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LEGATION OF THE POPULAR AND FECERAT REPURLIC OF YOUGOSLAVIA.

No, 25

NOTE VZRBALE

The Legation of the Popular and Federal Republic of Yougoslavia
has the honor to refer to the refugees coming from the Greek part of Mace-
donia a2nd to communicate to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria
the following :

A long while ago, certain bulgarian authorities came unofficially
in contact with yougoslav authorities in connection with the sheltering of
a great number of refugees from the Greek part of Macedonia who, in order
to escape from persecutions took refuge in bulgarian territory, saving thus
their lives,

The Legation of the Popular and Federal Republics of Yougoslavia
has the honor -to state, on behalf and in accordance with the instructions of
its Government, that the Government of the Democratic and Federal Yougocila-
via is ready to receive round ebout the end of 1944 211 those who, having
teken refuge in Bulgaria, express the desire to settle in Yougosleviac

The Ybugoslaﬁ Government hopes that its proposal will meet the
ample approvement and comprehension of the Bulgarian Government.

I view of the fact that the situation of these persons is a situa-
tion of exiles and taking into consideration the fact that their interests
are akin to the heart of the Bulgarian Government as well as to the Govern-~
ment of Democratic and Federal Yougoslavia, the question of their definit
settlement snhould be settled as quickly as possible, To this effect, the
Legation has the honor to request the Ministry for Foreign Affairs to inter—
vene kindly to the competent bulgarian authorities on this subject and to
bring to its knowledge in due time the point of view of the Bulgarian Govt,
as well as its proposals, with a view of solving this problem, It is in
this way that it will become possible to apply the appropriate measures
which will guarrantee the transport of the refugees and their definit settle-
ment in Yougoslavia,

Yoursacoon-oua etc, SOfia, l\{[ay 30, 1924.5

To the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria
SOF1iA,

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS and RELIGION
No, 18250-38-1

NOTE VEREALE

In »nswer to note verbale No. 25, May 30, 1945, the Ministry for
Foreign Affairs and Religion has the honor to communicate to the Legation of
the Popular and Federal Republic of Yougcslavia that the Bulgarian Government
consents in principal to facilitate the refugees that came to Bulgaria since
1944 from the Greek part of Macedonia, allowing them to go to Yougoslavia in
case they exprecs this desire, -

‘Instructions relevant to this have been given to the respective au-
thorities, ‘“ o,

As soon as the necessary data will be gathered, regarding the num—
ber of refugees that formulated the desire to leave Bulgaria, the Ministry
will examine together with the Honorable Legation the measures that wili be
applied in connection with the transport of these refugees to Yougoslavia,

You.rSo.avoo H etCo
Sofia, June 16, 1945
To the Teration of the Popular and
Federal Renublic of Yougoslavia,
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The Greek Invasion of Bulr~ria in 1925 and
The Intervention of the League of Natlons'

The Greek invasion of Bulgaria in 1925, which was stopped thanks to the
quick intervention of the Leagcue of Notions, is particulerly characteristic
of the Greek aggressive dispcsition towercds Bulgeria,

An insignificent frontier ~ccident, which occurred. on 19th
Qctober 1925 in the resicn of "Demir-Kopou'" on the Greck-Bulpprrisn frontier’

2oy the gqupeit LF Belezitan, OF Wlme nerthesst of Q7
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encwse {cr this ¢ﬂvab¢)n¢' A uleck sckxdier spriered nu"ﬂt;nn LeffluO£v§ and
fired =t the Bule“rlﬂn rost, the letter:fired back in his turn.sr¢ the'Greek!
scldier fell denrd on Bulrerlan territory, Greek soldiers tried to ceorry away
his corpse »nc a ‘skirmish ensued,

lumerous sttempts were made in vein on the p=rt of the Bulrrrirns ' to
establish connection with the Greck officer and to settle the incicent.

On 21st October, the firihs on both sides censed, The Bulrarisn militery
authorities ordered »n inquiry »nc the Bulperisn Ler-~tion ot “thens wsas in-
structed to ~rorose to the Greek Government the r—mointment of,» mixed comm~
itee to estshlish and determine the responsibility concerning the incident,
The srme rroposition was mrde on three consecutive oocrsions throurh ‘the
Greck Lerrtion lnASOflﬂ.

On 22n¢ October, the Greck Government, without acknowlecdring the
Bulgrrian proposition, crdered their trOOhs to enter Buls-rian territory
on a wide front, This invesion was fade "throuch the Strums valley with
lrrge contingents, including infrntry, artillerv »~nd. ~v1ﬂtlon forces,
The werk Bulg-ri-n frontier rosts withdrew. to the 1nter10r. The panic
stricken ropulstion of the nestby villages abandoned thelr homes ~nd started
fleeing to the town of Pétrich, Greek sirplrhes flew over. ‘Bulfrrisn
territory and threw bombs over rrilrond: brlc"es. - The Grnek ﬂrtlllery ‘fired
at the villrres of lin ~rinopele, . M~rikostinevo-and.the town cf Pétrich,

Devcloplnb ‘their advance.the. next ¢rys,. .the Grcek forces: entered
Bulrarin on a- frOﬁt 32 kllometers Jdongz. ond 12 kllometers cdeep-renrching as
far ~s the river Nelnik, -On.24th October,- the Gréek - «rtlllerm bonb«rded
the Villrge 1?3.*)e1c-n:x,tss'--b'~r1:u1 ~nc the tqwn Petrich. On 25th October,
Petrlch and othcr v1l;"”es were attackec by hervy. "rtlllerv.v .Until. then
the Bulgﬂrlnn losses went.uy. tc. h8 Kllled ane wcunﬂeo 26 ef whcm were.

soldiers and. 22 civilin~ns, men, women and children,

Simultancously, Gregk armec cxv111ﬂns, who had accompaniec -the. Greek
military. forces, cCevrstrted, the.occuried lOC“llths beyonci 211l G escrintion,
lootln the cattle anc ‘ro;erty of the” reogle who had escaped,

On.22nd Cctober, rirht:afteér receivins informrtion about the. in-
gression of streng Greek mllltnrv forces on Bulgarien territcry, the Bul-
crrian Government ssrrorched tolefrn“h1c~11v the, Leapue of ;Notions, re<
questlnﬂ, by virtue.of articles . 10 »n? 11 of the Prct of the Lensué of
Nations, the ur~cnt convocation of the Ccuncil of the Lersue of Nﬂtlhns in
ordér ' to trke thc necess~ry mersures in the premises, At the s ~rie ‘time,  the
Bulgrrinn _Govermaent stated. that they, hnd crdered the Bulrarisn °rmV to offer
no r051st"nce to .the n~gressors,

From that time on begen the .quick intervéntion of-the Council of the-
Learue of: N"tlcns. The Presicdent of the Council of.the ‘Learug of Nﬂtlcns,
“rlstld Briand, beforc the Council ~ssembled even, wired his demand for dis<
continurtion of the militsry operntions.on both . sides, The’ Bulvﬂrlan answer
to .that telegrem was that the Bulrﬂrlﬂn forées were withdrawing in comrlience
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with the ordcr not. Lo offerfanvF%esisthncaitq‘theMGMpressonsgnwhlle the Greeks
gave a very. ev 51ve re“lv.

On 26th Oﬂtob@r the Counc%}:of thenlemrue of tlons metdnl A speo%al
session 1n4P“rls>nh@”decldeo? G ithe ba31s£@ﬂ-hrd amberol¢an i peporty the
followings

1, To demrn d‘thqbfﬁbe(twqigqvérnmgnt§wadvlse‘tg§3nggg}}%w%E§%;;g#igggfoa
thrt they hog’ orcerqcrth" riforces towitheraw’ behlnd th%}r%{§§£$bt;¥gi¥rcn—
tier; and wwth}ﬁﬁéo"H at‘all fo*ces'hﬁdﬂbeemn HEharawn And that fhe

X

militory oburﬂtaens#hw

2. “In"oreer o ossist the, CounCJl 2nd the Lo 1nteresteé pﬂrtles, thev
Coun01l renucstea Frﬂnce, Enrlpn& anc 1tﬂly t lmwke ATTD nvemﬁﬁts in. commr
issioning 1mne61ﬁtbly their ofllcers, stati ned nest thy ﬂllcc%*of whets the
incicdent broké .cut,:with' the purrose: cf.informing the Coun01l abou t the
siturticn,.

The measures of,. the uounc11iof the Lepﬂuo of N"thﬂS were 'immedirtely
acceptod by Bulzrria-anc Greece and, ‘thus thc fqut “h“Sb of{theucanflbctr
was settled; i,c.5 the cpnclualon of thc*m;l;tﬁry o”erﬂtlons, the céssrtion
of the Greek invesionsend the withdrewal ‘of the Greek’ army froh Bulvﬂrlﬁn
territory.

The Qounciliof the, Leﬁnue of Metions then preceecec. with the solutidn
of the seécnd ®E-rt of; tk81m'"r;>1e - the w"~01nthbt cf »n 1nq01rv COmm—
ittee, In their sessien.of 20th Ovtob>¥ b"scr on Ir.,Pbﬂmbcanln's rencrt
the Ccouncil ceciced: to- ﬁ*“flnt o corndttec whé wculf1 exnmlnu fully en the
spet the incidentsywhich- tegk glnce cn the Bulhﬂr11n7Grenk ffnntler, nérth=

enst ¢f Srlenier, ~nd sheuld: %eter1ﬂe,' o
ori-in cf these ;nc“dents ﬂno,th@ ~orbinentrfrdts!

n thp»POSt’T3§81WléﬁN¢V'the ‘oxact

The Cermittoeisheuld ncte, -roen, thectacts wnlch‘ﬁ"termlner thercorres—
~ending co““ensptlnn‘nnd;revw;“tlan.h F“” Hbrmure,,th- npmu%teé should mrke

the necessery: reconmenc~tion. td the Poun011 rn?ﬁhe‘meJhs £ t;ewclmmlhﬂmlén
cr limitaticn of the:¢causes - of;these lnClQBntS,

In qntlcltﬂ ion of. the}x;ﬁrr1Vﬁl the British,: Freheh” g “Tnldnm
attaches, assigne %ﬂtJthF tlme,to the - ;He‘o thp51n39%§ht%‘§shou4c iclon=
tinue their ol Surv~thn ﬁnﬁ nl«ce them§§1ves'°t“%h””ﬁ‘sﬂosal‘o@)thé Gbx~
ittee, who shcula-presont thglrﬂrercrt beéfore ﬂke*mon+h\of Noverber, ! ﬁIn
accerdence with the ce01s1ﬂn of thv Councxl of thc Learuv cf N"ti“ns, the
Investi-~tion Committec 'assembled -t Généva’ on Gth NAverinie | 10§5 inder the
chairmenship of the British ambrsseder in Macric, Sirl an“ceJRumbdln.' A8

menibers of. the Commlttee were’ﬁw“ﬂlntac thb,follow1n“ nersens:

1., A French Divisionsl zeneral < Serrisny

2e Tne'It"llanD1v151nn‘~enurﬂl P Ferrﬂrle

3. The SWGQlSh llnlster ~t the Pﬂ”uc - Qe‘” ‘elcreutz—

L, Thecomember ¢f. che Dutch Prrlismént - Drco~1eQVLr ‘Fertiyn

As secret-ry of the Committee wns$ nssirnediVrjir /bL¥sh’m of the Lengue
£ Netitns! stnff.

The Cormittee cCeciced to lerve for Belﬁrﬂ., whére they weré to be re-
ceived by the.militory sttoches, who wcre 1nstructcc bef: rehrnd ‘tc mhke: A
stuly of the qltuptlon on the, stct ~n to re~ort te the Cormittee,

After the. mect-n‘ with the’ wllltﬂrv ﬂtt ches 1n Belyrrns, the Commlttee
rccomranied by them left for the snct ﬂnd nrrlvec 1n DGLlT—PlSSﬂr'Onilqth
November, hevinc v1ewe~.cn the wey ., t%e re“ﬂrt ‘Gt thefnll:t v ﬂttﬂches.
Frem Derlr—Hlsswr the.Commlt Ee crvsseu ﬁver tN BuliArisn: terrltﬁxw"aww1ere
they wcre Aivided 1nt three su“-comn1tteea who‘ylsl+@n the ten’ VLll"”es“ﬁnd
the town of Petrich, which wére in the zone (f the rllltﬂry'qrerrtlcnso
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The Committec then received in Dumir-~Hisssr the representotive of the Greek
Government anc. listened to the rercrts of meny Greek militrry versens, In
the course of » few drys, the Committee mrde constent visits in the zcne of
the milit~rry orer-ticns, examined meny reonle and nlrces »=nd termin-ted
their investi~~tion on the very s»ot,

The Conmittee visited *thens »nd Scfi~, where they got in touch with. high
Government suthoritics. On 26th Nuvember the Committee arrived in Belerad and
begen to work on their report,

The repert of the Cemmittee is a2 dccument of ~bouyt 15 p=ges consisting
of fecur parts: incuiry, lirbilities ~n¢ reprroticns; reccmmendetions,

The prrt of the report cerling with the inocuiry is in two sub-cdivisions:
1, investif-~tion of the incident ~t Demir-¥Kspou and 2, inouiry about the
Greek militrry orerotion on Bul-~ri~n territcry,

The Cormmittee ohserved thrt the incicent at Demir-Korcu:hrd been only
sn ordinnry frontier incident, which wrs increcibly exrgpernted and come
plicrted on the rort of Greecce,

|

In comnection with the prrt concernin-~ lisbilities ~nd compenSﬁtions,'
the Committee estrblished thet the Bulrerisn Gevernment ho¢ noted in sccord-
ance with the Pert ¢f the Lenrrue of N-oticns.

Cencernins Grecce, however, the Committee strtéd thot Greece, hrving
occupiec mnrt of the Bulz~ri-~n territcry, hrd violrted the P-ct, Becruse cof
thrt, the Corrdttee wrs ©f the or~inicn thot:

1, Thec cemrnd cf the Greek Govermment for comrensaticns should he
rejected (exce~t in the crse cf cartrin Vasilindis, who wes killed on
Bul;crirn territory in his copncity »s conferee),

2, The Greek Govermment was resrcnsible for the exrenciture, the losses
and the sufferinss f the Bul-~rirn ~eo le ond Govermment c-~used bv the
invosicn ¢f the Greek ~rmmy, ~nc thet it shculd pry renrrticns tc the Bul-
serisn Government, on thot scccunt,

The Cormittee estrhlished two coterories of losses ~nd rer~rations:

The first enteprry referred te the grert losses, sufferec by the por~—
ulrticn in the drmree of their rerson~l pronerty (furniture, cottle, food-
stuffs, im-lements-etc,),

The Ccrmittee cdecicded thnat for the said comrres the Greek Goverrment
shculd pay to the Bul~nrisn Govermment » comrensntion of 20,000,000 leva,

The other crte~crv ¢f rer~r-ticns, which shrulsd be =aic te the Bul-
sorien Govermment referre” to:

a) rersons killecd ~nd wouncded,

b) cd~nrges of moterinl ~nc mer-~l chrrnrcter, For this category of
damares, the Cormittee rece mmenced to the Council the assiynment ¢f a
corpensetion «f 10,000,000 leve tc be reid by the Greek Goverrment tc the
Bulrnrirn Government, -

In their rercrt the Cormittee nlsc mnce » number cf militery ~nd pclitical
recormendations with the ~ur-ase ¢f rreventing further incidents,

In their cession f 1l4th December 1¢25, the Ccuncil of the Lergue cf
Nati~ns, after hearin- the re~crt of a Ccrmittec «f three ~erscns chorred
with 2 study of the findin-s ¢f the Inguiry Cermitteé, ~prroved uncrnimcusly
the finlincs and conclusicns ¢ £ the Incuiry Cormittee.,

Sofia, 17 Jronurry 1947,





