JNITED NATIONS

CONOMIC
AND
SOCIAL COUNCIL

Distr'
GENERAL

E/CN,2/128
8 October 1952

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Sixth session

2 PFebruary 1953 ‘

Item 11(g) of the provisioral agends

SITUATION VITH

CONVENRION Off 'S IRTAS-OOVENNMENTAL

CONSULTATIVG ORGANTZATLON

REESPECT TO BATIFICATION OF TUE

____;Ef UCT 1952

R +
JARITILE

e Decratar .Ceneral

Tlote by 4
I. RATIFICADTIONS

At the time of the fifth sesgion of the Commiesion (19-28 larch 1951), the

Convention on the Irier-governmental lMaritire Consuliative Organization had been

ratified by six countries:
Kingdom and the United States of Lrmerica.
ratifications have been received:

Israel.

Canada, Greece, Ireland, the Fetheriands, the United
Since then, five additional
those of Australia, Belgium, Burma, France and

Thus, at the time of writing this note, the Convention has been ratified.

by eleven countries of which six (Canada, France, Greece, the Netherlands, the
United Kingdom and the United States of'America) each Lave a total tonnage of not

less than 1,000,000 gross tons of shipping,

It may be added that in Argentina the Congress adopted a law (No. 13,910 of

13 August 1950) approving the ratification of ti

was passed on 2 Septerber 1652 which authorizes
instruments of ratification of these countries,
80 far with the Secretarv-leneral of the United

According to article 60 of the Convention,

force on the date when 21 states of which seven

In Haiti, a law
The
however, have not been deposited

e Convention,

the ratification,

Hatlons,
the latier "shall enter into
shall each have a total tonnage

of not less than 1,000,000 gross tons of shipping, Lave become pariies to the

Convention..."
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II, STEPS TAXEN BY GOVERNMEIIX

The Secretary-General had, in due tire, drawn tue attention of the ieumber
Governments to resolution 298 B {XI) "Situation in resrect of retification of the
Convention on the Inter-governmental Maritime Consultative Organization", adopted
by the Economic and Social Council cn 12 Juiy 1950,

Furthermore, the inquiry mentioned in resclution 2 alopted by the Cormission
at its fifth session was sent by the Becrelary-General to tihe lember Govermnents
which had not so far ratified the Conventlieon, concerning the steps they have
taken to do so,

In reply to these cormunicetions, inloruetion hus Leen rsceived as of
1 October 132 from the following countries, The date on which the reply was made
is indicated after the nare of tie countr,

Afghanistan o o o o 4 o « s 8 o = = 20 February 1651
BelZiUl o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o« 2% May 1951
BUITIZ ¢ o o o o o ¢ o o 2 ¢ s o« a » o o 15 &and 29 kay 1951

Chind o « » ¢« s o s ¢ o s s v s ¢ » "c 8 Avgust 1951

.
L]
e,

France s s o s 6 8 8 s 5 s % s e e e 2 May 1951
INGia ¢ o o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ v o 5 a o o » & 30 AugHSt 1951

LuenibDOUTE o o « o o « s« o o & o o s o L2 Sepietber 1950
11 April 1951

Pakistan e e @ 6 8 & ® & % 8 ¢ ® vV e & 25 August 1951

Phil'ppines e e o o s s s s s s e s o o 10 Uctober 1950
1% January 1951

SWEAETl s o o o o o s o o o o o o s o « 24 Seprember 1951
TUrkC@Y o o o » ¢ o o o ¢ o o 2 o o ¢ o 22 June 1951
Union of South Africa o« o o o « o o o » 1 August 1951
In addition, informotion has been received concerning steps taken by two
non-menber governrents: Italy (March 1952) znd Switzerland (October 1951).
Among the countries ligted above, the following have ratified the Convention
since their replies wers sent out: Delgium, Zurra, France,
In the other countries, tie position as degerived in the replias is the
following: -
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The Government of Pakistan has decided to defer ratificatior. of the Convention
till such time as the requisite number of the major maritime countries
possessing more than one million tons gross of shipping ratify it., In Turkey, the
Convention is being studied by the competent authorities and additional
information on the subJect will be sent to the Fecretary-Gereral.

The Chinese Government has not yet decided as to its acceptance of the
Convention at this time, The Govermment cf India has still under consideration
the question of ratifying tue Conventlon; it is tzlking the necessary steps to
consult the intereste concerned and to go through other necessary formalities to
enable it to arrive at a decisicn in the watter as ecrly as possible. The
Swedish Governnernt has not as yet taken a definite pesition on the question of
the adhesion by Sweden to the Comvention. OFf special Irpceritance in that
connexion is the position token by cther Scandinavian countries,

Afghanistan has no port and fcr that reascn is unable to ratify the
Convention, As Luxeubourg lies no ceacoast and no shipping, the Govermment of
Luxembourg has no direct interest in the matter, The Philippine Governrent is not
at presznt in a positlion to consider favourably reanbersnlpy in the Ipter~
governmental Maritire Consultative Organizastion, The Government of the Union of
South Africa does nct intend, at this stage, to accede to the Convention,

The information regzarding the posiiticn in Italy and Switzerland is as
follows. In Italy, parliarentary action for spproving ratvification has already
been initiated but, duve to the fact that the procedure for ratification must go
through its necessary stages, it is unlilkely that the instruwent will be deposited
in the very near future, In Switrerland, the bill concerning maritive navigation
will presumably be discussed by Parliament within tie next year (i.e. 1052), 1If
the law is passed, the ratification of the Convention will probably take place

in 1953, unless something unforeseen arises,
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III. SUBJECTS REFERRED TO IMCO

By resolution 298 B (XI) mentioned above, the Economic and Social Council
had instructed the Cecretary-General to draw the attention of Member Govermments
to the fact theat the handling of urgent and important problems such as the
unification of maritime tonnage measuwrement and the pollution cof sea water was
dependent upon the establishment of IMCCO and that,'therefore, an early establish-
ment of IMCO was desirable, )

It may be pointed out that, in addition to the two problems specifically
nmentioned in this resolution, s nirker of subjects have been referred to IMCO.

The Internatiocral Conventlon on Safsty of Life at csa (London, 1948), which
is to come into force on 19 Noverber 1952, essigns important duties to IMCO and
its Maritime Safety Committee. This Conveution also providss (article XV) for
interim arrangements unless and umtil IMCO tekes ovér the duties assigned to 1it.

The Preparatory Ccumittee of Ixperts con Co-ordination of Safety at Sea
and in the Air, which met in London (27 Jenuary - 6 February 1948) proposed in
its report general measures for assuring such cc-ordination in the future among
the interested agencies: the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICA0),
the maritime organization to be set up by the then forthcoming United Nations
Maritime Conference (in other words: IMCO), the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) end the International Metecrological Crganization (IMO) /now World
Meteorological Organization (WMQl?L The Transport and Cormunications Commission
at its third session (Lake Success, 21-30 March 1949) recommended in a resolution
that these measures "should be followed bty the organizations in co-ordinating
.théir work on all problens of interest to two or more of the orgesnizations."

-The Economic and Social Council, by resolution 227 E (IX) of 12 August 1949,
Instructed the Secretary-Ceneral to bring the resolution of the Commission to
the attention of each of the crganizations represented at the Preparatory
Committee,

Since then, the absence of an intergoverumentel organization competent
for maritime questions has been publicly regretted many times by other organizs-
tions as it prevented joint action from being taken on such urgent matters as,
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‘secxrch znd rescue, improvements in combined meritime and ceronawtical Aistress
operations on hich fraquericies, information on ghip's coursec an® speed in ship's
wecther veporte. For examplc, inm 1951, both the Afministretive Council of the
TNV ond the Council of ICAO moted that 1t had been imprecticeble to imploment
recormshdation No. 7 of the Internz tionol Adminis tretive Aeronauntical Raﬁ io
Conference of the ITU rcloting to the co-ordination of the telacommications of
the aeronautic%l end maritime seyvices far the requircments of Suleu,)r at sea by
the convenine) of experts from ITU, IC,O wld IMCO, inasmuch as IMCO had ‘not yet
started iunctiOn‘nL,. 1/ The ICAO Seorch and Rescue Division decided g.t its_fourth
session (Montreal, September 1951) to strile from its work list the sub,jééz&
"Study of sezrch end rescuse proolems fequ.aring co~-ordination with other o
international oygenizetions, such s INCO, ITU end IMO (now WMD) ",

Co-ordinution in fields other thon safety wos tlso mede difficult ir not
dmpossible, by the fuct that there was no organizetion available for consultatior
on the wax rtime c8pects ol the proo,ucmé under consideration.

‘During recont years, the World Health Orgenization (WEO) hoe been preparing
Intermationel Sanitcry Regulations (v hich heve come into force on 1 October 1952,
end "Provisions on saf‘ety end scnitery stonderde for pilorim ships &nd 4“or
’an‘crwf’c c'xrrylng, _@ilgrims In go ﬂoinu, it hes ondeavoured ko obtuin the
co -oporetion of mumt:ime intcres w8 th:oough en’internationol ox gc,nizamon in the
Same woy o8 it has obta incd +he co-oneration of aviation e*cperts through ICAO
This, hovfa'ver, was not feasible due to ‘the fret that IMCO is not yet functioning.

| Thé Internationzl Redio Conference of the ITU (Atlentic City, 1947) adopted
& recommendation suggesting "thnt the Iniermationcl Code of Signals Commi ttee
shi>vd afxiliute with the Inwrnatioml Mrritime Organization upon the formation
o‘r" thé la+'ber . ‘ '

L, . ACTION TAIZN CONCERNITG AN EARLY IETA "'ISMI‘}’I‘ OF IMCO.

In the memoranﬁum—/ the Secretar:;ra(}pneml subm;{tted to the mconomic and

1/ See Document E/CN.2/127.
2/ Document E/1900, pege 7.
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Social Council at its twelfth session (Ilew York, 20 Februery - 21 March 1951)

on his twenty-year vrogramme for achieving peece through the United Naetions, he
drew the Council's attenﬁion to the fact that the number of ratifications neces-
sary for the entering into force of the Convention had not yet been obtained,
although the Council had alrsady referred a certain number of questions to that
organization to be dealt with as soon as 1t begins to function. After having
referred to resolution 298 B (XI), he added that the Council may wish to conside:
any further measures that might be taken to bring IMCO into existence as soon as
possible,

During the sixth session of the General Assembly, in a statement delivered
at the opening meeting (Paris, 15 November 1951) of the Second Cemmittee,é/
the Assistant Secretary-General/in charge of tle Department of Economic Affuirs
referred to the sbove mentioned memorandum by the Secretary-CGeneral and called
the attention of the governments concerned to the situstion arising from the
fect that the maritime organization had not yet begun its work.

At the 16th session of the Joint Maritime Commission of the International
Labour Organisafion (Geneva, 22-24 May 1951), the seaferers' group suggested the
adoption by the Commission of a resolution requesting the govermments which had
not yet done so to ratify the Convention on the Inter-governmental Maritime
Consultative Orgenization as early as possible, This suggestion, however, was
opposed by the shipowners' group which felt that it was not for the Commission
to make such & reccmmendation, in particular because IMCO was not designed to
deal with social questions and the matter was therefore outside the scope of the
International laebour Organisastion., It was finally sgreed, as & compromise, that
mention would be made in the Commission's report to the Governing Body, of the
view expressed by the seaferers' group.

At the 1Tth session of the Joint Maritime Commission (Geneva, 13-15 May
1952) & similar proposal was put forwerd by the representatives of the seafarers
with similer results.

The International Transport Workers' Federation, & non-~govermmentel
orgenization in category B consultative status, adopted at its last biennial

3/ See document A/C.2/SR.146, page 5.
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congress (Stockholm, 16-23 July 1952) a resolution concerning the Convention on
the Inter-governwsntal Maritime Consultative Organization, the text of which har
been circulated as document E/CN.2/NG0/10,

ccccc





