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1. The CHAIRMAN (Romania) (translation from French): I declare open the' three

hundred and first plenary meeting of the Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committee
on Disarnanent. '
2. I have to inform the Committee that I have no names on nmy list of speakers’fof

today. Does any representative wish to take the floor?

3. Mr., TRIVEDI (India): I thought that this might be a good opportunity for us
to consider whether the Committee cculd not also take on the work of dealing with the
other items which have beén entrusted to us by the General Assembly and by the mandate
under which the Cormittee has been established. In particular, the Indian delegation
felt that it might be useful to devote, say, one day a week to the consideration of
collateral measures like thé conprehensive test ban treaty.l The Indian delegation
suggests this not only because it is part of our mandate, not only because the,

General A4ssembly has asked us to co it, but also because it would assist in a rapid
conclusion of our consideration 'of a treaty on the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons.
That has been the concept which the international community has adopted overwhelmingly .
for a long tine, in particular since the famous resolution (DC/225):adopted by ' the
Disarmanent Comuission in June 1965 (ZNDC/149).

4 Mbreovér, several proposals are being put forward on, as I think the representa-
tive of Bulgaria said the other day, collateral measures such as certain aspects of the
peaceful utilization of nuclear energy (ENDC/PV.300, para.54). These fit in very well
with the banning of tests and test explosions. From that point of view also I think
it is necessary to deal with fhe.question of test explosions.

5. I shall not labour the péinf, but we have been debating this issue for a long
time, and we know not only the intrinsic value of these measures and ‘these discussions
but also their value for the non-proliferation treaty itself.  Also, I should like to
say that when I mentioned a conprehcnsive test ban I did so only by way of example.

We could discuss various collateral neasures -- as well as, of course, general and
conplete disarmament, which is the suprene task before us -- and as we had a little’
time this morning I thought I might ask the‘indulgence of the Chairman and the members

of the Committee to put forward this idea. -
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6. The CHAIRMAN (Romania) (translation from Ffench): The Committee has heard

the suggestion put forward by the representative of India, Azbassador Trivedi. Are

1

" there are comments?

7. Mr. BURNS (Canada): I think that we should consider very carefully the
proposal made by the repfesentative of India, and I would hope that our co-Chairmen
would, before we meet again, have hald a talk about it and have something to suggest

to us at the next meeting on how we night advantageously occupy our time dealing with
some of the other measures which have been put before us by resolution of the General
Assembly (ENDC/185). We know that we shall have to take some time to deal with then
before the end of our meetings here, and as there seens to be an unfbrtunate
lengthening of the period before it will be possible for the co-Chairmen to lay before
us the draft of a treaty on non-proliferation -- which we all regard as our priority
task -- we might well Gevote the time to discussion of some of the other resolutions
which dealt with the work that the General Assembly hoped we would carry out.

8. We all feel that possibly, unless there is progress on non-proliferation, few of
these other measures have rmuch chance of getting ahead either. - Nevertheless, I think
that what has been suggested to us by Mr. Trivedi has much to recormend it in the
present circumstances. I therefore hope that our co-Chairmen can consider this matter,
after the rather dismaying event of today when, for the first time I believe, we have

had no one to speak on substantive matters in this Conference.
)

The Conference decided to issue the following corimnigué:

"The Conference of.the Eighfeen-Nation Committee on Disarmament today
held its 301lst plenary meeting in the Palais des Nations, Geneva, uncer thé
chairuanship of H.E. Ambassador N. Ecobesco, representative of Romania.

"Statements were made by the representatives of India and Canada.

"The next meeting of the Conference will be held on Tuesday, 6 June 1967,
at 10.30 a.m."

The meeting rose at 10.45 a.m.






