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I declare open the 398th plenary meeting_of th~· 
. -

Conference ~f the Eighteen-Nat~on Committee on Disarmament. 
i 

2. Mr\ CHRISTOV (Bulgaria) (trenslation from French): In speaking for the first 

time at tr~~ session, I should like, on behalf of the Bulgarian delegation, to associate 
l 

myself with (the words of welcome addressed here to the newly-appointed representa ti v·es 

to this Co~ttee,, and in ~~rticular ~bassador Smith, head of the United S~a~es .. -I . , . 
delegation and co-Chairman of our Conference; Ambassador Frazao, head of the delegation 

I . 
of Brazil;. Ambassador Ignatieff, head of the delegation of Canada; and Ambassador 

I . 
Klusak,. head.; of. the delegation of Czechoslovakia. I should also like. to greet t~e 

i 
representatiye of Sweden, Mrs. Myrual, and the representative of Mexico, Amb~~s~dqr 

Garcia Roble~, on their return to the Conference. My 'delegation. is als~ ha~py t;
; 

address gree~ings to Mr. Protitch, the Special Represe~tative of the Secretary-General, 
I , . 

and to all the members of the Secretariat. 
I'. 

J, The problems of disarmament remain the key problems o~: .~u.!.. ~~~~-.~---.... ~?-. ~~~ E~:;r:~_l I . -· . . 
analysis, all quests with a view to resolving serious outstanding questions pa.ss-tbrough 

j . 

disarmament., Evc:m if at' time's one is tempted to believe that in order to achieve rapid , 

progress towards disarmament we must first restore confidence and improve the inter-
' . 

national cli~te, we_ have only t~ look·more ~losely at the means of achieving that aim 

to realize that the restoration of confidence . . 

climate depehd primarily on one prerequi.si te, 
i . . 

and the improvement of the international 

which is precisely tne achiev~ment'of 
I? this case there is no question of the classic progress_ in the field of di~armament. 

vicious circ~e; but unless progress {s achievec in the extensive field of disarmament, 
! . 

it would be futile to expect 
I 

climate o~ o~r planet. 

4. Howe~erjjustified the criticisms levelled at our Committee may be, progress along 

the path on which 'HG n.re often compelled to mark time and the solution of disarmament . . . 
problems do hot depend solely, and.mo~t of the time do not~depend at all, on the ~oodwill I . _ ..... -· """··-- . .. . ... . . . ... 
of the negotfators. They depend qn ~ definite political choice, and the result obtained 

is, in the f}nal an~lysis,. o~y ~h~ expression of a resolute political will. 

5. In this!connexion, and convinced as we are that every manifestation capable of 
J . 

strengthenin~ confidence c~n have a f~;tvourable effect ·6n.,·.the ·.dis:Pussions· iri this 
i ·, ·-

Committee, If should like to draw the attention of representatives·to ~ 'docUffient·of 

primary importance. I am referring to the appeal addressed to the European States by 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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the Harsaw Pact countries during tho Conf0rence hGld,~t Budapest on 17 March, and in·. 
' particular, I wish to recall th~ passages which define tha policy of peace and relatu 

directly to disb.rnancnt probl'er:1s. 

6. After declaring .that the ~hrso.w Pact countries considL-r it their duty to do 
I , 

everything in th~ir power to prevent new military conflicts in Europe and to open the 
. , I 

way to more extensive co-operation between all countr~es, irrespective of their social 
I - . • "I ; 

structure, the' States Members of the Warsaw Pact: ' -
! . ! 

7. 

11 ••• 'confirm their proposals against the division: of the world into. military 
I . 

I ·~ 
blocs, against the armaments race nd the resultant-threat to the cause of 

international peace anc security, and tho other 'measures and proposals con

tained in tho Declaration on the Strengthening of Peace and Sec~rity in 
I ' ... 

Eu:!;'ope adopted at Bucharest in 196{>11 -and 

• I 

n ·~~ maJe a solemn appeal to all European countri~s to ~trengthen the 
i . 

climate of confidence, and to that end to refra~n from any action liable to 

poison the atmosphere in relations between States. They call upon them to 

go beyond general stnteme!l.ts about pea~e to con~r_e_t·e acts and measures for 

the relaxation of tension and disarmament, for the development of co-operation 
1 1 I · . 

the peace bet-vroen the peoples. n::!:l · 
I 
I ! ' 

Howevt:r arduo'tu.l thE! task before us may be~· we welcome each resu.TJlption of the .. 

Committee 1s w~rk in the: hope th~t the disar!ilZ.ment ne~otiations will enter a conclusive 
' ' 

phase in several rospocts c.nd that our efforts will lead to the concrete results which 
J 

the -v10rld expucts from the Cor:mrl ttGo r s work. 

8. It is 

by several 

session of 

I ' 

in th~G sunse that wu interpret the statements n~de during previous meetinGs 
1 • I , 

repruscntativcs wbo very rightly stressed. the special importance of this 
' f . ' 

the Eir:::hto.:::n-Nation 'conference mi Disarmament. 
I 

9. Of course, the difficulties of ·avery kind. which the Committee has had to face 

throughout its sevon yo~rs of existence: have ta~ght ~s:t~ temper our optimism. But we 
~ t I , 

have also learned tho. t w0 have n~ right to ~.espair, :that pes~imisJ;Il serves no purpose 
, " . I 

and that a great ueal of patience is required. 
. . 

10. The international reality, which is characteri~edJby the arms race and its manifold 

implications, political, economic, social and psychological, makes tho need to find 
. I 

adequate solutions to disarmament problems still more imperative, if that were possible. 
• • ' j 

The appeal by the States members of the 'Harsaw :Pact -vms b.ter reproduced in 
document ENDC/243. ! , 

I' 
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't ·, . ''-'· ·t 
. I 
, I ·. (Hr. Christov, Bulgaria) 

• 
. ~ho ~j~~it;·land ·~hu moot importan~ of those problems, including those relating to 

· nuclear disa:vmament, have b~en on th? agenda for a· long time. In the course of c.etailed· 

. discussions Jhey :have been ex~ne& and studied in all.their aspects. At the same 

time, .attempJs have been made to explore the possibilities of reaching the required 
\ 

' I 

.... 

, de~i~ions ~ . I , .. ' 
11. ,·But,: desrite all this work of study, investig.c::.ti01~ and exploration curried out, 

during previ?fs s~ssions; vre ar0, it sEJems, far fi·om .being able to consider tha~ ·. 

, everything has been ~;aic~ and. done in this connexion and that no more areas :remain to 

. ' ~.'b~, exP.~ore_d. F . . . . 
. 12. The international political situation, in which disarmament problems have their 

place, is con~tantly. changing; som8 of th~se problems are today seen i~ a new light • 

. ·r·1or_eover, thel great scientific and tE:chnological revol~tion is proceeding with giant .. 

strides and ifs progress - which is unfortunntu~y dominated to a. great ~xtent by the 

a~ms race - ffr outstrips the vos~ibilities qf analysis an~ political decision~ ~hich 

does ·not faciilitato tho 1·JOrk of a Committee such as ours. 

13 .' In· h'is mLssago t.o the Commi ttoe, th~ 'Secrotnry-Genei-al, U +'hant,, refers to this, .. , . . . I . . . 
state of !3-ffa~rs 1-1hon he says: "The Com:ni tt~~ is certainly aware that its task ~~ 

,_: .. ' . i . . 
becom~ng ~ncreas~n"ly urg<:mt ~n view of new ·developments in .the arms race." (ENDC/PV. 395, 
~.,..:).). I ~... . . I. .• 

14. In the opinion of ·Ghe· Bulgarian delegation, we must make the necessary effort to 

highlic;ht: the!e now facts, both those which raise naw difficulties .and, aqove all, those 

·whi~h are likjly to further our work.· . ' / t 
··15. The massage of thE? Secretary-General of 'tho Unite~..J. Nations, U Thant, the messaee 

. . . l ' 
addressed· to_ the Co!UI!li ttee by tho Chairman o.f the Council of Ministers of the Soviet 

U~~o~:, l1r :· I(oJygi~ (ENDC/238); .~ncl the letter from the President of the -.uni t.ed States, 
. t . . ' . . . 

Hr; Nixon (ENDC/239*) ,' 1-.rhich was comnunicated to. our Conference by the representative 

of ~he Uni ted'lsta t~s, are encouraging factors fo~ all members of the Committee •. · :rhey' · 

e~pres~'the c~nf~~enco ~ reiteratpd in the resolu~fons of thG General Assemb~y which 

, th~ nations. and· governments continue to show in the Committee. . ' - . 1 , 
16.- An important factor in this. eonnoxion is undoubtedly the Tre~ty on the Non-

. . l '· ' 
• .. Pro;Li~er~ti~n rf ~ucloar vJGapmis (ENDC/22b*), in the conclusion of w~ch ~he Eighteen-

·' Nati_on Comrnittre played a very imp::>rt:mt,role. ··He are all aware of thu vi~issitucles .of 

· the negotiations, .1nd of',the cr~ticisns and reservations that were made·. It could not 

.. ·k ve beGn oth·· ~wis- since .tho. t into rna tionc.l 'aErE:iement was the first of its· kind anc1. • :·, ul , \.J' 
,. ' . . 

' ' .. ' . t 
r 

,. ·. 
... : .... ~. . . 
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closely affect_bd the,interests of nll"nations,· small and lar.ge-, nu<;:lear and non-nuclear. 

Th~t is .w~y th~ f;ct th~~ almost ninety countries hav~ J1reaC.y signed the ,Tr~aty; anc: 

that a ·number of others have ratified it or ar·e ·prupariri.g to c!.o so·, is of great . 

sig~ficance. Tlils proves that the Non-Proliferation 
I 

1 

~reaty is capable not only of 

eliminating the possibility of a further dissenination of nuclear weapons, but also·of 
' I 

opening the way to nevr mc.asures ai!~cd at ending the nuclear arms race,. and that it is 
• • r t ~ 

already beginning to ?lay·a .specific role as·an interpation~l instrument which con-

stitutes. an ·ex~plG in a field of vital.interest to 'ail· :peoples. · ·We agr,He, onQe n'gain, 

with the reprcseata ti v:e . of . SHed en' Nr s. Hyr;;.1al' vi hen she S'[.ic'.: "Even before it is 
I 

legally enforceable, this Treaty is evident~y beginni!J.g ;to serve many State's as a norm 

for their: behavi0ur. 11 (ENDC/:?V.39?. para.93). Howevbr, while emphasizing this influence 

of the. Treaty, HO co.nnot ignor.e cm::ta±n disquieting facts. 

17. First of all, thorv is the fact th::tt a riurabor of'·states, includine States which, , 

because of· their.im~ustrial pot.enti.:=tl, .could·manuf.act~re nuclear weap:ms, have not yet 

signed the Tre~ty. 1-~~n·oover, certain circles and in.flue~tial statesmen c.ontinue to. 

subject· the TrGc.ty to fiorce'·.attacks. 

18. · It is quite obvious-that a·n~gat;ive atti.tude of that ·kind could .delay the entry 

into force of thG 'froaty and thu. 1..rhole 13equ,ence of mo~sures. -· some of them in process· . 
of prep.aration - which o..re designed to put a brake· on: the nuclear arms race. That would 

delay the elaborc.tion of the control system and thG·con~lusicm-of agr0ements -with the 

Interllfltional ~tomic $1-:tGr~;>"Y Agoncy. Any delay .would.a~so have nog~1.tive effects on co

operation ln the peaceful use of a(omic .energy and colilld prejudice the· interests. of many 

countries. It w:mlc: postpone the assi~tapce vJhich the nuclee:r · Po-vrers .should give to 

non-nuclear countries under. explicit provisicns of th~ 'rrea ty. . 
. . , I· . · . l . 

19. Representing~ coun~ry.which.we:s among the first.signatories of the Treaty and which 
: . 

is preparing to ratify it,,we .. aS:s0ciate oursalves with tho·appenls made by other.dele-
• • ' • • '• • ' ' l 

... t. f ~ • 

gations that the non-prolif~rat~on'Treaty should come~into force as soon as possible. 

20. As regards the course which we should follow in our discussions,.we consider that 
• • I 

our task is made e~sicr this time by, th~ useful work 0one during the last.session of the . . . " ' . 
Committee. The agqnda decided upon. in August last (~NDC/236, p.3) was up~rove9 by thO 

General Assembly. Stmilnrly, .wo 

t~e Soviet Oov~rl~ent (ENDC/227). 

a:r:_e h~lped by the op~os'entntion of the '}1emoranc1um of .. 

That 14~mz)ranc'.um W/?.S '~mbnli tted to tho Genera~ Asf?enl)ly 

at its twenty-thirc~ svssion £:.nc1 .rocomaended by it to thd Co:r.JJnittoe with a vi&w to taking - .' - . . ~ .. : . . . : ~ . 

into considel';'C.tion the; 'urg~l?-t .r.n~a~u~es relating to. th~ cessc.tion of tho nrms race .:mc1,-to 

disarmament proposou by the Soviet Union. 
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'~~~e~fi:::fr6~t;:t ~~~:~!:t :~:if::;:~:;; /a:U:::":~!n::o:!::b:::" a;:~: • :~~h: -~ ··. · · 
\, ·.. ! , , . ' ' . ... . . . 1 • ,· • < •• • ' ~ ,! .. ' .. • • • • ••• ! . . . ~ . 

being 'g:dpp,ed·~by' growing C'Oncern, is _calling' fbr'their- solution t:hrough'·'app:ropriate:.· :· .... ' .. 
- ..J. , • • • • J ' .·- ._ ~ . • , , ; • " I "' • • • . . . . . ' . ,.,• - . J • ...". • 

· -~greemen~s -sps.edily concluded. · · · · · · ,. · , . _ 

22. 'In -~1.1r opkni~n, one -~f .. tl:).e' first· u~gent me~~u:re~. is·; the. p:roh:j.bi ~ion of' the use 
< ~ t }. 0 

< ~ ' : O O • ' ~ ( 1" .. ,... O .. I. ~· l:o ' ,"" ', < O -

·. of nuclear·:weapons. ·The dd.scussion o'f this problem in our Committee and· .. the:Fir.st 
~. -:,.l· ~· '(4 '•-· ' ~.--:.I • ,~ ,.·'','\ • > ,: ~\ "', -..·. ~·· ,: • ~ 

. '. Committee• of. th~ .United Nai{iQns. G.eneral Assembly over many years 'has ·s:qoWJ;J.·· the 

polftical:::k~'-t:;;
1

ycli~io~i~·.cii_ {i~ort~~e t~~t: 4 solution. in;oiving. t~e, \:!b~clu~ibn ·of ·· 
-~ ·.; _."' . I : ,, -~·-. < ... • .• ..:" .. ~. •• ~... ~i. ~- .• _P ,:~ "• •••• 

:. an inierrtational ·convehtio'n could'have· .. :f:'or .. the relcixation o·f'. tens.ion and for:· fur'ther 
.- .. ..J • ~ • • l' .. . ..... ' . ' .. ,\ ~. ·, ' . ~. . . . ., . ."... ' .. ~ ....... ' . ~. . . '. . . * 

'progresE;:'in.·,disarmament. i·' • ... ·.' ···,· ... .' .. · ·\.· ;·~ 
, , • ,J '{, _,.. { ~: • .... • • • • ,!' I . . I J. I : ' • .. ~ • " - ". ~ • . . 

·'· . 
:• ... , , .. 

. '•. 

., . 

· .. '" · .. · 
23. ·There .. ·is no neeci'to. stress the favourab-le.· effect i-rhich·.such it decisiorr would . f -:· . 

0 

- • • ' 0 .... , '( , • I',' ' ·~ ... o< \ • .-A.. • .. > : ~ '" ' • • < " • r '\o .,t~ ~' : • ' ~ • ·~ ~ ~ J ~ ' • " \ •o' • I 

have· on, the n_egotiations on general, dis'arma.Il).ent and •oJl. the 1 solution· o.f nuclear dis- · · 
, -..

1
- •• r"" ~.} ~ . • • , " • , ... , r .... - . 1 ,. , •• _ • ': •• ... ; .. • , , ... _. • : 

. · amame'nt problems. in particular). · 1tJe believe.' that the dominittee .. w:ill' give·_ this· ... -
~ -. .:. '":. J . ~:·~ .. ', / .. · .. ' "'., .. _ .. \ ... "·' . ..:..'... •' 4' ••• ~~. ·;· -·" 

·quest:J_on. the' aj,.t~mti<?n it· deserves and, at~ this stage;. we do npt. in~end ~0 go into;. . . 
' , ,. , ~ •:, ... ',.. ' \• ~, I . • \ • • • • -.' ,. • w 

0 
I /' • ,_ • • • ..;;, ... ' 

0 
-t.. "~: ~, '• / ~ .. " ,, \ 1: ' "l "I ' 

det~~~<.: ._B~_t:{ ,sh~)U~d like ~t~ r~cal~: ~b,.at ,:t~e ~~~Jl· .. ar~ume~t. pU.t. ~-o.r;-rru::a fri. p~s~:: ·. _. .. , : 
discuss.:i:pns againsi;. the-solution-advocated vras;that. .th€fprohibitionof'the use of<.·.·. 

0 < 0 0 i ,' :•, :· I .. ,. ; ' : < 0 : > 0 J.:. ~-~ " 0 > < • ·~.. ' • ' ,• 2 l >I;,. < < A • 0 ' { 0 0 { 

nuclear "·weapons \.JOuld'no.t•'rerriove the nuclear 'threat,. whicl:r would· continue to 'exist · · . · ... , • •, \ 1 ; ." • " . \ ·.,• ' ' • • ," t • ·.,. • • .- • ,: • • .. '\' • , " • .- • • I.,_. f. : 

· :- as long. as. nup~,eilr vreapq·Jls eXist. Iri t)?.is connexion ·I. ~J:i~ . con;E'i:rio: myself ·t;.o reina:rking : .. , 
..... ~,-,. ........ ··,J "',· ~\ · .. \<·, .• _·,.' ~.· .. ~ ·~· ,'' · .. ' ... 

that.: ~l}e· .s$1~·: .~rgume~t .. c·o~d; be us~d ~n .p1.my. othe;r' 9a~es; :f.or: ex~ple; wh\'}n ~~~ . cess.9-tio:r1:~ 
' ' ' ' " . ' . . . . . .. . .. . . ' . " ... 

. 'o'f~~~ergr~uncij ~e's.ts :;s· ,c~?-o~:for •. · ~~t- no .. o.ne ~hinks: 9f. renouncing. su_ch a.~easure:. . 
On·th~ contrary·, alm9st all· d~lega:t~ons lay part~cular· str53ss on th~ need. to .solv.e, ~n: 

.. - 1 ; ,.,~ • > i- • • < 4 f •I • ' < ' j. ' ,_ ._, ; ' .. I • ~ • • • '- "; ' ~ I • • • ,• ~ ,I • I' 

. the _short~st possib1e time:; the problert). 9f' .the complete ces·sation·,of:nl:lclear:..-weaporl; .. 
:t -,. ~ " \ '~ • • !' • ' I t • I 4 I' • ' * '-.. \ ' • • ;_' • • • • • • • •~ ' ' 'lo \1 ~ ~ '• f • 

tests; including those carried out underground •.. '. :. · . .,, " .. "·.,'' ' ' 
~ < ~ I 

0 

: • • •,. '. • • .. ' - ',; _! '0, • ' • • I< • • !, 
0 

• •, ~ • • 1 ' : " •• ;: ~ ' , 
0 

• ~ • I , 

· 24· .• The Bulgarian delegation, like the groo:b··majority of delegations, has· alway? . 
t. ~, I. • ' j .. , .... ' . .. . . . \ . ' . 
.. • ' • \ -,. / • ' ' ' • ' { I 

advb?ated tfi~. poncl?sion ·of: ~n agre_C?.~er:~ to __ that .. _e;ffe6t.".:~her~ is_·~~ dou~:t _that:~an: . 

· in:t~rriatidnaJ: .Mree~ent proh,ibiting··~dG·rg~qund·nu~ie~ 'WG?-P,ori'-.t~sts .wo.uld .b~.;~ maj~r-· . . ' l . . ... ' . ' ,. . . " . . . ' ' - . . ' 
'st~p· towardf{t~e· limitat~oh· of .the arms ra:¢e· a£d ·\.ioy.ld:·faqili~ate' fu;ther. ~easures i'or 

,. . . " ' : • I t " • • ' ~- • • • ' I •. • ' .,. ~ ' • "' 1,. • r ~ • ,':. f ' : I •,, • ,• 

nuclear d~sarmament~. : ,• ,, ' ': ... ' •' - ... ··.. ··.- ,,. . . '. r,' . .. . ., . 

'•25. :,-·The,-disc~~si~n.~· w:~;~~- ~a~8 taken ,pl~ce:on th~t'· ~ubject,. b,e~·e: ~J in _th~ . .. :· · ~ · : · · t 
~."-! .. •', .. ~,/•·:.~ I • .. ,,·_. 

1

.,';' ·-~ ••-.-· .. ,,• _..'., ., ••/ '~ 1
._,''' 1 '•' "~ ... 

. United Nations~ have shE;!d abundant light on the.-proolem and have .. sho'-tm riot .only. the ·· 

~&~~,~·-.n~·ed t~} ~~iv~. ~-t :~u~ ·. ~lso th~ p~s~i?~~~~ies·:· ~~ai~.a~~~ f~~: 1~~~~ ·~~-~-- . ·.. . : .:· 
. 26, .. The. pr~gr:~:;;s of sc~enc·e in, the· .f~eld of. $eismic: aetection, and in the' identif'ication .. 

of ~der~r~~d;f e;g;l~si~ns·:~:9~irms. that.'i~· i;.··p,6sslbie t~ · ove;~om~,.the dif'f'~~ulty of . · .. -~ · ;\·' 
• - .. l • ' .I, ·:..·... .. ·t· ~ . . .... ·... . ~ ', . . ' . ' . ' ~ ' # "' ~I. • .. • ~ !J 

verifiQation. by·having recoin·se to national means' of 'detection •• .;... ' .. . . 
.· .-; .. ·· .. · ~t··~:'; ,·,.: .. <·-,·.·. ·,' '::··-·~· . ..,.:.~:-. _;.. .·: ... , ·. 

• I : • -,. • ' •. ' i' ',, o • ' . ·' ' ' • ' . ' ' ' ' \•' '• • 
'> • '" ....... •, • I I ~ • •, 

•'' .,.k.: .: , • •.., • I •: 1, i' .. ": • ' 1 ',.1' - ' ......... 

~~, • /. lo.. • ,. .. : ~ l ... -~\; :.~· .... ~-~ . . "·. ;, ··: 'l 

,',"'< .... ·' ~~ .. ·'~ •' •' • I• ~· j, • '• !("' ._~:;·,.: 
-I 

' t,. - .·.' t 



ENDC/PV .398 . 
9 

_. 

(Mr. Christov, Bulgaria) 

27. The threat of nuclear wo.r hanging over the world to-;-dey must not make us rorget 

that another .danger, equally serious and no less horrible, lies in wait for mankind. . . 

It is the danger represented by chemical'~d bacteriological weapons. Despit~ the 
. ' 

secrecy surrounding all activities in this field, everyone knows that attempts are 

being ... madG. to take adv~tage of .the progress or' scien~e !.. once again - to manufacture . 

ever more deadly chemical and bacteriological weapons~ If certain reports in the 

Pross are to.be believed, there already exist stocks of gases for military use capable 

of annihil~ting the population of the world several times over. 

28. The P?~ition of the Buigarian delegation in this;rogo.rd is well known: chemical 
. . 

and bacteriological arms must be excluded from military arsenals by virtue of the 

international instrument known as the Geneva Protocol'of 1925, the validity of which 

has been confirmed by the United Nations. 

29. We m-1ait with tp.e greatest interest th~ report that is being prepared by a group 

of experts_ in acco~~~ce wi~h ~neral Assembly resolution 2454A (XXIII) (ENDC/237), and. 

we are con~inced that that report wiil enable the Comffiittee to ~eaffirm the value.of 

the Geneva Protocol of 1925 for the prohibition of chemical and pacteriological 

~eapons and to strengthen it by the accession to it of those countries which have 

not yet done so. 

30e A problem to which our Committee has already assigned an'important place is that 
' t • 

of the prohibition of the use for military purposes or the sea-bed and the ocean floor. 

This is a question which, for understandable reasons,: has come to the forefront of 

current problems. , .As \{a~ shovm by the discussion in the Ad Hoc Committee' of which my . ' . 
country is a member, and by resolutions .of .the last ses~ion of the ~e:meral Assembly, 

the interest which all countries have .in this problem has several aspects. But there 

is one which dominc.tos all ~thers. It is the _urgent need to roach .an agreement on 
. ' . 

the demilitarization of those areas, which cover_ 70 per cent of the surface of.the 

globe. This is an absolutely~ess~ntial conditio~.for tho use for. poacef~ purposes 
• ... •• •••• •,!, • • - • . • ••• 

of this environment, which holds.great p~omise for all mankind and for international 

co-operation in this field. . . 

31. Hence, before it is too late, we must start \rork on the preparation of an inter-, ' 

national agreement to prohibit the militarization:· of: 'th~ sea-bed and the ocean floor. 

The aim to be achieved is clear. We must demilitarize, under the terms of such an 
' 

agreement, the largest possible part of tho sea-bod and: the ocean floor,, excluding as 

narrow a coastal area as possible. 
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. I (~h~. Christov, Bulgaria) 

32. 'we·.:expre.Js- iil..~hat .connoxion our satisfaction at the submission, by the delegation 
• • of the SovietlUniori~ o£ ~draft t~eaty on tho prohibition of tho use for military 

purposes-"of t!le sea-bed and the, oceo.n floor, and tho sub-'soil thereof (ENDC/240). 
I 

In the opinio~··of my· delegation, that dr.::tft approc.ches the problem in a cleo.r, 

practical _and rffoctive manner and proposes a solution capable of meeting the 

particular-interests of all·countrios as woll as the general interests of the inter-

t . 1' -1 •t• . na lana communl y. 

33. :Those are~ only some of the problems which o.ppoar on our agenda., Oll.d tho disc·ussiori 

of vThich h~s b~en 'recommended by tho General. Assembly. ~·lo thoug+~t it necessary ·to 

highlighi'·the; in view of their scope ond presont-d~y interest. However, in d~ing 

so, we in no way wi_shed to minimize tho importance of' other questions such as the 

elimination ofl foreign bases, tho establishment of nuclear-free zonGs - of ·.the . · 

significance of vThich we vToro reminded by tho representative of Hexico - and others. 

34; '-He" are c~hvinced that those questions \·dll also bo raised and discussed in due 
~ . .. . . . . . ., 

course,·and if'Jwe have suggestca an order of priority in regard to problems such as the 

prohibition oflthe uso·of nuclear' weapd~s, the cessation of underground nu~le~r 
weapon tests, the ·prohibition of chemical and biological weapons and tho demilitari-

1 . . 
zation of tho· sea..:.bod arrd tho ocean floor, ue ho.ve done so·bccausc HO believe that tho 

solution of thJse problems cannot and must not be dolo.yed any longer; and'also because 
t 

they are problGms Hhich absolutely must be solvod' in order to open the \·TO.Y ~0 ·.other'· . . ) . 
disarmament me~sures and to malco progress to1-1ards whc,t remains tho objective sot 

I , . . .. 
before our Cbillmittoo,·namoly, general and complete disormamont. . . I . . . . ·' . 

. 'f.he Confer.enco decided to issue tho following communique: 
I 

11 ;I!ho lQonferonc~ of· tho Eightoon-Nation CC?mmittee on Disarmament today 

held i:ts 3;98th plenary mooting in tho Palais des Na.tions, Geneva; under tho 
I 

cha~rmanship of Hr. fl.fm.TOrk Zolleke, Ropresento.ti ve of Ethiopic... 
11 .A st

1
atement !vJUS made by the representative ·of Bulgaria:. . 

"The ~ext meeting of tho Conferenc~ will be held on 'fl .. 10sdo.y, 
I 

1 April 1999, at 10.30 a.m." 

The meeting rose at 11 a.m. 

, . 

. I 

l 


