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SEIZURE. OF 169 KILOGRAMI-m!S 190 .2 G~iES OF RAH OPIUM 

.lflADE AT VANCOUVER, B.C. ON 9 .O.CTOBER 1947 . '. . . 

Su:pplementary .. Report No.·38 (a)' Communicated by the·Government of Canada on 

16 December 1947 

Note by:·the Secretary-General 

... In accord~ce '\'lith Arti.c~e .23 o~ the Convention for limiting the 
. . ~ . . ~ 

. .Ma:n1Jf~g.ture and regu.=!-ating the Distribution of Narcotic Drugs of 

·.13 ~ui; 1931, a~ ame~ded by the ~~otocol of 1i ~~·cember 19.46, the 
, . I ' , ... , .. 

Seqretary-General has the honour to communicate ... the fo11o'\dng, report 
• I • • < • t • ,• ' 

on the above-mentioned seizure to the Members of the United Nations and 
~ . . . '. . . ';, .'. . . . - . -

to the o~her parties to the Convention. 

/DEPAR'l'llffi:NT 
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1- Name of person or persons implicfl,ted; 

2. Date of Seizure: October 9, 1947 

3. Place of Seizure: Vancouver, B.C. 

TWo Ch:trte ac Su.llo1·:s 

4. Kind and qu~ti t~ of drug seized: Raw Opium; 373 pounds (169 ld1ogranunes 

190 .2 gra.pnne s) 

5. Act and Section under which charged; 

6. Result of Prosecution: 

(a) Date sentenced: 
(b) Where sentenced; 

(c) Sentence: 

7. BEMARKS: 

The most important Opium seizure on the North American Continent in 

many years occurred at Vancouver, B.C., on October 9thJ 1947, when 373 pounds 
(169 kilogrammes 190.2 gr~es) of raw opium ~ms discovereq on the 

Netherlands tanlter, Motor Vessel ''MANOERAN". Circumstances surrounding this 

.large seizure are outlined belQW. 
The vessel had been in Burrard Dry Doc~ for refit for about a ,-reek, 

Local workmen had dismantled Numbere 1, 2, 3 and 4 Winches and begin working 

on No. 5 Port Crane on the after deck. (It might be stated that these 

·lUnches are a feature eneo~tered only on Dutch vessels. There are six of 

them and each is mounted .on a steel platform measuring approximately 

14" x 4• x 4' and are welded to the declt). Upon opening an inspection 

port in the corner of No. 5 Winch the entire crane p~atform was observed to be 

filled with parcel~. Federal Police authorities were immediately called to 

the ship. Removal of all in~pection plates at No. 5 Winch uncovered a large 
number of bundles weighing approximately 163 pounds (73 kilogrammes 935.4 
grammes) of what proved to be a good grade of crude opium, containing very 

little foreign ~tter, of Indian origin. The ins:pection plates of the 

remaining Winch, No. 6, were remoyed and a second cache containing 208 po~ds 
(94 kilogrammes 346.7 grammes) of opium was discovered. Further search of 
the ship failed to disclose any more contraband opium. 

The opium seized was in various sizes, shapes and weights, on the 
average being in one ana a quarter pound lots, poorly wrapped in tissue paper, 
and, in some instances, in nevrspaper or brown vrrapping paper. 'l;'his 1;ype 

and weight is similar to the bun~es of opium recentlY seized on the Dutch 

vessel s.s. "MAPIA" in S~attle, VTashington. Some of. the newapapers are 
listed below: 

"Star of India": .. issue ot Octobe;t' 41 1946 (publi~hed in Calcutta) 

"Mon1ing News" : - issue of A,p:ril 19th, 1947 (Calcutta) 
/"S~day Statesman"; 
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"Sunday State·stnarii': ) ... issue·· of' -April ·2oi3h, 19'4-7 
11The·:··sta.t·esufan"r~: - 'i'ssue ot April 22, · 1947 (Calcutta & Delhi)· 

: ·~ ... :A,.~~C:heek ·of th~ ·'~hip's log··!nru.'dated that the "MANOERAN". arriv~d at . 
. I 

Calcutta, India, on May'23rd, 1947; sailing from that ·po~t o~June 21st, l947, 

· ~:- for ·VaJ:icouver, with· cargo and· stock; via the following pdrts: 

· Su.rabaya, Java: . 

Honolulu 
San Pedro, California 

Los Angeles, Calif'orni,a 

San Francisco, California 

Vancouver, 'B .e. ·.· . 
·rt "'as learned from the Ship's Agents that the "NANOERAN" on leaving 

Vancouver"for South'Atrica would 'niake ·calls at ·various ports on the American . - . 

Pa.ci:fic Se~board,· ·being due to· arrive at· Los Angeles on or about 

.Deoe'mber lst, 1947. : (This information· bas already· been donununi.cated 'to the 

u:.s .• A. authorities). Here a~ ·some of the- pQrts of call:. in· South· Atrica;. 

Capetown 

Port Elizabe-th 

·East· London · · 

··Durban · · 

. • , 1 ~ Louren.co Marques 

· ... · . 'nle question of asce;rta-ining; if possible, the party C?r parties 

respons':i,ble for .the illegal transportation· of 'the. opi'l\lll received carefnl . 

investigation.·. As a resUlt; it ·is the :Considered opinion of the investigating 

o'tficers that the Ship's Officers ( 18' .. all Dutch) ru:e not· in any way ~ . 

involved, and that. enquiries to date indicate that the qhly' members\ ·of the 

' crew- involved are 'two 'Chinese -.WONG YING· J.JUN, a fitter and OU ON, a 

carpenter~ ·:On -board ship, these Chinamen are· quart~red: in a. cabj.n (shared 

jo;i,:htly) 'in the·· a"f'ter deck house' immediately ·oack of the 'two cranes Under 

whfch· the opium wa·s ·found. ·It s:eems reasoriable"to .. pres\une; therefore, 

especially in view. of the· incrimiriati':n_g contents: of corrks'Pondence 

confiscated, that one or both Chi~amen are implicated, eithe~ as a principal 

or as· an~:escort for the ·cons:!.Snirfent. They vTere bQth sent ashore ·separate1y, 

· under escort, to Police Headq~arters where both were questiQned at length, 

and although ther.e. is no doubt but- ·what they are· involved,.: in :some ·way, 

to date th:ere ·is ··no··direct. evidence· to. warran_t prosecuti·on w:ide.r the Opitun 

~:·and Nar.cotic ~ Act; 'they have. boifh been rele~sed, . (The ''MANOERAN 11 
.. sailed 

fram the Port·'of' Vancot\ver· at 5~00 P•I!l';, on·' .November Bth, 194'"( folT South" 

Af:rtica, calling at American Ports·> as previously· stated:·· the 'tliO Chinese .. 
susp-ects are ·still members of the crew). 

/However,· 
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However, examination of the co1·respono.ence did. reveal some interesMng 

facts. One letter fo~ _in W9ll!l ',.a .. :PQ.Sr?~ss.~g,n .wa;s .a44r~s.s.e~: ~o ...... · 
"UNCJ:.E JACK MAN"; thi~ .pers.on is ·'be'llev~d to. b.e identiQal. with. one:"'' 

t • .. '\ p.;., . .,; '! :.•.! : 1 ; 
0 

• 4 : 0 ' , : '•; ' J 'j o , t _. 
0 

{" ' , ' ~ ~I ,, ' ( I , 

"Cl;IIN JACK·MAN.'~·'· a_ .~:uspecte,d.laJ;ge_ sc~le., trE;~.f,tigl\e..r. s,tate.d. tp -~~:rresiding 
:.., • I • • ~ ~ ~ ... • , \ • • 

0 
~ l • , , , ' ' • , , ' • i,, ' ••' •t "~ '~,. 1 

' 

at 415 l/2 7th ·Avenue South, Sea'\i.tle, 'VT!3-shing~on,. u.s .lh OtA~r evidence 
. • • "; :- • : i. • 't • ""!,I. .: •, .-. t-..,: r • : ~ '• '': -.; • \ ' ~ • ' "' • • ' ' • ,l l : . • •. 

poj.nts to the fact th~t tP,$3 .t'ro .sus:pects_ exchange.d. corresppn~ence .in reg~rd 

to the dispo~~l ·~f: th~·~;i\un shipment with the ~dermentiq~ed: 
''i.:w MON, 3/1 Blackburn Lane, Calqutta 

WONG YING KOV1, 3/3 Tiretta Bazar Street, Cal·cutta. 
' • ,. •• t > 

PO CHUN, SZE HOP, 30 Blackburn Street, Caie.utt,~ •. 

(Investigation in Calcutta is under way). 

Other facts uncovered would indicate that the opi~ was ... .l?.;L~~e.d on 

board ship in Cal<nrtta. shortly be.fore J-qne. 21st 1947, .. and that it Wl;l.S 
.• . . . . ~- • . . .. ~.. . "{. , . . ~ . .. . . . . : . = : . . • , r . . . . . 

consigtied: .. by a Chinese .traff.icl~er in tpat .~i :tY to one LEE DAR'!' .. SING, ot . .. 
. ~~w York, {said ·t~ b~ a ve~ :prowi~~nt ... Chinese in. ~e.w. Y~~k '. s Chin~tpw.n)._. 

, . • I , ' ' . . r l ' ' I " ~· , ' '. • . 1 '• '• ' 

Appare.n~ly '· the origi~al intention. o.f .the consp~.r.ators was for .c.HlN ,;JAGK,. MAN 
, 

1
' ' 

1 
~ • ':.: ' ~ ~ ' _I :' • ~ , • • • •• • '• • " , ' , • 1 I 

("Uncle Jack ~an") ,t~ take .::~.l~ve:rY' fro~JvPNq YING Ltn~; t~e ·C?;J?~~-~.)10Utd· .then 
be 'transported to i.EE DART in !'lew York, Thi~ seems quite feasible. e{l the 

. .. 
amount seized was too large for any individual or grol.lp ... tq. P,an,dl~,j.;n 

. .: • • ~. • • . ~ t • 

Vancouver, and with knowledge of a refit coming up it is IJ.l.9F~ ;.·~han p~obable 

that had the shipment been destined for the Port of V~couver ~t~e.f~~s 

would have been made to remove it prior to the worlgne.~ ~qa;t>ding :th~ .ship, It .. : ·. ·,· ... 
'muld appear, therefore,. tha~ t.he or~ginal arrange~ents q:f' .the traffickers 

· · . ' ; ~ • :' · ., . . ! . . ~ 4. '· ~"S , . . • ·. . . · · · · p "' • 

went awry, and although a pearch of t~e vessel at a .couple of American. r . . . . . . :' 1: , ·~ • • ":1 ,~; t : . . . t . . , . . . 

port's before it rea.ched Vanco:u,ver failed to. reve.al the p~e:;;ence o:f :the opium 
• • • • • • • • ' • • , • : • • - :: ~. , ... J • , I . . . . 

cache, it is only fair to point out that the opium.co.uld no.t have 'Q~en.i'o~d 
~ · ··:. . ~<t ~ . -!;' ., • • • · r . · ) · · · .. · . , ·· _ · :,- · . ··.' .~. · · 

l'l'ithout removing_ the P.lates from the winqhes, and these were welded tq .the 
:, • I • • •• ~ ~ ' '•,' • ~,' :• 1 ' : .. ~ ''; ! • \ > • ' ' ~\.• / 

platforms. And it lms only due. to the fact that ~ocal wor~e1l vr.e~e .. eng~g~d 
• \ 

0 
' '.: , • • : ' ', • , 

0 
'• 1 ( ' ' •: \ , ~ ' 

0 
I ,I \ • • I , 

1 
1 0 o 

~y the, Co~pany's Canadia~ Shippin~ Ag~nta to carry out sq~e necess~y an~ 
•• t I \ • , ' ' " ' ~ , • • • " 1 '-

,i~portM.t 'repa.i.r "ro,r~ ·_(ord~red, b! LLOin.·~) :th.~t ~~~·, c.aclf~. ~~e to .J,~p.t .. ~ ·. 
I • ' • ' •I ' .,., \ ·' ·• • 

Had this. large shipment o~ contraband opi~ .reache4. ~he ~~e~or~~' .. : \ . . ,•. . . . . . . :. . ' ~ \ ).. . '·. . ' . . . 

the huge .Pro.~~ t·~- ~h~~ would J:tave accr.ued -t;o,.r~e,. cr~mi~~_.,t.J:a±-:fick~r.s-.~~ :well 
• ~ ' .. I. • • • • .. • • • • 

be imagined when it i,s kno~ that at about tiitle of se;i.z:ure op:ium .m;ts sel~;i.ng 
~ ~ \ :, ' ', • ~ • 'I '• • • ' ' ,1 1 • ' < • ' 1 t' ' ',• o : ~ • 'I ' 

1 
• ' J ,.,, 

on the·· streets of Vancouver, B.C. and Toronto., Ontario,. ~t f;t>om. $8..00 ... 
\ ' . • . I ~ • I ; '• ' I ' • . I • : ~ ~ ' • \ •, • • ' 

(U.S.A. $8.90) to $10.00 (U~S.A. $10.00) a deck of ap;prox:i,matelY..,two.grains 
: • : \, I ' ~. • V ,,, • ' .. • ' ' ' ~ ' f 'J ' • \' < 

( .13 ~r~es) .(4~y. 5 grain~ to the 9unce (~8 .4 ~~~s)) •.. Ar.d a. ~~~lr:t .t,ime 
ago.~ .P9~d pf ra~ opium ~hich ha4.been mnuggled.~~ho~e ~~o~ a. s~ip in. the 

• • • ' I' • ' '• ! i o I J I • ' 1 ;. ,: ' ' ' i, ~· \. ~ > o '''' ' 'I " 

Montr~~;L, P.Q., Ha;rbour, was. offered .f.pr. tl1~ a;;~. o_f $.359.QQ .(q~.s .•. A.-. $.35Q) on 
f 

0 ·~ 
0 

f ' ' : 0 1 °0 

0 
."'h.. • o ' 0 I l , \ 0 ... 0 

0 , • , ,; •,. ' 00 .I 

the West Coas~ the ;pr~ce ~riedJ'rom_$,50.00 Jg~s .. A~ ·*559} .. to .. $700 • .00 
(u.s .A. $700). a·. po~d in ·the. iliicit ··traffi·~.~·· 

' • ' ' • ' ' • ' • • ·• 1 '' , • • ~, 1
"' ~ I 

/Wh~le Jh~. . ,•.' 
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While the "MANOEBAN" is "owned" by the Netherlands Steam.ship Company 
of Alnstei"dam, Holland, the ship "belongs to" the Si'lver and Java Pacific 

Line, t-thich is a combination of several Dutch Stea..1l8h1p· Companies.- The 

Company•s shil?Ping agents in Canada, Messrs. m.ngwall, Cotts & Co., of 

Vancouver,. B.C., have been made aware of the seriousness with ~hich the 

Canadian Government views this illegal transportation of contraband opium, 

and it has been pointed ou~ to them that had the seizure been made at a 

port in the United States of America, a fine of $25.00 (U.S~A. $25) an ounce 

of material would have been assessed against the vessel, amounting in all 
to approximately $15Q,OOO.OO (U,S,A. $150,000} They were also informed 

that the O\mers could consider themselves indeed fortunate that no such 

action was taken by the Cuna.dian au.thori ties. 

The international aspects of this seizure are immense and the 

ciosest attention is being given to the matter by all authorities in any 

way involved. 

· JS/JC 

Ottawa, Ontario, 

8 Decetnber 1947 

/signed/ K, c. Hoesick 
(K.C. Hossick) 

Chief, Narcotic Division. 

--- ... -




