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The CHAil~ (United Arab Republic)(tragsl~tion from French): I declare 

open the two hundred and thirty-sixth plenary meeting of the Eighteen-Nation 

Committee on Disarmame:nt o 

Before opening the debate I have pleasure in 1t1elcoming to this Conference 

His Excell::mcy .Ambassador Arnha Aberra, head of the delegation of Ethiopia, and 

:tvlr. Ijewere, representative 'or Niger~.a. 

!'i:..::__.QAVALLETTI_ (Italy) ( tra..'1slated fror.1 French)~ Before beginning my 

statement, I should like to assciciaf,e myself very sincerely \-lith the condolences that 

nu.P:terous delegations have ex_Pressed to the Indian delegation on the irreparable loss . 
of Mr. Lal Bahadur Shastri,· Prime 1-1inister of India, and of the eminent Indian 

scientist Mr. Homi Bhabha, and also 'to the Nigerian delegation on the death of 

Sir Abubakar Tafawa Bale1.-1a. 

I should also like to ass_oc_i.at_e myself with the welcome extended to Mr. Spinelli, 

Special P~presentative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, and t~ yourself, 
4 • • • • 

Mr.Chairman, as the new Ambassador of the United Arab Republic. 

I should like to ask you, Mr. Chai1~an, to convey our best remembrances to·. 

Ambassador Hassan, who has hitherto represented your countrj in the Committee with 

such great competence and with whom my delegation had established the closest 

collaboration. I am sura that this collaboration 1.-1il:;L ·be continued 1-1ith you, and I 

should like to express my sincerest wishes for the success of your \-lOrk l:Bre. 
# • '. 

I associate myeelf with the s.=ttj.~faction expressed at the return airiong us or'·· 

Mr. Blusztajn, the representative of Poland, and the uresence in·the Committee of 
' • • ..L i 

Ambassador Amha Aberra, the new representative of Ethiopia, who is an old friend and 

to whom I extend my best wishes for the success of his work here in the months to come. 

I should also like to welcome Mr. Ijewere, the new representative of Nigeria • . ... . . 
My delegation notes \-lith genuine satisfaction that no soon~r have the debates 

in the General Assembly been .c?ncluded than the problems of disarmament are taken up 
' at Geneva. Thus agreements c~pable pf end~ng the armaments race and relaxing tension 

are being sought unremittingly, either at United Nations Headquarters or here.· 

At our first mee~ing the in~er~st ta..l{en in the resumption of our ·work; at: this time 

was highlighted by four messages addressed to this Conference. I cannot begin my 

statement without emphasi~ing the value of these communications.· 
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(Mr. Cavalletti,Italy) 

This is the first time that the highest dignitary of the Catholic world, 

pursuing his ipdefatigable activities for peace, has conveyed his encouragement 

to us and has asserted his confidence in our labours. The Itnlian delegation 

welco~es these noble appeals with feelings of sincere gratitude and profound 

respect. It will draw upon them for inspiration in its further action, for it 
\ 

regards this message (ENDC/163) as in complete harmony with its country's aims 

for peace • 

. In transmitting to ·us the resolutions on disarmament adopted by the General 

Assembly of the United Nations, the Secretary-General, u·Thant, sent us through 

his Special Representative, Mr. Spinelli, a message which I am sure we have all 

greatly appreciated (ENDC/PV.235, pp.8 et seq.). 

Lastly, in their important messages the President of the United States, 

Mr. Johnson (ENDC/165) and the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Mr. Wilson 

(ENDC/166) reaffirmed the constructive intentions of their Governments, .thus 

establishing a positive and promising starting-point for our work. 

These me$sages and the statements which were made during our first meeting 

brought out some positive factors concerning the possible course that our work 

might take. 

It seems to me that one important point was established from the outset~ 

as we had hoped~ the disquieting events which are taking place elsewhere will not 

int~rfere with our patient efforts to achieve results here. It is true that the 

statement made by Mr. Tsarapkin last Thursday unfortunately contained some highly 

polemical passages, in which the Soviet representative reiterated completely 

erroneous interpretations of the world situa~ion and levelled some charges, as 

unfounded as they were unfair, against the policy of the United Sta~es and against 

the Federal Republic of Germany. We can only regret this profoundly, while hoping. 

that it was me~ely a digression and that Mr. Tsarapkin will abide by his earlier 

~atements to the effect that our negotiations will be useful and agreement will 

be possible despite the conflict which is in progress. In his statement 

Mr. Tsarapkin said that our struggle here ror peace and disarmament has great 

significance (ENDC/PV.235, p.l7). Those words imbued us with some confidence and 

some hope. 
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:: ............. :.:.:: .. :...· .. .-;.· ... ·-.. -~., .... ',. ... .'..;. 
(Mr. Cavalletti, Italy) 

The United States delegation's position leaves no room for any doubt. It , . 
. was defined once .. again in President Johnson•s·message, in vJhich i:ie say~; ' .. 

; ..._ '• ' • < I :•• . I' • I 

"There are differences' among the mambers of this 'Conference on Viet-Nam, .. 

but· ·these differendes make . our' dommon interest. in p~eventfng nucle~r , ~
spread and c~rbing· the nuclear arms race ·a.J.l th~ more important to 'pursue." 

.. (ENDC/165) •. · . . . 
This :i.mperati ve need to.· pursue .disarmament negotiations in the face of all 

difficulties .has already. been formally confirmed by the debates at the United Nations 
. ' 

and by'·the unanimous votes which ensued. The resolutions .of the ·tw!3iltieth session 

of the General Assembly re.affirmed the ·view of all Members of the United Nations · · 

that this C~rnmittee: remains an··essentinl instrurne.nt iri the sea~~h fo~ ·agr~em~nt'on·· 
disarmament, and is·hence an irreplaceable-factor of understanding and 

rapprochement among peoples. 

llnothc3r ·point that has emerged both from 'the deliberations in the' ·united Nations 

and from.earlier·statements made here fs that so~e clearly-defined .and non~ 
I • 

controversial object~ves havG been placed·before this' session of th~ Committee~ namely, 

an agTeement on non:proliferation and the general pr6hibition of tests. Of course 

we have other 'i terns on · ou1~ agenda~ su~h as general and· complete disarmruncnt and 

some i~portant.collatcral m~asures. They will have to be discussed and scrutinized; 

but, it. is becoming inc.reasingiy clear that the twci problems I h~ve· mentioned may be 

regarded as Vprerequisites 11 , ~ince their solution I·JOUlcrmake that of all the . ' 

other problems infinitely'easier. 
' ·. A third point ·::Ln Tavour 'of this' scssio'rl' is that the·· Cornmi tte·e has at its·· 

- ' 

disposal.for the s6iution of those 'two p~oblems '€unple material for ·negotiation. 'and 

cle,ar and non..:.controversial recomlil.endations ·rrom the UJ?-ited Nati~ns (E_NDC/].61;162~; 
On non-prolife~ation our .Committee has 'before it, as indicated ·:i.n Gehe'1;al Asse.mbly . 

res~lution 2028(XX),· tw'o draft treaties,-···submitted by ·the.United State's '(ENDC/152) 

and the Soviet Union (ENDC/164) ·respectively, the ~emoranducl of· the ~ight n~n~align~d 
delegations (ENDC/158), and· the ·italian pr~posal for 'a·· controlica:' nuclear·· moratoriuni · 

(ENDC/157) . · 
.. \ . ~ .. . ' 

It· is obvious - and tli~· deb.atcis at the United' Nations .. have. confirmect thi's '.: ~hat we 
shou;ld, fir~t of ·ali seek a solution .of the' problem df \ ndn-proiff~r~t:i..~~ by· cdncluiling ~ 
general tr~aty on that subject. That would be a complete, integral and firial· solution 

of t::3 problem, which would guarantee both general and irreversible progress and a · 

political rapprocheme~t on which could be based subsequent developments in the sphere 

of disarmament and peace. 
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(Mr. Cavalletti 2 Italy) 

The requirements .\vhich milst be met· by a general treaty on n?n-proliferati'?n are 

stated in General Assembly'resolution 2028(XX) (ENDC/161) which recommends the. 

prohibition of. dirGct and·indirect proliferation Hithbut any possible loop-holes. 

Similarly President Johnson's message (ENDC/165) specifies in detail the 

· proy.isions 1vhich, .. in th-3 opinion of the Hestern delegations,.: should be included in the 

non~proliferation.treaty •. In accepting the prohibition treaty a non-nuclear ·~ 

country vJOuld have to commit itself not to -

1. Acqui:r:e .. nuclear Heapons of its .own; 

2. · Gain national control over nuclear Heapons; 

3. 

4. 
Achieve .. the pmver itself. to fire nuclear weapons; 

Receive assistance in manufacturing or testing nuclear weapons. 

These prohibitions apply to 

A. Direct or indirect acquisition, direct or indirect use, and direct or 

indirect nid or assistance; 

/ 

B. ·Acquisition, use or assistance obtained through·thi~d countries or groups 

of countriesi "• ... 
C. Acquisition, use or assistance obtained through units of the ·armed forces' 

or military personnel under any military alliance. 

I have made a. point of repe2.ting the. limitations which the \vestern side is 

prep.ared· to accept, as ·stated in the ,United States message, so tha:t the Committee 

may reflect on. the starting-point of our negotiations. · · · · · · · · 

' Mr. -Tsarapkin, for his.-part, stated at our last meeting(ENDC/PV/235,p.l6) that·· ' 

the plan to giveithe Federal.Republic of. Germany access to nuclear weapons was the'· 

main. obstacle to a non-prol~feration agraement. · BUt does the acceptance by the 

West:. of. the United Nations resolution e.nd the terms of President Johnson 1 s message . 
indicate the intention of the 1--Jest to give any such access to -the Feaeral· Republic· of 

Germany?. ·,·.If words· have any meariing, the reply is ,obviously in the negative •. 

_Moreover; certain statemen~s, so~e:of them very recent, made by responsible persons in 

the Federal Republic of Germany, which is the only country to have renounced the 

manufacture of nuclear weapons, again confi~m that that country neither' asks nor wishes 

for ·such access. If the Soviet Union ma~ly wants a non-proliferation agreement, a· 

basis for such an agreement exists. 



' " ., . 
~r~Dc,/p-r; 0 236 

8 

(Mi~. Cavalletti, Italy) 
I 

- Of course, a non-proliferation agreement cannot nullify or invalidate existing 

·alliance's, e.ny more then it can, so far as He £u~e concerned~ wec>J{en or unde:rznine the 

po~sibilities of Hestern defen~ive 
Europe through a be.lance of power. 

. . 
co~laboration, which ensures peace and security in. 

, ~ i '- • 

Only by prog1·essj_va agreement~? toward_s general 

-and complete ,disarl!lament can no111 be.lances and greater security for all _be gradually 

sought. If ,the Soviet Union '.Jere hoping to use a non-proliferation agreeme1,1t to 
•• I , • ,. ' ' • 

undermine the necessar<J co-operation between all the member~ of tl;J.e ~iJes~o.rn Alliance, 

that attempt would inevitably be doomed to failure and the non-proliferation 

agreement would be jeopardized. 

But we do not believe that this is so. \~e believe that the Soviet Union is 

aware of the necessity for a bQlance in Europe, ~1d that it _is seeking thr?ugh a non

proliferation. agreement reasonable guarantees which correspond to the real meaning of 

non-proliferation and cap be legitimately aske.d for in a w_orld \·7here security is still 

bas\3d on a balance of alliances. It ,.;as therefore with a feeling of hope that 111e . . 
heard Mr. Ts~rapkin say (ibid,p.2Q) that his do~egation was ready to engage in the 

preparation of·a non-proliferation treaty article by article. That is the right 

mr~hod, a fruitful method which wilihelp us gradualiy to reduce misunderstandings 

and differences. For our part wo · are ready and ·1.villing to undertake this Hark '.Ji th 

an open mind and in a spirit of conciliation~· 

The Italian delegation proposes that, as soon as the general debate.is concluded, 

the Conference should set up a drafting committee on 111hich all its members would be 

represented and which would examine side·by side th0 two draft treaties and any 

~endments that· may be submitted. Such a committee should first of all draw up a 

document comparing the two texts we have before us. 'It should also be able ~o meet 

in clos~d session without records, so as to allow a confidential exchange of views on 
. I 

as wide and free a footing as possible. 

·It seems to me that this 111ork might give rise to reasonable expec_tations of 

' success. Our constant _assurances and the oft-repea.ted · asse.rtions that our defensive 

allianc,es is not plotting agg'ression against anyone, and that it wis~es to' reduce .its 

nuclear and conventional armaments as soon'as possible, provided that this is done in a . . . . . 

controlled and balanced ~anner, as well as the obvious developments in Western policy, . ' 

should eliminate the obstacle to which Mr. Ts~rapkin referred (ibid., p.l6) and 

convince the Soviet Union that to conclude a non-proliferation treaty immediately is 

in its own as well as in the general interest •. In addition, I think we are all aware 

I . 

~· 
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(~~. Cavalletti, Italy) 

that suqh a treaty, apart from its intrinsic· advantages, ·would have a'political 

significance of immense value .and would certainly sow the seeds of far-re~ching and 

favourable developments in all directions.: This might.also meet the'legitimate 

expectations of thG non-nuclear countries, which ask th~t their renunciation of 

nu~lea~ weapons should be the starting-point"cif a wider process of nuclear.disarmament 

by the. nuclear countries themselves. 

The conclusion of such a treaty is not only necessary. but extremely urgent; if it 

were delayed, other means would have to ·be found to counter the immin8nt d4ngers. 

That is what l~d the Italian delegation to submit the proposal for a controlled nuclear 

moratorium,(ENDC/157) of which you are aware. That proposal met with a favourable 

reception by most of the delegations which participated in the discussions at the · 

United Nations. They acknowledged the interest and value of our proposals and.paid 

tribute to the intentions which inspired it. 

· · In our opinion, the debates at the United Nations hava confirmed that our 

proposal constitutes an effective alternative solution in the event~ whichwe refuse 

for the time being to contemplate - that the preparation of a general treaty once 

_again meets wi~h unsurmountable difficulties or is subjected to very_serious delays. 

The· Italian delegation therefore -reserves the right; if th~t·becomes necessary, to 
I ' 

address an appeal at the appropriate time to the non-nuclear countries.in order that 

they may themselves take stops, at· least temporarily, to ·check the threat of nuclear 

proliferation.• I hope· that the non-nuclear countries which genuinely seek non

proliferation will .lend us· their support. 

In connexion with a possible moratorium, I note the· statement in point 3 

of President Johnson's messabe that r;the nations that do not seek the nuclear path 

can be sure that they.will have our ~the United States 1_7 strong support against 

threats of nuclear blackmail" (~NDC/165, p.2). That is a very important point, 

and those assurances, or any others that may be given, will serve to facilitate 

acceptance of the idea of a mora~orium which we have put fo1~ard. 

'· 
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. . 
Furthermore, I note with pleasure that the idea on which our proposal is based 

is steaqily gaining ground: th~t non-nuclear or IDilitariiy weaker countries should 

.not remain inactive h~t should actively promote the cause of disarmament within 1the 

limits of their capacity and in the spheres appropriate to them. 

~ The United Nations has expressed interest in.two spe~ific initiatives which have 

emanated from non-nuclear countries and which we very sincerely support. I refer 

to the denuclearization of Latin America and of the African·continent. 

In considering the areas in which the non~nuclear Powers can take initiatives 

of their own, mention should also he made of the important plan submitted hy Sweden 

(ENDC/154) to bring international,co-ope-ration to bear on the conclusion of an 

agreement on the prohibition of tests. Italy is happy to support' this proposal and, 

if called upon to do so, would be willing to collaborate with it aetively, in the 

conviction that the problem.of a complete prohibition of tests can be solved and that, 

in view of the close connexion of,·this problem with non-proliferation, its solution 

would also facilitate that of the latter problem. 

The idea set out in point 7 of President-Johnson's message can also be included 

ap1ong the meas.ures which the less powerful military c~mntries can take. · In my 
• I • 

- opinion this idea deserves P.articular attention, especially since it has an affinity 

with a principle which the Italian Government has always 

transfer to peaceful ~ses of resources squandered in the 

Poin~ 7 of President Johnson's message says: 

" had at heart; that of the 

armaments race. 
/. 

11 These resources" (meaning those spent on'costly conventional armaments) 

"might better he spent 6n.feeding the hungry, healing the sick and teaching 

the uneducated" . · ( ENDC/165, · p. 3) • 

These are the same humanitarian aims ·or disarmament which we see recalled in the 
' 

Pope's message to this Committee: 
11 With·every day that passes, the contrast ~lso becomes m<;>re painful and 

acute between the huge sums being swallowed up ~y the manufacture of 

armaments and the immense and growing material distress of over half the 

human race, whose most elementary needs remain u~satisfied". (ENDC/163, p.3). 
' 

Between these two messages, emanating from two authorities so different but equally 

concerned with the peace and well-being of ~ind, there is a striking identity of 

intention and even of language which should be pondered over. It is.high time that 

disarmament opened the -vmy, not only' to peace and security for all, but also to 

general progress in a broth~rly association of effort and co-operation. 
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·~ .. • ... .,,, (Mr. Cavalletti, 'Italy)" ' 
'r, 

. ' 

I could. go on to. examine a .ni.:unber of other problems_ and pr,oposals, ~orne. of them 

new? such as those for the destruction of a certain, number' of nucl·ear .bonibs and .for a 

reduction in,. the number of nucle~r c~rriers, referred to i-n points 5 and 6 of t~e · 
Uni:t;,·ed· States message; hut I shall leave this' to a future occasion, . so as not. to·· 

de_tai:li the Committee too long. · . 

. ' 

· · What I ~till want to a~d :oday i~ ·_that, as a~ways, we· believe that al!L 

possibilities of agreemen~ in any ?-rea? be it non-prolifer~tion or destruction of·. 

weapons, should be patiently and indefatigarly expiored. : To ~each agreements, even -. 
' . \ - . . . - . 

~irrii ~ed ones' on any .aspe?t whatsoever of d_isa~_a.'llent? on any probl~m whatsoever? would 

·•·. 

a~ the present juncture represent invaluable progress tow_ards peace .and would_ 9reatly 

facilitate t)J.e: conciusion ~f other agreements. Thes.e a~r~eme:nt.s w;mld not only 

lighten the present .political atmosphere but might even encourage and ·facilitate .. the 

broadening of disarmament negot±.ations, 'in accordance with the wishes o:f the Urii ted 

Nations. 

The convening of· a world 'disarmament.- conferenc_e:· is a' project to which. we have 
~ • -. I ~ 

.lent our support ·from the outset.; but i althoU:g_h we see some hope in such a ·con.fe~e~~e,: 

we -~~e:aware of the difficulties involved.· If we cohld show here :~y concrete action .. 
. . - . \ ' 
that dis~rmament is nei~her arUtcpia nor a trap;.we should·probably.smooth.the way for 

' • I a comprehensive international conference on disarmament; :The results achieved-here 

niight convince the sceptics ~; the. opp,~nents of such ~ plan, who could be shown:_that 
I . . . 

disarmament is not only' attain_able' anc feasi ;;le '1 ~hout danger, and without 

disequtlibrium, but ,that it is.the·only p~th which,' through the better co~'llon utiliza-. . 

.tion_of world resources, can lead to the advanceme:nt qnd well-being of all.peop~es . . ; ... ~~ ' . 
. Mr. C.t!:RNIK (Czecho.~lovakia) (translation from Russian): First of all· I . '· 

. sl1,ould.like to associate the delegation of Czech~slovakia ·with those sp~akers.who at 
; •' I ,' • ' ~ • ' o • • 

.. 

, , .our last ~eeting expressed thei~ profound. condolepcas to_the delegati?n ?f India on 
Of - • 't ' '- ~ ... ' • 

the deaths .of. t~e disti:r;-guishe,!i rElpres.~ntat,t ve of the I~d:j.an nation, Prime· l1inister 
. . . . ~ ' 

Lal Bahadur Shas.tri, and the great In9-ian scientist Dr. Homi Bha'Qha~ and als<? ~~ the 
•• .._ • • I 

delegation _of N~g~r~a·. on. ifhe death of .the Prime Minister of Nige:ria, S~r Abuoaka.r; '· 

Tafawa Ba+ewa. . . 
'I - >' '' 

~ ,\ 

. ' . 
< ·' 

' .. 
"' '• ' • j 

: .. 
'' 

~ ~ •, 
• I 
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(Mr. Cernik, 'czechoslovakia) 

As ~n previous years, the Czechoslovak delegation has Dome to the present session 

of.the Eighteen-Nation Committ'ee with ·the aim of achieving concrete results. This 

course is dictated by the unflagging interest of the Government of Czechoslovakia in 
I 

solving the problem of disarmfu~e~t. This.interest has also ·fourid expression in the 

positive attitude adopted by the.delegation of Czechoslovakia towards the resolution 

of the twentieth session of the United Nations G~neral Assemhly·in support of the plan 
. . . . 

to convene a world 'disarmament 'confere.nce (A/RES/2030(XX); ENDC/162). In this· 

connexion we should like to e:xpress the ~ope that the 'endeavours to implement this 

plan, which· has already received e'xten~ive support th~o~ghout the ~orld, will continue, 

so that a world ·disarmament conferen~e can be· he.ld not later· than 1967. 

The delegation of Czechoslovakia is convinced that the organization of such a 
confer~nce' and. the. negotiations which wout'd take piace. at it could proviie a new and 

pow~rfu~ impetus towards soiution.of th~· problem of disarmament. This would be 

extremely desirable, because so far the results of the work of the Eighteen-Nation 
. . 

Committee ar~ hardly.a ca~se for satisf~ction. Furthermore, the situation in which 
. . " ' . . . 

the Committee is resuming i t·s negotiations remains extremely unfavourable. 

As al~6-'iast ·year, the Eig.hteen.:.N~tion Committ~e has asse~bled for the 'presemt 
• . 0 .. . . . . 

session in an atmospnere clouded by extremely grave ~vents, as a result of which the 

process of.the rei~xation of internatio'nal tension has been halted and the situation 
. . "' ' .. . ' . . ~ . . ~ . . . 

has considerably-deteriorated. The cause of this is primarily the continuing and 
. \ 

increasing aggression of the United States in Viet-N~. Day by day the number of 

·united States ·.military personnel in'this area is conti~ually .i~creasi.ng, tn~ ·.military 

operations against the freedom~loving people of South Viet-Nam are.bei~g expanded and 
' . 

intensified, and the ag~~ession_against the Democratic Republic of Viet~Nam continues. 

Only yesterday the Un:i ted "stat·e·s 'c)i America again resumed the. sensel~·ss .and 
' I ' " 

barbaric bombing of the terri tory of the .sovereign State of the Democratic Republic; . o.f 

Viet-N~, thus reducing to naught all the so-called peace initiative of the United 

States. The United States-Government ha~ once again demonstrated to the ~hole world 

its true _i~tentions in this area and its· ~isregard for world public opinion, which .is 

calling for an end to this dirty war. The United States cannot escape the 

responsibility for this war, no matter to what political or other mapoeuvres it may 

resort. 
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This development is in direct contradiction with the tasks and IT~ssion of our 

Committee. The aim of our negotiations should. be disarmament, or, at least, a 

cessation of the arns race and the implementation of measures tha·~ would lead to a 

lessening of international tension. The aforementioned actions of the United States, 

however, will have quite the opposite effect and will lead to a further increase in 

armar:1ents and to more acute international tension. This is bound to have an adverse 

effect on the conditions under which our Committee works. 

The representatives of the Western Powers allege that the statements of the 
• I 

delegations of the socialist countries, wllich quite rightly criticize the policy of 

the United States, are not conducive to the successful work of the Committee. I 

should like to point out that the delegations of the Western countries are addressing 

themselves to the wrong quarter, and that they are attempting to substitute the 

effects for the cause. The gist of the matter lies, not in the statements of the 

socialist delegations, ~ut in the policy of the United States, which is the main cause 

of·the aggravation of international tension and the creation of conditions which by no 

means facilitate our negotiations. 

But South-East Asia is not the only area where events are taking place which~e 

having an adverse effect on the present international atmosphere. Disturbing events 

whose harmful effects cannot be ignored are also occurring in other parts of the world, 

including Europe. It is true that in a number of European countries there are 

increasing tendencies towards normalization of the situation and the development of 

relations between European countries regardless of differences in their social Md 
I 

economic structures, so as to bring about in that way t~e conditions for lessening the 
. ' 

danger of an armed conflict and for strengthening European security. 

However, those tendencies run up against influential opposing forces which are 

!nanifested mainly in the policy of the F.ederal Republic of Germany. On the part of 

the Federal Republic of Germany, revanchist demands, formulated more and more openly, 

are being proclaimed, and an extensive programme for revision of the results of the 

S3cond world War is being put forward. Hi th the support of of;ficial quarters., 

attempts are being made, for example, to justify the Munich Agreement, to prove that 

it was legally binding at the time of its conclusion and on this basis to draw 

\ 
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conclusions for the present time as well, so as t~ justify .revanchist cl_aims in 
• 

regard to the Czechoslovak Socialist Rapubl~c, as we. hav~ seen once again a few 

weeks ago. 

The more and. more openly foi'IIl.}llated claims. of .. the Federal Republic. of_ .~ermany 
. . 

regarding access ~o nuclear weapons. are another matter to which considerabla a~tention 
ab . . 

has already been paid in the. work of our Co~~ittee. The gravity of.all .these. 

circumstances is further increased by:the.fcct that this policy of the Federal Republic 

of Germany meets with tacit agreement or even ~pen support from some of the States . . 
members of NATO, which are quite obviously p~epared to yield to these demand.s. so fraught 

. . . 
. with qanger. This situation is reflected in various plans for the integration of 

nuclear armaments within the framework of NATO, th~ main purpose of which is to give 

the Federal Republic of Germany acc.~ss to nuclear weapons in one form or another. 

The ~mplementation of such plans w.ould be a seri9us obptacla to the conclusion 
. .. . . 0. . 

of an agreement on the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons .. How can the western 
: ; I .. < ~ o ' 

Powers explain that, at a time when the demand for the prevention of the further spread " . . 
of nucle~r weapons is being made with increasing in$istence throughqut.the world, 

. . 
and when so much attention is being devoted to this question in our. Committee and in 

the work of the United Nation~ 9eneral A~sembly, feverish negotiations on plans for 
., 

nucl~ar integrat~on, with the participation of the Federal Republic.of Germany, are 
. . 

still going on in NATO? 

The attention devoted to the question of the .non-prolifera~ion .. of nuclear ~eapons 

is ~ully justified, since the ~doption of effective _measures ag~i~st p~oliferation is one 

of the most important tasks in the pr~sent s~tuation. A realisti~ assessment of the 

situation in a.numqer of countries .shows that these. cou~tries could acquire their own 
·' . 
at~mic weapons in th~ near future, thus significantly increasing the number of .. 
countries possessing thes_e weapons. If such a. ~evelopment took p;Lace it would lead . . . ~ . ' . ' . ' . 
to serious consequences .both.for the_general world situation, especially from the . . . . ' . ~ 

point of view o£: } .. ncreasin~ t~e risk o£: .the outbreak of. a nu,c,?,ear. qonf~ict, and .for 

the prospects of solving the problel\1 .of disarmament. 
f . 

. r • . ·. 
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J~ is therefore essential to reach agreement as speedily as po~siQle on measures . ' .~. . 
cap~ble of preventing the prolifera~i~n of nuclear weapons. In this connexion there 

is every justification for putting forward the requirement that·in solving this 

problem the interests of all States, nuclear and non-nuclear, s~ould be t~k~n·~~~? 

account. In this respect we believe that all peoples are.mainly itJ.terested ,tn 

preventing any further increase in the danger of the outbreak of a nuclear war. 
I 

It is to this aim that individual States shquld subordinate their ot~er prtvate 

interests. There is wide agreement that further spread of nucl~ar weapons ,in ~?,Y,. ... 

form whatever would lead to ext~emely serious consequences,·and, in.particular, to 

increasing the danger of.the outbreak of a nuclear war. This danger could be ~verteq 

by adopting measures against the prolifera.tion of nuclear weapo?s. To do so wou+,d 

strengthen world peace and the security of all States. , , . ~, ~. . ... 
In this connexion we think it appropriate to point out that it would. be w~ong 

. • .. ' .t ... ' 

to expect a treaty on non-proliferation to solve all problems, .without excep:ti~n, .in 
• '" < • 

the sphere of disarmament or the s~~urit~ of individual States. :It would ther~fore 

be wrong to put forward such demands in cqnnexion with non-prol.i~eration. T.l;le . :. : 

question of non-proliferation is complicated in itself, and its solution come~ up 

against serioJJ,~ .o ~stacles, .. ~r;ising, for ~xample, from the ~ ttempts of some States to 

ensure, .. :Within .. t):le . fr8:Ille:·1prH; o±:· ~ t.re13:ty on non--proliferation, a definite privileged 

position for themselves and their allies in yarious military groupings.· Attempts to 

link non-proliferation to other measures. ~ould only complicate an already dif±:icult 

si tua ti~n, .~nd delay. and make :mp_r.e .. difficult the reaching of agreement. 

On the· .other h:and, . .it i.s altogether. justifiable to require that a treaty. on 

non-prol~ferat~o:~ phould ~onsistently solve thos~ questiqps which it can and s4puld 
,. .tk-•1· 

s?;t.v:e: ~hat .:l-.~_, t,hat it s,h9.uld not.leave any loop-holes ~or the direct ?r indi:r:ept . 

p~o~i_f.eratip_n ~f nucle.ar ·~~apo_ns in an;v. form •. This requirement is .fu;lly met both: by 

the draft trea~y o.J;l .non::~.:r-oliferation . (.E:!-iJDC/164). submi ~ted by the Gove.rnmen't of the . 

USSR in September 1965 at .the twentieth sepsion or'the. United Nations,General Assembly, 
' •• ' • • • • I 

and by the r~solut_ion adopted·.lJY :t;he. twent.ieth sessi_on 9f the United~ Nations .Gen.eral 

Assembly (A/RES/2028/XX; ENDC/161) which laid down the princip~e that the .treaty on 
. . .• . . . 

non-proliferation ashould be void of any loop-h:oles 'which might permit.n\].clear or 
' • • ' • ,• -· L ,., •, 

non-nuclear Po~ers .to proliF~~ate, .. d~~actly or ind~l~ectly, nuclear. :w:eap?~.s i~~ .any_ 

forma. The same .resolution al~o mentions other principles for ~~e dr.afting of a 

treaty on non-proliferation. 
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.. ... 

, . In the light of all these circumstancas ·some del<:gatiC?ns havr3·: right],y. pointed::· 
' • • • - • • "' I \ ~ 

out that, in the sphere of non-proliferation, thare have' beEm · ~reated-dur:i~g the : .. 

' . 4 ;~ • 
~ . ,, 

• 'I . .. • .. • ,• . • -,." ,. r•._ ,. 

·previous negotia,tions all the necessary prarequis±tes to en~ble the' Committee· to set:·· · . .. .. . . ~ ... ' . ·. 
about the clause-by-cl~:use elaboration _of a.draft trao.ty. :The delegation of 

pzechc;>slovakia fully. shares thi's vie•.; ai1d is' re.ady. t<P ta~e part in t~~s wo.rk." 
. ' 

There are st~lLoth~r questio~s before the Committee; ~owever, a~d· s?~a· of th~m 
are to a certain-extent related tq,m~aSUrqS to prevent t~e prol:lferatfon of'nuclear' 

weapons .. These measures, li.ke· a· n~n,~proliferation treaty, would help towards 
) . :,.. " ' . - . . ' . 

reducing the danger of a nuclear war and halting·the :p.uclear arms race. ,: 
• , , • . ., . • , \ , • ' .. . ' • I "· • 

. . . From this ,Point of vi_ew. the Czechoslovak delegation .regards a·s. particularly,· 
• ' 

0 
• I 1 f I~ • ~ 

important the prohibitj_on ?f the use of nuclear weapons, or ~t least the ~alateral 

~assumption by individual nu~lear Fowers~ of an' obligation not to b~ the first.to use 
' ' I • • ' • ' • '• • 

. nuclear weapons. Since in the present 'circumstances an agreement op general and· ·. 

. .... 

.. 

' . 

' I • • . •. ,· . 

, complete. disarmament, which _:tvot,~d once and for a:)..l eliminate the threat of .J.:mclear.• . 1 .~ 
0 ~ 0 I ' 0 ' o •, :. 

0 ~ 1, .... 

war, is encounte;r-ing great difficulties, the prohibition of.'the.··us~ .of nucl~ar . · 
~ '. . . . ' . .. ' ~ 

weapons Would be an important step 111hich would substanti~lly reduce ·such a threat •' 
~ • .. ' ' • • J ~ • • ~ • .. '. ~' 

:At ··the present time the importance of such a measure. is· emphasiz-ed also by the effect 
~ . . ... . ,. .. . ' ' . ' 

'w;hich .prohibition of the use of nuclear wea,Pon.s would ha'Ve 'in respect of.' measures ~q.: 
• ' • • ... J ' -· '. \ • '.· t 

'pre.ven~ the_ proli~e:r;at~on of nuclear wea~ons; I~s adoption w:o:u:ld s.ubstantially ,· .- . ·. 
1 

..... , 

res.trict the danger of nuclear aggression or blackmail and would thus' contribute. io ·' :- · . ' 
. ..· '-.· ' . ... . 

·strengthening the.securi~y of all States. 
•. . 
· · ' The establishment of. denuclearized ~ones: i~ vario{ls parts of th~ yiorld -would · · 

I ' . ..., · . , ~ ' ' 

.· 8J.s~ play a posii;.ive role;' ·Fo; this .reason the Czecposlovak.delegation ~uppo>z:t~d 

'. 

' • ' ' ' • ' ' ',. " ' • ' • ' I ' .... ' 

the draft resvlution submitted at the'·t1r1entj 3th s~ssion of the United Nations General 

Assembly to make Africa a 11uclear-free zone. (A/RES/20~3(-~l); .ENDC/162). We are 

convinced that the. establishment of denuclearized zon~~ wouid help 'to lessen tenston 

·and strengthen .security in other areas as well. In thi~ re~pect ·we attach·parti~ul~r1 
importanc~ to the establishme~~· of. denuclearized ~~~es:in .Eu~ope, , a~ ·~-~s b~~n . ·.' . 

pr.oposed in a number of imp<;>rtant plans relating to. this quest:Lon :subm;i tted in the . 

_past. Their implementation would be an important contribuiton to the.stre~gtheni~g 
.. ' , . : ·:~\ J 

:of security.and pe~ce in t_hat par,t of-the world.· 
• ' • ~ \ •' o, ' "• I 

In connexion with.the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons~ it ·is oft~n·urg~d, 

.; .. ·quite r~ghtly, th~t nuclear tests should be: bann~d co~J:let.al~ .. _The Ciech~·s~~~ak .. 
. I . ·. . . : . ·. . . '· 

.. •; 
;• . 

. . delegation is convinced that this 
.. : . . .... . .. 

'. th~s··"can bf!l achieve¢!. .lJY 

qu~st.i.on has long been ripe for: s<;>lution ·and that. 
·~ • • • : , ""' 

0 

' : • 1 '1 o -.. , .I' 1 

extendi!J.g t~e· scope.~~ the· Moscow Tr:~aty b~~ing ~ll:~~.e~r .. .. 
' 

'·• 
I ~ ' 

'• J •• , . ' . 

..; 
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., tests.· in .th~ee environments (ENDC/lOO/Rev.l) to cover undergTound nu~lear explosions. 

Th~ only obstacle standing in the WaY of ag~eement on th~s question 'is that the 

United States 'stU.bbo~nly insists upon so-called on-site inspection. Therefore it 

depends'"'entirely on the United States. whether 'the Committe·e -will achieve positive 
. . . 

results iri regard: to the prohibition of underground nuc~ear test's, 

. Among, other' ·collateral measures i· should like to mention the proposal (ENDC/167) 

to eiihunate foreign military bases and to withdraw for~ign .troops from the-territory 
.. . 

of other States. The s·ocialist countries: hav~ already been endeavouring· for a number 

of years to secure the_implementation of that proposal. Recant events have once 

i' ag~in emphasized its reaso~~bleness- arid urgincjr:..:·. 'Wherevet'liotbeas",·iir--:terisi:on have 

recently, cropp,ed up' for~ign. military ba~es 'and armed forces on th~·. f~~ri tory of. 

other St~te~ have played an important pa;t. Therefore there can be ~o doJbt that, 

among the measures to be considered by.th~ CoiDrnittee with a view to le~sening 

international tension, it is necessary to place in the forefront the proposal to-
t 0 • • • :.. • • ' 

eliminate for_eign ndli ~ary bases and to wi ~hdraw foreign troops from· the territories 

of other States. 

The main task assigned to the Eighteen-Nation Committee-when it was set up was 

the solving of the proble~ pf general and complete disarmament, The Czechoslovak 
-·. • " • ... ... ... • • • • ... I. • •• .. .: • ....... ~... ..:.. 

delegation bases itself on the assumption that the preparation of a draft treaty on 

general and complete disarmament cvntinues to be the main task of the Committee, . 
although, as a result of the position of the Western Powers, its accomplishment is 

meeting with serious obstacles which will obviously not be easy to overcome. We 

therefore support the recommendation of the two co-Chairme~ of the Committee 

(~~DC/PV.235, p.ll) that, after consideration of the question of the non-proliferation 

of nuclear weapons, a question which at present justifiably occupies the first place 

among the Committee's tasks, due attention should be given to the problems of general 

and complete disarmament so as, in discussing the subject, to concentrate attention 

mainly on measures the implementation of which would lead to el~minating the threat 

of a nuclear war - that is, on measures concerning nuclear weapons and their delivery 

vehicles. We are convinced that the compromise proposals of the Soviet Government on 

this question (~~DC/2/Rev.l/Add.l) constitute ~n adequate and.realistic basis for 

fruitful negotiations and for achieving concrete results. 

., 
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.. ; In conclusion, allow me to join those speakers who have already welcomed to our 
'. -' • • -~: .. ' • • • • • • • ' .- • • • • • •• J ' " • 

Committee t~e Spec~al_ Re~res_entative of the Secretary-Generin, Mr;.'.•Spinellt; ;~he 1l').~w. 
· head .-of the de;I.~g~tion of the. Poii~h ·:P-~opie' s · ,lepublic, iMr. :Blu:s,z.tajri.; ·the· -:h~~g. .. of .. 

the .4eleg~t.io~ .·of .Eth:~·qp:i.~·/ -~ • .- .Aberra; ·ihe -head of the 'd-elegation of-Niger-ia~ . ., 

Mr. Ij~w~re.; and-~is~ !~~;·.Hr.'' Chairm'an, a·~ h~ad of the ·d'elegatfon o_f 'th~ :Unit~d Ar~b 
Rep~bli?. On b~haif of the Czechoslovak delegatiort;I.wish'all of them· the utmost. 

suce~~~-.in._'their ~orl~, ~n~ I sh~uld' like to ·e~ress 'the· conviction· that·~the~r:· 
.:par~.i~ipatio~.~ill b~ an i~po~tant c~ntributiori to the work-~i':thfs:c;minitte~·.; 

.. , 

. I ... .. ..... · .. ;:·· . ... · .. 
The Conference decided to issue the following communique . .. .. ..... · ... · 

· ·• i 1The Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Commi_ttee .. on_.Disar~Plent tod.~y held 

·its 236th plenary meeting in the Palais des Nai1io~s,_ .~ene:va, -~-~e~· ~h-~ ... _ .. . .· 
chaii-inanship of ·H~E. Anibassador. Hussein Khallaf '· repr~~entativ;~, .Pi .·the. Unite~ 

.. o • ~ ' ~ 1
' !. ' , ! ,' ... 1 I ... '• 

Arah'Repuolic. 
~- ·:_ .... -- :. ~-- .· . 

... ·' . 

11Staterrients· were made by 'the representatives of- Italy, and q~~~?-os~~vikia.'· 

HThe next meeting of the Conference will be h~l9- on Tl,l)ll'sd~y.,. 3 Jff?.bruary 
. . . -- ' . . ··~ .. ... . ~~ 

1966, at 10.30 a.m.n ... ,. 

. •. . ... , 
• ..':... • • •• ~ i '' :. 

The meeting rose at 11.4p_ a.m • 
·- \.: !. ··-+ . 

' · .. -~ ... . .. 
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