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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

The official records of the Trusteeship Council include the records of the 
meetings, issued in final offset, the annexes to those records and the supplements. 
The present volume contains prefatory matter and the annexes of the forty-eighth 
session. 

* 
* * 

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters com­
bined with figures. Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a United 
Nations document. 
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AGENDA 

of the forty-eighth session 
adopted by the Council at its 1S06th meeting, on 18 May 1981 

1. Adoption of the agenda. 
2. Report of the Secretary-General on credentials. 
3. Election of the President and the Vice-President. 
4. Examination of the annual report of the Administering Authority for the year 

ended 30 September 1980: Trust Territory of the Pacific ~slands. 
5. Examination of petitions listed in the annex to the agenda [see below]. 
6. Arrangements for the dispatch of a periodic visiting mission to the Trust 

Territory of the Pacific Islands. 1 

7. Offers by Member States of study and training facilities for inhabitants of 
Trust Territories: report of the Secretary-General [General Assembly reso­
lutions 557 (VI) and 753 (VIII)]. 

8. Dissemination of information on the United Nations and the International 
Trusteeship System in Trust Territories: report of the Secretary-General 
[Trusteeship Council resolution 36 (Ill) and General Assembly resolution 754 
(VIII)]. 

9. Co-operation with the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimina­
tion [General Assembly resolutions 2106 B (XX) and 35/40]. 

10. Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination [General 
Assembly resolutions 3057 (XXVIII) and 35/33]. 

11. Attainment of self-government or independence by Trust Territories [Trus­
teeship Council resolution 1369 (XVII) and General Assembly resolution 
1413 (XIV)] and the situation in Trust Territories with regard to the Im­
plementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples [General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) and 35/ 
119]. 

12. Co-operation with the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples [General Assembly resolution 1654 (XVI)]. 

13. Adoption of the report of the Trusteeship Council to the Security Council 
[Security Council resolution 70 (1949)]. 

ANNEX 

List of petitions and communications concerning the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands received by the 
Secretary-General and circulated to members of the Trusteeship Council 

Petitioners 

Carlos S. Camacho, Governor of the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands .......................... . 

Margaret 0. H. Walker .............................. . 
Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia ........ . 
Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature ........ . 
Hans J. lmpola ..................................... . 
Ponape State Legislature ............................ . 
House of Elected Members, Palau Legislature ......... . 
Antonio M. Palomo, Conference Co-Chairman, Second 

Joint Marianas Legislative Conference .............. . 

Document symtals 

T/COM.l0/L.286 
T/COM.l O/L.287 
T/COM . .l0/L.288 
T/COM.10/L.289 
T/COM.10/L.290 
T/COM.10/L.29l 
T/COM.IO/L.292 

T/COM.10/L.293 

Observations by 
the Administering 

Authority 

T/OBS.I0/50 
Not required 
Not required 
Not required 
T/OBS.I0/52 
Not required 
Not required 

Not required 

1 United Nations periodic missions visited the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands at three-year 
intervals from 1950 to 1959. A mission was sent to the Territory in 1961, one year earlier than 
anticipated. The three-year intervals were observed from 1961 to 1976. In 1979, however, the Council 
decided to defer the dispatch of its periodic mission scheduled for that year to early 1980. 
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Petitioners 

Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia ........ . 
Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia ........ . 
Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia ........ . 
Second Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature .. 
Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia ........ . 
lroij Litokwa Tomeing, President, Voice of the MarshalJs 
Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia ........ . 
Jonathan M. Weisgall, on behalf of the people of Bikini . 
George M. Alien .................................... . 
Theodore R. Mitchell, Counsel for the people of Enewetak 
Mary Baker and Marie O'Donoghue, Christchurch Catholic 

Commission for Justice and Development ........... . 
Australian Quaker Peace Committee .................. . 
Erika Rathgeber, President, Women's International League 

for Peace and Freedom (Australia) .................. . 
Diana Roberts, Transnational Co-operative (Australia) .. . 
Ron Arnold, President, and Beverley Symons, Secretary, 

Association for International Co-operation and Dis-
armament (N.S.W., Australia) ...................... . 

Wayne KelJy, Office Co-ordinator, Friends of the Earth 
(Australia) ........................................ . 

Joan Shears, Co-ordinator, Campaign Against Nuclear 
Power (Australia) ................................. . 

R. T. Scott, National President, The Amalgamated Metal 
Workers' and Shipwrights' Union (Australia) .... ! ..•.• 

Mr. and Mrs. John Fallding .......................... . 
Vie Baueris, Acting General Secretary N.S. W. Teachers 

Federation (Australia) ............................. . 
David Purnell, Honorary Secretary, Australian Council of 

Churches, Commission on International Affairs ...... . 
R. Arnold, Assistant State Secretary, The Amalgamated 

Metal Workers' and Shipwrights' Union (Australia) ... . 
Stephen Lavender ................................... . 
Hans J. Impola ..................................... . 
J. James, Council of the City of Fitzroy, Australia ..... . 
Senator Car! Heine, Co-Leader, Opposition Party, Mars hall 

Islands Legislature ................................ . 

Douglas Faulkner ................................... . 
Theodore R. MitchelJ, Counsel for the people of Enewetak 

Sister Barbara Glendon, Focus on Micronesia Coalition, 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America ................................. . 

Bob Whan, Executive. Director, Australian Council for 
Overseas Aid ..................................... . 

Jonathan M. Weisgall, on behalf of the people of Bikini . 

Theodore R. Mitchell, Counsel for the people of Enewetak 
Theodore R. Mitchell, Counsel for the people of Enewetak 
Lawrence H. Schlang, Pacific Affairs Adviser, Continental 

Employees Association ............................ . 
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ANNEXES 
DOCUMENT T/1824 

[Agenda item 4] 

Note verbale dated 17 July 1980 from the representative of the United States of America 
to the Secretary-General 

The representative of the United States of America 
to the United Nations presents his compliments to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the 
honour to request that the attached text of the United 
States-Palau joint communique of 20 June 1980 be 
circulated as a document of the Trusteeship Council. 

ENCLOSURE 

United States-Palau joint communique 
of 20 June 1980 

The Palau Commission on Status and Transition, chaired by the 
Honourable Haruo Remeliik, met in Guam from 16 to 20 June 1980 
with the delegation of the United States of America led by Ambas­
sador Peter R. Rosenblatt to discuss the future political status of 
Palau and the future relationship between Palau and the United 
States. 

The discussions at Guam between the United States delegation 
and the Palau Commission followed the meetings between the 
newly-elected Palauan leadership and Ambassador Rosenblatt at 
Honolulu in December 1979 and the participation of a Palauan ob­
server delegation at the multilateral negotiating round and several 
additional informal meetings at Kona (Hawaii) in January 1980. The 
current meetings have led to a common understanding of the direc­
tion of the negotiations and have achieved solid progress by Palau 
and the United States in the political status negotiations. 

[Original: English] 
[25 July 1980] 

The parties devoted particular attention to the issues of military 
land use and operating rights and law of the sea. The parties also 
discussed financial arrangements set forth in the compact of free 
association. The Palau Commission viewed the levels of compensa­
tion as inadequate. The United States reaffirmed its commitment to 
the levels of economic assistance in the compact. Dialogue on these 
issues will be continued subsequent to the Guam round in prepara­
tion for the next round of negotiations, following the referendum on 
the draft Palau constiWtion on 9 July 1980. 

During the Guam round, the Palau Commission also met with Mr. 
Adrian P. Winkel, High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the 
Pacific Islands, to seek immediate solutions to the urgent power 
problem facing Palau as well as to discuss long-term problems relat­
ing to the transition of Palau from its present status as an adminis­
trative district of the Trust Territory to that of a constitutional" 
Government in free association with the United States. 

The Palau Commission and the United States delegation join in 
expressing their gratitude and appreciation tu the people of Guam 
for their hospitality. Mr. Joe Ada, Acting Governor of Guam, Mr. 
Tommy Tanaka, Speaker of the Legislature, and the entire Govern­
ment of G.uam deserve special recogniton for their efforts to provide 
a friendly negotiating atmosphere conducive to the progress which 
was made. Both delegations also wish to express their appreciation 
to Rear Admiral Robert Fountain of the United States Navy and his 
staff for their invaluable assistance. The Palau and American dele­
gations join in a hearty "Si yuus maase" to the people of Guam. 

DOCUMENT T/1826 

[Agenda item 4] 

Note verbale' dated 10 September 1980 from the representative of the United States of America 
to the Secretary-General 

The representative of the United States of America 
to the United Nations has the honour to transmit to the 
Secretary-General House of Elected Members joint 
resolution No. 101 (annex I), adopted by the Seventh 
Palau Legislature on 31 July 1980, and transmitted to 
the Government of the United States on 15 August 
1980. 

The joint resolution approves the certified results of 
the Palau Constitutional Referendum held on 9 July 
1980, in which a majority of those voting approved the 
Cqnstitution of the Republic ofPalau as adopted by the 
Palau Constitutional Convention with amendments 
proposed by the Seventh Palau Legislature, and de­
clares the Constitution with amendments adopted by 
the people. Pursuant to Public Law 7-2-8, adopted by 

[Original: English] 
[26 September 1980] 

tile Palau House of Elected Members on 13 March 
1980 and signed into law on 14 April 1980, providing 
for the 9 July 1980 referendum, the Palau Legislature is 
the judge of the referendum and the results thereof. 
The joint resolution is the final act required to establish 
the results of the referendum. 

Transmitted also are the texts of the Constitution of 
the Republic of Palau as adopted by the Palau Con­
stitutional Convention on 2 April 1979 (annex 11) and 
of Public Law No. 7-2-8 (annex Ill) which in section 2 
sets forth the amendments proposed by the Seventh 
Legislature. 

It is requested that this communication and its en­
closures be circulated as a document of the Trus­
teeship Council. 



ANNEX I 

House of Elected Members joint resolution No. 101, adopted by the 
Seventh Palau· Legislature, Fifth Regular Session, 1980 on 31 July 
1980 

A HOUSE OF ELECTED MEMBERS JOINT RESOLUTION 

Approving the results of the 9 July 1980 
Constitutional Referendum 

Whereas, on 9 July 1980, the people of Palau voted. on the Con­
stitution of the Republic of Palau, as adopted by the Palau Constitu­
tional Convention with amendments proposed by the Seventh Palau 
Legislature; and 

Whereas, pursuant to subsection 3 of section 3 of Public Law No. 
7-2-8, the Election Commissioner certified and transmitted the 
results of the referendum to the Legislature; and 

Whereas, the certified results of the referendum are as follows: 

Total registered voters .................... . 
Total yes votes ........................... . 
Total no votes ............................ . 
Invalid votes ............................. . 
Total votes cast .......................... . 
Percentage of yes votes ................... . 
Percentage of no votes .................... . 
Percentage of invalid votes ................ . 
Percentage of registered voters voting ...... . 

7,082 
3,829 

905 
165 

4,899 
78 
19 
3 

69; and 

Whereas, no complaints or irregularities concerning the ref­
erendum have been registered or reported; and 

Whereas, this Legislature is the judge of the referendum and the 
results thereof pursuant to subsection 5 of section 3 of Public Law 
No. 7-2-8; now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Elected Members of the Seventh 
Palau Legislature, Fifth Regular Session, 1980, the House of Chiefs 
concurring, that the results of the 9 July 1980 Constitutional Ref­
erendum are hereby approved and the Constitution of the Republic 
of Palau, as adopted by the Palau Constitutional Convention-with 
amendments proposed by the Seventh Palau Legislature, is hereby 
declared adopted by the people; and 

Be it further resolved that certified copies of this joint resolution 
be transmitted to the President of the United Nations Trusteeship 
Council, 2 the President of the United States, the United States 
Secretary of State, the United States Secretary of the Interior, the 
President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, the Personal Representative of the President of the 
United States to the Micronesian Status Negotiations, the High 
Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands and the 
Acting District Administrator of Palau. 

Adopted: 31 July 1980 (Signed) Tosiwo NAKAMURA 
Speaker 

Attested: 

ANNEX 11 

(Signed) Omoto RENGIIL 
Clerk 
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In'exercising our inherent sovereignty, We, the people of Palau 
proclam and reaff'rrm our immemorial right to be supreme in these 
islands of Palau, our homeland. We renew our dedication to pre­
serve and enhance. our traditional heritage, our national idel).tity and 
our respect for peace, freedom and justice for all mankind. In estab­
lishing this Constitution of the sovereign Republic of Palau, We 
venture into the future with full reliance on our own efforts and the 
divine guidance of Almighty God. 

Section I 

Article I 

TERRITORY 

Palau shall have jurisdiction and sovereignty over its territory 
which shall consist of all of the islands of the Palauan archipelago, 
the internal waters, the territorial waters, extending to two hundred 
(200) nautical miles from a straight archipelagic baseline, the seabed, 
subsoil, water column, insular shelves and airspace over land and 
wate:-, un!ess otherwise limited by international treaty obligations 
assumed by Palau. The straight archipelagic baseline shall be drawn 
from the northernmost point of Ngeruangel Reef, thence east to the 
northernmost point of Kayangel Island and around the island to its 
easternmost point, south to the easternmost point of the Babeldaob 
barrier reef, south to the easternmost point of Helen's Reef, west 
from the southernmost point of Helen's Reef to the easternmost 
point of Tobi Island and then around the island to its westernmost 
point, north to the westernmost point of Fana Island, and north to 
the westernmost point of Ngeruangel Reef and then around the reef 
to the point of origin. 
Section 2 

Each state shall have exclusive ownership of all living and non­
living resources, except highly migratory fish, from the land to 
twelve (12) nautical miles seaward from the traditional baselines; 
provided, however, that traditional fishing rights and practices shall 
not be impaired. 
Section 3 

The national government shall have the power to add territory and 
to extend jurisdiction. 
Section 4 

Nothing in this Article shall be interpreted to violate the right of 
innocent passage and the internationally recognized freedom of the 
high seas. 

Section I 

Article II 

SOVEREIGNTY AND SUPREMACY 

This Constitution is the supreme law of the land. 
Section 2 

Any law, act of government, or agreement to which a government 
of Palau is a party, shall not conflict with this Constitution and shall 
be invalid to the extent of such conflict. 
Section 3 

Major governmental powers including but not limited to defence, 
security or foreign affairs may be delegated by treaty, compact, or 

1 
'ther agreement between the sovereign Republic of Palau and an-



other sovereign nation or international organization, provided such 
treaty, compact or agreement shall be approved by not less than two 
thirds (~) of the members of each house of the Olbiil Era Kelulau 
and by a majority of the votes cast in a nationwide referendum 
conducted for such purpose, provided that any such agreement 
which authorizes use, testing, storage or disposal of nuclear, toxic 
chemical, gas or biological weapons intended for use in warfare shall 
require approval of not less than three fourths (~)of the votes cast 
in such referendum. 

Section I 

Article Ill 

CITIZENSHIP 

A person who is a citizen of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 
Islands immediately prior to the effective date of this Constitution 
and who has at least one parent of recognized Palauan ancestry is a 
citizen of Palau. 
Section 2 

A person born of parents, one or both of whom are citizens of 
Palau, is a citizen of Palau by birth, and shall remain a citizen of 
Palau so long as the person is not or does not become a citizen of any 
other nation. 
Section 3 

A citizen of Palau who is a citizen of another nation shall, within 
three (3) years after his eighteenth (18) birthday, or within three (3) 
years after the effective date of this Constitution, whichever is later, 
renounce his citizenship of the other nation and register his intent to 
remain a citizen ofPalau. If he fails to comply with this requirement, 
he shall be deprived of Palauan citizenship. 
Section 4 

A person born of parents, one or both of whom are of recognized 
Palauan ancestry, shall have the right to enter and reside in Palau 
and to enjoy other rights and privileges as provided by law, which 
shall include the right to petition to become a naturalized citizen of 
Palau, provided that, prior to becoming a naturalized citizen, a 
person must renounce his citizenship of another nation. There shall 
be no citizenship by naturalization except pursuant to this section. 
Section 5 

The Olbiil Era Kelulau shall adopt uniform laws for admission and 
exclusion of noncitizens of Palau. 

Article IV 

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 

Section I 
The government shall take no action to deny or impair the free­

dom of conscience or of philosophical or religious belief of any 
person nor take any action to compel, prohibit or hinder the exercise 
of religion. The government shall not recognize or establish a na­
tional religion, but may provide assistance to private or parochial 
schools on a fair and equitable basis for nonreligious purposes. 
Section 2 

The government shall take no action to deny or impair the free­
dom of expression or press. No bona fide reporter may be required 
by the government to divulge or be jailed for refusal to divulge 
information obtained in the course of a professional investigation. 
Section 3 

The government shall take no action to deny or impair the right of 
any person peacefully to assemble and petition the government for 
redress of grievances or to associate with others for any lawful 
purpose including the right to organize and bargain collectively. 
Section 4 

Every person has the right to be secure in his person, house, 
papers and effects against entry, search and seizure. 
Section 5 

Every person shall be equal under the law and shall be entitled to 
equal protection. The government shall take no action to discrimi­
nate against any person on the basis of sex, race, place of origin, 
language, religion or belief, social status or clan affiliation, except 
for the preferential treatment of citizens, the protection of minors, 
elderly, indigent, physically or mentally handicapped, and other 
similar groups, and in matters concerning intestate succession and 
domestic relations. No person shall be treated unfairly in legislative 
or executive investigations. 
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Section 6 
The government shall take no action to deprive any person of life, 

liberty or property without due process of law, nor shall private 
property be taken except for a recognized public use and for just 
compensation in money or in kind. No person shall be held crimi­
nally liable for an act which was not a legally recognized crime at the 
time of its commission, nor shall the penalty for an act be increased 
after the act was committed. No person shall be placed in double 
jeopardy for the same offence. No person shall be found guilty of a 
crime or punished by legislation. Contracts to which a citizen is a 
party shall not be impaired by legislation. No person shall be impris­
oned for debt. A warrant for search and seizure may not issue except 
from a justice or judge on probable cause supported by an affidavit 
particularly describing the place, persons or things to be searched, 
arrested or seized. 

Section 7 
A person accused of a criminal offence shall be presumed inno­

cent until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt and shall enjoy 
the right to be informed of the nature of the accusation and to a 
speedy, public and impartial trial. He shall be permitted full oppor­
tunity to examine all witnesses and shall have the right of compul­
sory process for obtaining witnesses and evidence on his behalf at 
public expense. He shall not be compelled to testify against himself. 
At all times the accused shall have the right to counsel. If the 
accused is unable to afford counsel, he shall be assigned counsel by 
the government. Accused persons lawfully detained shall be sepa­
rated from convicted criminals on the basis of sex and age. Bail may 
not be unreasonably excessive nor denied those accused and de­
tained before trial. The writ of habeas corpus is hereby recognized 
and may not be suspended. The national government may be held 
liable in a civil action for unlawful arrest or damage to private 
property as prescribed by law. Coerced or forced confessions shall 
not be admitted into evidence nor may a person be convicted or 
punished solely on the basis of a confession without corroborating 
evidence. 

Section 8 
A victim of a criminal offence may be compensated by the gov­

ernment as prescribed by law or at the discretion of the court. 

Section 9 
A citizen of Palau may enter and leave Palau and may migrate 

within Palau. 

Section IO 
Torture, cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment, 

and excessive fines are prohibited. 

Section ll 
Slavery or involuntary servitude is prohibited except to punish 

crime. The government shall protect children from exploitation. 

Section I2 
A citizen has the right to examine any government document and 

to observe the official deliberations of any agency of government. 

Section I3 
The government shall provide for marital and related parental 

rights, privileges and responsibilities on the basis of equality be­
tween men and women, mutual consent and co-operation. Parents or 
individuals acting in the capacity of parents shall be legally respon­
sible for the support and for the unlawful conduct of their minor 
children as prescribed by law. 

Section I 

Article V 

TRADITIONAL RIGHTS 

The government shall take no action to prohibit or revoke the role 
or function of a traditional leader as recognized by custom and 
tradition which is not inconsistent with this Constitution, nor shall it 
prevent a traditional leader from being recognized, honoured or 
given formal or functional roles at any level of government. 

Section 2 
Statutes and traditional law shall be equally authoritative. In case 

of conflict between a statute and a traditional law, the statute shall 
prevail only to the extent it is not in conflict with the underlying 
principles of the traditional law. 



Article VI 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 

The national government shall take positive action to attain these 
national objectives and implement these national policies: conser­
vation of a beautiful, healthful and resourceful natural environment· 
promotion of the national economy; protection of the safety and 
security of persons and property; promotion of the health and social 
welfare of the citizens through the provision of free or subsidized 
health care; and provision of public education for citizens, which 
shall be free and compulsory as prescribed by law. 

Article VII 

SuFFRAGE 

A citizen of Palau eighteen (18) years of age or older may vote in 
national and state elections. The Olbiil Era Kelulau shall prescribe a 
minimum period of residence and provide for voter registration for 
national elections. Each state shall prescribe a minimum period of 
residence and provide for voter registration for state elections. A 
citizen who is in prison, serving a sentence for a felony or mentally 
incompetent as determined by a court may not vote. Voting shall be 
by secret ballot. 

Section I 

Article VIII 

EXECUTIVE 

The President shall be the chief executive of the national govern­
ment. 
Section 2 

The Vice President shall serve as a member of the cabinet and 
have such other responsibilities as may be assigned by the President. 
Section 3 

Any citizen of Palau who is not less than thirty-five (35) years of 
age and has been a resident of Palau for the five (5) years immedi­
ately preceding the election shall be eligible to hold the office of 
President or Vice President. 
Section 4 

The President and Vice President shall be elected in a nationwide 
election for a term of four years. A person may not serve as Presi­
dent for more than two consecutive terms. 
Section 5 

The cabinet shall consist of the heads of the major executive 
departments created by law. The cabinet members shall be ap­
pomted by the President with the advice and consent of the Senate 
and shall serve at the will of the President. No person may serve in a 
legislature and the cabinet at the same time. 
Section 6 

A Council of Chiefs composed of a traditional chief from each of 
the . s.tates shall advise the President on matters concerning 
traditional laws, customs and their relationship to this Constitution 
and the laws ofPalau. No person shall be a member of the Council of 
Chiefs unless he has been appointed and accepted as a chief in a 
traditional manner, and is recognized as such by the traditional 
council of chiefs of his state. No chief shall serve in the Council of 
Chiefs while serving as a member of the Olbiil Era Kelulau or the 
cabinet. 
Section 7 

The President shall have all the inherent powers and duties of a 
national chief executive, including, but not limited to, the following: 

(I) To enforce the law of the land; 
(2). To. conduct negotiations with foreign nations and to make 

treaties With the advice and consent of the Olbiil Era Kelulau; 
(3) To appoint ambassadors and other national officers with the 

advice and consent of the Senate; 

b 
(4) To ~ppoint judges from a list of nominees submitted to him 

Y the Judicial Nominating Commission; 
(5) To grant pardons, commutations and reprieves subject to 

Proco::dures prescribed by law and to suspend and remit fines and 
forfe1tures, provided this power shall not extend to impeachment; 

(6) To spend money pursuant to appropriations and to collect 
taxes; 
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(7) To represent the national government in all legal actions; and 
(8) To propose an annual budget. 

Section 8 
The compensation of the President and Vice President shall be 

established by law. 
Section 9 

The President or Vice President may be impeached and removed 
from office for treason, bribery or other serious crimes by a vote of 
not less than two thirds (¥.!) of the members of each house of the 
Olbiil Era Kelulau. 
Section /0 

The President or Vice President may be removed fror •. office by a 
recall. A recall is initiated by a resolution adopted by not less than 
two thirds (¥.!) of the members of the state legislatures in not less 
than three fourths (~) of the states. Upon receipt by the presiding 
officers of the Olbiil Era Kelulau of the required number of certified 
resolutions, the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall establish a special election 
board to supervise a nationwide recall referendum to be held not less 
than thirty (30) days nor more than sixty (60) days, after receipt of 
the required number of certified resolutions. 

Section I I 
The Vice President shall succeed to the office of President if it 

becomes vacant. If the vacancy occurs due to death, resignation or 
disability and more than one hundred and eighty (180) days remain in 
the term, a national election for the offices of the President and Vice 
President for the remaining term shall be held within two (2) months 
of such vacancy. In the event that the offices of both the President 
and Vice President become vacant, the order of succession to the 
P!e.sidency shall be as follows: presiding officer of the Senate, pre­
s!dmg officer of the House of Delegates and then as provided by law. 
Section I2 

The President may introduce legislative measures in the Olbiil Era 
Kelulau. 
Section I3 

The President shall make an annual report to the Olbiil Era 
Kelulau on the progress of his administration. 
Section I4 

Whenever war, external aggression, civil rebellion or natural 
catastrophe threatens the lives or property of a significant number of 
people in Palau, the President may declare a state of emergency and 
temporarily assume such legislative powers as may be necessary to 
afford immediate and specific relief to those lives or property so 
threatened. At the time of the declaration of a state of emergency, 
the President shall call a meeting of the Olbiil Era Kelulau to confirm 
or disapprove the state of emergency. The President shall not exer­
cise emergency powers for a period of more than ten (10) days 
without the express and continuing consent of the Olbiil Era 
Kelulau. 

Section I 

Article IX 

0LBIIL ERA KELULAU 

The legislative power of Palau shall be vested in the Olbiil Era 
Kelulau which shall consist of two houses, the House of Delegates 
and the Senate. 
Section 2 

Senators and Delegates shall be elected for a term of four (4) 
years. 
Section 3 

The House of Delegates shall be composed of one delegate to be 
popularly elected from each of the states of Palau. The Senate shall 
be composed of the number of senators prescribed from time to time 
by the reapportionment commission as provided by law. 
Section 4 

(a) A reapportionment commission shall be constituted every 
eight (8) years not less than one hundred and eighty (180) days 
before the next regular general election. Not less than one hundred 
and twenty (120) days before the regular general election, the com­
mission shall publish a reapportionment or redistricting plan for the 
Senate based on population, which shall become law upon publica­
tion. 

(b) A member of the reapportionment commission shall not be 
eligible to become a candidate for election to the Senate in the next 



regular general election under a reapportionment or redistricting 
plan prepared by the commission. 

(c) Upon the petition of any voter within sixty (60) days after the 
promulgation of a plan by the reapportionment commission, .the 
Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction to review the plan and 
to amend it to comply with the requirements of this Constitution. If a 
reapportionment or redistricting plan for the Senate is not published 
before the applicable 120-day period, the Supreme Court shall 
promulgate within ninety (90) days before the next regular general 
election, a reapportionment or redistricting plan. 

Section 5 
The Olbiil Era Kelulau shall have the following powers: 
(1) To levy and collect taxes, duties and excises, which shall be 

uniformly applied throughout the nation; 
(2) To borrow money on the credit of the national government to 

finance public programmes or to settle public debt; 
(3) To regulate commerce with foreign nations and among the 

several states; 
(4) To regulate immigration and to establish a uniform system of 

naturalization; 
(5) To establish uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcy; 
(6) To provide a monetary and banking system and to create or 

designate a national currency; 
(7) To ratify treaties by a vote of a majority of the members of 

each house; 

(8) To approve presidential appointment by a vote of not less 
than two thirds (%) of the members of the Senate; 

(9) To establish diplomaiic immunities; 
(10) To regulate banking, insurance and issuance and use of 

commercial paper and securities, and patents and copyrights; 
(11) To provide a national postal system; 
(12) To regulate the ownership, exploration and exploitation of 

natural resources; 
(13) To regulate navigation, shipping and the use of navigable 

waters; 
(14) To regulate the use of air space; 
(15) To delegate authority to the states and administrative agen­

cies; 
(16) To impeach and remove the President, Vice President and 

justices of the Supreme Court by a vote of not less than two thirds 
(%) of the members of each house; 

(17) To provide for the national defence; 
(18) To create or consolidate states with the approval of the 

states affected; 
(19) To confirm or disapprove a state of emergency declared by 

the President; 
(20) To provide for general welfare, peace and security; and 
(21) To enact any Jaws which shall be necessary and proper for 

exercising the foregoing powers and all other inherent powers vested 
by this Constitution in the government of Palau. 

Section 6 
To be eligible to hold office in the Olbiil Era Kelulau, a person 

must be: 
(I) A citizen; 
(2) Not less than twenty-five (25) years of age; 
(3) A resident of Palau for not less than five (5) years immedi­

ately preceding the election; and 
(4) A resident of the district in which he wishes to run for office 

for not less than one (I) year immediately preceding the election. 

Section 7 
A vacancy in the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall be filled for the unex­

pired term by a special election to be held in accordance with law. If 
less than one hundred and eighty (180) days remain in the unexpired 
term, the seat will remain vacant until the next regular general 
election. 

Section 8 
The compensation of the members of the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall 

be determined by law. No increase in compensation shall apply to 
the members of the Olbiil Era Kelulau during the term of enactment, 
nor may an increase in. compensation be enacted in the period 
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between the date of a regular general election and the date a new 
Olbiil Ent Kelulau takes office. 

Section 9 
No member of either house of the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall be held 

to answer in any other place for any speech or debate in the Olbiil 
Era Kelulau. The members of the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall be 
privileged in all cases, except treason, felony or breach of peace, 
from arrest during their attendance at the sessions of the Olbiil Era 
Kelulau and in going to and from the sessions. 
Section 10 

Each house of the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall be the sole judge of the 
election and qualifications of its members, may discipline a member· 
and, by a vote of not less than two thirds (%) of its members, may 
suspend or expel a member. A member may not hold any other 
public office or public employment while a member of the Olbiil Era 
Kelulau. 
Section I I 

Each house of the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall convene its meeting on 
the second Tuesday in January following the regular general election 
and may meet regularly for four (4) years. Either house may be 
convened at any time by the presiding officer or at the written 
request of the majority of the members or by the President. 
Section 12 

Each house of the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall promulgate its own 
rules and procedures not inconsistent with this Constitution and the 
laws of Palau and may compel the attendance of absent members. A 
majority of the members of each house shall constitute a quorum to 
do business. Each house, with the approval of a majority of its 
members, may compel the attendance and testimony of witnesses 
~nd the production of books and papers before that house or its 
committees. 
Section 13 

Each house of the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall elect a presiding officer 
by a majority of the members of that house. Each house shall elect 
such other officers and employ such staff as it deems necessary and 
appropriate. 
Section 14 

The Olbiil Era Kelulau may enact no law except by bill. Each 
house of the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall establish a procedure for the 
enactment of bills into law. No bill may become a law unless it has 
been adopted by a majority of the members of each house present on 
three (3) separate readings, each reading to be held on a separate 
day. No bill may become a law unless it contains the following 
enacting clause: The people of Palau represented in the 0/biil Era 
Kelulau do enact as follows:. 
Section 15 

A bill adopted by each house of the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall be 
presented to the President and shall become law when signed by the 
President. If the President vetoes a bill, it shall be returned to each 
house of the Olbiil Era Kelulau within fifteen (15) calendar days with 
a statement of reasons for the veto. The President may reduce or 
veto an item in an appropriation bill and sign the remainder of the 
bill, returning the item reduced or vetoed to each house within 
fifteen ( 15) calendar days together with the reason for his action; or 
refer a bill to each house with recommendations for amendment. A 
bill not signed, vetoed or referred within fifteen (15) calendar days of 
presentation to the President shall become law. A bill or item of a bill 
vetoed or reduced by the President may be considered by each 
house within thirty (30) calendar days of its return and shall become 
law as originally adopted upon approval of not less than two thirds 
(¥.3) of the members of each house. The Olbiil Era Ketulau, by the 
approval of a majority of the members present of each house, may 
pass a bill referred by the President in accordance with the Presi­
dent's recommendation for change and return it to the President for 
reconsideration. The President may not refer a bill for amendment a 
second time. 
Section /6 

The Olbiil Era Kelulau, with the approval of not less than two 
thirds (%) of the members of each house, may release funds appro­
priated by the Olbiil Era Kelulau but impounded by the President. 
Section 17 

The people may recall a member of the Olbiil Era Kelulau from 
office. A recall is initiated by a petition which shall name the 
member sought to be recalled, state the grounds for recall, and be 
signed by not less than twenty-five percent (25%) of the number of 
persons who voted in the most recent election for that member of the 



Olbiil Era Kelulau. A special recall· election shall be held not later 
than sixty (60) calendar days after the filing of the recall petition. A 
member of the Olbfll Era 'Kelulau shall be removed from office only 
with the approval of a majority of the persons voting in the election, 
and such vacancy shall be ftlled by a special election to be held in 
accordance with law. A recall may be sought against an individual 
member of the Olbiil Era Kelulau no more than once per tenn. No 
recall shall be pennitted against a member who is serving the first 
year of his first tenn in the Olbiil Era Kelulau. 

Section I 

Article X 

JUDICIARY 

The judicial power of Palau shall be vested in a unified judiciary, 
consisting of a Supreme Court, a National Court and such inferior 
courts of limited jurisdiction as may be established by law. All 
courts except the Supreme Court may be divided geographically and 
functionally as provided by law or judicial rules not inconsistent 
with law. 
Section 2 

The Supreme Court is a Court of Record consisting of an appellate 
division and a trial division. The Supreme Court shall be composed 
of a Chief Justice and not less than three (3) nor more than six (6) 
associate justices, all of whom shall be members of both divisions. 
All appeals shall be heard by at least three (3) justices. Matters 
before the trial division may be heard by one justice. No justice may 
hear or decide an appeal of a matter heard by him in the trial 
division. 
Section 3 

lfthe Chief Justice is unable to perform his duties, he shall appoint 
an associate justice to act in his place. If the office of Chief Justice 
becomes vacant and the Chief Justice has failed to appoint an acting 
chief justice to act in his place, the President shall appoint an 
associate justice to act as chief justice until the vacancy is filled or 
the Chief Justice resumes 'his duties. • 
Section 4 

The National Court shall consist of a presiding judge and such 
other judges as may be provided by law. 
Section 5 

The judicial power shall extend to all matters in law and equity. 
The trial division of the Supreme Court shall have original and 
exclusive jurisdiction over all matters affecting ambassadors, other 
public ministers and consuls, admiralty and maritime cases, and 
those matters in which the national government or a state govern­
ment is a party. In all other cases, the National Court shall have 
original and concurrent jurisdiction with the trial division of the 
Supreme Court. 
Section 6 

The appellate division of the Supreme Court shall have jurisdic­
tion to review all decisions of the trial division and all decisions of 
lower courts. 
Section 7 

The Judicial Nominating Commission shall consist of seven (7) 
members, one of whom shall be the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court who shall act as Chairman. The Bar shall elect three (3) of its 
members to serve on the Judicial Nominating Commission and the 
President shall appoint three (3) citizens who are not members of the 
Bar. The Judicial Nominating Commission shall meet upon the call 
of the Chairman and prepare and submit to the President a list of 
seven (7) nominees for the positions of justice and judge. A new list 
shall be submitted every year. 

Section 8 
No person shall be eligible to hold judicial office in the Supreme 

Court or National Court unless he has been admitted to practice law 
before the highest court of a state or country in which he is admitted 
to practice for at least five (5) years preceding his appointment. Any 
justice of the Supreme Court or judge of the National Court who 
becomes a candidate for an elective office shall, upon filing for such 
office, forfeit his judicial office. 
Section 9 

All justices of the Supreme Court and judges of the National Court 
shall hold their offices during good behaviour. They shall be eligible 
for retirement upon attaining the age of sixty-five (65) years. 
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Section 10 
A justice of the Supreme Court may be impeached only for the 

commission of treason, bribery, other high crimes or improper prac­
tices, or on the grounds of his inability to discharge the functions of 
his office upon a vote of not less than two thirds (~) of the members 
of each house of the Olbiil Era Kelulati. The judges of the National 
Court and the inferior courts may be impeached by a majority vote 
of the members of each house of the Olbiil Era Kelulau. During his 
impeachment or removal proceedings, a justice or judg..: may not 
exercise the power of his office. A justice or judge shall forfeit his 
office upon conviction of a felony or any high crime. 
Section 11 

The justices l'nd judges shall receive compensation as prescribed 
by law. Such compensation shall not be diminished during their tenn 
of office. 
Section 12 

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall be the administrative 
head of the unified judicial system. He may assign judges from one 
geographical department or functional division of a court to another 
department or division of that court and he may assign judges for 
tempotary service in another c'ourt. The Chief Justice shall appoint 
with the approval of the associate justices, an administrative direc­
tor to supervise the administrative operation of the judicial system. 
Section 13 

The Chief Justice shall prepare and submit through the President 
to the Olbiil Era Kelulau an annual consolidated budget for the 
entire unified judicial system. The national government shall bear 
the total cost of the system unless the Olbiil Era Kelulau requires 
reimbursement of appropriate portions of such cost by the state 
governments. 
Section 14 

The Suprem<! Court shall promulgate rules governing the admin­
istration of the courts, legal and judicial professions and practice and 
procedure in civil and criminal matters. 

Section I 

Article XI 

STATE GOVERNMENTS 

The structure and organization of state governments shall follow 
democratic principles and the traditions of Palau and shall not be 
inconsistent with this Constitution. The national government shall 
assist in the organization of state government. 
Section 2 

_All. governmental powers not expressly delegated uy this Con­
stltutwn to the states nor denied to the national government are 
powers of the national government. The national government may 
delegate powers by law to the state governments. 
Section 3 

Subject to laws enacted by the Olbiil Era Kelulau, state legisla­
tures shall have the power to impose taxes which shall be unifonnly 
applied throughout the state. 
Section 4 

Subject to the approval of the Olbiil Era Kelulau, the state legis­
latures shall have the power to borrow money to finance public 
programmes or to settle public debt. 

Section I 

Article Xll 

FINANCE 

There shall be a National Treasury and a state treasury for each of 
the states. All revenues derived from taxes or other sources shall be 
deposited in the appropriate treasury. No funds shall be withdrawn 
from any treasury except by law. 
Section 2 

(a) A Public Auditor shall be appointed for a tenn of six ( 6) years 
by the President subject to confirmation by the Olbiil Era Kelulau. 
The Public Auditor may be removed by a vote of not less than two 
thirds (~) of the members of each house of the Olbiil Era Kelulau. 
In such event, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall appoint 
an acting Public Auditor to serve until a new Public Auditor is 
appointed and confirmed. The Public Auditor shall be free from any 
control or influence by any person or organization. 

(b) The Public Auditor shall inspect and audit accounts in every 
branch, department, agency or statutory authority of the national 



government and in all other public legal entities or non-profit organi­
zations receiving public funds from the national government. The 
Public Auditor shall report the results of his inspections and audits 
to the Olbiil Era Kelulau, at least once a year, and shall have such 
additional functions and duties as may be prescribed by law. 
Section 3 

(a) The President shall submit an annual unified national budget 
to the Olbiil Era Kelulau for consideration and approval. The Olbiil 
Era Kelulau may amend or modify the annual budget as submitted 
by the President. Except appropriation bills recommended by the 
President for immediate passage or to cover the operational ex­
penses of the Olbiil Era Kelulau, no appropriation bill may be 
enacted by the Olbiil Era Kelulau until a bill appropriating money for 
the budget has been enacted. 

(b) The chief executive of each state shall submit, with the 
assistance of the national government, an annual budget to the state 
legislature for consideration and approval. The state legislature may 
amend or modify the annual budget as submitted by the chief execu­
tive of the state. Except appropriation bills recommended by the 
chief executive of the state for immediate passage or to cover the 
operational expenses of the state legislature, no appropriation bill 
may be enacted by a state legislature until a bill appropriating money 
for the budget has been enacted. 
Section 4 

The national government and the state governments shall have the 
power to make investments pursuant to law. 
Section 5 

Except where a particular distribution is required by the terms of 
the assistance, all block grants and foreign aid shall be shared by 
the national government and all the states in a fair and equitable 
manner based on needs and population. 
Section 6 

(a) Each state shall be entitled to revenues derived from the 
exploration and exploitation of all living and non-living resources, 
except highly migratory fish, and fines collected for violation of any 
law within the marine area extending from the land to twelve (12) 
nautical miles seaward from the traditional baselines. 

(b) The national government shall be entitled to all revenues 
derived from the exploration and exploitation of all living and non­
living resources, except highly migratory fish, and fines collected for 
violation of any law beyond the areas owned by the state. 

(c) All revenues derived from licensing foreign vessels to fis!'> for 
highly migratory fish within the jurisdictional waters of Palau shall 
be divided equitably between the national government and all the 
state governments as determined by the Olbiil Era Kelulau. 

Article XIII 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section I 
The Palauan traditional languages shall be the national languages. 

Palauan and English shall be the official languages. The Olbiil Era 
Kelulau shall determine the appropriate use of each language. 
Section 2 

The Palauan and English versions of this Constitution shall be 
equally authoritative; in case of conflict, the English version shall 
prevail. 
Section 3 

Citizens may enact or repeal national laws, except appropriations, 
by initiative. An initiative petition shall contain the text of the 
proposed law or of the law sought to be repealed and be signed by 
not less than ten per cent (10%) of the registered voters. An initiative 
petition shall take effect if approved at the next general election by a 
majority of the persons voting on the initiative. A law enacted by 
initiative or a repeal of a law by initiative may not be vetoed by the 
President. A law enacted or repealed by initiative may be sub­
sequently amended, repealed or reenacted only by another initiative 
pursuant to the provisions of this section. 
Section 4 

No state may secede from Palau. 
Section 5 

An area which was historically or geographically part of Palau 
may be admitted as a new state upon the approval of the Olbiil Era 
Kelulau and not less than three fourths (%) of the states. 

7 

Section.6 
Harmful substances such as nuclear, chemical, gas or biological 

weapons intended for use in warfare, nuclear power plants, and 
waste materials therefrom, shall not be used, tested, stored or dis­
posed of within the territorial jurisdiction of Palau without the ex­
press approval of not less than three fourths(%) of the votes cast in a 
referendum submitted on this specific question. 
Section 7 

The national government shall have the power to take property for 
public use upon payment of just compensation. The state govern­
ment shall have the power to take private property for public use 
upon payment of just compensation. No property shall be taken by 
the national government without prior consultation with the gov­
ernment of the state in which the property is located. This power 
shall not be used for the benefit of a foreign entity. This power shall 
be used sparingly and only as a final resort after all means of good 
faith negotiation with the land owner have been exhausted. 
Section 8 

Only citizens of Palau and corporations wholly owned by citizens 
of Palau may acquire title to land or waters in Palau. 
Section 9 

No tax shall be imposed on land. 
Section 10 

The national government shall, within five (5) years of the effec­
tive date of this Constitution, provide for the return to the original 
owners or their heirs of any land which became part of the public 
lands as a result of the acquisition by previous occupying powers or 
their nationals through force, coercion or fraud or without just 
compensation or adequate consideration. 
Section If 

The provisional capital shall be located in Koror, provided that 
not later than ten (l 0) years after the effective date of this Constitu­
tion, the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall designate a place in Babeldaob to 
be the permanent capital. 
Section 12 

The national government shall have exclusive power to regulate 
importation of firearms and ammunition. No persons except armed 
forces personnel lawfully in Palau and law enforcement officers 
acting in an official capacity shall have the right to possess firearms 
or ammunition unless authorized by legislation which is approved in 
a nationwide referendum by a ml\iority of the votes cast on the issue. 
Section 13 

Subject to Section 12, the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall enact laws 
within one hundred and eighty (180) days after the effective date of 
this Constitution: 

(l) Providing for the purchase, confiscation and disposal of all 
firearms in Palau; 

(2) Establishing a mandatory minimum imprisonment of fifteen 
(15) years for violation of any law regarding importation, possession, 
use or manufacture of firearms. 

Section I 

Article XIV 

AMENDMENTS 

An amendment to this Constitution may be proposed by a con­
stitutional convention, popular initiative or by the Olbiil Era 
Kelulau, as provided herein: 

(a) At least once eveqr fifteen (15) years, the Olbiil Era Kelulau 
may submit to the voters the question: "Shall there be a convention 
to revise or amend the Constitution?". If a ml\iority of the votes cast 
upon the question is in the affirmative, a constitutional convention 
shall be convened within six (6) months thereafter, in a manner 
prescribed by law; 

(b) By petition signed by not less than twenty-five per cent (25%) 
of the registered voters; or 

(c) By resolution adopted by not less than three fourths(%) of 
the members of each House of the Olbiil Era Kelulau. 
Section 2 

A proposed amendment to this Constitution shall become effec­
tive when approved in the next regular general election by a majority 
of the votes cast on that amendment and in not less than three 
fourths (%) of the state~ 



Section I 

Article XV 

TRANSITION 

This Constitution shall take effect on I January 1980, unless 
otherwise provided herein. 

Section 2 
The first election pursuant to the terms of this Constitution shall 

take place on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November 
1979. The officials elected shall be installed on I January 1980. 

Section 3 
(a) All existing law in force and effect in Palau immediately 

preceding the effective date of this Constitution shall, subject to the 
provisions of this Constitution, remain in force and effect until 
repealed, revoked or amended or until it expires by its own terms. 

(b) All rights, interests, obligations, judgments and liabilities 
arising under the existing law shall remain in force and effect and 
shall be recognized, exercised and enforced accordingly, subject to 
the provisions of this Constitution. 

Section 4 
On or after the effective date of this Constitution, but not later 

than the termination of the Trusteeship Agreement, the national 
government of Palau shall succeed to any right or interest acquired 
by the Administering Authority, the Trust Territory of the Pacific 
Islands and the government of Palau District, and may assume such 
obligations and liabilities incurred by the Administering Authority, 
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands or the government of Palau 
District as may be prescribed by law. 

Section 5 
Nothing in Section 3 or 4 of this Article shall be deemed to 

constitute a waiver or release of the Administering Authority, the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands or any other government entity 
or person from any continuing or unsatisfied obligation or duty 
owing to the citizens of Palau, or the national government or state 
governments of Palau. The national government and state gov­
ernments as well as the citizens of Palau shall retain all rights, 
interests and causes of action not specifically and expressly released 
or waived. 

Section 6 
All municipal charters existing on the effective date of this Con­

stitution shall remain in force and effect until the state governments 
are established pursuant to this Constitution which shall take place 
not later than four (4) years after the effective date of this Constitu­
tion. 

Section 7 
Upon the effective date of this Constitution, the employees of the 

district government of Palau shall remain as employees of the ni'.­
tional government of Palau, unless otherwise provided by law or 
regulation. 

Section 8 
Until the judicial system provided for in this Constitution is organ­

ized, which shalfoccur not later than one (I) year after the effective 
date of this Constitution, the judicial system as of the effective date 
of this Constitution, shall continue unless otherwise provided by 
law. After the organization and certification of the judicial system by 
the President, all new actions shall be commenced and filed therein 
and all pending matters shall be transferred to the proper court as 
though commenced and fi!ecl in those courts in the first instance, 
except as otherwise prescribed by law. The Chief Justice of the 
Trust Territory High Court shall be the acting Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court until the President appoints the first Chief Justice. 

Section 9 
Individuals, corporations or other entities qualified to do business 

in Palau on the effective date of this Constitution shall maintain their 
legal existence and shall be allowed to continue to do business 
unless otherwise provided by law. Business and professional li­
censes in Palau District on the effective date of this Constitution 
shall continue in effect unless otherwise prescribed by law or until 
they expire by their own terms. 

Section 10 
Any provision of this Constitution or a law enacted pursuant to it 

which is in conflict with the Trusteeship Agreement between the 
United States of America and the United Nations Security Council 

~ 

shall not become effective until the date of termination of such 
Trusteeship Agreement. 

Section I I 
Any amendment to this Constitution proposed for the purpose of 

avoiding inconsistency with the Compact of Free Association shall 
require approval by a majority of the votes cast on that amendment 
and in not less than three fourths('%) of the states. Such amendment 
shall remain in effect only as long as the inconsistency continues. 

Section 12 
There shall be a Post Convention Committee on Transitional 

Matters which shall consist of nine (9) members, five (5) of whom 
shall be appointed by the President of the Palau Constitutional 
Convention subject to the approval of the Convention, two (2) of 
whom shall be appointed by the House of Elected Members of the 
Palau Legislature and two (2) of whom shall be appointed by the 
House of Chiefs of the Palau Legislature. The term of office of the 
members shall commence not later than ten (10) days after the 
ratification of this Constitution. The Committee shall commence 
work within ten (1 0) days following ratification of this Constitution 
and shall continue until the installation of officers elected pursuant 
to Section 2 of this Article. The duties and powers of this Committee 
shall be as follows: 

(I) To aid in the orderly transfer of governmental functions; 
(2) To propose necessary transitional legislation; 
(3) To obtain information necessary to orderly transition; 
(4) To work in co-operation with the Palau Political Status 

Commission and the Palau Legislature on transitional matters; 
(5) To take all steps reasonable and necessary to promote 

orderly transition; 
(6) To seek necessary funds from the Palau Legislature to im­

plement this section and to carry out these tasks. 
Section 13 

(a) The Senate, for the first four-ye'ar term after ratification of 
this Constitution, shall be composed of eighteen (18) senators to be 
popularly elected as follows: 

(I) The First Senatorial District shall be composed of Kayangel 
and Ngarchelong and shall have two (2) senators; 

(2) The Second Senatorial District shall be Ngaraard and shall 
have two (2) senators; 

(3) The Third Senatorial District shall be composed of Ngiwal, 
Melekeok and Ngchesar and shall have two (2) senators; 

(4) The Fourth Senatorial District shall be Airai and shall have 
one (I) senator; 

(5) The Fifth Senatorial District shall be composed of 
Ngardmau, Ngaremlengui, Ngatpang and Aimeliik and shall have 
two (2) senators; 

(6) The Sixth Senatorial District shall be Koror and shall have 
seven (7) senators; 

(7) The Seventh Senatorial District shall be Peleliu and shall 
have one (1) senator; 

(8) The Eighth Senatorial District shall be composed of Angaur, 
Sonsorol and Tobi and shall have one (1) senator. 

(b) The Olbiil Era Kelulau shall promulgate in its first term after 
the effective date of this Constitution an enabling act designating the 
duties and the rules governing the composition of the reapportion­
ment commission. The first reapportionment commission shall be 
constituted within four ( 4) years of the first general election. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we, the delegates to this Convention as­
sembled at the Palau Legislature Building in Koror this 2nd day of 
April in the year of our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and 
Seventy-Nine, have hereunto subscribed our names, 

[Signed by 35 delegates from Aimeliik, Airai, Angaur, Kayangel, 
Koror, Melekeok, Ngaraad, Ngarchelong, Ngardmau, Ngarem­
lengui, Ngatpang, Ngchesar, Ngiwal, Peleliu, Sonsorol and Tobi.] 

Attested: 
(Signed) 

Jonathan KosHIBA 
Convention Secretary 



ANNEX m 
Public Law No. 7-2-8, adopted by the Palau House of 

Elected Members on 13 March 1980 

AN ACT 

To provide for the approval of the Constitution of the Republic of 
Palau with proposed amendments; to appropriate funds therefor; 
and for other purposes 

Be it enacted by the Palau Legislature: 
Section 1. Purpose. The people of Palau approved the Consti­

tution of the Republic of Palau on 9 July 1979 by a vote of 92 per 
cent of the votes cast in the constitutional referendum. Due to 
actions by the Sixth Palau Legislature and the Trial Division of the 

. High Court, the ratification and effect of the Constitution are now a 
matter of legal controversy and litigation. It is the declared purpose 
of this Legislature to: 

(1) Provide for the confirmation of the decision of the people of 
Palau in the 9 July 1979 Constitutional Referendum; 

(2) End and avoid further legal controversy and litigation which 
may prevent constitutional government from becoming a reality in 
the Republic of Palau; and 

(3) Promote a smooth and orderly transition to constitutional 
government in a manner to facilitate the transfer of functions from 
the governments of the Trust Territory and Palau District to the 
Government of the Republic of Palau. 

Section 2. Constitution with proposed amendments. The Con­
stitution of the Republic of Palau, adopted by the Palau Constitu­
tional Convention, shall be submitted to the voters of Palau with 
amendments hereby proposed by this Legislature as follows: 

"Section 1 

"Article XV 

"TRANSITION 

"This Constitution shall take effect on 1 January 1981, unless 
otherwise provided herein. 

"Section 2 
"The first election pursuant to the terms of this Constitution 

shall take place on 4 November 1980. The officials elected shall be 
installed on 1 January 1981." 
Section 3. Referendum. 
(1) The referendum on the Constitution with the proposed 

amendments shall be held on 9 July 1980, and shall be conducted 
'ursuant to appropriate provisions of Title 43 of the Trust Territory 
:;ode, except as otherwise provided by this Act. 

(2) The referendum ballot shall appear substantially as follows: 

"CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM 
"Do you approve of the Constitution of the Republic of Palau, 

as adopted by the. ~alau Constitutional Convention, with the 
amendments proposed by the Seventh Palau Legislature to repeal 
the Post Convention Committee and to provide for the election 

and installation dates of the constitutional officials and for the 
effective date of the Constitution? 

"Yes 0 
"NoD." 

(3) Results of the referendum shall be certified by the Election 
Commissioner and transmitted to the Palau Legislature no later than 
thirty (30) days after the date of the referendum. 

(4) A simple majority of the votes cast in the referendum is 
required to approve the Constitution and proposed amendments. 

(5) The Palau Legislature shall be the judge of the referendum 
and the results thereof. 

Section 4. Publication of amendments. The amendments to the 
Constitution proposed in Section 2 of this Act shall be printed and 
distributed to the general public of Palau by the Election Commis­
sioner. The Election Commissioner shall cause the proposed 
amendments to be regularly broadcast on radio and television from 
the time this Act becomes law until the closing of the polls on the 
day of the referendum on the Constitution with proposed amend­
ments. 

Section 5. Appropriation. 
(I) There is hereby appropriated out of the General Fund of the 

Palau Legislature fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) for the purpose 
of conducting thf:? referendum pursuant to this Act. 

(2) The funds appropriated by this Act shall remain available for 
the purpose specified in Sections 4 and 5 of this Act until the 
Election Commissioner has certified and transmitted the results of 
the referendum to the Palau Legislature at which time any funds 
r~maining unexpended and unobligated shall revert to the General 
Fund of the Palau Legislature. 

(3) The funds appropriated by this Section shall be administered 
and expended by the District Administrator who shall be responsible 
to the Legislature for ensuring that these funds are used only for the 
purpose specified in Sections 4 and 5 of this Act, and that no 
obligations are incurred in excess of the funds appropriated. 

(4) The District Administrator shall submit a report to the Palau 
Legislature no later than 31 August 1980 which shall provide for a 
complete disclosure of all funds expended and obligated. 

Section 6. Repeal and confirmation. Public Law No. 6-8-14 is 
repealed in ·its entirety and Public Law No. 6-5S-l, as amended by 
Public Law No. 6-7-3 and Public Law No. 6-7S-l, is confirmed 
except as otherwise provided in this Act. 

Section 7. Effective date. This Act shall take effect upon its 
approval by the Higli Commissioner, or upon its becoming law 
without such approval; provided, however, that Section 6 of this Act 
shall take effect upon the effective date of the Constitution with 
proposed amendments as provided in Sections 2 and 3 of this Act. 
Passed: 13 March 1980 

Approved on 14 April 1980. 

(Signed) Tosiwo NAKAMURA 
Speaker 

(Signed) Adrian P. WINKEL 
High Commissioner 

DOCUMENT T/1827 

[Agenda item 4] 

Note verbale dated 4 November 1980 from the representative of the United States of America 
to the Secretary-General 

The representative of the United States of America 
to the United Nations presents his compliments to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the 
honour to transmit herewith for circulation as a docu­
ment of the Trusteeship Council the enclosed text of a 
press statement released by the White House on 31 
October 1980, after the initialling of the Compact of 
Free Association by the Governments of the United 
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[Original: English] 
[12 November 1980] 

States, the Federated States of Micronesia and the 
Marshall Islands. 

ENCLOSURE 

United States and Micronesian negotiators Initial 
Compact of Free Association 

Representatives of the United States, the Marshall Islands Gov­
ernment and the Federated States of Micronesia today initialled a 



Compact of Free Association, a basic document which will, when 
finally approved, a1.1thori2!e self-government for the 120,000 inhabi­
tants of hundreds of islands ranged across 3,000 miles of the mid­
Pacific and will also establish the terms of a unique continuing close 
relationship with the United States. The initialling also advances 
President Carter's goal, announced in 1977, of terminating in 1981 
the United Nations Trusteeship Agreement3 under which the United 
Statt;s has administered the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 
since 1947. The islands, formerly ruled by Spain and Germany, 
became a Japanese League of Nations mandate as a result of the 
First World War and were captured by United States military forces 
during the Second World War. 

Initialling for the United States was Ambassador Peter R. 
Rosenblatt, who has served since 1977 as President Carter's per­
sonal representative for Micronesian status negotiations. He was 
joined by Anton A. DeBrum, Secretary for Foreign Affairs of the 
Marshall Islands, and Andon L. Amaraich, Secretary for External 
Affairs of the Federated States of Micronesia and Chairman of its 
Commission on Future Political Status and Transition. 

Today's initialling represents the virtual completion of a negotiat­
ing process that began in 1969. The Compact provides that the 
United States will retain plenary authority in defence and security 
matters and that three Micronesian entities-the Marshal! Islands, 
the Federated States of Micronesia and Palau-will acquire full 
internal self-government and authority over all aspects of their for­
eign relations other than those which the United States determines 
to be defence-and security-related. The complex 64-page Compact 
also sets forth the financial and other types of assistance which the 
United States will provide over a 15-year period and covers the 
many other realms-including environmental regulations, trade, fi­
nance and taxation-in which the United States and Micronesia 
remain linked. The Compact's aid and defence provisions continue 
for 15 years and thereafter, as may be mutually agreed. It also 
provides each of the Micronesian entities the option of unilateral 
termination should any of them later decide to seek full indepen­
dence or any other political ~tatus. However, such unilateral termi­
nation would be subject to continuation of United States defence 
rights and economic assistance for their full terms. 

During several months following today's initialling ceremony, 
negotiators for all of the Governments involved will conclude their 
work on a dozen or more detailed subsidiary agreements covering 
such subjects as telecommunications, extradition and military land 

3 Trusteeship Agreement for the Trust Territory of the Pacific 
Islands (United Nations publication, Sales No. 1957. VI.A.l). 

use and operating rights. Once these subsidiary agreements have 
been completed, the Compact of Free Association will be formally 
signed. At that point the Compact will be presented to the voters of 
Micronesia for approval by plebiscite and submitted to the United 
States Congress as a joint resolution for enactment into law. If the 
Compact is approved, the United States will present the completed 
arrangements to the United Nations and seek termination of the 
Trusteeship Agreement. The United States' strategic trusteeship in 
Micronesia is the last of the 11 United Nations trusteeships estab­
lished after the Second World War. 

Palau, the fourth party to the current negotiations, was unable to 
send a delegation to Washington this week because the voters of this 
small island group in the Western Carolines go to the polls on 4 
November to elect their first national government. That government 
will take office on I January 1981, whereas elected governments 
took office in the Marshall Islands and the Federated States of 
Micronesia in May 1979. In a letter dated 25 October, however, the 
Palauan negotiators informed Ambassador Rosenblatt that they 
would meet with him in Washington on 6 and 7 November with a 
view to concluding negotiations and initialling the Compact and 
several closely related agreements. 

Marshallese President Amata Kabua had initialled an earlier ver­
sion of the Compact with Ambassador Rosenblatt at Kona, Hawaii, 
on 14 January 1980; but the document initialled today contains 
numerous changes from the January version, several of which were 
introduced by the Marshallese themselves. 

Another district of the Trust Territory, the Northern Mariana 
Islands, in 1975 approved an agreement establishing an even closer 
relationship with the United States through Commonw,:alth status.4 

Residents of the Northern Marianas have since elected their own 
Governor and legislature, but the Commonwealth will come into full 
legal existence only upon termination of the Trusteeship Agreement. 

There is no exact precedent in international law or United States 
constitutional practice for the free association status which the three 
Micronesian entities have chosen. The autonomy which the Mi­
cronesian States will exercise exceeds that of United States Ter­
ritories, while United States defence authority in the freely associ­
ated States is comprehensive and therefore of a different nature from 
the treaty relationships with even America's closest allies. 
Washington, D.C., 31 October 1980. 

4 See the Covenant to Establish a Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands in Political Union with the United States of 
America, reproduced in OfficiaL Records of the Trusteeship Council, 
Forty-second Session, Sessional Fascicle, annexes, document 
T/1759. 

DOCUMENT T/1829 

[Ag~nda item 8] 

Dissemination of information on the United Nations and the International Trusteeship System in the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands: report of the Secretary-General 

1. Pursuant to Trusteeship Council resolution 36 
(Ill) of 8 July 1948 and General Assembly resolution 
754 (VIII) of 9 December 1953, the Secretary-General 
and the Administering Authority co-operated during 
this reporting period in disseminating information on 
the International Trusteeship System and the United 
Nations to the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. 

2. The present report covers the period from 1 
May 1980 to 30 April 1981, during which time the 
Department of Public Information of the Secretariat, 
with the co-operation of other units in the Secretariat 
and the United Nations Information Centres at Tokyo 
and Washington, D.C., undertook action to implement 
its information mandates. 
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[Original: English] 
[11 May 1981] 

3. As in the past, the Distribution Section of the 
Department of Conference Services co-operated with 
the Department of Public Information and the secre­
tariat of the Trusteeship Council in transmitting by 
airmail directly from New York to the Trust Territory 
of the Pacific Islands relevant mimeographed doc­
uments, official records5 and the United Nations 

s Official Records of the Trusteeship Council (verbatim records of 
the meetings, annexes a11d supplements, including resolutions of the 
Council); the most recent report of the Trusteeship Council to the 
Security Council contained in Official Records of the Security 
Council, Thirty-fifth Year, Special Supplement No. I (S/14258); and 
N35/113-S/13817. For the printed text of the latter document, see 
Official Records of the Security Council, Thirty-fifth Year, Supple­
ment for January, February and March 1980. 



Weekly News Summary. The mailing list was supplied 
by the Administering Authority and included the 
legislatures, libraries, offices of administrators and the 
information media in the Trust Territory. 

4. The United Nations Information Centre at 
Tokyo continued its distribution to the Trust Territory 
of a large number of publications of the Department of 
Public Information and other organs and agencies of 
the United Nations system (see annex to the present 
report). In selecting the material for distribution, the 
Centre placed due emphasis on publications featuring 
decolonization, disarmament and international trus­
teeship. It also disseminated a wider variety of mate­
rial on economic, social and development issues be­
fore the United Nations. 

5. Following the pattern of activities undertaken in 
1979, the United Nations Information Centre at 
Washington, D.C., provided the people of the United 
States of America with updated information on devel­
opments concerning the Trust Territory. It distributed 
documents of the forty-seventh session of the Trus­
teeship Council (see para. 3 above) to key members of 
the United States Congress and staff of the relevant 
congressional committees. The Centre kept the non­
governmental organizations abreast of the proceedings 
in the Trusteeship Council and provided them and the 
news media with relevant press releases and doc­
uments. 

6. The Radio Service of the Department of Public 
Information has maintained its distribution by airmail 
to the Trust Territory of taped radio programmes such 
as "This Week at the UN", "Scope", "Perspective", 
"Women", "Eighty-One" and" Asian Spotlight", with 
the addition of "UN Calling Asia", a new short-wave 
programme beamed to South-East Asia and the 
Pacific. In addition, it transmits special programmes 
such as "Energy", "Namibia" and "Disabled Persons" 
to radio stations in the Territory. "World Chronicle", a 
television feature programme, is sent regularly to tele­
vision stations in the Territory and Development 
Forum, a periodical, is distributed to interested parties 
in Micronesia. 

7. During the period under review, the United Na­
tions Information Centre at Tokyo sent two missions 
to the Trust Territory with a view to strengthening and 
expanding existing arrangements with the local au­
thorities for the dissemination of information about the 
United Nations. In September 1980, the Director of 
the Centre visited Saipan in the Northern Marianas, 
Majuro in the Marshall Islands and Ponape in the Fed­
erated States of Micronesia; in November, the Infor­
mation Officer of the Centre undertook a follow-up 
visit to Saipan and Ponape and extended his itinerary 
to Truk and Kosrae. In both cases, the officers of the 
Centre made extensive personal contacts with admin­
istrators, other Trust Territory officials and members 
of the news media in their efforts to ascertain and 
update the information requirements of the people of 
Micronesia. 

8. The visits enabled the Centre to update its 
mailing lists for the distribution of information material 
from New York and Tokyo to all points in Micronesia. 
They also confirmed that United Nations publications 
and audio-visual programmes were being used to ad­
vantage and that the depository of United Nations 
films at the College of Micronesia in Ponape was well 
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maintained. Further, the names of the films had been 
incorporated in the general film distribution catalogue 
of the College. In this connexion, the Centre issued a 
note in December informing all educational institutions 
and libraries in Micronesia of the existence of the 
United Nations film collection at the College. Further 
arrangements were made to have the Federated States 
of Micronesia publicize in the Government's weekly 
newspaper the availability of the films to the local 
population. · 

9. During their visit to the Trust Territory (see 
para. 7 above), the two officers of the Centre observed 
a keen interest on the part of key government officials 
in training opportunities offered by the United Na­
tions. In this connexion, the Director of Education in 
Ponape was selected as the 1980 participant in the 
Fellowship Programme for Educators sponsored by 
the Department of Public Information, held at New 
Delhi in November 1980. 

10. Publications on scholarships and training for 
the inhabitants of the Territory are made available in 
the Territory by the Administering Authority. Those 
available include Study Abroad, twenty-third edition 
(1981/82-1982/83), a publication of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) on scholarship offers by variot1s countries, 
as well as the report of the Secretary-General on offers 
by Member States of study and training facilities for 
inhabitants of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is­
lands. 6 

11. As in the past, messages by the Secretary­
General and the President of the Trusteeship Council 
were sentto the Trust Territory in connexion with the 
public observance of United Nations Day. In the 
Northern Mariana Islands, renewed enthusiasm 
marked the preparations for the Day. A chairperson 
was appointed by the Governor to ensure the success 
of the celebration, which included a three-day sym­
posium in Saipan to which leaders and other officials 
of the region were invited to discuss the Territory's 
future relationship with the United Nations. A former 
Dag Hammarskjold Fellow of the United Nations Cor­
respondents' Association, who had spent four months 
at Headquarters in 1979, was actively involved in the 
preparation of the symposium. 

ANNEX 

List of United Nations information material distributed in the Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands 

Basic Facts about the United Nations 
UN Today (Suggestions for Speakers) 
UN Day school leaflet.(United Nations and a New International 

Economic Order) 
Slide set on the thirty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations 
United Nations Image and Reality: Management-Finance-People 
Member States of the United Nations 
Pamphlet and press kit for the International Year of Disabled Per­

sons 
The Special Committee of24 on Decolonization-What It Is, What 

It Does, How It Works 
International Covenants on Human Rights and Optional Protocol 

6 Official Records of the Trusteeship Council, Forty-seventh Ses­
sion, Sessional Fascicle, annexes, document T/1818. 



Towards a world without racism 

Report of the Secretary-General on the Work of the Organization 
World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination: 

A New Step Forward 

Declaration and Programme of Action to Combat Racism and Ra­
cial Discrimination 

Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples 

Decolonization, issue on the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 
(No. 16, April 1980, published by the Department of Political 
Affairs, Trusteeship and Decolonization) 

Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen­
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/34/23 and addenda) 

The United Nations and Decolonization 
Report oft he United Nations Visiting Mission to the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands, 1980 (T/1816) 
United Nations Council for Namibia 
Questions and Answers on Human Rights 
Disarmament: The Need for Intensified Efforts 
Final Document of the General Assembly Special Session on Dis­

armament 
Convention on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other Hostile Use 

of Environmental Modification Techniques 

Economic and Social Consequences of the Arms Race and of Mili-
tary Expenditures: Questions and Answers 

World Women Data Sheet 

Women and Science 

Poster set on science and technology for development 

Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of the UN System 
List of United Nations publications 
Selected list of publications from UNITAR 
ESCAP in Brief 
No Boundaries-Global and 1nterregional Activities of the United 

Nations Development Programme 
UNDP in Brief 
UNDP in 1979--Report and Review 
TCD·c News, January-March /981, UNDP 

TCDC News-Bridges Across the South 
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research, Wash-

ington 
Ten Questions on UNDRO 
Guidelines for Disaster Prevention 
UNDRO Newsletter No. 10 
United Nations University, Charter of the University 
UNHCR, What1t Is, What It Does, How It Functions 
Refugees in Africa, A country by country survey 
The Economic Impact of Tropical Cyclones: World Meteorological 

Organization 
UNICEF Report 1979 
UNICEF News-Development Begins with Women 

UNICEF material for the International Year of the Child 
Facts about UNICEF 
UNICEF News-Training 
Ideas Forum, UNICEF 
Development Education UNICEF School Series, No. 6: An Ap­

proach to Peace Education 

DOCUMENT T/1831 

[Agenda item 7] 

Offers by Member States of study and training facilities for inhabitants of the Trust Territory of the 
Pacific Islands: report of the Secretary-General 

1. By resolutions 557 (VI) of 18 January 1952 and 
753 (VIII) of 9 December 1955, the General Assembly 
invited Member States to make available to qualified 
students from Trust Territories scholarships, fellow­
ships and internships for university study and post­
primary and technical education. 

2. The programme is administered in accordance 
with the orocedure approved by the Trusteeship 
Council at its thirteenth session. 7 Under this proce­
dure, the Secretary-General was invited to submit to 
the Trusteeship Council at least once a year a report 
containing all appropriate details of the programme. 
The present report is the thirtieth such report and 
covers the period from 25 May 1980 to 14 May 1981. 

3. As stated in previous reports, 11 Member States 
had in the past made scholarships available under this 
programme. Those Member States were the following: 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Indonesia, Italy, Mexico, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Tunisia, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and Yugoslavia. 

4. A description of the scholarships offered by 
Member States is contained in the eighteenth report 

7 Ibid., Thirteenth Session, Annexes, agenda item 13, document 
T/1093. 
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[Original: English] 
[14 May 1981] 

submitted to the Trusteeship Council at its thirty-sixth 
session. 8 

5. Up-to-date information concerning the schol­
arships mad.! available under the programme, as well 
as the extent to which awards had been made to, and 
utilized by, students from the Trust Territory of the 
Pacific Islands, was requested by the Secretary­
General in a note dated 16 April 1981 addressed to 
Member States that had offered scholarships in previ­
ous years. 

6. As at 14 May 1981 information had been re­
ceived from one offering State, namely the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics. 

7. In a note dated 11 May 1981, the Permanent 
Mission of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
informed the Secretary-General that, at present, no 
inhabitants from the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is­
lands were studying in the Soviet Union. 

8. Information on the scholarships made available 
under the programme is included in the handbook 
Study Abroad, twenty-third edition (1981/82-1982/83), 
published by the United Nations Educational, Scien­
tific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Copies of 
Study Abroad are sent to the Administering Authority 
and to United Nations information centres. 

s lb1d., Thirty-sixth Session, Annexes, agenda item 10, document 
T/1696. 



DOCUMENT T/1832 

[Agenda item 4J 

Note verbale dated 18 May 1981 from the representative of the United States 
of America to the Secretary-General 

[Original: English] 
[18 May 1981] 

The representative of the United States of America to the United Nations 
presents her compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has 
the honour to inform him that the following correction should be noted in the 
report of the Government of the United States of America on the administration of 
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands for the period 1 October 1979 to 30 
September 1980:9 on page 2 of the report, under the heading "Major Events of the 
Year (October 1979-September 1980)", delete the first paragraph under the sub­
heading "October 1979". The entry for October 1979 would, therefore, consist of 
one paragraph which begins: "Palauan voters ... ". 

It is requested that this note be circulated as a document of the Trusteeship 
Council. 

9 1980 Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, October I, 1979 to September 30, 1980, Thirty-third 
annual report to the United Nations on the administration of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands; 
transmitted by the United States of America to the United Nations pursuant to Article 88 of the 
Charter of the United Nations (Department of State Publication 9181). Copies of the report were 
received by the Secretary-General on 4 May 1981 and transmitted to each member of the Trusteeship 
Council on the same day (T/1830). 

DOCUMENT T/1833 

[Agenda item 4J 

Note verbale dated 19 May 1981 from the representative of the United States 
of America to the Secretary-General 

[Original: English] 
[20 May 1981] 

The representative of the United States of America to the United Nations 
presents her compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has 
the honour to inform him that the following change should be noted in the report of 
the Government of the United States of America on the administration of the 
Trust Territory of the.Pacific Islands for the period 1 October 1979 to 30 Septem­
ber 1980: 10 on page 9 of the report, in Part V, entitled "Political Advancement", 
under the heading "Future Political Status", replace the last sentence of the first 
paragraph, which reads "Five of the sixteen ... ", by the following sentence: "At 
the time the Compact was initiated, 5 of the 16 agreements related to the Compact 
were also initiated: 3 by the Governments of the United States and Palau, and 2 by 
the Governments of the United States and the Federated States of Micronesia." 

It is requested that this note be circulated as a document of the Trusteeship 
Council. 

10 /bid 

DOCUMENT T/L.1227 

[Agenda item 4] 

Report of the Drafting Committee on the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 

'{Jriginal: English/French] 
[3 June 1981] 

1. At its 1520th meeting, on 29 May 1981, the Trusteeship Council appointed 
a drafting committee composed of the representatives of France and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to propose, on the basis of the 
discussions which had taken place in the Council, conclusions and recom­
mendations on conditions in the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, and to make 
recommendations concerning the chapter on conditions in that Territory for 
inclusion in the next report of the Trusteeship Council to the Security Council. 
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2. The Drafting Committee held four meetings. It had the benefit 'of the 
assistance of representatives of the Administering Authority. . 

3. In the light of the general discussions in the Trusteeship Council on 
conditions in the Territory, the Committee drafted a number of conclusions and 
recommendations which it considered as reflecting the opinions of the majority 
of the members of the Council and which are set forth in the anriex to the present 
report. 

4. The Committee recommends to the Trusteeship Council that it adopt the 
revised working paper on conditions in the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 
(T/L.1225 and Add.l) as the basic text for the chapter on conditions in that 
Territory to be included in the next report of the Trusteeship Council to the 
Security Council. 

5. The Committee also recommends that the Trusteeship Council adopt the 
conclusions and recommendations set out in the annex and include them at the 
end of the report. 

ANNEX 
Draft conclusions and recommendations 

[For the text of the conclusions and recommendations adopted at the 1522nd meeting of the 
Trusteeship Council on 11 June 1981, see Official Records ofthe Security Council, Thirty-sixth Year, 
Special Supplement No. I, part 11.] 
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HOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS 

United Nations publications may be obtained from bookstores and distributors 
throughout the world. Consult your bookstore or write to: United Nations, Sales 
Section, New York or Geneva. 

COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES 

Les publications des Nations Unies sont en vente dans les libmiries et les agences 
depositaires du monde entier. Informez-vous aupres de votre libraire ou adressez-vous 
ll : Nations Unies, Section des ventes, New York ou Geneve. 

KAK IIOJIY'IHT:b H3,ll:AHHH OPT AHH 3AU:HH OB'I.EJl:HHEHHbiX HAU:HR 

H3AaHHH OpraHH3ai~HH O!S'loeAHHeHHhiX HauHl!: xomHo KynaTh s KHH>KHhiX xara-
3HHax H areHTCTBaX BO BCeX pal!:oHaX MHpa. HaBO,liHTe cnpaBKit O!S H3,llaHHHX B 
BaWeM KHH>KHOM Mara3HHe HnH nHWHTe no a,llpecy: QpraHH3aUHfl 06'be,liHHeHHbiX 
Haual!:, CeKuHH no npo.z~ame H3AaHHl!:, HbiO-FlopK HnH :lReHesa. 

COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLICACIONES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS 

Las publicaciones de !as Naciones Unidas estan en venta en librerias y casas distri­
buidoms en todas partes del mundo. Consulte a su librero o dirijase a: Naciones 
Unidas, Secci6n de Ventas, Nueva York o Ginebra. 

Litho in United Nations, New York 00400 40345-June 1982-2,025 




