking of' opium to reg!ste:red 

addicts. 

lt.. Full statistics of' the nll!llber of registered opium smoking addicts in India 

on 3~i. D~Doom'Jer l~) are DOt yet avai.l.ableo E:xclud:lns the s·tatee of :B~q, 

Madhya Pradesh, Punjab (Int;lia), Hyderabad, ~ore, Saurashtra, Trava.noore-coch1n 

and ~hopal, the total is 2, 737 distributed as follows: 

' . 

A!tate 



State 

1. :Bihar • • • • • • 
2. Ma.dra.s • • . • . • 
3. Uttar P!'a.desh • • • • • • 
4. West Bengal • • • • • • 
5. Jammu a.nd Ka.slmrl.r . • • • • • 
6. Ajmer • • • • • • 
7. Bila.spur • • • • • • 
8. Delhi . . . • • • . 
9. Riruache.l Pra.de.sh • • . • . . 

10. ll'ripUra. • . • • • . 

. • 
• . 
• • 

• • 
• • 

• • 

• . 
• . 
• • 

• • 

Number of persons registered a.s 
a.dd:i.cted ;to opium smoking 

• • • • . 920 

. • • • . 54 

. • . . • 133 

• • • • • 1,557 
. • • • • Nil 

• • . • . 32' 
. • . • • :n11 

. . • • • .41 

. ~ • • . Nil 

• . . • • Nil 

5. Except in the Ports of Bombay · 8lld CSJ.cutta,- where there a.re large Chinese 

colonies, and _in one or two other ·l.arge cities, · illicit smoking of opium does . . .. 
DOt ".:ake place on any app.-""ecia"ole scale. 

II 

/.AP:PENDIX 
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APPENDIX 

1. India has ado1>ted tbe J;X>licy of total prohibition· of opium smoking in 1946. • 

vida Appendix II of the Report by the Government o:r India for the Calendar 

Year 1946 on the traffic "in Opium and other Dangeroua Drugs. Responsibility 

for giving practical effect to this decision had to be dele,,;ated to the 

Provincial and Sta~ Govermnents. Constitutional developr:wnts haTe ene.bled very 

mpid progress to be made during 1949. ';rhe po-wer to enact ~gislation is 

nov concentrated in t:le Z7 Govermnents of the 27 States that compris·e the Indian . . ' 

Union. AU · except 2 of these 27 Governments have enac~d and brought into effect, 

throughout the territories within their jv.risdiction, laYs to control opi'llm. 
I 

~king. The two exceJ?'tions are .the Chief Commissioners' ~rcvinces of Kutch 

and Vindhya Prat.eah where, in practice, opium smoking is not a prevalent vice •. 
.. . . . . 

It is ex~cted that ~ese tt.,.o Gove~nts will shortly introduce. appropria~ 

legislation totally prohibi-lj::.ng smoking of opium and th& possession of p~pe.~d 

opium. 

2. The position reached by 31 DeoembSr 1949 is s\lllllmrized rolow for each State 

sepuately: 

Assam 

The smoking of opium e...-.d possession of prepared opium are totally prohibited 

under the Assam Opium Smoking Act, 1927. Oral consumption of opium is also , . 
prohibited ezcept by registered addicts, and the ~gal consumption of opium 

in this Sta-te for other than medical and scientific purposes has now been 

reduced to negligible proportions. 

Bihar 

{ 1) The Bihar and Orissa Opium Smoking Act (II of 19'i1'3) bas. been i~ :f'oroe 

tor over 20 ~ars. As the first step, smoking of opium and the me.nuf'acture ' 

o't' possession of prepared opium was prohibited except by persons who applied 

for, and were granted registration as addicts. No fresh registration of 

addicts bae been -permitted since 31 December 1931. 
( ii) The p:ro-risions of this Act have been extended to the territories of 

all the tom.er Ind. ian States that are row included in the terri tor;y ot tbe 

Bibar Province. No representatio..Tl.s f'or special concessions have been received 

/f'rCflll the 

\ 
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frcm t,~~~ :!r1'.f'·b1 tents of these former ·Ind1an States and it ·can safely be assut~Sd 

that -tU&.y ine;iua~. :very few per.so~ addicted to the slllokirig of opium. There 

is no evidence to su~st that illicit smoking of opium takes place to any 

serious ~xtent anywhere ·in the exteneed territory o-: the Province of Bihar. 

Bombay 

· ( i) T_he first step to control opium smoking was taken in 1936 w1 th the 

ena~tment of the Bombay Opium Smoking Act (XX of 1936) which, by prohibiting 
. . 

smoking of opium in assem"ul;11 enabled opium smoking dens to .be suppressed • . The 

: fiha.l action to give .effect to the · policy of totel. aboliti?n is being taken 

·under the Bombay Proh1,1t1on Act, 1949. 

(11) Possesaion ·of ·opium (except opium to be legally used for medical or 

scientific purposes) by. any persons other than a permit holder is prohi~ited. 
Permits to persons (using) opium in any form for their personal consumption · 

are only ~esued to persons certified by a ~dical Board constituted by the · 

Qo.ver:oment to require opium for soxm specific medical reason. Legal consumpt1Qil 

of opium, whether orally or ·~y smoking, is thus restricted to addicts wl'J.o are 

· passed ey- the Medical Board and are .grantad J;enllits by the Collector. Such 

~rmit holders are required to obtain the quotas allowed ~o them 'l:.n:ler their 

perm.! ts from a Government de!JC)t. Trade · in opium has been abolished ·B.nd the 

Btl"ictly limited arid steadily ditirl.nishing supplies made available for permit 

holders are distributed solely through official channels. The ma.Xitnum quanti-ty 

which a permit holder is· allowed to purchase and possess at a time, is half a tel" 

and during the period of ·a calendar .morith, is specified in the :pemit by the 

Collee'tor ( eub~eot to a maximum. of 7 l/2 tolas) , and such monthly g:uota is 

tu.rther subJected to a further progressive ·quarterly cut at the rate of 

l/8 of the quota. 

-tml Provin.cea and :Berar 

fi) Control was first introduced in 1929 by the. promulgation of the 

Centt'e.l ·Provinces .·and Berar O!)iU!D. Smoking Act {IV of'·l929) and the iSsue. ~f 
the· Central Provinces Opium Smoking Rules, 1929. ·Posees~ion ot prepal"ed opium · 

and · the. smoking of o-pi~ has been totally. prohibited · since 19'34. When the 

territory· ot the former Indian State of' Baatar ~ras merged into the Central : . ~ 

Pt-ovinces arA l3era.r in·'l948, spa dial provision had to be made, . be<?ause smoldr.g 

/of opium by 
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Ot 'Oi;lum-byr registered addicts was· ·~1tted_ . und.e:r fthe ~ld, State Law. The%'~

a.re at :Present· 957 regiStered add.tcta. 1n ·this te~1tcry~ .J!!esh r~gietratiOJl has 

been 'et'opped: since ·July 1948. . . •. ( : · 

. { 1-!') Opium smoking is not ,indulged in illic-itly to a:ny appr~ciab~e .ex~nt, 
I 

and it is eat~ted that the numb~r of unregistered acdicta d~es not exce&a 

4,ocb. . . . ... r' • ' . . 

~:._dr' ~= 1 ; • ~ c~ n • ) .·7~ ~,-

HY C~trol "Was · :first introduced 1n 1934 .by the is'oua of ~ _RuJ.e· . mid~ 

Sect1o~ -~(2) of -the D~eroua Drugs Act (tt of 1930) to raSula.t&· the manufao~ 
and poaseosi?n o:f' prepared opium (~vernment of' Madras .:r-Jotif'icaltion-No-. 16.4 Rev. 

dated ;··~ : Ma~ 1934) ·• This ·rule: was fa:nen<ted· by: ~ · Not~f.~cat;i~- ®:t~d .. l3 Jun.& 1947 

and the reaultadtt legal p~aition is th'3.t the smoking flf _opiUm,; ~0.: the .poasess~on 
?f ~pared opium by· any _person~ other than a licensed · addict~ is , prohni~d. 

('11.) ~inS the· year 1949 the total rtUIIlber of 11cenaec1 a_dd1cts was 45. 

Liee·noea are "'l'nly granted to ?eraor..s . ~ilo submit a written declaration that they 

are ad~icted -to ·..,piu:m SIJVjk~1 -Oel"ti±"-ied by a registere¢1. med~cal praotiti,oner. 

Although registration of adiiicits has not been finally. stopped; no new appl;icati~ . . \ • 

will be granted except a.ftar. very care~.ll. e~uiry. , 

(iii}· A definite progrenme· has been laid down, {:md is being enforced to 
br·ftig ab()Ut the 'total a'!)O'lit19P .Qf ·the · US~ ;Q_f q~ium in a!'...y ~orm~ ;excep~ $9~; 

aedical and. seientifio purposes by 30 .~p~ber 1953. The qua,ntity ot ~cise . 
. . . ~ .. - . . . .. .. 

· <opium fesU.ed. to registe-red a.~ic-ts _.is being progre.ssivaly re,cluced. ~i~ .the, 

year :endi."lg •30 September 1950, a.~l ifi,'SUes will be- :re~tr-icte~ to nQ~ more. ~~ ·. 
80 pe~ cent of the ·quentity issued in ~e pr~v.ious year ended . 30, Septe~~ 1949, 
and e.tl -~qu8J.· reduction .will .be ·mad.e in ·the q~:p.titicS 't9 be iB£Uad in tb.; . .., 
'f'Ql.lowing three years. Thare is no evidence to suggest that i,Uio1t _. emokin&,\~ 

~pium takes- place anywhere in the State o:f' Ma4raa to .8:47 great extent • 
.,.r:·to . ... ol o •' • I ' 

Or:f.ssa · ..... . . 
··;--{!) .:In, the· territories f :ormerly included in the :Provj,poe ,. of. Bihar. ;~ • 

. ' ,. . ' 

-~~a'S., ~trool over opium smoking h~s been in fQl'~s since 1928 .. under the- -Bihar 

and ~iiasS.· 'upim Smoking Aot· ·II of .1928::.- In 1947. ~his Aot wa rep~~~d :PY ~ 
1'.. • - •. " ' . 

Orissa Opium Smoking Aot XVI .,of' ·1947. -. . , 
· "' fiil ;Tlte ·:amoking 'of ·opium: &ld t&1.~ . :pOss_ea~up Qt ~ prepa~_ed ,opi~ .j,e 1fotani 

• • • .~ • ¥ • • ' • 

Fohibited. In -1949, 92 offences punishable under th,e Opium Smoking Aot were 

/ datec ted but 
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detected but there ia not evidence to s-uggest that illicit opium smoking takes 

place anywhere in the State 'on any a-ppreciable scale~ · 

~En~ 
Control is :Imposed under the East Punjab Opium Smoking Act XXV of 1948 

l>"hich has replaced the Punjab Opium Smoking Act VI of 1923. Possession ot 
. . 

prepar·ed opium and smoking of opium by any person, o ~"1.er than ri.n, acldict who has 

applied for 1 and been granted registra. tion under Soc tio:n 5 of the Act 1 is 

prohibited. Regiatrat:ion of addicts is now complete and the regiateriiJ have bee:n 

cl"'>sed aince . l2 April 1949 • . 

~ited Prov~ 

Control '\-laB first illlposed in 1925 under the United Prov:L."l.cea Opium Smoking 

Act, 1925. This Act Yf8.B superseded by the Opium ·Stloking Act III of 1934. The 

smoking of opiutl1 and the possession of prepared opium, is prahibi tad except by 

.registered ade.icts. Since 31 December 1936, regiStration of new ae..dtcts .ha,s 

been forbidden, except with tile previous ~anction of the Excise C~stiioner. 

The number of reg1atered c.dl1c·ta o:n 31 March 19471 was 133, and no new addicts 

have been registered after that ~t~. 

West. Bengal 

( 1) Uz:l.der the Bengal Opium Smok:tng Act, 1932 em.oking of opium and 

possession of prepared opium is prohibited except by registered addicts~ No . 
fresh registration of addicts has been permittQd since 1947. The total nu.mber 

of res:tstered aidicta on.3l. December 1949 W.B 1 1 580 ('If whom 11 231 a.re ·Chineae. 

Only two registered addicts belong to the aga gt•oup 20-30; 244 belbng to the age 

group 31·40 ana 1,334 are above 4o. 
( 11) Most of the re~tatered addicts are labourers and mill-hands. There is 

no evidence to _suggest that Ulic1t opium smoking takes plaoe on 8. lar~ scale. 

' The po1:i.ce and excise records included the namoo ef 1,638 p~rsona not registered 

as addicts who are kno'Wll to indulge 1n opium S!llOking. 234 prosecutions for 

offences under the Bensai Opium Sm.oking Act -were launched in 1949 of 'Which 215· 

restllted in conviction. . 

Hyde:r.al)ad 

Control over opium sm.oking has been introduced with effect fr..cm 8 August 19h 
under the Ryderabad .Opium Smoking Rules, 1949, made in.exercise of p~wers under 

the Opium and other intoxicating Druga Act of 1333 F (1924 A.D.). The possession 

/of _ :pre~ared 
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. 
of prepared opium, and the sookir..g of opium, by any person other tba.ri a 

registered a.d.diot is now prohibited~· ·Applications ' for registration e.S an add.':tet 

will be enterta1I7ed up to 7 August . l950 after which date no fresh regiatret'ion . 
·will ?e parmi tted. 

Kaal'mir 

Opium smoktng is prohibited subject to certain reaervatic-ns .' PoE:Jsoasion of 

prepared opium by a. person WI") has pr~pared. 1 t frc--m c,.Pium ::.al!'i"u11y cbtainedi and 

p6asessed br him. io perm1 tted. So far as io know, cpil.lrl m.ckinS io nC't 

practiced except iJ:1, tJJ.e c1 ty '>f Srinagar 1 a.nd in Jam::nu. 

!J!rlllza]~ 
• < 

Under Section 5 of the Madhya :Bha.ra. t Opium and o~er Dangerous DJ::"tl88 Act of 

Samvat 2006 which came into effect on l June 19491 the sm~king of 'o~ium and 

possession of prepared opium, is totally proh1b1 ted. There is no evide:J.oe t'a' 
.. . "' . 

suggest that enforcement of this lew will present any serious dir::t'iculty. . . . ~ . 
l'i.lStU'G 

{1) In certain are~c pcssession of opium in any form is prohibited. In 

· other areas, where this total prohibition is not in :force, poasess:ton of prepare!' 

opium is prohibited, except tmder, and in accorda.."'l.ce with, tha ta!'!l'i.S and. 
I . 

. . 
conditions of a licence. ~ The maxiln:um quantity that may be legally posseesecl at 

any one ttme is .l/2 tola •. (.0057 kgs.). 

(11) The issue of licenses is ref.ltrictdd to persons, who have a!Jplied for 

~gistration as an addict, producing tn support of their' ~ppl1cation, a medical 

oertif1~ate confirming that they 'rere addicts to opit~ smpking ,befare 

1 Auaus.t 1949. 

lt$!'1JL 8;!1d Ea.ot Punjab Sta tea U~ 

. Action to bring opium smoking under control was. initiated 1n l.93l by the 

introduction of the Patial.a. Opium Smoking Al)t '(I o:f. l988)Y ·in the forrtwr -
. . . 

Izl:dian State of Pati~la.. This Aet has now been extended to all tt.e former Indian 

States included in the Patiala. and' East PunJab StatGe Union. Under !Jlis AQt1 

opiu:n S!l'lOking in an aasemblr of three or more persons in · tOtms a..."ld "l'lllU.ld1ea~ 18 

probib 1 ted. 

Ra~sth~ . 

· (i} Actio:J. . is being 'taken to repla~e tp.e exist1r..g separate l.S.V. by 4. singl$ 
• I .t,f• ,• 

/Rajastl:J.an Opiu:n 
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Bajastr.an Opiu'll Smoking Act under '\\'hich opi~ smoking will be totally prohibited. 

( 11) The present state of Re.,1aathan COI!l?ris!ng the foi'1'1er Re..jasthan Un101l 

and the ~ian States of Jaipur1 Jodhpur,, B1kaner1 Jaieal.rnar, Sirohi (excf3pt11?e 

Abu Rocd tehsil , and a portion of Dil;.moa tahsil) 8Z:ld. the Mataya Union come into 

being 0;11 ·7 April 1949. Before tha.t date, op~um amok~g l.'aS prohibited in all 

thsse territories under the local excise acts. 

Sauraeh!E: 

The· Bombay Opium Prohibition Act XXV of 1949 has been ~lade applicable in 

Saurashtra. Special Lsgislation ~o control op.ium e:n·~kL"lg is, therefore, not 

nacesaary. Poeseae ion of opium by e..v person other . ~'l.a.o. a pernd t holier is 
. . 

prohibit9G.o By the end ·of 19491 no permits to possess prepared opium had been 

applied foro 

~~Yancore-acohin 

Cont-rol o·ter opium emoki:..'lg has been introduced With e:f'f'ect f!'Ol4 19 March l~ 

by the enactment of the TraY.a.:l~ore Opium Smoking Act J ll24. Smok-'.4llg of opium by 

any pel·son other tha.n a reg::.swred a:idict is prohibited.. Registration as an 

addict is restricted to peroo:ns not bolow the age of 25 whose application is 

eup"!,)orted by a medical recOJ'IIlll9ndation. Provision has been made ::.n the Act . . 
empowering the Government to stop all fresh registratic~'l by NotificatiOn. Opium 

. . ' 

smoking 1s not ~revalent and.. no application ~or registration had be9n r9caived 

by the end of 1949. 
&~!l)..~r 

The United Provinces Opium Smoking Act (III of 1934) w.s e:x:·oonded; eubj'eot 

to .certc.m mod.ifications, to the territory of A3mer-Merwara by Government of ' 

India Notification No. 3 dated 14 Dec&mber 1948 iecued under Section 2 of the 

Ajmer':"Merw"'8J:'a (Ex~neion ot r..aws) Act III of 1947. In exQrcise of the :r;o:rors 

oanferrei by Section 10 (1) o'! tbis Act, the Chief CO!!<lll~.EI9ioner has· promulgated 
I ' 

the Ajm.ar Opium Smoking Rules,. 19lr91 which have been in force since l August 1949. 
Smoking of opi'Wil, and possesaicu"'l ·of prepered opium, are prohibited except 

by registered addicts. Registration is restric~ to persons over 25 ye~s of 

. age who. applied t'or registration :before l December 1949" Thirty addicts have 

been registered, and no fresh regiatra.'liion will _be per..nitted exeeJit with the 

previous sanction of the Excise Coanissionsr • 

. . 
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'·, . 
B.hop~J. . . ~ ~ ~ r : .. 

~ 'Cont..'t-ol over· Op1iun smoking haS been enf'oroed: s:i.ilce' 19·~ u.~:t: tlla' Bhopal 
~ I •. . , .. /> 

Sta~e .Opium ·and· other intoxicating Drugs law. SmokL~ of oPit1m in an a.ssemb~ . 

of t"i'O or more persons· is prohibited. ·Sale· of prepared opium· is prohibited, ·· 
I . ~ ,. 

~-possession is restrlcted to not .. ·mote than 'OT.Le · ~'>1.~ a.t· aut: one t:tme 1 

me.:lufactilred from opium legally obtained tor the pe~aom! cc~um),t1o11 of trut · 

holder. 

Bila.epur : . ...........,..._.._._ 

· · The East PUnjab Opium Smok:J.ng Act (XXV ·of ·19li8) · e.hd the Rti.les framed by the 

Ea.s~ Punjab .Government under t..'w.t A'ot haVe- been exte'nded to the State of 

~il,a.s:pur with ef~ect from 29 JtUle ''l949. 'It is expec~d "liha.t very few; it ar..y1 

applicaticna far registration ~e ~ · opium smoking M.dict will be received. · So 

far as is known1 the .inhabitants of this territory do not 1ndalge in opium·· 

smoking~ 

poo:rs 

'. l 

., .. ' .. 
~. .. . . .. 

. · It has ·not been founC.. ~ecessary to take special meaijures tc) restrict opium 

sinOking ... in ~ddit'ion: to· the general ~action 'ta.Iisn to coritrol. the .orai c;~sUnip-ti~ 
. .. . . , .... 

of OIJirtm. The Coorg Opium·Rul\':le 1 1935 ha.ve··nO'I~ been supt'lrs~ded. by- the Coors 

Opium Rules, 1949; made 1.n exercise of the po"11:ire conferred by Sections 5 and 13 
of . the -Indian Opitim· Act1 (Central }_.)t I ct .1878). Poseassle~ of o:plum by tmy ' 

person other then licensed 'endor or registered addict is prohibited. 
.. 

Registration aa 'e.n ad.C.ict is gr~·;:.ed em.l.y to applicants o~rer 21 years of age 

!)&rtified ~y a r ogiS:'U0red madice.l 'pradt1tioner . to be. add~.ct.ed to opium e~tma or 

opium smoking. 'On 31 December 1949 'the t .otal .numbs~ of regi s tered addicts was 

14? -· consuinpt1 on will. be piogr·ess i vel;i curtailed :L."'l aocorC...9.Tlce "':1. th the general 

policy to ~ring about .total abolit..:ton 'by 3l Merch 1959. 
DeLlt1 

ContrQl is being imposed ttnd6r tb:e<DoLlti Opittn ·Smoking R~lea 19491 . which 

came · into effec.t on 7 .Septemb~r l9~f9. SIIIoki.~ of · opimi1 aud possoasio~ ~f prepat'le{ 
I I , . • -l ' • • • • ' 

opill!l by any per-son other than regietered•addict is ':pTo!libited. Forty-~ 
. . . . .. :.: ,.. . . .· "... . .,; 

persons tave applied for and been granted reg1£;.tr8.tion as addicts and freSh 
' J"ee1E:rt·r.at.1.on ie n~'t~ not pe:'"!llitted. 

l • 

llimacha.l Pradash -
Control over opil!m em.ok!ng ha:s been mposed under the Pu.'ljab Opiux:i. Smoking 

/Act No. XXV 
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Act !-To , XX'V cf 1948 which has been made applicable to this State \"ith effect 

from 25 December 1948. Poseese:1.on of prepared opit.i!ll and smolcing of opium by 

any person, other than registered addicts are prohibita~. No applicati~ for 

registration have been received. 

Manipur 

-The Assam Opimn Act (III of l927) has be~n ex'.:.e>'!ded t9 the territory of 

Manip'lr with effec~ from 22 October 1948. The smoking of opi'um and possession 

of prepared opium are· totally prohibited. There ia no eVidence to suggest that 

1111ci t smoking of opium takes place on a:ny serious . sce;...e although about 100 

persons are known or be1i,eved to be addicted. to smoking opium. 

Tripux:a 

Opium smoking has bee~ prohibited by a proclamation isaued by Ria Highness 
I 

the ~ja Manikya Bahadur, Ruler ' of TripUl~a, L~ exercise of p~~rs L~erent 

in his Kighness aa well as tu~der ~action 44 (a) of the Tr1pura Government Act of 

1351 T .E; Provision is made t;or ~eeiater1ng addicts, but no applicat;l.o;n for 

registration.has been received· •. ,There is no eVidence to suggest that illicit 

. smoking of opium takes place • 

\ 

/PAKISTAN 
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'~ ' 

PAKISTAN 
( 3..! l'OlJ 1952) 

1. Opium emoking is ~lready prohibitecl in Pakia~.n except in .favour of the 

e.x1,etil'J8' a~d,icts, on ~ed.1cal ground.e eo ·loris· as thQ$: aurvt~re. The number· of 

these addicts ts d.ec~~eins. and. no fresh registration of add1ets is made. · 
Further, in May 1950, the G·oyernment of Pakistan i-ssued. a 'directive · to the .. 
Provincial Governments and to the Fed.era~1ng States to. con:Side.r an:a · ad.opt 

more stringent meae~rea to ensure complete. prohibition: of · opium smoking · , . 
without any exception. This may entail hardship to the existing. addicts 

but .still the Governments c:oricerned. are cons1"der1n8 ··nocessary legislation 

as well as ad.m1niatrat1ve measures to ensure total p~ohibttion 'Of opium · 

~k1::.~g. . . . 

2. The~ has .been no im);lo:;.-t .or export of prepared opium fran ·or 'into· 

Pakistan cluring the year 1950. The negligible quantity of ·bpi\tli consUmed 

1n smoking was prepared out O'f the excise o})ium imported from India on 

Government account. 

I 


