
204 General Assembly -Thirtieth Session -Second Committee 

1684th meeting 
Thursday, 30 October 1975, at 10.45 a.m. 

Chairman: Mr. Olof RYDBECK (Sweden). 

AGENDA ITEM 58 

Operational activities for development (continued) (A/ 
10003, chap. VI, sect. A): 

(a) United Nations Development Programme (E/5646, 
E/5703/Rev .1 ); 

(b) United Nations Capital Development Fund; 
(c) Technical co-operation activities undertaken by the 

Secretary -General; 
(d) United Nations Volunteers programme (A/C.2/298); 
(e) United Nations Fund for Population Activities; 
(f) United Nations Children's Fund (E/5698, A/C.2/ 

L.l433); 
(g) World Food Programme (A/C.2/L.l427) 

1. Mr. AHEER (Pakistan) said that, while it was important 
to stress the need for rapid and full implementation of the 
guidelines adopted by the Governing Council of UNDP at 
its twentieth session consequent on the Administrator's 
recommendations regarding the new dimensions in tech
nical co-operation (see E/5703/Rev.l ,1 para. 54), it was 
nevertheless necessary to continue to devise new means of 
continuously improving the effectiveness of the operational 
activities of the United Nations development system and 
UNDP's contribution. Among other things, technical assist
ance should be aimed at the expansion and improvement of 
the capacity of the developing countries to carry out 
independently all phases of development projects within an 
integrated planning framework; other development agen
cies could be brought into joint financing projects; there 
should be no hestitation in supporting high-risk and 
high-technology projects; and a much higher proportion of 
the resources of UNDP should be allocated to financing the 
supply of equipment and materials. 

2. He expressed appreciation for the emphasis being laid 
by UNDP on the promotion of technical co-operation 
among developing countries. The United Nations develop
ment system should follow the lead provided by U.NDP and 
make the promotion of technical co-operation among 
developing countries an objective of its over-all programme 
of multilateral co-operation for development. Technical 
co-operation should go beyond the provision of pre
investment services, technical experts and other con
sultative services, into the creation of integrated projects in 
fields in which developing countries lacked the requisite 
technical capacity. One important aspect of technical 
co-operation among developing countries could be the 
promotion of a process of economic integration leading to 
expansion and intensification of exchanges among develop
ing countries in the fields of trade, industry, agriculture, 
science and technology. 

1 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty
ninth Session, Supplement No. 2A. 
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3. Pakistan had consistently supported UNFPA, and took 
the view that the issues relating to population could not be 
considered outside the framework of development. The 
international perspective of population planning should 
therefore take into account not only the size of population 
but also the need to remove obstacles in the way of 
development with a view to the provision of minimum 
levels of consumption. 

4. Although the resources currently available to the 
United Nations Capital Development Fund were very small, 
the large number of countries making contributions pro
vided some encouragement. For its part, Pakistan would 
continue to make its contribution to the Fund, which for 
the current year amounted to 1 million rupees. 

5. He expressed his delegation's satisfaction with the 
expected achievement of the target of $100 million for 
UNICEF programmes for 1975. However, there ought to be 
a further expansion of the role of UNICEF in emergencies, 
and that could be achieved by authorizing the Executive 
Director to divert long-term assistance to emergency pur
poses and enabling UNICEF to play an operational role. 

6. In conclusion, his delegation wished to emphasize the 
importance it attached to the role of the United Nations 
system in the field of development. It endorsed the 
proposals contained in General Assembly resolution 
3362 (S-VII) for the restructuring of the economic and 
social sectors of the United Nations system, and would 
support any measures which could lead to greater efficiency 
in development activities within the framework of the 
decisions adopted at the sixth and seventh special sessions 
of the Assembly. 

7. Mr. BENHOCINE (Algeria) said that his delegation 
supported all the guidelines adopted by the Governing 
Council of UNDP for the future orientation of the 
Programme, especially the first one, which indicated that 
the basic purpose of technical co-operation should be the 
promotion of increasing self-reliance in developing coun
tries with respect both to production and management and 
to design and research, so as to enable them to achieve true 
economic independence and to focus their development as 
they chose. His delegation also welcomed the Governing 
Council's statement that the selection of areas in which to 
seek UNDP assistance should remain the exclusive responsi
bility of Governments. That guideline, which was in 
keeping with the essential requirement of respect for State 
sovereignty, was particularly well-advised in view of the 
obvious fact that only Governments were in a position to 
select, among the objectives of their national development 
plans, the ones most suitable for international co-operation. 
That did not, of course, preclude co-operation between 
UNDP, the executing agencies and Governments with a 
view to optimum utilization of resources. 
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8. Another "dimension" to which his delegation attached 
great importance was the promotion of co-operation among 
developing countries. It therefore agreed with the Govern
ing Council's decision that UNDP should give increased 
support to programmes of technical co-operation among 
developing countries, and it noted with interest the efforts 
made by the Programme to that end. The adoption by 
UNDP of a more liberal policy towards local cost financing 
and the execution of projects by institutions in recipient 
countries were also important new dimensions in technical 
co-operation which should help to enhance the dynamism 
and effectiveness of the Programme. 

9. His delegation greatly appreciated the way in which the 
Programme was carrying out its mandate with regard to 
activities in favour of colonial countries and peoples. 
However, the process of granting UNDP assistance should 
be accelerated and the amount of assistance should be 
greatly increased, so that the most urgent needs could be 
adequately met. In that connexion, his delegation fully 
supported the Governing Council's decision (E/5703/Rev.l, 
para. 187) requesting the Administrator, first, to increase 
the Programme's assistance to the liberation movements 
recognized by OAU which were still struggling for the 
independence of their countries and, secondly, to take into 
account, when revising the indicative planning figures 
(IPFs), the very special problems facing the newly inde
pendent countries. UNDP should also give special attention, 
and make its contribution, to the task of reconstruction 
undertaken by the heroic peoples of lndo-China. 

I 0. With regard to UNICEF, his delegation wished to 
reaffirm its constant support for the Fund and to pay a 
tribute to the work it had accomplished despite the fact 
that its resources were still too limited in relation to the 
magnitude of its task. In order to deal with the alarming 
situation in which millions of children currently found 
themselves, the international community must make even 
greater efforts than in the past. 

11. Another United Nations unit whose operations could 
be vastly increased in scope if it had sufficient financial 
resources was the Office of Technical Co-operation (OTC). 
The Office, which was responsible for the implementation 
of programmes in basic sectors of economic and social 
development, would be unable to increase its contribution 
to the implementation of the resolutions of the sixth and 
seventh special sessions unless it was provided with addi
tional institutional, material and financial resources. 

12. Algeria, which had participated in the establishment of 
the United Nations Capital Development Fund, was pleased 
to note that the Fund had become operational, and it 
hoped that all countries, including developed countries, 
would make larger contributions to the Fund. 

13. His delegation assured the Executive Director of 
UNFPA of its co-operation in the activities he had 
undertaken to implement the decisions of the World 
Population Conference, held at Bucharest from 19 to 30 
August 1974. 

14. Mr. RAJAONARIVELO (Madagascar) said it was 
heartening to see that the international economic and social 
agencies were trying to adapt themselves as much as 

possible to the requirements of the new international 
economic order. General Assembly resolution 
3362 (S-VII) had specified the priority areas on which the 
international community should focus its efforts. It was 
now for the United Nations system, in close collaboration 
with the agencies concerned and Governments, to take the 
necessary measures and carry out the required restructuring 
to make the Organization an effective instrument of 
development and international co-operation. 

15. The Malagasy delegation had noted the report on the 
twentieth session of the UNDP Governing Council and 
endorsed the decisions taken at the session, particularly 
those regarding the future role of UNDP in world develop
ment. It was in the general interest for technical co
operation to aim principally at helping the developing coun
tries to progress on their own, particularly by increasing 
their production capacity and their resources and by devel
oping the managerial skills, the technical and administrative 
capabilities and the research facilities required by the 
development process. Similarly, it was essential that the 
choice of the priority sectors in which UNDP aid would be 
requested should remain the exclusive responsibility of the 
Governments of the recipient countries, that technical 
co-operation be considered from the viewpoint of the 
finished product and not in terms of inputs and that it be 
provided at all levels and at all stages of development, 
including project planning, pre-feasibility studies and feasi
bility studies. 

16. His Government attached considerable importance to 
the questions of country programming and project execu
tion. In that connexion, the Malagasy Programming Com
mittee had considered, on the basis of the IPF allocated to 
Madagascar under the second UNDP country programming 
cycle, that in view of tl.e serious effects which fluctuations 
in the value of the dollar could have on project implementa
tion it would be desirable for the funds made available to 
Governments to be expressed in special drawing rights for 
Governments which so requested. With regard to project 
implementativn, his delegation was firmly convinced that 
pre-investment studies would be more valuable if UNDP 
were to participate directly in the financing of follow-up 
activities. The vast resources needed for the studies were 
sometimes wasted, because the difficulties encountered by 
the Government in finding financing for the follow-up 
activities, and the resulting delay, altered the situation 
which had prevailed during the pre-investment phase. In 
addition, it should be emphasized that delays in recruiting 
experts could also affect project implementation. The 
Malagasy delegation believed that the executing agency 
itself should at the appropriate time submit to Govern
ments a list of experts on the basis of which the national 
authorities could make their choice. 

17. Mr. ROUGE (France) said that the changing ideas 
about the nature and the objectives of development, which 
had been illustrated in the texts adopted at the sixth and 
seventh special sessions of the General Assembly, were 
clearly reflected in the report on new dimensions in 
technical co-operation adopted by the UNDP Governing 
CounciJ.2 A typical example was the report's definition of 
such co-operation: "The purpose of technical co-operation _ 

2 DP/114. 
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may be defined as the promotion of increasing self-reliance 
in regard to the managerial, technical, administrative and 
research capabilities required to formulate and implement 
development plans and policies, including the management 
and development of appropriate institutions and enter
prises". 

18. The discovery of the interdependence among sovereign 
States was reflected in the growing importance attached to 
the collective aspect of the effort to be undertaken for the 
development of each people. Technical co-operation among 
developing countries gave full meaning to the action taken 
by each third world Government to mobilize national 
resources. It should be recognized, however, that collective 
self-reliance of a group of States was not a realistic 
objective and was not even intrinsically desirable: the entire 
international community must be associated in the struggle 
for development and all States must contribute in the light 
of their own experience and in proportion to their available 
resources. 

19. The growing acceptance of an integrated concept of 
development was also welcome: while the establishment of 
a new international economic order was essential to 
development, it should not be forgotten that development 
also had a social dimension which should not be overlooked 
if the goal was to assist "the whole man and all men". The 
action taken by UNICEF, in liaison with WHO, to 
determine the basic health facilities needed in villages and 
shanty-towns was an example of what should be done in 
that regard. 

20. In order to implement that renewed and enriched 
concept of development, it would be necessary to restruc
ture certain sectors of the United Nations system. In that 
connexion, his delegation wished to stress that it was still in 
favour of a consolidation of funds and decentralization of 
implementation towards the specialized agencies and the 
recipient States or groups of States. With regard to the 
institutional aspect of the problem, consideration should be 
given, in particular, to a review of the working methods of 
the intergovernmental organs concerned. Those organs 
should be prepared to amend their practices, and the 
necessary reforms should be studied in close liaison with all 
the executing agencies. 

21. His delegation appreciated the role played by the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs, particularly in 
planning, but still believed that it would be logical to 
pursue technical co-operation activities within the frame
work of UNDP programmes and to abandon the practice 
whereby they were financed partly from the regular 
budget-a practice which was outmoded and contrary to 
the existing rules. 

22. Mr. KOROMA (Sierra Leone) said that the establish
ment of a new international economic order and the 
dawning of a new era in international economic relations 
placed enormous responsibilities on United Nations organs 
such as UNDP and UNIDO which had to reappraise the 
entire system previously used to promote the advancement 
of the developing countries. In addition, it was currently 
necessary to revise the outdated and erroneous view that all 
the developing countries should go through the same 
successive phases of development and to revise the pre-

vailing ideas about development planning, growth, effi
ciency, competition and organization. The evils of eco
nomic growth had been overlooked in the past and 
attention had been diverted from inequities of income 
distribution, power and wealth. Just as growth was mean
ingless if it was not designed to improve the quality of life, 
so economic efficiency was to be condemned if it was used 
to justify inhuman practices. In the case of the developing 
countries, more emphasis should be placed on cultural 
integration, by means of which many of the differences 
between society and the individual could be reconciled. 

23. UNDP must adopt more meaningful strategies, such as 
regional economic integration, which made it possible to 
increase the effectiveness of development efforts by pooling 
resources and co-ordinating goals. 

24. With regard to population activities, his delegation 
believed that a valid population policy should be based on a 
wider development policy. The participants in the Bu
charest Conference had had the courage to recognize that, 
for all its limited success, the approach advocated by many 
population experts was hardly satisfactory. The reason was 
simply that there had been too much concentration on 
birth control, although that solution could solve only an 
infinitesimal part of the problems facing the developing 
countries. Those countries would have to plan their 
economic and social development in such a way as to 
absorb the inevitable population increases-which in some 
developing countries were actually necessary. 

25. His delegation was firmly convinced of the need to 
change aid arrangements and development programmes in 
general, so that de··elopment would no longer be considered 
as synonymous with economic growth, which was often of 
benefit to only a privileged sector of the population. 

26. Mr. DINKA (Ethiopia) said that his country was 
benefiting from the development assistance activities of 
United Nations agencies and was looking forward to even 
closer co-operation with them in the future. 

27. His Government was taking action to meet the ,urgent 
needs of the poorest and most vulnerable sections of its 
population and to increase mass participation in the 
country's development process. Since its own means were 
not sufficient for the task, it hoped that the agencies of the 
United Nations and all friendly countries would help it in 
achieving that noble goal. 

28. He welcomed the progressive proposals made in the 
UNDP Governing Council's report on its twentieth session 
and was particularly pleased with the decision concerning 
the assistance to drought-stricken African countries (E/ 
5703/Rev.l, para. 208), such as Ethiopia, in accordance 
with the provisions of section X of General Assembly 
resolution 3202 (S-VI). 

29. His delegation was gratified to note that United 
Nations agencies, particularly UNDP, were doing their best 
to adjust their activities to the changing concepts and 
attitudes regarding development; it hoped that that process 
would fully reflect the spirit of the new international 
economic order and the decisions taken at the sixth and 
seventh special sessions of the General Assembly. In that 
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connexion, it welcomed the innovative ideas adopted by 
the Governing Council, especially the "new dimensions" in 
technical co-operation, and recognized the need to increase 
the capacity of developing countries to rely on their own 
efforts. Independently of the quality of the assistance it 
provided, UNDP played a co-ordinating role of major 
importance at the regional and country levels in the chain 
of development assistance efforts. In addition, there was no 
doubt that by decentralizing its activities, the Programme 
would reduce expenditures and increase its administrative 
efficiency. 

30. At a time when everyone was speaking about an 
integrated approach to development problems, there was a 
proliferation of agencies and funds both within and outside 
the United Nations system. He was convinced that existing 
agencies could perform additional tasks with a minimum of 
adaptation to new demands. It was therefore necessary to 
bring more cohesion to the structure of the current 
development assistance system, within which UNDP would 
play the prominent and central role to which its long 
experience and the high technical competence of its staff 
entitled it. That would not, however, prejudice the position 
his delegation intended to adopt concerning the restructur
ing of the economic and social sectors of_ the United 
Nations system. 

/ ----------- _____.._. 
31. Recalling that the second programming cycle 
(1977-198l)_wasnot far away, he expressed the hope that 
the traditional donors and other countries in a position to 
do so would take the necessary steps to provide the 
Programme with additional resources for that period; he 
further hoped that the largest share of those resources 
would be devoted to aid activities in behalf of the least 
advanced of the developing countries. His Government 
would contribute to UNDP to the extent of its ability. 

32. With regard to the activities of UNICEF, he noted 
with concern the deterioration of the living conditions of 
children in the least advanced of the developing countries 
and believed that UNICEF's services in that respect were 
more essential than ever. He therefore hoped that all 
countries able to do so would respond favourably to 
UNICEF's appeal. 

33. On the subject of technical co-operation, he said that 
the Office of Technical Co-operation should give priority to 
helping the developing countries acquire techniques suited 
to their particular needs, and he appealed to the tech
nologically developed countries to co-operate in that sphere 
with OTC. 

34. Mr. BELINGA (United Republic of Cameroon) said 
that his Government, appreciative of the fruitful contribu
tion made to it by UNDP, attached great importance to the 
operational activities of the United Nations system, as it 
had just demonstrated by renewing, in spite of difficulties 
due to the economic crisis and the drought, its financial 
contribution to the Programme and to the other agencies of 
the system. 

35. Concerning the future role of UNDP, which was dealt 
with in chapter I! of document E/5703/Rev .1, he observed 
that since the establishment of the United Nations the 
problems of development had become, especially under the 

impetus of the decolonization movement, one of the major 
concerns of the international community. For that reason, 
the operational activities of United Nations agencies had 
steadily expanded, as confirmed by the fact that expendi
ture covered by extrabudgetary funds from voluntary 
contributions represented about two thirds of the total 
expenditure of the agencies of the United Nations, if the 
monetary agencies were excluded. 

36. In connexion with the proliferation of voluntary 
funds, there was reason to wonder whether the disad
vantages of that process might not outweigh the expected 
advantages, as suggested by the Administrator of UNDP 
when he had said that the proliferation and fragmentation 
of special development funds and institutions were begin
ning to interfere with the efficiency of aid. Thus there was 
a need for restructuring, in which UNDP would play an 
important role in co-ordinating and centralizing develop
ment assistance activities. 

37. His delegation was very appreciative of the adjustment 
efforts being made by the Programme to redefine the 
concept of technical co-operation and to revise its role so as 
better to meet the needs of the developing countries; it 
therefore supported the decision to that effect taken by the 
Governing Council. In that connexion, it believed that 
UNDP assistance should take on new dimensions, in the 
light of the orientation and basic principles defined in the 
Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establish
ment of a New International Economic Order (General 
Assembly resolutions 320 l (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI)). The 
Programme should also proceed to formulate new policies 
and define new methods which would truly enable the 
developing countries to achieve economic independence. 

38. The activities of UNDP had thus far been oriented 
chiefly towards technical assistance and pre-investment 
assistance. In the future the Programme must devote its 
attention to investment assistance; in other words, it 
should, as far as possible, provide technical assistance at the 
identification, preparation, pre-feasibility and feasibility 
stages of projects. He also welcomed the fact that among 
the general guidelines adopted by the Governing Council at 
its twentieth session, the idea of promoting self-sufficiency 
had been given a prominent place. 

39. In connexion with the Programme's activities in 1974, 
he recalled how effectively the delegation of powers to 
resident representatives enabled them to meet the needs of 
the developing countries; he believed,however, that instead 
of being limited to project approval, such delegation of 
powers should be extended to project review for projects 
whose initial value did not exceed $150,000. Moreover, the 
increased responsibility of resident representatives called 
for a review or redefinition of their role. They should 
become the official spokesmen or co-ordinators of the 
development activiiies of United Nations agencies. Ac
cordingly, everything possible should be done to implement 
in that respect the 1970 Consensus and General Assembly 
resolution 2688 (XXV), to which it was annexed. 

40.' With regard to measures taken in behalf of countries 
and peoples still under foreign domination, he recalled that 
those countries had humanitarian problems which urgently 
needed to be solved by the national liberation movements, 
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and he welcomed the contribution being made to them by 
UNDP and the close co-operation it had just established 
with OAU to that end. 

41. His delegation also noted with satisfaction the assist
ance given by the Programme to peoples which had just 
achieved independence or were about to achieve it after 
centuries of shameless exploitation; in that connexion, he 
emphasized the importance of the decision taken by the 
Governing Council at its twentieth session (E/5703/Rev .1, 
para. 187) when it had adopted IPFs for Angola, Guinea
Bissau, Mozambique, Namibia and Sao Tome and Principe. 
However, in view of the vast problems of reconstruction 
confronting the colonial countries, it was urgent that 
justice-loving countries sh·Juld contribute still more to the 
general resources of UNDP and make generous contribu
tions to the Trust Fund created in behalf of colonial 
countries. 

42. With reference to the problems which the drought
stricken regions of Africa had to face, he pointed out that 
Cameroon, although it had not been declared a disaster area 
as had the countries of the Sahel, was nonetheless suffering 
from a drought in the northern part of the country; for that 
reason, his delegation wished to stress how much it 
appreciated the fact that the Governing Council of UNDP 
had adopted a decision in favour of increased assistance for 
the drought-stricken countries. Furthermore, it urged that 
the Second Committee should adopt a resolution requesting 
that the Governing Council of UNDP, when fixing IPFs at 
its January 1976 session, should take into account the 
situation of the drought-stricken countries and of the 42 
countries most seriously affected by the current crisis.3 

43. Finally, his delegation expressed the hope that 
Member States, by increasing their voluntary contributions, 
would enable UNDP to respond effectively to the expecta· 
tions of the developing countries and to discharge the role 
that had been assigned to it. 

44. Mr. WONG (Singapore) said that, on the question of 
increasing the efficiency of development assistance, strong 
and valid arguments had been put forward for increased 
co-ordination of activities and perhaps even consolidation 
of United Nations funding agencies, as well as for reforms 
designed to achieve a greater degree of specialization. The 
necessary decision might well emerge as a result of the 
current examination of the restructuring of the economic 
and social sectors of the United Nations system. 

45. His Government attached great importance to the 
activities of UNDP which, through the flexibility of its 
operations and its adaptability to changing circumstances, 
was making a vital contribution to the development effort. 
His delegation therefore fully endorsed the decision taken 
by the Governing Council on the "new dimensions" in 
technical co-operation. It considered that the principle of 
self-reliance was the fundamental element on which a 
progressive society could be built. Special mention should 
also be given to the importance of the principle that 
Governments of recipient countries should assume sole 

3 See Official Records of the General Assembly. Thirtieth Session, 
Supplement No. 1, chap. Vlll. 

responsibility for the identification of the areas in which 
UNDP assistance was sought. 

46. Turning to UNICEF, he said that the deteriorating 
situation of children in developing countries demanded the 
immediate and full attention of the world community. His 
Government reiterated its strong support for UNICEF to 
which it hoped to continue to be able to make significant 
contributions. It also recognized the merits of the policy of 
decentralizing the field activities of UNICEF. Moreover, the 
proposal to use local manpower and auxiliary paraprofes
sional staff to provide children with essential services 
should be carefully studied by the participating countries. 

4 7. With regard to UNFPA, he noted with satisfaction that 
a significant improvement had been achieved in the rate of 
implementation of its projects, an achievement which was 
all the more impressive because the administrative costs of 
UNFP A amounted to less than 5 per cent of the total 
annual allocations. Turning to the world population issue, 
he stressed that, if the rapid rate of population growth 
remained unchecked, many parts of the world, particularly 
the developing countries, would be faced with increasingly 
difficult development problems. In that respect, it was 
impossible to over-emphasize the interrelationship between 
population planning policies and the attainment of eco
nomic and social objectives. Singapore was seeking to 
achieve zero population growth as soon as possible; it was 
in that light that UNFPA should define the priorities 
governing its future activities. 

48. Mr. KUDRY AVTSEV (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic) felt that UNDP encouraged international eco
nomic co-operation and made it possible to channel aid to 
the developing countries which were fighting against eco
nomic neo-colonialism and the domination of foreign 
monopolies. It was now important that the activities of 
UNDP should be based on the decisions and resolutions 
adopted by the General Assembly at its sixth and seventh 
special sessions and on the provisions of the Charter of 
Economic Rights and Duties of States and thus help to 
initiate the new international economic order. It should be 
emphasized that the current international situation fa
voured the solution of the problems of international 
economic co-operation, such as the problem of energy, the 
threat of hunger and the protection of the environment, 
which were a source of concern for the whole world. The 
era was characterized by a general trend in favour of 
international peace and security, which were essential for 
the co-operation of all countries. Following the colonialist 
and imperialist policies of certain Powers, the developing 
countries had fallen a long way behind, and the strength
ening of peace and security for them was of special 
importance. The concepts of peace and war were not 
abstract ideas for the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, for it had lost about a quarter of its population 
during the Second World War; he was gratified to note the 
efforts made in recent years to establish world peace. The 
Governments of the Western countries had understood that 
it was dangerous to continue the cold war and there was 
currently a trend towards detente between countries with 
different social and economic systems, as had been shown 
by the convening of the Conference on Security and 
Co-operation in Europe. A certain Power had vainly tried to 
prevent the Conference from meeting and was seeking to 
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impede the establishment of world peace, but nothing 
could change the course of world history. In that respect, 
his delegation stressed the vital need to adopt effective 
measures to halt· the arms race, which was diverting 
enormous resources towards warlike ends. He pointed out 
that the Soviet delegation had proposed, at the twenty
eighth session (resolution 3093 (XXVIII)), that the States 
permanent members of the Security Council should reduce 
their military budgets by 10 per cent to help the developing 
countries. Efforts should be made in that direction as was 
stipulated in article 15 of the Charter of Economic Rights 
and Duties of States. 

49. With regard to UNDP, he noted that, in accordance 
with its terms of reference, it .was financed by voluntary 
contributions; it was a universal body which provided 
assistance to developing countries in the light of their 
national development plans; and the execution of its 
programmes must be entrusted to the most highly qualified 
experts, recruited in accordance with the principle of 
equitable geographical distribution. In order to improve its 
technical assistance activities, UNDP had streamlined its 
organizational structures and decided on a policy of 
decentralization. Moreover, as was shown in the report of 
the Governing Council on its twentieth session, it had taken 
measures in favour of colonial countries and peoples and 
had contacted national liberation movements recognized by 
OAU. Generally speaking, his delegation supported the 
proposal of the Administrator to the effect that the 
technical co-operation activities of UNDP should not be 
confined to the pre-investment stage and that the Pro
gramme should provide the necessary assistance from the 
identification stage, through the stage of preparation, to the 
fmal management of projects. In that context, his delega
tion favoured the implementation of pilot projects in 
co-operation with scientific research institutes of the 
developing countries and also supported co-operation be
tween UNDP and the regional commissions. 

50. Country programming occupied an essential place 
among the activities of UNDP. In that respect, it was 
important that IPFs should be closely linked to national 
development plans and even integrated with them. Further
more, the resident representatives of UNDP should play 
only an advisory role and should not interfere in the 
domestic affairs of the recipient countries. Finally, the 
recipient countries should not be required to reconcile their 
national programming cycles with the plans of UNDP. 

51. UNDP should help to improve the industrial develop· 
ment possibilities of the developing countries in order to 
ensure the material well-being of their peoples. The number 
of projtcts entrusted to UNIDO should accordingly be 
increased and UNDP should set aside more substantial 
resources for industrial development. UNDP could also 
initiate a greater number of pilot projects in the industrial 
sector; it would certainly exert a more positive influence on 
the economy of the developing countries if its pre
investment projects were better adapted to industrial 
projects planned as part of national development pro
grammes. 

52. It was unfortunate that UNDP had spent only 47 per 
cent of its country programming funds and had fallen 

behind in the execution of its projects. On the subject of 
UNDP resources, he did not think that the Programme 
should seek funds from transnational corporations or the 
World Bank, whose activities were designed to make profits 
whereas UNDP should be guided by the interests of the 
developing countries; it should therefore mobilize the 
internal resources of the countries it was assisting and help 
them to benefit from the experience of the economically 
advanced countries. His delegation could not agree with the 
Administrator's proposal to establish norms for increasing 
contributions to UNDP, for that system would be incom
patible with the principle of voluntary contributions to the 
Programme. Furthermore, it considered it unfortunate that 
certain administrative expenses should take up more than a 
quarter of UNDP's resources and that the principle of 
equitable geographical distribution was not implemented 
with regard to the appointment of experts, allocation of 
subcontracts, and purchases of supplies in different coun
tries. UNDP should also discontinue assistance to the 
Chilean junta and the South Korean regime, and should 
increase its assistance to n:}tionalliberation movements. 

53. In conclusion he pointed out that the socialist 
countries were supporting the struggle against colonialism 
and neo-colonialism of the developing countries, to which 
they were giving substantial technical and economic assist
ance, not because they had surplus funds to invest but 
because they were dedicated to the cause of the peoples of 
those countries. Therein lay the difference between the 
development aid system of the socialist countries and that 
of the capitalist countries. 

54. Mr. CABRIC (Yugoslavia) wished to thank the Admin
istrator of UNDP, the Executive Director of UNICEF, the 
Commissioner for Technical Co-operation and the Co· 
ordinator of the United Nations Volunteers programme, for 
their illuminating introductory statements on the activities 
of their respective organizations during the period under 
review. All those organizations were endeavouring to adapt 
their work to the demands made by the General Assembly 
at its sixth and seventh special sessions and to participate in 
activities connected with the establishment of the new 
international economic order. 

55. Although Yugoslavia was not a member of the 
Governing Council of UNDP, it had followed the proce
edings of its twentieth session with interest. It welcomed 
the streamlining of UNDP's activities with a view to 
achieving the objectives of the first programming cycle and 
also the fact that the future role of UNDP had been 
successfully determined through the formulation of new 
dimensions in technical co-operation. With regard to the 
general guidelines for the future activity of the Programme, 
his delegation attached particular importance to the de
cision that technical co·operation should be seen in terms 
of output or the results to be achieved, rather than in terms 
of input. It also felt that the decision that UNDP should 
more often collaborate with capital assistance sources was a 
very important one, as it would mean that fewer projects 
would remain unimplemented for want of financial re
sources or for lack of co-ordination. 

56. With regard to technical co-operation among develop
ing countries his delegation agreed that an important aspect 
of the role of UNDP was to serve as a catalyst and promoter 
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of technical capacities in developing countries, as was stated 
in paragraph 315 of the report of the Governing Council on 
its twentieth session. UNDP had already taken some steps 
towards implementing the provisions of General Assembly 
resolution 3251 (XXIX), but technical co-operation among 
developing countries was still only a marginal activity of 
UNDP. That situation must be changed and the special unit 
in UNDP responsible for the promotion of technical 
co-operation among developing countries must be awarded 
an adequate place and role. 

57. His delegation hoped that UNDP would devote all the 
necessary attention and help to the preparation of the 
regiom.l meetings and global symposium on technical co
operation among developing countries. Such meetings 
would provide UNDP with new ideas about the possibilities 
offered by such co-operation, and that would enable it to 
make an even greater contribution to the establishment of 
the new international economic order. There would be a 
further opportunity to consider the problem of technical 
co-operation among developing countries, in the most 
concrete manner, at the next session of the Governing 
Council, so that any possible misunderstandings might be 
eliminated. 

58. His delegation was satisfied with the progress achieved 
by the United Nations Capital Development Fund, for 
which the Yugoslav Government would continue to provide 
financial support within the limits of its ability. However, 
progress was still inadequate and further efforts must be 
made to show that the doubts expressed by the Administra
tion itself and by many developed countries as to the 
necessity for the existence of such a fund were unfounded. 

59. There was no need to stress that the over-all activities 
of UNDP, including the implementation of the general 
guidelines contained in the new dimensions, depended 
entirely on the availability of resources. In that connexion 
he drew attention to General Assembly resolution 
3362 (S-VII), section 11, paragraph 6. For its part, his 
Government would continue to increase its contributions to 
UNDP so as to become a net contributor, as it had pledged, 
by the beginning of the following year. 

60. In his introductory statement Mr. Peterson had spoken 
of a focused role for UNDP in its technical co-operation 
with Governments. Progress still needed to be made in that 
area, especially now that all available forces had to be 
mobilized to accomplish the tasks set by the General 
Assembly at its sixth and seventh special sessions. The 
Governing Council of UNDP, and the Economic and Social 
Council, would have to take that question as a central 
theme at one of their forthcoming sessions so that the 

General Assembly could adopt appropriate decisions at its 
thirty-first regular session. In his delegation's opinion there 
was no doubt that that question should be the subject of a 
detailed study, which should be prepared by the Admin
istrator in co-operation with the agencies directly con
cerned and in consultation with the Governments of 
Member States. It would no doubt have to be considered 
within the framework of the Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of the 
United Nations System. 

61. UNICEF deserved the greatest praise for its accom
plishments; it was encouraging to see that more and more 
countries were showing their readiness to participate more 
actively, through UNICEF, in the solution of the problems 
of children. Yugoslavia was a member of the Executive 
Board of UNICEF and would spare no effort to contribute, 
within the limits of its ability, to the strengthening of the 
Fund, so that it might cope even more successfully with the 
increasing number of problems confronting it. His Govern
ment would participate in the 1975 Pledging Conference 
for UNICEF and would announce its contribution at that 
time. 

Organization of work 

62. The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Committee 
should complete its consideration of item 58 (Operational 
activities for development) on Friday, 31 October, com
plete consideration of item 56 (United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization) on Monday, 3 November, and 
complete item 63 (Office of the United Nations Disaster 
Relief Co-ordinator) on Thursday, 6 November, on the 
understanding that night meetings might be required during 
that week in order to meet those deadlines. He also 
proposed that the Committee should take action on Friday, 
7 November, on the following draft resolutions: "Rec
onstitution of the United Nations/F AO Intergovernmental 
Committee of the World Food Programme as a Committee 
on Food Aid Policies and Programmes" (A/C.2/L.l427); 
"Dissemination of information and mobilization of public 
opinion regarding the United Nations Habitat and Human 
Settlements Foundation", the adoption of which was 
recommended by the Governing Council of UNER in 
decision 39 (Ill) (A/10025, annex I); "The expansion of 
basic services for children in developing countries" (A/C.2/ 
L.1433); "Identification of the least developed among the 
developing countries" (A/C.2/L.1432), and on any other 
draft resolution which might be ready for consideration. 

It was so decided. 

The meeting rose at 12.55 p.m. 




