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A. GENERAL 

I. LAWS AND PUBLICATIONS 
During the year under review, no new law was passed in Congress and no 

orders or regulations relative to opiu!D and other dangerous drugs were pr.o
mulgated. Previous to and on or after 4 July 1946, the Harrison Narcotic Act 
which was made appli cab! e cto the Philippines by virtue of Section 2 of said 
Act, was the only law. that regulated transac tiona in narcotic drugs for 
medicinal use. Cb 20 May 1952 a bill to replace this Act was introduced in. 
Congress by the Committ'ee on Ways and Means. This bill provides for registra
tion of, and the imposition of fixed and special taxes upon, all persons who 
produce, import, manufacture, compou~d. deal in, dispense, sell, distribute, 
or give away opium, marihuana, opium poppies, or coca leaves, or any synthetic 
drugs their salts, deri¥atives, or prep.a:rati.ons, which ap,e capable of producing 
addiction and are so declared by Executive Order of the President of the 
Philippines. 

All e.xi.sting laws and regulations regarding narcotics were en forced effec
tively, both in respect of the legitimate trade and the illicit traffic. 

II. ADMINIS'IRATION 
There has been no change in the administrative 'arrangements for the execu

tion of the international conventions, particularly those which pertain to the 
collection of data required by the Permanent Central Opium Board, and the con
solidation of all seizure.s reported by. the Bureau of Customs, the Philippine 
Constabulary, and the Chiefs of Police of all chartered cities. 

III. OONTPDL OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
No difficultie-s we.re encountered in the application of the provisions of 

Regulation No. 107 of_the,Department of Finance with respect to import certifi
cates and export authorizations during the period covered by this report. 

The authorities responsible for the issuance of import certificates and 
expors. authoriza'tions, as well as diversion or transit certificates, have not 
been changed. The movement of narcotics and other prohihi ted drugs in the 
legitimate trade and of synthetic drugs capable of produ~ing addiction as 
decided by the World H:ealth Organization is still under the control and super
vision of the Drug Inspection Section, . Bureau of In tern a! Revenue, Department; 
of Finance. The Go.vernment has not met with any cases of forged or falsi'fied 
import certificates or export authorizations during the year. 

There was no change in the application of the system of special import 
certificates for Indian hemp nor were any difficulties encountered in it.s 
application. 

There were no exports of prohibited drugs during the year under review. 

IV. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
As was previously reported, the President of the. Philippine~, after having 

seen and considered the-necessity of concurring in -the acceptance of the 
Protocol signed at Paris on 19. November 1948, decided to submit to the Senate 
of the Philippines the said Proto.col for ratification as required by the 
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Con sti tu tion. 
During the year covered by this report, the Senate of the Philippines 

failed to 'adopt a resolu.·tion concurring in the acceptance by the President of 
the Philippines of the said Protocol and, therefore, the Philippines cannot 



as yet be considered a party to the Prot'ocol, signed at Paris on 19 November 
1948, as ,the full powers authorizing the Philippines representative to sign 
for the Philippines contain a reservation regarding constitutional require
ments of the country. 

Even in the absence of a law that places under control all transactions 1 n 
synthetic drugs capable of p·roducing addiction, the importation and sale. of 
these drugs are actually being regulated in the same way as are other n·arcotic 
drugs. 

V. ILLICIT TRAFFIC 
There was a marked increase. in the number of seizures made.by the different 

law-enforcing agencies of the Government during the year under review. Fifty
six seizures, • as compared with thirty of last year, were made from the dif
ferent parts of the islands during the year covered by' this report, involving 
17 Filipinos and 178 Chine.se. In the City of Manila al.one, 34 seizures were 
made by the Manila Police Department•• involving 8 Filipinos and 140 Chinese. 
The quantity of prohibited drugs involved in these seizures was almost ·double 
as compared with that of the previous year. 

Fifteen cases involving 9. Filipinos, and 140 Chinese were tried in court. 
Of the 149 persona· tried in court, two Filipinos and 59 Chinese were convicted, 
2 Chinese were acquitted, and the cases against 4 Chinese were dismissed. Three 
Chinese were released by the Fiscal's Office for· lack of suffi cien.t evidence 
against them, thus leaving a total of 100 pending cases involving 15 Filipinos 
and 110 Chinese. 

The Government. wa.s able to realize a total coUection of P9, 7.50. 00 (US 
$4875) from imposed· fines and from those cases pending in 1951 but decided J.n 
1952, a total collection of P4,400.00 (US $2200) was made. An aggregate 
sentence of IS years, .10 month.s, and 21 days was impo.sed on all cases decided 
in 1952, including those pending in 1951. 

The following drugs and articles were seized by the different law-enforcing 
agencies of the Government during the year: 

VI. OTIIER INFORMATION 

Prepared opium ..•.•... • •..••.. 
Opium ash •.•. • ................. . 
Morphine .•. ·\~· •••...•..• _•.•.• .• 

·Co cain e ... • ', .· .......•.••....• ·. · 

Grammes 

1,930.5 
75.5 
54.5 
4.8 

Opium paraphernalia ••. , •• 22 pieces 

A closer and stricter surveillance of smugglers in the southern part of 
the Islands was made by the different 1aw-enfor.cing agencies of the Government. 
It is believed that entry of a great portion of these drug.s with· the aid of 
small boats ana fishing bancas are made through these points. In one seizure 
alone, in Iloilo, the Philippine Constabulary was able to confiscate a number 
of opiu!D tins labelled "Dog Brand" containing almost 1,200 gramm.es of the 
drug. 

In the Island of Luzon, seizures were also made by the law-enforcing 
agencies of the Government, but'the qu-antity of prohibiteddrugs involvPtl was 
quite small compared with that seized from the Visayas and Mindanao. 

*Note by the Secret4ri4t: Particulars concerning individual caseg can be· found in the Suaaary 
· · ·· .. of Illicit Tr4lll4ction. Md Seizuru, document E/NS.l953/Summary 5. 

**Note 6y the Secret•ri4t: F~-r £~;-th~~ information~ see Chapter VI, "Other Information", of this report. 

3 



The greatest number of seizures was ~ade 1n the City of'Manila during the year 
1952. The Manila Police made a total of 34 seizures involving 148 persons of whom 8 
were Filipinos and 140 were Chinese, 

The Court of First Instance of Manila was able to dispose of 68 cases during 
the year covered by this report resulting in an aggregate imprisonment of 9 years, 
6 months and 4 days and, a total imposed fine of P9,450.00 (US $4725), 

The following quantities of prohibited dr~gs were seized by the Manila Police: 

VII. RAW OPIUM 

Grammes 
Prepared opium,.,,, •'•••••••••••• 20·3,5 
Opium ashe a.·· .... ,., .....• , .. ·,... iS. 5 
Morphine ••• ~ ••• ~ •••• ~.~ ••• ,,,,,, 43,5 
CocBine· ......... -.a••~a•••••~••••• 4.8 

B. RAW MATERIALS 

During the year, the Philippines had a total import of 116,240,4 grammes 
(pure drug content) of opiu~, its derivatives and preparations and 6,700 grammes 
of synthetic drugs which were decided by the World Health Organization as cap
able of producing addiction, 

The poppy plant not being grown in the Philippines, rd opium is not pro
duced here and no attempt was made to cultivate the said plant··, In the bill 
introduced in Congress by the Committee on Ways and Means, ~t is proposed to 
prohibit the cultivation·~£ marihuana and poppy plant, 

·The following were the drug· establishmeitts and Government offices :authori;Eed 
to import opium, its derivatives and prepar·ations thereof, with the quantity in 
their pure drug content· imported from 1 January 1952 to 31 December 1952, in
cluding synthetic drugs capabl~ of producing addiction: 

Grammes 
· Armed Forces of the Philippines, , , , , , , , 3 1 S86, 7 

F·, E", · Zuellig, Inc.· ~, ·, ·,, ••.•••••••• , , • , • 28, 360·, 4 
Far', Eastern Drug CQ.• ; ·, • ·, ·, •• , • • • • • • • • • • 5, 230 
Oceanic Commercial Co. , ·,·, ', ·, •• · •.•• , ·•• ··., 
Metro Drug Corporation~.·, , , ',,, •• , '• , , , •• 
Doctor 1 s Pharmaceutical Inc·, •••• , ••••• 

700 
7,829.1 
1,805 

Est r ac o ·• ·, •• , ··, , , • ·, • ·, , , ·, ;. , , , • , ·, ·, ·, ., , • ·~ ·, • · •• · 9 ·, 6 
Botica de Sta, Cruz·,, ...... ,,, •• ;.·, ... , ••• ·~ 12,340 
Hizon Laboratory· ••• ,,,·,, •••• ,·,.·,·,.·,,·, •• 1, 424 
Philippine American Drug Co~, ........... 12, 059.3 
Lexal Laboratorj •••••••• ~~ ••• ~ ••• ~.~.~~ 
Cathay ·co·.·, Inc~ ~ -~-,, ,-, ,.-, ·, o •.••• -.· •• -~ • • •. 

Farmacia Oro •• ,-~.·.,:,·,,·, •• ·,-~·, • • • ·• • ·, • • • • ··, 

440 
0.2 

292.4 
Sharp and·Dohme,:,.,,,, ••• ~.·,,,,·,,,,, .• ,, .• 533.4 
La Estrella del Norte, ••••.••• ·, ••••• :,. •. 7 • 6 
Kuenzle and Streiff,·, •• ,,,:,:,·,.· •.•• , •. -~ •• 18,625.7 
Mercury Drug Co, ~ ,·, •• ,. ·:··· ••••• ,.,, ••• 10,600 
Pascual Laboratory.·.~· •••• ·, ·• i ••• ·• • · ••• ~ •• 10, 7 00 
Inhelder Inc •••.• ·.,·.~·.·.·,,· •••.• :,·,· •.•. · •.••••• · 1,683 .• 3 
Winthrop Stearns, Inc. ,· •• ~· •••••. ·,,.,,·,, 6,700 
K.R. Squibb & Sons.·,., •••••••.• •. • • • • ·.:,·,. . o·.6 

Total: ...... ~ .••••• o.'l22 I 940. 4 

The Bureau of Internal 
(US $222,104, 719~ 36) from 1 

Revenue made a t~tal collection of P444,209,438.72 
Januar.y 1952 to 31 December 1952, out of which 



P26,527.72 (US $13,263,86) were collected from ~s~ privilege tax-receipts,* 
During the period under review:* 6,020 regular permits for local purchases, 
45 permits for importation, and 117 special permits were issued for the im
portation of preparations and remedies containing negligible quantities of 
prohibited drugs. . 

VIII. COCA LEAF 
No attempt was made to cultivate the coca plant in the Philippines. During 

the year covered by this report, the Philippines had a total import of 4,415.4 
grammes (pure drug content) of cocaine alkaloids and their salts. 

There was no importat·ion of coca leaves' during the year, 

IX. INDIAN HEMP 
Indian hemp (Cannabis sativa L) is not cultivated 1n the Philippines, 

C. MANUFACTURED DRUGS 

X. INTERNAL CONTROL OF MANUFACTURED DRUGS 
There is no public or private entity in the Philippines which is engaged 

either in the manufacture of narcotic drugs or in refining processes since the 
poppy plant is not cultivated here and the ~ountry does not import raw opium. 
Opium in its pure st.ate, its derivatives and preparat·ions for medical and 
scientific uses and as ingredients in the manufacture of medicinal preparations, 
1s imported into the country. 

During the year,, the Philippines was able to import a total of 360 grammes 
of heroin (diacetylmorphine)~ No exportation of this drug was made during the 
year, 

As reported in Chapter III above• the movement in the legitimate trade of 
opium, its derivatives and preparations thereof and of synthetic drugs capable 
of producing addiction as decided by the World Health Organization is still 
under the control and supervision of the Drug Inspection Section, Bureau of 
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Internal Revenue, Department of Finance. 

D. OTHER QUESTIONS 

XII. PREPARED OPIUM 
Opium smoking is totally prohibited in the Philippines. 
During the year covered by this report, a total of 1,930.5 grammes of 

prepared opium, 75.5 'grammes of opium ash, 54.5 grammes of morphine, and 4. 8 
grammes of cocaine were confiscated, The bulk of these seizures were made in 

· the southern part of the Islands. 

•Note &y the Secretari!'t: For particulars of this tax system, see Aruaual Report of the Philippint/a 
for_ 1939, League of Nat1ons document C.29.M.261941.XI (O.C./A.R.l939/67) pages 6, et seq. 
••Note,by the S!cretar;iat: The annual report also contains: (a)' a list showing the local Ji>Urchases of 
darc~r1c d1rug~ 1nclud1ng thoa~ made by Govern~ent officers; (b),a list of ~arcotic drugs 1mported with 
eta1 a re at1ng to eacli cons1gnment. These l1ats are reta1ned 1n the arch1ves of the Secretariat. 
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There were 61 convictions with an aggregate imprisonment o£ 9 years, 10 
months, and 5 days, and a toc.al imposed fine of 1!9,750.00 (US $4,875), and those 
cas~s pending from ~he previous year that were decided in 1952 had 9 convictions 
with an aggregate imprisonment·of 6 years and 16 days, and a total imposed fine 
of 1!4,400.00 (US $2,200). 

All confiscated narcotic drugs and p~raphernalia, after the te.rmination of 
the cases, will be turned over to the Opium-Custodian Committee who will decide 
on their disposal and destruction. 

\ c:, 
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