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I. INTRODUCTION 

In resolution 35 (IV) adopted by the Economic and Social Council on 

28 March 1947, the Transport and Communications Commission is entrusted with 

the task of advising the Council on travel matters ano. requesting the 

Commission to follow intErnational developments in the field of travel and to 

report to the Council from time to time as might be approp:t'iate. 

To assist the Comrdssion in the inrpleuentation of ·this resolution, 

reporto on trav-el queGtionn ha're been prepared for s.ll of its sesoions of the 

Commission from the second onwe.rd (E/CN .2/37 ~ Ejcn .2/62, E/CN .2/70, 

E/CN,.2/70/Add.l, E/CN.2/103 and E/CN.2/103f.~.dd.l). 

A surmary of developucuts in tlYl8 field uince the fifth session is set 

out in the present document. Such dcvelopuents relate tc the act).vities of 

in·tcrnational inter-.goverm>iental and non-(Sovermuento.l bodies of a world-wide 

or resional character concerned with the facilitntion of il:ternational travel. 

II. ACTIVITIES OF INTERI~ATIONAL BODI~S 

A. '1-lorld-wide activities 

1. Inter-govel·nnental orenniZ<"\t:iono 

International Civil J~vi:J .. ti.on Ore;aniz.s_tion (ICAO). Following the entry 

into force of annex 9 of the International Civil .Aviaticn Convention 

"Standards and Recot".mended Practices - Facilitation of International Air 
- ~ ... 11 .. ~ .. ' 

Transport" (E/CN.2/70, E/CN.2/71, E/Cl;.2/71/Add.l, E/CF-.2/103 and 

E/CH.2/103/Add.l), ICAO continued. its efforJ:.n to sinplify r:.nd standard:I,Ze the 

foroalities for the international tr~n0port by air of p~osengers and goods. 

The third session of its Facilitation Division net froD 21 Novenber to 

7 Deceober 195;l.in.Buenoo.Aires. It reviewed th-:: progrecs achieved with regard 

to the 1oplep~pt~tiou. pf am~ex 9 and consider?d anenfu1cuts to this annex and 

facilitation. Qll~\';ltions in general.Y The recot~end.o.tionn for m:tending annex 9 

!/ See ICAQ doc~ent 7?17-FAL/557. 

/cover mn.ny 
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cover mny questionn. Those which refer in particular to visas and frontier· 

forr.~lities for persons are discussed in uocu~ent E/CN.2/124. 

The Division fo.voured the establiehoent of special cc~::n:lit~ees of 

recional t:;roups of Stntes for the study m:.d pronation of facilitation of air 

travel. It "W?.s parttcularly recomnended thc~t Europe::tn Sto.tes met1bers of ICAO 

form such a cotn:littee 5.n order to proviCI.e r::.::...."\i:.:.u~ facil:i.J,:.ies with ninimun 

requirencnts. It reconr.:ended also that qtates publish a b:oklet setting out· 

entry and departure fornalities and th~t ccpies be uac".e 8-VaUo.ble for general 

circulation to air passencerG. The Council of ICAO on 28 March 1952 

e.A'"Pressed o.greenent with theoe Pl'OpuscJ.ls. 

A ftU'ther rec,)nnenc"'.o.tion th~.t ns .a cor:rpleuent to such a booklet the 

appropriate orwm of the United 11atj.Onf1 be l?.pprw.chec', w:: th a view to the 

publication of a C:.ocunant setti:1e; out the up ... to-C:.o.te vi:30. requirenents of 

States is c::iscusoet'l. in doc:u:rJent E/C!~ .2/124. 

Unitec1 Nn.tio~~~tionnl, Scientif:i,C: ~~.nd C~~·l.9t;~np~zo.tion (UNESCOL 

In docuucnt E/Cl; .2/103/Add.l it wo.e reported that the:? :<::rccutive Board. of · 

· Uli.ESCO a.pprov,..:d at its tw:mt~·-fifth session, held frot: 25 to 27 Januo.ry f'.t 

Pe.ris, c. study ex8.;·d.::i::"g the poosibility of concluc'l.;Lnf, nn .ir"ter~1atiorw.l 

conventio:1 prc;:vidine; certni:::1 facilities t·J persons travelli:1r; for er.ucational, 

scientific or cultul"e.l. p~poses .Y This 8tuc1y w·as subr1ittec:. to .the sixth 

session of ill'IESCO 's Gener'J.l Conference,. held fron 18 June to 7 July 1951 at 

Pnrio. 'l'his .Conference a~' . ..::ptC;d, a resolution authorizing the. Director-General 

to forr.mLl.te, in consultation with th~ United Nations, the specio.lizcd 

agen.cieo m1d the cor:.1petent interr.ntj,onal orgo.nizations, c. fi.rst draft of an 

interno.tionnl imltrut1er .. t with a view to retlvving obstacles tc; the r.1ovenent 
' . 

between countries of pers-.Jns travellinr.; for eaucntiO~li:J.l, sdentif:ic or , 
cul turo.l purpose a~ This o.r~ft would. suoscq'u'ently "'t)e . Bt1.1rlicu by ci.' co~i ttec 

of covcrnuent experts which -vrould establish a. text for subr:iosion to the . 

General Conference. ~he Executive Board, at its 29th session, considerir~ 

the procec'!.ure for' ioplet:lentj.ne; this resolution, decicl.ed to seek first by 

gj' So0 UNESCO docunent 25 EX/13. 

/mee.nQ of a 
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means of a questionnaire the views of member States on the form and content 

of the draft. It envisaged that the above-mentioned meeting of government 

experts would take place at the end of 1953 and the text would be considered . 
by the General Conference at its eighth sessj.cn, to be held in 1954. 

In order to allevia·te foreign exchange difficulties impeding travel for 

educationo.l, scientific and cultural purposes, UI~ESCO he.s undertaken the 

preparation of a travel COUl)On scheme. ·To enable persons vrho travel abroad 

for cultural purposes to obtain sufficient foreign currcLcy such persons 

would under this sd::eme be able to buy in thGir nr.tionnl currencies travel 

coupons which are redeemo.ble abror:::.d in the currency of thG country visited. 

ThG necessary foreign currency would partly be provided by UNESCO and partly 

obtained from the sales of such coupons. 

The plans for this scheme will be submitted for npp::.·oval to UNESCO's 

sevo!!th Gonero.l ConferGnce, meeting in Nover.J.bl.:)r 1952. 
Horld Health Oro;anization (WHO). The revised text of the 

International Sanitary Regulations which h::td beell adopted by the Expert 

Ccrnmi ttee on International E.'pidemiology and Quarnntine of ihe WHO during its 

third sese ion (E/Cl; .2/103}, was submitted to the fourth session of the 

vlorld Health Asnembly, held in May 1951. 'rhi3 Assembly aclopted the new 

reGulntions which will come into force on l October 1952)J 
The new regulo.tions, which will consolidate ana. replace 16 existing 

intcrnationo.l sanitary conventions, provide inter a.lif.l. for an improved 

organization of so.nitary fo.cilitics for all menno of internB.tional transport 

and simplified text and forns of internc.tional certificates of vaccination. 

Non ... governnonta.l or r;ar,i z r.~ t ions 
I • ,.............. 

International Air Tra.ncnort Associr\tio:::J. (IATA). Q,uections concerninG 

the facilitation uf int8rnr~tiono.l air travel were conuidered. by the 

Facilitation Sub-Comrdttee of IATA' s Traffic Cor:nnittee, which held its 

seventh ·meeting from 3 to 10 July 1951 at CP..racas, Venezuela. The meeting 

~/ Sec Internation3.1 Sanitary Regulations; World Health Organization 
regulation No. 2. 

/reviewed 
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reviewed inter ~the situation with resard to the implementation of ICAO'a 

annex 9 and agreed to press for favourable consideration of the standardjzation 

of the format of visas at the third session of the ICAO FAL Division (see also 

document E/CN.2/124). It also discussed progress made with regal·d to the pre,. 

examination and pre-inspection of international air :pasaeneers and their lugc;age. 

International ]pion of Off!~~£!Y§l.Orsa&z!:1!.9l~ tJ1££2l· The main 
developments with resard to the IUOTO since the previous repo1·t on Travel 

Questions (E/Cl! .2/103) were the holding of the sixth Ger.eral Assembly, from 7 to 

l2 October 1951 in Athens, Greece, and tlle establisbment of the Asian and Far 

Eastern Travel Comn.ission (AFErC) during a meeting, held in ~lew Delhi, India, on 

24 and 25 March 1952. The seventh General Assembly is be~ng held at Naples, Italy 

from 7 to ll October 1952. The mem~ers of the Transr~rt and Communications 

Commission will be informed of the results of that session in an addendum to the 

present piper. 

The sixth General Assembly adopted a number of resolutions and decisions 
covering the activities of the commissions of the IUOTO ar~ related matters.~/ 

With regard to regional activities, it commented on the work of the European 

and the African Travel Commissions, noted a re1Qrt on travel development in Asia 

and the Far East prepared by the United Nations Ecor~mic Commission for Asia and 

the Far East, requested the Organization of American States to consider at an 

early stage the ~oposed statutes of the Inter-American Travel Ccmmiasion and 

decided to undertake the preparatory work for the establishment of a regional 

commission for the Middle East. 

The General Assembly co:mm.ented up::>n the wo.l:'k of the Commission on the 

Elimination of Travel Barrie~s, which had reported upon the questions of free 

circulation of tourist :PJ."o:paeanda films, taxes falling on tourism, 

!/ See Proceedlllf9J of the Sixth International Conference of National Travel 
Oreanizationa and General Assembly of the International Union of Official 
Travel Orsanizations. 

/currency 
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currctncy cont::-ols, p~'.sGports, v:isc;s ancl :frontier forno.litics, ·free 

circu~o.tion o:f ·tourist propaganda n.'1.tcrial and larrt;uac;e lnpcl bt:td:Zos· for 

workers in the tourist industry. The Cor:kv::tisr~ion ·Has inotructeu to ccr.tinuc 

stuclies on thc.:ce questions. 

The t-hird report of the Study. CormisG.ion or' I::1ternationo.l Travel 

Statistics, covel·ir.,:_; 1949, wo.s noted nnd .it vras rcconncndeJ. to brinG it to 

the o.tter.ticn of t}le apJ?ropri~~.te bodies o:f the Uni tec1. 1;'1 tions. 

Proc;ress with re[Sttrd to the com:pilat:t:on of a travel bibliocraphy t·,) be 

subrd:ttcd· to the n0xt General AGseubly wac rr_oviewc:('!. a.ntl. nea.sures vrerc 

reconnenQ.gd pro;:1otir.c; the excha.nce of t•Juriot personnel nr.C. the trai~lin,0 a::1d 

classification of tourist r~u:i.C:.es. 

Tho statutes fcJr em Ir"ternationo.l Trcvel Rcsec.rch Iust!. tute, sponsored 

by. :the IUOTO; were o.doptecl. c.nd urrL'l.Y:·{jerJ.mts n::~.de f~)r puttiuL,; it into 

operation • 

. After .review.ine the 1-rork of the Travel Pb.nt Cor.i:nissi·~>n, it vlaG 

c1ecicl.ed to ~Jtuc'ty fvrther the. question· vf o::.1 i:1ternat:tu:1nl sta.nc"!.arC. 

clnssi;f'ico.tim:. for hoteln nnd restrmrn.nts, to exauine the puss:l.bility of 

prcpo.,rinc a re-port on the situation of the hotel inclustry on c.n 

internc.tionally co1:;:po.rnble bo.siG o.nd to cstnblish ot::-.n(!~:rd::; rejulating 

hygienic concl.iticns ill tmpplet::-ntr::ry accorm.ocl.o.tiono. 

Comr.1cntinc; upon t~0 -vrorl~ of the Conr.d~Jsion on Tre.vel Developnent, the 

As3er.1bly notecl. its conclusions on low-cost travel P.nd u.cceptod. the re:ports 

on publicity, acJ.vertisinc;, public relations nnG. iYlf'crtu:.t:ional act:tv:ttiea, 

on specialized intt:reot travel, on methods o.nrl tcchniguC'S· 'of trcvel market 

analyi:>is and develc·pDent .[',nc1 ,tl".e recor.Jr.1,3ndr~tium: co-,erinc tlw atanU.a;rdi.?.ation 

of tro.vcl poster dir.1cnsions. 

The Asian and Far Eastern Travel Connissio::t (..''lli'ETC) of the IUOTO wo.s 

established o.t a r1eetinr; hclc1 on 24 :t.fu.rch 1952 r>.t new Dclhj., Indi3.. 

Cotmission is conposea. ·of 0ffici~1l trav~'l o:rco.niza.tlonu of Australia, 
. '· 

Co.nboCl.io.~ Ceylon, Incl.ia, Ir:.do::esio., Japan, New Zealand, P?.kis;to.n,. 

'.rhe 

Philippines, a.nd Viet-Nc.n~ It in ta.kinc over the trGvel pronotion work 

hitherto pcrforned by ECf~E's secret~:rio.t, and has ~~opted the ibllowing 

wo:rk proGJ,"ntnJe: 

/(1) Collection. 
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(1) Colle8t::':.on ar.a. dissemint.tion of information on the present status 

of tourism in the countries of the region. 

( 2) Simplification and standardization of frontier formB.lities. 

(3) Publication of inforrJation on frontier for~alities. 

(4) TraininG facilities for hotel personnel. 

( 5) c::.e.ssif::cation of hoteh·. 

(6) Travel statistic~. 

(7) r.1onthly p1.1blication of 11AG:!.an Traveltvays II. 

( 8) J~xchanu;e of tourist publicity material. 

(9) Extension of "touriat class" :;;ystem to tnmo-Pacific flic;hts. 

( 10) Reduction of paasen::;er fareo on special occr;.::d.ons. 

B. Regionel 1~ctiviU.cs 

1. Uuitecl Nnti::ms re13io~a.l economic cr,mnii.'i::lio~u~ 

Ecor:otic Co:'1!.dl3oion for AE.!ia anc. tbe .!.s:r __ Ea:?t. ,(ECI.Fl!!.). The ECAFE 

Secret?.ria.t cor.t:i,.nuec1 its o.cti vi tier.; in the field. of trc-oel pendinG 

establishment of a reGional orga~izatioll by the !UOTO in :.1.ccordance with the 

resolution adoptc=d by ECAFE durinG it3 seventh sesoion (E/CN.2/103 and 

ill/CN.2/l03/Add.l). 

A handb·.Jok on travel formalith;s vras -prepared and issued, containing 

inforwntiou cor-corning gove::.~nr.1ent regulations governing 'iritern::~tioi1i.il travel, 

Additional and revised inforr.mtion is' being -published in supplene·nts 'in·· order 

to lmep the contents of the Handbook up to date. The Coru:.~i ttee on Industry 

and Trade, rcviewine; duri~1g its fourth session (Rangoon, Burmo., 

10-26 Jo.nuo.ry 1952) inter o.lio. activities r8latin~ to trn.vel, onp:1nsized the 

usefulness of the handbook (Z/Cl! .11/314). It also noted that the !UOTO 

would convene the first I!leeting of its Reghmal Cotlrlinsion in New D.:;lhi 

durinG rvlarch 1952 and supported ·the transfer of a substantial po.rt of the 

work on tourist promotion to this body. It favc,ured continued attention to 

questions of officia.l trn.vel regule.ticms by ECAFE's secretariat. 

Action of the Cor.1r.!.ittcc in this field was approved by the eighth 

session of the Cotltlission, held from 29 January to 8 Februl"..ry 1952 at·-··. 

~angoon, Burna (E/CN.ll/342) •. 

/As mentioned 
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As neno"ia:1ed above in the section un the IUOTO, tho lo,tter established 

a Regionc.l Travel Connission for Asia and the Fer Zast at a t'!ecti:le; in 

Delhi on 24 March 1952, which took over as fron ·1 Aur:;uot J.952 t~Je trs.vel and 

tourist pronotic:1 work hitherto curried on by the EC!,FE Secretariat, 

incluo.ing publication ::;f tbe Handbook on tr~wel facilities, 

Econonic CoTI!·:ission !_Jr :~ur-1:e (ECE). The conclusio:1 of the 

Interr:ntional Conventi()lJ. L1 F:;.cilitate the Cros3ir.;; of Frontiere f.Jr 

Passengers and Bac;cace by Ro.il under the ~uspiceG of the I::1le.nd Transport 

Conmittee of the EC:S is diGcusoecl in docune;.1t E/CN .2/124. 

The question of noder:lizo.tion of lon~;-distance p:1sse;;;.ger trnin 

facilities has also bee:.1 tnke:.1 up b;r the Inland Tre.nQort Cor.inittee 's 

Sub .. ComrJittee on Rail Tra;.J.sp::Jrt vbich requested the I::ctc:·nntio::;.al Railway 

Union to study the possibility of ir·:pr·:wins the n::1enitics for night 

journeys, the stcu:d:J-rdizo.ticn: of suppler::ent;:; for sleep in~~ bertha, the 

reducti::m o:f the nunber cf clo.sses of ce.rriac;e ~md the i::1proveuent :;f the 

lightinG and oa.'1itary instnllntions on tr?.ins (E/ECE/TR"J:TS/l-77). The 

Sub-Co;:u:littee, at its seventh Gession, notod the tJ.Gucr~;.5.zn.tion o.lreo.dy 

achieved and e:l>-presseu its i:.1terest in a r:;.ore ceneretl study, which the UIC 

has undertaken in this field (E/ECB/TR:'\NS/353). 

2. Otber rec:i·.J:lnl bo0.i.:;G 

Co.ribberJ.n Touri2t Assc>cio,tion (CTA). In reviewing the activities of' 

the Curibbec.n I:cterin Tourisn Ccnni ttee ( CITC) (E/CN .2/103), it was 

reportec1 that tho establishment of a pernanent Caribbean Trr.vel Devel·)p:.:Ie:r:t 

Association wns enviso.ced by 1 January 1952. 

At a meeting held fron 19 to 21 MD.y 1951 nt Port-o."G .. Prince, Ht:dti, 

attenied by representatives fr,)tl Antigun, Aruba, Curnco.o, and the 

Netherlands West Indies, Donir.icnn Republic, Grenach, Gua.deloupe and 

Martinique, Haiti, Puerto Rico, St. Kitts ... NeviiJ·An[\uillo., St. Lucia and 

the Virgin Islnnds of the United States, the Caribbean 'rourist Association 

was established.2/ The Constitution and By-Laws of the latter organization 

2/ See report of Caribbean Tourist Association; First Annual General Meeting. 

/were approved. 
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were C.lJP!''-:vecl. The-y :prov:i.cle inter alia thnt active nenbcrnhi:p will CG!wint 

of off:!.do.l tourist promotir:m ,)rcanizations or, in lieu there·:)f, the 

appropri·1te c,oYernnent .'J.cencies and that c~rriera' orc:1nizo.tior"s, firr.1s or 

indiviclu~ls withi-:1 the r_1.re:1. hr.wint; direct or indire(:t i;.1tc·rest ir1 travel 

co..n becuue allied nc:1bcru. 

The EJ.eetint; whicl: (lc'J.lt n.::dnly with internal u.'J.tt._;rs of the new 

esaociation decided tu e~>ta.tlich the hec..ci.qunrter.:> of the GTI'I. for the tj,r:e 

being on f,ntic:un. 

Pc1cific Interhl Trcwel Aooociation. At a cor.fe:re::1ce helc:. from 

12 to 15 Jnnuary 1952 at Ho:::-.olulu, Hawaii, on the invitntion of 

reprcsent.:ctives frcm Alaska, J'mstraliu1 Co.nadn, F:iji, Gunr..., linwaii::m Islancls, 

Jn:pnn, Now Zes.lan:1, the Phili::?ri~:es, Samoa, Tnhiti, ·t;he UniteC. States, and 

fror; ... a number of inter nat iorlal cnrriere, decided to estc,blish the 

"Pncific Interim Tro.vel Asoociation".§J 

The Constitutj.o:n of the new Associaticn proYidcs fJr an active 

tlCnbership, consi<Jtir:g :.>f official orGanizations f·Jr tbe ?r-.!I~loticn of 

tour:!.m:1 or, in lieu thereof, of the appro:pri~te gover:1Le:1t agencies and of 

governncntally reco.'.:;nizec'! air or surface co.rriars oervin,_; the Pacific area. 

It also provides for allied membership consisting of orGanizations, firms or 

individuals domiciled within the Pacific area and having a direct or 

il1direct interest in travel. 

Besides dealing with orGanizational problems, the Conference adopted a 

number of resolutions concerning tourist facilitias and govermnental 

fn.cilitation. One of these recommends the establishment of liaison with the 

United nations in compilinc; d.-:.ta on functione.l tourist travel facilities, 

such inforrr..ation/to be used to evaluate the e.ccomraodation problem and to 

measure future nc:ecls in this field. Another resolution cnlls for the 

compiling of up-to .. date travel information, inclucling porso~·1al e~1try and 

customs require~ents, and the possible publication of suet inforr.1ation. 

The resolution on goverr:mcntal facilitation calls for tho simplification of 

viso. and frontier formalities for tourists. 

---·-
2J See report on Pacific Area Travel Conference, 12-15 Jn.nu~xy 1952 •. 




