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I. SIGNATURE AND RATIFICATION 

1. The ·present Convention is open for signature by any State Member of the 

United Nations or of any of its specialized agencies, by any State Party to the 

Statute of the International Court of Justice, and by any other State which has been 

invited by the General Assembly of the United Nations to become a ~arty to the 

Convention. 

2. The ·present Convention is subject to ratification. Instruments of 

ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

II • ACCESSION 

1. The present Convention shall be open to accession by any State referred 
I • 

to in paragraph 1 of article 1. 

2. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession 

with the Secretary-General of the United Na•bions. 

III • ENTRY INTO FORCE 

l& The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirJcieth day after 

the date of the deposit with the Secretary-General of the TJnited Nations of the 

, twentieth instrument of ratifi_cation or instrument of accession. 
I . , 
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2. For each State ratifying the Convention or acceding to it after the 

deposit of the twentieth instrument of ratification or instrument of accession, the 

present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the date of 

the deposit of its own instrument of ratification or instrument of accession. 

IV. TERRITORIAL APPLICATION 

1. The present Convention shall apply to all non-self-governing., trust, 

colonial ~nd other non-metropolitan territories for the international relations of 

which any State Party is responsible. Subject to the ·provisions of ·paragraph 2 of 

this article., the Party concerned shall, at the time of signature, ratification or 

accession, declare the non-metro·poli tan territory or territories to which the 

Convention shall apply i~so facto as a result of such signature, ratification or 

accession. 

2. . In any case in which the previous consent of a non-metro·poli tan territory 

is required by the constitutional laws or practices of the Party or of the non­

metropolitan territory., the Party concerned shall endeavour to secure the needed 

consent of the non-metrop?li tan territory within the ·period of twelve months from 

the date of signature of the Convention by the metropol:i..tan State., and when such 

consent has been obtained, the Party shall notify the Secretary-General. This 

Convention shall apply to the territory or territories named in such notification 

·from the date of its recei'pt by the Sec;retary-General. 

3. After the expiry of the twelve-month period mentioned in the preceding 

·paragraph, the States Parties concerned shall inform the Secretary-General of the 

results of the consultations with those non-metro~olitan territories for whose 

international relations they are responsible and whose consent to the a·p'Plication of 

this Convention may have been withheld, 

V. FEDERAL STATE 

In the case of a Fede~al or non-unitary State, the following provisions shall 

a;pply: 

(a) With respect to those articles of this Convention that cqme within the 

legislative jurisdiction of the federal legislative authority, the obligations of 

the Federal Gov&rnment shall to this extent be the same as those of Parties which 

are not Federal States; 
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(b) With respect to those articles of this Convention that com8 within the 

legislative jurisdiction of constituent States, :Provinces or cantons which are not, 

under the constitutional system of the federation, bound to take legislative action, 

the Federal Government shall bring such articles with a favourable recommendation 

to the notice of the ap:propriate authorities of States, ·provinces or cantons at 

the earliest possible moment; 

(c) A Federal State Party to this Convention shall, at the request of any 

other Contracting State transmitted through the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations, supply a statement of the law and practice of the Ff:.:deration and its 

constituent units in regard to any particular provision of the Convention showing 

the extent to which effect has been given to that ·provision by legisla+iiv~ or other 

action. 

VI. RESERVATIONS 

1. At the time of signature, ratification or accession, any State may make 

reservations to any article in the -present Convention. 

2. If any State makes a reservation in accordance with paragraph 1 of the 

present article, the Convention, with the exception of those provisions to which 

the reservation relates, shall have effect as between the reserving State and the 

other Parties. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall communicate the 

text of the reservation to all States which are or may become Parties to the 

Conventi0n. Any State Party to the Convention or which thereafter becomes a Party 

may notify the Secretary-General that it does not agree to consider itself bound by 

the Convention with res·pect to the State making the reservation. This notific .... tion 

must be made, in the case of a State already a Party, within ninety days from the 

date of the communication by the Secretary~General; and, in the case of a State 

subsequently becoming a Party, within ninety days from the date when the instrument 

of ratification or accession is deJ,osi 'ted. In the event that such a notification 

is made, the Convention shall not be deemed to be in effect between the State making 

the notification and the State making the reservation. 

3. Any State making the reservation in accordance with paragraph 1 of the 

·present article may at any ti:lhe ·withdraw the reservation, in whole or in part, 

after it has been accepted, by a notification to this effect addressed to the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations. Such notification shall take effect on 

the date on which it is received. 
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VII • DENUNCIATION AND ABROGATION 

A Contracting State may denounce the ·present Convention by -written notification 

to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Denunciation shall tal~e effect 

one year after the date of recei'pt of the notification by the Secretary-General. 

VIII. SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 

Any dis·pute between two or more Contracting States over the interpretation 

or application of this Convention, which is not settled by negotiation, shall at 

the request · of any of the 'Parties to the dis·pute be referred to the International 

Court of Justice for decision, unless the disputants agree to another mode of 

settlement • 

IX. REVISION 

A request for the revision of the present Convention may be made at any time 

by any Contracting Party by means of a notification in writing addressed to the 

Secretary-General. The General Assembly shall decide up0n the steps, if any, to 

be taken in respect of such a request. 

X. NOTIFICATIONS 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States referred 

to in paragraph (1) of article I of the following ·particulars: 

Signatures, ratifications and accessions under articles I and II; 

The date of entry into force of this Convention under article III; 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) Communications and ratifications received in accordance with articles IV, 

V and IX; 
(d) Reservations and denunciations under articles VI and VII. 

XI • AUTHENTIC TEXT 

1. The ·present Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian 

and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the 

United Nations. 

I ... 
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2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified 

copies of this Convention to all States belonging to any of the categories 

mentioned in paragraph (1) of article I. 




