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(continued)

Mr. SIIVA CARVALLO reviewed the typically totalitarian methods used
by the Government of Argentina to ¢loss down la Prensa, one of the most highly
respected newspapers in the world. He deplored the violence and the eomplete
falsification of the true facts by a regime which consisteatly violated
freedom of information and of the press throughout its territory in
contravention of the principles of the Universal Declaration of Euman Rights
and of the United Nations Charter, |

He hoped that the Sub-Commission would support his draft resolution
(B/cN.4/5ub.1/170) eondemning the cloeing down of la Prensa and ealling upon

/the United
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the Usited Nations to conelder measures to prevent further infringements of

frecdon of the press in the future.

Mr. PIFIC wicned to introduce a Series of amendments (E/CN../Sub,1/L.14)
to Mr, Moulik®s dreft resolution concerning the futurc work of the United Nations
in the field of freedca of information (EB/CN.4/Sub,1/164). In his opinioen,
| Mr. Moulik's prorosales sumbodlied in generul outline most of the problems in the
Tield of freedom of information on which the United Nations and specialized
badieé ghould work, If a construstive contribution was to be made, Mr. Moulik's
general proposals must be mede more spscifie and concrote,

At the end ¢f parsgraph 1, hs proposed the additlion of a resommendation
for the appointmsnt by the Isonomic and Soclal Council of e oommitt;e of experts
to prepare araft amsndrnents to the existing conventlion on the principles of
freedoa of informaticn for submisaioh ﬁo the seventh session of twhe '
General Assembly vhich would accord the ite= priority.

Paragraph 2 relating to mowspriuh zud peper should be nsde mors
spocific by the addition of a recommendaiicn for an international conforsnce to
draft multilateral agresmsnts along the lines of the agresment on timber entered
into by ten Buropean ccuntrics., It was significent that numercus resolutiona
relating to newsprint und peper had produced no results besause <f the abstracf
matures of the texts., A practicel solution should now be sought.

The suggestion for the transfer of paregraph 4 to the end of the
resolution represented only & drafting change.

The purpose ¢ the prpposed emendment to paragraph 5 was to acshleve
early agreement on an effective gystem of correcticn by seperating the convention
on the right of correction from the sontroversiml convention on the international’
transmission of nevs. V A A

The smendment to paragraph 6 proposed to supplement the genernl
reference to economic end firancial obstacles by a concrete procedure for the
esteblishment of & Jolnt committes of expertis. '

The final paragraph dealt with the very urgent question of promoting
the exchange of members of tha‘préaa between variocus countries. Inarsaaing
Testrictions on and percecution of newspapermsn in various parts of the world

fave caude Tor genuine alarm, ‘ f
/E> noted
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" He noted that most of the Yugoslav Gorrespondents had been brutally
eJected from the countries of Eastern Zurope or severaly restristed in thelir
astivities, In addition, no Yugoslav newspaperams: had boen admitied to
" Zastern Furope to replace 'those ¥ho had loft. Wualle the attitude toward
' ”Yugoslav correspondents was uniqve, reatrictions oxisted in other countries e.s{
well, ~For example, in the United States of Ameriea the MuCarmn Act repreaentad
en obstacls to the axchange of c:crresncndente.

" "He proposed ths addition to paragraph 7 of a provision fo:r a aystoma’cic
"‘surve;r of restrictions on the basis of semi-annual govermment reports vhich shouk
be given the widest publicity with & view to the achievement of pmrtica.:. '

’ 'rsocmmondations.

' Unless the Suﬁo—{iommission submitted a series of a‘oec':'ifi‘c mcomerzdatibr
to the Eéoriomic and- Sooial Counoil it would be failing to fulfil i‘bs czuties as
an expert body.

‘'Mr, BINDER endorsed Mr, Silve Carvallo’s draft resolution condeuning
the ¢losing dowm of la_Prensa by the Argentine Government as a vi.ol:;tion of
‘freedom of information and of the pi'esa‘. - The suﬁpx’esaion of thé highly rsépeg'bed
and renowned Argentine daily and pany other independent newepapers in that o
country- by e dictatorial roglae rep*esented e significa.nt blow to the cguse of
froedom in Argentina and throughout the world. The gene:al pub‘ ic as well as
the Journslists in the United States had rea.oaed. strongly a@inat the ‘
expropriation of the nawspaper and 'bhe e::ile of its ominenn editor. |

o He recalled that at tho preced.ing session of the Su‘b-Commiasion, he. had
“Joined the expert from Iugoalavia in cendemmng the restrictions pla«ced on .
~~Yugoalav as well as &1l other Journaliatn.

In reply to Mr, FPleic who had eited the MsCarren Act rastrictirg tha
access of certain people to the' United States, he indiea*bcd that his ReVSpapor
and many other newspapara in the U"»,ited Ste.tea had editorially onpoaed the .
adoption of that Act and the method of ite enforcement. He hoped. uhat an aroused
public opinion would o‘btain madifieaticn of the Act or of the way it vas enforced.,

He then drew attention to his proposal for 1'bems to be incmded. in the.
sgenda of the Economi¢ and Soaial Council in connexion with futura work in the

field of freedom of information (E/CN.4/Sub.1/167). The anmual survey
‘ /suggested in
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euggested in tle first item was cas of the aliernatives given on page 8 of
E/CH.L/8ub,1/128,  The esgential points to be eoverad by such s survey wevld .
include the pocibive espects of aveilable news, informstion on cersorship

ard other restrichtices reguiring continuaticn of Secretariat activities along
the lines of I/CH.4/5ub,1,/.06 and EfCN.4/Sub,1/143, informeticn on the spece

in the press devoted to the United Neticns and its prineipel activities and
suecinet reports cn sction taken to implement relevent resolutions of the
Economlc and Scciel Council, Referring to B/CN.4/Subd.l/ikk, E/CN.4/Sub.1/147,
and E/CN,4/Sub.1/153, he felt tuet follow-up rejorts should ve made in

brisfer form with greater stress ca sstion taken rather than on document
numbera. : .
A second Itom <rould be s survey of news fmeilities chowing the
relationahip betwssrn Shz nphysical) fesilities and the avalladillity of information.
The imporiant question of reveprint raigad in a resoluilon ed:pted at tha

fohrth secsion of the Lib-Commicsion had been deelt with in re3olution

3TH(XITI) of tho Ecoacmis and Jecial Cyrmoil and in a Genera’ Assembly
reaslution adepted on 25 Juvagry 1982, Implemontation of ¢hise resolutions

vas now essentlisl. Tho 1ton would further include reporis of news which

could be transmittod snd tae extent of trsnamission, a eubtjert dealt with in
part in E/CN.L/Sub.l/1t1 end E/CN.M/Sub,i/143, A Tinal cepeoi of the survey

of nows Taeilities would relats the ficts on difficuliies in the transmission

of information, o subjiect partially covered in F/CN.4/Sub,1/110,

As a {hird item, he suggesicd the melivities of the specialized
agencies in the fiell of freedom of information, Reports on such astivities
might well be ineluded in the regular annual reporie to the Economic and
Social Council, UKESMO should now place equal stress on the ‘reo
disscoination of neows and should continue to repoxrt on all its activities in
the Tleld of fresdcm of information slong the lins followed in documents
E/CN.4/Sub.1/142 and E/CN.4/Sud,.1/143.

His final suggestvion related t- the actlivitles of non-governmentol
organizations, such as the Internmatilecnsl Proes Institute, in the fleld of
freadom of information,

In each case, the Economic and Social Council would te responeidlo
for determining the ecticn to be taken. Possible measures migit include
 rescmmendations to governmants to cease ualyractices, projevcte for technicel

“amaistence, or requects for mction or studies by the 89651&11?9d agencied,
: Mr, PLEIC
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Mr. PLEIC vholsheartedly supported Mr, Binder!s sppositien to
all governmental restrictions on freedem of infeormation, in vhatever country

- they occuried,

The CHATT:IAN sald that the dralt resoluticns before the Sub-
Commlssion could, for practical purpeses, ‘be divided into four caﬁegqriea.
The first dealt with the cendeuration of thuges and couprised Mr, Silve
Carvallc's draft resolution (E/CN, lL/Sub 1/170) conceridng the closing dowm of
La Pravga of Buerou Alres amd Mr, P, i1, Chzmgte (#,;28.%70ub,1/171) concerning
malpractices, wita the amendment (E/CI,4/Sub.1/1.35) ke himeelf hal submitted
in his persoral capacity., The second included these dealing with related
subjects: Mr, Maulik's draft resolution (B/CN.L/Sub.1/186) on information
concerring Urited Naticas activities ard Mr. Azkoulis amendment (E/ON.4/Sub.l/
L,13) thersto and ¥r, Azkculls draft resolution (/0.1 'oub,1/166) concerning
the encowrezsment and developmont of iadojendent dumsusic information
egencies, Hé would waks a pronodal Tober about the ¢ her two categories,

He put Mr., Silva Carvallo's arait reacinision to tae vuue,

-:T,:_., Silve Cervolle's dvaft yehclyiion (W/CN, hf,ub 1/170) was
sdopted by 10 votes vo 1. witih no ebztensions, '

The CEATRMAN, speaking in his personal capacity, wvaid that his
emendment (E/CN,4/Sub.1/L,16) to Mr, I'. H, Chang's d»aft resciution
(E/CN.L/Sub,1/171) hed been susgested by the way in which the Economic and
Secial Councll hed trzated the Sub-Commission’s draft resolution on the
Jemming of radio broadcasts adcopted =t ites Tourth session; the Council had
substituted the words "Meuber States" for the eriginal specific reference to
the Unien of Soviet Soclalist Republics, Furthermors , Mr. P, H, Chang'so
liet nf offonders was very fer from complete. The list should either be
exhaustive or the temor of the araft resolution should be made as broad as
possible,

Mr. P. H. CHANG thought that Mr., Azmi's objection could be met by
deleting the word "and" before "Baltic" ard inserting the words "and a lai'go
number ef other countries" afte: the word "States". Mr. Azmi’s amendment
(EfoN.bfSub.1/L.16) would emasculate %he original draft resclution. Surely
1t was true that not only freedom of p:eas, thoughts and exproseions but all

' ' /the fundsmental
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the fundamental human freedoms had been suppressed In the areas named.

Mr. Zonov had averred that the draft resolution was based upon complete
ignorance of the facts; he would leave 1t to other members to refute that
statement. The Sub-Commlselonts purpose -- tc remove obatacles to the
free flow of information =-- would, in his opinion, be best served by the
naming of the most consplcuous offenders. It was for the:Economic and

Soclal Council to declde whether that procedure was wise,

Mr. ZONOV vehemently protested against Mr. I's H. Chang's allegations
about the Unlon nf Soviet Socialist Republic¢s. The Sub-Commission was not
the proper organ to receive complalnts about Member States of the Unlted Natioms.
He agreed with the Chairman that very many countries were guilty of what
Mr. 2. H. Chang called malpractices; even s~ partial a Aocument as the
Associlated Press survey (E/GNOH/Subpl/lkﬁ/AddsE) listed a very large number.
The Sub~-Commission would be the lauvghing=stonck of the Economic ard Sceilml
Council 1f 1t adnpted .any such draft resclutinn,

Mr., LOPEZ thought that Mr. P, Hs, Chang's draft resoluticn cught
in srme way to be connected with the agenda ltem under considersation, The
words "in crneildering the future work of the United Nations in the field of
freedom of information® should be inserted in the second line after the word
"seselon”,  Although Mr. Azmi's amendment (E/CN.4/Sub.l/L.16) wculd get rid
of the difficulty that always arose in making specific lists, Mr. P. He Chang
vas right in'thiﬁking that 1t would greatly weaken the draft recolution,
The Council hardly needed the Sub=Commission to draw its attention to
malpractlices, »f which 1t could not faill to be aware. The logical reason
f~r naming some countries but not others could perhaps be found in the ldes
that communism as a polltlcal system necessarily involved practices
Inconelstent with the freedom of information as ccncelved in non~communist
eountrieg, He would abstaln from vnoting for Mr. Azmi's amendment and vote

for Mr. P. H¢ Chang's draft resoluticn, with the amendment he had suggested.
Mrs ?. H, CHANG accepted Mr. Lopez's amendment.

/Mr, BINDER
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Mr. BINDER was.at a loss how to vote on Mr. P, He Chang!s amendment,
He had always cpposed the malpractices complained of and had Introduced a
draft regolution at the fourth sesslon in which a specific malpractice hsad
been condemned 1n-the gereral interest, If he voted against Mr, P. H. Chang's
draft resolutlon, he might seem to be condcning malpractices which he himself
had dennunced, Yet 1f he voted for 1t, he might appear to be assuring the
Economle and Social Councll that the Sub-Commisgion had examined the alleged
malpractices 1n detall inithe spceified countries, or had even agreed on the
definition of thnse malpractices, The Sub=Commissirn cnuld not plausibly claim
to have studled the courtries specified. +It had, in fact, not had time to go
into the matter.at all. The United Nations should not avoild its responsibilities,
but 1t ought not to act without due deliberaticn, The case of La Prensa was
gomevhat dlfferent;.  that had been a specific Instance which had been carefully
studled aend had arouseld general alarm. He would have to abstain,

Mr, MOULIK thought that the whole basis of Mr. P. H. Chang's draft’
resolution was wrong. The Sub-Commisslon was nnt required to study malpractices
country by country; indeed, 1t had before 1t Araft regolutiors recommeniing that
the Fconomie and Social Ccuncil:should make surveys of such malpractices,  Nor
could it condemn by name countries which could not reply to the allegations. It
seemed somewhat incorgruous for Mr. P. H. Caang to have included his owm rountry; °
in United Nations parlance there was no such country as Cowmunist China, but
simply Ching, _He would vote agelnst Mr; P. He Chang'!s draft resolution for those
reasong and also because a general ecndemnation nf malpractlices would be of no

value to the Council.

- Mrs P He CHANG maintained that to denounce hils own country shcwed his
impertiality. Communist China was not, however, the real China, which had been
taken over by usurpers by means of forelgn ald., . Mr. Moullk's objection cculd be
met, however, by the substitutlcn of the words "mainland China under crmwunist
druination" for "Communist Chiné". He 313 not condemn -any chuntry by name; he
merely wished to recommen? condemning evil practices in specified countries, which
vaa qulte a different matter. The treand of histcry, menticned by Mr., Zonsv at
a previous meeting, might well overthrow the existing regime on the malnland; 5
the end was not yet, while the Chinese Nationalists contlnued the fight
from Formosa. It was t2 be hoped that Mr. Moulik was not misconstrulng
the draft resolutlon for some ulterinr motive, Even 1f all Jjournalilsts

/strictly obaserved
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gtrictly observed the international code of ethics and even if all material
and mﬁchanicélvébstaclas to the free flow of information were removed,
governments, unless checked, could still impose cripoling recitrictisne on
freedom of informatlon. Hence, his draft resolution could be valuable,
parbicularfy as 1t named svecific I;arpetrators of malpractices,

Mw», GERAUD said that he wauld abstein, because the debate had made 1t
cleayr that an attempt was bPeing made to enlist the Sub-Commission as a
participant in the cold war, and because the insertion of the words "and a large
number of other countries” weuld result in lumping together entirely disparate
situations,

Mr, Azml'e amerdment (E/CN.L/Sub,1/L,16) was rejvctod 3y 5 votes to b,
vith 3 _sbstenbions. '

Mr, P. E. Chana's draft resolution (E/CN,4/sub.1/171), as amended by
himeelf ard Me, Lopez, wag not edopted, 4 votes being cast in favour and

4 against, with b abatentions,

The CHAIEMAN directed the Sub-Commission's attention to the draft
regolutions falling into the second categowy,

Mr, Azkoul's draft recglution (Z/CN,4/Sub,1/169) was adopted by
10 votes to nowe, with 1 sbsteriion,

Me. GERAUD remerked that both Mr., Moulilk's resolution on information
concerning United Nations ectivities (E/CN,4/Sub,1/166) and Mr, Arkoul's
smendment to 1t (B,/CN.L/Sub,1/L.13) were puperfluous, as such information vas
already available in excossive quantities,

Mr, AZKGUL explained that his amendment, which was an additlon, was
intended to meke Mr, Moulik's resolution more specific and at the same time
ensure that the general public in all countries was familiar with the
decisione of the United Netions in the economic and soclal field and could
oxert pressure on théir Governments to ¢owply with those decisions.

Mr., MOULIK accented Mr, Azkoults amand,men’q. oo

Mr, Moulik's draft resolution (E/CN.L/Sub.1/166) ae emended’
@[’(_zyzh[Sub.lfl.B) was adopted by 8 votes to none, with 3 abstentions.
/‘The CHAIRMAN
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The CHAIRMAN stated that the remaining draft resolutior ard amendments
might be put in two categories: those dealing with the organization of
future wark andi those dealing with subjects for future stuly, In its .
resolution 41 B-III (XIII), the Economic and Social Council had requested the
Secretary~General to conduct an Inquiry among Member States concerning the
future work of the United Nations in the field of freedom of information and
to report to it on the result of that inquiry, on his own suggestlons, "and
on any thet way be formulated by the Sub~Commisgion on Freedom of Information
and. of the Press”. That language did not wake 1t mandatory for the Sub- =
Commiésion to present suggestions which it had formally adopted. In view of
the fast that the draft resolutions still before the Sub-Commission reflected
a wide range nf ldeas, he propose& that the Sub-Commission should nqt vote on
them, but should ask the Rapporteur to inco“porate them in s report which the
Sub-Coumlssion would approve. The various suggestions 1n(that report would
then be not those of theﬁéub~0émmission, but simply of the members'ﬁho_ha&
submitted them; end would be*tféaiéd‘as‘SUCh by the Secretary-@enéral when‘ﬁe
reported to the Economic snd Social Council. Such a pfoceiure would rave
the a&vantage of saving time an& of allow1ng all points of view to be

reprﬁsenteﬂ

© Mr. LOPEZ remarked that the views of members who had falled to submit
draft resolutions would not be recorded, and he therefore felt that they shonld

be glven an opportunity t» vote on the draft resolutions gubmlitted.

Mr. ZONOV felt that, if the Sub-fommisslon f-llowed the procedure
suggested by the Chairman, it would not be obeying the instructions of the
Economic and Sncial Council, The only proper way for the Sub-Commission to
formulate suggestions was to adopt texts which would then be sponsored by the

Sub-~Coumisasion as a whole.

Mr. AZKOUL believed that the wording of the Economic and Social
Council resclution left the Sub-Commisdgion free to follow either method.

The CHAIRMAN said that the dlscussion would be continued at the
following wmeeting.

'The meeting rose at 1.30 p.m.
31/3 p.m, ‘ C





