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Note by the Secretary-General 

1. In accordance vdth paragraph (b) of the new terms of reference of the 

Sub-Commission on Freedom of Information and of the Press (resolution 197 

(VIII) of the ~conomic and Social Council), the Sub-Commission may: 

"Receive corroounications from any legally constituted national 

or international l ress, information, broadtasting or nevTSreel 

enterprise or association relating to the items enumerated in 

paragraph (a)* above, vrith a view to assisting it in the 

~1- 11 
••• the Sub-Commission, ..• may: (a) Study and make reports as "\vell as 

recommendations to the Council on: 

ED 

ARCH 

( i) Political·, economic and other barriers to the free flovr of 
informatron; 

(ii) The extent to ·Hhich freedom of information is accorded to the various 

(iii) 
(iv) 
(v) 

peoples of the vrorld; 
The adequacy of the nevrs available to them; 
The development of high standards of professional conduct; 
The persistent dissemination of information vfuich is false, disto~ted, 
or otheridse injurious to the principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations; , 

(vi) The operation of any inter-governmental agreements in the field of 
freedom of information; 

(vii) The promotion of a vdder degree of freedom of information and the 
~ed~ction or elimination of obstacles thereto; 
Tllie 1promotion of the dissemination of true information to counteract 
naz~, fascist or any other propaganda of aggression or of racial, 

u~· 'i national, religious or any other discrimination; 
(i':x:}' Theiconclusion or improvement of inter-governmental agreements in the 

10 
~eid of freedom of information; and 

~~ Mea~ures to facilitate the i:ork of foreign news personnel, and to 
---t!a~ewe~ist them in disseminatinG true information on political, economic 

and other events in their cc.untries of residence and in promoting 
friendly re .... ations betvreen States in such a way as to further the 
cause of strenc;thening international peace and security." 
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formulation of general_ principles and proposals in the field of 

freedom of information ••• " 

2. The attention of ·the· Sub-Commission has been directe·d, in document 

E/CN.4/Sub.l/70 ("Establishment of Procedure for Handling Communications") to 

the problems involved in the handling of communications from such organizations, 

and in establishing the criteria for deciding what is a "legally constituted 

national or international Press, information, broadcasting or newsreel 

enterprise or association, 11 

3. The Sub -Commission may vrish to consider certain other problems in 

connexion with the procedure for establishing liaison with such organizations. 

These include: 

(a) The compilation of a l~st of organizations. In this connexion, the 

Sub-Commission may wish to recommend either that the Secretary-General 

cdmpile a list from the information at his disposal, or alternatively 

that the Secretary-General be reQuested to ask the Governments of States 

Members of the United Nations to forvrard him a list of such organizations 

operating or orgapized within their territories; 

(b) The possibility of keeping information enterprises and professional 

organizations recularly informed concerning the work of the United 

Nhtions in the field of freedom of information, and particularly 

concerning the activities and recommendations of the Sub-Commission; 

4. The attention of the Sub-Commission is also drawn to certain resolutions 

of the United Nations Conference on Freedom of Information in which reference 

Is, maQe 'CO 'Cne par'ClClpa'Clon or proresslona.L organlza'Clons or var1ous 'Cypes 

in special projects (see the Final Act of the Conference, E/CONF.6/79). 

On 14 May 1949* the General Assembly referred these resolutions to the 

Economic and Social Council for appropriate action at the Council's 

discretion, and the subject vlill be on the aGenda of the ninth session of the 

Council (July-August 1949). These resolutions include: 

Resolution No. 6 which recommends that the Economic and Social Coun~il refer 

to the Sub-Commission tasks in connexion with the definition and 

identification of professional foreiBD correspondents, and suggests 

that this work be conducted 11 in close collaboration Hith international 

and national professional orGanizations of the Press, radio and 

nei-rsreel, especially by drawinG upon the experience of news personnel 

acti vel3r engaged .. in the gathering and transmission of ne1·1s;" 

Resolution No. 34, i·rhich recommends that the Council "invite Governments 

and professional organizations, national and international, to examine 

* Res-olution of the Genera] Assom1)ly ooc1JmAHi; A/876. 
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together the possibility of implementing UNESCO's proposal to establish 

an International Institute of Press and Information, and, if it is 

found practicable, to co-operata in carrying it out"; and 

·Resolution No. 36 which recommends that the . question of drafting an 

international code of honour for journalists and other information 

personnel and of the possibility of establishing an international court 

of honour be referred to · the Sub ..Commission, and that "national and 

international professional organizations be invited to contribute such 

material as they may consider to be of value to the Sub-commission in 

its deliber~ttions." 

.. 

" 

. ' 

' 




