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I. IKTRODUCTIOWN

1. The General Assembly, in paragraph 8 of its resolution 34/201 of

19 December 197¢ on multilsteral development assistance for the exploitation of
natural resources, asked the Secretary-General to request the Director-General for
Development and International Economic Co-operation to take the action necessary to
co-ordinate the ongoing activities of the United Hations system in the field of
technology transfer, taking into account the relevant recommendaticns of the United
Nations Conference on Science and Technolopy for Development, 1/ which were approved
by Cenerel Assembly resolution 34/218, and to renort to the General Assembly at its
thirty-fifth session. This report responds to that request and, in accordance with
the scope of resclution 34/201, is limited to the field of natural resources.

2. In its resolution 32/176 of 19 December 1977, the General Assembly reguested
the Secretary-General to prepare, with the assistance of a group of high-level
experts, a report on the availability of mechanisms for the transfer of technolegy
te developing countries for the exploration and expleoitetion of natural resources.
Fursuant to this, the Secretary-General nresented a report to the thirty-third
session of the General Assembly entitled "I"ultilateral development assistance for
the exploration of natural rescurces” (A/33/256) based on a paper prepared by a
group of exrperis on mineral an? enerpy explcoration in developing countries.

3. ¥ith respect to the transfer of technology, the sroup of experts was of the
opinion that:

"... an approvriste framework should be devised to co-ordinate assistance
activities. At the interrovernmental level, this task could avpropriately
be undertaken by the Committee on Faturel Rescurces of the Reonormic and
Social Council. Vithin the United Yations svystem a central role
should be assigned to the Devartment of Technical Co-operaticon for Development
and, in particular to its Centre for FWatural Rescurces, Fnergy and Transport',

4. The Gereral Assembly, in its resolution 33/194, took note of the Secretary-
General’s renort and decided the following:

"..o. in the light of the imvortance for develovping cowuntries of the transfer
ol the technologies reguired for natural resources exploration and
expleoitation, that the Committee on MNatursl Rescurces and the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Develooment should review the recommendations
concerning the transfer of technology in the natural resources field”.

S In the Secretary-General's report to the sixth session of the Committee on
Tatural Resources (E/C.7/100) entitled "Transfer of technolosv: review of
recommendations of the group of experts on multilateral develonment assistance for
the exploration of natural resources”, the Cormittee was invited to endorse the

1/ Bee Report of the United Nations Conference on Science and Technolosy
for Develonment, Vienna, 20-31 fugust 1979 (United Nations vpublication, Sales
Fo. P.T79.1.21 and cor‘rigenda)3 rara. 103.
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pronosals of the groun of experts that steps he taken to co-ordinate assistance

to develoving countries and to establish guidelines for technology transfer, throush
gopropriate bodies within the 'mited Fetions system. The Cormitiee took note of

the Secretarv-feneral's revort and decided to delay its decision until after

the United Fations Conference on Science and Technolory for Development.

IT, INTERSECTORAL CO-ORDIMATIOCHT

6. It will be recalled that, in document E/1978/14k, the Administrative Committee
on Co-ordination (ACC) had reperted on the progress made in streamlining its
subsidiary machinerr, Tn that rewort the Reonomic and Social Council 2nd the
General Asgembly had heen informed of the estahlishment of the Consultative
Committee on Substsntive Questions (0030} which would have twe organizationally
distinct components dealing with wroprarme and related nolicy matters {CCS0-PROG)
and overational activities (C0SQ-0PS). The report had indicated that one of the
tagks which would devolve on the new body dealing with wnrogromme matters would be
in the area of transfcr of technology (ibid., vara. 19). In eddition, it

could be expected that CCSE-0FS would concern itself with any co~ordination
isgues which misht arise in operational terms in this particuler ficld.

T. These new organizaticnal entities have been established relatively recently
but it would aprear that they possess the capacity to deal with preoblems at the
global level which might arise in thiz field. The Director-General exvects to

make full use of the facilities provided by these consultative entities to assist
him in ensuring the necessary cc--ordination arong the organizations of the system.
In addition to the consultative committees, it should alsc ve noted that ACC

at its first repulsr session in 1990 (ACC/1980/TTC/1-T7) asgreed to the establishment
of a task force on science and technoleogy for development whose functions,

inter alia, would he "to advise and assist the Director-Ceneral for Development

and Internaticonal Ieonomic Co-omeration, as required, on a continuous and systematic
bagls in relation to the responsibilities assigned to hir in the Vienna Programme
of Action’. This new task foree would alsc seem Lo be an appronriate mechanism
threugh which activities of the United Fations syvstem in technology transfer in

the area of natural resources may be co-ordinated as reguired.

8. For effective co-ordination at the country level, the responsible United
Fations officials could be of considerable assistance to Governments, 2t their
reguest, in attempting to ensure the application of intesrated and compatible
policies in repard to United Nations svstem-wide activities involving the choice,
acquisiticn and transfer of technolowy. In this connexion, paragraph 34 of the
annex to resolution 32/197 entrusted to a single official at the country level the
"over-all responsibility for, and co-crdination of, operational activities for
developrent carried out at the country level”. The General fAssembly, in naragraph
8 of its resolutica 2W/213 of 19 December 1079 on the implerentation of section 5
of the afcrementioned resclution, requested the Secretary-General, inter alis, to
proceed with the designation of these resident co-ordinators. The Secretary-General
has reported to the second rezular session of 1880 of the Economic and Social

Jees
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Council on the progress being mede in the designation of resident co-ordinators
(E/1980/3%}.  Once the svystem is fully in nlace, it could be a modality for
enhencing the co-ordination of the activities of the Inited Hations system in the

ficld of the transfer of technolosy at the country level.

11T, SECTORAL CO-0ORDIMATION

A, Vater resources

9. Following the United Hations Water Conference, g/ co~ordinaticon in the field
of water resources is presently carried out throush the Intersecretariat Group
for ater Rescources esteblished by ACC through its Consultative Committee on
Zubstantive Questions (nrograrme matters). The Groun, which replaces the ACC
Sub-Committes on Water Resources Develooment and subsequent ad hoe meetings, was
established in resnonse to paragraph 4 of Dconomic end Social Council resolution
1979/68 in which ACC, the crganizations undertaking water-related activities and,
whasre appropriate, the regional commissions, were regquested to make the necessary
arrangements for intensifying interorseanizstional co-crdination and cc-cperation,
pending review of the terms of reference of & provosed Interagency Water Board

ty the Cormittee on Fatural Resources at its seventh resular session (18 to

27 Tav 1081).

1G.  The Intersecretariot Group is currently involved in elsborating procedures
by which the creanizations and regional commissions could provide essential
support for the periodic intergovernmental review of the Mar del Plata fection
Flan. TIn order to enable Governments to review the implementation of the Action
Plan, the United Fations systen would need to co-operate closely in gathering,
analysing and disseminating the relevant data. Tt is proposed to design a
questionnaire to gather such information, and detailed consideration has been given
to ite seope and content and the frequency of data gathering. Once agreed, the
guestionnaire would bhe transmitted to Goverrments by the Secretary-General on
behalf of the crganizations of the United Mations carrying out water-related
activities.

11. Tn acddition. pursuant to Feonomic sand Social Council resolutions 1057 B (LIX)
and 2116 (L¥ITT), a »rogravme for a corprehensive plan of action in the field of
water rescurces will be prepared for the next session of the Committee on Fatural
Rescurces in 1981. The efforts heings undertaken have evolved from reports
containing s mere summary of prograrmes to & rore analvtical approach desisned to
identify and build upon the interrelationships of the activities of the various
organizations in the syster which in turn could lead to joint action in specific
areaz. Thege procedures are designed to offer o nragmatic approach to joint
planning in the area of water rescurces develomment commensurate with availsble
possibilities,

12. As rerards o permanent machinery for intersecretariat co-operation, the
Commitiee on Watural Zesources will review the terms of reference for a proposed
welber resources board at its next repgular session in 1981,

2/ See Report of the United Mations Vater Conference (United Natione

publication Sales To. P.77.11.4.12).
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13. While matters relating to the transfer of technology have not been explicitly
dealt with in previcus intersecretariat meetings, the existing Intersecretariat
Greun offers ample opportunities for the coensideration of issues relating to this
question., In addition, the guestion of co-ordination of the transfer of
technology would be fully taken into account 1in ary consideration of future
institutional arrangerents by the Committee on Hatural Rescurces.

B. Harth resource management

1. The current wain areas of space applications are in the fields of science,
meteorclosy, communication, navigation and earth resource management (remcte
sensing).  This report will deal with remote sensing only.

15. Prior to the first United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful
Uses of Cuter Space, interagency consultation and co~ordination efforts were
effected through correspondence and, where necessary, through interagency meetings
held in Vev York or Geneva. As close co-operation was required in the preparation
of the first Conference, where the specialized agencies had taken an active part,
interagency consultation meetings were held more often:; and since the adoption of
the United Nations Svace Applicaticns Programme, in 1970, ACC ad hoc meetings on
outer space were held annually. With the establishment of the ACC Sub-Committee on
Outer Space Activity in 1965, which was then exnected to serve henceforth as the
interagency machinery for co-ordinstion efforts in interagency work related to
space activity, meetings continued to be held annually. The reormanization of the
machirery resulted in the decision to abolish virtually all ACC subsidiary hodies,
including the ACC Sub-Cormittee on Cuter Space Activity. Since 1979, interasency
meetings on outer space activity have been subject te priocr avproval of the

ACC Consultative Committee on Substantive Ouestions and the ACC Organizational
Committee,

16. In romecte sensing, the needs of Member States for assistance in training sand
expert advice are being extended by some organizations within the system. The
training offered has been mainly in the software ares.

17. Thus, FAQ conducts training workshons on remote sensing related to wvarious
aspects of agriculture, forestry and fishervy or more generally, of renewable
resources. The Centre for Natural Rescurces, Tnergy and Transport (CURET) conducts
training workshops and seminars in the area of non-zgricultural resources. UNESCO
conduets (for instance, through its centre in FEnschede). inteprated training courses
that include remote sensing as a component: the TFeonomic and Social Commission f'or
Asia ard the Pacific and its Mekong Committee conduct remote sensing services
workshops related to their fields of activity: the Feonomic Commission for Africa
and the African Remote Sensing Council alsc underteke training nrogrammes to meet
the needs of their members.

18. Joint programmes in training have bheen larmely undertaken through the United
Nations Space Applications Programme (in co-aperation with PAC, CHRET, UNEF, THDEO
and the regional commissions). Other Joint prosrammes include those conducted by

FAO snd WMO {in training connected with asrometeorclogy, for instance),

P



1%, Assistance in advisory services hns also been extended by many of the
orranizations vithin thae system, including FAQ, CNRET, UNEP, UMDRO, the Yeorld

Tank and the repional comwissions. Joint progranmes have included those undertaken
by FAD, UNDRO and M0 in the monitoring of the environmment, under UNEP's Global
snvironment Vonitoring Tystem (GEMI).

20, As part of the nreparatory work for the Second United Waticns Conference on

the Peaceful Uses of Outer Opace in 1982, the United Wations under its 3Space
irplications Section is or~anizing regicnzl seminars intended to provide
participants with technical intormetion on the most recent develonments in the
srplications of space technolosy, narticularly in remote sensing and comrunications.

C. FEnergy

=

Pl. With the exception of the ACC Task Force on Development Objectives, which,

1, undertakes analvsis on technical and economic aspects of energy and

t, there has never been sny machinery for intersecretariat consultation
in the energy field as a vwhole. The ad hoc intersecretariat machinery has been
established specifically for the nurpose of co-ordinating preparatory work for the
United Eations Conference on Hew and TNenewabhle Sources of Inergy.

22, At its cighteenth session, the Comvittee for Prograrme and Co-ordination
(CPC) requested the Secretary General to prepere a report on the cress-
organizational analysis of the energy programmes of the United Nations system.
Pursuant to this reguest, the Secretary-General prepared two reports
(E/AC.51/90/Tev.1 and 4dd.1) and submitted them to the Committee at its twentieth
sesslon. These repcrts were also presented to the Freparatory Committee for the
United Mations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy at its second
sessicn,

23. M its twentieth session, CPC recormmended, inter alis:

"(n) Tmat the Ceneral Assembly should consider the need to strengthen
the activities of the United Naticns svstem in the arca of energy in order to
make them more responsive to the needs of Member Btates;

{b) That the Feonomic and Soecial Council sheuld:

(i) Undertale a review vhich would set objectives for the systerm
in the enerzy field, distribute the tasks involved in attaining
thoze objectives among the variocus organizations of the system
snd emphasize the need for co-ordination which such a
digstribution of tasks mignt reveal. That review would be
carried out without nrejudice to mandates that might emerge
from the forthcoming United Hations Conference on Mew and
Renewvable Sources of Energy, and within the framework of
the new internationsl development stratesgy and of the
discussions of the Committee of the Thole Established under
feneral fesserbly Pesolution 32/17hL;"
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and renquested the Secretarv-Ceneral and ACC to take measures to ensure the
achievement by the United N¥ations svstem of the nurpose described above.

2L, Despite the absence of a standing intersseretariat co-ordination mechanism

to deal with questions relating to the transfer of techneology for enercy
exploration and developrent, the UNCTAD secretarist and the Denartrent of
Technical Co-operation for Development of the Secretarist have initiated certsin
co-operative activities in resnonse to the CGeneral Assemblv's decisicn, in
resolution 33/194%, that in the light of the importance for developing countries of
the transfer of the technologies required for natural rescurces explorstion and
exploitation, the Committee on ¥atural Resources and UNCTAD shouid review the
recormendations (contained in document A/33/256) concerning the tranafer of
technology in the natural resources field.

2>, In response to this action by the CGeneral Assembly, the Department of Technical
Co-operation for Development of the Secretsriat and the Technology Division of
UNCTAD have agreed to strensthen their co-oneration in reistion to the transfer of
technolosy for natural resources exploration. TIn the first instance, the

Departrent is convenine an International Meeting on Petroleum Fxploration

Strategies in Develoning Countries at The Hasue from 16 to 20 Mareh 1981 4in
co-operation with the Government of the Hetherlands. UNCTAD ie co-operating

in this undertaking by contributing a raper on the transfer of petroleum

technology.

26. Secondly, nursuant to Genernl Assembly resolutions 33/194 and 34/201 and the
recommendations of the United Nations Svirosium on State Petroleun Trterprises in
Develeping Countries, which was convened at Vienna in March 1978, the Department
of Technical Co-operation for Development of the Secretariat and the Technolosy
Division of UNCTAD have initiated a Joint project to strengthen co-cperation
among developing countries for vetroleum exploration. In its initial ohase, the
project centres on the joint prevaration of a guestionnaire to be addressed to
Governments of developing countries with a view to obtaining informaticn on their
technological capacity for petroleum exploration and develoovment, In view of

the critical importance of expanding petroleum exploration, it is expected that
the responses to the questionnaire will alse assist +the two geceretariats in
identifying gaps in their capacity. On the basis of the renlies to the
questiornaire, the Department of Technical Co-gperation for Develovnment and
UNCTAD will analyse the information obtained and make preposals regarding measures
to be talken to strengthen the technologicsl capacity of developing countries for
petrolewn exnloration. including measures to nromote greater co-operation amons
themselves. The results of this Jjoint undertaking could be presented to the
General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session, and to the relevant UHCTAD meeting,

D. Mineral rescurces

2T7. At present no mechanism exists for intersecretariat co-ordination in wmineral
resources developrment in the United Nations system. INowever, in resucmse to
Zconomic and Secial Council resolution 1957 B (LIX) requesting, inter alisa,

"the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the organizations and prograrmes

/e
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concerned, to rrepare reports to be gubmitted to the Committee on Matural Resources
at each of its regular sessions ...". a cross-organizationsl analvsis of the
mineral resocurces development programmes of the United Nations is beins nrepared
for the seventh session of the (ommittee in May 1981, The need for any parallel

rechanism for co-ordinating mirneral activities will be kept under review.

TV. CONCLUSIOHN
28. Severzl organs, orgenizations and apencies of the United Wations system
are enseped in a variety of activities concerning technology transfer in the area
of natural rescurces. At the globel level of intersectoral co-crdination, the
new consultative cormittees of ACC, topether with the Task Force on Science and
Technology for Develerment, would anmear to have the capacity to improve the
co-ordination of these activities of the United Wations system, At the country
level, effective intersectoral co-ordinstion could be furthereé through the system
of r051aent cao-ordinators which is currently being set -

29. Vith respect to sectoral co-ordination, new institutional arrangements on

2 system-wide basis are either currently in process of formulation, or will be
subritted for consideration in various intergovernmental bedies, while working
arrangements are in effect to carry forvard specific aspeets of joint programming
and interagency co--operation.





