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1. The CHAIRMAN (Ethlopla) I declare open the 398th plenary meeting of the

Conference of the Elghteen-Natlon Commlttee on Dlsarmament

¥

v

2. Mﬁ. CHRISTOV (Bulgaria) (trenslation from French): In speaking for the first
time at thiélsesoion, I should like, ofi behalf of the Bulgarian delegation, to associate
myself with ithe words of welcome addressed here to the newly-appointed representatlves
to this Commhtteo,\and in partlcular Ambassador Smith, head of the United States"
delegation and co-Chairman of our Conference; Ambassador Fraz8o, head of the delegation
of Brazil; Ambassador Ignatieff, head of the delegatlon of Canada, and Ambassador
Klusdk, head&of‘the delegation of Czechoslovakia. I should also like to greet the
representatlve of Sweden, Mrs. Nyr lal, and the representatlve of Mexico, Ambassador
Garcia Robles, on their return to the Conference. My delegatlon is also happy to
address greetlngs to Mr. Protltch, the Special Representative of the Secretary~General,
and to all the members of the Secretarlat :

3. The problems of dlsarmament remain the key problems of our time. 1In the final
analysis, all quests with a view to resolv1ng serious outstandlng questions paSS~through
disarmament.] Even if at times one is tempted to believe that in order to achieve rapid
progress towards disarmament we must first restore confidence and improve the inter-
national cllmate, we_have only to look more closely at the means of achieving that aim
to realize that the restoration of confldence and the 1mprovement of the 1nternatlonal
progress in the field of dlsarmement. Ip this case there is no question of the classic
vicious oircle, but unless progress is achieved in the extensive field of disarmament,
it would be futllo to expect a lasting improvement in confidence and: in the polltlcal
climate on our planet. - ' o

b However justified the crltlclsms levollod at our Committee may be, progress along
the path on yhlch we are often oompelled to mark time and the solution of disarmament
problems do hot depend solely, and most of the time do not -depend at all, on the goodwill
of the negotiators. They depend on g definite political choice, and the result obtained
is, in the f?nal analysis, only the eipression of a resolute political will,

5. In thisiconnexion, and convinced as we are that every manifestation capable of
strengthening confidence can have a favourable effect on: the discussions: in this
Committee, Ijshould like to draw the attention of representatives‘%o é'dooomen%~of

primary importance. I am referring to the appeal addressed to the European States by

1 s -
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'

the Warsaw Pact countries during the Conference held-at Budapest on 17 March, and in .
particular, I Qish to recall the passages which define the policy of peace and relatc,
directly to dishrmamcnt problems. i .
6. After declarlns that the Warsaw Pact countries censlaer it their duty to do
everything in their power to prevent new mllltary confllcts in Burope and to open the
way to more eXtLHQlVb co-operation between all countrles, irrespective of their social
structure, the' States Members of the Warsaw Pact: ! §
" ... confirm their proposals against the d1v151on of the world into. mllltary
blocs, against the armaments race ad the resultantfthredt to the cause of
internatitnal peace and security, and the other measures and proposals con—
tained in thc Declaration on the Strengthening éf ?eace and Secqrity.in
Europe aeopted at Bucharest in 1966".and :
LN make a solemn appeal to all.European countrles to strengthen the
climate of confidence, and to that end to refraln from any action liable to
poison the atmosphere in relations between States. They call upon them to
go beyond general statements about peace to concrete acts and measures for
the relaxation of tension and dlsarmament for the aevelopment of co—operatlon
the peace betwcen the pcoples. ,
7. However arduocus the task beiorc us may be, we welcome each resumption of the”
Committee's work in the hope that the disarmement nebotlatlons will enter a conclusive
phase in several respecbs and that our efforts will lead to the concrete results which
the world expscts from the Committec's work. i
8., It is 1n that scnse that we 1nttrpret the state # mts mude d during previous nectiﬁgs
by several rb?rLanbqtiVbS who wery rlghtly btrbaSOG the sp901al importance of thls
session of the Eightcen-Nation Conference on Dlsarmument '
9. Of course, the c1fflcu1t1ts of every kind whlch the Commlttee has had to face
throughout its seven yoars of ex1stence have tuuaht us to tcmper our optimism. But we
have also learned that we have no rlght to despalr,%that pesslmlsm serves no purpose
and that a great deal of patience is requlrei ' .
10, The international reality, which is characterlzed by the armc race and its manifold
implications, political, economic, social and nsychologlcal makes the need to find

adequate solutions to dlsarmament problcms still more imperative, if that were possible.
\ : .

1/ The appeal by the States members of the Warsawaabt was later reproduced in
document ENDC/243. iy

|
‘9
|
b
1



. decisions,

: para 4)

.: ‘be explored

" nuclear disarmament, have been on the agenda for a: long tine.

LN N B ~

- . -

(Mr. Christov, Bulgaria)

B N . "
.The majority jand the most important of those problems, including those relating to

_ discussions they ‘have been examined and stuoicd in all their aspects. At the same

time, attempts have been made to zxplore the pos31bilitios of reaching the requlred

11. But,.desplte all this work of study, nvestigation and exploration carried out

v

during prev1ous seﬂsions, we arc, it seems, far from being ablé to consider that

: evcrythlng has been salo and done in this connexion and that no more areas remain to

R

- e

.12, The international political s1tuatlon, in which disarmament problems have thelr
: place, is constantly. changing; some of those problems are today seen 1n a new lignt

. Moreover, the! great scientific and technological revolution is proceeding with giant,

strides and its progress -~ which is unfortunatcly dominated to a great extent by thc

arms race - far outstrips the oossibllities of enalysis and polltlcal deClslon, whlch

does ‘not facilitatc the work of a Committee such as ours

13. In ‘his message to the Committoo the Secretary—General U Thant refers to this,

state of affalrs when he sajs: "The Conmitteo is certainly aware ‘that its task is

becoming incréasingly urgent in view of new dovelopmﬁnts in ,the arms race."

.

\ N

14.. In the opinion of the'Bulgari an dcl gatlon, we must me nke the necessary effort to’

highlight thege ncw fuCtS, both those which ralsc new dlfficulties and, above all, those

-whlch are likely to further our work

Y

’O

‘15. Tho message of the Secrctary—Gcneral of thc United Nations, U Thant, the messave

aodressed to the Committee by the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Sov1et

Unlon, Mr Kosygiq

NDC/238 , “and the letter from the President of the\United States,

Mr Nixon (ENDC/239* )y ‘which was comrunicated to our Conferénce by the representative

In thé course of detailed:

ENDC[V.’V. 395,

of . the United States, are encouraging factors for all members of the Committee.' Theyx )

exoress'the confidence - reiterated in the resolutions of the General Assembly - which

the nations and- governmcnts continue to show in the Committee.

1

' .t

' l6.5 An 1mportant factor in this connoxion is undoubtedly the Treaty on the Non—
- Proliferation f Nuclcar Ve apons ENDC/226*), in. the donclusion of which the Eiehteen-

Nation Committte played a very important.role. *Ve are all awarc of the vicissitudes of

.+ the negotiations, and of “the criticismS‘and reservations that were made. It could not

Ty N e 3 R . . ! 3 ‘ . . - -+ -A.A
have been othcrwise, since that international agreéement was the first of its‘kind and

) ¢

Pe



ENDC/PV. 398
7

] 1 4

Ll T

s : (Mr. Christov, Bulgaria)

i

closely affected the11nterests of 21l nations, small and large, nuclear and non—nuclear.
That is -why the fact that almost ninety countries hdve already signed the Treaty, and.
that a number of others have ratified 1t or are preparlng to do so, is of great .
significance. ' Thls proves that the Non—Prollferutlon Treaty is capable not only of
eliminating the 3“sslb111ty‘of a further Llssem1nqt10n of nuclcar weapons, but also of '
openlng the way to new measures aimed at ending the nucl ar arms race, and that it is
already beginning to nlay a specific role as-an 1nternntlonal ‘instrfument which con-
stitutes. an ‘example 1n a field of vitsl interest to all Ue0ples. -We agree, once again,
with the renresentutrve of . Sweden, Mrs., Myrdal, when she said: "Even before it is
legally enforceable, thls Treaty is evidently beglnmnb to serve many States as a norm

for thelr behaviour." (ENDG/®V,397. para.93). However, while emphasizing this influence

of the Treaty, we connot ignore certain disquieting facts. .

17. First of all, there is the fact that a dumber of}States, including States which,
because of'tneir.inCustrial potentief, eould-manufactnre nuclear weapons, have not yet
signcd the Treaty. horcover, certain circles and 1n11uent1al statesmen continue to
subgect the Trecty o fierce-attacks.

18, It is quite obvious- that a- negative attltude of that kind could delay the entry

into forcec of the Trecaty und the.whole sequence of mcasures - some of them in process:

of preparation - which are de51zned to put a brake: on the nuclear arms race. That would
delay the elaboration of the control system and the'conelus1on of agreements with the
International étomic Energy'Agoncy. Any delay,would,also have negntiVe effects on co-
operation in the peaceful use of athic‘energy and could prejudice the interests.of many
countries. It woulc postpone the assistapce which the nuclear-Powers .should give to
non-nuclear countries under explicit provisicns of thé Treaty. .

19. Representing a country whlch was among the flret 31gnator1cs of the Treaty and which
is preparing to ratify it,swe.associate ourselves with thc appeals made by other. dele-
gations that the‘non~prollferat+on Treaty should come’ into force as soon as possible.

20, As regarde the course which we should follow in eur discussions,.we consider that
our task is made easicr this time by tht useful work done during the last session of the
Committee. The agenda ddeided upon. in August last (ENDC/236, p.3) was approved by the
'General Assembly Similarly, wc are helpe by the pregentatlon of ‘the Memorandum of

the Sov1et Govcrnment JDC/227 mhat Memorandum was subn1ttcd to the General Assembly
at 1ts twenty—thlrd QVUSLon &nd reconmendcd by it to thp Commitiee with a view to taking
into consideration Dhu urrcnt meagures relatlng to the cessntlon of the arms race and -to

s disarmament proposcd by the Soviet Unlon.
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21." Moreover, We cannotargnore the fact that a number of problems have become very

PRI S .. R

urgent matter _and have been put, so to\speak, on the agenda of publlc oplnlon wh1ch,¢ :

) belngdgrlpped by grow1ng concern, is . lllng for thelr solutlon through approprlate j_f

agreements Speedlly concluded C ﬂ"\"“.‘ ’ n,", S .o ’
. , .

22, 'In our opwnlon, one of the' flrst urgent measures. 1* the prohlbltlon of the use _3 N

- of nuclear we pons. The d1seuss1on df thls problem in our Gommlttee and:the Flrst Coel

Gommltteeoof the Unlted Natlons General Assembly over many years has shown the ::"",x
polltleal and psychologleal 1mportance that a solutlon 1nvolv1ng the eonclus1on of N SRS

an 1nternatlongl conventlon could have- for, the relaxatlon of tens1on and for further

} e B S A Lo Lo . )
progress in, dlsarmament ;" : . ﬁY' xf. ;;‘~-';.< T a o) : Y
” . ol )

~i;

have on. the negotlatlons on general dlsarmament and . ‘on, the,solutlon of nuclear dls— «ﬁiif,

'

23. There 1sﬂho need to. strcss the favourable effect whlch.sucn a dec1s1on’would

i
Jay

armament problems in partlcular. We belleve that the Commlttee wlll glve thls nr~ o
questlon the attentlon it deserves and at~th1s stage, we do not 1ntend to 80 1nto- . 1‘ "
detalls. But»? should 1ike to recall that the maln argument put forward 1n past BT

d1scuss1ons agalnst the solutlon advocated was that the prohlbltlon of the use of-: n

( .
nuclear weaponb would not remove the nuclear threat wnlch would,contlnue to ex1st o

‘ as long as, nuclear woapons exist. In thls connex1on I shall conflno myself to remarklng
that the same brgument could be used 1n many other‘cases, for example, when the cessatlon

P

\of undergrounditests~1°~called for. Yet no one thlnks of renounclng such a- measure.

On the contrary, almost all delcgatlons lay partlcular stress on the need, to. solve, 1n s
the shortest poss1ble t1me, the problem of the complete cessatlon/of nuclear—weapon ;<~ fﬁ -
tests, 1nclud1ng those carrled out underground . j,\ Lo J‘T“» IR A ‘Y T

. LAY
£

-24. .The Bulgarlan delegatlon, llke the great magorlty of delegatlons, has*always

.

advocated the conclus1on of an agreement to that effect There is’ no doubt that ‘an- _' .
1nternat10nal agreement proh1b1t1ng~underground nuclear\ eapon tests would be a magor '

step towards the llmltatlon of ‘the arms race and would fa0111tate furtner measures for

nuclear dlsarmament ;j_‘i'j ‘ o ‘,v,‘f *-1’fnc < R R s ,~,‘~‘ oAy

.”25.2 The' dlscu%s1ons whlch havo taken,place ‘on that subJect here and in the - "-\,' e

Unlted Nationsg have shed abundant llght on the problem and havc shown not only the -

urgent need to*solve 1t but also the poss1b111t1es available for dorng SO.V s :" kS

s .
. ]

26, Thesprogress of sc1ence in, the f1eld of selsmlc detectlon and in the 1dent1flcatlon -

of underground'explos1ons conflrms that 1t is’ poss1ble to overcomc the dlfflculty of - _' -

verlflcatlon by hav1ng recourse to natlonal means of deteet10n.~§" " ' Lo

M . * e A N
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27.' The threat of nﬁclear war hanging over the world to%day must not maoke us forget
that another danger, equally serious and ho less horrible, lies in wait for mankind.
It is the danger represented by chemical ‘and bacterlologlcal weapons. Despite the
secrecy surroundlng all activities in thls fleld, everyone knows that attempts are
being made. to teke qdvantage of the progress of 501ence ~ once again - to manufacture
ever more deadly chemlcal and bacterlologlcol weapons. If certain reports in the
Prcss are to be bellcved, there alrcady exist stocks of gases for military use capable
of annihilating the population of the world several times over.

28. The position of the Bulgarian delegatlon in this regard is well known: chemical
and bacteriological arms must be excluded from military arscnals by virtue of tﬂe
international instrument known as the Gencva Protocolfof 1925, the validity of which
has been confirmed by the United Nations. L

29. We await wlth the greatest interest the report that is being prepared by a group
of experts in accordence with General Assembly resolutlon 24544 (XXIIL)(ENDC/237), and
we are convinced that that report will enable the Committee to reaffirm the value. of
the Geneva Protocol of 1925 for the prohibition of chemical and bacteriological
weapons and to strengthen it by the accessioﬁ to it Br those countries which have

not yet done so. f ‘
30. A problem to which our Commlttee has alrecady ass1gned an important place is that
of the prohibition of the use for mllltary purposes of the sea-bed and the ocean floor.
This is a questlon whlch for understandablc reasons, has come to the forefront of
current problems. As was shovm by the discussion 1n thc Ad Hoc Committee, of which my
country is a member, and by resolutlons of the last se951on of the General Assembly,
the 1nterest which all countrics have in thls problem has several aspects. But there
is onc which dominates all others. It is the urgent nced to rcach an agreement on

the demilitarization of thosc areas, which cover 70 perfcent of the surface of .the
globe, This is an absolutely;essential condition. for the use for peaceful purposes

of this environment, which holds.great promise for all mankind and for international
co-operation in this ficld. ‘ ,

3l. Hence, before it is too late, we must start work on the preparation of an inter-
national agreement to prohibit the militarizétionrofithe sea-bed and the ocean floor.
The aim to be achieved is clear. We must demilitarize, under the terms of such an
agreement, the largest possible part of the sea-bed and: the ocean floor, excluding as

narrow a coastal area as possible. o
i
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32, We:express in.that .conncxion our satisfaction at the submission, by the delegation

of the Soviet {Unior, of a draft treaty on the prohibition of the use for military
purposes- of the sea~bed and the:ocean floor, and the sub-soil thereof (ENDC/240).

In the opinioé‘of~my'delegation, that draft approaches the problem in a clear,
practical and lcffective menner and proposcs a solution capable of meeting the
particilar- interests of all.countrics as well as the gencral intercsts of the inter-
national community. '

33, :Thostc are only some of the problems which appear en our agenda, and the discussion
of vhich has bLen‘rncommended by the Generwl'Assembly. We thought it necessary -to
highlight them in view of their scopc and present- ddy interest. Howcver, in doing
s0, we in no wey wished to minimize the importance of other questions such a s tho
elimination offforcign bascs, the cstablishment of nuclear-free zones - of ‘the
51gn1flcanc° of which we were reminded by tqo representative of Mexico - and others.
34, “We are conv1ﬂced that those questions w1ll also be raised and discussed in due
course,” and ifjwe hove suggested an order of ‘priority in regard to probloms such As the
prohlbltlon of!the LSO of nuclear wea ponu, the cessation of underground nuclear

weapon tests, tho prohlbltlon of chemical and biological weapons and the demilitari-
zation of the sea~bed and the ocean floor, we have done so becouse we believe that the
solution of those problems cannot and must not be dolnyed any longer; and’ also because
they are probl?ms which absolutely must be solved in order to opcn the way to other- ".‘
disarmament medsures and to make progress towards what remains the objective set

before our Committec nqmoly, goneral and completo disarmoment. |

n

The Conferencc decided to issue the following cormunigué:

“The?Gonferonce of- the Eighteon-Nation Committec on Disarmament todoy
held its 398th plenary mecting in the Palais des Nations, Génceva, under the
chairmanship of Mr. Lfowork Zclleko, Representative of Ethiopic.

"A gtatement was made by the representative -of Bulgaria.

"The ?ext meeting of the Conference will be held on Tuesday,

1 April 1969, at 10.30 a.m.!

The meeting rose at 11 a.m

e



