’NITED NAT’ONS ‘ Distr.

===

GENERAL
CONOM |C Bjcn.2/123
\N D ' o 29 September 1952
,OCIAL COUNCIL P E‘;g”
T}}A;EQPORT .!}ND COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION INDEX u"’:'s MASTER
| __ 60cTisy

2 February 1953 ' : ]
Itern 11 {c) of the provisional agendas

TRAVEL QUESTIONS: DEVELOPMENTS IN 1951 AMD 1952

Note by the Secretary-General

TABLE OF CONTERTS

-

T.  INTRODUCTION...oueseecernnrsesanssorsansoornronsnnsonssasnen 2
TI. ACTIVITIES OF INTERNATIONAL BODIES..ueserreevescsesacssaeses 2
A, -World-wide~ac£i§i£iés.;.......;.,g..-;;.}.;;.;;.:;.;.;'ﬁ 2
1, Inter-governmental OrganizationS....ceeeseccevese 2
International Civil Aviation Organization (Ica0). 2
United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO).eeseseessesrsceaces 3
World Health Organization (WHO)seseesesesoessesss b
2. Non-governmental organizetiontesessvessessorceees B
International Air(Trénspért'Assdciatién (14TA)... k
International Un&on of Official Travel
Organizations {TUOTO).evescecessoscscccessassncesn 5
B.  Regional activitieS.cieevesenesvsescescssssasssnssssoes 7
1. United Nations regional economic commissionS.eess 1
Economic Commission for Asia and the Far o
Eest (ECAFE)esssoesasseccessnerossssnocoscscronsen 7
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE),eesecvecsces . . 8
2. . Other regional bOAIES.ecespeescssscocssrosasncsss 8
Ceribbean Tourist Association (CTA)ecesssserrooce 8
’ ~ Pacific Interim Tr§vel Associatibn............. 9
52-10149 | /I. INTRODUCTION

E/CN,2/123



E/CN.2/123
English
Page 2

I. INTRODUCTION

In resolution 35 (IV) adopted by the Economic and Social Council on
28 March 1947, the Transport and Communications Commission is entrusted with
the task of advising the Council on travel matters and reguesting the
Commission to follow international devslopments in the field of travel and to
report to the Council from time to time as might be appropriste.

To assist thé Commission in the implenentation of this resolution,
reports on travel guestions have been prepared for all of its sessions of the
Commission from the second onward (E/CN.2/37, BfCH.2/62, EfCN.2/70,
E/CN.2/70/Add.1, E/CN.2/103 and E/CN,2/103/244.1).

A surmary of developnents in this field since the fifth session is set
out in the present document, Such developuents relate Lc the activities of
internatibnal intere~governmental and non-governuental bodies of a world-wide

or resional character concerned with the facilitation of intermational travel,

ITI. ACTIVITIES OF INTERNATIONAL BODITS

A, Vorld-wide activities

l. Inter-goverpmental organizations

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICA0). Following the entry

into force of annex 9 of the International Civil Avisticn Convention

"Standards and Recormended Practices - Facilitation of International Air
Transport” (E/CK.2/70, B/CN.2/71, E/CN.2/71/4dd.1, E/CH.2/103 and
E/CN.2/103/Aad;1), ICAO continued its efforis to simplify =nd standardize the
formalities for the internatibnal trangport by alr of pousengers arnd goods,

The third seééiOn of its Facilitation Division met fronm 21 Hovermber to

T Decerber 1951, in. Buenos Aires, It reviewed the progrecs achieved with regard
to the implepeptation of annex 9 and considercd amenduents to this annex and

facilitaxicn,gugstions in general.i/ The recormendations for amending annex 9

T

1/ See ICAO docupent 7217-FAL/557.

/cover many
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cover wany gquestions, Those which refer in particular to vieas and frontier:
formnlities for persons are discussed in document B/CW.2/12h,

The Division favoured the establishment of special cocomitiees of
regional groups of States for the study and promotion of facilitation of air
travel, It was particularly recommended that Eﬁropean Stotes members of ICAO
form such a cormittee in order to provide raximun facilities with ninimun
requirenents. It recormended also that States publish a booklet setting cut:
entry and departure formalities ond thot ccples be nade available for general
circulation to air passengers. The Council of ICAO on 28 March 1952
expressed apgreenent with these propuanle.

A Turther recormendation thnt as a complenent to such a booklet the
appropriate organ of the United Uations be spproached with a view to the
publication of a document setting out the up-to-daite viso requirements of
States is discussed in document E/CK.2/124,

United Nations Educational, Scientific ond Cultural Orzonization (UNESCO)

In docunent E/CN,2/103/Add.1 it wes reported that the fxccutive Board of

- UHESCO approved at its twonty-fifth session, held from 25 to 27 Januvary at
Peris, o study exsnining the possibility of concluding an international
convention providing certain facilities to persons travelling for educationel,
gcientific or cultufal,pprposes.g/ This etudy was subnitted to the sixth
sesgion of UNESCO's Ceneral Conference, held fron 18 June to 7 July 1951 at
Paris, This Confercnce alupted a resolution authorizing the Director-General
to fornulate, in consultation with the United Nations, the specialized
agencies and the competent international orgenizations, & first draft of an
international instrument with a view to renuving cbstacles to the novement
between countries of persons travelling for edicational, sciéntific or
cultural purposes, This araft would'éubséqhéhﬁl&'ﬁe'atﬁdied by a‘édmﬁittée
of povernmernt experte which would establich a text for submission to the
Gencral Conference, The Executive Board, at its 29th session, considsring

the procedure for'implementing this resolution, decided to seck first by

I3

2/ Sce UNESCO document 25 EX/13.

[means of a
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neans of a questionnaire the views of member States on the form and content
of the draft. It envisaged that the above-mentioned meeting of government
experts would take place at the end of 1953 and the text would be considered
by the General Conference at its eighth session,‘to be held in 1954,

In order to alleviate foreign exchange difficulties impeding travel for
educational, scientific and cultural purposcs, UNESCO hos undertaken the
preparation of a travel couvon scheme, -To cnable persons who travel abroad
for cultural purposes to obtain sufficient forelgn currency such persons
would under this scheme be able to buy in their notional currencies travel
coupons which are redeemcble abroud in the currency of the country visited,
The ncecessary foreign currency would partly be provided by UNESCO and partly
obtained from the saleg of such coupons,

The plans for this scheme will be submitted for approval to UNESCO's
seventh General Conference, mecting in November 1952,

World Health Organization (WHO), The revised text of the

International Sanitary Regulationg which had been adopted by the Expert

Committee on International Epidemiology and Quarantine of the WHO during its
third sgescion (E/LK.Q/IOS), wag subnitted to the fourth session of the
World Health Ascembly, held in May 1951, This Assembly adopted the new
regulations which will come into force on 1 October 1952.

The new regulations, which will consolidate and replace 16 existing
international sanitary conventions, provide inter alia for an improved
organization of sanitary facilities for all means of international transport

and simplified text and forms of international certificates of vaccination,

2. DNon~governmental organizotions

International Air Tronsport Associction (IATA), Questions concerning

the facilitotion of internotional air travel were considered by the
Facilitation Sub-Committee of IATA's Traffic Commititee, which held its

scventh meeting from 3 to 10 July 1951 at Caracas, Venezuela, The nceting

A .
i/ Seec International Sanitary Regulations; World Health Organization
' regulation No, 2.

/reviewed
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reviewed Inter alis the situation wilth regard to the implementation of ICAQ's
amnex 9 and agreed to press for favourable consideration of the standardization
of the format of visas at the third session of the ICAO FAL Division {see also
document E/CI‘{.E/J.E& ). It also discussed progress made with regard to the pres~
examination and pre-inspection of international air passengers and their lugrege.
International Union of Officiel Travel Organizations {JUOTO), The main
develomments with regard to the IUCTO since the previous report on Travel
Questions (E/CN.2/103) were the holding of the sixth General Assembly, from T to
12 October 1951 in Athens, Greece, and the establishment of the Asian end Far
Eastern Travel Commission (AFEIC) during a meeting, held in New Delhi, India, on
2k and 25 March 1952. The scventh Generel Assembly is being held at Naples, Italy
from T to 11 October 1952. The members of the Transport and Communlications
Commission will be informed of the results of that session in an addendum to the

present paper,

The sixth General Assembly adopted a number of resclutions and decisions
covering the activities of the commissions of the IUOTO and related matters .&-/

With regard to regional activities, it commented on the work of the European
and the African Travel Comuissions, noted a report on travel development in Asia
and the Far East prepared by the United Nations Economic Commission for Asla and
the Far Bast, requested the Orgenization of American States to consider at an
early stage the proposed statutes of the Inter-American Travel Ccommission and
decided to undertake the preparatory work for the establishment of a regionsl
commission for the Middle East.,

The General Assembly commented upon the work of the Commission on the
Elimination of Travel Barriers, which had reported upon the questions of free
circulation of tourist propagenda films, taxes falling on tourism,

L/ See Proceedings of the Sixth International Conference of National Travel
Organizations and General Assembly of the International Union of Official
Travel Organizations, ‘

[currency
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currency controls, passports, visas and frontier formalitics, free ..
circulation of tourist propagendae material and lanfage lapel badges for
workers in the tourist industry, The Commiscion ‘was instructed to continue
gtudies on these questions, ' ‘

The third report of the Study Commisaion on International Travel
Statisgtics, covering 19#9,'wns noted and it was recormended to bring it to
the attention of the appropriste vodies of the Uniteld Nations,

‘Progress with regard to the compilation of a travel bibliography to
gubnitted to the next Gencral Assenbly wag reviewed and, peasurcs were
recormended proaoting the exchonge of tourist personnel ard the training an
classification of tourist puides,

The gtatutes for an International Travel Reseorch Tastitute, sponsored
by the IUOTO, were adopted and arrangerents nade for pubting it into
operation,

-After reviewing the work of the Travel Plant Cormission, it was’
decided to study further the guestion of aa internationnl stanlerd
claseification for hotels and restaurants, to examine the possibllity of
preparing a report on the situation of the hotel industry on an
internationally corporable bosgsic and to esteblish stonderds rejulating
hyglenic conditicns iu suppleucntary accommodations.

Commenting upon the work of the Cormidssion on Travel Development, the
Assembly noted its conclusions on low=-coest travel and wccepted the repoftg
on publicity, advertising, public reliations and infcrxationalfactivities,
on specialized interept travel, on methods and techniques. of trovel market
analysis and develcpnent ond the recomzendntions covering the stendardization
of trovel poster dimensiong, '

The Asian and Far Eastern Travel Cormission (AFETC) of the IUOTO was
established at a meeting held on 2k March 1952 nt Now Delhi, India, The
Commizsion isg composcd.of official traVLl organizationg of Australia,
Cambodia, Ceylon, India, Indouesia, Japan, New Zealand ngis;an,
Philippines, and VieteNom, It is taking over the travel promotion work
hitherto perforred by ECAFE's secretoriat, and has adopted the following

work prograrmie:

/(1) Collecticn
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(1) Collect’on and disseminstion of informetion on the present staltus
of tourism in the countries of the region,

(2) Simplification and gtandsrdization of frontier formslities,

(3) Publication of information on frontier formalities,

(4) Training facilities for hotel personnel,

(5) Claessification of hotele,

(6} Travel stabistics,

(7) HMonthly publication of "Asian Travelways",

(8) Txchange of tourist publicity material,

(9) Extension of "tourist class" system to trens-Pacific flizhta,

(10) Reducticn of passenger fares on special occazions,

B. Regionsl achivities

1. Unlted Fations regicnal economic commiasgsions

Py

Ecoronic Cormission for Asia and the Far Bast (ECLFE), The ECAFE

Secretariat continued its activities in the field of travel pending
establishment of a regional organization by the IUOTO in accordance with the
resolution adopted by ECAFE during it3 seventh gession (E[CN.2/103 and
B/CN.2/103/Add.1). .

A handbock on travel formalitics was prepared and issued, containing
informetion corcerning government regulations governing internztiondl travel;'
Additional and revised information i being published in supplements in order
to keep the contents of the Handbook up to date. The Cormittee on Industry
and Trade, reviewing during its fourth session (Rongoon, Burmo,

1026 Jonuary 1952) inter alin activities relating to travel, crphoasized the
usefulness of the handbook (5/CN,11/31L), It alsc noted that the IUOTO
would convene the first meeting of its Regionel Cormission in New Delhi '
during March 1952 and supported the transfer of a substantial part of the
work on tourist promotion to this body. It favoured continued attention to
gucstions of official travel reguleotions by ECAFE's secretariat,

Action of the Committee in this field was approved by the eighth
session of the Commission, held from 29 January to 8 February 1952 at.... . .
Rangoon, Burma (E/CN,11/342),

/As mentioned
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As mentioned asbove in the section on the IUOTO, the lotter established
a Regionzl Travel Courmisgsion for Asia and the Far Zast at a necting i
Delhi on 24k March 1952, which took over as from -l August 1952 the travel and
tourist promoticn worlk hitherto carried on by the ECLFE Secretariat,
including publication >f the Handbook on travel facilities,

Econonic Corrrission £or Zurope (ECE). The conclusion of the

Inte ticnal Convention to2 Focilitate the Crogsing of Frontiere for
Pagsengers and Bagcace by Rail under the nusplces of the Inland Transport
Committee of the ECT is discussed in docunent E/CN,2/12k,

The questlcn of moderuization of long-distance passenger train
fecilities has also been token up by the Inland Transhort Conmittee's
Sub-Cormittee on Rail Transport which requested the International Reillwny

Union to study the possibility of irproving the amenitics for night
Journeys, the storndardization of supplerents for sleeping berthes, the
reduction of the number of classes of carriage and the inprovement of the
lighting and sanitory installations on trains (B/ECE/TRANS/177). The
Sub=Cormiittee, at its seventh cession, noted the modernization already
achieved and expresseld its interest in a wmore reneral study, which the UIC
has undertoken in this field (E/ECL/TRANS,'353).

2e Other repional bodize
] Caribbenn Tourizt Associction (CTA). In reviewing the activities of
the Caribbeen Interim Tourism Cormittee (CITC) (E/CN.2/103), it was

reported that the establishment of 2 perunanent Caribbean Travel Developuent

Associgtion wos envisaged by 1 Januvary 1952,

At a mecting held from 19 to 21 May 1951 at Port-au-Prince, Hoitil,
attended by representatives from Antigua, Aruvba, Curacao, and the
Netherlands West Indies, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guadeloupe and
Mertinique, Haiti, Puerto Rico, 5t. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla, St. Lucia and
the Virgin Islands of the United States, the Caribbean Tourist Association
was established.é/ The Constitution and By-Laws cof the latter organization

2/ Bee report of Caribbecan Tourist Association; First Annual General Meeting.

[were approved,
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werce approeved, They provide inter alia that active nerbershin will counsist
of official tourist promotion vrganizations or, in lieu thereof, the
approprinte governuent apencies and that corriers' organizations, Tirms op
individunls within the aren having Qirect or indirect interest in travel
gcunie nllied wcrbery,

The wmeeting which dealt neinly with internal matters of the new
esgociation decided tou establich the hendquarterz of the CTA for the tire
being on Antifun, '

ucific Interin Travel Asgeciaticon, At a corference held from

12 to 15 Janvary 1952 at Hormolulu, Hawaii, on the invitotion of
representatives from Alaska, Australis, Corade, Fiji, Guan, llawoiian Islands,
Japan, Now Zealand, the Philinpines, Samon, Tahiti, the United States, and
from a number of international carriers, decided to establish the

"Pocific Interim Travel Association".é/

The Constitution of the new Associaticn provides for en active
membership, consisting of official orgenizations for the promotion of
tourism or, in lieu thereof, of the eppropriante goverareut agencies and of
governnentally receosnized air or surface carriers cerving the Pacific area,
It algo provides for allied membership consisting of organizations, firms or
individuals domiciled within the Pacific area and having o direct or
indirect interest in travel,

Besides dealing with organizational problems, the Conference adopted a
number of resolutions concerning tourist facilitiss and govermmental
focilitation. One of these rccommends the egtablishment of liaizon with the
United Hations in compiling data on functional tourist travel facilities,
such information”to be used to evaluate the sccommodation problem and to
meagure future needs in this field, Another resolution calls for the
compiling of upeto~date travel information, including personal entry and
customs requirenents, and the possible publication of such information,

The resolution on goverrmental facilitation calls for the simplification of

visa and frontier formalitice for tourists,

L L 1
—————————————

é/ See report on Pacific Area Travel Conference, 12-15 January 1952._





