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.-.--------. 
Not~ by the Secre>tary-Gener.:o.~ 

In accord~ce with Article 23 of the Convention for Limiting 
the M~uf~cture and Regulating the Distribution of N~rcotic Drugs of 
13 July,193l, as 'J.ITlended by the Protocol of 11 December 1946, the 
Secr-;t.ary-Gen..;r::..l has· the honour to communic:tte thG following 
report on the above mentioned s:.;:i,zure to the l1emb0rs of the United 
Nations and to the other ~arties to the Conventionc 
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DEPARTI1Zl~T OF NATIONAL HEALTH AND WELFARE 

N'Ulle of person or per-
sons implicated: 

Date of Seizure: 

Pi 'V'"! nf . S"j~ure; 

Kind and qua.ntity 
of drug se~z . ..:d: 

Aet and .St:c:fion "".lnder 
which charged: 

Result of prOS']CUtion: 

H~rold (Ike) Crellian, ~an •. 
(b.Se~t.24,1912) 

December 5, 1945 

Toronto, Ont • 

18 Mor~hine Capsules, l gr.:.l8 grs •• 
(1.152 gr"IDL'lle) 

o. & N.D.Act.Sec.4(d) 11 Illcgal Possession 
of MorDhir:e ~ Diacetylmor?hir.e" •. . ~ 

(a) Date S<.mtenced: 24·.6.4(,. 
(b) Where s:::;ntenced: Toronto, Cnt •. 
(c) Sentece: 2 years, less l day imnrisonmcnt & 3 months inde

terminate; fined ~ji200 or 3 months in def1ult of 
pB.ym3nt. 

7 •. Remarks: 

The subject of this report is a well known criminal addict and, 
according to his story, both he and his wi~ 11 Sa lly" ~re "heavily 
hooked", each using between 25-·and 35 c.">.psules (Heroin) a day. 
Crellian 1s criminal record d'ltes back to J:muary 1930, having three 
convictions for bre~ches of the D~g Act, .his l~st under the Act 
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being on August 21st, 1942, when he was sentenced to two ye::1rs; fined 
$200 or 6 months; h~ving paid the fine, he w~s ~eleased on April 4th, 
1944. 

It W:J.S just a m:1tter of two months after his r ele'l.se from jail 
th1.t Crellian qgain c nme to the notic8 of the Police in regam to 
illicit narcotic activities. Through confidenti<tl sourc,:;s at the 
dispos3.l of the Police, it bec"l!le known th<J.t Crcllian and his wife 
ware peddling narcotics in Toronto, on a l.<:trge s c::tl.e, som-;;thing 
likE.: 300 capsules of Hero:ln,. it W'lS stated, being disposed of 
d 'lily. His modus oper?.ndi W'1S mrefully obsc.rved and it was hoped 
that a slip-up on CreEian 1 s part would lead the authorities to the 
origin:tl so::.rce of his suoply. Observ.g,tion was carried on 
patiently 'lnd diligently for mont!)s "lnd on numerous occg_::ions. when. 
it w::J.s known that either he or his wife were carry·ing capsules 
(usu9.lly 50) they were seized, but on each of these o•,:casions the 
result:'tnt se'lrch puved negq,tive, and it ':Ja$ subsequently ascertrtined 
th'lt the fingerstall or prophylactic in which the c3.psulas were 
carried had been swallowed just prior to apprehension or during the 
scuffle which ensued when they wer~ s~ized. 

As things were appA.t'ently ge.tting too hot, the Crellians de
cided in th8 first week of July 1945, upon a trip to :t>Iontre-'ll;P.Q., 
where it was their intention to t'"'~.ke ·"l "Cure". It wB.s lecrned; 
howev.;;r, that inste:1d. they started· selling m.rcotics on the streets 
of that city, their suppliesb~ing received from a-Toronto source. 
Th.:; task of observing and wi.tching the movGments 'ind actii:ities of 
this couple wer0 diffic'ult in .the c;xtreme but on th'3 15th November 
19/+5, Crclli:m 'lg::.tin turned up in Toronto where, according to infor
m 1tion received, he was peddling n·trc_otics on a f:lirly large sc'ie. 
It waslei.rned th'lt he would be going to ::1. particular Grill, or C ·.fe, 
for the purpose of distributing some 25 or 30 Heroin capsulesto a 
few chosen addict customers. The necess3.ry arr:mgemeirts ware m<tde 
to trail 3.nd cover him 3.nd 'lt whctt w:s::onsidered the 3.ppropriq,te 
time (12.25 ·a.m.) he W-''l.S'lccosted but just pri6r to· being '1P:?feher:idcd 
he must have followed his usual custom of swal].owiiig whatever nar:... 
cotics he hq_d in his possession, as when se'lrched no narcotics were 
found. Police corttinued their observ±ions with a view to ascer
taining Crelli::m's source of sup'Jly and, if possible, to place him 
in a pos_tion m:lking it pe~ssible to 1.fpr·JtJcnd h.L'T. il'l nossessicin bf 

narcotics • . _ .... 

No d2finite action w1.s taken as the rGsult of observ:::..tidns 
and tailing conducted on November 19 and 20th. Further obEerva
tions and t.1.iling on Novemb®r 21st, · 2t>th, 27th A.nd 28th did not 
meet with-success. 

The City Police :;.lso failed in an att.:;mpt to appri~hend him 
while in possession of narcotics on Decembor 3rd, 1945. The 
Police Officers were only twelve feet-distant from Crelli'ln when 
they rushed him but in that short sp-,ce of ·time he h1.d thrown the 
contr_aceptive cont,:dning the capsules into his J!lOUth and· swallowed 
it. 

Tho efforts of the Police, howwer, ultimat0l;>r met with 
success. On the night of December 5th, 1945, he W'lS seen at·the 
junction of two streets by two 'Police OL'icers, who h'ld been . 
tr~iiliing him, to pass A.n:. re9eive small obj~cts from persons known 
to be addicts; he then w.2lked along the street and .q,ftar looking · 
around, he'threw .3. whita object onto a lawn.· Crellian continued 
on his W-'J.Y walking up and down other n--sarby stre~ts eventually 
raturning to the lawn for the purpose, it w~s surmi~ed, of 
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' ' 
retrbving the .object he had previously thrown t;,.ere. As Crellb.n 
appro!lched the; lawn, he l0olkeC. n.round, then stooped to pid< up the 
contraceptiv0 with. his right hand which he placed in his overcoat 
pocket.. The two Of~"ic(;rs, who ifure s.~:croted. approximqt8ly twenty 
feet dist.1.nt from Crslli::m, irnrrwdiately rushed and s:.;i~::;d Crellian, 
at the same time grabbing his right hand. 1 In th<J struggle, the 
contn.ceptfve r0llcd from his hnnd to the ground; it w:ts secured,. 
::md fohnd to cont:.in 18 ca;)sules. (Note: the Police Officers ·•had 
previously insocctcd the object Olt the lawn and knew•that' it con ... 
. t.,ined 'a nu,'Ylber of c·"i.psulcs.) \-\Then Crolli'ln criad C'Ut ~'Let mo up; 
you 1ve got me:', h8 no doubt appr•3chted the f'lct that this tinle he 
w::1s C'lugltlt with the "goods". He w:;,s formally arrested ·::md ch·"!.rged 
en December 6th and in view of the f::tct that upon analysis the ·1 

11 Heroin 11 capsules were found j:.o also cont·dn Morphine, he w.1.s 
charged with being in illegal possession of both drugs. He was 
rem:md~d ron b:til until the 13th of December 1945, but' owing to cir ... 
cum·st:mces beyond th0 contro'l of the Police, he w:ts not actu.:J.lly 
brought to tri.:l.l until JunG 24th, 19/+A, wheh h.:: was sentenced as. 
sta.ted. .It might here be st~1ted that Crelli:m w1.s picked up by ~the 
Poli.cG at ·1. Sa~:ito.rium some miles from Torc,nto wher8 he had suppos·edly 
gonE: to t<tkc:: 9. "Cur:;". · 

' \ 
It w::;.s le'3,rned during the course of tt:Lis tedious and long dn:t.m 

out c1.se; th<tt one John CHUBA had stolen some 200 capoules of Heroin. 
from Crellian. _, 

Some interesting f.qcts also! came to. light during the investigo.
tion .1.nd '1lthough the, Police' li--ve not, as yet, closed in 0n the 
tr'lffickers, wh~ J.re.said to be bringing in the H6roin capsules, 
they h:w,-:; ever;/ r0':'-son to bdlieve th1.t H.1.r:r M. Rogers, hl:r father a 
11 Pop" Rogers, and the Dec0sta (a.li:J.s .J,oseph Ccist.J.ntino) comprise 
on0 c.f tho gangs of tr:J.ffickers. Accor·iing to confidential informa
tion which c::r::no to the knowledge of 1the, FoJer'!.l Police, these 
p·.;>rsons had visited the U.S.A. 0n more than one occ,E;ion, tr.1.vell'ing 
ty pl~ne to Imffalo, N.Y., teturning;with ~bout 1000 capsules of 
Heroin. This app0ars to t-e startling nc:ws but a check-up at the 
Aineric:1n Air Linos r, . ..-:vea.ls the f.1.ct that at least\ one flight was 
rrnde by the party on January 4th, 194?, prdsumably to that city. 
Co,Jperation wj th the Air Line Authorities has ken ost:1.blished :1nd 
this pfnse of illicit trafficking is receiving c 1r8ful att.:;ntion. 

Sgd. K.C,' HOSSICK 
Acting Cbi.ef, Na.reotiC' Division 

s.::pt. 15, 1946, 




