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CO-OPERATION BEIWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION . |
IN THE INTERNATIONAL CONTROL OF NARCOTIC DRUGS .

‘Memorendum by the Secretary-General

1. TUnder the temms of article 49 of the Universal Postal Convention of 10%7
and the corresponding provisions of the Agreements concluded in accordance with
article 4, parag:aph'é of that Convention; the international shipment by post
of "opium, cocaine and other narcotics" is elther prohibited absolutely or
permitte? ~mmly to countries which allow such shiﬁﬁents for medical and
sclentific purposee;/. , | ‘

2. As a result of continuous progress in synthetic chemistry, the numbgr of
narcotic drugs whiéh 1t has become necessary to subject to 1nternational'control
has grown considerably in recent years and gives e#ery indication of continuing

to increase. - In this situation the Commission may consider 1t appropriate to

“-1

take steps to ensure that all narcotics falling under international control are
subjerted to the same restrictions that now apply to the postal shipment of
®opium. ¢ocaine and other narcotics".

3. With the aid of information furnished by the national postal administrations
the International Bureau of the Universal Postal Union publishes ®a list of
prohibited articlesg/". This list contains those provisions of the Universal

Postal Convention, of the Agreements concluded under article 4, pafagraph 2
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1/ Article 49 of the Universal Postal Convention of 1947; article 12 of the
Agreement of 1947 concerning Letters and Boxes with Declared Value; and
article 16 of the Agreement of 1947 concerning Postal Parcels. See also
article 32 of the 1947 Provisions concerning the Traneportation of Regular
Mails by Air, and article 20 of the 1947 Provieicns concorning the
Trangportation of Postal Parcels by Alr,

g/ The list is published undecr article 173, parecveph 4 (c¢) of the Regulations
of 1947 of Execution of the Uniyersal Postul Convention.
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thereof, and of national postal regulatione that provide for the absolute or
conditional prohibition of the shipment by post of certain goods, including
"opium, cocaine and other narcotics". If the Commission should consider it
desirable for all narcotic drugs vwhich are now or may in the future be placed
under international control to be individually mentioned in the "1list" as
subject to the. restrictions of the Uhiversal'Pestal'Convention and of the
Agreements concluded under it, proposals relating to the amendment of the "1list" -
might be laid before the Economic and Social Council..
4, TIn connexion with 1ts work on the proposed Single Convention on Narcotic
Drugs, the Commission may also wish to consider the desirabllity of propoéing
to the Counpil that- the United Natione and the Universal Postal Union should
Jointly give some consideration to the following questions: " g
(a) Whether the internatiomal shipment of narcotic substances by
letter post ahould:continue to be prohibited; ' o)
(b) Vhether the intemational shipment of marcotic substances by pest
in boxes or parcels should, as at present, be permitted to countries
.. which allow the use of the mails for the carrying of boxes or parcels of
narcotics intended for medical or scientific use, or whether such shipment
should be absolutely prohibiteds ' ‘
.(c)“ If the shipment of narcotic substances by poet in boxes or parcels
should continge to be permitted to countries which allow such importétion
by post for medical and scientific purposes, whether such shipment should

be exempted under the proposed Single Convention‘on Narcotic Drugs ffem
the provisions for the control of nmarcotic. substances in transitl :
(d) Whether the consignment of narcotics to a post office box should
be prohibitedg/ and
(e) How provisions for the control of the international shipment of

g narcotic drugs by post could be most appropriately divided between the
proposed oingle Convention on Narcotic Drugs and the Universal Poatal
Convention and the Agreements supplementing that treaty.

1/ ©See article 15, paragraph 5 of the 1925 Convention. " ' 2

2/ See paragraph 21 of the Modellﬁdministrative Code to the International
Opium Convention of 1925 (lLeague of Nations document C.T7T4.M.365.1932.XI.).
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. 5.- In anticipation of the Commission's desire to see some or all of the
measures outlined above put-into effect, the Secretary-Gemeral has the honour

to lay before it, as an annex to the present document, a draft resolution which [

the Ccmmisaion could recommend to the Council for adoption.

/ANNEX

f"vvwrgkfw-wvﬁ

|

P

IS



Ww‘a T LoSE G pomes o s ke S S b e s R I S e

s

¢

e

T 7 TR
4

P N L e T T R

i 3 D o gt g fbon = SRR ""“'M‘ﬂi YW R
’

E/GN 7/?39
Page b4

_ ANNEX

" Draft Resolutién

CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE UNTTED NATIONS AND THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION
IN THE INTERNATIONAL CONTROL OF NARCOTIC DRUGS

The Economic and Social Council

Mindful of -the nee@ for close co-operation between the‘United Nations and
the Universal Postal Union to facilitate the effective intermational control
of narcotic drugs, ‘

Considering the necessity for applying to the postal shipment of all such
substances falling under international control the restrictions in the Universal
Postal Convention of 1947 and in the Agreements concluded in accordance with
article 4, paragraph 2 thereof that apply to the postal shipment of "opium,
cocaine and other narcotics",

3 Recommends the Universal Postal Union to consider the amendment or

' interpretation of the provisions of article 49 of the Universal Postal Convention

of 1947, of article 12 of the Agreement of 1957 Concerning Lettors and Boxes with
Declared Value and of article 16 of the Agreement of 1947 Concerning Postal
Parcels, or the corresponding provisions of the Universal Postal Convention and
Agreements as may be concluded at the Universal Postal Congress of 1952 to
provide expressly for the restrictions therein relating to the postal shipment
of pmarcotics to apply to all narCOtic drugs which are or may be placed under
international control;

2. Requests the Secretary-ceneral to transmit to the Universal Postal Uhion
such draft propositions for interpretations of or amendments to the Universal
Postal Convention and Agreements concluded thersunder as may be necessary

in this connexion;

3. Purther requests the Secretary-General to consult the International Bureau

of the Universal Postal Union on the possibility of amending and supplementing
from time to time the 1list of prohibited articles published by the Bureau in
accordance with article 173, paragraph 4 (c) of the Regulations of 1947 of
Execution of the Universal Postal Convention, or with the corresponding provisions
of Regulations to be adopted at the Universal Postal Congress of 1952 or at later
Postal Congresses, so as to include in the list all narcotic drugs which are or
/may be placed
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may be placed under international control as being subject to the restrictions

referred to in the first operative paragraph of this resolution} and

4, Ascks the Universal Postal Union to send to the Secretary-General as soon

as feasible an opinion on the following questions:
(a) Whether the international ehipment of narcotic substances by lotter
poat should continue to be proﬁibited;
(b) Whether the international shipment of narcotic substances by post
in boxes or parcels should, as at present, de permitted to countries which
allow the use of the mails for the carrying of boxes or parcels of narcotics
intended for medical or scientific use, or whether such shipment should be
absolutely prohibited,
(c) If the shipment of narcotic substances by post in boxes or parcels
should continue to be permitted to countries which allow such importation 1
by post for medical and scientific purposes, whether such shipment should

be exempted under the proposed Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs from the N
provisions for the control of narcotic substances in transit; [’J
(d) Whether the consigmment; of narcotics to a post office box should be Y 1
prohibited;

(e) How provisions for the control of the internaticnal shipment of
narcotlc drugs by post could be most appropriately divided between the
proposed Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs and the Universal Poetal
Convention and the Agreements supplementing that treaty; and :

(f) Vhether, in the view of the Universal Postal Union, other measures
or regulations connected with the shipment of narcotic drugs by post might
assist in curbing the 1llicit traffic in such substances. ‘
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