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Chairman: Mr. Biyacarr.aGe J. Fernando (Sri Lanka)
and his successcr, V.r. N. Ealasubran:aniam

Vice-Chairman: Mr. Carlos T. Alzamora (Peru)
and his successor, Mr. Juan Jose Calle y Calle

Mr. Henryk LTaroszek (Poland)
and tis successor, Mr. Ryszard Frelek

Mr. Artemon Simbananiye (Burundi)

Rapporteur: Mr. FerIliin Zelada (Spain)

4. The Working Group established in 1974 gj continued to function.

3. The Union of Soviet Socialist RepUblics participated in the work of the
Committee by virtue of paragraph 3 of resolution 3183 (XXVIII). Under the same
provision, China, France, the Unlted Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern IrEland,
and the United States of America maintained contact with the Ad Hoc COTI~ittee

through its Chairman. The German Democratic Republic and Viet Nam attended
meetings of the Committee as observers.

1/ By its resolution 3183 (XXVIII) of 18 December 1973, the General Assembly
decided that the Ad Hoc Committee should consist of the following 40 non-nuclear
weapon Member States appointed by the President of the Assembly after consultation
with all regional r;roups: Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Burundi, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Hungary, India
Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Japan, Lebanon, Liberia, ~Iexico, Mongolia, Morocco,
Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Spain,
Sri Lanka, Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia.

2/ The composition of the \vorking Group is as follows: Burundi, Egypt,
Hungary, India, Iran, Italy, Mexico, Peru, Poland and Spain (Chairman). Algeria,
Austria, the German Democratic Republic, Japan and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics participated in the Working Group as observers.
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2. The elected officers of the Ad Hoc Committee were as follows:

1. By its resolution 34/81 of 11 December 1979, the General Assembly requested
the Ad H~ Committee on the World Disarmament Conference !/ to maintain close
contact with the representatives of the nuclear-weapon States in order to remain
currently informed of their attitudes, as well as with all other States, and to
consider any possible relevant proposals and observations which might be made to
the Corr~ittee, especially havine in mind paragraph 122 of the Final Document of
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly (resolution S-10/2). The
Assembly also requested the Committee to submit a report to the Assembly at its
thirty··fifth session.
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11. WORK OF THE CO~~1ITTEE

5. In accordance with its mandate mentioned in paragraph 1 above, the A~oc

Comnrittee held ~vo sessions in 1980.

6. During the first session, the Committee held two meetings on 31 Harch and
1 April 1980. At the first meeting, the Committee was informed that
Mr. C. T. Alzamora (Peru) had completed his mission and thus was unable to
continue in his function as Vice-Chairma~ of the Comnrittee, and elected by
acclamation Mr. J. J. Calle y Calle (Peru) as Vice-Chairman.

7. Dur-i.ng the second session, the Commi 1.. "'ee held three meetinp;s between 16 and
20 June 1980. At the 1st meeting, the Ad Hoc Corrmittee was informed that
Hr. B. J. Fernando (Sri Lanka) and Hr. H. Jaroszek (Poland) had completed their
missions in New York and thus were unable to continue in their functions as
Chairman and Vice-Chairman respecti~ely. The Comrrittee, therefore, elected by
acclamation Hr. n. Balasubr-aman i nm (Sri Lanka) as the new Chairman and Mr. R. Frelek
(Poland) as Vice-~hairman.

8. During the two sessions, the following States members of the Ad Hoc Committee
and observers made statements on the subject: Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, German
Democratic Republic, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Mongolia, Poland, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and Viet Nam.

9 . N~mbers of the Committee were fully aware 0 f the posi tiGns previously
expressed by the Governments of other States on the con7ening of a world disarmament
conference.

10. The members of the Ad Hoc Committee were also aware of the fact that the
subject of convening a world disarmament confereuce had been considered by the
Disarmament Commission during its session held between 12 May and 6 Jlme 1980.
The report of the Disarmament Commission to be submitted to the General Assembly
at its thirty-fifth session, in the elements of a draft resolution entitled
"Declaration of the 1980s as the Second Disarmament Decade", 3/ under the heading
"Implementation, :cevievr and appraisal", recalls, inter alia, that the Final
Document of the Tenth Special 3ession of the General Assembly stated: llAt the
earliest appropriate time, a world disarmament conference should be convened with
uni versal participation and with adequate preparation 11 •

11. The Working Group held three meetings, on 18 and 19 June 1980, and elaborated
the draft of the report of the Ad Hoc Corrmittee.

12. The Ad Hoc Comnrittee, at its 55th meeting, considered and adopted its report
to be submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session.

13. In accordance with paragraph 3 of General Assembly resolution 34/81, the
Ad Hoc Committee, through its Chairman, maintained close contact with the

l! Official Records of the Thirty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 42 (A/35/42),
p::>ra. 19.
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representatives of the n~clear~feapon States in order to remain currently informed
of their respective attitudes and obtained the fo.l.Lowi.rrg updated indications of
their positions:

China

The position of the Government of the People's Republic of China on the
question of the Vorld Disarmament Conference remains unchanged.

France

\Ihile France's position in the past was one of favouring in principle the idea
of a world disarmament conference which, after a suitable period of preparation,
would be attended by, among others, the five nuclear-weapon Powers, it, nevertheless,
realizes that the present international situation is not conducive to meaningful
planning of such an undertaking.

France points out, moreover, that a proposal of this kind cannot be considered
in isolation from the achievements of the first special session of the United
Nations General Assembly to be devoted to disarmament, held in 1978, and the
planned second session in 1982.

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

The Soviet Union has consistently and persistently come out for the World
Disarmament Conference, believing that its convening would be of great international
importance. This fo~um specially devoted to one of the most urgent problems of the
present should be a further step forward in combiniDg the efforts of States in the
field of disarmament, which would supplement "That was expressed and ae;reed on at
the sessions of the United Nations General Assembly, including the special session
devoted to disarmament.

The USSR is convinced that the World Disarmament Conference could elaborate
effective decisions which vmuld be a new incentive for all States for taking
practical measures on halting the arms race and on achieving disarmament.
Universality of the 110rld Conference -.vould ensure the joint participation of all
countries of the world in consideration of disarmament issues. TI1e Soviet Union
sees the value and usefulness of this forum in the fact that on the basis of the
agreement among its participants there can be ensured a mandatory nature of the
decisions taken by it.

It appears from the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session and other
documents of the General Assembly as well as from the documents of the non-aligned
States, in particular the Havana Declaration adopted by the Sixth Conference of
Heads of State or Government of Non~Aligned Countries, 4/ that the idea of holding
a World Disarmament Conference continues to enjoy an ever wider support.

In the light of the recommendations of the General Assembly's special session
on disarmament concerning the convocation of a world disarmament conference at the
earliest appropriate time, as well as the provision of resolution 34/81 adopted by

~ A/34/542, annex.
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the Assembly at its thirty--fourth session on the possibility of convening such a
conference after the second s-pecial session on disarmament, the Soviet Union is of
the oxin ion that the time 1:3.S come to t.ake concrete steps whi ch trcul.d help to start
di re c t.Ly a thorough pr-epar-at i on for the Conference" Having this aim in mind, it
would 012 "xpedient to determine the date of convening the Horld Disarmament
Conference and to establish a preparatory body for the Conference. A positive
so.l ut i on of these questions would be logical and t i me.Iy ,

'Ihe Ad. hoc Corumittee on the Uorld Disarmament C:onference would considerably
facili tate the convocation of the Uorld Disarmament Conference by submitting to the
GenerQl Asse~bly at its second special sEssion devoted to disarmament a report on
C:J!1CTPte .is s ue s of convening of the Conference, in particular, on the issue of
the r ....»l.e the Conference mi glrt play after the second special session on disarmament.
That is vhy the !',ssenJbly, at its thirty-fifth seas i on , should adopt a resolution
authorizin~ t~e Ad Hoc Committee to start the preparation of the report for ~he

second s~ecial session on disarmament,

'1.11e Soviet Union supported the idea of ho.Ldi.ng the first special session of
t.he General Assembly on disarmament and took a most active par-t in it. It has also
supported t.he proposal to convene the second special session in 1982. He believe,
hovever , that the \Iorld Di s armarnen t Conferenc -; troul.d become a un i que forum and gain
a historic meaning, Preparation and holdine of the Cnnference WOQld make it
possible to concentrate t.he attention of Gover-r.merrts of all States of the world
':'o.Q ,·!orld public: opinion on the solution of the question of how to hai t the arms
race and move f'orward on the way to real d.is8rm81l1ent, Therefore the Soviet Union
considers that the second special session on disarmament should be followed by the
\:orld Di sarmai-ent Conference, and the thirty-fi fth session of the Assembly should

r: contribute to achieving this goal.
r

l.:nited I:inu;dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

'Ihe Governmerrt of the United Kingdom believes that, given recent international
events, it is not useful to continue to consider for the time being the idea of a
world disar~ament conference. Accordin[ly, the United Kingdom doubts the usefulness
of the Ad Hoc COlllIDittee on the World Disarmament Conference continuing to meet and
in any event does not think it appropriate for the Committee to under-cake any
substantive trork at this stage,

United States of America

The United States continues to' believe that it is premature to set a date
and begin preparations for the convening of a world disarmament conference. As
noted in the vi etrs of the United States contained in the 1978 and 1979 reports of
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Horld Disarmament Conference to the General Assembly, 5/
the United States believes there is insufficient political aBreement on the issues
wh.ich woul.d presumably be addressed at such a conference. This lack of agreement
would probably hinder rather than assist efforts to reach concrete and verifiable
arms control measures.

5/ See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-third Session,
Suppl~nent No. 28 (A/33/28), p. 4; and ibid., Thirty-fourth Session, Supplement
rio. 20 (A/34/28), p. 4.
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lII. CONCLUSIOI'TS jl]JD RECO;'TI1ENDATIOJS

14. The Ad Hoc Committee reiterated that the ides of a world disarmronent
conference has received wide support by the member-shLp of the United Nations,
hovever , with varyir.g degrees of emphasis and differences on conditions and certain
aspects related to the question of its convenine, including aspects related to the
deteriorating international situation. It was also evident from the updated
indications of positions of the nuc.Lea'r-weapon States, as reflected in par-agraph 13
of this report, some of which contain netr elements requiring careful cons i derat i.on
by the Ad Hoc Cornmittee, t.hat no consensus ;.rLth respe ct to the convenine; 0 f a vorld
disarmament con i r rence under the present conditions h6.S yet been reached among the
nuclear-weapon States whos e participation in a wocld di s armanerrt conference has
been deemed essentiel by most Hem-Del'S of the Organization.

15. Havi.ng r e gar-d for the important requirements of a world disarmament conference
to be convened at the earliest appropriate time, with universal participation anQ
with adequate preparation, and in view of the fact that the Disarmament Commission,
as indicated in paragraph 10 of this rp-port, considered it nertinent to recall
paragraph 122 of the Final Document, the General Assembly may Ifish to uecide that
after its second special session devoted to disarmament, a vror-Ld disarmament
conference would take place RS soon as the necessary consensus on its conveninp
has been re~ched.

16. The General Assembly may wish to renew the mandqte of the Ad Hoc Committee
and to request it to continue to maintain close contact Ivith the representatives
of the nuclear-weapon States in order to remain currently informed of their
attitudes, as well as with all other Jtates, and to consider any relevant comments
and observations which might be made to the Committee.
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HOW '10 OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

United Nations publications may be obtained from bookstores and distributors
throughout the world. Consult your bookstore or write ta: United Nations. Sales
Section, New York or Geneva.

COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES

Les publications des Nations Unies sont en vente dans les librairies et les agences
dépositaires du monde entier. Informez-vous auprès de votre libraire ou adressez-vous
à : Nations Unies, Section des ve.~tes. New York ou Genève.

J'AIt nOJIY'IHTL H3)J;AHHH OprAHH3AIl;HH OB'bEJ(HHEHHbIX HAI(HII

H3AaHHSl OpraHH3aQHH OO'beAHHeHHblx HaQH~ MOlKHO KynH'rh B KHHlKHbIX Mar8.
3RRax H areHTcTBax Ba Dcex pal\oHax MHpa. HaBOAHTe cnpasKH 00 H3AaHHHX B
S8.WeM lŒHlKHOM Mara3HHe HnH DHUJH're no aApecy: OpraHH3aQHH O!ï'beAHHeHHhlX
HaQHl\, CeKIJ;HH no npoAa'Ke H3A8.aHl\, HhlO-l'fOpK HnH :>KeaeBa.

COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLICACIONES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

Las publicaciones de las Naciones Unidas esmn en venta en librerias y casas distri
buidoras en todas partes de! mundo. Consulte a su librero 0 dirijase a: Naciones
Unidas, Secci6n de Ventas, Nueva York 0 Ginebra.
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