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profits derived from post-war uncertainty and insecurity 
and on energy and raw materials bought at ridiculously low 
prices. The blame could not be attached to the countries of 
the third world, which, in all fairness, had decided to 
increase the price of their raw materials in order to promote 
the development of their own and other countries, par
ticularly those most disadvantaged and most severely af
fected by the crisis. 

39. It would be wrong to assign a privileged place to the 
expan-sion of the world economy; that would be tan
tamount to defending the old economic order and its 
harmful manifestations. A unanimous desire to establish a 
new order existed and, to that end, efforts had been made 
at the two most recent special sessions to draw up the rules 
which would govern international economic relations and 
to usher in a transition period in which the inevitability of a 
genuine transformation of those relations would be 
accepted. 

40. It was evident that the tasks that would devolve on the 
United Nations in the context of the establishment of a 
new economic order could not be defined until the Ad Hoc 
Committee established under resolution 3362 (S-VJI) had 
submitted its conclusions concerning the means to be made 
available to the Organization and the priorities that the 
Organization should respect. But, in any event, those means 
should be adapted to the Declaration on the Establishment 
of a New International Economic Order, the corresponding 
Programme of Action and the Charter of Economic Rights 
and Duties of States, as well as to resolution 3362 (S-VII), 
which had been unanimously adopted at the seventh special 
session. 

41. The functions of the regional commissions and the 
specialized agencies should be strengthened and the effec
tiveness and continuity of their action should be increased. 
The United Nations must however retain its central role at 
all costs. 

42. In defining the new tasks and structures of the 
Secretariat, one should not lose sight of the need to 
strengthen the Economic and Social Council, which must 
become a genuine decision-making body, and to place the 
Charter of the United Nations at the service of development 

and the new international economic order; nor should it be 
forgotten that the objective of the new order was to 
increase the capacity of the developing countries. The 
United Nations was required to assume its responsibilities 
and to overcome its limitations. It should display real 
imagination when studying ways of undertaking immediate 
and global action and should realize the urgency of 
establishing a new international economic order instead of 
taking refuge in gradualism; the very term evoked past 
reminiscences. The United Nations should, of course, be 
receptive to ideas, but its receptiveness should be oriented 
towards the interests of the developing countries and it 
should not seek to impose ideas left over from the old 
order. That was true also of the recruitment and training of 
United Nations staff. 

43. It was essential to bear in mind that, in the new 
balance of strength and the new ethics that would in future 
govern international economic relations, the development 
of one part of the world must not be dependent upon the 
development of another part, and that in the necessary 
co-operation among different groups, and between those 
groups and the United Nations, account must be taken both 
of the unanimity marking the adoption of resolution 
3202 (S-VJ) at the sixth special session-the corner-stone of 
the new edifice-and of the deep-seated changes in the 
world and the increasingly important role of the third 
world. 

44. It should be stressed that the fields of activity 
mutually agreed upon since the sixth special session, 
namely, international trade, the transfer of resources, 
industrialization, science and technology, food and agri
culture, and so forth, formed a whole. It would be 
dangerous to select one or two components to justify some 
predetermined action that would distort the meaning of the 
decisions adopted at the sixth special session. 

45. Madagascar was prepared to co-operate to the utmost 
and would expect of others the same degree of stringency 
in the implementation of programmes and the search for 
ways of attaining the desired objectives. 

77w meeting rose at 4.55 p.m. 
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AGENDA ITEM 57 

United Nations Institute for Training and Research: 
report of the Executive Director (A/10014) 

1. Mr. NJCOL (Executive Director, United Nations Insti
tute for Training and Research), introducing the annual 
report of UNJTAR (A/10014), said that the Board of 
Trustees of UNIT AR had held its fourteenth annual session 
from 22 to 25 September and approved the programme of 
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work for 1976. UNIT AR had followed the seventh special 
session of the General Assembly closely and would take its 
conclusions into account when putting its programme of 
work into effect. 

2. Speaking of the activities of the previous year, he drew 
attention to the expansion of the courses for delegates and 
members of permanent missions in Geneva and New Yo~k 
and to the holding of regional seminars, course~ m 
international law and training programmes on topical issues; 
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the latter programmes had during the year covered the 
World Conference of the International Women's Year and 
in the near future programmes would be given on the 
United Nations Conference on Human Settlements and the 
United Nations Water Conference. 

3. In another sphere of training, that relating to profes
sionals within the United Nations system, UNITAR had 
played an important role in interagency meetings of staff 
training officers. Such co-operation would make a signi
ficant contribution to the quality of the international civil 
service. The same could be said of the junior professional 
trainee programme, the organization of which had been 
entrusted to UNIT AR. 

4. One of the Institute's many responsibilities was that of 
evaluating the effectiveness of the United Nations system, 
and· studying· and analysing the problems facing the 
Organization. To that end UNITAR had provided research 
papers for the use of the Group of Experts on the Structure 
of the United Nations System and the new International 
Civil Service Commission. The Institute had also prepared 
for that purpose a special issue of UN/TAR News, entitled 
"Women and the UN", the publication of which had 
coincided with the World Conference of the International 
Women's Year. Other publications and reports had also 
been issued during d1e year. 

5. UNITAR continued to take account in its work of the 
Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Estab
lishment of a New International Economic Order (reso
lutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI)), and its research 
programmes were being adjusted to the crmtent of those 
instruments. In the programme of work for 1976 approved 
by the Board of Trustees provision was made, in addition to 
new projects, for continuing research on peaceful settle
ment of disputes, the role of the United Nations in 
promoting co-operation between countries having different 
economic and social systems, the international civil service 
and multinational corporations, and for work on science, 
technology and development. 

6. In its work on the Project on the Future, the Institute 
would give priority to regional considerations. It was 
essential that reflection on the future should be stimulated 
and encouraged in developing regions so that such re· 
flection would influence the decision-making process. In the 
sphere of research co-operation, UNIT AR had maintained 
and strengthened its links with other national or regional 
research institutions and had constantly visited different 
areas of the world in order to have on-the-spot discussions 
with national and regional authorities about programmes of 
the Institute that might be of use to them. It should also be 
noted that the activities of the Institute, which had 
formerly been limited to developing countries, were being 
extended to developed countries. 

7. He and the Rector of the United Nations University had 
met and worked out preliminary guidelines for avoiding 
overlapping. UNIT AR was concentrating on the training of 
diplomats, national officials and international civil servants, 
whereas the United Nations University would concentrate 
on research of international importance; UNIT AR accord· 
ingly saw its future as a distinct entity with a separate 
mandate. Before long, however, the relationship between 

UNIT AR and the United Nations University would have to 
be reviewed again. 

8. The Board of Trustees had placed on record its 
conviction of the importance of UNIT AR's work and its 
belief that the Institute had been fulfilling the purpose laid 
down for it by the General Assembly and by its statute. 
The Board had also taken note of the fact that the Institute 
had accepted new responsibilities and· had adapted its 
programmes of training and research to the changing needs 
of the United Nations and to the implications ofthe new 
international economic order. At the same time, the Board 
had been concerned about the effects of inflation on the 
activities of a body such as UNITAR which depended for 
its funding on voluntary contributions. 

9. On the subject of the Institute's staff, he said that it 
was impossible for all member countries to be represented, 
but that he was constantly endeavouring to achieve as wide 
a geographical representation as possible. Efforts were also 
being made to ensure that there was the highest possible 
ratio of women to men ainong the professional staff, and it 
was hoped to improve the position further in the future. 
The Institute also needed more staff with both academic and 
diplomatic experience. 

10. In conclusion, he paid tribute to two people associated 
with UNIT AR, Sir Kenneth Younger and Professor Oscar 
Schachter, whose services to the Institute were about to 
end. 

11. Mr. QUENTIN (Italy) said that his country had 
constantly supported the work of UNIT AR; he was 
gratified to note that; in accordance with the relevant 
resolutions of the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth 
session, the Institute had spared no effort in increasingly 
channelling its activities towards the economic field in its 
different sectors. UNIT AR's approach to its training and 
research activities was commendable, particularly in the 
studies on the peaceful settlement of disputes and arms 
control and the studies on economic development. 

12. The Project on the Future, with its wide range of 
activities, would demonstrate the complementarity of 
UNITAR and the United Nations University. 

13. On the administrative and financial side, his delegation 
commended the efforts made by the Executive Director, 
through which the proportion of expenditure devoted to 
substantive operations had increased to 70.4 per cent of the 
total in 1974, as compared with under 50 per cent in 1973. 

14. Miss MATTSON (Sweden) said that her delegation was 
convinced that UNIT AR would be performing an in· 
creasingly important role within tlle United Nations system 
and that it would continue its efforts to increase its 
effectiveness and provide greater benefits to the Organi
zation and its Member States. For that reason her Govern· 
ment provided financial support to UNIT AR, and she was 
pleased to announce a contribution of $90,000. 

15. Among the activities of the Institute, the Project on 
the Future deserved special mention. The important issues 
facing the United Nations-population, food, the envi
ronment and the gap between rich and poor countries-
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should be dealt with through long-range action at the 
national and international levels, which demanded a focal 
point and an interdisciplinary approach. Governments 
needed summarized information from a critical and im
partial point of view on research activities, and the search 
for an objective account of scientific findings in certain 
highly controversial spheres was crucial. The need for such 
efforts had been emphasized by the adoption of General 
Assembly resolution 3345 (XXIX) on research on the 
interrelationships between population, resources, envi
ronment and development. 

16. It was clear, on the other hand, that, given the limited 
size of its existing staff and finances, UNIT AR should 
concentrate on activities which had a more proximate 
impact. The proposed studies of nutritional targets and 
arid-zone countries, for example, would undoubtedly be of 
great relevance, as would the proposed studies on scarcities. 
The pluralistic approach of UNIT AR to those problems was 
undoubtedly valid, as was the effort to bring some balance 
into the studies on the future, which had so far been carried 
out mainly in the industrialized world. Resolution 
3345 (XXIX) specifically asked that the services and 
findings of national institutions, particularly those in 
developing countries, should be used in that new enterprise. 

17. Her delegation also approved of UNIT AR's accepting 
responsibility for informing Governments, in an analytical 
way, about the global studies undertaken elsewhere. 

18. It was her Government's hope that the studies on the 
future would materialize within the very near future, and it 
had to that end pledged special financial support to those 
studies, in addition to its contributions to the General 
Fund. 

19. UNIT AR's general research activities seemed to be 
progressing satisfactorily. It was advisable, however, that in 
future those activities should be directed towards increasing 
the effectiveness of the United Nations. The research topics 
chosen should be of crucial concern to the international 
community and of relevance to the majority of countries. 
The increased stress on development was therefore to be 
welcomed. UNITAR would have the important task of 
making specific proposals for research on the application of 
the decisions of the seventh special session. The proposed 
study on the potential of non-governmental organizations 
in economic and social development was likewise a project 
which should attract considerable interest, since in a viable 
society popular movements and voluntary organizations 
played an indispensable role in the development process. 

20. UNIT AR's efforts to extend its contacts with the 
academic world were most encouraging, as were the 
increase in the number of publications and the recent 
agreement with the United Nations Sales Section con
cerning the distribution of UNIT AR studies. 

21. The Institute carried out its training functions prag
matically, and had expanded the range and effectiveness of 
its training programmes. 1\loreover, in the case of the 
training programmes for United Nations staff, it was taking 
care not to duplicate the activities of other organizations. 

22. The Executive Director had mentioned that the 
Institute would soon be facing serious financial problems. 

leading to an unavoidable reduction of the programmes, if 
no solution was found. In that context, the Swedish 
delegation would like to suggest that the possibilities be 
examined of financing a certain part of the administrative 
costs of UNIT AR from the regular budget of the United 
Nations. Furthermore, the training programmes of the 
Institute must be considered of general service to the 
United Nations system. ln the long run, that part of the 
Institute's activities must be transferred to the regular 
budget. 

23. Her Government hoped that the Institute would soon 
have wider financial support and she pointed out that less 
than 40 countries were now contributing to UNITAR, 
whereas all countries in one way or another benefited from 
its activities, and most countries sent participants to the 
various UNIT AR training programmes. Sweden therefore 
would like to urge other countries which had not yet 
contributed in proportion to their resources, to increase 
their contributions. 

24. Finally, with regard to the studies on the future, it 
would be useful for her delegation and the other members 
of the Committee to have additional clarifications on the 
considerations which had led to the formulation of the 
programme in its present form. 

25. Mr. CORREA (Chile) said his delegation welcomed the 
work done by UNIT AR and felt that the Institute should 
give priority to studies on nutrition and all matters which 
could help to achieve a global solution of the three
dimensional problem of food, population and energy. His 
delegation supported the Swedish proposal that consid
eration be given to including an allocation for UNITAR in 
the United Nations regular budget since the Institute 
contributed important services to the various United 
Nations bodies. 

26. Mr. KJELDGAARD (Demn;.JTk) said that during the 
period under consideration a large number of training 
programmes had been established within the United 
Nations Secretariat and in a number of specialized agencies 
but it had not been possible to set up a United Nations staff 
college. However, there still remained the important task of 
organizing a number of new and specialized areas of 
training, a task which should be entrusted to UNIT AR. 

27. Concerning UNJTAR News, his delegation had re
ceived with great interest the issue entitled "1l1e Making of 
a Delegate" and felt that it might have been published by 
UNITAR as a separate publication. However, the two other 
issues of UNITAR News, entitled "Technology and Devel
opment" and "Women and the UN," were of less direct 
interest to the pern1anent missions. It was questionable 
whether, at a time of great financial difficulty, UNITAR 
should really put such emphasis on the publication of 
further issues of UNITAR News. 

28. Turning to UNIT AR 's activities in the field of 
research, his delegation would like to stress the need for a 
continuation of the liaison service between the United 
Nations and the world academic community. In view of 
UNIT AR 's financial position. it was important that prior· 
ities' should be established in the research area and that, at 
the same time. research activities should be initiated only in 
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fields which had a direct impact on the work of the United 
Nations. His delegation also questioned the value of the 
project on the special issues concerning the establishment 
of a new international economic order because it found the 
outline of the project far too vague and because those 
questions were already being dealt with in a number of 
agencies within the United Nations system. 

29. With regard to the Project of the Future, his dele
gation could in principle agree with the rough outline given 
in the Executive Director's report (A/10014, chap. IV) 
although it found the specific studies rather incoherent. 

30. With regard to UNITAR's research activity and its 
relations with the United Nations University, he agreed 
with the Executive Director that there was no overlapping 
between the two organizations since the University was 
required to undertake research in pressing global problems, 
a far broader and more academic task than that assigned to 
UNIT AR. That did not exclude the need for a closer link 
between,UNITAR and the United Nations University but it 
seemed clear from the report that such a relationship had 
already been established. 

31. With regard to the financing of UNITAR's activities, 
he pointed out that in 1974 only 39 Member States had 
actually paid contributions to the Institute and that even 
some Western countries had not contributed. In those 
circumstances, his delegation felt that at least a part of 
UNITAR's activities should be financed from the United 
Nations regular budget since it was only by securing a firm 
financial foundation that UNIT AR would be able to carry 
out the necessary long-term planning in its training research 
activities. 

32. Mr. LOBANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) 
said that ·UNIT AR was doing useful work in the fields of 
research and professional training. Recently, it had in
creased the number of seminars not only at Geneva but also 
in New York. Ho,wever, the training programmes and 
seminars, in their present form, were designed mainly for 
young diplomats or the permanent missions to the United 
Nations and that was inadequate. It was important that the 
work of UNIT AR should also be concerned with the 
training of personnel from the developing countries. 

33. UNITAR has been less successful in its attempt to 
organize seminars on more complex subjects for which it 
lacked the necessary experience and consequently had to 
use specialists from outside. He recalled General Assembly 
resolution 3217 (XXIX) in which the Institute was invited 
to organize its work, taking full account of the Declaration 
and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a 
New International Economic Order. He pointed out that so 
far UNIT AR had not organized any course or seminar on 
those problems. 

34. Turning to the Project on the Future, he noted that, 
although UNIT AR had been studying it for four years, it 
still appeared to be in the embryonic stage. In June 1974 
the UNIT AR Conference on the Future had been held and 
a report had been made to the Committee but so far the 
documents of that Conference had not been published. He 
was glad to hear from Mr. Nicol that those documents were 
soon to appear. 

35. He felt that the UNITAR programme, to which the 
Executive Director had referred, was generally satisfactory 
because it was devoted to basic problems related to United 
Nations activities. However, it appeared to suffer from a 
multiplicity of plans and to dissipate its energies on subjects 
of minor importance. Such a multiplicity of plans, when 
coupled with limited material and human resources, was 
inevitably detrimental to the quality of project work. 
Moreover, the activities of UNITAR did not take suf
ficiently into account the progressive decisions adopted at 
the sixth special session of the General Assembly and in 
particular the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of 
States adopted at the twenty-ninth session of the General 
Assembly. 

36. In view of existing possibilities, UNIT AR should give 
priority to promoting the restructuring of international 
economic relations on the basis of the progressive demo
cratic principles incorporated in the Charter of Economic 
Rights and Duties of States and to the strengthening of 
comprehensive economic co-operation and scientific and 
technical co-operation between countries with different 
socio-political systems and different levels of development. 

37. In the selection of its staff, UNIT AR was still not 
taking sufficiently into account the principle of equitable 
geographical distribution, a situation which had a negative 
influence on its work and should be rectified. 

38. With regard to the Institute's financial situation, he 
pointed out that the Soviet Union had supported and 
would continue to support the Institute through annual 
voluntary contributions and hoped that UNITAR would 
use those funds in the most effective manner. In his 
opinion, the present financial arrangements of UNITAR 
should be continued. 

39. Mr. CHRYSANTHOPOULOS (Greece) noted with 
satisfaction that during the period upon consideration 
UNIT AR had increased its effectiveness. 

40. His delegation felt that the training activities of 
UNIT AR should be expanded particularly in view of the 
new obligations placed on the staff of the United Nations 
system for the implementation of the decisions of the sixth 
and seventh special sessions. 

41. The previous year at Geneva some useful steps had 
been taken regarding collaboration in interagency training 
(see A/10014, para. 46). On that point, it should be 
stressed that in the areas of personnel management and 
financial administration there was increased scope for 
interagency training through UNIT AR. 

42. The restructuring of the world economy was bound to 
present the United Nations staff with new problems. His 
delegation hoped that the training of United Nations 
Headquarters staff would be organized on a permanent 
basis so that staff members could be constantly equipped 
with the necessary knowledge to tackle such problems. 

43. His delegation noted with satisfaction the increased 
activities of UNIT AR in the field of regional and profes
sional training. Those initiatives were extremely useful and 
efforts should be made to organize similar programmes for 
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other regions, particularly regions with countries having 
different economic and social systems. 

44. Since the collapse of the Bretton Woods system, a new 
kind of international law was rapidly emerging, as was 
shown by the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of 
States. UNITAR could play an important role in fami
liarizing governmental officials and teachers with those 
dynamic developments in the area of international law. 

45. The Project on the Future would play a useful role if 
it concentrated on a critical review of the premises, 
methodology and findings of studies on global long-term 
developments. The review should be based upon a truly 
global consensus on the future course of the world 
community, in particular of the developing countries. 

46. His delegation found that UNITAR's approach to the 
relationship with the United Nations University was very 
constructive and felt that a proper and efficient division of 
functions between the two bodies should be worked out so 

that they complemented each other in their research 
activities. 

47. Lastly, regarding the financing of UNIT AR's activities, 
his delegation hoped that in 1975 more countries would 
provide financial support that would enhance the research 
and training capacity of UNIT AR. At the same time, it felt 
that the Board of Trustees should spare no effort in raising 
special purpose grants. 

48. Mr. RAJAONARIVELO (Madagascar) proposed that 
the meeting should be adjourned to allow members of the 
Committee who wished to attend the meeting of non
aligned States to be held at 4.30 p.m. in the Economic and 
Social Council Chamber. 

49. The CHAIRMAN said that, if there were no objection, 
he would assume that the Committee agreed to the 
proposal of the representative of Madagascar. 

T11e meeting rose at 4.30 p.m. 

1662nd meeting 
Wednesday, 8 October 1975, at 10.40 a.m. 

Chairman: Mr. Olof RYDBECK (Sweden). 

AGENDA ITEM 57 

United Nations Institute for Training and Research: report 
of the Executive Director (continued) (A/1 0014) 

1. Mr. GORITZA (Romania) noted that, during the period 
covered by the report of the Executive Director of 
UNITAR (A/1 0014), efforts had been made to include in 
the Institute's programme activities relevant to the major 
concerns of the United Nations and its States Members, 
particularly the establishment of a new international 
economic order. TI1at objective opened up many possi
bilities for the implementation of activities that would be 
useful to the Organization, such as studies defining the 
component elements of the concept of the new inter
national economic order and the many problems involved 
in promoting them at the level of international relations. 
Such studies should indicate the central role of the United 
Nations and its capacity to contribute to the establishment 
of new relationships between States. 

2. The activities of UNIT AR relating to the Project on the 
Future should have the same objective. His delegation was 
pleased to note that, in connexion with the Project, the 
Institute was to carry out studies on such very topical 
subjects as energy, food and water resources. That approach 
could be broadened in the future to include within the 
scope of UNITAR's work new topical subjects of interest to 
Member States. 

3. The seven topics discussed at the seventh special session 
of the General Assembly provided an important source of 
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inspiration in that regard; they were international trade, 
development financing, science and technology, indus
trialization, food and agriculture, co-operation among 
developing countries and restructuring of the economic and 
social sectors of the United Nations system. All those 
problems might be the subject of study and research in 
UNIT AR, which could thereby help to implement the 
measures agreed upon at the seventh special session and 
lend support to the efforts of the international community 
to establish a new international economic order. 

4. He announced that the Romanian authorities had 
approved a contribution of 30,000 lei to UNITAR for 1976 
to be used in Romania for doctorate, research and 
specialization programmes or for any other UNIT AR 
activity. 

5. Mr. NANAYAKKARA (Sri Lanka) expressed appre
ciation to the Executive Director for his comprehensive 
report and his introductory statement, at the previous 
meeting, on the work of UNIT AR. The training provided 
by UNIT AR had been extremely useful and had helped to 
fill a gap in the training facilities available, particularly for 
the developing countries. The regular training programmes 
for United Nations delegates and diplomatic personnel had 
served a useful purpose; the proposed junior professional 
trainee programme should give special attention to the 
economic side of the work of the United Nations. Further 
seminars on United Nations documentation would be 
welcome as they would enable governmental agencies 
dealing ;_,ith United Nations matters . to cope ~ith the 
voluminous work involved. His delegatwn appreciated the 




