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particularly when affairs of direct concern to it are under discussion. We 

are living in an age of "mass media", of journalistic mass production, where 

the machine dominates the individual, where large undertakings, with ample 

means at their disposal, have the upper hand over small and medium-sized 

undertakings. A safeguard is necessary. 

Freedom of the press and of information varies trom age to age: it is 

defined b,y the algebraic equation of rignts and duties. 

The concepts underlying the rigbts of the press and of information are 

contained in few words: freedom, responsibility, and reasonable equality. 

In the application of these principles, the end to be pursued is to 

obtain for the public the fullest possible enlightenment on contemporary 

events. Not only full and accurate information is required, but also 

explanations calculated to make the large~t possible number of people 

understand the events which are going on in the world, and particularly to 

explain questions vitally affecting the life and property of everyone. 

Amongst the obstacles which hinder intelligence and factual knowledge, 

must first be mentioned those related to the influence exerted on the press 

and information by the government of _a country and by what is known as the 

power of money. 

(1) The authority or influence exercised b,y governments over the press 

and information varies in different nations. At one end of the scale appear 

absolute methods of control which make newspapers and radio merely the 

instruments of power. At the other end of the scale, government activity 

is restrained. It respects appearances and is maintained in every case b,y 

means of the mass of information obtained D,y the public services. The remedy 

is material independence of public authorit,y on the part of the organs of 

information. Another remedy is the employment of editors capable of forming 

per~onal judgments and with a taste for independence. 

(2) Only too often, the large sums of mQney required for starting and 

maintaining a modern newspaper end b,y producing a partial monopoly. It was 

estimated that in London, about 1935, it would cost fowr ar five million 

pounds sterling to start a newspaper in competition w1 th those already in 

existence. An overwhelming power is thus placed in the hands of a few people, 

or even of a single person. This power can be abused for personal ends. Even 

when exercised in good faith, it is subJect to error and, in consequence, may 

lead the masses following it astray. It is the penalty of the reg~e of tree 

enterprise, to which recourse must be had in order to create organs of 

information independent of the government, capable, if the need arises of 

contradicting the government and of denouncing its weaknesses or its failure 

/by revealing 
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bJ revealiJ?& certain facts. rt ·is not. a good thins tP .put ,a.l. ob8~e eggs in 

one . basket. Thus the consequences Qf the ·mis~ke.s made laJ· &1)1. indivJ.dual . 

press orsan are lessened. 

W~ are up a•inst .a. double parade~ •. 

The first paradox: on the one hand, we expect .la;-se ·_amoun~s of capital 

1i9 .~ in~ested in newspapers. ,On the other haDd, we .. hope that their owners, . . . 
vho are oftttn buaine~a ~ ~ th inauttioient knowlecJce ot P>l1 tics will 

sacrifice to the public good the .sreat op;portUDi ties for lilakins profit placed 

within their reach, 

The second paradox: on·· the o~s hand, ~ expect that in a r.Ssim& of free 

enterprise, the ~ess will tulf11 its esee12tial. :runct1Qne: to enlighten · public 

opinion and .~ criticize the go'f!W.....,.t. On the pther hand, we want tbe 

govemmeqt to have the power to check azxt :to suppress monopolies, to ·correct 

the m1ataru, which arise in the Journallatic field, and to r81iled7 abusea;. Is 

not this a contradictioQ i!3 termat , , : 

· (3) S1Dlilar problems with reeult' peoul_1~ to eaoh cQUDtr,. appear in the 

international field. Mod~ Jo~~ia took shape i.n tndl,lstrial ·co\lDtries v1'tb 

a graa~ concentration of capital • . Inequality-in tlle sphere of Jour.rJali• abd 

inforDBtion became evident tram the Vflr1 besinnins between these countri-es ad 

o~ers with a .leas advanced c~pitaliet organizat~on • 

. The , a.bove-mentioned inequal1t7 was accentuated durins the war because of 

.ds~~tation throughout the sreater part of 1\lr.ope • Toda7 in ·Journalism as iD. 

so man, o~er que~t~one we are forced to dist1ngu1sh· betveen the c~untr1ee 

with a hard currenc7 and those w1 th a 'BOtt currenc7 .- In the countries w1 th a . . . -. . 
soft currtt~,C7 the lack of . Pflper _paral:sea the press, aDd the cosi) of 

ma1nta1n1ns a corre~pou~ent abroad .is allloat prohibitive. This inequali"Q" 

which 1~ no~ too obvious toda7 . is calculated to ·grow worse aa ntnr 1.went-iona · 

ar.e . used, such ae radi.o electric transmis~ion ~ rapid broadcasti-Qs aetb.ods 

Which -.te. it possible to iJ!'int. the same periodical simultaneousl.J ·ia ftl"ioue 

placea 1n the world • ~ . ). 

The concentration of capital and .. the. advent . of "maaa media"· brailcl aadca 

Journal1Ba v1 th a rell"ettab~e 1feJKlepc,. to OQI• rcialize intor.t1cm aDd 

culture b7 aeekins the aeneatioual • . In ..,.. oases Jou:PDaliaa strivft to. 

_amuae .. ~ to .divert rat-her ~an to instruct and to explain. Bewapapera of-ten 

turn to ciJ"cus aethoda of representation. Without dvellins on extreme 

s:raaplea, it must be remembered that neve ia often si ven tr011 an anste or vi tb 

a twist which will make it more sp1c7. That cannot be done w1 thout chans1ns 

the perspective, altering values and upaettins proportions. The t,.r&nD7 of 

"the headline" should be denounced. Contelllpor&r7 jollf!'naliam suffers trara 

/these practicea 
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.. ., .. . ,... . ' . .. . . . . ~ 

these prac~ices which make 1t lJ,evitable to employ a staff veri dtfterent trca 
<I ... • ~ ;!>. • ~ .. ' • ,. ' ' • • • • .. • ... 

that employed in former days. The ·1nfluenee of newspapers ~or sood ·but not -tar 
. .··:·· 

evil can onl1" be diminished by this. 

. There is no one rem&47 to these pi-obl~ as a wboie. One c~n onl;r :. 
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indicate a series of palliati~es. 
~ • • ~ • - • • .. ,L .. • • \I l . • ~ . 

(1) In the national ft~ld: ' con~l of capital investmeat and ~coouilte, 
• • o ' • ~ ! ~ ', : 0 ', ' • • : o • • ._ o o • ~ o ,t'; < I '!' :... • • I o I' ., • 

publ1c1t71 . measur~s to close . the road to .cartels, orsahizat1on of the . . .. . .. . - . .. . . . .... . 
Journaiistic profession, d1sciplinart advice, code ot honour. When 'we aaf ··. 

.. . . ~ .. l 

control, we ~an lea&l control and not control by the goverDma!lt ·of the da7. 
. ') .. ' ~- . . , . .... ... .. . . ... . . . . 

- ~sai con~c?l means control '" ex6rcised on the le!el ot judiciaey and 
• J • 4 ••• , .• ' •. ., . . • . • • ~ 

administrative a~tion ana ' not an the level of executive action. In England~ · . _.... . .. , . , . : .. · . ,.. ., . . . ; . . ; ., 

in the case of tw · weii-knm Periodicals, recourse was had · to "boards of 
• , f. , •, 
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Trustees" whose duti it was to see that the paper only made a responsible 
r . . .·'. . J N •.• : • . •.• ~ • • • ; • - _ ;! : . . · .. · ·, , 

use of its power. That procedure should be retamecl, though it cannot be said 
that the worst mistakes in poli~ .have been ~~oided. · : . . . . · · · 

(2) In tlle international field: ' et~d;: of 'means t~ correct the ~~sting . . . . ,. 

material inequalities between the impoverished States and the others: As · 
I & I~ • , • ; •: •; • r i ! ' "I • • j ~ ~ •. •• 

r~s&rds the use ot "mass media" there should be bilateral conventions in which 
' • •• o • • ' ' : II "• ~ ' • " ' • ' 1 

1 

two States ~uid grant each other the greatest possible faoili ties. Bilateral 
. : .... · . . ' . . . . . . .. , 

aereements misht merge in rimltilAteral a8z'eemente. Measures should be 'taken 

tO ·co~t~ct ~-· effect of tai~e ~~parta ' and. particUlarly 0~ tend~tioua aDd 
!' • ~ • • • • . . , • ... •• ' ' • • !' ·- • .. 

lfins . ca:mpaisna which '·are more easi~ . defined. The" s;y'eteiu 'of censorship . should 

be ~~~~te{.whe~ it '18 _'1mposs'1~fe ·~~ . o~ta1ri its s~p~ession:· ' Defamation ~ 
0 
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should be checked, there should be a r1sbt of international reply 1 and< 1 t 
• , • ,. , • • (;' . .. • • . I •' ., -• 

should be pesaible to grant and withdraw the international press card; 
·. . ~ ~-. . . . ';, ! . • . . • ' . . ; : ._ . :: 0: . ' ''. • • ~ : • • • - ' . f 'l .. 
~D international organization mtgnt help to develop international 

co~®~~ati6n i~ ~tter~· ·~f i ~ss ~ ititormat1~n: Bowev&Ji., :ita valu~ riu be 

me;~iy t!ie '·~~··~s th~ ~~~o~~t·i~ :on . the ~upr~ ciuestf~n ··ot w8r .and .~peactt. 
·, ' o ·~ o • '' ~ .. o }'' '"( l : o o ',; o ~- .. I o o •, o ', • ~ o .. I .. o t I o o 

The international areanizat1on should at first have limited powers and be of 
• _, • J •• 

modest dimensiQps. Onl7 1>.7 experience will 1t be possible to appreciate what 
.. • • • • ~~ ; {: • : ·~· ~ • .. • • t J •• 

can ·be: achieved. Botb~s would be more harmful tlian· a numerous bUreaucracy 
I • I U> • f • .. '\ •• ,. • I II ' "' • • ' , • 0 ' f 

rulins OTSr ' a void." .. At fi~et "it'would be rea&o~ble . to envtsaae the . . . 
• ~ . .. .. - • -~ I ... "' •••• ' • .. ~ , • ' • • • 'I . '· •• ~:-t " . . 0 ' • ~ • •• 

co-ordination 1D the varioUs countries of e:f'forts to obtain a better state of 
, , .r ..... \ • ~ • • • II • • •. t ! 't • • • • • •• • ~ • • ". . • ' ~ • • •;, 

affairs with resard to the treedca of tb.e press and information and to d1lll1n1ah 
,. ·c,. ,•.J ; "'~~-~ t. :.':. '. ' . • . • • .. , -,• , , , • .. ·• ·· "·''i ~ 

or obviate the obataoles mentioned above. 
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