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1. The CHAIRJ.V'iAN (Poland)~ I declare open the 386th plenary meeting of the 

C;.mference of the Eic:;hteen-Nativn CJr:Hni tt0e .m Disarmament. 

2. Mr. ECOBESCO (Romania) (translation from French) ~ If "We \Jere to try to choose 

a slogan for the Eighteen=Nation Committee on DisarmamentJ it seems to me that th8 most 

appropriate word in the present circumstances would be 11action11 • For it is precisely 

the need to act -- and to act energetically and rapidly -- that constitutes the 

imperative requirement of the times in which we live. 

3. The conclusion of the treaty on the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons (ENDC/226*), 

to whose negotiation the Committee made a substantial contribution, marks the first 

stage on the road towards elimination of the danger of the proliferation of the atom's 

destructive force. But this represents only one step. The next steps must be in line 

with the decisive movement leading to the delivery of mankind from the spectre of the 

nuclear danger. That is the conclusion to be drawn from the lengthy negotiations on the 

non-proliferation treaty. 

4. Thanks t o the constant efforts of a large number of States, including Roman~a, 

several provisions have been included in the treaty which make clear the link between 

that treaty and other disarmament measures th8.t must be taken. Those provisions are 

~~ell known to all of us who t oc:Jk part in their drefting. Hence we· d o not propose t o 

racnll all of them now. However, we consider that article VI -- the key article from 

the point of view of t he problems that concern us at present ~ must be particularly 

stressed. I have called it the key article because it establishas the commitmetit of 

the States parties to the treaty 

"···to pursue negotiations in good faith on effective measures r elating

to cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear 

disarmament, and on a treaty on general and completo disarmament under

strict and effective international control". 

The implications of that undertaking ar e both profound and manifold. 
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5. First of all, we have in mind the qualitatively new element ~hich, as was rightly 

pointed out by the Secretary-General of the United Nations, U Thant, appee.rs 11f or the 

first timEJ in history" (ENDC/PV.38l, para. 2) and consists in the fact that t he non

proliferation treaty lays on States a legal duty t o pursua their efforts t owards the 

achievement of disarmament. 

6. Next, it is indicated unequivocally that the primary objective to which our action 

should constantly be directed is general disarmament and, first and foremost , the 

cessation of the atomic arms race and the achievement of nuclclar disarmamGnt. Thus the 

fundamental option - general disarmament - is also esta.blished like~ise for the first 

time in f ormal mandat ory provisions. 

7. Thirdly, the article clearly defines the nature of the measures to be undertaken 

and stresses the criterion of their effectiveness. 

8. Fourthly, the article brings out very strikingly the urgancy :)f the disar mament 

measures on which we must come to an agreement ; and that is the el ement which 

necessitates the speeding of our work in this Committee . 

9. Another element in the provisions of articla VI r el et es t o continuity of 

negotiations~ which are concei ved and must be carried out in an uninterrupted pr ocess. 

10 . Lastly, t he obli gations referred t o in e.rticl0 VI show the extent of the 

r esponsibi l i ty of St at es , especial ly of the nuclear - weapon St at es, f or the adoption of 

radical disarmament measures •. 

ll. That is t he legal s etting which calls upon us t o take actbn, and indeed obliges 

us t o act . But t he legal bases which I have just mentioned ar e not and cannot be 

r ege.rded. as mere abstroctions. They st em fr om the understanding of the gr eat danger 

hanging over contempor ar-y civilization by reason of the existence of nuclear weapons. 

I t is a f act t hat the existing nuclear arsenals contain 'W eapons of such gr eat destructive 

power that, even i f only part of them wer e t o he unleashed, whol e countries and peoples 

. would be compl .et el y annihilat ed. The 'W or ld and each nation i n it cennot feel secure 

as long as t hose t er r ifying means of mas s destruction exist and can be used ei ther 
L . • • 

diractly or by accident, or as an instrument of t he pol i cy of pressure and t hr eat. 
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12, Hore:wer, it is a sad fact that the arms race, instead of baing halted, reaches 

each year .ever greater proportions. s o that le.rE;e resources and energies, S::J necessary 

f or the attainment of the noblo aspirat ions of man for progress and ~ell-being, are 

devoted to highly destructive ends. The international political climate and the 

development of peacaful co=operation between States are directly affected by the arms 

r ace- - that permanent.source of tension, suspicion and conflict. 

13. mhe triple demands of peace, security and general human progress consequently 

make i t even more necessary than ever before t o undertake joint efforts towards the 

Gttr:1inment of disarmament. and first and foremost of nuclear disar!llBment. -- the 
' 

fundamental desideratum of all peoples. Therefora we must immediately undertake broad 

measures of disarmament if we ~ish to see come about in tha world the decisive mutation 

which I would call the :'mutation of peace". 

14 •. Those ere the essential elements that determine the position of Romani a, which 

consists in firm support for measures designed t o achieve general disarm~ment and, ~bove 

all, nu.clear disarmament. To that end the most important and urgent measures, in the 

vi0 ·/ of the Roma:1ien Government, are the prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons, the 

c~ssation of nuclear-weapon teats, the cessation of the production of nuclear weapons 

and the reduction and ultimately the elimination of stockpiles of nuclear weapons and 

their delivery vehicles fr .)r;_ the ars8nals of States. The creation of denuclearized zones 

:In various parts of the world is also a part of the series of actions leadine t o that 

8r.'.d. The Romanian delegation favours a thorough consideration by our Committee of 

proposals designed to attain those objectives. 

15. \~ithin the framework of collateral measures our Committee has had before it on 

several :..;cessions the propos.al rel ating to the elimination of military bas es on foreign 

territory. Fureign military bases, wharaver they may be, aro .a source of tension a.nd 

conGern in the world and must be eliminated. It is not difficult to imagine the positive 

effects that ~~ould follow from the replacement of military bases by bases for scientific 

r·es•::mrch, f or training personnel, for technical assistance and co-operation, all contri

bu~ing to th8 economic and culture.l development af peoples. 
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16. In cempc.igning incessantly for tho outla\-Jine of all weapons of mass destruction, 

Romania declares itself in favour d strengthening the Geneva Prot:Jcol of 1925 for thE: 

prohibition of the use in "War of asphyxiatin[, poisonuus or ;JtlBr gases and of 

bacteriological methods of "Warfare. The path to be foll u"Wed is indicated by 

resolution 2162 B(XXI) of the United Nations General Assembly, "Which calls upon all 

States strictly to observe the principlos and objectives of the Protocol, condemns all 

actions contrary to those objectives and invites all States to accede to the 

Protoc ol (ENDC/185). 

17. The massive penetration of modern science and technoloey into the life of nations 

makes it possible to axtend man 1 s p::>w~r to fields "Which in the past "Were inaccessible . 

To the imposing achievement represented by the c onquest of outer space may no"W be added 

the daring plans to disc over the secrets of the seas and ~·ce~ms. The enormous 

resources of thc:J sea·-bed and the promising prospects of t heir utilization for the 

benefit of mankind justify the concern of the international community t o establish a 

system calculated to ensura the exclusively psaceful utilization of the SEli.:J·~bad and 

the ocean floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. C::msequently it is 

necessary to adopt meas ures t o prevent the intrusion of the military factor into that 

environment, 'Which is not yet contarninated. For that reason the Romanian delegation 

is in favour of prohibitin£ the use for military purposes of the sea-bed and the ocean 

floor beyond the limits of national j urisdictbn, and the conclusion of an a.ppropriate 

international instrument. 

18. Concerning regional measures t o contribute t u the strengthening of peace and the 

promotion of co-operation among nations, Romania, as a European country, attaches 

particular importance t ') and sho\-Js a constant concern f ur the achievement of European 

securitY, which i s the maj or desider atum of all the peoples of the continent and in 

"Which all mankind i s interested. 

19. As is 'Well kilo\-Jn~·many proposals and suggestions have been put f or"Ward f or 

achieving t hat objective 1 testifying both t o the special importance of the problem and 

t o the gro"Wing interest in f indint; the mDst appr opriate VJ nys and means of solving it. 

The essential premise on \.Jhich the proc:ress of the cause of European security depends 

i s the establishment of relations betVJ oen all Stat es on ne"W nnd sound basas 1 which makes 
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it imperatively necessary to respect unreservedly the right of all peoples to decide 

their o~n destiny. It follo~s that nothing can justify interference in the internal 

affairs of other peoples, and that the establishment of relations bet~een States based 

on re3pect for and the strict implementation of the principles of independence and 

sovereignty, of equality of rights and non-interference, is an absolute condition for 

avoiding international conflicts and ensuring a relaxation of tension and peace in 

Europe and the rest of the ~orld. 

20o Convinced that the establishment of a lasting system of peace and security in 

Europe must be the result of the joint efforts of all the nations of the Continent, 

~hether large or small, Romania is making its o~n contributio~ to that task ~hile 

~orking ~ith determination for the development of relations bet~een States in all fields 

as an essential factor for the creation of confidence and the improvement of the 

European political climate. The Romanian Government has declared and declares itself 

in favour of the liquidation of foroign military bases established on the territory 

of other States, in favour of the simultaneous abolition of the North Atlantic Treaty 

Alliance and of the Warsa~ Pact, and in favour of the ~ithdraVJal of all foreign troops 

ldthj_n their o~n national frontiers and of the adoption of effective measures calculated 

to lead to a military detente and to the reduction and elimination of the nuclear 

dsneer on the European continent. As Mr. Nicolae Ceausescu, Chairman of the Council of 

State of the Socialist Republic of Romania, stated recently~ 
11 •• , European security, the creation of relations on the basis of respect, 

of independence, Qf sovereignty, and of non~interference in internal affairs 

are not compatible ~ith the existence of foreign bases and foreign troops 

on tho tGrritory of other Statos, or -with military blocs. We must act to 

li(;uidat.e the vestiges of the cold ~ar ~ith all firmness and determination. 11 

~L. Tho development of events sho-ws strikingly that the achievement of European 

security requires the elimination step by step of the source.s of tension and the 

anachronistic situations -which prevent the unhindered development of co-operation; 

it requires the effective and fruitful discussion of unsettled problems, the careful 

identification and utilization of every opportunity of strengthening understanding 

and rapprochement amongst peoples. 
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~recisely why we consider that all 

(~x. Ecobesco, Romani~) 

States have the duty to act 

in such a way that the :£>r)cess ;.;f d.etente is n-.;t checked but 9 quite on the c-:.mtrary, 

is encouraged &nd brJadened by all means 9 so th;;;,t the countries of can make 

the most of their creative J,-DtentLJ.l wi thJut havin::.., t·J fear that their peaceful 

WQrk may be rendered vain by conflicts and wars. It is undeniable that any 

prjgress along the path leadine to the achievement of EurJpean security would have 

a favourable effect on the entire international situatL:m 9 would facilitate the 

sol uti on elf ) problems uf concern to humanity at thd present time, includine.; the 

problem of disarmament 9 and would promote the cause of i_;,Gneral peace and security. 

23. Those e.re the Vi3WS Jf the Romanian delegation 0n the substance of the problems 

that are before our CJmmittee at the present sta~e. I should like now to er~lain 

my delegatiJn's point ._,f viel'f on our prJgramme of work 9 which obviously must be 

drawn up. 

24. I do n,_:,t believe I exae;uerate when I say that never has this Committee had 

before it such a large number :)f proposals as at present. I am thinkine; above all 

of the memorandum of the Government :)f the Soviet Union of l July last, which was 

circulated as an official document (.ClillC/227) by the Soviet delegation at the opening 

of the present session and which embJdies proposals whose importance cannot escape 

anyone. I am referrine also "to the proposals c .. mtained in the message of President 

JohnsJn of the TJni ted States :Jf ... merica (ElillC/228), and to the StifS~estions put 

forward by the delegations of the United Kingdom (ENilC/PV. 381), Sweden (ENDC/PV. 383, 

385), and other States members of the Committee. 

25. The of. tha pr:Jgramme ·of work and the estci.blishment of ties appear 

in these circumstances to be an impvrtant -- I "rould even say an indispensable 

fact-or in the arrangement :>f our joint a.ctivi ties and efforts. It seems t.J me that 

Tve all a2::ree that 9 al thou5 h this is nc)t ·a very easy questicm 9 we shall nevertheless 

be able to settle it, and that quicker we du s.J the better it will be for our work. 

26. What are the criteria by which we oue;h t to ·be tSUided? Tha. t is a ;:>relimina.ry 

question which calls for an answer. In the opinLm of the R_;nEmiJ.n tion, it 

is necessary to place in the fore6rJund tho substantive criteria which derive from 

the very stipulations of tho documents defining th0 terms of referenc-e of the Cornmi ttee. 
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And this is quite l oe, ical if we realize tha t the j,)roe,ramme of wvrk is but the first 

step in .:)Ur ac ti vi ties v<i thin our terms of reference and a.imed at carrying them out. 

27. That being soj let us refer tu those resoluti ,ms of the General Assembly of 

the United Nati ons 1rhich lay down t he:: bases of our principal tasks. First there is 

r es olution 2342 B (XXII)j which reques t s th0 Committee "to resume a t the earliest 

possible date consideratLm of the question of ge~1eral and complete disarmament 

and ''to report on the probress achieved on the question of genera l and complete 

disarmament t o the General Assembly at its twenty-third sessi·on. 11 (E:NJ)C/210) 

There i s nJ need t o point out tha t by this resolution the General Assembly simply 

recalls the fundamental objective which should have been constantly discussed by 

this Committee and t o which unfortuna t ely the attention it deserves has no t been 

6iven for some ye ars . If this time again our Committee pr es ents a r eport merely 

stating thCJ.. t no meeting has been devoted t J gene r a l and comple t e disarmament 

"the most important question facine; the world t oclay", to repeat the terms of the 

vrell-known resolution 1378 (XIV) o f 20 1JJvember 1959 -- quite frankly I wonder how 

t hi s fact will be a.p:pr t.cised . 

2 Q v . I f general disarmament r emains our permanent task, its central component--

nuclaar disarmament -- demands the most urgent attention and must in c onsequence 

" 

have absolute pri ority. This is clearly indicated t o us by General Assembly r esolution 

2373 (XXII) of 12 June l ast 9 which r eques ts the C::Jmmittee urgently t o pursue 

nego t iations 

" on eff ective measures r e l a tint;;, to the cessation of t he nuclear arms 

* race a t an early date and t o nuclear dis armament ••• " (E:t:.fDC/226 ) 

Specifi c r esponsibilities devolve upon us i n this field in r espect of consideration 

of the question c) f the prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons and the conclusion 

of an appropriate international conventi on - - r esolution 2289 (XXII) of 8 Iecember 1967 

( ~1:JDC:/210) -- and t he elabor a tion of a trea ty prohibiting undGr ground t ests of 

a t ) mic weapons -- r esolution 2343 (XXII ) of 19 Dece1nber 1967 (ibid.). 

29 . AmonG collater a l measur es t he elimina t i on ~>f military bases .:m for e i gn 

t erritory has a special pla ce 7 i n conformity with General Assembly resol ution 

2344 (XXII ) (ibid.). Account mus t be taken also of other pr oposed partial measures, 
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both those -vrhich have already been brought to the attention of the Committee 

and those which may be submitted in the future. 

30. In the lic(ht of the criteria I have mentioned 9 the _prot;,ramme of work might 

comprise the followinc, main categories of problems:: 

(l) General and complete disarmament. 

(2) Measures rela.tin5 to the cessation of the nuclear arms race and to 

nuclear disarmament. 

One could also include in this second cate0 ory the proposals relating to the 

prohibiti.)n of the use of nuclear weapons; the prohibition of underground nuclear

weapon tests? the cessation of production 9 reduction and eliminatiun of the 

stockpiles of such weapons~ the limitation, reduction and elimination of nuclear

weapon delivery vehicles; the establishment af denuclearized zones. 

(3) Other measures. 

This third category would include elimination of militai'Y bases situated on foreign 

territory~ prohibition of flights beyond national boundaries of bombers carrying 

nuclear weapons; limitation of navigation zones for rocket-carrying submarines) 

prohibitiotl of the use of chemical and bacteriolotical weapons; prohibition of the 

use for military purposes of the sea-bed and the ocean flo.::>r beyond the limits 

of national jurisdiction] ret_;ional disarmament measures; methods ..:md arrangements 

concerning the use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes in accordance with the 

provisions of articles IV and V of the treaty on the non-proliferation of nuclear 

weapons. 

31. We realize, of course, that this represents an extensive prograrr@e, which will 

take longer to implement. Nor are we unaware thu,t th8 Committee's time at this 

session is very limited. But if we wish to bear in mind the General Assembly 

resolutions -- and I wonder if we should have the ri6ht to proceed in any other 

way-- and the numerous pro~osals which have been submitted to us for consideration, 

we shall have to accept the idea of a. complex programme which will form the basis 

of our negotiations throue;hout several sessions. In this way nCJt only the continuity 

of the Committee's work but also the perspective which it must have will be assured. 
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32. .tmother aspect connected <ri th or0aniza tion to which the Romanian delegation 

would like to draw attention is the pace of our work. As we see it 1 5iven the 

importance and urgency of the problems entrusted t ·o the Eighteen-Nation Commi t tee 

and the hopes of the peoples for the achievement without delay of new disarmament 

c:.::;reements -- and we must always k e ep this fact in mind -- there is a vi tal need 

f or the greatest possible intensification of the pace of our work. 

33. One solution mi~:;;ht be to increase the number of mGetinss each week -- f or 

example 1 fr vm two to three a week. 'rhis would lr,ake it possibl e t o devote one 

meeting a w-eek tv each of the catee;ories I have just outlined. Another p ossibility 

might be to establish a committee of the vrhole t o examine partial measures, while 

maintainint:S the two scheduled meetings, one to deal with t;eneral disarmament and 

the other with pr op osals for nuclear disarmament. I hope that no one will ob ject if 

I r ecall that at t he s tart of the ::ictivities of the ::Ei6 h teen-1Jation Committee a 

similar body v<as est,::.blished at the sugsestion e; f the Romanian delegation, and the 

ex-perience .J f that b ::;d;y mi 0 ht pr:Jve us eful t::; us now. After the concrete discussions 

wi:1ieh a.r e to f ollu'i'r the t:;en <.:: r c.l debates have made headway, C<.nd in s t ep •rith the 

pr ogress re e:,is tered on s 0me of the pr oposals , the Cu,nmi ttee will be .J.ble 'to 

concentrate its attention an these in priority. 

34. It mit::)1t z.lso be useful tu hold -- along with .:>fficial m·setine;s and even more 

frequently j oint unoffici al meetings ~ whi ch becaus e :J f their fl exibility can 

contribute t o the clarif i cation of pr oblems and t heref:Jr e t o t he promotion of 

under s t anding . 

35. I have stressed those as pects of ~rganization be caus e of my conviction t hat 

ne must do our bes t t o g ive an impe tus t o t he disarmament ne e;ctia·tions. w·e have 

express ed our opinion in this r egard f r ankly. H'Jwev er 9 i f it is considered 

t hat t he choice of o the r me thods of vJJrk could bette r serve t he a ims we a r e 

purs uing whil t: enablint;> us t o begi n a f ruitf ul dial o::Sue 

we are cer t a inly prepared t o take t he i11 in to account. 

which 1-1e favour --
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36. Mr. ROSHCHIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translation from 

Russian): Over tvo veeks have passed since the Eighteen-Nation Conmdttee on 

Disarmament resumed its vork. At the Conference an interesting debate on topical 

problems disarmament is developing, and various proposals are being put forvard 

concerning vays and means of carrying out the tasks confronting the Committee. Many 

delegations have manifested a desire to indicate and lay dovn a vay, by keeping to 

vhich it vould be possible to take constructive steps for the purpose of developing 

and consolidating the success achieved as a result of the elaboration of the treaty 

on the non-proliferation of nuclear veapons (m~DC/226*). The Soviet delegation is 

studying in the most attentive a~d thorough manner the proposals and considerations 

put forvard during the present discussion, being anxious to contribute in every possible 

vay to the successful vork of the Committee. 

37. We note that the Soviet Government memorandum (ENDC/227) of 1 July concerning some 

urgent measures for stopping the arms race and for disarmament, vhich vas submitted to 

the Eighteen-Nation Committee by the Soviet delegation on 16 July, has aroused 

considerable interest among many of the participants in these negotiations. We express 

the hope that the proposals contained in that document vill serve as a good basis for 

ensuring further progress in the vork of the Eighteen-Nation Committee. 

38. In accordance vith the provisions of article VI of the treaty on the non

proliferation of nuclear veapons and the recommendations of the General Assembly at its 

tventy-second session, the main task nov confronting us is that of conducting in a 

spirit of good vill negotiations vith the object of solving the problem of nuclear 

disarmament and diminishing the threat of a nuclear var. 

39. The Soviet Government memoranduu" on disarmm1ent focuses attention on problems of 

nuclear disarmament and of defending mankind against the threat of a nuclear var. 

The programrne of measures for nuclear disarmament vas elaborated by the Soviet Union 

vith due regard to the interests of all Statas advocating the prohibition and 

destruction of all nuclear veapons. 

~.0. The question of elaborating and concluding a convention prohibiting the use of 

nuclear veapons should, in our viev, occupy one of the central places in the work of the 

Eighteen-Nation Committee. We must deal vith this problem by virtue of the United 

Nations General Assembly recommendation. The Assembly, vhich considered this question 

on the initiative of the Soviet Union at its tventy-second session, expressed in 

resolution 2289 --
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II its conviction that it is essential to continue urgently the 

examination of the question of the prohibition of the·use of nuclear 

weapons and of the conclusion of an appropriate international convention.l' 

(.EI\fDC/210) 

The task facing this Committee is to respond to thctt resolution of the Unit ed Nations 

in a constructive spirit. 

41. Today, -when enormous stockpiles of nuclear weapons have be em c,ccumulateJ in the 

world and the international situoticn remains tense , the solution of the problem of a 

ban on tho use of nuclear weapons is especially urgont. TI1o disastrous consequences 

for mankind inherent in a war involving the use of atomic and hydrogen weapons, and 

tho immeasurable calamity c:.nd suffering it would bring to tho whole world, are commc.,n 

knowledge~·· The members of the Eighteen-Nation Coi11.'Lli ttee h elve a t their disposal the 

report of· the United Nations Secretary--General, U Thant, on the effects of the possible 

use of nuclei.r weapons (A/6858), prepared by a grou;) of ::.)rominent scientists from 

various countries in nccordcmco with resolution 2162 A (ENDC/185) n:lopted by the 

General As.sembly at its twenty-first session. That report gives a very lucid picture 

of the catastrophe which would befall mankind if a nuclear war viGr3 to·break out. 

42. The Soviet Governr.ient 1 s memora.'1dun proposes th~1t a draft convention on the 

prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons be discussed o.s a matter o.f high priority and 

that there should be an exchm1ge of 01Jinions on the convening of an international 

conference to sign an appropriate convention. Tho conclusion of a convention on the 

;Jrohibi tion of the use of nuclear woa;,)ons would 1Je of ~~roa.t ir.1portance ·for ensuring 

international security and would be a sound prerequisite for the cccomplishment of other 

r.!Gasures in the field of nucleo.r disarmwaent. 

43. At the twenty-second session of the General Assembly tho Soviet Union submitted a 

specific document on this problem, a draft convention on thG iJrohibi tion of the use of 

nuclear weapons (A/6834 ), with a view to making a practical contribution towards the 

speedy solution of this iraportant problem. The Soviet Government ~)roposej that each 

State si~rnatory to the convention should assume the obligation not to use nuclear weapons, 

not to threaten any Sto.te with their uso, nor to incite other St ates to use such weapons. 

Under Gencral .Assembly r e solution 2289 (XXII) (El'WC/210 ) the draft convention was 

transmitted to the Eighteen-Nation Conm.ittee and is now at the c~iSl)Osal of the participants 

in our negotiations. 
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44. The Soviet delegation would like to remind the Co:r..mittoo that the General Assembly, 

at .its sixteenth session in 1961, upon the initiative of Ethiopia and other African 

and Asian St ates, adopted the Declaration on the prohibition of the use of nuclear 

aYld thermo-nuclear WGa:;_:Jons. That Declaration is, I 8lll sure, well lmown to all of 

us but I should like to recall its text. It states: · 
11 (a) The use of nuclear anrl thermo-nuclear weapons is contrary to the spirit, 

letter and aims of the United Nations and, as such, a direct violation of the 

Charter of the United Nations;a 

11 (d) Any State using nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons is to be considered 

as violating the Charter of the United Nations, as acting contrary to the laws 

of humanity and as cor.unitting a crime against mankind ancl civilization;rr 

(General Assembly resolution 1653 (XVI)). 

45. Thus the United Nations has already outlawed nuclear weapons as threat eni ng the 

whole of mankind. This United Nations r ecommendation expresses the will of the peoples 

of the world to ban the use of nuclear weapons, ancl all nations are called upon to act 

in accordance with it. Our task t oday is to establish the provisions of the 

Declaration banning the use of nucl ear VJeapons in the f orm of an international treaty. 

46. The conclusion of an international convention on the prohibition of the use of 

nuclear weapons would be a deterrent to t hose who might be disposed to resort to 

nuclear bombs and missiles. Such an agreement would develop and give concrete expression 

t o the obligati on of St at es to refrain in their r elations· from the use or threat of f orce , 

as laid down in the United Nations Charter, by extending this obligation to atomic and 

hydrogen wealJOns, which are today the most dangerous means of warfare . 

4 7. The ):Jroposal to conclu<le a convention banning the use of nuclear weapons enj oys 

HiC:lo support. The representatives of many countries both in the United Nations and in 

t he Eight een-Nation Committ ee have been urging for a long time the speedy soluti on of 

this import ant question . At our Conference the del egations of socialist countries -

~oland, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria and Romania -- have r epeatedly advocated the conclusion 

of a convention without d.elay. The rel)r esentatives of Ethiopi a , Hexico, the United 

Arab H.epubli c , India and other non-aligned States l)ar ticipating in the work of our 

Conference have also expressed their support for the idea of pr ohibiting the use of 

nuclear weapons . The interest of the peoples and of the overwhelming majority of 
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countries in prohibition of the use nuclear wea~Jons consti tutos the basis on which 

the Eighteen-Nation Committee should conduct negotiations in ardor to achieve an 

agreement on this question. 

48. However, in his statement at the 38lst meeting of our Committee held on 16 July 

the representative of the United llingdom, 1~. l1ulley, questioned the oxpeJiency of 

concluding a convention on tho prohibition of the use of nuclo.:J.r weapons. He stated 

that such a prohibition would not the world the possible use of nuclear 

weaj_Jons in an armed conflict, anl, what is more, that a convenU.on on the prohibition 

of the use of nuclear wea~Jons 0 would not •• , contribute to security; it could well 

im~)air it ••• 11 (~DC/PV .381, para. 70). Can W8 consider such an arguj_11ent to be 

substantiated? After all, it is dispute that the best guarantee of the reliability 

of any agreement is the interest of the parties in such an agreement. That fully applies 

also to a treaty banning the use of nuclear weapons. p:overnments sh6'W their 

willing-ness to conclulle a convention regarding the usc of nuclear weapons, one 

assured that such an agreement will be effective. 

rest 

~.9. There are examples in history when there was no resort to certain kinds of weapons 

because their use had been banned by international a;_::reements. Poison gases anu toxic 

substances destroyed thousands of in the First HorlJ. l,Jar, but they were not used 

in the Second \tJorld ·vJar, when the GenGva Protocol of 1925 prohibiting the use of chemical 

and bacteriological weapons was in existence. 

50. Nor can we agree with another argumc,mt of tho United Kingdom representative, 

according to which "the only ••• way to remove the danger of nuclear war is by general 

and complete disarmament uncler effective international controJil (J:..l_:;id., para. 71). 

One night conclude from that statement that we should not take any ?artial steps at 

towards disarmament arhJ. a dirrJ.nution of the threat of war. If that is so, does it not 

remind one of the well-lmown thesis of "all er nothingn, which, 

basis of our negotiations, coulc1 block progress in the 

it were to form the 

of Jisarmament? 

5.1. We, of course, base ourselves on the premise that the conclusion of a convention on 

the prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons is not an end in itself, after the 

achievement of which a halt could be On the contrary, such ar1 agreement, just 

like the treaty nuclear weapon tests in the three enviro11ments (ENDC/100/Rev.l) 

or the non-proliferation treaty, is regarded by the Soviet Union as a step towards the 

complete prohibition and destruction of such weapons, as a measure leading to general and 



ElillC/PV. 386 
17 

(¥rr. Roshchin, USSR) 

complete disarmament. The l'hnister of F Jreign il.ffairs of the Soviet Uni .m 1 

lVlr. A.A. Gromyko , when pu t ting f orward at the t went y-second session of the General 

Assembly the ::;>roposal of the; USSR f or the conclus ion of an international convention 

j)rohibiting the use of nuclear weal.)ons , declared. that --

" ••• the Soviet Uni .Jn is J:lr oposing that nuclear weapons be d0ne away vd th 

p olitica lly and that the r oad f urther? t owards thei r physical scrapping 9 be 

sought now." (A/PV.l563, ;provisional, p.66 ). 

52. The draft convention prJposed by the S:wie t Uni .. m contains a special article --

article 2 -- which f ormulates the obl i2;a tions of the parties to the convention as 

f olL)WS g 

t o make evary e ffort t,J arrive as sGon as p::Jssible at agreement on the 

cessation of pr oduction cind the destruction of all stockpiles of nuclear 

weapons in confJr mi ty with a treaty )n 6 ene r a l and complete disarmament under 

effe ctive inter na.ti:m al cont r ol." (A/6834 ) 

53. I should like also t o remind the Committee tha t General Assembly resol u tion 

2164 (XXI) on the conveni ng ·J f a c .. m f erence f .:.; r the purp:;se of signint; a c ;;nv ention 

on t he pr ohi bition cJ f t he use .. )f nucl ear and ther monucle&.r weapons points out tha t 

"... the s i t:,n i n t,:o of a C;Jnven t i :m on t he pr oh i bi ti:m of the use of nucl ear 

and thermonucl ear we a.lJDns would :.srea t ly f acili te1 t e nego tiations :m (Seneral 

and compl e t e dis armament under e ffective inter nationa l control and ~iva 

f urther i mpe t us t ,1 t he sear ch f ) r a sol uti m of the urcent pr obl em of nucl ear 

disar mament ." (El'JDC/185 ) 

54 . We e xpr ess the hope t he!. t the me mbers of the Ei e,hteen-Nation Commi t tee wi ll i;:; ive 

thor ough cons ider a tion t o the pr oblem of t ha prohibition :.;f the us e of nuclear weapons 

s o that i t ma y pr ove possible t o r each an a6 r eement in t his i mportant f ield. The 

S:.;vie t del egation pr oposes that t he Ei5hteen-Na tion Commit t ee , hav i ng cons i dered t he 

ques tion of banning the use of nuclear weapons , s h oul d e l aborate specif i c 

r ecommenda ti :.m s i n tha t r e<)1r d f or s ubmi ssi :.m t .. ; the t wenty-thir d ses s i :.;n of the 

United Nati.Jns Ganeral As sembly. 

55 . The questL:m )f banninu under c_;r Jund exJ)l os i Jns f or tas tinr::, nuclear wec.:p ons i s 

an i mpJrtant a spect of t he :pr-Jbl em Jf nucl ear dis ar mamen t . .A comprehensive ban on 
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nucloar-we~~on tests w~uld hclr tJ a considor~blo extent towards restricting the 

arms race, es~ecially in rs 6 ~rd t2 im)rovemonts and the creation of now and more 

56. Ikst cjf th<; dele,_;.:,ti ;n;;o tL.T ho.ve s:;cok<;;n cLurin tlE current session of our 

w, after tho ~onclusian ~f the non-;roliferation 

treaty, the ~uostion of the prohibitiJri of under0round testB has quite lo~ically 

and naturally moved into ono of the foremost ~laces in the aGenda of the disarmament 

has Jnoo at.>in stressed. in its ilJGi:i\.lranclum that --

bannin0 of undergrcmnC: nuclear-woa~on tus ts Jn th•s bc_tsis ..:f the; use .Jf 

natLmal Gle,ms Jf detoctim t c.;ntrol :,bservance of the ban." (ElTDC/227, .1='•3). 

57. It seems to us that the attam~ts of certain countries to hinder the adoptiJn 

of a constructive decisiJn re~ardinb tho prohibiti~n of underground nuclear tests on 

the pretext that there is ~ n0od fJr some sort ~f internatiJnal contr~l and ~n-

site ins]:JGcti:Jns :_tre r.wrol;y an exJ.,,Tc:ssi:m 0f the fact th.:d certai11 e:,overn;nents aro 

natiun;:~l soiswic instrw;;snts 9 ~ractico.lly n: coun-ery cc,n c.:1rr;y out an underc:;round 

nucleu,r-woa_pJn e:x::t:l siJn secretly witlnut incurrin.:_, the:; risk 0f beint_, exposed L!.s 2, 

violator of an im:pJrtant internati~nal a 5 r08lli0nt. The only thin~ needed to reach 

decisi Jn by 0 overnL1ents -- 2nc~ ~ri;Jarily thJSG ;f the nucle--r P-::>wers -- to :put an 

end to such nucle~r tests onoo and for all. 

58. In that c0nnexion I should like to rofor t~ that pa~t of the statement made by 

the reJ.JresEmt~ctive ,)f the Uni t;:;;u Kinc~=lJi;l 9 i'~• LuJ.ley 9 which dc:,als ui th the question 

of und0rground nuclci.,r tosts c~~TDC/PV.381 9 l)aras. 74 dt seq_.). :B'irst of all it has 

control commission for control over the observance Jf an a 0 reement were 9 once a~ain, 

based .m the ide.c, Jf intern..ctim..:l insr'ectim. Thc..t was quite rightly brouGht tu 

our o, ttention by th0 re}-J.'Osonto. ti ve Ji S-vredGn, I•.lrs. Myrdal 9 in hor vei'y in ter0s tinG 
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Mr. Mulley' s proposal ·:;f a c·Jmmit ,eo seems t u presuppos~:;; that obligatory 

inspection in l oco is a necassary element :Jf a comprehensive test~ban control 

system." (ENDC/PV.J85. pe.ra.l7) 

59. Consequently the basis on -which that prop,)sa l of the United Kingdom delegation 

rests remains the same, namely international on-site inspection. That approach 

I should like to call the attanti•on uf th.:: members of the Committee to the fact 

is contrsry to the position repentedly stat0d by us which is t hat control ~)ver the 

observance of an undergroLUld t e st-ban treat y can and must be carried out by national 

means of detection. As all of you have notad, our memorendwn of l July reiterates 

once agvin the apprm<ch which -we have repaBtedly odvocBted in the Eic.hteen-Nati::m 

Committee and in other internatiJnal forums, includint sessions 0f the United Nations 

General Assembly . 

60 . Let us t nke an other United Kingdom pr .Jp Jsal -- that of '3stablishing nuclear 

test quotas on a descending scale .:wer a peri:Jd :Jf f::Jur )r five years (ENDC/PV .381, 

para.??). That pr:::>pcsal lik0wise does net in our view facilitate a spaedy conclusion 

of an a~:;reement on the cessation of undore;r oLUld nuclear tests. Instead of putting 

an end to such explosions in t he ver y near future , it is s ut;gested t hnt we postpone 

cessation f or a prolonged period of f:Jur t o five years, -wher ea s mtmy c uLUltries 

justifiably call f or an iilli-nediat·c? s olutivn af this impurtant and ur·gcnt international 

probl em. 

61. \-Je believe that tho conclusion Jf the treaty on non-proliferation of nuclear 

weapons opens up ne-w possibilities for the cassation Jf all tests of such weap:.ms. 

For its part the Suviet Union will strive f ,,r tha speedy achievement of this aim. 

62. The S::>viet Union, in advoceting the occJmplishment .Jf such measures as e ban on 

the use of nucl8ar -weapons and tho cessation :)f underground nuclear tests, propos es 

at the same time t hat e;reat attentiJn should also be dEJV,)t ed in our negotiations t o 

the broader aspects of nucle£lr disarmament. Wu advucct e th8 complet e Glimination of 

nuclear weapons a s such, and the 0xclusLm once and f ,)r all ,)f the threat :Jf nuclear 

war fr om t he lifo uf mankind. 
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63. However complicatod the probler.1s of nuclear dir3arma'11ent m.ay bG , we :must seek 

mutually-acceptable w~ys for their solutio~. Today, when as the rasult of prolonged 

ne~otiations a number of agreements a i r.1e:::1 at chocking the arms re.ce have alrea1y been 

achieved, Statos have ac:cwnulo.ted useful ezperiei1c:o 1...rhlch perm.its 1.1·8 to hope for the 
•. 1: 

solution of other more complicated problems concel~ning disarmrunent. 

64. In its memorandum of l July thG Soviet Government proposed to all nuclear Power;; 

to enter without delo.y into nec;otiations for sto;_Jping the manufc:cture of nuclec.r 

weapons, the reduction of their stockpiles, anJ tho S1J.bsoqusnt com.j!lete prohibition 

and elirirl.nation of nuclear wea1xms unde1· a;)~)ropriate international control. The 

Soviet Government has declareJ. that it is prepared to st8.I't such negotiations at r.my 

moment. The Soviet side believes t hat an attempt c~uld and ought to be macle to e,rri ve 

at an agreement on the whole of tho measures leu.dinc; to the eliminat ion of nuclear 

weapons a s well as on some of them which are directed towar:ls this ai m. 

65. The proposals of the .Soviet Government on the pl~oblems of nuclear disarmament~, 

conta'in.::Jd in our memorandum, reflect tho G.osiro of' tho Sovi e t U:1ion to ensure progress 

in reachi~g a broad ag:::-eement on the elimination of nuclear weapons md thus· to achieve 

the accomplishr;;.ent cf thB aims and nblie;ations set forth in article VI and the preamble 

to t he treaty on t he non-prolif eration of nuclear weapo~s . \·Ja b-sliovo that the 

Eighteen.-ifation CorrJllittee on Disarmament, in whose work three of the nuclear Powers 

are participating , could unJoubto,Uy. tnake a valu ctbl e contribution towards solving the 

problems concerning the cessati on of t he nuclear arrw ro.ce. 

66. Those are some cons iderations of the Sovi e t delegation relating to t he tasks 

confronting the ps.rticipants in thonegotie.t.ions in the· Eighteen-Nation Committee in 

the light of articl e VI of the treaty on the non-prolif er ati on of nuclear weapons . 

The consistent implementation of tha t agreement will lJrovide all t ho :parties to it·, anJ 

fir st and foremost tho non-nuclear States , wit h considerable advarrLages, from the point 

of view of a Inore thorou gh and nil-round utilization of the benefits derived from the 

)eeceful uses of nuclear enorg-.1. In this connoxion we should like to eX1_)ress our full 

agreement with the statement mudo ~)y t he representative of Pola.l1d, :tvlr. Jaroszek, at the 

meeting of the Comnli ttee on 30 July wh,:m he sdd that ··-



ENDC/PV. 386 
21 

(Mr. Roshchin, USSR) 
ll as a result of the joint effort made by the nuclear-weapon and non-nuclear-... 
weapon States, the international community has been given an. important 

instrwuent of co-operation, not only in the field of disarmament but also with 

regard to the peaceful applications of nuclear energy". (ENDCLPV.385, para.60) 

67. Today in connexion with tho non-proliferation treaty there is in many countries 

21!. awakening of interest in the new and promisinG field of the constructive application 

of nuclear energy, such as the use of nuclear explosions for carrying out engineering 

works, large earth works and mining operations. .Although the development of this 

field of the peaceful uses of the atom is still in its initial stages, we shall have 

to elaborate in the very near future, in accordance with article V of the non

proliferation treaty, international procedures for nuclear explosions for peaceful 

purposes, The importance of an appropriate preliminary study of this question has 

been pointed out in the statements made by many representatives, in particular by the 

representatives of Czechoslovakia, the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada and 

Sweden. Some specific proposals have also been made concerning the implementation of 

article V of the non-proliferation treaty. We are giving serious consideration to 

this question, 'vle are studying attentively the views and proposals put forward in 

this connexion. 

63. In conclusion we should like to emphasize once again that the submission for the 

consideration of the Committee of the memorandum on some urgent measures for stopping 

the arms race and for disarmament is a manifestation of the Soviet Unionls resolve to 

conduct serious and businesslike negotiations aimed at achieving agreement on disarmament 

questions. The Soviet delegation is prepared to study most carefully anJ to discuss 

also the proposals of other countries in this field. A good many such proposals have 

already been made during the present session of the Committee. These have been put 

forward in ihe statements of Bulgaria (ENDC/PV. 383), Czechoslovakia (ibid.), ?oland 

(ENDC/PV.385), the United States (ENDC/PV.J81, 384), tho United Kingdom (ENDC/PV.381), 

C2nada (rnDC/PV.382), Sweden (ENDC/PV.383, 385) and Italy (ENDC/PV.385). And today 

we heard a number of very important proposals by the representative of Romania. No 

doubt other members of the Committee will put forward their views on ways of solving 

the problems confronting us. 
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69. The represe~Ytat.:ives of a number of States suggested in their statements that 

the Committee should deterrnin8 the order of its work by singling out an appropriate 

range of questions which could. be considered in priority. Great attention was also 

devoted to this question by the representative of Romania in his speech today. We 

share the desire of the delegations to secure the maximum efficiency in the work of 

the Committee, and 11e hope that by our common efforts we shall succeed in organizing 

our activities in such a \-lay as c.o help us to make progress most successfully in 

solving the pro)J::'_ems before tho Committee. 

70. It is obvious -~- and this is the firm con7iction of the Soviet delegation -

that any progress in our taJks is indissolubly linked to the speed with which we 

succeed in ensuring the entry into force of the treaty on the non-proliferation of 

nuclear \\eapons. During our work here a number of other States have adhered to the 

treaty. Among them are Canada and Mexico, which are members of our Committee. All 

of us, oi' course, greatly 14elcome their adherence. So far about seventy governments 

h'3vG sicm:d the treaty, and 1wrld public opir.ion expects other countries to follow 

e.t:it. 

. , 
y~_::'e:.'l~~'cs;,._sl~cided to isoue the following commun1que ~ 

11Tha Conieronce of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament today 

held its .386th plenary meat:i.ng in the Palais des Nations, Geneva, under the 

chairmanship of H.E. Ambassactor H. Jaroszek, representative of the Polish 

People's Republic. 

llStatements ~-Jere made by the representatives of Romania and the Soviet 

Union. 
11The next !IIGeting of the Comm5.ttee 1~ill be held Dn Tuesday, 6 August 1968, 

at 10.30 a.m." 

Ihe meetin~ rose at 11.45 a.m. 




