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AGENDA ITEMS 24, 27, 23, 29, 30, 31, 34, 35, 100, 101, 103, l07 (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation :from Spanish): We shall now proceed 

·with our consideration of·the various proposals before us. 

Mr. SINGH (India): India's general approach to disarmament, in 

particular tc nuclear ci::;arman:ent, is v1ell known and bad been reiterate0 in this 

.Committee this year. Our attitude towards the establishment of nuclear-wea.r:;on­

free zones is governed by that approach. We see the creation of such zones 

in appropriate regions of the world on the initiative of tte States concerned and 

by agreement an:cng then: as a useful cc~latPral measure but not as a substitute 

for nuclear disarmament. 

It is in that spirit that India has supported the General Assembly 

resolutions on the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones in Africa and 

in :r;,atin r_rr:er:ca. They were proposed on the initiative of the countries of those 

regions and by qgreen:ent arr:ong then: after detern:ining tbe approrriateness of 

the region and the suitabil:._ty of conditions. In both cases there were 

priqr cqnsultations ~eadipg tQ agr~ement a~ong th~ co~ntriep conc~rnefi before 

endorsement by the General Assembly. 

At the same time, India has also maintained that any proposal for the 

creation of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in a particular region has to be 

considered on its specific merits. 

The Pakistani proposal seeks to create a nuclear-weapon-free zone in 

South Asia. It also envisages a regime for the peaceful nuclear programmes.of 

the States of the region. It would have been better if prior consult~tions 

had taken place among tl1e concerned countries of our part of the world, 

particularly since conditions vary from zone to zone and our different problems 

and perceptions should all have been taken into aceount. It would be essential 

:o take into consideration certain special features of the zone proposed by 

Pakistan. Africa and Latin America are separate and distinct continental zones, 

geographically and politically. In that sense, South Asia cannot be ~cns:._dere3 

a zone. The presence in Asia of countries belonging to military alliances and 

the existence of nuclear-weapon Pc;wers ..-culd have a y:._tal Lec:.ring en the viabil.:..ty 

of a nuclear-weapon-free zone. 
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(Mr. Singh, India) 

Pakistan has brought the question before the United Nations without 

consulting us. Nonetheless the way is still Ofen for us to adopt the right 

procedure and to search for an understanding through mutual consultations. 

It is in that spirit that we have decided to make a positive gen~ure. The 

draft resolution (A/C .l/L.69l: >·Je pro rose is rut forward in that 

r::onstructive sp1r5t. vle have taken this decision af'ter careful consideration 

and in view of our continuing dialogue for improvement in our bilateral 

relations. 

Our draft surr-orts the creation of nuclear-weapon-free zones in appropriate 

regions of the world by a process of consultation and agreement among the 

States concerned. However, it avoids any prejudgement concerni~g the concept, 

features and d<=>li:::~ation of the zones. Those are matters best left for 
• 

discussion and eventual agreement among the interested co'J.ntries. We feel 

that in view of the special conditions prevailing in our part of the world 

the draft resolution rror;:of'ed h;v us is more sui table. 

vle have carefully examined the statements made by the various 

delegations regarding the prerequisite of prior consultations and agreement 

before a auclear-weapo-n-free zone coul-d be- endorsed by- the General .l:.sserrbly. 

In particular, that feature has been emphasized by our neighbours. There is 

nothing in our draft to which exception can be taken by any delegation, 

not excepting the Pakistan:'. de::..egation. He therefore bor;e that this r:rorosal 
. . 

will enjoy unanimous support. 

In spite of the doubt created by the manner in which Pakistan has ·put 

forward its proposal,I should like to strike a note of optimism and hope for 

the future. India has consistently striven for peace· and co-operation :1mong 

all States. In our region, I am glad to say, our relations with our immediate 

neighbours are growing stronger and clo2er. 

equality and mutual respect. 

They are based on friendship, 

vJi -::.~. t'akistan also the process of normalization begun at Simla in .:-ul.y 1972 

has steadily progressed. I myself had the privilege of visiting Islamabad 

two months ago for talks on the restoration of communication and travel 

between the ~~<o nct:c~r~es. I recall with particular gratification my fruitful 

d~sc·:;:;.s'c'r:s v:ith the Foreign Secretary of :E'akistan, my friend ll'..r. Agha StahL 

In this connexion,I may mention that further talks between our two delegations 
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on the restoration of civil aviation links and trade are scheduled for the 

coming week. It is our sincere hope that nothing will come in the way of 

this happy trend towards arrore constructive and co-operative relationship 

·between our two peoples and Governments based on friendship, mutual trust 

and respect. 

_ I _should like to take this opportunity to affirlll once again the 
' 

determination of my Government earnestly to ~ursue ttose gcals in conformity 

with the letter and spirit of the Simla Agreement. 

May I take this opportunity to reaffirm the nuclear policy of the Government 

of India, a r:olicy wbir.h is ·well established and consistent with tbe principles 

and purposes of the United Nations Charter and the_Statute of the International 

Atomic Energy £gency. As is well known, the Government of India is opposed to 

the manufacture-ann ~sR of nuclear weapons and to their proliferaticn. On 

the contrary, we are committed to the utilization of nuclear energy exclusively 

for peaceful purr:cses. We have a wide range of peaceful purposes in view, 

and one of them is the experimental use of nuclear explosive devices 

underground for earth moving, mining and the exploitation of our natural 

resources. Nat!lrally, in the connuc-t ·of our pcn.ce:\il a-ctivities-, in -tbe. 

nuclear field we.shall be guided by the international obligations we have 

freely undertaken. There .can be no question of imposing on India's nuclear 

programme any regime that is not universal and non-discriminatory and to which 

India is not a party. 
\ 

Cur rartic i._r.a U on or otherwise in a nuclear-weapon-free zone will be 

governed by the ·foregoing considerations, as we:l as by the characteristics and 

commitments of the proposed zone, its geographical limits and other 
' ' 

relevant ccnsidera:~ons. 

vlith those words I should like to commend the draft resolution sutreitted 

by the Indian delegation (A/C.l/L.63l) for the favourable consideration of 

the Committee. 



AP/gt/vpd A/C .1/PV .2020 
6 

.. 
Mr. GARCIA ROBLES (Mexico) ·(interpretation from Spanish): I do not 

ever remember having had the great honour of introducing -- as indeed I shall 

now be aoing a draft resolution which, as is true of A/C .l/L.684, has been 

co-sponsored by the 25 states which have been participating in the work of the 

Conference of the Committee on Disarmanent. 

Also, I do not be.lieve_ that I_ have ever m~de ~- mQ..re laconic introduction 

than I shall now be doing. I also believe that the content of the draft -is 

such that extensive comments are unnecessary. 

First, may I say ·that there was unanimous agreement among the present 

members of the Committee that five more states should be invited. 

Eecondly, the im;.itation will take effect only after 1 January 1975, 

which means after the United Nations General Assembly has considered and 

adopted the resolution based on the draft. 

Thirdly, the resolution will state the conviction of the Assembly that: 

,, ••• to effect any change in the composition of the Conference of the 

Committee on Disarmament specified in this resolution, the procedure 

followed on this occasion should be observed; 11
• (A/C.l/L.684, para. 3) 

We believe that the Assembly will be very pleased to accept the 

German Democratic Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, Iran, Peru and 

Zaire as new members of CCD at the beginning of next year. 

Before concluding, I would just add, as representative of Mexico -- and 

we are convinced that all those who are familiar with the background of this 

question will agree with us -- that the draft resolution in document A/C.l/L.684 

is a felicitous way of recognizing the supreme authority of the General Assembly 

and of ensuring that the membership of the negotiating body on dis~rmament 

which was established in December 1961 is satisfactory both to the nuclear­

weapon ~ates which are members nand the rest of the world 11 as General Assembly 

resolution 1660 (XVI) of November l96l_quite correctly pointed out. 
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'i'be CHAIRMAN (.interpretation from Spanish): I thank 

Ambassador Garcia Robles of Mexico for introducing the draft resolution in 

document AjC.l/L.684. 

I should like to know now whether, after the introduction of this draft, 

any delegation wishes to speak on the subject, whether there are any general 

comment-s or whether anyone wishes to explain his vote .before the vote, as 

the Committee has already decided, we shall be voting on this draft resolution 

. this morning. 

In order to explain his vote before the vote, I call on the 

representative of France. 

Mr •. MISTRAL (France) (interpretation from French): I am not sure 

whether the draft resolution to be submitted to us will be the subject of a 

consensus or of a vote. Ip either case, my delegation would like to _say 

'something. 

If there is to be a vote, we shall be obliged to abstain. If there is 

to be a consensus, my delegation will not object to that procedure. 
- - - -- - - . - -

I should like to say that our position should be understood to mean 

this, that we do not want to abandon Fran9e's traditional position towards 

the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament. That position has been 

repeatedly set forth in our Committee ana relates equally to the composition 

of the Committee, its geographical and political balance, and the procedures 

it employs, particularly its system of Go-chairmanship. I do not want to 

abuse the patience of the Committee by going into detail about these positions 

which are very well known.· 

I should also like to add that the reservation I have just expressed in 

no way relates to the admission of the five new members which are to form 

part of that Committee. On the contrary, we hope that the entry into the 

Conference of the Committee on Disarmament of the Federal Republic of Germany, 

the German Democratic Republic, Zaire, Peru and Iran will make it possible 

for that body successfully to conclude the important and constructive work 

it does. 
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The CHAIFM.AN (interpretation from Span.ish): If no other delegation 

-would like to speak either to make a general statement on the draft resolution 

in document A/C.l/L.684 on the subject of t'General and complete disarmament", 

co-sponsored by 25 countries, or to explain his vote before the vote, -we shall 

proceed to the vote. 

I should have thought that it -would be possible to adopt this draft 

resolution -without actually taking a formal vote; but if any representative 

-wishes to request a formal vote in order to have his vote recorded, I -would be 

pleased to accede to that request. 

I call on the representative of China who -wishes to explain his vote. 

' . 
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Mr. LIN (China) (interpretation from Chinese): With regard to the draft 

resolution in document A/C.~/L.684, the Chinese delegation will not participate 

in the vote. 

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation frcm Spanish): As there has been no s?e~i~ic 

request for a f..ormal vote on the draft resoLution now before· the Committee, I shall 

take it that the draft resolution is adopted unanimously. 

The draft resolution was adopted-

The CHAIIDJAN (interpretation from Spanish): The comments made by the 

representatives of France and China will be duly <-:~~~ c;11.:, ~-n th<:: rf'corri. 

Does any representative wish to explain his vote after the vote? 

Mr. TRACRE (Mali) (interpretation frcm French): Y~ delegation agreed 

with the consensus on the draft resolution which has just been adopted but if it 

~had been put to the vote il·e 1-~,~ulc lmvc ats"~::;.Lwd on u:;Jc::·A.tive 

paragraph 3. 

The CHAIRVillN (interpretation from Spanish): Since no other delegation 

has expressed a desire to speak on the draft resolution just adopted, we have 

concluded our consideration of that draft resolution. 

Perhaps, in the light of the result of the vote, I might on behalf of the 

Committee extend warm congratulations to the delegations of the Federal Republic of 

Germany, the German Democratic Republic, Iran, Peru and Zaire on their becoming 

members of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament in accordance ~~th the 

resolution. 

lf~. AKH~~ (Pakistan): May I join you, Nrr. Chairman, in extending the 

warmest congratulations of my delegation to the five new members of the 

Conference of the Committee on Disarmament -- the Federal Republic of Germany, 

the German Democratic Republic, Iran, Peru and Zaire. It has been an honour for 

Pakistan, as a member of the Conference of the Collimittee on Disarmament ~nd a 

friend of those five countries, to co-sponsor the draft resolution which the 

Committee has just adopted. 
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I have pleasure now in 

welcoming my friend~ the Secretary of 'state for Foreign Affairs of Pakistan~ 

Mr. Agha Shahi, and calling upon him to introduce the draft resolution in 

document A/C.l/L.682. 
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Mr. SHARI (Pakistan): Mt-. Chairn:a.n, ·I have i~nse pleasure in 

participating once again in the important deliberations of this Committee 

With so many old friends and colleagues. It is especially gratifying to 

witness the happy choice the Committee has made in electing you to 

preside over its proceedings. On a personal note, may I say that, even 

among the distinguished gathering of diplomatists and statesmen which 

takes place every year at the United Nations at this time, it would be 

difficult to find one with a deeper insight into the issues with which we 

.are concerned, or with greater devotion to the achievement of the objectives 

of this world Organization, than .the Chairman who has been elected for this 

year by the First Corr~ittee. 

Having myself had the honour, five years ago, of serving as Chairman 

of this Co~~ttee, I can fully appreciate the complexity of the task you 

face in guiding.our deliberations to a constructive and meaningfut conclusion. 

Progre~s in the field of disarmament has been painfully slow, ,and 

recent developments have rightly aroused grave doubts about the political 

will of the world community to reverse the race towards world chaos. 

Unless a· more determined -effort is made- by all nations, collectively and -

individually, to control vertical and horizontal proliferation of nuclear 

weapons, the world will become increasingly insecure, and the chances of a 

nuclear holocaust will grow with each passing year. 

There is no disagreement that,the nuclear Powers-- and in particular,· 

the two which possess the largest arsenals -- have a special responsibility 

to ~et the example in reducing their nuclear armaments and ensuring against 

nuclear proliferation. At the same time, the non-nuclear-weapon Powers cannot 

be absolved of responsibility in the promotion of other, collateral measures 
I 

to 9bviate the danger of the spread of nuclear weapons to States ~hich as 

yet do not possess them. 
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This year Pakistan intends to concentrate on two issues in the field of 

disarmament. The first pertains to the need for strengthening the security 

of non-nuclear~weapon States, and the other to averting the danger of 

horizontal proliferation of nuclear weapons in the South Asian region. 

In regard to security, ~uch was said in this Committee and in the Security 

Council in 1968-during the consideration -of the non-nroliferation Treaty. 

I de not think it necessary to recapitulate the views expressed by the 

non-nuclear States at that tin:e, or subsequently in the Conference .of 

Non-Nuclear-Weapon-States. 

The representatives of France, Ireland ~nd Romania, among others, have 

reminded this Committee of the inadequacies of the.security assurances 

extended to non-nuclear States under Security Council r~§olution 255 (1968) 

and the need to strengthen them in order to counter-balance the commitments 

entered into by the States that have agreed to renounce the nuclear option, 

and to inspire greater confidence in the dependability of these assurances. 

Pakistan is-deeply concerned that the three nuclear-weapon Powers which 

have declared their intention to act through the Security Council in -the · 

event of aggression accompanied by the use of nuclear weapons,have not shown 

sufficient appreciation of the security preoccupations of the non-nuclear­

weapon States. One would have thought th~t on the question of refraining 

from the use or threat of use of.nuclear weapons against such States the 

attitudes of the nuclear Powers would be more positive. Instead, we find 

that their main concern is with the consequences o::f extending such an 

assurance to doctrines of deterrence visualized by them under their respective 

security arrangements in Europe. My delegation, for one, is not persuaded that 

it would be impossible to extend such assurances to non-nuclear-weapon States 

without prejudice to these military doctrines. We are confirmed in this 

view by the readiness of France to undertake not to threaten others with its 

nuclear weapons. 
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The ~i~th nuclear Power, China, has reiterated several times during the 

past many years that it will never be the ~irst to use nuclear weapons, or 

to have recourse to nuclear threat against non-nuclear-weapon States. 

The current session o~ the Assembly has witnessed an increasing 

consensus among the States o~ the various rerions to ~ree themselves ~rom 

the dangers of the nuclear arms race by the creation o~ nuclear-weapon-free -~ 

zones. It is now generally accepted that the establishment of' such zones 

in various areas of' the world can.be an important instrument in enhancing 

the security of the States concerne~ in preventing the spread of nuclear 

weapons and in promoting the objective of general and r.omnlete disarmament. 

The Committee has before it a number o~ proposals concerning the creation 

of' nuclear-weapon-free zones. 

We in Pakistan ~ave always ·been concerned about the danger o~ nuclear 

proliferation in our region. This was manifest in the proposal made by 

the Prime Minister of' Pakistan, Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, on 28 November 1972 

that the region of South Asia could be declared a nuclear--~ree zone, and 

~he intro_duct~on of J?.Uc~lear vle~pqns b~nneq. Re~ent de_ve lppments_ have made 

it both imperative and urgent to act on this proposal. 

My delegation has explained the considerations which have impelled my 

Government to revive the idea of establishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone in 

South Asia. At the ~C02nd meeting of this Committee we outlined the salient 

~eatures o~ our proposal. To recapitulate, these were: 

Fi~st, that the -~sembly proclaim South l~ia as a nuclear-weapon-~ree 

zone.; 

Se~cndly, that consultations be held as soon as possible arr:ong the 

countries of the region and, at an appropriate stage, with the nuclear-weapon 

Powers to g:_ ve practical shape to this -declaration; 

Thirdly,that the s~cretary-General be authorized to invite countries of 

the region to begin consultations~ and 

Fourthly, that the- Assembly lay do1m appropriate guidelines in order to 

~acilitate the process of negotiation and give it a sense of direction. 
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Since then, the Pakistan d~legation has held extensive consultations 

on its proposal. We have also listened with great attention to the views 

€Xpressed in this debate, and have made an .earnest effort to take them into 

account. Indeed, the fact that the submission of our draft resolution was 

-delayed so long is due to the e.fforts we have been making to render it as 

widely acceptable as possible. 



AWjvpd AjC.lfPV .2020 
21 ' 

(Mr. Shahi, Pakistan) . 

The draft resolution in document AjC.l/L.682, which I now have the honour 

to introduce in this Committee, is a measure of the effort we'have made to 

achieve a consensus. My delegation has given considerable attention to the 

four criteria stipulate.d by the representative of the United States, 

Senator qymington, and later by the representative of the United Kingdom, the 

:St. llo:1. )avid Ennnls, for the- creatTon of nuclear-weapon-free zones. These 

criteria are: f"'crst, 1 that the in it iat ive sh~ulu be taken ''hy the states of the 

region concerned"; seccndly, tb.st the zone st.ould preferably include all the states 

in the area whose participatio~ is ~eemed importRnt; thirdly, th~t tte creation of 

the zone should not disturb existing security arrangemer"t s.: and fu~rthly, ·'that · 

~revision shcu~d be made.for adequate verification. 

In principle these criteria are unexceptionable. It is obvious that all 

the major countries in the region must be willing to establish such a zone. 

It is e,qually clear that some of the other criteria, for example the system 

of verification, must be the subject o,i' consultations among the interested 

countries before they can be given practical form but we do not believe that 

~onsult~tiqns cannot even b~gtn ui:rj:il the fqur criteria ~ar.e first fulfiUed. 

What is relevant is that the countries of a readily identifiable geographical 

region should be prepared to renounce the operaU on of acquiring nuclear ¥.'ea pons 

and there should be a concomitant willingness on the part of all the nuclear-weapon 

Powers to respect the nuclear-weapon-free status of the region. We believe 

that these conditions exist in fuuth Asia. The States of the fuuth Asian 

region, namely Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, have 

already declared their opposition to the acquisition of nuclear weapons and 

to the ~ntroduction of these weapons into the region. 

Nepal is a party to the non-proliferation Treaty. Sri Lanka has proposed 

the concept that "contemplates the establishment within the Indian Ocean of a 

zone of peace free of nuclear v1eapons'!. Bangladesh has supported 

the creation of nuclear-free zones in various parts of the world, including 

South Asia, through the agreement of regional states. India has reiterated, 

both before and after its nuclear explosion, that it will not develop or 

acquire nuclear weapons. We have also noted the solemn reaf~irm~tion by the 
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Indian representative in .this Committee, on ll November, that India intends to 

use nuclear energy solely for peaceful purposes. Indeed, as long ago as' 

5 March 1962, in a communication addressed to the Secretary-General regarding 

undertakings to refrain from manufacturing, acquiring or receiving nuclear 

weapons, India stated: 

"So far as the Government of India is concf?_rned, it has repeatedly 

declared that it has no intention of manufacturing itself or accepting 

nuclear weapons on its ten•itory · The Government of India is therefore 

willing to enter into any general agreement or specific undertaking in 

this regard in accordance with the resolution of1 the United Nations." 

That was India's stand in 1962, which I recall nnw. As for the nuclea~ 

weapon Powers, a noteworthy feature of this year 1 s debate, as the 

representative of New Zealand has pointed out, has been that the five States 

possessing nuclear weapons have indicated tt:eir support or acceptance of the 

concept of establishing nuclear-weapon-free zones. They have also in 
~- . 

principle welcomed the proposals to establish nuclear-weapon-free zones in "'::he 

Middle East and in South Asia. 
. -

The existence of alliances /and treaties of friendship with- great Powers 

have not prevented the establishment or consideration of nuclear-weapon-free 

zones in other areas. Nor is the proximity of nuclear-weapon Powers an 

inhibiting factor in the creation of denuclearized zones. This fact, that is 

the proximity of nuclear-weapon Powers, should not militate against bnt should 

be yet another reason for the creation of nuclear-weapon-free zones. For it 

is through such collateral measures that smaller States ce.n ensure their 

survival and security. 

As was pointed out by certain countries at the Conference of Non-Nuclear 

Statee .. each region has its own political and milita1·y characteristics, 

but this does not mean that nuclear-weapon-free zones could be established 

only in certain regions and not in others. The declarations made by the Eouth 

Asian States not to acquire nuclear weapons, coupled with the encouraging 

attitude on the part of the nuclear-weapon Powers, have set the stage for 

initiating consultations for the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone 

in our region. Indeed, in this Committee, we have heard no opposition to the 
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desirabi~ity of such a zone, even if certain count.rie?. may have differing vie'Ws 

as to the be~t manner in 'Which it can be established. 

Tur'ning now to the text of the draft resolution in document Ajc.l/L.682, 

sponsored by· Pakistan, the preambular part is by and large self-explanatory 

and reflects views on which there is a 'Wide measure of agreement among the 

-membe-rs· of this Committee. · The seventh preambular paragraph outlines some of 

the elements entailed in the establis~ment of nuclear-weapon-free zones. 

Subparagraph (b) of· this paragraph refers to "an _equitable and non-discr:iminat.ory 

system of verification and inspection 1'. This formulation is designed to meet 

the objections of those among the regional States which have criticized the 

existing system of international safeguards. By this provision, we mean that . 
as bet'Ween the States composing the nuclear-weapon-free zone, the procedures 

for verification and i~spection of the nuclear facilities will entail equal 

rights and obligations. 

He have felt it cesirable to refer) in the last preambular paragraph of 

our draft resolution, to the Treaty of Tlatelolco. He are convinced tba. t the 

consultations on a nucleB:_r-~eap:m-free zone for South Asia will profit 

irr:rrense ly from the precedent set by this first successful cffor": to ban 

nuclear weapons from a densely inhabited area of the world. 

It will no doubt be noted that the draft resolution avoids any mention 

of the controversial issue of peaceful nuclear exp:osions. For our part, we 

do not consider • that the feasibility of peaceful nuclear· explosions has been 

established. Recent evidence relating to the ploughshare programme in the 

United States confirms this generall~ held view. However, we believe that 

thiE is an issue which should be left to be determined by the technical studies 

that are being initiated on this sUbject. We hope, nevertheless, that until 

the findings of these studies are available, there will be a moratorium on 

peaceful nuclear explosions. 
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I now turn to the operative part of the draft resolution in docwment . . 
AjC .ljL.682. The. first paragraph takes note of the affirmation by the 

States of the region that they intend to pursue their nuclear programmes. 

for peaceful purpo~es only and tbat they will not acquire nuclear weapons. 

This is a statement of fact. . 
--- -

Tbe"second operative paragraph wouid endorse -in principle the_concep~ · 

of a·nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia. Having in mind the declarations 

made by the regional States that they do 'not' intend to acquire nuclear 

weapons, the Gene'ral Assembly w.ould be warranted in declaring Soutp Asia to 

be a nuclear-free-weapon zone. However, in response to the wishes of some-

_of the regional States and taking into a~count the fact that the precise 

modalities of establishing a zone have yet to be devised, my delegation 

has modified its earlier intention of requesting the. GeneraJ Assembly to 

declare South Asi~ a nuclear-weapon-free zone. Now we are asking no more 

than an ·endorsement in principle of the, concept of su~b a zone •. He believe 

that the Assembly can do no less. Since .there is no disagreement about the 

- -des irab i-li ty of crea.ting a nuclear-weapon-i'ree zone among the regionaL_ 

States of South Asia or the ~uclear-weapon Pmvers, or indeed within the 

entire membership of this Cornrni~tee, such an endorsement in principle of 

the concept of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South.Asia would constitute 

a very rrodest and cautious step forward. 

The action we are seeking is not 'without preceden.t. Members will 

recall that the General Assembly adopted resolutioc _1652 (XVI) on the_ 

denuclearization of Africa o.n the initiatj_ve of Nigeria _and some other 

African States. Detailed consultations bad not occurred and in fact some 

regional States were not at that time in full agreement with the proposal. 

It was after the Assembly 1s action that the African summit meeting adopted 

the-Declaration on the deLuclearizaticn-of Africa which was subsequently· 

.endorsed by the-Assembly in resolution 2033 (XX). Similarly, the initiative 

for the denuclearization of Latin America was taken in this Committee by 

Brazil, together vJith Bolivia, Chile and Ecuador. The following year about 

half the Latin American States 

resolution 1911 (XVIII) .. · 

0 • , ;:c:r:ea in sponsoring General Assembly 
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Earlier in my statement I referred to the growing consensus on .. the·· 

desirability of creat_ing nuclear-weapon-free zones in various regions of 

; ,. 

the world.. South Asia is as much a separate. and distinct region, geograpll,ica lly 

and politically, as other regions which have become ·or are in the process of 

becoming denuclearl.zed zones. We have· nevertheless made an earnest effort - - . - -- - ---. 

to accommodate the views of those delegations which feel that our proposal, 

should not rule out the possibility of the ~~one•s encompassing-a larger 

area than South Asia. The eighth preambular ~aragrapt of the draft 

reso:ution states that the consideration of the proposal to establish 

a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Soutb Asia is without prejudice to its 

extension to 11 such other regions of A-sia as may be practicable". .And 

operative paragraph 3 o~ our _draft.xEsolution invites r.ot only the States 

of ·South Asia but also "such other neighbouring non-nuclear-weapon States 

as may be interest~d 11 to initiate consultations for the establishment of 

a nuclear-wearon-fr~e zone. 

I must emphasize that the possibility of including States oth~r than 

-the six countries of South asia· s·hould not coils"trued as ·in any -vmy a 

precondition of or an j_mpedi.:rr..ent to tb:=: initiation of the st~ps -'-uV-'~sagec'l 

in the draft resolution for the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone 

in our region. It is important that until an agreement is reached the States 

of the :region should refrain from an'y action that would retard or impair. 

tte ~ossibilities of achieving the ob~ective of denucl~a~izing 

South Asia. In particular, the conducting of ~ny nuclear tests without 

appropriate means to verify thei~ peaceful nature could not be viewed as 

being compatible v1ith the objective of preventing nuclear proliferation in 

South Asia. 

The ·fourth operative paragraph of the Pakistan draft re;:;r::_ut:.on refers 

to' the important contribution which the nuclea.r-•>~earor:: States w-ill have to 

make if the otjective of pr~venting proliferation in South Asia is to be 

achieved. ~D essential element would be their commitment to respect the 

denuclearized status of the zone. We welcome the assurance that has already 

been given by one nuclear-r1eapon State that it v1ill do to, and .in view of 
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r;ositive o.ttitude en th:is question we are cor-fident -':;hat similar assurances 

will be forthcoming from the other nuclear-weapon Powers as well. At an 

appropriate stage the regional States w.ill-have to hold consultations 

with the nuclear-weapon Powers on these ~atters. 

The fifth operative paragraph requestls the Secre_:tarJe~Ge_EJeral to 

convene an early meeting of the South Asian_ States ·to implement this draft 

re$olution and ·to render such assistance as they may .require. ·My _delegation 

believes that the :·nited Nations, and in particular the Secretary-General, 

must be closely associated with the consultations on the idea of a­

nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia. As the representative of Romania 

said on 7 November in this Coillmittee: 
II the active presence of the United Nations ~o support and---

stil_nulate thE! efforts of Sta~es towards that goal 11 
-- that is, of 

establishing nuclear-free zones -- 11 is an important obligation of' 

the United Nations, flowing as it does from its purposes and 

principles. 11 (2012th meeting, p. "'16) 

A similar view was expressed by the representative o·f Nigeria at· o"ur 

meeting on 31 October. In connexion -with the denuclP.arizatbn of 

Africa be said: 

"We need the United Nations to assist us to translate into reality 

and legal form the various declarations on the denuclearization of 

Africa. We .need the United Nations to secure support and acceptance 

by the Powers, particUlarly the nuclear-weapon States, ••• of our 

determination to prohibit nuclear weapons in Africa. 11 (2005th meeting, p.ll) 

We do not underestimate or discount the ccmp:.ex que-stions that will 

need to be resoived or the political_obstacles that will have to be overcome 

in order to attain the goal of dcnucleari7.at:i.c·n o~ South Asia.· He do not 

pretena that the draft resolution meets the preoccupations of each and 

every delegation, nor perhaps can it remove doubts that may arise per:taps not from -

the text of the draft resolution but from the subjective assessments 

of· the delegaticns concerned.· But questions about the specific- modalities 

of establishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone in our region or the initial 
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hesitation of some countries should not prevent the General Assembly from 

taking a decision.which would at least accept the broad measure of.agreement 

on the subject of the proposal and encourage and guide the ~urther strenuous 

efforts that will have to be made to fulfil the desire of the South Asian 

States -- a desire which is shared by the world 

·menace from their midst.· 

to remove the nuclear 
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The countries of South Asia have endured immense suffering and strife. 

They are even nov.' engaged in overcoming the .consequences of the last of several 

conflicts. The danger of hunger and starvation faces their teeming millions. 

Neither political conciliation nor econcmic and social development in the region 

can be promoted in an atmosphere of insecurity and suspicion. Peace and progress 

will not come to South Asia under the ·shadow of the nuclear cloud. 

We are confident, therefore, that vision will prevail over ca~culations 

of narrow and illusory adv?-ntage and that principles will be put above expediency 

in considel·ing PaJ<.:istan1 s proposal to banish the nuclear threat frcm the region 

of South Asia. 

The CFAIRMAN (interpretation frcm Spanish): I thank the Secretary of 

State for Ext·e>rr..3.J.. Affairs of Pakistan for the 'kind V.'Drds V.7hich he addressed to me. 

Mr. OBAME (Gabon) (interpretation from French): I should like to make 

a clarification. I noticed this morning that the representative of my delegat1on 

was in the pl.ena:!:Y Assembly yesterday, where· a vot~ V.'as taking place. · Conse:J_uently; · 

he was not able to take part, as he had been asked to do, in the voting in the 

Committee. 

In this connexion then, I should like to say that, in accordance with my 

statement on behalf of my Government on the global problem of disarmament, we 

oppose the draft resolution in document A/C.l/L.683 because of its discriminatory 

character and because it does not satisfy the idea. of universality of disarmame::.t 

by beginning with the greatest danger, which we have denounced. 

As to the other draft resolution, we would have abstained in the vote on it 

because of the interpretation placed on the third_and fourth preambular paragraphs. 
-

However, this second draft resolu-ci"On does, in our view, constitute an effective 

contribution to a solution of the problem. But, had we been here, we w·uld have 

asked the sponsors to add to it further. 

The CHAIRM4N· (interpretation from Spanish): The clarifications of 

the representative of Gabon will be duly noted in the records of the Committee. 
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Mr. MEERBURG {Netherlands): Mr. Chairman, you asked us yesterday.if . . . 
we could possibly '{Ote today on the dr_af't re~·oiution in docurnent.A/C.l/L.t$0.= 

We thought then that that was· sorrewhat earl'y because the draft res9lution was 

intr?duced· only on Wednesday and, hence, delegations would not have enough time 

to reflect on it. 

I should like to propose that we could vote on it perhaps on Monday or 

Tuesday. 

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): Before adjourning the 

zreetipg, I sqould like to bring to the notice of my colleagues that next we.ek 

we have only eight working meetings -- not eight aays bec~use there are only 

seven days in the week, and a w~rking week has five oays, so that we have only 

eight ~orking meetings. We shall therefore have to conclude, in the course ·Of 

these eight meetings, consideration of and yotingC5n.all the draft resolutions 

now before us and on those w~ich are still being negotiated before presentation. 

There are two or th;ee of' them of which we are aware, and they are awaiting 

sponsors. I should like to point out. that, although a large number .. of ~ponsors 

i~ som~times very impressive, in questions of disarmarrent delegations know well - . . - -- . - ' ~. -. - --~ - . - ~ . -
in advance what the position of their .Governrrent is and the presence of a small 

or large. number of sponsors does not have a very great impa~t on the voting 

of delegations. On the other hand, it would really help the work of the 

Committee if -we had early p;resentatiop and circulation of the draft resolutions. 

I am grateful to the representative of the Netherlands for his statement. 

I therefore propose that on MOnday we put to the vote the draft resolution in 

doeument A/C.l/1.690. I also trust that on Monday, after the presentation to 

the Committee of the draft resolution in document A/C .l/1.688, we shall be .'able 

to take a decision on it. 

Finally, I would express the hqpe that in connexion with the draft resolutions 

in do.cuments A/C .l/1.685 and A/C .l/1.686we shall have an early reaction from 

the delegation v.rhich asked ;for a deferral of their consideration. With regard 

to the draft resolution in document A/C.l/L. 675, which has been before us for 

a long time: delegations wishing to introduce amendments should do so as soon as 

possible .. If there are no further amendments, then we shall be able -to vote on it 

that much sooner. We have only eight meetings and much to do. I trust, therefore, 

that the weekend will be put to appropriate use so as to accelerate our work. 

The meeting rose at 12.10 p.m. 




