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THE REPOHI' OF THE UNITED NATIOW COMMISSION OF ENQUIBY 
ON THE COCA LEAF 

Communications frtim the Governments of Bolivia and Peru 

l. Note by the Secreta;cy-General; By resolution 395 D (mi) of 

9 August l951 the Econoiiiic and Social Oouncil took note of the report of · 

the United Nations Commission of Enquir.y on the Coca Leaf, of the opinion 

expre.ssed thereon by the Commission on flarcotic · Drugs_ du.ring its fifth 

session, and of the Commission of Enquiry's additional observations on . ~ 

the opinions expressed on the report by the representatives of Bolivia 

a~ Perq during that session; it also decided to forward the report and 

the said additional. .observations of the Commission of Enquiry to the 

Governments of Boli~ta and Peru, with the request for the communication of 

their observations ther~on to · the Secretary-General. · 

2 •· The 'Secretar.y~ener'ai has the honour to reproduce below the texts of 

coilllliU&1ca.t1ons relating to the Commission of Enqu1r.y 1 s report which_ he has 

received from tne Governments of Bolivia and Peru. 
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"The -Permanent Delegate of Bolivia to the UUited Nations ~ •• ·has 

the honour to inform ••• [the Secrota.ry-Ge~etaJJ that . the opinion' of the 

.Bolivian Government regarding the enquiry into the chewing of th& ·coca leaf ' 

is ae · follows: 
• I; t \l( t•~ ..:. J• •• • • : ',. • 'Y • ' ;, ' 

, "(l) ~ a.c~?rd~c~ _ w~tp .. ~~ ~~~fnjlt·_.~.tw.ee.n .the, :S~l1v1an 
Government ·and the United 'Nat1oJ?B: Cominise1on of Enquiry on the 

Coca Leaf neither conclusions nor .reQc:mm.1enAa.t1ons. emanating from 
,; . . . : .. ~ .. . . . . : . . . . . 

the study into the. chewinS ·~:f"~o~·a ··~hoUld b~· fo:rnuil.ated until each 

90l11?-~tw c~ncern~ has completed its:, own stu~iea on ~e matter a¢. 
I • • •. .,. • • • ' • ~ ' • .. '• , . ., ~ ilc. ' • • ~ "'• .. • • •II"" 

c9nsi®red thf~DL~s concl,usive and. d•f~nitive. . · 
• , • • ~ • 0 ' ' • • ' .. • • • • 

"(~) ~be :ao~ivi~ GoveJ.'XUXIen,t -~Q~_~d~rs,··· that an ade~~t~ e~tension 
I 

of the .. t~. l~i; would. be. a.dvisa.b~e a¢, .tl:l;erefore requeets that .suoh 
' .. 

. extens.~PA· e~ould _ b~ g.ranted to enab~ tit : ~Q . continue and co~le:te the 

. studies . n~ , ~c~1)11ng ~t~ a~t~nt.~~· .... r~ 1 .-~ . ·t . ,, · • . ,. . . ·. . 

"(3). T)le.Bolivia.n .Gov~~nt o~.$.de~ . that it is adviea.b:ta. to 
• ' 1 ·. • ... ,... . • . • , _.. . -c • 

cont1~'- ~~ ~t~d~. 1 Qn. ~,?0~ ,~ :Boli;v1a. a.t}d, in order that this. e.tpdy . 

. &ho~d ,be, ~a tpol'O\lgh. ~d :.e.ccu.~t~ ~~· l'~s,ibl:e 1 1 ~ :t;"equeste the tmt ted 
Nations to provide, tephtl,ical .aesi.etance a.nd .the ·1\e,cessa.ry research 

ma.te.r1al .u¢e; ~qondit1~~·. ~~~11a~ to. th~~~ :g~yemlng the c.o-:ope~tton . ~ . .. . . . . ~ ~ . . . "-. . . . ,. . . 

... ,of ~- ~it~ ~at~o~ wi~h .the · ~e~via.n tRepub_li~ forJ~he BaiiiB , purpose." 

. ~ \. ;-. : : . ··. • ·; "} . . .. '·t ·- . . .II. r ,., . ·•• 

) 

' ! ... .. ~ ·. 

' ... . :~:- \.· :~·. ;~ .. I 

/COUNTER-REPLY 
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COUNTER-REPLY OF THE PERUVIAN COCA LEAF COMMISSION TO THE Ul'UTED 
. NATIONS' COMMISSION OF INQ,UIR:i ON THE COCA LEAF 

The Peruvian ~ooa Leaf C0mmlseion wishes first of all, to express ita ' 

satisfaction that the United Nations Cotll!lieeion of Enquiry on the Coca Leaf 

has agreed that, before a final decision 1s taken, a serious experiment 

should be carried out. in 'Peru. within a :reae.cmable period of time 1 and w~th 
the necessary guarantees of scientific accuracy. Indeed, in the Peruvian 

Cammissionta view, such a step is essential to prevent the adoption of 

premature solutions not bome out or supported by careful and painstaking 

Pcientific research. 
' 

· The ttruvian Commission also .wishes it to be clearly understood that 

all the ~or.Dation supplied .and the opinions expressed by its Chairman, 

Dr. Carl~ Monge M. 1 both in hie reports and in the speeches made in hie 

capacity, as Peruvian representative to the Commission on narcotic Drugs of 

the Uni~ Nations Economic end Social Council, represent the views of the 

Peruvian ~ssion, which was appointed by its Government to deal with 

this eubJ+ t. It is therefore quite wrons to ascribe to Dr. Ivlonge personally 

opinions t 1oh are really t1'1oae of the Peruvian Coca Leaf Commission ae a 

whole)} 

The JfePly of the United Nations Commission of Enquiry on the Coca Leaf 

to the op~niona expressed by the Peruvian delegation in the Commission on 

Narcotic ~ruga of the United Nations Economic and Social Council may be 

divided i~to two parte: 

1. A polemical r~rt, to .wh1ch the Peruvian Government will reply 

exclusively on the basis of bibliographic quotations, and documents and. 

proved statements of indisputable worth and will 1~frain from citing 

biased and baseless comments and assertions of tke ktnd to which the United 

Nations Commission of Enquiry has had suoh frequ~nt recourse in refuting 

the opinions of the Peruvian delegation. 

};/ The Peruvian Coca Leaf Commission is composed of: C. Monge, Director 
of the rrational Institute of Andean Biolo/9': F. Carranza, Dean of the 
l!'acul.ty of' Phannacy; A. Leon, Director of the National School of 
Agriculture; E. Encinas, Professor of Psychiatry; J. Monge, Professor of 
Economics; A. Guzman .. Barr6n, Professor of Biochemistry; M. Sanchez• 
Palacios, Professor of rural, hydraulic, and. Industrial Law and Civil 
Procedural; J. E. Castab.eda, Profeesor of Civil Law; J. H. Aete..Salazar, 
Professor of Physiopathology; C. Avalos, Chief' of the Narcoticf! 
~part~nt of ~~- l4l~~ist-cy of ~blic Health. an<l Soci~ h'elfare. / · · · · 2. A 
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. . - ~ ........ · . ·._ . :=.. ,· ~; . . . l X. . . . ... ~.. . . "' . :_· . t. i' ... · ~ . . . :. . . 

2.· A par:t; contain1ng,_constr.uct1ve ·.conclusions; · 1n which the United 

Nations Commission of Enquiry proposes a social and nutritional exp~riment 

as a ·.first step;- the ·f:inal solution · t .o b~ · po~tponed pendk _._the :·results _of 
..... ; . ' •. . ' l' . ' . . 

that oxrer ime:nt .. 

Desirous of proceed,ibg in an az:d.erly ra·ahion, the Peruvian Coca Leaf 
• . . . . . . ·: . • . "I - . • 

Commission wiil 1n· its 'counter.;.reply answer the remarks of th~ members or 
the United Nations Ccmmisaion-:- of Entiuu.Y oo th~- .coea .. Lea.f' one by one. ... 

... •· ... , ·' 

.. . ' . • "' : .. 

.·.: . 

. ~ . 

. .. 

·- . 
r 

... 

' .. 

' ,. 

. ./l. POI.JiMICAL 
i •. '· . 

- ., 
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. . 1~ The ine~bers of the · United Nations C~eeion assert that there. is a 

... co~tradi~ttoD: per ~ 1~· t~e fact. that •• the: · repr~amt;~tt'le o~ Pe;..•u .. 

, congratuiated the Commission of Enquiry on ita remarkable work on the . . . ' . . 

administrative, economic and social aspects of the pro~lem, but e~ressed 

disagreement with thf!i me.dicai cons1.dera.tions included in the . :repo;r:t". 

(E/1666/Add~l/Rev.l- E/CN.7/AC.2/l/~d~.l/Rev.l, page 2) •. In ract, there is 

no contradiction, since the .Peravian.repreeentative referrod exclus~vely to 

• 
11 the work of tho Commission of Enquiry J.n oollecti?B statiet1~al, 

demographic and administrative data relating to the cultivation and use of 

the coca leaf. On the otha~ ~nd, he could no~ support 

the conrlueions which the Comm1ee1on of Enq~ir,y h~d . eeen fit to reach with 

rel{ard to. the ~edical aspects of chewing ~e coca leaf •11 {E/CN .7/SR.llB, ' . !I '' 
page .11). . . . . ·.· · 

The releva_nt paragraph in E~l1.eh, in particular the word "collectmg", 

clearly expresses the Per.lvian representative' a .though;t which, tor . 

unden~tandablo reasons j .is distorted in the reply of .the .United .Nations 

Co~ission of Enquiry. 

2. The Peruvian Comnission does not regard-it as a . "curious situation" 

. th~~ Professor Dr. Carlos Monge, whose views on coca are kn9wn, should be 
the repres~ntative of Peru on the Commission on Narcotic Drugs of the United . . . . . 
Nations Eco~omic and Social Council. 11It is, of c~urse, .a curio~ situation 

that the representative of Peru on the Comm$sa1on on Narcotig Drugs, Professor 

Dr. Carlos Manse, te .too same pere~n trhoeG vie,..a op the nece13sity and . 
• ~ • • • • • . • ' • I 

~porta~ce of coca chewing for the indiGenous population of the High Andes 

had to be specially discussed in the medical part .of our report." (E/1666/ 
Add.l/Rev.l ~ E/CN.7/AC.2/l/A~.l/Rev.l, page 2). 

Leaving se1de the· reference to 11 the neceesity .and importance of coca 
.. . .· ' . . " .. 

chf;lwing for the indigenous popuJ.atioa11 
- a · remark which· is not .' to be found 

' . 

in any of Prpfeeaor Mongef s pul?licatioBS - ·Gh.e . Pe1·u.v1an Coi14llise1on wiebea to . . . . . 

. !/ ~ ·Note bY the Secretapr=S9neral: ~he references are to to the Provisional . 
S U!lllllar,y· Baco:tds • · · · 

t • ' • I ' 

/explain_ that 
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explain that the Peruvian Government founded the Natt.onal Institute of Andean 
Bt~logztn l940 at· PrOtes~or .. Monget'e reque.st~ tn ·order to stu4y, ''inter alta 

the . :prObi~~ ot cOca.'llf· ·· It ·· is co~equ~ntly logt~f and 'riot · cu~tou~ · that~ 
Dhoe~tor . ot thts Iristt tute. shoUld · ~ .. the .representatt~e , of Peru -~tattng' his 

. . . . . . .· . . . ·. . 
Governinent' s · Ttews • / 

.· ... ' . . . " . . . 
3. · The Commtsston of l!hqutry lays particular ~basts on Dr~ Monge's 

s~teine~t · that "there were not tWo schools of :thought 'in· P~ru· ~n the coca 

.. pioobJ.em, .. and .that h1.s o~tnion was 'shared by the entire Fac~itt of· Medicine. 

In re_altty, there 1.s an error tn the summary record on thts potiit. What the 

repres(mtattve of Peru stated. ana. the Pe:rUvtan delegation ft:rUly matntatns ta 

tha~ as far as the Peruvian Government' ia conceri'led, there· are not two opinions 

but only one Valid opiilton,' which is . that. ex:Presaed by the. Perurlan Coca Leaf 

Commtsston and the Peruvian ~legation tn the commission on Narcotic ·Drugs. 

Consequently, to apeak of two opinions means to question the position of the 

Peruvian Gbvei'liment~ wlitch ts netthe~' lbgioal nor f1 tti.ilg~Y . . ' 

4. The Untt~d Nattona Commission of Enquiry states · that a Peruvt~ author 

"baS pi.oved .in a ~ge nUmber Of pUblt:cations I all qUOted tn OUr report', that 

Monge's opinions on coca are not acceptable" I (the reference ts to Dr~ Monge's 

alle·ged statement that th~ . cheWtng of coo~ · ieaf · is · !)en~ic tal) 1 an~ adds 1 

quoting trom an obituary ~hich appeared tn "El conietctoi' that "th~ .. ·.optntan 

of .this· m:m was finally . confirmed: throUgh the Uni.ted Nat.tona Commt~ston's 
report" :~ St~tl.arly tt refers to the· optnton of Dr. Humberto Aste..:SaJ.azar, who 

tB pre8~1"1Ad tO belODg .tO . 11 the BOhO~l Of ~OfeSBOr Monge" 

(~/1~/AM~l/Rev.i • E/CN~7/A!J~2,/i/Add.~l/Rev:l, Pa8e: 3) ~ ·: 
. . : . . ~ . . . . . . 

The relevant passage of the Supreme ])eoree. of 30 January 1940 ;establ1sh1:cg 
the National Institute of And.e"an Biology reads as follows:' "Th.at tt is 
necessary for the health poltctea of the· Government to study the influence 
of altitude on diseases . connected wt th . industrial work and the. coca leaf 
habt t." . . . . . . . . . 

?J There are ~th~r errore ·. ln 'the_ su:mma.ry record. For exWnple' 1 t says: I 

"Nevertheless, two mt.ll1on human beings of that type had inhabited .the high 
plaiJl region since t~e remote~t t1:Jnes" (E/CN •1/SR.UB, page ll) 1 whereas 
those tnhabt tants number at least thlrty or forty million. Another mtstak:e ' 
is the reference to "the experiments of Dr. 'Hoptd.ns" (E/CN.7/SR.llB1 
page 13); the Peruvian delegation spoke of the experiments carried out by 
Dr. C, • . Eyzagutrre, tn the School ·of Medicine of Johns Hopkins University, 
ot Wliich no mention ts made tn the summary record. · 

/It ts dtfftcult 
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, . .. 
·. . It"ts .dtff'tcult to·· und~rstand h~ such incorrect aaseiottons cah be nade. 

' .. .J: ; · .. : ~ ' . . l ·; ·• ' ' • • ,. ·' r . • · . · . 

Neither Dr. M:>nge nor Dr. Aste.Salazar has· ever ma.tntatned that the chs'W1llg of 

-~·" co6~ 'i~ar' ' ts ·.nec~a~y:· ~r beneficial • . : It bas' 'alwa~s been Professor l-bngets 

:, c~nte~tt~ t~t, . 1.n.'the'. f'~~~ . of dtvergent optnton8 ' on the ~bit of coca'' leat 

.. · .. · .. ~~~ine/ tt ~s essen~t~ to investigate the proble~ scte~tif'ical~ tri order to 
• I .. • r : , : ~· . • ~·· ' ' • •. ' ' ' • 

avoid premature conclusions. 'Ihe PeruVian Coca Leaf Commtsston wishes to state 
.. : -·r . · ... :. .. . .• .. • .. . . : . . , .. . . . . 

that Dr. Monge has not aff'trmed tn any or hts publications that coca· leaf. ts . . . . . 
. nec~s~ry and that 'any Person or bo~ whtch BaYs the contrary' is -gUtlty of a 

•• : • • : . • t ~ • • ': . • • • • 

falsehood. 

As ~-~~s th~ n~sertton that ~~ · Aste..Sa·la.zar belo~s ·to. the tt8cb.ool ot 
Dr.)b!lge," t~e Peruvian OOIII!lt~sion wtsh~s tt· to be understood that Dr. Aste- . 

• ··• i· . . . . • 

Salazar's research was carried out ent1.~ely indepeiidentJ.Y of Dr~ Monge; that 

thanks to the . good offtces .ot ~.- Alberto · HUrtado, Pr6ressor and Director of 

the Phyeto~thological. Lab~tortes of 'the. Faculty of. Medtcin~·, i:l.nci to the 
asat~~ance of the ~bit~· Health. Instttut~s of the United S~te~, Dz<· Aste-. . . . . 

Salazar was abie to go to that coUntry to lt?-VeBt.tga te, . B tudy and fnvent . 

~echnt_ques for e'sttmttng cocaine tn the blood, .ttssue~~ etc··.: etc~ : ·r!ba· · 
Peruvtan Commtsa1on greatli appreciates th~- collAborott.on of Dr. Aste-&Llaza.r; 

. . . . . . ··, ., . . 
one ~f 1 ta members, both because of hie except tonally ftne qualtfteattone and . . . 
because of his work; on the value of which the United Nations Commtsston of 

. Enqu.lry ··~~t .doubt by · eaytng in tts firSt repo~: ."If ASteoSalauor ts right, 
:. . . .. . . . . . . .,. . 

the p~oblem of coca leaf chewing te reduced to negligible proporttons · 

(Repo~t of the Commission or' Enquiry on the CocO: Leaf, ~Y i95o~· page 22). 
·.· .. ,· . .. .. . . 

'lll:e Pe:mviat?- Commtaslon believes that Dr. Aste~a-lazar · t~ ·right • 

. . 5 • . The United Natt<;>ns Commi.'aaton of_ ~qutr~· ~ys that "tt 'ts mtelead{Dg to 

udx up the tmportance of htgh_ alttt~~· physiology wtth 'the problem of coca 

~h~t~" •· CE/6666/AM.l/a~v .. l • EfCN.7/AD.2/i/~.l/PMv.l1 page 4) • . ·!he 
• •• • • . • . • ,. • . • . i : . . . , '• . . • 

CO!IIlltsston of Enquiry adds: ."High altitude physiology has been atudted in 

Swt tzerland and other countries as well for more thAn 5o years" 

(E/1666/A~d:l/Re~.l - E/CN.7/AC.2/l/Add.l/Rev.l1 pa~ 4). 
Thts is an enttrely erroneous ·w.,- ~t looking ·at the 'prOblem. The ·studies 
. • • • .. ' . . . ,'t . • . :' : ... 

made tn $wttzerland applied to the sufferings of human beings who lived· for a 
. • • • l ~ . .. = { . .. \ ' '\ . . ... 

few days at the alt1. tude of the J\mgf're.uJ<>Qh. ·Peru, on the other be.rici~ bas 
. . ~ . • i:' ~ : \ ~ . • . . • • 

stu.dted the normal condt tton of people who have·· lived Stnce pre•htstortc times 

/at·. altt tudes 
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'at altitudes much higher than those of Switzerland. The Cammteston of Enquiry 

failed to see this baste distinction, Which obscures the probiem. This question 

'bas been studted by an international con:f'erenee held at Interlaken UDder the 

auspices · t:tf UNE3CO and by the International Mixed Conmtsston for Re.search at 

High Altitudes of the ICSU and tt ts · therefore right and proper to refer to 

these activf.ttee of other sctenttftc bodies· of ·the Uritted Nations, which should 

have ·been consulted tn a question concerning life at high altitudes and related 

problems~ 'J;'hia idea does not appear to have occurred to the United .Nations 

Commission of Enquiry, which has failed to see tta sctenttfic poastbtlttiee 

and lts social tm.pltcattons in connexton with l1.f.e at hig~ aitttudes. 

In this 'connex1on1 we wtsh to cite· a pa~ph contained tn another part 

of the reply: "Professor Monge decl.ai-ed that atropine sensitivity of Indta.'Ds 

· iS greatly ·decreased. We have asked different doctors to teat this~ Despt te 

his statement that it ~a confirmed (withou~t bibliographic quotations), the 

doctors asked·· by us have not confirmed such a· difference. We ther.efore 

disagree thet our statement that it we not confirmed is incorrect." 

(E/1666/AM~l/Rev .1 ... E/CN. 7/AC .2/1/Add.l/Rev .1, page . 7). 

The· Peruvian Commission .ts not tmpreesed by the argument· i.n the passage 

quoted ·above because tt .·ta uDfounded ("the. doctors asked by us have not 

confirmed SIJ.ch a difference"). Who · are these doctors? Can sctenttfia premises 

be baaed on this opinion? Is this the way to seek the truth, while in the same 
.. 

breath requiring the representative of Peru to gtve bibliographic references? 

The Peruvtan Commission gives herewith the btbltographtc references to be 

found in the publications transmitted to the United Nations Commission of 
...... 

Enquiry,· which, possibly through forgetfulness, failed to take them into account , 

'lbe~ are as follows: Aete-8alazar, J .H.: An .. Fac ~ Med. Lima, 19:22, 1936: 

Monge, M., c.: Pesce, H. · ; · et al. M. -Fac.- Med;. ·Ltma1 . 17:1· and ff .; 1935: 

Monge; M., ·c.: Phystol. Rev. 23:166, 1943; Cabtesee, F.: An. Faci. Med. Lima, 

29: 316 and ff., 1946. 

It will be eeen ·rrom these works that the phystologtcal and p~cological 

aspects are closely linked and inseparable. 

6. Ttie Unt ted Nations Conmtsston of' Enqutry also attrtwtes to the Peruvian 

~preeente.ttve the statement that· two United States chemists Eiatd they had been 

unable to -reach a c6nolust6n on whether the chewing of coca leaf was 

/beneficial 
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S9 
beneficial or lulrm:t"ul, adding euo)) tl:.&'b tl£t~Y we:.·s mal:ins oh19mioal. eoti!Jiat1oas 81¥ 

. . ' . . 
bad no possibility of reaching conclusions. "Blt the two chemists will 

~ 

probably be amazed to find 1 t stated in the Conclusions of Professor Monge 

(paragraph 82 (b)) that they have 'been unable to reach any definite con~lusion 
as to whether coca leaf chewing as a habit should be suppressed'. T'.ley are 

chemists who make chemical eettmatione and have no ~oestbtlity of reaching such 

conclusions" (E/1666/Add.l/Re·v.l. - E/CN.7/Ac,2/l/Add.l/Rev.l, page 4). 
Despite the small value attached to the chemists• optnion, the members of 

the United Nations Commission of Enquiry, attach importance, amOng the 

unfavourable opinions elicited by the enquiry, to the views of farmers, miners, 

soldiers and even workers. {President of the Agricultural Society, an engineer 

at Cerra de Pasco, a '~director of mines" and a lawyer at Cochabamba) (Report 

of the Commission of Enquiry o~ the Coca Leaf, "pages 23, 24 and 25). If the 

United Nations Con:mtseion attaches so much ·value to the opinion of ·workers, 

why will 1t not accept that of the chemists? 
.. 

7. The assertion that., mainly as a result of malnutrition, "these valua~le 

people (Peruvian Indians) addict themselves ·to coca leaf chewtn~l', implies that 

there is malnutrition at high altitudes; this ts another of those questions 

that have never been scientifically studied. 1113llt our analysis did not lead to 

the result that the Indian is degenerating; rather that, mainly as a result of 

malnutrition, these va~ble· people addict themselves · to coca chewing 

{E/1666/Add.l/Rev.l. ·- E/CN.7/AC.2/l/Addol/Rev.l, page 5). 
. . 

The scientific fact. established by Professor A. Hurtado, the only person 

who has done research work on the subject, is that two groupe of workers tn 

. 

the highlands, at an altitude of 4,500 metres, had a better output than men at 

sea level. No difference tn productivity was observed between th~se two groups, 

one of which was composed ~f coca chewers~ the other of ·rio~-chewers~ · This 

fact ts indicative of .a perfect state of :nutrit1on. Furthermore, ·deftciency 

diseases, such as pellagra, .~ri-ber1 1 _scurvy and rickets, have never _been 

reported in the highlands. It is difficult to concet~e that people capable of 

such tremendous effort suffer from undernourishment. Among them are to be 

found .all the miners • . 

8. The Peruvian Commission has never questioned the scientific ability of the 

• experts '">7ho compose _ t}le Unt ted Nat tons Commission of . Enqu try on the Coca Leaf., 

/On the oont~y1 
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On the contrary, 1 t takes pleasure in reQogniz!ng and. paying an . . ~qualified 
ttib.ut·~ to the 1iirib . sc'1~nt1f1c ~~ility ... of Profe.ae·~~ F.· Verza~>~nd. .. wo.~d not 

hes·i~te· to . pl~ce ~~d.er hie di~O'\iio~ ~e 1n~estlgat1pt?- of the sci~t.1f1c 
problem 'of which the Per~~ ian· ~ve~nt is e~~k.in~ . ~ !3olut1~.. . . .· . .' 

.... : Wb~t the Pe~vi~n ~~~·~enta~i~el: .tb~ Peruv.ian c~~~ Lea~ Comrniasioo ~d. 
. •~ the Pe~v1an Government · main~in is t~t the Commission of Exw.u1:ry on the . . . .. .., . . . . . . . . . •, ; ~ .. : . . . 
• Coca Leaf ' 1s a commission of investiGation, of fact~ft~~ing1 and not of 

sclentif1c reaea~b. It ··.h~not att~mpt~· t~ slft and .~naly~~ the .wbole of 
:.·.: 

·. the Woi'matlon ·· ~ieva~t to the problem. , 

.· , The oft repeat~d .arg~nt ·t~t"the Pe~u~i~~··~overnment aaked. for a 

· ·,. ·~:rield. ourve;y (tn. th~ original ··s~nisb: · sob~~~ terra~o11 ) .(E/l66f/MA.l/ 

' .' Rev.l."~E/CN .• 7/Ac.2/AAA.l/Re;·.l, page 8) .~rose ·from insufficlent knOWledge 

of tlie· pr~ble~ ·~ to ~ome extent ~:f' the Spanish J.ang~age. ~t the . . ' . .. . . . 
Per11Vian .Government reques'ted. was : THE. APPOINTMENT OF A COMMISSION OF 

' • • 0 ' j \ • • ' ••••• ' . • •• 

EXPERt'S TO CARRY otiJ:' A STUDY ON, THE SP<Yr 1 IN CC?•OPEBATION WIT~ THE WOR?> 
HEALTH OR~IZATION (WHO), TO STUDY IN A SCIENTIFIC WAY. THE PROBLEM OF THE 

EFFECTS UF C~A~~ :CHEWnlG ON THE HUitiAN. ORGANISM 3lN ~~. AND ON ~ERrAIN 
ORGANs ' IN PARTICuL~. (The Peruvian Commissionta report, page l, . passage 

.in italics),!/ .The · biological ph~nomene: which occu~ at ~n altitude ·~f ., 
. . ' · . .. . . . ' . . 

15,000 feet are different from those at sea level, and must .. be studied . 
• ' ' ,.. •· ·I 

.!!! ~' in other words, eobre el terrene (on . the spot) • . i 
t • .. • • • 

9. With regard to the cl~eing paragraphs o~ t~.e Final Declaration. in the 

Peruvian Commiesi,..,n' s report, which th~ . United Nations .Commission .. of Enquiry 

ho~ea ·· will b~ rejected, ~he Per11v1~n .·Co~isei~~. wishe~ . t~ .expl~in that the 
.,: • • • • .. : •• .-·:. ; • 0- ~ : • • • • • • • • • 

I . • " ' ~ . . • . • • . . . • ,.. . : : • • • . . ; ' ' 

· ··y · Note by the S~cretal:x-d-ene:roi: . When, .. in J,947 1 ~urtng ita second session 
. • ·· the .Commisei,on on.-NB.:I!Cotie Drugs ·recommended to :the Economic and Social 

. Counc~l that ,a oo~ssion . of. . enq.uiry s}louJ..d. :be een.t to· Peru .=and such 
o,ther of lihe countries concerned as· might give their approv&l, .it . 
e~presaed · tbe opinion tbat ·it woul~ : be advieab1e · to ·domb1~ such an 
enquiry with an e{lquiry on the epot .1nto .the possibilities. of limiting 
the. product1on and regl.llating the distribution qf coca leaves. #. 

· · In its resolution 159 IV (vii) · of 10 August 1948, the douncil 'laid 
down the following :terms .qf reference for,· _the, United. Nat·ions Co:mzn1se1on 
of Enqui'ry on the Coca Leaf: . · 

'' ••••• ~o investigate the effects of chewing the coca leaf and the 
:f?peeibilities of 11miting .ite .Pmuc"tti'on, and ·controlling its 
'distribution." 

.••• ' !·• . ' o • I • ,o • ' ' I: 

/Final . 

.. 
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Final Declaration does not represent a personal opinion, but is a oonolusioa 

which the Peruvian Commission accepted by a unanimous vote and which the 

Peruvian Government apl?roved when transmitting it to the Commission on 

Narcotic Drugs. 

10. It is to be regretted t;iat the Conmiss1on of Enquiry cited a newspaper 

article in support of its arguments, as this obliges us ~~ cit_e other 

. , .· newspaper aCCOUntS 1 on the SUbst~nce Of whlch we do not wish. tO ··pass judgment 

and ~hich the Peruvian Commission omitted from its firet re~ort· for obvious 
I . . . 

reasons. We refer the opinion attributed to . one of the members of the United 

Nations Commission of Enquiry in an article published in the Lima newspaper 

"El. Comarcio", which tha~ Commission calla '~the leading .newspaper of Lima". 

The whole articl.e will be found in Annex ·1; we quote one paragraph from -it 

below. 

ARRIVAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION WHICH WILL STUDY THE COCA PROBLEM 
. . . . 

Statements by _ Mr.· Fon~a, Chairman of the Commission. ("El Com!~", 

l.2 September ·1949, morning edition) • . . . 

nDo you think that this habit of chewing. the coca leaf is harmful to 

the inhabitants of the Sierra of Peru?" . we asked our visitora. 
11 0f course it is," they answered v_ery emphatically. "We think that it 

is a serious mistake on the part of the people of the .Sierra of Peru, and 

even of the coastal regions - where the habi.t al.so exists - '!-o regard the 

coca leaf as a healthy stimulant for the organ_ism and as a substitute for 

natural foods; we believe that the daily'_ Clhewing of . coca leaf in order to 

extract . the juice- in other words, the basic alkaloid- is not only . . . . 
defini ~ely harmful · and deleterious, BUT, IS THE CAtsE OF THE RACIAL DEGENERATIQ 

OF MANY POPULATION GROUPS AND OF TJIE D:B);ADENCE WHICH IS OBVIOU3 IN MANY 

NATIVE INRABri'ANTS , AND EVEN THE HALF -CJI.STES { OF CERTAIN REGIONS , OF PERU ANI) 

BOLIVIA. OUR STUDIES WILL CONFIIM TEE TRUI'H OF OUR STATEMEN'IS , AND WE HOPE 

TO BE ABLE TO StlBMIT A RATIONAL PLAN OF ACTION BASED ON THE REAIJ.TD!S OF TBE 

SITUATION AND ON EXPERIENCE IN THE FIELD, TO SECURE THE TOTAL ERADICATION OF 

THIS PEP.NICIOLS HABIT11
• (See Annex I). 

fn. CONCLl.BIONS 
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II. CONCLWJ;ONS 

;. 

~he United Nations Commission of Enquiry on the Coca Leaf sums up its 
. :. . .· . . . . . . 

comments as follows: , . .. , 

, . . -"~ sum uE: . the .main diffe~enee b~tween our. opinion and .. that of 
' - . . Prof9SSC':r' Mo7l8e (and obviously also of Dr. Donoso Torres) is that they 

thin.K tha.t rt.;;W' experimental research te necessarY-, while we ·consider 
the present knowledge, . from l~boratoey experimen,ts arA especially from 
the critical ·evaluation of the social and nutritional influences, . 
sufficient· to stve an · answer· to the· ·problem. · · ,. 

.. 

. "we would asree to an e~pe.riment·, ae i>:rores~or ~o~e-· ~a~t~ one; 
we .propose that ' as the · first stage of the action· against coca chewing 
(which .we have proposed , should ,be completed inside l5 ·years) a large 
planned experiment ahould.be 'ma.de . ori. the basis of social changes and 

.. mainly. nutritional amelioration. · · ·' 

11W'e would propose , therefore that several regions shouid be chosen, 
. one of ·which should .be on the· Altiplano, where only'·consumpt1on of 
. coc.a leaf goes on 1 ; and one of which should be. 1n a produc in.B . region in 
· . the low:Snds (where, from· ·our _observe t1on, coca is also chewed} • In 

these territories first the nutritional and gene.ral SoCial ·conditionS 
, , ~:h:ould Qe_ bettez:ed, . as bas been proposed in our _report •. 

''Parallel to this, the consUmptiOn of coca· leaves :·must ··be ·stopped 
.. in these regions. In the selected Alt.iplano ·region,. _. the import must be 
. ·total:ly stopped. In the produc 1ng region, probably the whole p~duct1on 
.should ·be stopped if the local chewing ls · to be controlled. . 

"It' ~S th(ni to be obeerva·d ho~ thea~· chang~·B will . act on th~ 
· .population of this region. The co-operation of the United Nations 
o~ganizations which we, .have proposed in our report, with f.1nancial help 
and a delegation of epecialiete, should be used. ~he experts ~f United 
Nations organizations should 90-operate continuoUsly, and · the changes 
pr?d\lced . shou~d be controlled. by them. . . · 

.. 

. . . "Th~ re.sult· of .stich an ·experiment, 1n .wh1ch ... we repe~t - .'social 
and nutritional . factors are studi.ed, might · provide the final answ:er; · 

. . . .· '. . . . . ... . ·- . 
. "rte nave little dollcbt as . t 'o 'ita result' because' in our· opinion the 

experiment has been partly ma<:l:e -already in the past, ae menti.oned in 
·our report. · .. · · · · · . . . · · · .. · · . .. · · . 

' 
.. If Professor Monge wants more experip!ental proof 1 t hae to be done 

on such a basis, but ·it will take years before ita results can be known. 

"Such an experiment by the Governments interested in coca chewing 
would be the first step in the fight against this habit. If its result 
should prove that coca ia necesear,y 1 the farther campaign against ' it 
could be stopped." 

. 
' , ·~ /In brief, 
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In brief, the :Peruvian Commission understands the above summary to mean: 

1. that "the critical 'evalttation of the s-ocial and nutri'tional : 
influences is sUfficient to give an answer by means of a large, 
plenned experiment made on the basis of social changes and mainly 
nutritional ainelioratton"; ·· · · 

., 
2. that this experiment would be c&rried. out in selected regions 
in which the Cultivation and ConSumption of coca would be prohibited 
and in which use would be made of "the co~operatiori of the united 
Nations organizatio"QS witb, economic . aid and .a delegation of . 

· specialists; the Ie.tter should co-operate continuously and the 
changes produced should be controlled by .them"~ 

The Peruvian Commission accepts in principle this proposal of the Uhited 

Nations Commission of Enquiry, which is ·in general agreement. with tho health 

and social_ policies of the Peruvian· Government, but which must be eupplemente4 
I . • . • • 

by control experiments. It 1s obviou.s that an improvement of social and . . . 

nntritional conditions in an under-dev'eloped region will increase . the 
. . . 

productivity of the pop~lat1~, whether or U()t th.e latter consumes c~a leaf • 

Consequently, in order to obtain comparable results, it would be necessary, 

side by ~ide with the ~roposed' experiment, to choose similar regions where . . . 
social and economic conditione would bo improved while coca-leaf chewing was 

permitted to continue. 

With reference to a social and nutritional experiment, the Peruvian 

Government, in its desire to further an enquirJ into coca chewing, founded 

the National Institute of Andean Biology, as noted above, and has just 

·concluded, through the Peruvian Indigeniet Institute· - an official organ 

attached to the Ministry of Labour and IndiflOnous Affaire - an agre~inent with 

Cornell University for carrying out, in situ, in the Vicos altiplano region 

(altitud·e 3,500 metres) in tl;le Department of Ancash, an anthropoiogical study, 

one o'f the purposes of which is: "to teet hypotheses and conclusions on 

various aspects of the problem of the Indi~~uch as the use of coca and 
alcohol". It should be added that, in order tbat .the results of the 

investigation should be of unimpeachable value, plane have been. made for a 

preliminary basic survey lasting two years 1 for the creation of a chair of 

Quichua at Cornell University, and for denoting another two ye~rs to a 

synthesis of the available information, to serve as a baeia for the study in 

applied ·anthropolo81 to be ·carried out in the Vicos region. This means that 

/a serioue 
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a e~rious and intelligent social aDA economic e'iperirilent will be conducted as 

a prel1ininary to .practical work • . ' . ~ · 

-'.. The . Peruvian Commission theref~re looks with :favour. 'on the suggestion 
. . ' . . :-- ,· . 

of the United Nations Commission of Enquiry regarding such an economic and 
. " social experiment and wishes ~o point out . that., when use ts made of the 

. . .. . .. ' ~ .. 
co-operation of the United Nations Organizations ••• with financial help and 

a delegation of specialists", those spec.ial1ste should be fail:.iliar with the 

problem of life a'b high altitudeo 1 .following ~ ~x~le ot Cornc,U 

University, the Sm1ths6nian Instit.ution, Yale University and other groups 

which have done and ate 'dotne conscientious work in Peru. ·· Improvisation woulc 

n:ot be conducive to good results. . '·. 

: :• ' The reservation mentioned in the penultimate pa;:-agraph of the conclusions 

· in· the _reply, that many_ years ·or work will be required, is s~ientifically 
l • 

sound, and ·we feel that it is not an obstacle but on ·the contrary an . 

·~ advantage in·. reaching 'an 'intelligent decision on a problem which affects the 
' . 

lives of many millions of human beings. 

J It would be advisable to establish in advance, bef?re an anth~opological 

study is made in situ, standards of normality which can later be used as a 

unit of measurement in estimating the results , of· the proposed experiJl]ent. 

A similar experiment in social ·anthropology, demanding an adequate period 

of time, is that being carried out by the research scientists of Cornell 

University in Vicos,; ,. 

In view of the constd.eratione explained in the preceding paragraph, we 

believe that use should be made of the knowledge of this problem possessed 

by Peruvian scientists and e.nthropo1ogists, and that the Peruvian experts, 

particularly those who ·have specialized in Andean biology and W'ho are 

bu11~1ng up this sci~nce from ita foundations, as. well aa the European and 

American research scientists who have come. to Peru to study life in the 

altiplano, should be called upon • . 

In conclusion: 

The Peruvian Coca Leaf. Commission recommends: 

(i) that·, as a r·irst E!tep' in the 1~vest1gation of the problem, 

.the experimeut proposed by the United Nations Commission of . . . 
·Enquiry, should be adopted, with the ne.cessary c~trols, as 

follows: 
/(a) zone where 



(a) zone where coca chewing -is prohibited; 

(b) zone where coca chewing is permitted. 
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(2~ that, inasmuch as this is to be an intelligent expertment in 

culturai anthropology, in which Peru has taken the first step, 

consideration should be given in forming the commissions of 

experts which will perform this ~xpertment to the scientists, 

universities and institutions which have amassed great experience 

with regard to the anthropological problem of the Peruvian 

altiplano, such as Cornell .Univeraity, Yale University, the 

_ Smith~onian Institution, the Peruvian Indigenist Institute, the 

Institute of Ethnology, etc. 
(3) that·, standards of ncrnia.lity should be set up, which will 

require, apart from a general knowledge of anthropology, the 

physiological study of individuals and of the chemistrJ of their · 

digestion; etc., for thls purpose, 'uso should be made of specialists 

whO have great experience in this field, such as those of the 

Jungfraujoch International Station, the Institute of Biology, the 

Institute of Altitude Biology of Tucuman University, Turin 

·university (formerly Instituto Mosso), the School of Aviation · 

Medicine of Randolph Field, the Department of Medicine of the A~ 

Chemical ·centre of Edgewood, and generally speaking the institutes 

of aviation physiology and the departments of bio-chemistry, 

physiology and pharmacology -of the Swiss universities which have 

been studying life at high altitudes. It may also be advisable to 

request the opinion of the technical bodies of the United Nations 

and of the Joint Internationa~ Committee for t~e Study of _Altit~de 

Phyeic.s and Biolo.~~, ap:po1ntecl by the International Council -of 

Scientifi~ Unions {!OS~). 

(4) that, in accordance with the suggestion contained in the' reply 

of the United Nations Commission of Enquiry 1 if the result of the 
. . 

economic and social experiment should prove that coca is not harmful 

all further campaign against it should be stopped. 

(5) that the Peruvian Government eh~uld place its technical 

institutions at the disposal of bhe above-mentioned experts. 

For the Peruvian Coca Leaf Commission 

(signed) Dr. Carlos Monge M. 

Chairman. , ____ ·--
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ANNEX I 

ARRIVAL OF TB.E ;UNITED NATIONS. COMMISSION vTHICH WILL -STUDY 
· r · · THE · COCA PROBLEM ' . 

'"El Comerci.o", i2 September 1949 
. : : . 

.. (Morning . edition) 

· · STATEMENTS BY DR. HOWARD B. FONDA, CHA.:rnl-'.AN OF THE COMMISSION 

Yesterday afternoon one of our reporters interviewed the four United 

Nations exp~rts and two members of the United Nations Secretariat 'with regard 

to the Commission's plane and .ite programme of study' and work in this country. 

".~ome · time ~go the Peruvian Government requested the United Nations to 

undertake th1~ 1~portant study on the effects of coca ·leaf chewins· on the 

Indian ·and half-caste population of ·thie . ooutitry and· to examine carefu.lly the 

-possibilities of. H.IAit1nR t.he produotion and regulating the· distribution of 
" . . coca· leave~ . , said Mr. Fonda in ' reply to our question concerning the origin 

of the .Commission of which he. 1a Chairman. He added that the . representative 

of Peru. had state.d · tn . the ·united Nations Commission on Narcotic Dtugs of the 

Economic and Social Council that "the habit- . of chewi:n~ c;ce. leaves. was a 

tnatt~r Of intA'tl'$tiona] importance" l-ThiCh directly COncerned a number Of 

South American count.ries in addition to Peru, those countries being Colombia, 

Ecuador, Bolivia and .the northern part of A~gentina. 

HE RECALLED THAT TRE PERUVIAN REPRESENTATIVE . Hl\D ALSO . S;~ID ,.ON. THAT 

OCCASION . THAT COCA IDF CHEWING HAD· BEEN PRACTISED· IN THOOE COUNTRD!S FOR 

OVER FIVE HUNDRED YEARS, TH:-~oT IS TO SAY, SINCE ~BEFORE TEE SPANISH CONQUEST; 

THAT MILLIONS WEBE VICTIMS · OF THIS HABIT, ESPECIALLY AMONG THE WORKING ClASS; 

AND THAT IT WAS THEREFORE AN URGID.Wf· MATl'ER TO -DECIDE WHETHER OR NOT TmS HABI'l 

WAS HARMFUL, BY MAKING AN EXHAffiTIVE STUDY OF Tim. PROBLEM, AS TEE. PERUVIAN 

GOVEBNMENT HAD PROPOSED, TAKING· INTO ACCOUNT ITS SOCIAL, MEDICAL, ECONOMIC, 

AGRICULTURAL_. PRABMACEUJ1!CAL, . ADMINISTRATIVE ~ · NurRITIONAL ASPEC':'S • 

. "Do .y~u think .that. this . habit of chewing the coca leaf is harm:ful to the 

1nhab 1 +-..ants o,f the Sierra ·.of Peru" ? we asked our vie i tors • 

"Of course it 1a", they .answered very emphatically. "We think that it 

ie a serious mist~ke on the part of the people of the 'Sierra of Peru, and of 

/the coastal regions 



the coastal regions - where the habit also exists -

as a healthy et~ulant for the organism and as a sub 

we believe that the daily chewing of coca leaf in 0 

in otbhr words, the baste alkaloid - is not only def 

OF THE RACIAL 

"Do you think that stringent govemmenttil. meas 

to eradicate the habit of coca leaf chewing and to s 

in this country"? 

"Certainly not", said Mr. Fonda. "This 

be studied thoroughly to ascertain its origins and 

Governmental measures will have little reetut 

rational and are accompanied by the necessary 

· believes that by chewing coca leaf he feeds himself 

· stimulant for hie system. Re must be shown that i~ 

and thirst he must eat healthful and nourishing food 
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o regard the oooa leaf 

titute for natural foods ; 

to extract the juice 

italy harmful and 

OF MANY POPULATION 

A 

sufficient 

nn·~~IR ·cocaine addiction 

and it must 

are perfectly 

The Peruvian native 

provides a healthful 

r to satisfy hunser 

drink good water. 

This result can be ; o?tained only by intensive education, to eradicate the 

idea, held not only by the indigenous inhabitants, aborisines and half-castes, 

but also by the whites who live in the Sierra and. who are also coca leaf 

chewers, that it is impossible to live in or near the Andes without becoming 

add toted to the pernio 1 oua habit of chewing coca leaf" • 
11 Are you famil tar with other aspects of the problem"? 

"Yes", was the ans\.,.er. "We know that because coca leaves are -easily 

grown in certain parta ·of Peruvian territory, the coc 1ne·. vtce has become 

widespread in thie country; that there are several factories -producing cocaine 

sulphate, which facilitate the manufacture of cocaine! hydrochloride - the 

salt used ·by addicts; and that this product is not only clandestinely 

consUmed in alarmins quantities in the country itself, but also enters tnto 

international contraband traffic which has spread as far as the United States 

/of ~eric~. 
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.4· ~ ,._, • • J -; ~ 1.· ( • J .,n- ~~ / ,t... . : 
.. : . .. . ,. . '. · , ; _: .· :..t.f..d " 1: ... • .• · ·.~' ·: ·'. , . . ·: ..... ~ .H· .. ;.; .. , ·, ·;,.~ .. ·; ·· · 

of'''.Anier:l~a.. We believe that th~ · P&ruV!ib.hfidO~nunent Will b~-. Eible - to solve ·· 

: ~e pr~blem . Of' fll~gal. arid. .. ~~ul.i:cooi~\i~Ui>~tui~ ; ~d; C~pl~te17. ·:SUpPress 
.- '·' ' ' • •' J o. • i~ · ~' ~. ,\ ,\'t,t ;.. ':I '~, • ' ~ 

the l traffic in this ~g, both 'v.ithill the . c6uttti;Y"Eincr .f'~r eXpor.t''. ,··, ; . ; . : .. ... 
~ - • • .•• • '!: ' •'. ' ,,· ' I ~ ' . ' t " • • ~! , •t; ,.:~,;- .. ~··:. ··:; . . .. .,.,, ,·: ~- ", ~. .., . 

"Wh~n did_ the ~1 te,d, -:Na.~i~: .:t:~~h .-·a . 48~-iS~t)ri;~Jf,.-tli~ . f'~~vi~ . Gove;'¢erit' s 

reque~t". ?'_ _<.. : :; _· . .-~ : . ~:·._:_·._.·:·_::.· .. ·_: .. · ... ~~1i:· .. :: .'_'· ~: : .}' ' .. : · ._> · ,~::y -~~~~~·:· .. ;~:~::'.: .. :: .. ~:·rl.~,- :: ·. / ~ - · :.~ ~. ·<· · .. . · · .... :_ .· · . 
' "THE cotm3$±on·.,o~.- NAro<Y!'IO · ~mm;,;~Y.AT. rm· sJiUoNri :s~:roif"Ji:xAM:i:NED ~T .. :: ·': 

REQtJl!BT Wrm G~T cim: '.Ali.D:~-ED- .TO THE· ico~Mic Aifu '· socn~~i ·C.O'GNCIL :·. 

mAT P. ·c~ro~ or ': ~QUI~'.f .SHOUIJ) BE sm{ro -'mfi Mh,-- ~ 1t) ~roi- oTitER· COUNTRIES 
• , ·.·· ·. :';I · :. · · ., .''" · ' . ·.. ~ :· ~ " ! '.#· ." '_i ~ . , ... · ' ~r· : _ ~ : • ' • • 

AS MIGHT BE' INTERESTED IN SUCH :_AN' J;NVESTIGATION' 1 · ADDmG THAT IT wtiULD BE ADVISABLE 

TO MAKE' A. SERIOUS . ]NQu:rBY :niTo ~ . POSSIBILITI.EE OF LJ.MITI:N'Cf THE PRODUOT!ON AND 
. -~ ·: .. . r . ·. ~~· . # : • • •• 

:a:FnUL'\.TDU mE DISTRIBUTION . OF COOA LEAV'ES·. .. · '•.; I , 
' i_ .t 'i ... ' ., , ' 

"THE UN:ri.Eo 'NATIC)f!S JlPOJ.ITOMIC i'>ND SOCiAL COUNciL .APPRoVED THE DESPATCH 'OF : i : 

A COMMISSION OF ENQUffiY TO PERU 1 AND TH.1ll G:ENERf!.L ASS:EMBLY 1 AT ~S WIRD · SEssiON 1 
. :· . :" . . 

HELD IN PARIS1 APPBOPRTATED 'J.RE NIOC!ESSA.RY FUNDS • . _ .. :.. . . : . ·. 
~ . . ~ . ... . . . . . . ... . . ·~ . ~ 

"Later" 1 added: Mr. Fonda, ·"the ··counc:U, at its e1~tl1 s~ss,ian;, requested 
• t .' •• 

the Cammission _on Narcotic Drugs to -select ~or member~hi~ _ p.f' .the Commission 

~ Enquiry two experts 1n the interna-tional adl!l:in:i~tr~tion' and -control' of' ·· · 

oa.rcotic cfrugs and two medical experts · to be chosen after_ consultation with · · . : : . . . ' '•. . 
the World Health Or~izat:ton. At its · fourth sees.ion, th~ Commission ·on· Narcotic 

Drugs appo~te'd the tow experts who have ~ow arrived ill your delightful city"~ ... . .. . . . ·: ~ . . . 
The ·Chairman of the- Commission· then told us that the Economic and Social · ' 

Council at 'it~ ·la~t- ses~-1on had taken n~te o:f ';the apA>ointments. and hB.d requested . 
l I ' • "' · 

the niemb.ers ~f the Commission · to $tart we~k in P.eru not later · than · the second · · 

week of Septemb·~; .1949 • .. -lhreover~ the ·cotinci1 ·gr~ted the request made by ·the' 

Bolivian .G·o;e~me~t 1n April 1949 f~r the study to be e:ctended to its territory, 

and asked the experts to contin'l_le . the~ -~ork 1n Bolivia atter. completing their 

task in PeT\l. . . ,. ) , .,. . . ' 

"Then 'in siX ~eks · t:lllle you will f!.o' to Bolivia".? . . 

"We do - ~~~~ .. kllov yet",: -replied thErcha,irman . ~f .the Commission. "The Council 

reque~~d the ~ited Nations· General ·Ass-~mbly to' appr~p.t"iate_ before· ·· · 

30 September 1949 .the . additional ~~-~-~e6~s~~;~ t~ . enable .• tlle·. C~iesion 'to · 
• 0 .. • • • • " • ... 1.,. • >(.. • ... ~ .• ."' • • 

spend 'at -~~t ~e months' in ' Peru ·and BOlivia. The Counc:t.l ·matruoted .the. 
' 

0 
' ' , • > , ' 0 , '~ / 1 ° .:: • 

0 

( :.: . .. 
~~. ·, ' 

/Cammission of 

·.· 
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69 
commies ion of Eriquiry "to 'prepare a report : on i te work at the conclusion of 

· its investigation. Consequently 1 · if the General Assembly appropriates the 

necessary funds, the Commise.ion will continue in ·Bolivia the work tt is 

about to undertake in Peru'i. 

· · We thanked Mr~· ·Fonda and the :other members ·of the Commission for the 

intervieW I and they in turn' begged US tO Say in t 'he . pages' Of this' leading 

Peruvian newspaper how Slad they were to be visiting OUr country, 
I . . . 

This article called · fo~th the following editorial in the 

13 ·September .1949 issue of "!.! Comeroio". . 

THE COCA PROBLEM 

"El Comarcio", 13 September 1949 

(Morning edt t .ion) 

We suppose that the correction isau~ by the United Nations Commission 

of ·Enquiry on the Coca Leaf to the statements made to the press by some of 

ita members upon thetr ·arrtval ·in Li~, refers to their assertion that coca 

chewing has harmful effects • . IF THAT IS SO, THE CORRECTION WAS CAU.EB FOR, 

BECAU3E THE l:MPBE3SION WAS GIVEN THAT THEY BAD ALREADY SETTLED TBE VERY 

StmSTION THEY HAD COME TO STUDY • As the Commission has stated that the 

newspaper . article in question does not represent i~s point ~f view, it is 

pe~haps to be regretted, seeing thfJ importance of the subje.ct that 1 t did 

n~t avail itself of thi~ opportunity to express its real views. 

It would, fo~ example, be inte~sting to kn~ what d.ietinc~ion the 

Commission draws .between the coca habit and cocaine addiction, that is to 

say, between .ooca leaf chewing which is practiced by the inhabitants of the 

Sier!S and which is about to be investigated to ascertain whether or not it 
. . 

is harmful, and the cocaine vice which results in human degradation and should . . . 

be suppressed, a tas~ which the Peruvian Government is ·carrying out. Our 
' •, I . 

country cou~d certainly have r,esolv.ed t~ie . question with the a~d of its own 

scientists, ·without having to have· recouree to the tfui ted Nations 

unnecessarily. This result could have been obtained by entrusting the 
' • ~ ' • ' I • 

matter to the recently set up and highly. qualifie~ commission of Peruvian 
' . 

scientists and experts ~ the problem • . We would bhus have avoided foreign 

.f interference 
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interference in problems which are of domestic ooncern. 
I ,. . I •• : • .'· 1 • I . l : : · 

· It ·would seem that Peru will be t!J.e only country in which the Commission 

'will work. ··· tt will oarh- out a ·study "survey oil the effects of -the chewine 

of'~ the ~-ooa leaf on. the 1nn.i~eno~ population of thEd~ coimtr./ '. This 
. ... . . . .- .. :. . ~ . . -

survey will undoubtedly be interesting; ~d it will hav~ usefUl ~sulte if . 

·1t 1e · correlated · with the ·find..ings -. ot the Co~iesion composed of :r·er~yian 
. . .-: .. . · . . ,. •. . . .. 

specialists. . . _ . ,._ 

The correct.ion further states: . "In ad~._1t1nn. the team of exp~rts will 

conduct on-the-e-pot. 1.nveat1.~atton~ ~nto t.he · P,oeieai'?t:i.itie~ of 11m1t1DB the 
. . . 

production end rep,ulattng the d.iatr1bu.~1on :·of cor.a . i.eavfls". . In · our ·view 

this question, which on the practical plane is a matter for internal control 

by the Government_ rather than a problem of scientific research, was resolved 

'by our Govel'nXnlent when "it established. the coca monopoly. 

The report in que·ati:on i.e given below: 

· · .STATEMEN'IE :BY TEE UNITED NATIONS coMz.n:ssroN OF ENQUIRY oN THE cocA· LEAF 
., 

·· .This morning the United Nations Commission . of Enquir,y on the. Coca Leaf 

viei ted 'the Minist~~ .("If Forei~· ·R~latioD:s .. an~ : ~~nded to. ~1~· t~.~ . f~ll~;~ 
• • . • • .. : ./' ,". • t ' . . • • ' •. '4 • ~ • 

statement: 
. · ... '· . . .. . ' ·. 

. :Lima 1 12 :September. 1949 _··:> · ::,:: 

. . T.he . commies ion of Enquiry on the Coca Leaf' 'sent by' th~ united N~ h~na 
at the request of the Peruvian Goven>ment, arrived at Lima. yoete.rday ·iri.·' ord.er 

to study on the spot · the effects of the chewing ?i coca . leave~ and. ._the 

possibilities of llmtting ·-their proouct1on ar ... d control1ti8 their iitatribution. 
~ . : . 

The Commission will study · t ·hese queetions'\n a. .. eomple'tely obje~tive ·and 

._ C()Jp.prehens 1 Ve manner and/ on-a/ BC1en t i~lc baa is·.· . . ' . ' 

T~e Con:miaeion ··was : su.x-Prised· to see , today in. a· morning. ~ewap~pe~ ce~tain 
. . . . . ~ ! 

.. statements attributed-:to- the ·commiaeio-n"concerning .- the problem.S which ·it has 

oome '\iO . study. The United. t-Ta;ti..>ne· :Commisaidn wiehee to make . 1 t clear that 

. . those statements do not represent "either "its poin\ ~f view 0~ that cir 'its 
~ 

Secretary_. · . · .: · .... · •'' · ' 
I ~ " • • ·~ 

. The Commi:es1.on ventures to· attach· a pr$se . relea-se ··which it issued . --<' 

yesterday to rep'.t"eeentativea ·or the ·looai pres's • 
.. '; '.: • 1 

... . . 

/PRllSS RELEASE 
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. ~ .. 
. ' 

The four-member team of' experts who comprise the United· Nations· Commission 
. . . . - . . . . .. :' 

o:t')!hquiry into _the effects of coca leaf' cheWing, le:ft Lake Success· on ' 

10 September for a one· mori-th' e stay :1n Peru where they will carry ou't a field . 
s~~1 ~ .the effects of' the chewing of the coca leaf' on the indigenous · 

p~p~ti?n . of .~t c~untry. In addition, the team of' experts will also conduct 

~-the~~p~t - mvestigatione into the p~ssibilities of l:imiting the . product:lon 
;. •. . . . . . 

, ·,\ . 
and regulating the distri~ution of' coca leaves. 

The four exper_ts are: Professor M. Granier-Doyeux; Professor F ~ Verzar, 

Mr. H~ B. Fonda and Mr. P • . Razet. In addition, four United Nations ·secretariat 

members accompany the Commissi~n. They are Vladimir. Pastuhov, who will aet : 
. . 

as Principal Secretary, Manuel LoPez-Rey, Deputy Secretary, Grace Boc'quet, 

AclJnjpistrative Assistant, and Lucia ·Rodriguez~Orgaz, Secretary.· : . . . 

The reque~t for this survey was originally made by· the GoverD.men~ · of ·Peru. 

As explained by the representative of th~t country before the Commission · on 

Narcotic Drugs and before the Economic and Social Council, "the habit of .chewing 

coca leaves ..as a matter of' :1nternatio~l importanCe" -wich d1.'rectly concerned 
. . 

a :'lumber of South A.Irlerican countries in. addition to his ~~ These · other 
. . ' 

countries wre Colombia, Ecuador, Bolivia and the north~rn part · of Argentina • 
. , . . ' . . 

He added .that coca leaf chewing J:lad been pr~tised in all these 

~ountries for ovor 400 years. "MiJ+ione" , · he said, indulged in this habit~ ·with 
. . . . ; 

ms~ of' the addicts belonging to the working class. The question of whether 

this habit l-IS.S ha.rmf'ul. or not was still "highly . cont~o;vers ial" and therefo~e 1 
. . ·· . . 

said the Peruvian representative, an enquiry of' the, type proposed by his country . . . . . . . 
presented aspects of a social# medical, economic, agricultural, nutritive 

and administrative nature. 

At its second session, the Commission on Narcotic Drugs gave careful 

consideration to the request of the Peruvian Gove!'I}IIlent and recommended to the 

. Economic and Social Council that a CODillieeion o'£ Enquiry be sent to Peru 

and to such other countries concerned as might express an interest 1n such 

en enquiry. In addition, the CoDJIILiseion recommended that the investigatin.g 

/team carry 
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team carry out an on-the-spot enquiry: into th~ possibilities of 11rlliting the 

production and regula~ing the dietributi~ of .coca leaves. 
. . . . 

At ita seventh session, the Economic and Social Council approved the 

·.· : ;despatch of the · Commission of :Enquiry: . to Peru as .. p;ropaeed by th~ Copmli,eeion 

on Narcotic Drugs. . Funds for this project were appro\f"ed ·.'bY the · third ~~ar 

' . 

ee~s.ion of _the General Assembly ~· Paris. • ,. 

Later; the _Council, at its eighth sess1~, requested the Commission ·~ 

. ·Nare_otic Drugs to select, for memb~rship . of the Comm1_es1on of Enquiry 1 , a ~ .. , 

team of two experts in the international. administration and control qf' -~~otit 

drugs and ~wo medical experts to be chosen a~ter co~ultation with -the ~9;. 

: . . .· At · ita fourth session, the : Commission C?U Na:t'l:?oM.c Drugs elected: ~.he 

fo~ experts. already Ihention~d ab.ove. ' . 
. . ·. The Economic and Social Council at. ita l.a.et session took note of thee,e 

. . 
eleotiane and requested the members of' the Qommiaaion .or Enquiry . to start 

• • • , . .'. '• • •" ' • . ~ I 

work in Peru not later than the second week .of .S.epte~er - 1949 • .. . Mo~over1 \ 

aa .. the Bolivian Government had requested in April 1949 t~t .the 

1nvee~1gatione be extended to Bolivian tel"..;'itory, the .Council advised the 
, ~ I • . 

,expe.rts . to carry out their tasks in that country also. " 

To this . affect the C,ouncil requested t~ ·General Assembly . to .appropri~te 
. ' . . - .· . .. . . . ·... . 

before 30 .September 1949 .the additional f'Unde necessary to enable. the.·· .. . . . . ...... 
Comm1ee.1on to spend ".at least three mo.nt;b.s" :1n BOlivia a11d Peru. -. The , : ... 

•• ... . . . • • • . •. .. i'. ; • • · .. · . • 

Council also di~ected. 'j;he Commission of Enquiry to pre,pare a report qn its 

__ findings at the conclusion _of its investigations in the field. 
·.. . . . . . . 

. ... Therefore, 1~ t~~ GeneraJ. As~embly appropriates the necessary f\lllds, .. ,, 
' • • "' • ' I ,, 

the tea.I."'. of ex.perte will carry out . 1t~ tasks in both Bolivia. and P~ru, instead 
,• . • • • ' .' , •, : ·; .• •, , : • • .• I • • , , 

of only c.onductitl8 a month's survey i~ Peru • . ·. 

. . :· ooo 

:' .: . :. 
' ~ .. . -·' 

I :~· 
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