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Introductory Note 
1. This index contains references to the subject matter 

of documents and publications issued by the United Nations 
for which analytical annotations have been stored in 
computer-based files. Each issue covers materizl received 
for analysis in the period consisting ofthefirst three weeks 
of the month indicated on the cover and the last part of the 
preceding month, with the exception of the September issue, 
which covers material received from the last part of June 
through the first part of September. The index is not issued 
in July and August. 

2. The information provided is that considered sufficient 
to locate documents on a specific subject. It has been 
selected, extracted and compiled mechanically in four 
languages (English, French, Russian and Spanish) from 
annotations prepared in English only and stored in a computer 
together with quadrilingual lists of terms used in the 
preparation of the annotations. 

3. The information stored in computer-b21Sed ·files 
consists of: 

( a) Data reqtiu·ed for the identification of the 
document: symbol(s), microfiche number, job number, sales 
number, symbol of document in which the text is republished; 

(b) Bibliographical information: author, title of 
publication, title of article in a periodical, date of issue, 
place of issue, number of pages, price, series title etc.; 

( c ) Information on original language and on language 
versions available; 

( d) Information on distribution category; 

( e) Analytical statements, in formalized form, 
on subjects about which information is contaillled in the 
document; 

( f ) Summaries, in narrative form, of the contents 
of studies, reports and proceedings of conferences and of the 
recommendations they contain; 

(g) Verbatim texts of operative paragraphs of 
resolutions adopted by the General Assembly and the three 
Councils; 

( h) Brief annotations on the contents of documents 
other than studies, reports or records of meetings; 

( 1) Analytical information on roll-call votes; 

( j ) lnforftlation on statements in debates (including 
names of speakers); 

( k) Information on membership of organs and subsi
diary organs; 

( 1 ) References to action taken on texts, such as 
discussion of documents in meetings; adoption of draft 
resolutions; results of voting; amendments submitted etc.; 

(m) Data required for selective retrieval and refine
ment of searches: 

( i) Names of countries; 

( ii) Type of document; 

(iii) 

( iv) 

( v) 

Type of action; 

Date of action; 

Name of organ, session, agenda item 
number; 

( n) Quadrilingual terms (English, Fran~ Russian 
and Spanish) used in indexing documents: 

( i) Subject terms; 

( ii) Geographical names; 

( iii) Personal names; 

( iv ) Titles of publications; 

( v) Names of organs; 

( o) Classification of terms according to type and 
field of activity. 

4. At present, the computer-based files from which the 
UNDEX Subject Index is produced contain analytical informa.
tion extracted irom, or relating to, the following documents 
and publications issued from 1969 on, _unless otherwise 
indicated: 

(a) Resolutions, reports, verbatim records and 
other documents issued for the .. plenary meetings of the 
General Assembly; 

(b) Resolutions, reports and verbatim records of the 
Security Council; 

(c) Resolutions, reports, summary records and 
other documents of the Ecqnomic and Social Council, its 
standing and sessional committees and its functiOnal 
commissions; 

(d) Resolutions, reports and summary records of the 
Trusteeship Council; 

( e) Resolutions, annual and sessional reports and 
printed publications of the regional economic commissions; 

(f) Sessional reports and printed publicationsofthe 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) and the Unitec' Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO); 

(g) Sessional reports of the Governing Council of 
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)andtb.e 
Executive Board of the United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF), annual reports of the Executiv•9 Director of the 
United Nations Institute for Training and.Researcb (UNITAR) 
and of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR); 

(h) Reports, meeting records and other documents of 
the International Law Commission and the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL); 



( i ) Documents of the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space and the Committee on the Peaceful Uses 
of th~ Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of 
National Jurisdiction; 

( j ) Proceedings of major United Nations Confer
ences; 

(k) Publications of the International Court of 
Justice; 

( 1 ) Analytical summaries of annual reports sub
mitted to the Economic and Social Council by the special
ized agencies and to the General Assembly by the Interna
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA); 

(m) Studies and reports issued as sales publications 
from 1972 on; 

( n) Articles included in United Nations periodicals 
from 1972 on. 

5. No analytical information has been stored in computera 
based files with respect to the following: 

( a) Mimeographed documentation of the regional 
economic commissions, UNCTAD, UNIDO, UNICEF, UNDP, 
UNITAR or UNHCR. (Some regional economic commissions, 
UNCTAD, UNIDO and UNICEF publish their own indexes.) 

(b) Documentation of the Main Committees of the 
General Assembly and of ad hoc committees and other 
subsidiary bodies, the reports of which appear either in 
the series of the parent organs or in printed form as sales 
publications. However, references to these documents 
contained in documents issued in the series analysed for 
storage are incluc;led in the computer-based files. Also, 
all documentation -i.ssued in connexion with the proceedings 
of the General Assembly and the three Councils is indexed 
comprehensively in the Index to Proceedings series. 

(c) Volumes of the United Nations Treaty Series. 
Chronological, subject and country indexes to the contents 
of the Treaty Series are prepared by conventional methods 
and published in English and French. (Computerization of 
the treaty registration files is under consideration in the 
Office of Legal Affairs, pursuant to a decision of the 
General Assembly.) 

6. Each page of the UNDEX Subject Index contains 
entries displayed in three columns across the page, each 
entry consisting of three interrelated components: 

SUbject statement, a short sentence describing the 
specific subject on which information is to 
be found in a document; 

A code word, describing the type of "document in 
which the information is contained; 

Document symbol, indicating the series and number 
of the document. 

iu 

7. The subject statement appears in the first column and 
consists of a group of words separated by punctuation marks. 
Some of the words are in capital letters, others in lower 
case. The leading words in capital letters describe the 
main theme of the item covered by the entry. The words in 
lower case describe more detailed aspects. Each component 
can be used, in whole or in part, to retrieve additional 
information. An effort has been made topreserve, as much 
as possible, the terminology used in the documentfrom which 
the information has been transcribed. 

8. The code word describing the type of document in 
which the information is to be found appears in the second 
column. It consists of one of the following terms: 

BmLIOGRAPliiES 
CHARTERS 
CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 
DECISIONS 
DICTIONARIES 
DIRECTORIES 
DRAFT RESOLUTIONS 
HANDBOOKS 
MAPS 
MEETING RECORIS 
MISC (Miscellaneous) OOCUMENTS 
PER (Periodical) ARTICLES 
PERIODICALS 
REPORTS 
RESOLUTIONS 
THESES 
TREATIES: BILAT (Bilateral) 
TREATIES: MULT (Multilateral) 
VOTING 
YEARBOOKS 

9. The document symbol appears in the third columnand 
consists of two or more elements separated by oblique 
strokes. The leading element indicates the organ; the 
following ones the subsidiary organ and/ or the nature of the 
document, the distribution category, successive modifi
cations to the original text, as appropriate (e.g., S/10868; 
E/RES/1639; A/ AC .121/L.15/ Add.3). Additional informa
tion on symbols is contained in List of United Nations 
Document Series Symbols (ST/LIB/SER.B/5/Rev.2). 

10. Ditto marks indicate that parts of an entry are the 
same as those appearing in the same position in the preceding 
entry. 

11. The bibliographical description of the documents to 
which reference is made in this index is contained in UNDEX 
List of Documents Issued(ST/LIB/SER.I/C.-). , 

12. The full text of the documents to which reference is 
made in this index is preserved in the documentary 
collec~i~ns of the United Nations Headquarters Library in 
the on~n~ hard copy and on microfiche. Staff of perma
nent mlSslons and delegations and of the Secretariat and 
other qualified users may consult the documents in 
~oom L-260 (telephone extension 2501).. Reference staff 
1s on duty to assist users in locating the information 



needed. Copies of microfiches, or photographic enlarge
ments of portions of the text which they contain, can be 
made available, on request, upon payment of a fee. 

13. Additional information on the products and services 
available from the United Nations Documentation Information 
System (UNDIS) is contained in a booklet UN DIS: A Handbook 
of Products and Services (ST/LIB/33). Further information 
on UNDIS may be obtained from the Chief of the Documen
tation Services Division (room L-327, telephone exten
sion 2096). 

14. The UNDEX Subject Index is published 10 times a year 
in English, French, Russian and Spanish and is available 
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through official distribution. The English version is also 
available for sale by subscription. Subscriptions may be 
placed with a sales agent of United Nations publications. 
Orders and inquiries from countries without a sales agent 
may be addressed to United Nations Publications, room 
LX-2300, New York, N.Y.10017, or to United Nations 
Publications, Palais des Nations, 1211 Geneva 10, 
Switzerland. 

15. Comments or suggestions concerning this index will be 
greatly appreciated. They should be addressed to the 
Director, Dag Hammarskjold Library, United Nations, 
New York, N. Y. 10017. 
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