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; ·In or<ler to obtai~ the greatest -~!J~ o~ ~te.ttstic~ 1nf'ariJI;iy1dll on·c · · r 
··' ·'£' : ;!f·_ . . . . ; " • . • ·, .-·-· .t • - . ' . -.· ;-. . "' . . ~ w ~ -~'II • • •• ~. • f 

U~t ted S~tes foretsn. tra~. _at ~, .le$8.t JQS&ible coat, c~ryain. teululique.s' ~ve !. 
• - • • ' : '~ • . •• • .-~ ~ -,.- • •. . • ' . l --· • . ' 

bf,en ·pue ... into ~e~t in ~e.nt · ~. 1li tb.a oO(npiliJJS ot the U:nited,Sta.tes trade· : 
' ~' ' ' • • .'-C I ) '~ -~~ •,i~ A' • ~ .' '• t ,>. , • ' • • •, , ' ' > ·- '•· ' ~ 

statist tea. ,a,1ml4 at l'8tblc1ng the .. ~t ot, work spent in compiling tr11.orna tion · · ·· 

on low~.$he :and reJ.8t1~el;r un~l)t .,jMpmellt.s in. the Uni,ted Sta~s fQreigil ·. ·' 

trade. Those teo~ique~ ha:ve pend,~~d ~~· ~.t ~cree.s.e ~.n the over-aU. eoe,t, · ot 
• " '-~'- ' ·\.:··' . . . ' . ' ' i ": . • ~ ' • * _: .· ' . . 

compiling the u:ntte4 State:&J toretsn ~¥ ate.ti{;3tios ~th li~tle .or no. ;1.058 .in 
•· . ; • • . -' • c-~- _- . ' ' ' -, ~· .. ,., ..,. ' .•' :.- . ' . . ' . • • . \ ' - • 

the over-aU use~ss of,_,~ i.ttf'~tio~ e.nd at the s~ tiiDJ& hava t;reed 

resources f'9:1". ¥ork' ~ hlgb.,.-v&lne ~mOre. ~ortant shipments thereby inQrea.si-ng 
~· ·- -. ' - :· . . . . ., - . , . . . ' . 

the over-e.J.l Jl,o~l"8.c)y of' ~ statistics.. . . , , . · .:•. 

·A de~r1ptto~ of' t!Jese teohntq,u~s ~1. ~ of general interest to o~nt;ri'es· 
having ~ ~1~ ~porti~n of,.1.be1r t~ ~ ,in low-value shiPii'Snts .. (say ~r 

' ~- ... ' . - . . ~-· " ~ 

$10 to $.100 .9r, thei,r. equivalent~;~;}· .ana. the great bulk of the value· of.. ~tr. tre.de 
' ~ '· .. ' ' • • • • .- -- •• > ~ ' • • 

tn higher W.J:ue e.hiPQ18nts. . It JIOUld ap"ar. likely, t}W.t this will be cha.ra.ot.eristic · 
·- ' . .. • ~ - ' - . '* . -- . . . -· 

of lU()st. 1iJ"8.4iJ;lS. ()~tr1ees .~t l.eut toi either the 1m.por11 or export tra~ •. 
• ~ • • T, ' ,. ' ,. 

.~e ~e~~ whio)l haye beep put tnt<) effeo~ in th~ U?~ted State~ bf:lv;e 
essentially taken. actVa.nt&Se ot the tact that low-mu.e ~hipmel}ts. e.re. very ~r~s .. . . " .. 

but account for a very amall :part ot the total value of' the trade while hi~":ve.J.Ue ., 

shipments are l'elatiTet¥: ]Jtaa QmeJ'Clutf,llat account for a h:igh. proporttQ:a; of":tbe ' 
total value ,,· 1'his· t;: ;.,; ....... ~-"~ · ·.::. _::......:..:. - .oviiln. app. rdxtmat~' 'percen..ln~".: · ,:, ·· 

~-.. --~- . ..-c;) .: . - .·:- ' . - j. -.-.~'\,7 ·~- ' 
d1str1but: .s. b7 value glvu.ptDgb:·ehowi.ng the 

;per cent. c tor 't-1 ea~* "ial.'ue. goup.. Aa Y.lU. be 
. - -~. 1 

51·11186 
· .'/shown hlte; 
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!. 

shown la te;r. a s.imtlar. J~i tua tton to that portrayed in the table for export 
ahi~nt~' ·~xi~ts. 1~ .th~ case of the United States imports. 

Value interval 1/ 

Under $25 
25-50 
50 ... 100 
100-1000 
1000-5000 
5000·10000 
10000 and over',· · 

Per cent of the total 
number of e.xport shipments 
(approximtely 1o,.ooo,ooo 
per ;year~ 2/ .. 

30 
9 

... 5 
' 37 

i3 
. · 3 . 3 

. , .... 
:.~. '" _.-: ·~ 

Per cent ~-· total 40.,,le.. 
va..:....;;i .. u-.e_o ... r ... ·.ex...,no ....... r:--t,_~ ...... , ·. · - - ~-.. _......_._~ 

• . . ~~ . "'•.1 . . .· 

~ Less 'than 0.1 
Less than 0.5 

· ... 0.5 
6. 

17. 
,11 • 
65. 

It is apparent that as far as the accuracy. of. the grand total, :!9Xport~ . . , .. 

statistics is c.oncern~ t)le~. wOllJ-4 ~ be ~bout. e. o~.-~lf of one .. per c~n~ losa 
of covere.Sa ni the to:tal do~ Value · ~~- .. ~ ~. atatist~ce if aU shipments . ""• 
valu~d \in~tri$1o' (sonie 39 pe~ cent 'at:~. sht~n~) were. c~mpletely ~~ted,'frQm r 

; '. . :. ; ... ' . . ''·;: •• ·; • '" t': ~ ·., . :_. ;-. ~~ .. : .. ~~ .• . • . ' . ' . . . ~ 

the 's't'atistids. · If s~ipments uru1e:r.- $~00 lftl:re om1 tted the l,Qss ~ oove~e- WQlld be 

only·aboUt~6r1e ~~ ·o~nt.and.eve~ .if tb_~·11m1t' ~~1-e .~is~d to as high~ $1QOO •. the 
loss ~f bo~er~e \'would. b~ o~y about' 7 per ,:c~nt •·. ::··· , . . . . . . . . . .' ' . . . ' 

Fro~ the:·:: ~6tnt · of· ~ie~ qf the .figure for :the ~nd to:t~l dolla%' value of .. .. . . , . . . 

United'St~tes $xparts a~ error of one or even a fe~ per oent is relatively. 
, . (' . . . . . .' i . . ) . -- . • • . . . . . •.. ~ . . . . . ' 

unimportant'• : There ~s reason to believe that oth~ e~s in the e~.art , . 
statistids,·';ri~~ti~ 1~: the <loJJ.ar' valu~ a~·aigned to i~vtdual s~~~nts by . 

" .•. 

exporters, may in f~ct be even larger. While many of these errors in- reporti!lg 
", .. - ; ·• ,• ' • : <, • • ' ' "' ·' ' ' 

by exportete may cancel each other there is nevertheless _good reason to be.lieve · ... 
-~. . . . : ·t • . ! .• : ·._- : . . • . ~- • .- ' • ' • 

that tlley inti'o~ce biases in the over-all dolll}r value fi,gure. FoJ;> exam.pl!'! :· 

it is ·pl"Obfibi~- tliB.t . there' is some tendency fo:r Amer~can. ~xPorterE:J. to report~ . , · 
-, -·· . . . . ~ " . . ' : .. . . - ., ' : :_ . 

exports ·on the basis of' the dollar value f .• o.b. t:actory at an int~io.r point in·. 

the United States ~~ther ~·in iocordan~e with the ~quired dilf~nitton ~f t~. 
I' ' • • . . •.• 

dollar value,·- namely f .a:~. 'port Of. export •. For manar p~oducta .this .could ~eul t 
' . ~ . ; _,, ... . " 

in an error o-r 10. ~r 20 per .. cent. 
' . 

;. ~-

~ it . . , ._ ~ :;f "{ • _., ', .• •' • t' ·· t 0 •• -~ , , , • r 

y For .. simpl,i~t:ty of re:ter.&nce, value interte.le· tn tables a~ 1~ the text ~e. a.s_ ... 
1 

shown bel!e_.~ .. Fop complete ~~curapy. o'f .r~fei:':e~e .•tbe,·Pltervals· shoUld <be·· · 
deaipate4:. tJnii.Sr $25 .. ' , . . .· ,·' · . , , · · .. ":. . .. ~ .. "· · ; .·· 

•.'• ' / ,; ' '$2~ •eSUd' oter but' less' than' $5o . ',.. '' . . . ' 
$ $ - .: ' ~- : ,, •) '· :; . ' ' '. ·'' 

.·: ,-:''5' .. · .. ~~~-~~·~e:r .but. lee~, t~.lDO; ~tc•: ~.: ···' ·· ·"··· · · 
g/ Actually ·~e number of items appearing on export declarations. On the average 

ther~are 1..6 items on each eYl'>nrt declaration. · .... · · · · · · ' -¥- /Since 1t is 
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· ·. · - -;v·. ~ · ·. C1""'_.,~ ,·Y~' .. f~. ·, .. "'. 

stnqe':i.t.•iJJ:11iiprao~,ic8.l.~t6/el:.i.atnate>~a:U· ~¥in8;v~orir·"1:>:rfliti!'·;tiPe· it , ·-. ·-:-·- ·~ --.. . - r: >.~ -.·""~-~, ·_~,., ,~ .. ~--~--: ~·. ·.:.; ·.~ •---~· 

can be assumed :real.istiqalli ''tba.t',"fhe~ -~ui,a;Lwa~ b~ in .tbs-,U'Qli;ed-~tes · 
' ... - _.;,_ . ' . '· .· ..... . 

export statfst{os a~ error. Of~ l_)erhal).S se:veral.,per c~pt in. the g&.nd f;;o~l 'dtilla:t'; · 

value r:lgtir~. _',A slrrrl.lar a.~tement,. coul~ P;t?obably be JlBde ,in·regard to-·th& : · · · .. ' .: 

trade eta tis tics' of oth~r countriat;J. It o~n fUrthermore lite assumed. that thi's · · 

error· will .. trequentiy_ be . UnklloWI!. bo~ . ~la tt,ve:J,.y aad a})so~tely. · Looted· at· from··' 
this pdint of view there wou.l.d b~ ·~ ~t harm if' shipments valued under $501 ·': 

$1001 or even perhaps $500 or $1,.000 wert3 omittt;Jd. Ol.ltirely.trom the· ,gl"S.nd tot8.l. 
dollar value figure. for Qntted States. ~or~.·. Del,.~berately uGCJBrcounting total . 

' ,; ~ ' . ~"'· ·' ... 

ex:Ports by an approXtmtely known per cent would cau~ lees ine.onvsnience to. the. 
' . ' ' - •· \ .; . ·;.' ·. ~ . .: .· . 

user Or grand total figures than ~d the existence .pf other unkn:Qwn.- and: · .. .. ~' ' ' ,• . . ... ' 

unmeasured ~rrors· which might be ~eater 8lld wh~ch ~gtlt change .:1n·.importan~ 
• ~ ! .. • .. ' ~ • • . ~- ; - • : -, -,. • - • 

from Dionth to month and year to yea't'. . ; , ··. 

l:t is ale~· ap~ent from the diatribution of -expOl"t shipments by vaJ.ue ' · 

groupEr presented ~o'Ve that shi~ts valued at say b~tween $100 and·.say '5;ooo· 
have ·a;-' tar iees' 'effect on· ~e export ~ta.ti~tioe than s}l~pmtmts, ~lued a.t. $5 .tooo: 

or over. There· i~·: ·therefore, the ~9;p:tm"t~~·ty to deore~se t:Jle ~nt ot compiling 

resources; spent ori shi~nt~ between $1QO .. ~~ $5,o0o ·o~ $101 QQO" ~tllough:t;\Oif j;o-: 

as great e.ti 'exte~~ as ·ror sh1PDie~t8 11. $.lo9~ ··,This .would cer.~inl1 not . 

appreciably ~ff~c·t ·th~ ao~urac; and ~seful~ss·: of t~e· o~er-all statistics .· 

c, 

' 

• ,~ ~ , ·, ' : ' : •' ' '_ ·F ' , . ' . ' , ' ' -

particularly if at,· the same ·time pa);1; of the l:"efi'O\U"Cee . saved by 4re.Stic.ally .. reduc1 n; 
u •• ~ ~ • • • ' 

the work on shipments valued under $ioo and by reducing somewhat the work on 

shipments from $100 to $5,000 or $101 000 ~re used to increase the quality of the 

information on shipments valued over $51 000 or $10,000. A net improvement in the 

quality of' the statistics as a whole has in fact resulted in the United States. 

It is, of' course, apparent that e. decision as to whether to exclude shipments 

valued under $50 or $100 from the statistics or to redUce oompili~ costs on 

shipments between say $100 and $5 1 000 cannot be based solely on the anticipated 

effect on the figures for the grand total dollar value of the export trade. As 
' ~, "' . ,. ~' 

described below consideration must also be given to the effect on .th!' cl&ta1_l~C\ 
\ ' - " ,, ' ~ ' . . -.,; 

export sta.tisties, Da.Jnely.el)ose invo.lvinginf~~ton':!OJl 'exp~rts.by::,o6mmbdity arid 
i. • -· ' '. 1 ' ·, \ • • • .. • '" - ' ' ' - - '" • ' ; ·- 1', ~-' •, • • 

by country' of destination, _the .11l08t tuq;ortait.t ~taet~',tu tlle'&e~~l.ecl.~~tis~~~9~ .•. 
• ' • ' ' ' • - ' ~- • • " ~ .-. " ' • j 

,. -- J _,' ,· • ::•·. 

.. ... /Description 



:work 

comp~_ling -OP.~retions tor· shipments uhder $100 bt;is taki:ni"·pl.a.ce"f.n· inice~asive 
stages _qver a ~r ·9f y$8-rs. • 1be ·:ftrst .. r.e·dlletion in·work took: place ~< . ···. 
shi~nt~. valuetJ..- .. at -$10 aWl under,Y then at a ·:J.8ter· date work Wa.s reduced on. 
shipments ~l~ed e;t $25-:a'B¢ .$50 and under, 'and. later 0~ siiipllietits val~ed_'und~~ 
$100. ·'·; •'·. : :: .. '·"' . ' .: , . :' . '· . '· 

.:.: . . ' ' ' . •, ' ' . -- '/' ' . - ;.~·· 

. In May 1939 ·there ~$ .introduced in the· United Sta tea export commocU.ty 

e~asification (Scbedule·.B) a classif-ic'ation named. '~Gen:&rai Zrierc!lanaie'e ~lv.ed at 
. .. . . . . , ' ' 

$10, or lesq11
• · St;artiug at. that time su.eh shipnetits wee included ·in this rather 

than in th~' regular ·.commod1 ty classifieatione\~ · . 'ibe · information. for this.· tiew . 
claastfie~tion. Wa:s d~str1buted bt countries of destination 1n the ·same 1my as 

for the detailed corm:uoO.ity el:;.ssifications. liOweter; in the publiB11f;!d s~ttsties 
this clas$ificat1on Y•3.a me:rge<l ~-iHh 8.)10ther· caJJ:ed· '~All mercha~ise .not elsewhere 

apecifi.e~:· · Tills latter ol.:J.att<.'<-:'1.'ctt-don 'h~;i,•·r.,een 1n existence for many' ye~ and 

incl:_uded all ool:liii.Od1 ties which were not sepal-a tel~~ -tdent1f1ed. elaewh~re. 
·.'It was not until-1.941 that. these· two c~ss~f'ioations .Wke segreeated in the_ 

published etatietic, so. that :users were' 'trirormed 48 to the ~t of' ~hipmen~ .. 
under the class1f'ica tton "Gen~ral 'merehtina.ise val.Ued-"at '$10 or' le~s.". •· Th~ 
dollar value· shO'Wn. tn .this clase'tficatiorr·in the e'ta.t·isticir frlr ,the Yeart? 'lx4i. 

throughl945 were as follaws (iri millfomf'of aoia.ars): 

V Actually· the~e was an;,ther earlier reduction in 'the ~k on lOw•value ,1 tema .... , . 
. whe~~oa:4-ec~sion was tr~B:de to ·exchule'from the export· statistics 'all 'pare~l post 
shipments valued unde:r;o $25 and •to exe:tude. all thc;>se. ()ver;$25 tlO't :made- trom. ·one · 
bU&i'ness concern' to another •. TheBe provis-ions, which are still in effect, 
save a substantial amount of compiling work and more importantly aa.ve parcel 
post shippers a. great deal of trouble. 

/Total exports 



\ . ,.,,, :Total eipo:rt~ ,of :.~mea.t;i9. · . 
merchandise tEx:elUd1Dg . , . ~art~. reported as , 
-exports under Lend.;.Lee.sf) · · "General merchandise .. 

!a f!.nd. UN:RBA.i +l . · · !!Pf!d at ilP ot le.ss" gj 
' '• . . . ~ ·' 

~ . .. ' .. ·' ... 
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,., .~e:r cep.t ·of 
total 

1941 
1942 
1943' 
1944 
1945 

'$4,2512'•4: ·. . ,.:. ' ' $3~5 '. o.oo 
. 3;076. 7 . . . 4~6 0.15 
'2~501~1 3~7 .. 0.15 
21871.5 4.6 0.16 
._3, 707.9 . 4:3 0 ~12 

Th~ va~~· l.ifll;f.t'~. for this classifi;catio~····~neral ~rcharui1se valued at $10 

or less" was change_d to $25 in 1946, to ·$50' in 1.9471 ~d tQ $10.0 1n ~948. The 

relative i.mpo!r:'tance of the dOllar· value of tlle shipments in this category ~in the 

years fro:ril. :1946 ·through 1950 .is shown in the foU~ table (values also :in 
m1111~ns. or' dol.lars) $ ' . ,' ' ' . • ' 

~ .- - ' 

vee..,.. -
Total expo~ts of.domestic 
merchand.isa· · (:EXc:.ttd.1ng · ·~: 
exports \lu6.er Lend..;..Lease/· · . 
a~W TTl"Rf'\A ·• • · 

-..........t.;,----~----1946 . $ 7,907.6' 
1947 . ' ' 1!3,875 .. 2 
l;J48 (Jarl...June}, 6,487.9 
1948 (July-Dec) 6, Q.lj:2 .2 
l;J49 '~ll,936.l 
1950 10_.1~ .. 3 ' 

" 

~orts reported as 
"General merchandise 
'Ve:lul'.l1 r-: t . 11 

. .....,._,~..;...-...... _...~: ... 
$. '~1 .. 4 {fy 25 a-nd less) 

62.2 {::::-}o fi.~,i 1e£Js) 
. 28. 7 {$50 a~d ,l.eas) 
.'59.6 .(~ $~00) 
122.4 (under. $.100) 
114.3 (under $100) 

< "' -~ • .• ,. • 

·, 

Per cent of 
total 

o.'27 
O.o45 . 
o .. 44 
0.99 
1.03 
1.12 

At t}le time of each ot these olia.ns'es 1n the value l+mt t an, ana.lyei.s was mde 

of the' effect. ·obi the; cdlllrilhdi ty ana· country, .expor~·. ~tatJ.s~ies ••. 'Ih~ most·.:' . 

thorough-going investigation !Jf this type was' that mde •t ,the t'-me the .value 

lim1 t was cbal:lged from $25 to $50 a.rui the· d.e_~cr1pt1~ wh1~h .foll(?WS: is. largely 

ltmi ted. to thts change • ' A similar .. but m~;:h leas exhausti,ve a.nalyaie .wae made 

when thJ value 'limit was changed from $10 to $25 and fron\)50 to, $100. 
_,. \ ' :• ' ~ . . ~ . . 

~ ' • j 

y Lend-Lease :and UNRRA sh.ipments were rel~tive+y few 1~ l}umbe:r .and v~r-, high ' ·. 
in. dollar Valt+S per .. Shipment • . . . . . . .. . . . . . 

y It will be. noted that this classification tncludi,ci. shipments' ~J.ue4 "at $10 o~ -
. les.s" ··and thai, with later changes. in the v,a.lue ·limit~ shipments ValUed at .. ' 
"$~5 or lese", n$50 or less'' were included in. tP,e c].aseifications;. !l'he 
diffe.rehce between these value limits and those shown tn the distributions ; . 
of shipments by value groups is not or any grea. t importance since there 
are relatively few shipments . v:a.luea. . at e;m.c t~y $10·, $25. or ,$50 •. · In the. · ·. 
latest change ~n ~e limit to $100 the :c1a.Ss1fioation is define~ ~q. i"PO;l.Llda 
shtlhente valtted at lees tl',lan ~loo·. · · · · · .. · · · · · 

j • • • - - • • • • • 

..lit nay be'. 
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It may be added at this point that the analysis which was made at the time the 

valuo lim! t was changed from $50. t9 $1()9 was mueh lese ~lls'tive 'thm1 haL~ '·\>een 

the ane::tysie made at the time or· the' earlier· change prin16r:i.l;t bec~~ee · ~h!!! ch8ne~ 
from $5o ·to $toq ·W:a made hurriedlY at .. ~ ~ime. when ~. 'a.p~~Fia.#·~· ~~ ComPillt~s. 
foreign ~~f+de. statistics ·~s ~exl>e~tedly s~v~~~ly reduced.. ~t ·that. time it 'tlP.~ . · . . ' · .. 

assumed, based on the investigation niade in connection with tl:le 'change from $25 _. · •· 

to $50, thau ·.the raising of the dollar value limit t'rom $50 to·· $100 ~e lese likcl~·. 
to reduce the ·over-all ueef'ulnees of the export statistics than any other change 

in the compiline progre.m which· might be i;na.de. . . . 

When the Value limit. w~ raised fr~ $25 to .$50 in 1947. the analysis· of th~ · 
• • • " • •j . ' ,; . : : •. . ~- I ' ''f ' * 0 .' •. ~. ' ' • .' 

effect of such a ·change on the export ~tatiatios proceeded ~long the following 

lines. It was first of all apparent that. changing of ~he Value limit from $25 to 
,. . . ' . 

any higher dollar value figure would have varying effeot·e on different commodity 

classifications. It was dete~ined by investigation that if the. dollar ~lue 

limit wa.e raised from $25 to $501.· _34. of' the total at approxil;"a.to~ 3:000 ..... 

claeeificationa for which separate . mfo~tion 'W8,8 being compiled 'in the export . 
. •. ' .. 

etatistiq'~ 'WOUld be undercountea by mor~. tpan 5 per cent .•. These p34. cl:B.ssifieations 

included such: i:teme as "fresh ,oysters in the shell," "fresh shr-imp,: frozen, or 

in ice," "viceei'' "canned frtii~, n;e~s,.,~'"metal and stove po~iehe~:," .'ipa~te:end. 
mucil.e,.ge," "liv~ :poultry, etc.''. In almost all cases the exports of _these 

commodities -w:ere ·Ieee than $11 000,000 a year and in many cases ';tees·. than $1001 000. · -

The t()tal va).u~. of. ~xporte of all of theoo 34 comnodities. ill '1946 ~e $.10,000,000 t 1 
..:· ·- ' : .. ' ' 

only 0.-1 :per cent of the. exports of all 3, 000 commod.i ties a.. 

These commodities were 'iocat~d by investi~ting .both the,. th(:jn .·cu~nt 19.46 

tlhipmente and shipments d~ing 1939, a pre -war year. It _was felt at the t.ime that. 
f .• • '.. ' . • ' . • . 

tJince the 1946 trade was chancing so greatly dur:il'lg the t~sition from war to . . ' . . . ' 

peacetime conditions complete: rel1arice .could not be :placed .on any findings. based oD. . 
. ' . . ' 

the current 1946 trade only. Much 'of the analysis, theref;re, was made on t!Je, bas_~.Cf! . 

of 1939 trade. In the records of 193~ trade coz;m19d:itiee we~e lqQated where tbe 

dollar Value of· shipments betw~en $1 ana. $50 ($10 and..$50 fer ttade ·between' ~y'·~d. 
l)ecember 1939) 'WSB-more. than f,ive per cent· of the-total exports forth~ Commodfty. 

The conltnoa.ities eo .located on the basis of t939 data .were thep. iri'~~t-~gay~ f'o~ the 
. . . . . '~ ~- . .. . : . -· . . 

trade situatiOn .. in 1946. · · ·' · · 

Thro1.iehout the inv~stigation attention· ~s -~1 v~n to ·tne. pos~tbi'ti.ty of.' 

seasonality in the exports 'or indiviclu~l 'eommoditie~· whi;h ;~ul.a· ~--~ome cfises''' 
,· ' . •• . ' • '. \ • ' ' • • ,. ' • . . .•. 1~. • ' 

result 'in the trade for part of the mcmthe of the year showing a -high ~rcentage 

/of the 
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of the to~l exports co~'-~ting Qf: BhJpmo~ts .from $1. ~ $10 . ~ ;11>50.. (Fo:r·t~ 'YfJr?J.n 
• ' ' " ~ ' • ' l ' ;. • .. - ,.t . " • - ' . ' • . . 

as a w~ole tnclud~~ thoee .. mo~t~ : 1~ _.Jilli~ e~po~., ,.,re h~. ~ . over~ll · . ·: . 

percentage ~ght b~ . less -~,:(iva .per CIS1li:t· .. · ',l'~e · f~ list·. C!f · 34 c·oll,llllOdities, 
. . . . . ' . . . 

therefore, included onl,y tb.QSe whic;h woulcl. be ~rcounted by mq~ ''bllf:ul. five . 
' ' ... . ~ . ;. . • \c~ '.. : - . ,._ . . • . . . 

par cent by the increase 1n the va1ue .. lUQi t to~ $50. over a periO<l :Of a; full year .• 

On .the basi~ pf this speoial ~i~. of l9J.9 and 1.946 . trade it was deoided 
• t· ' .- . ; ,, . #'' . . 

that no serious loss in the usefulness. ot. the statisttcs would result if the· . - ·.·-" - . . ,' .... ,_ ..;·.' ·.· '. ' - ' 

,.value limit were raised to $50. · ' ·· 
. t c • .,. "' • • ' ! ' •. ~· ~ - . 

An investigation Wt;~ ~e.lso ma.t\e to determine whether all of the 34 commodity 
. ' . . . . . '• ~ ' 

cJ.ass1f1ca tiona Vhi.ch would be . Ullderc~ted ~1 more than· 5 '.Per. cent as a reaul t 
' : ' ,· . . . ' . . . . . . 

of the ch~ ~ere aotua13sY .needed .in ~the· expor;t ~cQ.tr.1110d1ty classtfication~ ·. It · 

was determined that nineY of the COllm!Odi ty classifications actually· served no · 
' ' 

use~l pur.P<>se and that .even t]lou.eh Sa~Je .or. the.~ olass1f1oe.tions had been in 

existence for many ;years there .wp appe.:rently 1tttle or, no use ,being made of the 

info~tio~ on exports of these par:tioular cOilliiiQdlttes<. .. :it was, 'th.e»S:fore, · 

conclu~d: ~t th~ ~epara.t~ preaeuta:tion :Of ~nt"~P*t10n on exports· of theae . 

particu~ c~dittes. oould be-eliininated, from the .statistics~ ·'Ihe co'mmoditles . . . . ·:. . . ' " - ~ - . . ' . 

so eliminated. and comb19S4- vi.~ cth.e:r COIIIrlPclitt&e~:~r(:)· as follows: · 

Sohedule ·B c~i ty. . . . . · . Dollar value· of exports · 
c6ae· r.niinber ··· O~dity, d_escr\R~i,gp. . 1~46 .: • __ .,;,~ · 

253500· Flowers and toitaee 1 out, . ·· 
· fresh ahd preserved ' 342~957 

397005 
596003 

615515.: 
617200 
669105 

931900 
944000' ~ 

Mat~sses, kapok· 71676 
Quartz crystal, piezo dectr1c.1 " . 

frequency centrol units · · g8,932 . 
. Q~,Z. cryeuu, optical, 

plates 1 lenees an{l bl,EluH;s ... 
Oircttlar diamond saw .. • 
Slip,.voi.nt pliert:J . · . , . . . 
Ma.gnesiw.a metat in, ()ther fo,;r:'1DS, 

O.,.e .a·~· arid magnesium ;ribbonS 
Other ~t)ho~ders ana··parts .· 
Ice Slm. tea . . . ., •· ·. . 

• < .l~64-3 
''6' 4 .. ,3 3 

· ·M,S.70 

,, 44',040 
145,783 . 
•23,483. 

t .. · 

U:sere. of tlle statistics on tb.e. 25 · comodities -:rema:mii:lg ·from the original 
~ .. -·. . . . •. . . 

li~t of 34 were informed that ~·· fJ,tat1etios- to be issued. Eitarti:ng in. 1,947 with 

the new value of $50 rather than $25 would be undercounted by between f1 ve and ten 

per cent (15 per cent for ltlive poultryu). There were a few complaints from users 

~ In addition 3 of the remaining 25 classifications appeared to be only 
temporary usefulness. 

/over tbis 



·~ ' 
.ova:r. th;\S J.ODEJ. :9f COVel!!age .bUt· tt ;was<~potnted- o\lt to 'tbSS~ users' thAt ·t~e. ·;:·"' 

inf'~~t1~ wh.i~h.YQUld:;still·: be ·compiled'WoUld 'prorldtl 1ritor!lliltt~ on ·th~: trend 
of trade :1n -the : cGIII1D041 ties :even ·thouglf· 'the A'btual. amount· shtrWn in· "the exp~rt ; ·, : 

r'- '> • '• • .\.0 \' "> ' .. - '• .' ', ; " ' • \~ ' • • ~ • '') .,>-. • :• .:·~ \ -, 

i:itati.aatics .would ~e and.ercounted. In 8dd!it1on:,: it was point~d out that'' 

subst~t.tal sa$1sa in the ·Yhol.e:.COIIPUins .proeen were'~being mAde.'by the· ~hance 
ih: th~· ~e limit and ~t it was essent'iaUy• tru-9 tb8t'·if' the cba.DSe' i~ -;alue . 

li~·t were ~~ to be- uade the ·whole: savtne VOUld :baove to be:looJ«ja upon tis the · 
. '. . ··i . ' ·~·· ' ! :. ' 

cost of prc>viding information on these relatively few ·commoditte.s. "It would. ncit 
' . 

have.been a ;,oeasonable·.pos1'Qion':for :the-users of the fitatistics .. on·these few 
• ' ' r ' ' ~ • • • • "" • • 

commod1 t1e.s to have, -held that the .intot'mat1on ·tn·'ifhich they were ''interested was 

actuaUy worth the te~ of' ~Olleands · ot . dollars \which wefEr' beiz1s saved by the : 
chanaed p~cedure_... . . _.·. · · · · · · ' · : '. · · .. · : .. 

At i{he t~ the. value ·ltmi't ws raised n:om. $25 ·tO $50 an inva'·atig&:tion"We.s 

also mde to dete~ne, whe;th~r _:l·t W!:l .r::ieC.essary to eoJi1p1le 'inf'ormation,..by d'buntcy 

of &;stination f~ .t~ese shi,Pl!l&l)tt!J'. valued at. $50 or 'lei!e. . Sf. nee· the exP:~t " 
statisti~s. lfere cla~sf!ld into only 138·;Cduntr1es of dest1ttation-:1n comparison· with 
3 1000 ee~t,e oom.od~ty classifications :ther&: existed a possibtlltt. that ·th~ . 

compl~te' -~liminatio~ of' count~y.7:1nformation· ~:ahii_;mente Valued at $50 or,' l~~~ 
• ' .. ,,. *" ' •• - • . ' ' . 

might be put .:tnt;o effec1i with no particular ef'f'ect ou the figures oti .t~de wi.tli · 
each of ~he._l38 ~ountrief3.. Bowev~,--~~ere: w·riJ a:DUtilber of countries :~h~~ th~. 
value of trade in shipments at $50 or less _app~ntl.y would be an appreciable 

. amount Of the ~otal t.rade and where the:. pro,port1<1n Of· trade in such shipments . . . 

might change appreciably. from p~iod·~o p~riod. ,It V6.s accordingly decided that 

even though c~dtty inf'ormat1pn.1'0Uld. be elWnat.ed·on the shipments at $50 or 

less these Bh:lpmbnte would continue to be 'sh~ in 'tihe statistics by country ot .· 
' .· ... •' . 

destination. . TJi:ts. decision was based in part· on:. the ··realization that country .. 

information could be eOli!Pil:ed mucli luore ·efieil)' :,~ :~Ommodity info:rnBtion and that 
' . ' . ·.' ,- -,.' ,, . . ,• 

the naJor proP<>rtt~n of the ~~v1nge ,.n,oolll):iling costs would be made by elim.i,nat'i~ 
ths compiling of C~lllllOdity 1nf'o~t1on. Only ~: f'ollbwing countries· bad more tmm 
a five pe:r. cent o~ t:b,e. total value of. t~de included·tn· the categort of ·"General 
merchandia~· value.d at $50 or.less11 iJl the :rear 1947. ... •}' . : 

? • "' _. • ' 

/Countp: 
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C ountr;x: · · ·• 

Miquelon ·and 
St. Pia-.r.re. 

Baha.J'l1.'9.S 

Seyche:iJ:.s~ ·e.na · 
Depef?.dencies. 

.. 
·'•' 

$ 

' 

'. 212,168. '. 
' : ..... 

.9,471,52;) 
' 

•· 9;522·'· 

$ .. ~ 10j'&3' ·= .. 5.0 
' 816,895 8.6 

, '• " '637· 6.7 

Countries ~liowtng more than five : p~~! dent of ~~ . tn th~·: category in i;;49 ... 
. . . . •'. • . . .·. ". I 

after the iimi t was ehafleed · t~ $100 were as . t~llows ; · 
. • _,,. t" . -~ • ' :_ . • : '" ~ • • ~·. :· • ; • 

. ' 
Country 

Miquelon and 
Ste Fierre 

BritiehHondllre.s 
Honduras .. · · · 
Nicaragua: · ' r : 

Be:nmlda 
Bahamas 
Leeward and: -r • · 

Total United States 
·. ~ ~o-rts of ':domestic 

merchan.§Jse, ;6~ 

;, f 128 ;515 .. ~. 
. : 2,035i087 : . 
32,510,.568 
14,6Ho,07o 
lO) .986·,.065 
8,044,624 

' . . . :.:.• 

Windward Islands 
Latvia 

2,:976,354 ... 
.. 368 

'99,21.9' 
126,268. 

1\,zo:ree 
Albania 
French· 'Pacific 

Isliltid · 5,815,0l3 

Exports inclu&?d tn · 
c1assi:fication '"Mer· 

' clii:mdtse; valued under 
f100, n t942 

Per cent,. 
of ··· 

total 

As far as 'tb.e users of the statistics were concerned -t~Qee_.people. 1n~el"ested .. . . ; .. . ~ ' - .. " . ; . . -· ' - . 

in tradEr with these countries found that af'te.I,". the value limit was· ~;hanged to_. 
$50 th~'i-e. was. a ·s~what increased area wher~ they had no .ct;>ltmlOdity informa~on .. 

• • " • • • • ~ j • • • ' ' • • ' • ' ". ,''" . ~ 

ori trade w1 th the particular oountrie.s. At no time has th~- b~e,n comp~int ,. , 

on th~: .iart. of u.sers ·~·~ t¥ .. s~·~t~~ic~ ~of th~.se ~~nt~ie~ ·t~t the ~sef;V.~ss. ·· . 
of information has been affected by the ohatJge. 'Ibis .applieEI ;&.ot. only to the 

chB.:rigiilg ·or' the. ~iu~ l1~it f'~m $25 t~ $50 but ~lao ~~·the later change fr~. 
$50 to $100. .., , .:. :: 

.. ' ~ . ' 

'·. 
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·Certain savt~s 1in oom;ptl~ng·c~ountey::i.rif~tion.4;'or shipments valued -a~. 
$50 ~r ·less and -~~:r·· $100 ·:we·ie· made as changes . in the Value limit t.ook p~~e. 
Th~ ~omp1lat1on of co~trY of. dest1Ilat1on infol'DI!Ltion on shipments valued at· 

$25 .or less was first aar\ried out by sorting to~ separate handliJJg~ ~l export 

dec_~tiona containing only shipments valued at $25 or less and then sorti'hg. 

these decla.rattons by country of ~stination. After ~i.e sort~ns the dollar 
. . - . • . • ' ' ', •• . t ' • :- • • ·._ ~ 

Talui:rs on the ~l:port declarations were manually ad4ed by. the us~ ot. adcling 

<' 

machines and suD~~~Zry punch c~ds prepared shawi~ the total of the $25-or-less 

trade wt th each country }J · In &011!8 cases more than one punch card was prepared 

for ~~e law-val~~' trade, with .aa 1nd.1 vidual ~ountry for convenience 1ft set t1ng .. . . 
up tAo~.~. of ~al adding. work., .. 

Export declarations containtng both items valued .at $25 or less:.~ hf,.gh~-.. . 
value ·.1 tems were not segregated in this fashion ·but wont through the regul8r_ · 

w ' . 

cotrmiGdi ty coding eyera tion~ ·In this operation; .however, the coder would. pot. 

coDIDlOdi ty code items valued ~t $25 or less but woald .merely insert the code ' , 
J •• • • .. , :.~ :-. '. ';~ 

number tor the cla.ssifica tion "Merchandise valued· a. t $25 or less" • ~n the .: , · 

items on these documen~ were punched a card vas perforated not ·only for the · 

shipments on the documents valued over $25 but also tor shipments valued at· $25. · 
. .. . r . . 

or le~·s. In the preparatton of the statistics punch· cards for the $25 .or less '. 

shipments were sorted .bY cquntry and totaled and. c0llll>1ned with the summary car.dS 
. I ·_ . • 

for each country which had been prepared by manually_ adding _the dollar, values show• 

on the declara:ttons··cottta1.ning ilril.y:$25 or less items. · .. 

After· the value llm1 t ·had' been raised to $100 1 t . was di.~covered that more 

than half' of the maniial awt'ing work on cleclara tiona c~tiin:1n8' only 1 tems valued 
• • ' • ·' .... " \< '• ·:·; ; • '. 

at less than $100 was ·being carried out for shipments to ·two countries, . namely 
,. : ' ' ' . ,: - ~ -: .. .- .. ~. '' . '-

Canada and MeXico.. It was· further discovered that ina+-ead ·of manually adding .. 
0 • ~ ,- ·, : T 

the value on these low•talue documents ·the value could be ·estimated by phys*cally 
~ ., ' . : ·"' .· ... - .. \. _ .. _, 

!./ There was no segregation by United States Customs District of' e%port. ~ese 
shipments were 1 therefore 1 excluded from the fi~res on exports from each 
Customs District and included in an artificial 'Customs District,. ent1 tled .... 
"Ex.port shipments indiviclually valued $25 or less." This procedure was 
similar to that used for exPOrts by parcel post which are not segregated 
by Customs District but instead shown as parcel post shipments under an 
artificial "Customs District" classification. 

/weighing the 
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weighing the dooui!lents to get an approximation of the number of d.ocuments and 

then applying a constant or approximtely $46 par docu.ntent. '!his figure of $46 

. was o})tt;~.ined by analyzir.rg the results of· the· previous adding operation as 

carried out over. a JlUmber of. months. Tl:is approximating of the· dollar 'Va.lue · of 

the shipments .valued at less than ·$100 to C8.Illlda and Mexico (appearine on .; 
declarattons containing no.items -valued at $100 or·over)'proviood a satiaf'actor11~ 

accu:ra:t.e figure tor the· dollar. value ot such· shipments. As a matter of fact it 

. was determi~d :that the weighing and. estimting procedure was more ·accurate than 

unverified. manual adding.· ~e .proo.edura for eetimt1Dg the value of coi.iree, 

required _that a period..ic :check ·be made .. onee·eVery three or six months to make 

certain tba.'G tbe constant·.did not cbange appreciably. This :mea.ilt tha.t once every 

three <»:' six· months.; th~ -documents O'f shipments vaJ.u:ed at lese than $100 to 

Canada and ~rtco had to be manuaU7 &d..ded a.n4-.the adding ·verified to check the 

constant which had been used Since the la.st check. The 3 or 6 months' checks 

showed that the or.igiml _constant needed little or no cha.nge. At present the 

constant is $49 for -Mexico and. $~5 for Canada. 

Soma 1t?.vesti~tion has been zde as to whether this prooedure could be 

applied. to countries other than Canada and. Mexico and 'there is ··some reason to 

believe tha.t not too great an in&ocUr&o7 YOU.ld rewlt if the procedure were 

applied· to ship¥Dents to Ouba, Venezuela, and Colombia where there: are also a 

large number of low-value shipments from the United States. 

It should be recognize .If. that this method of approximating the value of the 

low-V(ilue ·ahtpments to Canada: and. Me.xicb 8.nd. perhaps other countries does 

introdl.loe B.Jl added inaccuracy in the information. However,· 'this added tilacc'Ura.cy 

is only applicable to the low•value shipments which con.Sti.tute :even in t&tai 'tml.y 

a few. per cent of the total value of the:· e:icporte to these countries • '·EvEm a 50 

per cetlt or 100 per cent error 1n ·the -estfhrate of.1th<=f lo'W:.Ovalue Shipments would 

not, therefore, result in an error of more· than a per cent or' two·'tn the figures 

of the total value of exports to these countries. There is, ot' course; the . 

safeguard tba.t these estima.tes are checked every three or six months to make · 

certain that the pattEirn of trade is not ·chariging in a way which would introduce 

gross errors in the metho~ ot estiJ:Df.i.ting •. · · 

In light of the success of this method o~ .estimating_ t~e ·tOtal value of the 

low-value tre.de with cert~:;Lin coun~ries, it. hafi. recently been tbe feeling that the 

/appraooh to the 
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approach w· the cQmp1l1Dg of itlfo:t'!lation on these low-valu'e "8b.t.Pmflnt8 might' wel:J. 
be changed eo +.~ t ·at .least every three or six months there 1:s some· a~dt ty · · 

information provtded ~n these low·Talue shipments., Plans in this direction hav~ 
not been worked out, but it is the thought that soiue fUrther sacrifice !niS!t.t be .. 

made in regard to too accuracy. of cou.ntr;r informatiOn on the :low•value 1 tenia i_n 

the interest of obtaining more commodity information,. Under such a ci.ulnSe ·in . . . . . . . . 

object! ve it woul~ be the ,.ntention once every thre'e or six months to pull a 
' 

aamp:J.e of $100 or leas shipments, commodity code the ·information on these· sample 

shtp~nts, and provide users or the statistics with commodity' inf~rma.tion~Y . . : 

At the same ttme the. sample would be used to -·obta:ln ·country information in 

subs.ti tution for e.atimt.tne t.he· value o'f undier $100 shipments whic_h is in ~ffect .. 

at present or the nanual. addi:ne <of' the dollAr value f'or countries having a 

BII8Uer m.unber of u~r. $100 shipments• '.Ihis deriving ot country information on .. 

a sample baste would reduce the emouracy of the country information somewhat both 

tor th~se c~ntries ftj>l:' which the figures are nov" bi:d..ng estimated and t~~ 'those 

for which fisures are now obtained by manual ad41ng. 'lhia result~ from' the fact 

that the s~le woul.d.,·be pulled .only every thre·e·w st.x:·:montha and country 

in:t'Ol"ll!fl.t1on ,-ould be baaed on the sample both ~fer the sample month aDd. for 

months b~tween samples. ·· · · ' · . 

On the other hand, it is hoped that the sample procedUre would, ,rl,th~t 
appreciable increase in cost over present procedures,. make 1 t possible to 

provide commod1 ty information Vi th a , rea.Sonable ·,degree of accUracy for the months 

for which the SarJ!.Pl~·, iS pulled.· One difficulty With this proposed neW. plan ol . 
procedure is the :fact .that the oo~odi ty information would be ~btained ~nly eve~y 

• . I 

three or six ~nth~.. ~is :would not'. pr.ovSde good in:rornation f~ ~ommoditiea 
which are shipped se~sonall;r such as fresh vegetables or fruita Vhich may be 

exported trom the tfu~ ted. ~.te.tea only aur1ne one· or two l.t!Ontlis· ar .. the , ye~.;,.. The 

1nvest~gat1on baa .. re-,.e~led. ~t to provide ·adequate ·cOillllOdity intOrm:iticm for. a· 

sample month it would be: necessary j:.Q pull a .sample of at least 20 per c~nt arui' 
i 

y Commodi ~Y (\escriptiona mat be provided by exporters on the export a.Sciaration 
form tor alitpments valued over $25. Coumodit1. information therefor-e is 
available and could be sampled for shipments Wilued between $25 and $100. For 
sh~pmenta under $~ commo.d1 ty 'intarm:t;ion $8 prOVided by exporter& on the 
decla..rationa in pra.ct1cal.ly all cases even thou~,. it is.n,eceaeary only to 
desori:be th:e shiptnenta as valued urid.er $25. 

/possibly higher. 
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pofJSi,bly btgher..V. Th1s .would be a; fairly ·costly o.\'6rat1on and thereforEt could 

_uo,J;. :be, repeated J®rl} t'reque~tly. than ·once every ~·e mo11tha and possibly ~t 
mo~ frequently :tha.n once every stx 1n0ntha ·wttheut·appreoiabli increasing costs 

over pl"ffsent prpcedur.es... This u· not a· sufficien~ly- shoi-t 'interV-al· to pr6vtde · 

adequate -tnformation·on those commodities Which bate a high degree Of 

aea&o~l~~Y•. , '· · 

It is hoped that some procedure can be worked out whereby this· difficulty 

ca~<:be OVE?rCOII19 •. :Because of tile cost-involved it does not appear to be an 

accep'ta.:qle. 'alterntlo'tfive to pull a sample every month or evEm 'every second month; 

I.t, ma.:r._ be that soxr:e .Ji+ethod can be devise'd for sampling cet-ta1.ri' seasonal 

cOQr.IO.~t ties more ·frequently than once every· three or six months,· w1 til commodity . ' ' 
into.n:a tion for non-seasonal commod.t ties being obtained every three or six " 

monthQ. .There ~s of· course the possibility of foregoing additional. i.bi'orm:l.tion 

on under $100 shipments of seasooal cODII:IOdities, a loss of intonnation ·whidh 

might be · qt:J; t te unimportant •. 

Pr6cedures t.2J!.C..I.2!.~ the awet:Jl.t-2! com;eili$ work, on shtests valued bet,ween 
. · i}.OO'!!!§;_~ ..... opo'or ilo,gg<?..!_n!,,inc:r.~ease ~...!!£curacz ;.>f information · 

. 02ffiPile.d on ehiPDWn~f' y,a~P,~J-(i'i~ooo and11-.o;Po9 a11:'d over ' 

Re~erring bac~ ~o the table ~~- th• distribut~o~ of export shipments 

by value intervals, it will be notea.that in.the.expor~ statistics 65 per cent· 
' • • ' • ' ' 'f ' 

of th~ total dollar value o:f the. expo~t trade but only 3. per cent of the number 

of $h1pments ts accounted for by shipments valued over $10,000 and that over 75 
per cent of the va1ue.of .the trade but,only 6 p~r cent of the number of shipments 

is accounted for by shipments of .over $5.,000. ~is presents the opportunity to 
~ . •: . ' 

1ncrea.se compiling accuw.cy on shipment.e val.u.ed., over $5,000 or $10,000 to increase 

the over-all q~lity of the .statistics at relatively sma..U increases in coat. ' 

~ increase the accura.c.~ of informatio~ on .shipments valued over $10,000 tlie 

procedu;re, f::xr compiling intol'lllB.tion on these ship:p~ents ·differs in a number ot 
respects tro.g~. the pro.cedU.re follo~d. f'or OQlUPiling information on shipments under 

$10,000. The col!lmOdi ty codins o~era.tion for shipments ;valued over $10)000 is 

carrie~. out by h~ghly skilled commodity clerks and the comnodi ty coding · , 

. -, ... ' 
' y !Xhe t'act that ~ relatively l,a.rge sample i.s requ.1re.d pri:r.narily results from the ·. 

·ra.ot· that· the sample 1s to be used t9 measure the .. vo1J1me of .under $100 . , .. , 
s-hipments in a large numbs~ dt'' 1nd1vi.(lu:aJ. export coulnodity ·elaasifications. 
There are at present a t.opal of .. :;!,700 such ela.ss1ticat1ona. . · 

/verification 
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verification procef;Js i,;~t .c~ied out· not bt cod!~ clerks; but .by. eu:Pe:rneore 1dio · 
Speciaf.~Ze in, c~rtain COiliQOdi;t~ groups •, 1n ac1dit.f.On1 the clerks· 'and SUperrl80rs 

CarJ"y oot .the COI!II'!Ipd1ty Q09.ing and cormnodity, ()Od1Dg verification OPerations Work 
outside of productton eta'Qdards. In other words they are .not held to the 

-' ·'. ' . ' . 

relatively high Produ.~tivity rates requil."ed.of c~ders of. shipments between $100 

and $101 000 where the average rate of coding is about 16o items an )lour.. COding 

on ,tte~ w.,luetl, $10,000 and over. is at only about ·~lf this rate. Coders of items 

valued bet~een $100 and. ~101 000 ~t ·turn out a certain nwn.Der of items per hour 

in. order to avoid unaatief'actoq efficiency. ratingS .·Which reflec:C OU their' work 

standing. Coders of items :valued over $~9,000 are held sti•1ctly accountable for 

accuracy of .vod~ng,. bu.t.. are not held as s·trictly aocountabl:e for amount Of 'work 
.. -. -_, ' · ... 

clone. · · .. ·' · 
Th~ punehi-ng and. punch vertftcation on items valued' over·$10,000 are also 

carried out with: great care and. tbe ·punch ·cards ere eep&.rately ·listed before be ins 

tabulated during the preparation of the statistics. In this listing of the 

punch cards a total of the dollar va;t.u,e ~s obtain~c:l as part of the listing :8.Jld 

this dollar. value is c~e~lte'd ~trist ~· d.oliir val4~ :thta.l s~e~tall~ obtainad ·b; 
~ ' ' ' - ' '- . - . " ' . ' 

manually. addi'M the ·doll.ar value. f'igcii·ee shown. on the ··individual declarations • 

. Since the coding and veritytng ope:l:oations· on the over $101 000 items. are. 

carried out· with great care, coding or punching errors are practically non:existent 
• 'j • : • 

in the published statistics for these shipments which account' for 65 per cent of . 

the eXport trade. 

Punchtns of all itoms over $5,000 is also 100 per cent v~rified but the 
- . . . 

cards are not listed and checked against specially prepared totals •. For items 

valued between *100 and $5,000 there is only a one per cent' sa:inp~ Verification of 
~ . 

punch~. It is· inteild9d. that this s&nple;Verificat1on proc$dllre will ma~ 
certain only that the puncher keeps within reas6nable limite of ~rror over an 

extended period of time. ·If the degree of error in the punching operation rises 

above certa-m limits for a month th~ pu.ndher'ts 100 per cent 've~ified until a 

reasonably low. degree of :error is attained. Lapses tri. aceuracy requiring ~00 

per cent verif'i,oa.tion are recorded against the punch operator's record and the 

efficiency ratins of the employee is adversely affected and work s~tus therefore 

weakened, This sampling verif~eation· proc·edure follows quality control pr:inciples 

which h~ve ·~'~en de,velope(). in recent· yea~. ·for. cgnt;:-ollill(S .quality of produor in 
~ '- . ·: 'c ' -' • .. 1 ' _, ' ' - ' , - "" 

manufactur1'1'16 and maee-sta.tietiotll compiling operations. 

/It may be 



It may be added at this ~nt tbat for· e.. while the~ ·.waa a· higher pe:rbent.aee 
•• • .'·.· .,-, ~:- > ·-·~-- '·; -:··, ·'· '._'·.: ·: •. ·- ·,···· ••. .: • ·: ··: • ·•·•• • ' ·~ •,'' ·' 

or ver1f1cat1?n or puno)l1ng: .t)lan the ;Fee.en~ ·o.ne ~:r .:c.e.nt o:a. the t(I.Ssumpt1on .that 
: ' • . . ' -. • - :·I ' . ' -. ~-4 . .: . • • . : . . - -!. • ;- _. -' ' • ' . • - ' - • • 

th&. vertrioation ope~tton should catch aily ·batch of· work; having over. a cer.tain 

perc.entage of errors. .··Xn o~der to che~k .. th,.~· acctir~c! of a· ~tch of a ~ew . 
' • ,._ • , ' • > • ' 

hundred ~unoh cards it ww:J·, of co~ree, neoesea.ry to pull a. sample of Bu.beta.ntially 

more than. one per. cent. It was subsequently dStern?ine~ that the costs of this 

prooeaure desisned to catch bloeke. ot work belo'' an aocept,able. level of aecure.oy 
-_ i •' -· ' .. . . . . ·, . ' . 

was not adding sufficiently to the overall ,accuracy of the statistics and that 
' . . . '·. - - . 

it was. suf'ficient merely to havo a Sample v.arif'~-cation of the punching operation 
. ! • J • -.> ' - ' 

which assured that no clerk over a period. of a n:.cnth rather than in the te:rrDS or 
' . . ' . . ' ·. . 

a batch or work, fell down ~elow acceptable lev~la of' quality. 'I'his, of course, 
. • , \ . '. ~ r , : . . . ·. ' 

made it possible to. ~educe t~e size of' the sam;ple to only one per cent and 

appreciably reduced the cost of' the a~ple verification operat+on. 
. . . . ' . . ' 

In addition to the procedures deecribe4 the:re was at one :t~e .a procedure 

·in, effect which reaul ted in quite sUbstantial savings in the 9om.pilin.g ·process 

on shipments valued between $100 ana $51 000 or $10,000. In too United States ... 
. ~ ' : . . . . ... . ' ' .- . . ) 

as. in a .fe11 ethel:' eou~trit?B, .. exporters and tmpor,ters are required to insert the 
oommod1. ty code nun?.her pn the !$,Port ancl export ·rorms along with info:t"Djation on .. 

,; • • • . • .. • '_- ; . ~. • • i ~ 

cODill.Odi ty description, ~ue 1 net qunt1ty 1 otc. ·When .~a value of the . 

el.aestficati;,~ "General m~rchandise valued at-or lese•• had a ~lue limit of $25 

a procedure We.s · i~sti tuted whe~eby t~e commodity coW) numbers ~t ~n the. exp6rt 

forme. by ~e e~port~rs ·~~ not checked as part 'o.r .the. aomptliDe process:, ln . 

those oase~ vhere the value of' the export ahipm~nt was between $25 and $400. 

'Ibis procecblre eliminated the. oommodt ty coding operation. tor :many tepa of 

thousands of 'e±port shipments and at .. the afitDe time d.eareaaed ·the accuracy of 

the sta.tietios to only a negligible extent. · · 
' . ,, . 

·. ~e introduction of this prt;)oedure was based on the· finding that the; · 
• ,• ' f . 

cC:manod1 ty · code tmmber ·inserted on the · export ~claratton by . the exporter was quite 

adequate and th&t since shipments betwe~. $25 and $400 wel-e relatively un~o:rta~t 
in the· export statistics there would be no apPx-eeiable decrease in the quality of 

. the ~tati~tics if such shtpments were not ~t thro~gh a commodity coding operation. 
" . \" ' ·, 

This oonaluston 'wa.s supported by the add1t1oMl f'1-nding tlp3.t any important 'errors 

in ·assigning" e~ty code nuinbers by the ~porters .would be · e~~t {~ the · · 

review or scrutiny ~peratton wh~ah\a . deecrlb&d below. -It was fou~ that ~ny 
! • 

/important , error~ 



. important e;rrora, +n ~~~igntng.·cOIDIQO·dt.ty ;.eo~.:,Q;1ml)ers by the exporters wer.e in 
' . . '. . . ' . ~ . ~ ' . 

fact 9;aught .dllrillg the r,v+ew :O~ration an4 ther,e .WOLlld· be no appreciabl~: , . . . ' . . . . . 
;nc:rease in tpe {cost ot the revi'Bw and scrutiny operd.tion·iby· relytns on ~t .to 

pickup any i~o~tan~ . errqrs ',1~' reparti-rig by the shipper.· ·• · · · ... 
. t • ~ ' 

:VJhen .the value, qf' .the ·claes;tfica tion ·was raised rtrst to $50' and then to . . ~ ) . . . ' ' . ' . . 
$100,. mch Rf the saying in this procedure of relyins on the revi-ew opere.tion 

· ~bave· to .:find impo!tant errors. i.n the commodity c?d.es:aasigned 'by ·exporters 

... :no ~nger ~;JC~;f:lt~d .. and. tl:\e ·;procedure: w~ ;· therefore 1 dropped. 

rn~re.c~nt.months it _has been discovered thAt the accuracy' of the' commodity 

.c,o.~e number assigned to e.:g:port shipments is .. sub'atantially greater than it was: in 
l· • ' . 

.. 1948 whe~. this ~rocedure was eliminated. ·It is p1anned1 therefore 1 that an 

investigation will be made· to· determine whether coiii!IIOdi ty codi.ng can be 

eliminated as an operation on shipments valued at :between $10o' and say $1,000 

· or_-iii2 1 000 rather than the previous lltn.it of $400. If it is fou.ild to be practical 

to eliminate the qoding operation on eh:tpments valued as high as~$1,600 to $2,ooo 
and to rely on the. revie~ or scrutiny operation to catch any important errors~. 

a procedure will :be introdueed ware by the oocU,ng . opera tio~ wUl be eliminated 

for shipments valued .betwee.n $l00 BP,d $l,ooo·!:or $2,000. ·With. the reviaw or· 

scrutiny operati'on catching- any impor-tant commodity coding errors in this Vi;ilue . ' ' . ' ' 

rt:lnge the acc~racy of the over..a.ll statistics will be lessened· to oril;y ·a 

ne~ligible extent ~ip.ce. even in the· oyer .. aJ.l, fi~s··sh1pmen:t·a valued :between.· . 

$100 end $1 1 000 or $2,-000 represent onJ:y a relatively· small' per cent of the.·: · · 

to.~al va:Lu;~ of the . trfJ.de • · . 

:r6 ... ocedUres ·tO ~intain ~cburacy rit.h1n pre-~term~~d. limits 
.in the rev1ew operation ; · ' ·' · 

As in most countries using punah cards t:Q: compUe:· foreign trade sta:tistics 

the UnitE)d St~tesj::after the purtc'h car<ls' for;:ee.oh eJC.port ah:i.pnient a.re perforated, 

. ~t>te~res -·a~ ~1.a.t1rig of the. i;nd:ividual..pti'ClQh c~rds- in ·co.IlllliOcti'ty'by o®ntry~ 
... · ar:rangement showing totals for· aU shi-pmarite . of each. c·ommodi ty 'to each ~ountry · 

. c•f .destination. In the c~e ·of·:the Ul\ite'd States these iietir1ge are' somewhat· 

different, than ,those prepa~d in BoJll6 ··oth~r 'cr.>Untr~es. in t..hat,· in tiddttiori' t.o · 

the sorti'OS, of the punch-· cards in -e()ID!Il(.)di'ty· by ·country e.l.-rangement) tli~e is a 

t;hird SOl:'"' byJ]nited. States CuetoiriS Dietri-ct·'of expoi4tation which' result~ in the 

cards being liffted in c~di~y ·by-· country by' Customs ·District' ~ngelnent.j !1'in 

addition, within each of these sorts the puneh cards are arrayed in value order to 

facUtte.te the renew or scrutiny operation. /As 18 common 
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A~ fa 901lirlb~ ·Pt-ae.t~ee 'itCJ!lO!rt couni»tet:l:·Uab~g puncJ;t oa~, .tor Qomp,~li'qg 
. tra~ stat~sties.·thi~ lpsti~.·of puno~ .. c8.1$:for '1nd1v1du~·!J~t·.eh1~nte· ·": · 

from the Un~ted States .. 1f:l scrut1n1~a~J,f1rat. to·.malre oer.tain tJiat .the<J:~~lationship 

betw~en m~t· quant1ty'{where1 requi;red) and. dollar. :value is JJ;"ea.scnable for. ~acp. · 

of the· commodity:-by~cou~try, .. by·Cuetoms ... DistJ'.ict tota:J.s· shoWn. on ~e ·listing. . 

In chec,king. the .;reasoriS.blEnless. of these totals1 the· renew or ecru. tiny. clerks 

have as :r.eferetice ~terlaJ. information otf the current unit price of each 

commodity •. The ~view· or·aerutiny'dlerk oalculates by mental arithmetic. the unit 
price shown 'in the summary or total lines in'. tlle listing. If these unit prfces 

fall within a reasonable lillli.t of the unit .p:ricerJ shown·. in the' ·referet'lce me. terial 

(reasonable limite are indicated in the reference material;) the.summary lines are 
passed and nat investigated further. ·If, however, a summary line shqws fir U.'{lit 

price ou~side of a reasonable ranee it is necessary to sorutin.ize·.,;the tndivi~a~, 

shipiilSnta to find wh~ch one contains an error of -soma sort .which throws the ; 

BUIDIIlary total outside Of ·the ·!'eaaonable Unit pi'"ice • · These Qrrore may :be in ·the:·. 

information reported by the exporter or may result from coding or punching.· errore. 

It· is this scrutiny which is facilitated by ,having the punch cards for the 

individual transactions listed by value ~rray since. if the relationship between':.: 

the ~e:t quantity and th!il value· on any particular punch card is. out of line wi.~ ,thf 

relationship on ·aQ.jacent ·punch card.s, the lack o:f uniformity is readilN'' appa~ent · 

without difficult mental arithmetic. This is illustrated in the attached extract 

f:ro111a~1~~t'lng whtch<hfte been reyiewed; durit'JG the compilation.qf the United·States 

export: statistics. Ea.ch J.~·'PS of the listing contains information on an export of 

··.sausage· {COJ;lllilodity, codp qQ3500) from ... the United States to Venez.1.1ela (Country code 

307) thj;.ough. the United State.e Customs District·· of ~ew York. (United States C,u,etozps 

District code 10) during a recent month. It will be noticed that the ehipme~t. · 

shown oti the fifth lin~ from the bottom :shows a net. quantity .completely.o~~ of 

line ·wt th the dollar va.J.ue of· the· shipment.· ~e ·net quantity· shQUJ.d ha.ve .. been .. 

punched lTl7 ra'tl1er than 10777, a relatively common type of' punching error wi~ ' 

the items listed tn value: order .•. 'It was readily .apparent t~t th9~e was SOllie thing 

wrong with ~his ,item and' the ·it.em and ·the item and the sum.mary.lin& total .. w~xre. 

both coi"rected a:,fter .. tooating the ~xpor.t dErele.rat'ion in the· fil-e •.. Tl\6 ~vantage 
of 'lir:sting the' ehipine:q.te . .in Yall.\c.,array order_ U,! not ful.J.'j! tllwstrf.\,.ted by tb~. 

extraot; a:tnc,e for many c,qmmodities .~ .rmmpe:r~· of pages, of. lis~tinge ':will.occurc. ;o,._,~. 

rather than the relatively few linea shown in the illustrative extract. 

/The lieti.ng of 
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'Th:~ liatine .. oilth8 :iJlifptlieritlt trr· oi:dfir' ·at· ~i:te.r·Ye.llia' Mao' r4dtlttates the 

limi tiilg.;(}f: the :r~View··:~c. ae'Mltiny:'o~~t1.0fi'ta·'sbt~\lt6;!\lb·t6h~.a.re· 'J.arge''enoUgh 

ih animonth~s ~tat.i·sttca{t6 a:P~eciabl.Y'atre'ct tl1ksuiilma:r;rltue total.e. The'· 

review:· dr scrci.tizit' ciel-lc 'nol'lilfilly ri~d bnly 'lbOk at the htgh-"lalue it~ iii the 

array to· tind ·those: which :6ause the a~ry line to be au t'··&r reasonebie unit 

price 'ra.Uge: Once hilnng 'dtsoovered :-a queatio~..able 1 tem' or tteiDs among 'the ' '• . 

high-value shipments 'it is usually riotf neceesary~to' scrUtinize the'"l6w~lue 
'. - . ' ~- ' 'f'i ·"> ., ~ ·, ' •' • ' -, ' -. • • - ' ': • l ' ' ' . • - . . :!' . 

shipments since an error in the low•value ·shipments will· usually be quite 

unimpO!-tant··in ·tli:e SummarY lirte· total. i 

'lhts pr1.notple is ·1llustra ted in the extract ilhere it will be noticed that 

·the shiphlent ih ·line ~feven 'has not been questioned ·even thaugh the ·net quantity 

does not bear a reasonable relationship to the dOllar ·value o:r the 13h1pment. 

Even though thts''lte.th wa· tou.nd to oo 'incorrect (wilioh it apparently'tst:the net 

quantity probahly should have 'b'een 280, rather than 80) it would have little or' 

no ijffect on the summary line tote.J. Which i~ the only figure Whi~h appears' in · 

··the ·etattett'cs. ·· ·. · : 

':Si' ignort'Og unimportant questionable i tenia a subetantia'l· savtns is ~ on 

the r~"11ew or scrutiny operation'eint.:te ft is not necessary to'ce:rry out·ilie' i ,. 

relatively costly operations of loeattng the export· d.eclara.ttons in the i"Ue't; 

for those: 'lmr;..kl.ue shipll\ents, discovering what. the e~rOr is i and correcting the'' 

ltsttne. · · , , : · 

one mtdor point· nnght be mentioned. It will be noted ·rrom the e:xtrtt.et that 

t~~·:sort·of the punch cards in value ar.ray le not carried as far a~ the last digft 

of:' the d.ollar value' figures eince for the purposes ~utliriecl above there' 11s 'QO" n(:)ed 
.~ •. · ... y · -, • ,' I • ,' · ' ' , ' "<; : ":;. ~ - ~ • • . • -. • ' , ' - ' 1 ~·i · ) ' 

of the added precision whtcli woUld result from a complete sort ·by value tl:irotlgh' 
: \ .'·'.· .... -t { 

the last· digit~ ' , 

. In conne-ction with tJitEJ :rerlew or scl"'tittny operation lt'mtght be poi!lted·out. 

that codtt,S''~rtors found dUring the operation are ··traced back ~· the ooQ.er maldng 

t~ error. trhese; errors are 'theh "recorded for each coder and< used ·to datetnline 

the efficiency rating,' and,. th.ere:rore, the work status of the employee··. This '' 

recordins of ·co(iing :~'rrors :round in the' review 'or sorutin,i operation t!cta as a .. '. 

quality 'check:bn ·£be cod.ing'·ot ·itema valued.''Setween $100 a:na.:· $lo,ooo.· Wh1'1e· nbt ·. 

as etfa'ctive tn 6ontrdUtng·quaiity as the toO·'per dent ve'rifie&vton o:r ·cod.'ing· 
which ie carried oU.t tor it~ms- valued over' $io,o6o,· the' procedUre aets a' an . 

t ~ < ' "' • .f < • ·~ • ' ,, ,'\ . 

/adequate deterNnt 
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~~et.te ·deterrent to care1e.es•:wort''Gl'l the more n'ai:narOUs' shipments Talued tram 
$100 to. ·$.101 000 wh1eh:-represent¥e..aJD8l1er. proportion of the total value of the 

expor.t tr.ad.e • '-.I 

· .... ··use 
---.--~--~~~~~~~~~ : .... 

.. 
· of information .. 

.:. , · Th~ re~ources s.a.ved ·-in- compiling the expdrt statistics by de-emphasizing 

the low·va)..~: ·Shipments· a&:) ·described above have been .. tn part used to tricrease 

the accurac3; of :th~ iru'OJ?mat.19,n on the. higl;\~·val~~-sh~pmel'lts. wllich are of· 

substanifall/grea:t~r i~~·ortarice in. the. ~'99r-a1i ·statlStics;~:; . .'As .indicated above 
" . .. . .~ . ....- - .. . ' ... 

one such technique:,of incrflasing the accuracy·o:f.·the statistics on the high-value 

shi·pments is .by having 100 ·per oent verification of the coding and Punchins · 

operations. on·:the -high,.value items (over $5,000 ·or $101 000)~ In addition, a · 

. greater ·e.xpenatture of effort' he.e been made to. increase the accuracy of :iilformtion 

appearing on the export declaratiori for 'high-W.lue shipments by carrying out 

edu.cationaJ. c8Ilipaigris'·to inform :shippezis· of· the need for greeter accuracy of: 
. reporting. These campaigns hS.ve ··been prino. tpall,y a tmed. at inereasi ng the 

accuracy of commodity, dollar· value 1 • aru:t· <iouritry of. destination 'information on 

.h1:gh-mlue 'Shipments. In Ulf.)Bt oasae,'letters are'written to shfppers or the 

shippers are visited to inform them of the necessity ·ror · e.ccu'rate commodity 
. . . ·,. . ., . ( . 

descriptions 1 etc. Shippers are also supplied with copies of the' eXport commodity 

cle.ss1f1cat1ons·e:nd, where neo~sary; shippers are told specifically where their 

prodUct ~houid·b~ o1assifiell ~d llow it shoUld.be 'dee.~ribed on the export 
' "" . ,, ~ . .. . -· 

cieciaration:~ . . .. 

'!her~ is,· fur.thermore, a continuous effort made in regard to high~~l~e.· 
shipments· to check any questionable information shown on particular ·expol"t. 

declarations with commodity specialists throughout the United States Government. 

In this way .a~ ,.new .or puzzling. tte,m o;. info~tion p~ovi~d ·in the commodity 

desorip,tio:n.by .an exporter is .cb.ecke<l with commodity ,epecialist.s in,other · 
. ~ - . 

gov~r~nt age~ci!!a IJ.U~h: t;e .• Vbe Department -of Agricultu~, the. l!Llreau .. of Mines, 

etc., to make certain that the conmodity classification in which the shipment is 

to b~ .,lace~ is t'Q. .. fact, the correc:tf ope. . .... 
- - . ' . "" ·. . - . . ~ . . 

Similarly, high•value shipments 'Cif·'·partt'cular comtiiOditie-s out of the· 

United. Stateti to CoUntries· whi>Cll woitJ.d' OrdinS.ri.ly not be anticipated to USEt , . . 
large amounts of such commodities are scrutinized from the point of view of 

whether the country of destination infor.mat1on provided by the exporters is in 

.·. · ' /tact correct. 
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fac.~ con-ect •. Such scru,tiny bti+e it;l. ma:ru- instances. re~al.ed that the countr,;1o:t·; 
•., .' ·', O '*',i•,·' -·.~;, :.·~~. ,~·.··::._-_;• ~ .,.,· ... ~ ',1:} ~J ~-.- ·>,:_' :..:.·.,,: '.,_ ' . I ,• •),,,., 

del3,tinatiqn .iJlfElr~tion provided by the ~rter ts not completely correct in that 
• ' < • • ~ ::_·_: :~-: ,. ' • -.. ' f. . _, ~-. . 'l, • ' ,. '. ; ; ' • _· ; -' - • - - : : .. ;; -•• ; -. ·- • • " ;. -~ ,. ' - ·;,. • . • > 

the goods were actually going to be trans-shipped to another country of,uJ.t~~e 
., 

destination. Even 1n those cases where it is impractical to determine the correct 

country of dast:i.natiori..ueere .. or: 'the· ·~:tat:i~t'C'a: . .a,. at ·leaS:t be warned that some 
- . ,, ' .. "· -·· :· . 

of' :the. shipments of P4rticular commodJ.tie$· .ahoWC1 in the statistics as deet_tned 
. _; . . :. -.- ~·' -~- --' . : _. ,, . . :. . -~ ' ''-;,. ·~ ' . ' ' '. . _, . :; 

fen-. a certain c~uptry TJJAy ac;:tually be deatine~ :('9r some other country •. ·. ·. 
. .. . . . ~ . ~ _, ' -~' '', . . . - ' . . 

De.-em: has:l:z.i . of. work on low.;.valua· hi ~nts and em;ehasizips work 
., .. on high .. val;ue ehiP!Il@nts in r, e ,i:·~rt statist!~~ 

. Most of the teohni.ques · desor+bed above for C.e-em;phasiz1:ug work, on. the 

low~vaiue · shipm~~t~,·~nd. Ennpha~tzing wo~~ @~ high-val~e shipments in th~ · ~~ort 
~ 'I • ·., ' ~ ' o. , ~' ·, • 1 • . • ~- ~.:' , ; .. ' , • U , , , 

statistics are also applied to the compilation o!' the United States import 

statistics'~ r6~ ~Xample, the techniq~e of !Uiv;.?S f'u;ll ve~ittcmti~n of th~ coding 

. and punching op~r~tiona ·.for high-value ita~· i~ in effe~t· tn th~ import s.tattsties 
'.· . ' 1'~ .• : ' • '· . . ·. .. ... .... • : '·. . 't ~ . ~ • . • ,. t • ' • : 

except that· ~ti the. ·case of impor,te the value of the. individual shipments ts h~g¥E)r 
'_ ' ., _·,·... .\.·,,',·. . - • •!" • , • • ' "',: • • .- . 

than in the case· of e:Xport etat1stios and as a :restilt high-value items are defi~d 

aa $lo,oooan~ over f~r pu~ht~ ·v~~ific~~;ton (~ri.~ontrast to $5,000 tn e.xport~). 
and $5o,'noW add ov~~ for codi.T:!S ·~arif'iaation ·riri .con~~st t.o $lo,ooo and. oyer tn 

the case Qf' ~.xporte.). The distri b~ ti~n or'· shipme~ta by w.J.ueo i~tervals for ' ' 
imports is, shown\~ the fol~bwing table: ,, . . . ' . .' ' . 

Value inte~vat: 
. . 

Under $100 
$100-$1 000 . ' 
$1, ooo .. :$5, boo:. · 
$5,000-$10,000 
$10,000 and over 

Per cent of the total number . 
of impbrt·· shipments gJ (approx- ., 

ima tel;y,. 2 > ?OO, ooo per ;rt?ar) · 

25 
33 
30 
.5 

. 7 

. ·Per · cfmt. of '.to't;al. . 
.. dollar value of,' ' 
, , tm~d~ts 

Lees thl;l.n0.-5 
3 •. 

·15 •. 
e. , 

73 • 
· ,': d C" '• r 

It vtll be noted t~t ·<?nlY;abou~ ~ne quar~er .of the shipriun1.ts !ncluded in 

the impor~· s~atiettce ~~ valued un.d.er $100 in contrast to 8.lmost half at the 
.. _.' ' ••••• 1< •• , (' ~ ' •• , • "' ' • .. 

export ahiP.men.te. If ,1 t were not for .the f'ao.t t;p.~t many tinp¢rt ~Q.ipmente val"U;ed ·. . ~ - ·~ "' . . . ' 

!} For balance With export procedures this limi..t s}lould 'be lower. .lt .j.s planned'· 
to lower the limit .when resouX'Cee permit,. · . · ·· 

gj Number ·o:f 1 u;ms app~artriS. on 'i~Port entry fo~ma~ On . the average the:t;"e are 
about tw,Q.< 1tems··on .each eritey ·f.orm~. . . 

. .. ' .. , . -;. 



T .. ~~ .; .' ' .- •. ' ~ '• • 

un~r $lOQ are o~ple~J!y:~l.uad;:l'tbln'=:t!l~ ~tatf.~~1.o~;· ;the pra:porti~, l:)f qnder 
. . .. , • ' . ' .... -. '• . .J -~.-.·.-.~::-r... ~···~ . ,; .. . '· ~ 

$100 ~ll~.Prnen1ts i_t)cltv;led·~fn·, tlre':lmportt .stattatic·s ·wOuld be at least ae great as 

.::ror. _,e5tperta., .The, aclue1on·of:'tnanY sht~fits valued uild~ $1oo·r~m the, 1~rt 
~tatiati_c~. arises "from: the' .fact that: untte~·'e-xisting ~:~ua:ti9rte import ehi;ments 

valued .Under $lGO may be entered undei-.'tin i~fbrmal' entry.pro~e~~e and these .· 
' . . • i • .. • ' •. 

eptrtes are ~exc'J.uded· from. the import etattstiee ~ · In ~ontrast to the fo~l .· · · · 

entry proce~re which require-s: the pioepare.tioti a~d fili~ -~~ ~ :Unpo;r-t e-qtry.-b;r 

the. United Statee: importer··Eind the ·presen:ta.tiori· of lnvoices·:·arid other <1o9umentary 
•f<•• ... . •• ,· l ·.; ;-.~· ' i 

evidence, the ir..formal entry procedure requires ori:l.y that . the United States· · 

Customs inspector (rather than the importer) f:ill out a very abbreviated f'orm in 

the presence of the i.:np:>rtor stating certain sttm:ll6.ry facta in regard to the 

importation am=.. showirJg the ai!IDunt of duty coll9Cted, if any. There are each 

month approxinnt?1y 100,000 formal entry forms filed for importations into the 

United States (from which about 200,000 punch curds are punched) and approximately 

200,000 infori!lCil entries (containin3 information on about 300,000 items). The 

information ap:pee.ring on these i!lfon:.al entries ie completely excluded from the 

import statistics end no compilinc resources ~~e, therefore, spent on this large 

number of under $100 import ehipmen-::.m. 'i"Ae only shipments included in the import 

etatietice with a value of $100 are th?be whioh appear on a formal Customs entry 

containing information on an import valued over $100. 

The decis~on to exclude informal entries from the import statistics was made 

many years ago and. an important consideration in this decision was undoubtedly 

the fact that the volume of informal entries was eo large as to make the compiling 

of information on them a costly operation. An additional consideration was 

undoubtedly the fact that the information provided on informal import entries was 

(and still is) of a general nature making it liifficult to require importers and 

Collectors of Customs to provide on informal entries the full detail required for 

form.l entries. From the point of view of the use made of the import statistics, 

there was an important reason for deciding on the exclusion of these informal 

entries. Many of these entries represent gifts, baggage of returning travellers, 

etc., which are not commercial transactions in the usual sense and which are 

frequently excluded from countries' import and export statistics. It is 

_reasonable, therefore, to exclude all informal entries from the import statistics 

covering commercial trade even though some of the shipments are of a commercial 

character. 

.. , . ~-· /Despite the 
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' ' . 
shipments in the i.Jnport· statiatiQs baa. ~ady beell made b1: the exclusion of 

~nder· $10? shipments ante;i-1'118 1:nf'oxmal.ly,.sorne ·~vins CO\tld be .mda. by follow1~ 
a procedure. fqr 1 tems ul'ltlsr $100 similar to that followed in the expo~ stat1st1oa. 

It has been decided, however, ·to delay any.such .change in proceau~ pending a 

dectai9n by the United States Congress :re.isine the dollAr value limit of filing 

inforJllt\i ·entries from $100 :to $250• ·. Pr.oposed legis~tion to make this change 

~f'f;ctive is at p:i:ea~nt undel- conetderation by the Congress .and appro~l of the 

change my be g1 ven e. t any' time • 

,.# ,• 

/EJ..TBACT FROM 
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322573~1 1 
31298155 1 
3.1292613 1 
33272335 1 
33234305 1 
33292~4~ 1 
33292141 1 
322573J.1 1 
33222443 1 
32257620 1 
32283138 1 
33277396 1 
33236240 1 
33236240 1 
33236258 1 
32275416 1 
322844o5 1 
332815'77 1 
33236258 1 
33222459 1 
32257208 1 
33244365 1 
33289334 1 

I 

EXTRACT .FROM A L:L::>'""TING OF EXPORl' S"".tiTThiEI~S WHICH 
HAS BEEN REVIEWED :roRING TEE COMPIIATION OF 

l'BE TlNITED STATES EXPd..lH' STATISTICS 

---
Q 
tO ..... 
~ 
0 § .. IH ..... ...., 
$.i Q). ...., 

a! om 
~~ 0~ to ...., 

~j ra& Ill Sb~ ~J.t (J) Ji 
0 m ~ Q) ~§ 0 (J) 

~~ 
:Sf:: ..-1,.0 

~~ i~ 
J.t 

~~ t;:re Ul:l 

1 ~ 2582 30745 003500 
1 1 2467 30743 003500 
1 ~ 2483 30745 003500 
1 1 2761 30759 003500 
1 1 2841 30743 003500 
1 1 268o 30766 003500 
1 1 268o 30766 003500 
~ 1 2582 30745 003500 
1 1 294o 30766 003500 
1 1 2582 30745 003500 
1 1 2645 30725 003500 
1 1 2742 30741 003500 
1 1 2582 30745 003500 
~ 1 2582 30745 003500 
1 1 2483 30745 003500 
1 ~ 2595 30741 003500 
1 1 2461 30741 003500 
1 J. 2483 30745 003500 
1 1 2483 30745 003500 
1 1 2794 30745 003500 
1 1 2582 30745 003500 
1 1 2863 30745 003500 
1 1 2483 30745 003500 

Q ~a ~0 
o ..... "rl ...., ....,...., 
~!S ~.s 
+:l"ri S.. H 
§~ ...., 0 

mPt 
g.s a~ 

307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 
307 10 

~ ..... ...., 

~~ 
:<:;ol 

54 
196 
150 
24o 
247 
300 
150 
166 
157 
252 
80 

323 
lj.QO 
420 
6oo 
758 

1002 
1263 
1777 
4039 
3962 
4123 
41J1. 

24796 

Q) 

,:1 
c.1 
l> 

28 
100 
114 
128 
121 
129 
122 
120 
133 
143 
156 
161 
210 
282 
4oo 
447 
592 
703 
927 

1916 
2289 
2547 
2132 

14500 
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