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SITlO'.TION '=! :Em'eCT TO RNZ'diCATIO~ OF <;JJ: ----J 

At the time of the fifth ses13ion of the Commh::si.:m (19-28 I:iarch 1951), the 

Convention ·::>n the Ir.ter-go·Jernmental l'·Iaritir,~ Consultative Or&-anization had been 

ratified by six count1·ies: Canada, Greece, Ireland, tr..e Hej:iherlunds, the United 

Kingdom and the Un:.ted States of .Amel'ica. Since then,five addit~.onal 

ratifications have been received: t~ose of Australia, Belgi1.un, Burma, France and 

Israel. Thus, at the tine of m·iting th5.s note, the Conv~ntion has been ratified. 

by eleven countries of which six (Canada, France, Greece, the Netherlands, the 

United Kingdom and the ur~i ted States of' kne1·ica) each :lave a total tonnage of not 

less than 1,000,000 gross tons of' shipping. 

It my be added that in .\rge.::~tina tr..e Coi1{5ress adopted a law (No. 13,910 o:f 

13 August 1950) appr':lving the ratif::.cation of t[ ... e Convention. In Haiti, a law 

was passed on 2 Septel:iber 1952 which authorizes the ratification. The 

instrl.lilents of ratificat1.on of these countries, hc~vever, b.ave not been deposited 

so far with t:P.e Secretar:r-Ccneral of tbe United ~Tat!ons • 

.According to article 60 of the Convention, the latter "shall enter into 

force on the date when 21 states of which seven s:1a11 each have a total tonnage 

of not less than 1,000,000 sross tons of shlpping, have becore parties to the 

Convention ••• " 

-
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The Secretary-General had, in due tir-e, draw t:1e attention of the !ember 

Governments to resolution 298 B (XI} "Situation in resr.-ect of ratification of the 

Convention on the Inter-governmental Haritime Consultati'7e Organization", adopted 

by the Economic and Social Council on 1.2 July 1950. 

Furthermore 1 the inquiry ment~.oned in re soh:t:i.o11 2 !:!.Ccpted by the Coir.Dission 

at ita fifth session was sent by the Secretar;r-Ger.~er<:tl to t~Je Uember Governments 

which had not so far ratified tbe C"Jnvent::c:11 cvncern:i.ng the steps they have 

taken to do so. 

In reply to these cor.:mtu:lic~tions, in:::'or;.;;at:i.on ho.s ·.:..een receivei.l as of 

l October 19~· from the i'oll'O'Wint count%"11)6. ?.ce date on ~-::·.icl: the reply was made 

is indicated after the nare of t!~e c:Junt:r~·. 

Afghan::.ste.n • • • • • • • 
Belgium • 

Burm. 
• • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • 
China • • • .. . ••• • • 

• • • • • • • 20 ·February 1951 

• ....... 24 Nay 1951 

• • • • • • • 15 and 29 l·1ay 1951 

• • • • • • • 8 rlugust 1951 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 }~y 1951 France 

India • ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 30 f.U[~1.1St 1951 

Luxembourg • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • 12 Sep'teuber 1950 
ll April 1951 

Pakistan • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 25 August 1951 

Philippines • • • • • ••• • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Sweden 

Turkey • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Union of South Africa • . . .. . . . . 

• 10 October 1950 
15 Januar.f 1951 

• 24 Sep~ember 1951 

• 22 ~,.Tune 1951 

• 1 August 1951 

In addition:, inforn:c.tio!'. has been rec~iva-:1 concerning steps taken by two 

non-member governments: Italy (!~rch 1952} e~d Switz~rland (October 1951). 
Among the countries 1:! sted ab-.:>•!e, the :follow~.ng have ratified the Convention 

since their replies were sent out: Balg!t,un, '.Burrr:a, France. 

In the other ccunt.rles, the position as deacri"oed in the replies is the 

following: 



FJ/CN .~/128 
English 
Page 3 

The Govern..'1Emt of Pakistan :b..as decided to defer ratificatior. o:fthe Convention 

till such time as the requis'ite number of the major mariti;.ne countries 

possessing more than one million tons gross of shipping ratify it. In Turkey, the 

Convention is being studied by the colUJ!etent autl1orities ar-.d additional 

information on tr..e subject 't-Till be sent to tl:a E'ecretary-General. 

The Chinese Govermr.ent has not yet decided as to its acceptance of the 

Convention at this ti1:e. The Government cf India has stiJ.l under consideration 

the question of ratifying t~1e Convent!on; it is tel::ing the necessary steps to 

consult the interests concerned and to go throug.."1 ot?.·er necessary formalities to 

enable it to arrive at a decision in ~:~e rr:atter ao e::;.rly as possible. The 

Swedish Govermre:r.t has not as yet ta!~ep a definite pcs::.<;J.on on t::te question of 

the adhesion by 81:eden to -tr..e Cor.;xer.tion. Of ~-ecial ::.r::pc::.·ta:.cce in that 

connexion is the position taken by ether Sc3.ndimnian coun-vries. 

Afghanistan ~1as no po.:·t and fcl~ tltat .r.;asc,n is u:p.able to ratify tbe 

Convention. As Luxel,;bo'.lrg l:e.s no ceacoast and no shipping, the Governn:ent o:f 

Luxembourg has no direct interest in the matter. · The Pl:ilippine Governr:ent is not 

at present in a position to consider favourably r:erubers:n:tp in the I~ter­

governmental :ttaritir.-.e Consultative Organization. T'•-e Gove::..'m"Bnt of the Union of 

South Africa does r"ct intend, at this stage, to accede to tl:e Convention. 

The inforraation re~arding the position in Italy and Svntzerland is as 

follows. In Italy, parliamentary action for cpp~oving ratification has already 

been initiated but, due to the fact t:1at the procedure for ratification must go 

through its necessary stages, it is unlil>:el~· t::.at the ir.strument will be deposited 

in the very near future. In s·.rit~erland, the bill concerning maritirre navigation 

will presumably be discussed by Parliament within t~:e :1ext ~.rear (i.e. 1952). If 

the law is passed, the ratification of the Convention v7ill probably take place. 

in 1953, unless something unfo1~seen arises. 
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III. SUBJECTS REFER..."'mD TO n,fCO 

By resolution 298 B (XI) mentioned above, the Economic and Social Council 

had instructed the Secretary-General to draw the attention of Member Governments 

to the fact th~t the handling of urgent and ~portant problems such as the 

unification of maritime tonnage measurement and the pollution of sea water was 
dependent Upon the establishment of n,1CO and that, therefore, an early establish­

ment of IMCO was desirable. 

It may be pointed put that, in adeition to the two problems specifically 

mentioned in thi~ r6solution, a n~r~er of subjects ~ave been referred to IMCO. 

The InternatioLal Convention on Saf~ty of Life at Ssa (London, 1948}, which 

is to come into fprce on 19 Nover!:ber 19521 assigns ~mporte:~t duties to IMCO and 

its Maritime Safety Committee. This Cqnveution also provides (article XV) for 

interim arrangements unlens and until IMCO takes over the duties'assigned to it. 

The Preparatory Co~ittee of E;q?erts en co-ordination of. Safety at Sea 

and in the Air, which met in London (27 JMuary .. 6 February 1948) proposed in 

its report general measures for assuring such co-ordination in the future among 

the interested agencies; the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), 

the maritime organization to be.set up by ~1e then forthcoming United Nations 

Maritime 9onterence (in ether words: IMCO), the Intern~tional Telecommunication 

'Onion (ITU) and the International Meteorological Organization (IMO) jjiow World 

Meteorological Organizati<;>n (W!•~O r/~ The Transport and Cor.wunioations Qommiss.1on 
. -

at its third session (Lake Success, 21•30 Narch 1949) reoommenC.ed in a resolution 

that these measures "should be followed by the organizations in co-ordinating · 

. theil' work on all proble:::lB of interest to two or more of the orga.nizati9ns." 

·The Econom~c and Social.Counc111 by resolution 227 E (IX) of 12 August 1949, 

instructed the Secret~ry-Ceneral to bring the resolution of,tr~ Commission to 

the attention of each of the organizations represented at the Preparatory 

Committee. 

Since then, the absence of an intergovernmental organization competent 

for maritime questions r4s been pUblicly regretted many times by other orga.niza• 

tiona as it p~vented joint actioll from being tal'..en on such urgent matters as. 
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'se.::;.rch anfl rescue, improvements :ln combine(!_ lW.:i'itime ancl c.eronautica1 r'listress 

operr,tiolis on hiGh frequencies, info~tion on· ship's course rJ.l¥1 speer in ship's 

t-lEi[:o:eher reports. For e:x;am:p1o, in 1951, both the A:"ministrfltive CJJ..mcil of the 

TID .-;:na the Council of ICAO notoa that it haC' been im:pl.~ac tica1:lle to inip1oment 

recomanration No. 7 1Jf the Inte~1tiorJ.<"1 Ailm~.nistre.tive Aeronautical Ranio 

Conference of the ITU rolc.ting t(' the co-'m::;:i.nett:f.:m of the telocommuni?ationa of 

the aeronauticD.1 e.nr1 ma.rit.ime se::;·v·ices f..~r ·che requircmeltts :>f saf~ty at sea by 

the convenine of ex:per·:-;s from ITU, rc~\0 and ll·1CO, ioosmuch as W.CO lw.r'l not yet 

startea function~.nc;.!/ The ICAO Sep,rch and Rescue Division decided ·c.t ~ts fourth 

session (Montreal, Se.:,1tcmber 1951) to stril:e fr:)m its· work list the subject 

uStuc.y ·of seal~ch ene. resc·ile problems :cequ~.ring co~ord:J.no.tion w~.th oth~r .,;.-. 

international orc;an:!.z.a tiona, such as ThlCO, n"U un(t IMO (now \1MO) "~ 

Co-o:nUno.t1on in fie1os other tlK:n safety t-n:.s t,.lso IllD.Ce difficult, if not 

'impossible, bY tho f'c.ct that there was no or.::,a.n1zo.tion available for c'onsultatior. 

on the maritime o.s:pects of the prol.:llema under consicteration. 

· During recent yr.>c.:rs, the ~-l orlC. Hea+ th o:~g£.niza. tion (TvH!O) has been pre paring 

Int~:rru::.tioricl ·san.itc.ry Regulations (\ihich. he.ve come into force on l October 1952, 

r.nr'l ''Provisions on safety e.nd sc..nitary stv.nd.ards for :pilcrim ships end for . 

·aircrs.ft ciuT:fine pU~r_ilns". rn· so Cloing~ it has on~.eevoured to obtain the 

co-oj;Jere~tion ·of mu.ritim.e interests through an 'internationo.l ol~gc::.ni~atidn 1~ the 
• l ' • ' ' ~ • • 

a·ame wuy as it has. obtained· t.ho co~o:peration of aviation experts th....:.qugh ICAO. 
. -

This, however, wus not· feasible due to 'tho ft:>ct the.t ThiCO is not yot :fu:nction1ng. 
' J ' J •• 

· The Internationc.l .Radio Conference of the lTU (Atlantic C'ity, 1947) a(!opted 

a recommendation suge;eet:tng "tlu?.t the Inte~tionc.l Co~e of Si~1a· Comrtt~e 
·ehbvoi:~. af:filic.te with the !..'1.ternat1o~a1 Mc.rittme Organization up:m the formation 

of the· latter''', 
''f) ... 

4~. ·ACTION TAIC8N CONCEmrnJG AU :E;J.U,Y 1lETJ'.BLlBHME1'1T OF IMCO. 

In th~ memoranf!.v:nfl./ the s·ecrot~rJ ..G~nerul suum~ ~tefl to the Economic' arJJ' 

!I See "Document E/CU .2/127. 

2/ Document E/l9001 pe.ge 7. 
'!'"' 
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Social Council at its twelfth session (I~ew York, 20 February .. 21 March 1951) 

on his twenty-year ~rogramme for achieving p~ace tr.rough the United Nations, he 

drew the Council•s attention to the fact that the number of ratifications neces­

sary for the entering into force of the Convention had not yet been obtained, 

although the Council had already referred a certain number of questions to that 

organization to be dealt with as soon as it begins to function. After having 

re£erred to resolution 298 B (XI), he added that the Council may wish to conside: 

any further measures that might be taken to bring IMCO into existence as soon as 

possible. 
During the sixth session of the Gene~l Assembly, in a statement delivered 

at the opening meeting (Paris, 15 November 1951) of the Second Committee,J/ 

the Assistant Secretary-General in charge of tl:e Department of Economic Af~!rs 

referred to the above mentioned memorandum by the Secretary-General and called 

the attention of the goverr~nts concerned to the situation arising fromthe 

fact that the maritime organization had not yet begun its work. 

At the 16th session of the Joint Marit!me Commission of the International 

Labour Organisation (Geneva, 22-24 May 1951}, the seafarers' group suggested the 

adoption by the Commission of a resolution requesting the governments which had 

not yet done so to ratify the Convention on the Inter-governmental Maritime 

Consu~tative Organization as early as possible. This suggestion, however, was 

opposed by the shipowners' grouw which felt that it was not for the Commission 

to make such a recommendation, in particular because IMCO was not designed to 

deal with social questions and the matter was therefore outside the scope of the 

International Labour Organ;f.sation. It was finally agreed, as a compromise, that 

mention would be made in the Commission's report to the Governing Body, of the 

view expressed by the seafarers' group. 

At the 17th session of the Joint V&r!tiree Commissio~ (Geneva1 13-15 ~ 
1952) a similar proposal was put forward by the representatives of the seafarers 

with similar results. 

The International Transport Workers' Federation, a non~governmental 

organization in category B consultative status, adopted at its last b~ennial 

;J See document A/C.2/SR.l46, page 5. 
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congress (Stockholm, 16-23 Ju~ 1952) a resolution concerning the Convention on 

the Inter-governreental Maritime Consultative Organization, the text of which ha; 

been circulated as document E/CN.2/NG0/10. 




