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The CHAIRHA.i'J (Burma): I declare open t ho 360th plenary meeting of the 

Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Coru::nitteo on Disnrmament. 

2. Mr. CHRISTOV (Bulgaria) (translation from French): The r esumption of work 

by the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament has been marked by an event which, in 

the opinion of the Bulgarian delegation, gives the current session particular 

importance. I am referring to the presentation at our f irst meeting (ENDC/PV.357) of 

the t'vJO documents ENOC/192/Rev.l and illfDC/193/Rev.l, by which tho delegations of tho 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and of the United States of America introduced 

complete draft treaties on the non-prolifer ation of nuclear weapons. 

3. The Committee also has before it General Assembly resolution 2346 A (XXII), 

(ENDC/210), adopted at the twenty-second session on 19 December 1967, requesting that 

a full report on the negotiations regarding a draft treaty on the non-proliferation of 

nuclear weapons be submitted to j t on or before 15 Nc.rch. !v!y delegation r egards as 

very significant tho fact that the two documents have been placed on our Conference 

t abla at the samo time. This f act, in our opinion, reflects the sentiment expressed 

in the message addressed to t he Co:mmittoe by Secretary-Gonercl U Thant: 11Tho years of 

patient negotiation ••• mus t now be brought to fruition;; (ENDC/PV.357, para.4). We 

venture to li1terpret these words , as an expr ession not only of the r esolve to succeed 

11hich i s embodied in tho General Assembly r esolution I have quoted, but also of a 

certainty, na..--nely tho cGrto.inty that a stage has been reached wher e we must succeed 

becaus0 it is really possible t o do so. 

4. The positi ons of the Bulgari an delegation on tho problem of the non-pr~liferation 

of nuclear weapons are explicit and clear. At l east we have t r ied t o make them so by 

endeavouring to sot thom forth dur ing t ho discussion which has taken pl ace hor e 

(ENOC/PV.345). In our opinion tho problem i s one of extr eme gravity 1-rhich must be 

settled urgent ly in the general i nter est befor e it i s too l at e . And there are not many, 

but only one means of settling it: the conclusion of n. troaty to halt a further 

increase in the number of nuclear-weapon Powers, t o take the first step towards tho 

elimination of the threat of atomic war, to r everse the nucl ear arms race and to 

r estor e to nuclear energy what should be its part and its purpose as a source of 

benefits for all mankind. 

5. That is why my delegation declared i t s full agr eement with the draft treaty 

submitted to us on 24 August 1967 (ffi~DC/192 , 193). By i ts basic provisi ons , and 

particularly by its articles I end II, H met the requirements of a non-prolifer ation 
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treaty. While expressing tl12 hope that it Hou]_d be supplemented by a.n article on 

control, 1.re Hclcomed that first draft as a first recl stop forward in the long 

negotiation on non-proliferation. 

6. vle now have before us a complete draft troaty. \ve have studied it with all the 

attent~_on it merits . Like tho representatives of tho member countries who have 

preceded me, I wish on behalf of the Bulgarian delegation to express to our two 

co-Chairmen, tho reprosei1tati ves of tho Soviet Union and tho United States, our 

war:r:J.ost congratulations on tho efforts they have made. We note with the greatest 

satisfaction that these efforts have beon crownon with a success which has met with 

the broadest approval in the Committee and has aroused great hopes throughout the 

world. Like everyone else in this Committee, 1:10 know the difficulties of the task 

vhich they have had to accomplish; 0..'1d wo know how much tenacity and patience has 

been :c·equirod to obtain tho r0sul t now beforo us. 

7. In the first place, tho two co-Chairmen have succeodod in filling the gap which 

existed in tho dra.ft of 24 August Hi th regard to tho problem of control. They have 

also succeeded, fortunately, in formulating and presenting in treaty language numerous 

suggestions, proposals and amendments put forvmrd during the debate on the various 

aspects of the problora of' preventing a further increase in the nuuber of nuclear-vieapon 

countries, and of tho problons rolating to tho peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

8" Consequently wo consider that, in accomplishing their difficult task in tho 

spirit of understanding \.Jhich distinguishes them, the co-Chairmen have for practical 

purposc::s made all ih e dl.llee;atiJa . .:, .:mgaged in tho discussion of' the non-proliferation 

problem participate in the propo.:ration of tho now, complete and B.Iilended draft. The 

rosQlt is a text which; in tho opinion of my delegation, reconciles the widest 

requirements e.nd interests with the need to take c..ccow1t of an internc..tional reality 

vrhich vre kno1,1 only too well and vihich imposes lind.ts boyond vlhich, whatever mey bo 

said, the conclusion of a tro~ty could bocomo impossible. 

9. In that sense the a.g::.·oen:ont on tho problem of control is specially inportant. 

That proble:r:J. was considered to be tho major obstacle to the conclusion of the treaty. 

In fact, it 1.ras used for the purpose of piling up difficulties in order to prevent 

the achievement of an under:sta.'J.ding, with the result that tho negotiations vrere 

delayed for many months. That obstacle has no\J been overcome. Article III of the 

L;onplete draft, based on tho principle of international control in accordance with the 

Statute of tho International Atorrric Energy .Agency (IAEA) and that .Agoncyr s safeguards 
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system will ensure that tho obligations nssUliiod by tho parties under articles I and II 

are carried out. Thus what night bo called the keystone of the futuro non-proliferation 

troc.ty has been successfully completed. 

10. Hy delegation appreciates tho care and precision brought to t he draftL'1g of the 

four paragraphs of article III to 0nsure that, with fully effective controls, any 

interference in the domestic affairs of States ru1d a~y obstacle t o t he economic and 

technological development of the parties to the treaty aro precluded. '\.fe also note 

with satisfaction the role to be asswnod by tho I nternational Atomic Energy .Agency in 

tho application of tho control, for which it will boar the entire respons ibility. 

ll. I now venture to turn to the problem of tho peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

This problem has always occupied a lQrgo place in our discussions. It arouses ever y­

\vhore a particular intor..:;st ~,rhich no one denies to be fully justified. The 

tochnologicnl progress achieved in this field has given a considerable impetus to tho 

peaceful application of t his nm.,r f orra of ener gy. Tho prospects for the future are 

still vaster -- so vast, it is said, that evan tho exports declare themselves surprised 

at the speed with -..rhich tho pencoful uso of atonic ener gy i s dClveloping, particularly 

in the production of electricity, ~~d rofrnin from :r.:t[king forecasts. The number of 

countries that hc.ve taken this course is already impressive . Others nrc about to 

take it. That is "rhy it would not be a~ exaggeration to scy t hat all the countries of 

the world, in one way or mlother , aro interested to the highest degree in the peaceful 

use of nuclear energy for their ocononic, scientif ic nnd soci3l development. 

12. Thoro is no doubt that Ho ere facing M irreversible process, which i s both a 

sign and t oken of the progress of huraan.i ty in tho atomic age. N evortheles s , in spite 

of all that '-10 have just said, it has to be notod that this process, t hough spectacular, 

i s fer from developing in tho climC'.td of co-operation that is nec essary to enable all 

countries to benefit :t;'rom tho progress of nodor n scionco. It is clc:mr, therefore, that 

tho countries which in this case are the l0ast favourod by t his ste.to of affairs are 

precisely those which have tho groo.tost need of assistance, na.iucly tho vast majority 

of t he countries of the "rorld. It i s a fact that in the present si tuati on most of the 

non-nuclear countries possess onl y very limitod capacity i n this respect, and that, 

despite tho activity ru1d tho praiseworthy effor ts of i::,ho Agency in Vienna, such 

co-operation betv10on Stntos as oxists is still inadequate and lacks , above all, a solid 

international base. 
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lJ. Without 11rishing to overostit1ato tho influence of tho non-proliferation treaty on 

the further dev-:.;lopmont of international co-opon'.tion in tho peo.ceful us e of nuclear 

'onorgy, I should like to express rry delegation's conviction t hat tho conclus ion of such 

a treaty will enable an i:mportar;t step t o be token in this direction. Cer tainly in 

this field, as in many others, tho treaty \vill provide significant now elements which 

1rdll soon exercise a positive influenco. ~le f ind tho reas ons f or t his c onvi ction in 

tho text of tho first p3ragraph of article IV, which ostablishos tho inalienable right 

of all tho parties to develop resonrch, production and usc of nuclear energy for 

peacc:ful purposes without discrimination. 

14. However, it is the s econd paragraph of article I V 1r1hich, i n our opinion , int roduces 

the n 01r1 elements to which I have just r ef erred. That is why I mako a point of stressing 

t ho passages v!hich s t ate that tho partiGs t o t ho trGaty have the right to partic ipatG 

in the fullest possible oxchm1go of scicmtific and t echnological inf ormati on, and that 

pnrtic s to tho treaty in H position to do s o shall also c ontribut e to tho f urther 

development of tho applications of nuclonr energy for peaceful purposes. 

15. On the one hand, thor o is thus based on tho treaty a right which ovory count r y 

'.Iill be able to us c without any restriction . This right is reinforced by enforceable 

obligations. On the othor hand, thor o aro obl i gations which create duties for tho 

more adv&'1ce d parties touards the others. Thus thG troaty i nsti tutos nm; f or ns of 

co-operation in tho peaceful use of nuclear on e:;r gy. To our knowledge f o\v i nternat ional 

instruments have been concoivod in s uch a spirit of bilatorc~ and nult ilaternl 

co-oper c.tion on a 1-Torld-:i.Jido scale in a fiel d of such importm1c o. 

16. Wit h r egard to nuclear explosions f or poacoful purposos , wu s hare t ho opi nion, 

which s eems t o us t o be tha t of the majority, t hat t hi s i s "'- special question o..Yld t hat 

tho solution pr oposed by article V of t ho drclt t r eaty s houl d moot any pos s i ble 

r equirements of thi s natura . He pl ace beyond oll s uspi ci on t ho sinc erity and good 

fd th of those count rios r opr osentod on t h i s Cor:rr:rl tteo which havo dooJ.t 'vith thi s 

probl em in tho way \.J'G knoH. But it sooras to us qui t o cl early i mpossibl e to adDi t and 

to includ e i n the non-pr olifer ati on tre at y t ho r i ght t o nanufac t uro nuclear devic es and 

to carr y out nuclo8r explos i ons . Thor o i s no question i n thi s cc.s o of denyi ng a right ; 

nor should t ho prohib i t i on of all o.cti vity of this nc.tur o be r ogcxded as an inf r action 

of that right. Account i s t a.kon of a state of facts -\vhi ch, f or r oasons whi ch cannot 

be r efuted and \vhich have boon c:Arplc,i nod her o a t l ength, r ondor s the nanufacturo of 

nucl ear devices incompatible vrit h a non-proliferat i on t reaty. 
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17. Tho revised ond completed drdt cont;u.ins 11 no1r1 u.rticlo VI in accordanco 111i th 

~>Jhich tho parties undcrtcJw to pursue ncgotintiol:!s on effoctivo moo.sur es of dis::!.I'mamont. 

Thus this text embodies and tra.11.sforrr, h1to a formcl comraitment the declaration of 

intention included. in tho pr01li:J.ble. ~kl fully understand thc,t a formal co:m.tl.i tmont to 

negotiate is still far from being a co1::nitmont regarding specific measures vJhich most 

d0logations, including our o~.-m, would have liked to sou included in tho treaty. But it 

was abundantly cloe:.r fran the beginning of t.he discussion thnt any c,ttempt to link the 

non-proliferc.tion troaty to specific moasuros of nuclear disarmamcmt would run into 

insurmounto.blo difficulties at this stage of tho nogotiations. It -vms to be feared 

that thoy could delay the discussion and even causa it to break down. 

18. My delogo.tion has al~orays maintainod that tho non-proliforo.tion treaty is not an 

end in itself but a stago in tho disarmament negotiations. Tho addition of article VI 

strengthens the hope which we place in tho non-proliferation treaty as a major step 

to\vards the solution of other topical problems ui th which we are concerned. Unless I 

am mistoken, this is thG first time for a v ory long while the..t account has boon taken 

of legal commitments of this nature; because of that, tho process of disarmc.ment is 

given a no\f political end loge.l basis in tho .form of an international instrument 

committing the parties -- 3ll tho parties -- to the treaty to pursue negotiations. 

19. Tho Bulgnrinn dolego.tion approves tho compl.ct o troo.ty vJhich has boon submittod to 

us. This drn.ft is tho f ruit of constant offorts mo.do for nearly throe years since the 

first draft vras submitted in 1965 (ENDC/152). That mcru1s that every sontoncc and every 

word in the text has boon thoroughly thought ovor end vmighod. In our opinion this 

draft provides in i ts form w1d in its content the solution to tho problom to whi ch tho 

Conferance of tho Ei ght oen- Hation Comr,littoo on Disnrmauont has devotod, i f I have counted 

corroctly, more then onG hundrod and twenty uootings. In our opinion this draft 

provides the assuro.nco that t ho treaty 1~1on implcucntod as ·wc hope it will bo 

\-rill put Dl1 end, under effective international control, to t ho proliferation of nuclear 

11eapons. That i s a point which, I boliovo, no one cBJl doubt. Tho treaty -- Dlld I mGru1 

this treaty -- 1dll pave tho way to extensive i nternationcl co-operation in the peaceful 

uses of nucl ear onar gy, and will onablo tho nogotiations on disarmancnt problems to move 

out of tho stagnation in vihich t hey f i nd thorusolvos precisely because of t he delay in 

solving tho non-proliferation pr oblem. 

~· . ·-· ; . ' .. ,, 
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20. Nor is thuro 211.y doubt that, in the serious international situation in '\.Jhich tho 

Horld is engulfed, tho agrocrJ.ent which uu hope 1>rill o:ma.nato from this room will hav0 

the most favourable repercussions and 1>rill contribute to a political detonte. To be 

convinced of this 1>re have only to note the intorcst and attention with '\.Jhich tho uork 

of tho Cor.nni ttoo has been followed since it rosru"Jod on 18 January. 

21. I havo c~rcady said that the Co:or.rl.ttco has dovotod more than ono hnndred and twonty 

meotings to thG quostion of non-proliferation. During those rJoetings tho problem has 

becn sift..:;d, most fully lliid meticulously oxm.rl.nod, dissoctod, discussed and studied 

in depth. No one ca.n claim that 2..ny particular aspect ho..s not boon studied sufficiently, 

or thc,t something has boon omitted,forgotton or loft unoxplo.inod. Nevortholoss, permit 

mo to so.y that it seems to no tho:t we have rather neglected to consider 1rrhat vwuld 

happen if tho nGgotiations on non-proliferation failed, if thoro 1wro no treaty a.nd 

free rein wore givon to tho proliferation of nuclear t-re.apons. 

22. I should nm1 like to rovort to a point which appears to us to bo of sono importance: 

rosolution 2346 A (XXII) of tho Gonoral Assembly of tho United Nations. Under that 

resolution tho Cornmi ttoo hc.s to subni t on or boforo Fk'U'ch 15 n comploto report on tho 

Hork it has accomplished. I shall not prosuno to interpret the Gonorcl Assombly 1 s 

intentions, but I do not think that in fixing that tino-liTn t tho Assor.1bly wished to 

reproach tho Cm~rr,rl. ttoo for its slo~cmoss. I believe rc.ther that thnt doc is ion was 

dictated by an incroasod o.u.aronoss of tho d.angor vJhich ·tho problem of proliferation of 

nuclear uoapons represents at tho present time, and of tho urgont need to put an end 

to it. 

23. Ovor tho past t:m yoars tho Uni tad Nations has been devoting constant nttontion to 

this probler.1. The inprossivo nuribor of dobatos and resolutions shows that tho problom 

hns never ceased to be in tho forofront of the Unitod Nations concerns. Yet tho dMgor 

grous evor more menacing. Spoo.king boforo tho Gonoral Assembly on 5 Docombor 1967, 

tho Diroctor-Gonoral of tho International Atomic E:norgy Agency snid (A/PV.l619, 

provisional, p.lJ) that by 1980 com1trios which at present havo no nuclear weapons 

1>lill bo producing 25 tons of plutonimJ annually, uhich uill bo sufficient to manufacture 

at least 100 borJbs per Hook. A brochure issued nt the ond of last yoar by tho United 

Nations Association of tho US!. statos that 11 sovon countries ••• could probably produce 

an atonic bomb Hithin eight nonths to tHo yoc.rs, onco tho initial docision to do so 

wore tnkon it. (Stopping tho Sprond of Nucloo.r Hoapons, p. 5) 
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24. Thorofare what th0 Gonoral Assembly passos on to tho CoLllllittoo by its resolution 

2346 A (XXII) is, in our opinior., an increased sonso of responsibility, o11d at the 

s2Jilo time the Cormittoo is cclled upon to act c.ccordingly. Tho Bulga.rinn delegation is 

firraly convinced that, \ll thin tho th1o-liLrl. t assigned to us, tho Comrai ttoc will be able 

·co carry out its task and fulfil tho hopes placed in this session. 

25. Before concluding my statonont I should like on bohalf of my delegation to 

associate rrysolf \lith tho wa.rm Hords of friendship t:md welcome addressed to tho no\1 

loader of tho dGlogation of Brazil, Hr. do .Araujo Castro, tho nm.J loader of tho 

delegation of India, :tv.ir. Husain, nnd to tho now lec.dor of the delegation of Mexico, 

J.l.1r. Gomez Robledo. It is most reassuring to kno\l tho.t uo shall be able to avail 

ourselves of their experience at such a decisive monont in tho vJOrk of tho Committee 

for tho conclusion of a treaty on tho non-proliforntion of nuclear weapons. 

Tho Conference decided to is suo tho follov1ing comn.unigue: 
11 Tho Conforonco of tho Eighteen-Nation Co1i1Bittoo on Disnr:nruaont today 

hold its 360th plono..ry mooting in tho Po.lais dos Nations, Genova, under tho 

chairmanship of U Kym.r Hin, roprosontative: of Burna. 

"A sto.temcnt was Tiade by the roprosentativo of Bulgario.. 

11 The next neoting of tho Coni'oronco will be hold on Thursday, 

l February 1968, o..t 10.30 a.m." 

Tho r.1oeting rose nt ll a.m. 




