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The meeting was called to order at 11 30 a.m.’

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA -

The agenda was adopted.

LETTER DATED 19 APRIL 1988 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF TUNISIA TO THE
UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY OOUNCIL (S/19798)

“The PRESIDENT I should like to inform members of ‘the Councll_that‘I'
"have‘received ietters'from tbe tepresentatives of Egypt, Gabon, Jordan,‘Kuwait)
Lebanon, Mor occo, Mozambique, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, the'Syrian Arab.
,Republic and Tnnisia in‘which they request to be invited’to participaterin tbe‘

. discussion of the item on the Council's agenda. - In conformity with the usual

'.‘ practice, I propose, with the consent of the Council, to invite  those

representatives to participate in the discussion without the right'to vote, in'

accordance w1th the relevant prov151ons of the Charter and rule 37 of the Counc11 s

prov151ona1 rules of procedure.

There belng-no objectlon, it is SOrdecided.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Mestiri‘(Tunisia) took a place at the

‘Councii table; Mr. Badawi (Egypt), Mr. Biffot (Gabon), Mr. Salah (Jordan),

Mr., Abulhasan (Kuwalt), Mr. Fakhoury (Lebanon), Mr . Bennouna (Morocco),

- Mr...Dos Santos (Mozamblque), Mr. Shah Nawaz (Paklstan), Mr. Sh1hab1 (Saudi Arabia),

Mr. Osman (Somalla) and Mr. Al-Masri (Syrian Arab Repub11c) took the places

reserved for them at the side of the Counc11 Chamber.

The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the Council tbat'i have‘recered
avletter dated 21 April 1988 from the PermanentyRepresentative of Aléeria to the‘v
‘United Nations, which readsras follows: |

I"Ilhave the bonour-to :equest‘tnat the Security Conncii extend'an
in?itationkto'Dt. Naeser_AlfKidwa, Alte:nate Permanent Observer of the !

Palestine Liberation Organization to the United Nations, infaccordancevwith‘
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(The President)

the‘Council's‘ﬁést'practice, in connectionvwith the Cohncil's_consideration of

the item 'Letter dated 19 April 1988 from thé,Permahent Representative of

Tunisia‘td the United Nations éddréssed to the Pfesident of the Security

Council'.”.

That letter will be circulated as document S/19814.

The proposal by Algeria‘is‘not made phrsuént to rqie 37 or rule 39 of the
provisional rules of‘procedure of the.Security Council, but if approved by the
Council the inviﬁation tq participéte in the debate would confer on the Palestine
Liberation Orgahization thg éamé righﬁs of paréicipation as those conferred on
Membef States when invitédfpo participate pursuant to rule 37.

Does any mémber of the Counéil wish to speak on this proposal?

Mr; ORUN (United States of America): The United States has consxstently
taken the p051t10n that under the provi51onal rules of procedure of the Securlty
Council the only legal basis on which the Council may grant a hearing to persons
speak1ng on behalf of non-governmental entities is rule 39.

For four‘decades the United States has supported a generous interpretation of
rule 39 and would certainly'not‘objecf had this matter>been raised under that
rule. We are, however, opposed to special ad hoc departures from orderly
 procedure. ‘The United States conseqﬁently 6pposes extendihg to the Palestine
Liberation Organization the same rights to participate in the proceedings of the
Security Cbuncil,as if.ﬁhat organization represented a Member State of theiUnited
NatiOné. We certainly believe in listening to all points of view, but not if that
requires violating the rules. 1In particular, the.United Stages does.nbt agree with

‘the recent practice of the Security Council which appears selectively to try to

enhance the prestige of those who wish to speak in the Council through a'departure
from our rules of procedure. We consider this special practice to be without legal

foundation and to constitute an abuse of the ruies.
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(ur. Okun, United States)

For these reasons the United States requests that ‘the terms of the proposed
invitation be put to the vote. Of course, the Unlted States will vote against the

proposal.

The PRESIDENT: If no other member of the Council wishes to speak, I.
shall take it that the Council is ready to vote on the proposal by Algeria.
It is so decided.

A vote was. taken by show of hands.

In favour: Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, China, Japan, Nepal, Senegal, Union
"of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yugoslavia; Zambia

Against: United States of America
_Abstaining: France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Italy, United K1ngdom of
' Great Britain and Northern Ireland

The PRESIDENT: The result of the voting is as follows: ' 10 votes in
- ‘ favour, 1 against and 4 abstentions. The proposal has therefore been adopted.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Al-Kidwa (Palestine Liberation -

e Organization) took a place at the Council table.

ug . ' " The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform members of the Council that I

have received a letter dated 21 April 1988 from the Permanent Representative of

i ‘Algeria to the United Nations, which reads as follows:

"I have the honour to request that the Security Council extend an-
invitation under rule 39 ofvits'provisiohal rulés af prdcédure to His -
Excellency Ambassador Clovis Maksoud, Permahent ObSetver of the Laague of Arab
States to the United Nations, during the Council's conside;ation of the item-

entitled 'Letter dated 19 April 1988 from the Permanent Representative of

Tunisia to the United Nations addressed to the President of the Security

Council (s/19798)'."
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(The President)

~ That letter will be published as a document of the Seeurity Council under the

symbol S/19815.

If I hear no objection, I shall take it that the Council agrees to extend an
invitation to His Excellency Mr. Maksoud under rule 39 of the Coungil‘svprqvisional
rules of procedure. |

There being no objection, it is so decided.

The Security Council will now begin-its consideration of the item on its
agenda. | . |

| The Security Council is meeting today in response to the request contalned in
the letter dated 19 April 1988 from the Permanent Representatlve of Tunlsla to the
Unlted Nations addressed to the Presxdent of the Securlty Council (S/19798).

I should like to draw the attention of members of the Counc11 to document
5/19813, wh1ch contains the text of a letter dated 20 April 1988 from the Permanent
Representative of Jordan to the United Natlons addressed to the Secretary—General.

The first speaker on my list is the Minister for Fore1gn Affa1rs of TUnlsla,

His Excellency Mr. Mahmoud Mestiri. I welcome His Excellency and invite him to

make his statement,

%



JsM/ed - " ‘ S/PV. 2807
: 6

Mr. MESTIRI (Tunisia) (interpretation from Afabic): Thank you, Sir, for
your words of welcome. In turn, I éhould liké to cohgratulate ybu‘mbst‘warmlybon “
your assumption of the presidency of ﬁhe Council. We hold Zambia - a‘wﬁrthy’
African country with which Tunisia shares‘unshakeable faith in the brinciple;
enshrined in the United Nations Charter and in the chartér of the Orgénization of
Afican Unity (OAU) — in greét ésteem. I am certain that uhder your wisé leadérship_
the Security Copncil will be able in ah exemplary ‘manner to fulfil its.
responsibilities under'the Charter, primarily that of the maintenance of
internatibnal peace and security.

My couhtfy‘s sovereignty and territorial integrity have.beeh violated by’
terrorist aggressiop perpetréted on 16 Apfil 1988 aE 1.30 a.m. when a grohp of
Israelis equipped with Q-milliméﬁré Uzi sub—machine‘gﬁns broke info the residence
of Mr. Khalil al-Wazir "Abu Jihad" - a member of the Exeéutive Committee of fhé
Palestine Liberation Organizétion (PLO) - situated in the,northefn suburbé of the
Tunisian capital and shot him to death; after having‘killed a Tunisian citizen wbo

worked as a gardener and two Palestinian guards. The assassination of

Mr. Khalil ai—Wazir was perpetrated.in thé most heinous manner, in the presenqe of ,
his wife and children.

At 1.44 a.m, tﬁe terrqrists fled in two Volkswagen minibuses and a Peugeot‘305
automobile, which were found some hours later on the beach at Raoued, 15 kilometres
from the scene of thg crime, It was later learned that these vehicles had been
rented from three car rental agencies.’ |

The Tunisian Government established a committee of inquiry in order to
investigate the ci;cumstances‘surrounding this.operation.‘ Its pfeliminary findings
have establishéd that at the very time when the assassination wasrtaking‘place a

Boeing-707 aircraft bearing Israeli insignia and the registration number 4X977 was:



JSM/ed o e  S/PV.2807
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flying.not far Erom’thé:Tunisian;coast; It was later learned that the aircraft,
which had all the agpearances of’a ciV1l airliner, was actually a military aircraft
that was providing 1o§istic support to a group of terrorists: it was equipped with
ultra~sophisti¢ated electronic equipment which was able to Jam the
telecommunications netwcsrk in the area of the attaok. ‘

The ecstatic, indeed gloating, statements spontaneously made by various
Israeli authorities immediately after the assassination - statements - reported in =
_,the,international media, which up until then had been-neutral or more or less in
favour of Israel - are.indications of the Israeli Government's direct involvement
“in thexeuecution of that1odious terrorist plan.bb

It is truly regrettable and indeed ominous that the attack.took place at a‘
time when 1e) many efforts were being made to resolve the problem of the Mlddle
East, as if someone wished to scuttle them. As we all know, however, terrorist
operations of this kind _cannot halt the march of peoples towards 1iberation and

' emancipation.j The heroic Palestinian uprising will 1ead inevitably to the
Arestoration of‘that people's lawful rights.:

. ,Israeli_involvement in this operation, which under international lau is a
violation‘of“the-SOVereignty'and territorial integrity of an independent State
Member of the United.Nations, clearly‘shows the terrorist nature of Israeli

spractices and Israel's defiance of the norms of international law as enshrined in

the Charter.

The following evidenCe convincingly establishes the premeditated nature of

“this attack:
- First, the advance infiltration of three individuals into Tunisian

territory in order to provide logistic support to the terrorist groupz
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;- Secondly, the tental of vehicles to Eransport the terrorists. who carried
false identity papers~ » | » ' ' |

- Thirdly, the footprints that were left around the vehicles'

- Fourthly, the highly suspect ptesence, at the time of the operation, OE

an aircraft flying not far froxn the Tunisian coast. near the scene of the: ctime.
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(Mr. Mestiri, Tunisia)

Fifthly, teleCOmmunicainns were: iamméd precisely from the beginning to the ,
Aend of the operation in order to conteal: it, e

Sixthly, the vehjcles: left on the beach and the footprints heading towards the
sea show that the commandos entered and left Tunisian territory by sea. -

It was: reported in the 19 April edition of Le: ﬁonde that

‘(spoke in French)

"The operation, which took‘the 1ife of Fatah s second in command..was |
‘carcied- out by an Israeli unit of approximately 30 men who arrived by sea,
- according to-a SOutce close to French inteliigence. The Israeli commandovunit
L also departed by Sea after having killed Abu Jihad in the Sidi Bou Said
‘subugb“

(continuedéinxArabicQ

| It should be noted that ge;__ign_dg states those facts unabiguously and without
| reservation;_;' | N |

Statements by Israeli leaders alSO establish thevIsraeli Government 8
responsibility for this operation; Commenting on 18 April about the assassination
of Abu Jihad, Ariel Sharon said that he had been insisting for years: on the need to-
liquidate what he calledrthe 'leaders of terrorist organizations'

" An. Israeli military leader, Mr. Rafael Eitan, said on Israeli armed forces
radio that Abu Jihad was. one of the four main targets of the Israeli intelligence
4"serv1ces and that he had. to be cut down. o

The international media and experts on terrorism - including Israeli experts -
‘are unanimous in noting that the 0peration to assassinate Khalil al-Wazir was: |
identical to an. earlier operation cartied out by Israel against another Palestinian
ivleader.. But the Israeli authorities have somewhat sheepishly attempted to deny
‘this~ only those: who are biased in favour of’Israel can believe them. Israel

, .understands the serious View the international community takes of this attack.
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(Mr: Mestirf, Tunisia)
Thisrpresumptuous act follous previoussactsﬁ and Tunisia, anJopen,.nospitable
andepeaceful country, has once again been'the target of the:Statesterrorism=fc
consistently practised by Israel'with cyniCISm and-arrogance. O
| We bave heard news from a variety of sources,: including internatiénal press
agencies, well known for their seriousness and impartialityi and. very close to
hIsraeli agencies. That news establishes in the'clearest way-thatathis'operation‘
was prepared and carried out;hy?Israel. ,Israel ﬁasrinrfact its architect:v‘lts
. style is easily recognized ) ‘

‘We would further: cite reports from Agence France: Presse, £rom: such periodicals

' as Le;Monde and Time magazine and;from the,British‘Broadcasting}Cbtpdrat£0ﬂ1' Those
. are'credible"sources, well respected internationally:- They,all‘sai;thatftsﬁaéli
sources c¢lose to military circlesrsuppliedlthem with their informaﬁions

I also call attention to the fact tbat Mr, Shamir, Head of the Israeli
Government, congratulated the terrorists on the success of their operatiOn,

‘In a statement on 17 April, Mr, Ezer Weizman; Israeli GovernmentzMiﬁister and
'member*of the Council of Ministers, criticized the assassination of Abu gihad in
the strongest‘terms- ~That constitutes: further proof of what took place. ‘Lawyers
tell us that a confession is the best proof.

Le Monde reporters in Israel say that they obtained informatAOn indicating
that the elimination of Abu. Jihad was: a joint operation by the Israeli intelligence
.‘service, Mossad, and the Israeli army, in implementation-of.a decision:By»the
‘ Israeli-covernment ftself. Other'welleinformed'sourcesvhaVe’stated*that.the
decision was taken by the 1lsraeli Council of Ministers and endorsed by perés. and
Weizman, although those reports: have yet to be confirmed..; l

Do we not:have sufficient evidence. to incriminate Israel in~tﬁeucarrying*out
- of this terrorist operation? Statements and teaction55by Israeli leaders give us

'enough to. g0 on; they are tantamount to a confession.
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(Mr. Mestiri, TuniSia)

In these circumstances, blindness and great favouritism would be needed to
iacauit Israel; we hope that will not happen, and that Israel will not be given the
green light to continue its State terrorism and unjustified acts of aggression.;

On the basis of all 1 have said, the Tunisian Government reauested the
Security Council to consider the situation created by this new deliberate attack on'
Tunisia - territorial integrity, security and sovereignty, and invited it to-
'condemn Israeli terrorism forcefully to prevent the repetition of such acts on

‘Tunisian soil.
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(Mr.'Mestiri,_Tunisia)

' The Tunis;an Government would also like to emphasize the fact: that this is not
'the first time that Tunisia has been the target of terrorist acts perpetrated by
Israel. acts which portend other attacks unless the Council takes practical and
Serious measures ‘to counter Israeli terrorism.
Tunisia, which is mobilizing all its forces to consolidate democracy and the 1
prule of law, as well as fundamentsl freedoms for indLV1duals and grOUps, ‘wishes to o
turn its energies to. pursuing its economic well—being. ‘We therefore cbndemn
terrorism in all its forms, regardless of who commits it, not only because we are
vits victim.but also because the opposition of terrorism is,one oflthe pillars of
;civ1lized and humanitarian principles. 'That'position is sharedﬂby ali peace~loving

countries and by all countries that ‘have engaged to respect international law,
| whether written or customary. A |
In “the light of its 1nternational responsibilities and moral authority. the
_Security Council is in duty‘bound.to condemn.the.political assassination,and State.

.'terrorism practised by Israelr as well as Israel's violation of the sovereignty and

territorial integrity of my country.’

The PRESIDENT: I thank the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Tunisia for
-his kind words addressed to me.
. The next speaker is the representative of the Palestine Liberationf'

Organization, upon whom I now call.

Mr. AL-KIDWA (Palestine LiberatiOn Organization (PLO))(interpretation
v,from Arabic): Allow me at the,outset to congratulate.you, sir, upon:your
assumption-of the presidency of the Security COuncil for the month:ofpsprilg We
are cOnfident that your outstanding qualities will c0ntribute to the Council s wcmk
in the present difficult circumstances.: We are also pleased that you represent a
friendly African nation whose President, a prominent Afrrcan leader,‘ is a friend to:

our: people and to,all peoples-struggling-for freedomw In'this;connection, T should
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(Mr.,AHKiﬂwé;‘EQLEStine
Liberation Organization)

‘also like to pay a tribute to the Permanent Representatfve of YUgoslaviahfor,the
excellent and positiue'mannér in which he-led the Councii'svproceedings last month.
The Security Council {s meetino onoe again to examine a serious‘cximinal act
having a dlrect bearing upon the Mlddle East crisis and Serious 1mplications for
the situation in that entire area, as well as for peace and securrty in the >
Medlterranean-reglon as a whole. It is, of course, no surprise that the
perpetrator of this crime is the same culprit that has committed a. great many
similar crimes, contrary to all-normS'of international 1aw and.clvilized behaviour.
For the second time'in less than three years Israel has carriea out an attack
upon and. committed an act of aggression against the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of a State Member of the United Nations. With naval and air logxstic
support Israel dispatched a special oommando unit to Eraternal Tunxsia with the aim
of unleashing yet another‘orrm;nal act on_Tunisian_territory in flagrant violatiou
of international law and. the provisions of the United Nations Charter, as well as
the norms of civilized conduct amongbstates. | | |
As.everyone here {s aware, in‘the early_hours of Saturdayellﬁ April, a special
commando unit attacked the resiﬂence of Mr. Khalil al‘waair, "Abu Jihad", Deputy-
Commander-in-Chief of the Palestinian forceskand member of the Executive Committee
of the Palestine Liberation Organization (Proy;asituated in sidi Bou said, in the
northern suburbs of,Tunis. The. cominando unit first assassinated three persons: a
Tunisian citizen and two Palestinians serving as guards, The members of the
commando unit then brutally assassinated Abu Jihad, pumping more than 70 bullets
into ‘his body, -in the presence of his wife and young daughter. Anothem of his |
children, two years old, was also in the h0use. ,
Having‘committed their ctime, the members of the commandofleft the scene,

1eaving three rented-vehicles behind them on the beach at Raoued.
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(Mr. Al-Kidwa, Palestine
Libera ti'on‘:"brgaﬁ‘iza tion)

That is the: horrible scenario.' It remindsrus of the crimes'committed,by the
professional criminals in Beirut, Lebanon, when in 1973 a special Israeli unit 7_'
assassinated three leaders of the Palestine Liberation OrganizatiOn, who had no
chance to defend themselves. It also reminds us of the criminal Israeli air raid
on Hammam—Plage in the suburbs of Tunis in 1985, a: raid that left tens of dead ,
.Palestinians-and Tunisians. At that t1me, the COuncll adopted
'dtesolut1on 573 (1985), in which it vigorously condemned the act of armed aggression
perpetrated by Israel and demanded that Israel refrain from perpetrating such acts

oflaggression in the.future.f
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it is nOW'obvions‘that in this regard, as in all others, Israel has no respect
- for the resclutions of the Security Council, v
7The~Pa1estine'Eiberation Organization takes this opportﬁnit?vtb'make.the -
£ollowing points. ' | LI L |
First, we stress the responsibility of thevISfaeli Govennment at the highest
~ level for this barbaric act. We do'not‘need to give_alipthe details of'that
reSPOnsibility heterand.now,’because»ne are convinced that the: whole world '
understands the facts. HThe Foreign Mirister of Tunisfa has given adequate details. B
All those who tr'y'- to find excuses for thems‘elves and for -Israel shoul’dv check‘
 the logs of their naval fleets operating in the area and the images obtained by
their satellites~and their special equipment; They should also check the various”
. media reports, such. as the reports on NBC, in Time magazine and in the Washington
vPost, clearly quoting;Israeli militaryrsources and categoricallypproving Israel's'
"responsibility for the act, | | |
It is regrettable that some: civilized nations do not show anger over ther
position of some Israeli officials, who try to exploit that dirty Operation in
order to- enhanCe their standing domestically, while trying to: shift the ‘
international responsibility for it. In that connection, we cannot fail to mention
the responsibility of the United States, if only because of its Special
relationship with Israel and its high technical capabilities, which enable the
United: States to know in advance~o£‘such operations and to: influence them. 'EVen‘if
we had a differeﬁt wcrking assumption, it is now an establishea fact that the,'
.biased United States position when it comes to Israel‘s illegitimate actions has
: been and continues to be a deterrent to the implementation of international law and
. the international mechanisms of the United Nations, thus opening the way for Israel

to: commit many: more im (lar acts,
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Eiberation, Oranizatibn)

o The most: recent example of ‘s{rch bias. wa,sf the Onited States veto of a draft
resol;ution put before the cdxﬁcil after Israel's deportation to Lebanon: of eight
Palestimilaﬁ: civi;—iané: from-'the ocecupied Palestinian territories, in clear
contravention of Security Counicil resolutions 607 (1988) and 608 (1988), let alone
the Foutth‘ Geneva Conventiom Consistene- wi’ﬂi‘- that deportation policyy Istael
expelled: ejght mdre palestinians last ‘Tuesday, _

Secondly,. what happened: was: undoubtedly an act of State-sponS’bred E‘erxorism:
which tequires a firm position by: the Security CQuneiie‘ In out view, it: wag one of
the gravest forms. of terrorism, because: of the, uSe of sophisticated’ £éidlﬁ616ﬁ§i‘ca,l
equipment, thus: makinQ_ its consequences more serdous. ﬁé’f :cannqt‘s understand or
accept the double standard of some: circles o,rii. the a‘lflé‘-iinpbftanf g@stibnbf '
international terrorism 1;,1s;comp1ete1y.111c91eai;foz*ceuﬁtrieSEthat:"
enthusiasﬁcally oppose* slnternational terrorism to take different pog*{ﬂcng when: i€
comes {0 certain tertorist acts carried out by -gome of the‘ir all“ieg. e teite*ra‘té-
our cohviction t_hat failing to give due: attention to such terrorist acts w:til.l lead
to more: serious actions: in: our modérn world, i‘ncludlng the creation: aﬁ a state of
chaos in: internal;:lonal relations. |

Israel's record ig :eplete with acts of terrotism cartied out pvez’! a; 1ong
period=6f time'. T sh'a'll‘not t:‘evi'ew' here all I’sraél's actiohg; in the 6¢¢upiedp
territoriesy I shall not slseak about i.j:s crimes in; Lebanon. But I should: 1fke to
‘clte some of its recent acts of tetrorism, which technically compiy, 50 to speak,; :
with: the concepts oﬁ ter:rOrism held by some spec“ificany,- the.assassination of
. three Palestinians in Q(prns on . 14 February this year and the blmr,ing up of. the

Palestinfan ship of return in tb,egsaime.- month, in the: s_ame;--f; 1‘endly.,- ghd»ge_atce:iai

‘country.
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(Mr. Al-Kidwa, Palestine
Liberation Organization)

Thirdly, this Istaeldi- act of terrorism will undoubtedly have serious
consequences in the: immediate future for the situation in the 0ccupied territories :
and in the Middle East in general, It w111 also have a very negative impact on the
endeavours to aChieve a just and lasting peate in the region.‘ We cannot- imagine
any party making endeavours for peace without directly participating in efforts tof
mitigate the consequences of what happened and to punish those responsible. At j
least the parties concerned need to gain the minimum credibility.“’

: The martyr Abu Jihad was a genuine top leader of our~Pa1estinianvpeOp1ea
Although he was a military official his great role cannot be minimized. He ‘was
one of ‘those who- fashioned the modern history of our people. He was one of the
pioneers responsible for creating a new political vision and hope for the: future, .
and for imbuing a generation of Palestinians with the hope that they will attain

their human rights as individuals and their political rights as a peop16-'
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(Mr.' Al-KidWa, Palestine
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“Abu Jihad is to me, as well as to all the Palestinian people, an inspiring
leader who will continue to inspire us on the path towards the attainment of the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian‘people including the right'to-return.to:its

“homeland, the right to self-determination ‘and the right to establish its | |
independent state.

By assassinating Abu Jihad Israel tried to deal a mortal blow to the

- Palestinians, especially those in the occupied Palestinian territories, in the hope
of thwarting the national uprising. This is emphasized by the Israeli occupation
'authorities' sharp escalation of criminal acts against the Palestinians in the
occupied territories. Those acts included all forms of oppression and’ torture that .

, have been condemned by the international community. tet no one- think, however._

- that those repressive measures will ever succeed in erasing the identity of a

People: they will instead reinforce the Palestinian people's resolve to achieve its
legitimate national tights_ L

' iiBefore»éoncluding I must place on record the pog;tioﬁ of ﬁhe:?élestinian o
people toward‘sisterly.lunisia;'towardé the great TUﬂisian pegpleféné;ﬁéwafdsvthé )
Tunisian Government. We highly regard the position‘or Tunisia and the éactifices _
it has made for the Palestinian cause. The’Pélestinian7peop1e'w111 femainngfateful

to Tunisia and we shall always commemorate the comingled Palestinian ‘and Tunisian

. bloodshed in the cause of national pride and dignity.

The PRESIDENT I thank the representative of the Palestine Liberation

Organization for the kind words addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of the Syrian Arab Republic. I invite

him to take a seat at the Council table and to make,his statement,
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ﬁtfm§l4MAS§l;{syrian Arab~Republic) (interpretation from Arabio): I

shall be making; this statement. in my yca,pac_i‘t'y» as Cha irt.nanxbf;ﬁe Arab Group for this
mqnth'_ v - | _ | |

| I am pleased, Sir, to tell you. how gnatified the Arab Group and my delegation
] are at seeing you presiding over the Security Council's deliberations this month.
We are fully confident‘that.your experience;and wisdom;will»indeed;be the best
guarantee for the,successdof the-Council‘s'nork this month. We are all the more
vsatisfied by your presidency, 8ir, because of the common struggle which unites our;p
peoples against the rabid racist régimes in SOuth Africa and occupied Palestine. }

May I take this opportunity to»expressrto the,Permanent Representative of
»Yugoslavia, Mr.. Dragoslav Pejic. our appreciation for his efforts to promote the ’
‘role of the Security: Council in dealing with the important issues before it during
k his_presidency,last month. We. congratulate him for the excellent manner in which ‘
he: presided over the Council's deliberations and for the successes he achieved..

The Security COuncil convenes today to consider one of the gravest challengeS-
‘faced by the international community to date, the assassination of the great
iPalestinian leader, Khalil al-Wazir, 'Abu Jihad' in- his home in the capital of
yTunisia, Tunis, by members'of the Israeli Mossad.

The Security Counéil has. just heard the important statement made by the
Minister for. Foreign Affairs of Tunisia, Mr, Mohammed Mestiri, which leaves no room
for doubt that that terrorist act.of'assassination was. planned and undertaken by
’members of the Israeli intelligence service, the Mossad, after approval by the »
Israeli Council’of Ministers. That was clearly mentioned and. pointed to in press;.
ireports and press analyses from occupied Palestine. ‘It was an. act that violated :”

'Tunisia*s sovereigntyo territorial integrity and inviolability.
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It w111 be recalled that Istael perpetratea &h act of aggré§“icm agafnst

Tunisia's SOVereignty. security and’ territoria], 1ntegrity in ch.obef 1985, when s:lx‘
Israeli/military aircraft béﬁbed’fﬁé*lﬁf&lﬁty Ovabf§‘Cedriar-ééliéﬂ?ﬂéﬁmém*?lager
a. small town situated in the southern subux:bs of: 'I‘unis. an attack: t‘eSultmg in many
1ossee 6filtfe'and"propertyx, Theé Security Councii, in- fesolution 513 (1985),
condem’ned that ’a'cb of armea'aa‘ggre'SSion perpetrate'd'by Israel agé"frfs“t” Tunisian 17ar‘1>.aif
in clear violation of the Charter and the ruleé of: international law. and.
behavicut. It called apon Israel to "refrain from pe:petrating such actS‘of
aggression or from the threat to do so . » | |
In:a flagrant defiance of the 00uncil and its tesolution, 15ta6] perpetrated a
new act,of‘aggtession'agaiﬂgt_Tunisia:’ this time: its victims:wete;the militant
Abu Jihaa‘eb&-a numbet of hiskassistaﬁts. erhis pro&es to thé‘QOf{diféfkagain thaﬁ‘;
Israel persists with-impdnfty in its outlaw behaviour and 1ts_ﬁe§;§ﬁis€fat£s¢,ﬁotﬁ
_ inside'aﬁa‘outside the ocCﬂéiedlter{itcries ahd’againsc‘the scvefeigﬁty;aha; |
.territériél integrity of other States. | | ‘ | v |
abu Jihad always fought to liberate his national éoii'f:bm'21ﬁﬁie£'eccgpatioﬁf77
and tc; rees‘to'f:e the nati,onal ri.gh"ts'ogf hie ~Ai'ajb PaI,,e"stin,i,an Qéf@’plé' a”cfQ.o’f‘di‘i:ige to:
'inte:netional law, the Chagteﬁ of' the Uﬁited?ﬁaticns and.the}pﬁlnéiples of juStice
of civixizéd society. Hiskeséasejnaiion‘ﬁee moté:thancen‘act'cf!State;terforismz
i;'wasra flagrant, premeditéted violation of Tunisia’s edverefganréﬁd=tefrito?£ai ‘

integrity.
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integnafionsi peace: gﬁa Seéufity the Security Council, in which the inteznational
| commu_r'ii;‘ﬁ}?? bigs: zeposed. i:i;,s: fol1, conﬁdence, cannot allow that crime tO» go without
puni‘sﬁm‘efﬁt;.; Furthermors, Ehé countc'iji.. @,ust‘ take e‘f’fec't'me measures to-. e-n'sure- ,:
respect for: law and for the sovereignty of States and their territorial integrity |
’ana to: prevent the. petpefration of further such. tertorist acts in- future.
Those: who assassinéted Abu Jihad thOught that by that act they would put an:

enﬂ,to the: uprtsing of our peOples in the occupied Arab territories against zlonist

occupation and- crimes.. However, they: were mistaken, even though they indeed

managed to: assassinate an: 1nd;vidua1, they cannot asSassinate an- entire people,

~ OUE brothers! uprising; {n the' occupied Ax;ab tetri‘torie’s will continue untfl

it has naae;the garth shake under the boots of the Israeli oceupatiOn's soldiers,
The wave: pf aﬁger and rgvolt of the masses in the ‘West Bank, the Gaza Strip and the
Syrian Arab:Golan has met: with.mote barbarism-by the Israeli:occupation:forcesi
which fn turn led: to: £urther: do;zshs of martyred: and wounded: Balestin;'ans and more
"ﬂéPéztaiiQhS,anm?the;o@ﬁﬁpied'te:ritories.’ | |

| A In Deécember last: yegt the. Secutity Council met at the very outset of the
‘popuiafsvalestiﬁian uprdsing against Israeli occupation, and it met again several
times eincve then, adopting tesolutions 605 (1987), 607 (1988) and 608 (1988), in
which it reaffirmed thezneed»fot Tsrael to abide.hysthe'pravisionsoof,the 1949
Eourthiseneva Coﬁvention;:eiativé to the,Protection;of ciyilian,?érsons in Time of
War., Those resolutions; sailed on: Ifsfaei: to put:an.end: i.meii,stelyﬂ to its _g.olticies

and practices which are in:violatfon of the provisions o;f- the Convention.
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Instead ot‘ heeding those tesolutions, fsrael has esca‘.latea its ba“fbalii‘é

oppressive fne,asnres against our- brothere in the. occupi?ed. Erab territories.. Iﬁa edy.

it has sent its terror ist groups and commandos: to Turiisia to C'a,YTLSZT- ouf: an: act of

assassiﬁatidﬁ*dﬁffhe'veryiteftitbry'of“thétrCQUﬂtt?;‘

The Palestinian uprising is the strongest postible expressiom of the rejectiof:

of zionist occupation; it demonstrates .thé entrenched }det‘.g;rminati_czﬁfy to: cofitinuve the

struggle: 'nn'_t:ii the’f inali,enabié. na‘t:iona']‘." aspirations 'of the: Pa‘iésttiﬁi;ﬁ,ﬁ;; people: are:

a,chrieved = in particular the right to tét“urn,. the right to self?“-ﬂé“féﬂf\fiﬂatﬂibﬁ: and:

.the nght to build its own independent State on its. homéland.

in all its Fascist and ta,cist: u,‘gl;ihess. with all I:f.s‘: terrorist {??;E@Eiﬁ‘eﬁs It hag
ori‘ce' ‘aga'iri* placed béfore’ ihe’- world t-:he-- cause of a people: wh‘id’m"-» has 'sn'f‘f”effd‘% for: |
40 years, whether in occup1ea Palestine in 1948 ot in the oceuﬁié“a Pajé“sf*inian and:
other Arab territories since 1967, This-is a.pe0p1e whiéh»haSASﬁffépﬁasfiﬁm‘act$=
of aggressi‘on, acts of dispersal and acts* of ra’éigm', 'thﬂ'x‘r the Tel Aviv: t”ég“i;mé 1s
perpetrating daily through: M:s péiicy of declai:',ed official tér:rbri*sm,n s‘oﬁtxmés
called the policy of ¢he iron fist, and: its: practiz:es of ki11ling: th‘lﬁ;:éﬁ'r yéutﬁs*

and wofien, demolishing homes and beating the i'nh'abiftantam mass: d@it_e:n*fjgris;- and:

torture. Many of these acts were pointed out in the Secretary=Generslis geport

contained: in document S/19443. As thé report states, many of these: youths were
under the age of 16 and: somfez as. young- as 11 years old.  Those: mea‘éﬁfé’s ﬁ;ve;r mﬁvif |
teachea a pdint where the oecupied Afab tefr{tories are totaljiy under §ieg !—:ﬁigg;_
are totally isﬂated f’rom the outside:world, in an attempt to biami‘éﬁ Isr‘ea’li

practiges in those: territories and thé deporfatfon of Paiest‘i‘n'i“an »ﬁaﬁbna:[s f;pm

their bome,_lana o
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The uprising of the: Palestinian Arab people in the face of zionist violence
‘aimed at their very 11ves, property, dignity and everything they hold sacred
deserveszthe:support-of‘the'international community represented in this Council, so
,':that.thaﬁfpeople:may:iﬁdeedhenjoy its inalienable national rights, including the
right to return: to its-homeland and {ts right to'self~determination and the
.establishment,of its own independent State on its national soil, which cannot be
' negotiated. ! |
e Our people in the occupied Arab territories will maintain their struggle to
liberate their terntories from Israeli occupation. As they have always shown the
world, they are ready o make sacrifices. regardless of the cost. kThe
assassination of individuals, the slaying of children and women, the breaking of
bones, the acts of torture, the"demolition of homes and the dispersal of their
| c_inhabitantsj-ana*thegbeatingtof WOmen-inbthe streets and even in their'own homes by
7the Israeli;pcéupaticn'iQtCEs.Yas'well as_lsrael‘s escalationiof its barbaric
 oppressive aud‘Eascist:practLCesi which are unprecedentedrin the history of Fascist
racist régimes excent7perhaps in the case of South Rfrica, cannot put down our
people's struggle to liberate their land from Israeli occupation. .

The Security Counc1l, which is. today considering Tunisia s complaint against
Israeli aggression oh its land and sovereignty and against the assassination of the ,
great Palestinian leader Abu Jthad, is called upon to shoulder {its
| responsibilities. It is called upon to play an effective role in the maintenance
of‘international peace and security, a role which has been paralysed owing to the
repeated abuse of. the right of veto.{\It is called upon to condemn that Israeli actg
‘;of aggressiOn against and violation of Tunisia's sovereignty and territorial ’

integrity and the assassination of Khalil al-Wazir “Abu Jihad“
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-The PRESIDENT: I thank the representatiye of the Sytiaﬁ‘A:ab Republic

for his kind words addressed to. me.

The next speaker is the representative of Jordan. I invite fiim €o: take &

place at the Council table and to make his statement,
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Mr. SALAH (Jordan) (interpretation from Arabic)'b tbshould'like to say at

the outset that I am happy to speak for the States meubers of the Organization of
the Islamic Conference, which have authorized me to make this statement on’ their'
behalf. » | |

‘ I should 1like to congratulate you, Sir, on your assumption of the presidency
,of the Council for this month. We are convinced ‘that, thanks to your personal and .

professional qualities, your ‘great diplomatic skill and wide experience. the

' »Council will be able to- discharge its duties in an exemplary manner. I should also

'like to thank and congratulate your predecessor, the Permanent Representative of
‘Yugoslavia, Mr. Dragoslav Pejic, on his skilful and. highly objective conduct of ther
-business of the Council last month , ’

‘The Security Council is meeting today to consider the complaint submitted by -‘
vTunisia on the act of aggressicn to which it fell victim.‘ At dawn last Saturday,
16 April, an Israeli unit, numbering approximately 30, by air and sea violated the
‘sovereignty and territorial integrity ‘of Tunisia, assassinating the number two
'leader of‘the revolutionary-forces of Palestine, the'late Khalil al-wazir, in
‘ flagrant violation of the United Nations Charter and the principles of
international law.

From document /19798, dated 19 April 1988, which contains the complaint,of
Tunisia. it is quite clear that Israel is responsible for this dastardly | |
assassination._;A‘number of highly’placed Israeli leaders and,someiof,the lsraeli' :
‘média.have also'established‘Israelisiresponsibility.-.A-large'number of'Israeli":‘
personalities QIparticularly tsraeli extremists-~xhave‘uelcomed this crime. -

I ShOuld like to quote some excerpts frOm a. lengthy article which appeared on

the front page of the latest edition of the Washington Post, on Thursday

21 April 1988 concerning an inquiry on this subject, under the byline of

‘Glenn Frankel.7 I Should like to draw the attention of member s of the Council to
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this very important inquiry which was conducted in the Holy City of Jerusalem. The ,
“extracts I am about,to quote from this lengthy article establish guite clearly the |
responsibility of the Israeli Government for the violation of Tunisian sovereignty
and the premeditated plan that gave rise to the assassination of Khalil a1-Wazir in
Tunisia. | | |

(spoke in English)

... the assassination was approved by Israel s policy—making inner cabinet;_‘.
according to informed sources here ... [In Jerusalem] |

*"The operation was planned and carried out- by a combined team from the
Mossad spy agency, the Army,.Navy and‘Air FOrce, but the'actual-aSSassination:

early Saturday morning in Tunis was carried out by a special Army commando

unit known in Hebrew as the Sayeret Matkal, sources said. ,Ihe fame trénslates‘
as»'reconnaisance party of the general staff' | |
| 2'The raid was overseen by several senior military commanders in a
p‘specially equipped Boeing 707 who were in constant radio contact with the
,squad on the ground. | | | : . |
'The lo—member inner cabinet discussed the assassination twice: before
approving it ... No formal vote was taken at the second seSSionJ but the only
disSenting voice was that of Ezer Weizmank... _
'Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, who raised objections at the preVious
session, was silent at the wednesday meeting e Education Minister

Yitzhak Navon, who also had objected to the plan. was overseas and did not
/_'attend
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" %Siich an operation,'erte'Yoel Marcus,'columnist for'the'Hebrew‘Daily
.Haaretz, 'is good’ for our egos, . but doesn t deal with the serious problems ‘
- facing our country!’, ' Israel, he warned is reverting to 'the same methods and.
tools that were appropriate 20,‘30, 40 years ago. ‘.;.' |
_-At:beSt, these critics contend, the assassination'will be a seriousu"”
short-Eerm blow to the already fragile'ﬂiddle’East‘peaCe.process ;;.'“‘
"For several days, Israel 's official silence enforced by military
censorship, was effective in concealing the GoVernment's role, even though thef

modus oPerandi clearly was Israeli ...

*Even PrimévMinister Yitzhakushamir e has.notiheenﬂable to.restrain:
himself from broad'hints. At a'memorial ceremony for Israeli»war dead last
night, Shamir said, 'Let's hope that our enemies will realize and understand
that Israel knows how to wage war, and that a11 those who hurt us will be hurt»_
manifold" ... | |

*Three of'therArmy!s top commanders have ekperience_with‘raids_such,as _:
the one against Wazir. The chief of staff, Ceneral pan Shomron,‘i-itheiimlj
present chief’of‘staff - "led the raid on‘the'Entebbe, Uganda, airporthin‘r
1976 e His Deputy, Ma:. Gen. Ehud Barak led a 30-menber commando squad that
killed three major PLO leaders and dozens of Palestinian guerrillas in Beirut
in 1973. The commander of that operation, General Amnon Shahak, is now head o
of military intelligence. _ ‘

' : "Analysts say the assassination especially fits the strategic thinking of
Barak, a commander who. favours swift, limited strikes over grand-scale |

~ operations ,.. ‘. | " | }
'while the taiders were approaching their target, a8 Boeing 707 equipped

like .an Américan airborne warning and control system aircraft, with
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sophisticated electronic gear, was flying over the Mediterranean just outside
Tunisian air space. The plane was used not only to jam telephone
communications around Wazir! s home, as Tunisian inVestigators have charged,
but also to monitor and co-ordinate the entire opetation.r

(continued in Arabic)

This Israeli attitude cones as no Surprise to us, we ars used to it. This
‘attack reminds ‘us of a similar attack to which Tunisia fell victim on
1 October 1985, the Israeli air attack on'the Hammam.Plage region, a southern
suburb of Tunis, in order to destroy the headquarters of the Palestine Liberation
Organization. At that time the Security COuncil adopted resolution: 373 (1985) in
which it demanded that Israel refrain from perpetrating such acts of aggressiOh and:
urged States Meémbers of the United Nations to take measures to dissuade Israel from

resorting to such acts.
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This latest act of. aggression reminds us of another Israeli act' In 1973 a’
-group of Israeli commandos assassinated in identical circumstances three PLO
leaders in Beirut, flagrantly violatingvnebanese sovereignty>and territorial
integrity,; ; - , R
The Iist of lsrael‘s crimes.is‘a'very long one, beginning‘with_the~oeir YasSin
and othervmassacres perpetrated by‘the leaders_of,the Zionist_organizations.thatr‘:_
. founded israel‘igiven Israel’s expansionist and . aggressive‘nature, thatilist uilly;y°
certainly not close with this attack against Tunisia and the assassination of t-
Khalil alﬂWazir. .
This case reminds us alsobof Israel s 1981 aerial aggression against Iraq and -]
its destruction of‘the peaceful nuclear reactor, of Israeli aggression against the
territorial integrity of Lebanon, much of whose territory has been under - |
occupation' including its capital, Beirut.' The southern part of Lebanon, the
so-called security zone, is occupied by Israel to this day.' We recall also last‘
February’s assassination of three PLO leaders in Cyprus and the explosion, also in f
Cyprus, of the ship cartying Palestinian returnees.‘ ”
Any obserVer.of the israeli leadership can discern'in these examples a precise
concept of lsraeli security: that Israel alone determines what it believes to be a
threat to its security, then acts. on this as it sees fit, irrespective of
international law and practice.' With respect to secure borders, Israel arrogates :
unto-itself*the'rights it would deny others: It is: ironical that Israel demands :.
Secure bordérs while'States near Israel'stborders are subject~to attack.‘ Israel»
continues ‘to: occupy Arab lands and act under arbitrary laws against the legitimate
owners of those lands. It ejects them, it attacks states that offer them
hospitality, it carries out military operatiOns of sabotage and reprisal - all
under thHe cover of self-defence. We could expect WOr se catastrophes were all

States to aGOpt the same notion of security.
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These misguided‘notions'of securityfand'selfedefence’poselaithreat»not-only*toa.
Vneighbouring States but also to the entire world~ they would make the: entire world
the preserve of Israel. Israeli acts carried out on thevbasis'of:thgse notipns
contrevene the pr inciples of internationaliaw: and the norms of Staite:». ebn'duct;’ they:
violate theifundahentaleprinciples on the basis ofnnhiehsthe Unitédf&atiens was
. estabiished/and which govern.relationsfamongistates, first andrforenostnthe-
principle of the non-use or. threat of use of force against the territorial
integrity or political independence of other States, as set out in Article 2 (4) off
the Charter, the principle of the sovereign equality of States, and: the principle
of the right of peoples to self—determination.

Israel's violation of these and other principles of international law over the
past 40 years is the true reason for the: tension and. instability in the Middle ) |
East, which has been unable to lead a normal existence guaranteeing freedom,
tranquillity, prosperity and progress for all the. peoples of the: regiOn., ‘

The Israeli aggression now before the Council. ‘which resulted in: the murder oﬁ_k
a principal leader of the PLO, is but one entry in the long list of Israel's
repeated attacks against the Palestinian people, both\within the pccupied Arab
territories and’outside them. rsrael attempts to- portray these attaéks as & simple
reaction to: the Palestinian peoplels struggle and tesistance, whigh Israel
characterises as “terrorism'

But the truth is very different. The ’Palestinian struggle {s. in t;esponse; to.
_thé acts.otfaggression to"whichipalestinianslhave been‘Victinubotﬁ:on theirIDWnr
lands &and in exilec ‘The. resistance is intended only to realize the national
,'aspirations.of-thE‘Palestinians-b to: put an end to. occupation, g Lo} achieve
: self—-determination and to leaa a normal, stable l.ife as enjoyed by a:[l the other:

“pedples of the world.
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Israel always blames the Palestinians for terrorist acts in the Middle East,
“but it is in fact-Israel that orchestrates them.' Such acts'preceded the founding

" of Israel and have continued since, they have become offiCial policy.“ I have not

- the time to go into all the acts of terrorism of which the Palesinians have been

'Victim at the hands of Zionist organizations in Palestine before and since the ,’
. founding of Israel. ’ ‘

Israel thinks that hy liquidating anprincipal”leaderiof the:PLo'it can put an
end to the popular uprising in the ‘West Bank and Gaza and shatter the resolve of
"that valiant, fighting people. But Israel has made a great mistake' In fact, the
Palestinian struggle is not a struggle of individuals, but rather the struggle of a
people, a people that is determined to pursue its struggle to regain its national
_rights and freedoms, a people that has faith in its cause. The Palestinian people
“'has not.met the expectations of Israel'r Dozens more martyrs have fallen, for,

, ‘Palestine is dear to the hearts of its inhabitants- it is sacred to all the world‘
Mus1ins, “ | P

We offer our sincerest condolences to the PLO and the Palestinian people for' |
the great loss suffered in the assassination of Khalil al*Wazir, and we express our
.-solidarity with the Palestinian people. | 7

We further state our full solidaritv with the Governent and the people of
Tunisia._ Because of its devotion to the principles of international law, Tunisia
_‘occupies an: important place on: the international scene. Tunisia has offered its
'hospitality to Palestihians in this third exodus; it has always supported their-
L legitimate struggle for dignity and freedom.‘ Tunisia is well known for its policy

- of moderation, open-mindedness, friendship and cordiality.
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We reiterate that the Israeli attack aga inst Tunisian sovereignty and:
'territorial integrity is a crime that must certainly be punished. For that reason:.
_we call upon the Security Council to _adopt a resolution reaffirming its resolution
573 (1985) and compelling Israel to respect its international obligations in:
keeping with the principles of the Charter, and in particular Ari;ic,le 2 (4).

’ We also call upon the Secretary-General, His Excellency Mr. Javier Perez
‘jde Cuellar, to keep this matter under review ‘and report to the Council on. any: new

infotmation and on progress made in the 1mp1ementation of. the resolution.
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We would also like.tortake:this opportunity to thank theusecretary—General for
his statement expressing his great concern at the attack by Israel iunisia has
submitted a complaint to the Security Council, ‘thereby demonstrating its confidence,
in the Council and in- its ability to punish the aggressor and force it to respect .
the-principles offinternational:law upon which the Organization is based. If that.
is not done Israel will continue to use force as an- instrument to achieve its

anbitious for terrorial expansion and to practise it in the occupied Arab

territories and throughout the Middle East._

; Th9~PRESIDEN?5‘~I thank~the representative of Jordan for his kind words
addressed’ to me.

Mru,BLANCI(France) (interpretation.from‘French): ’If the situation were

not g0 tragic for Tunisia, I would say to ‘His: Excellency Mr. Mahmoud Mestiri,vthe

“Tunisian Minister for Foreign Affairs, how pleased we are to see. him again. Things

on: behalf: of my entire delegation, our respect and our friendship for him
'perscnally and for his country.

France condemns a1l acts of violence,"which are obstacles to the easing of
Vtensions; tondialogue and to'the establishment ofipeace in’the Middle East.

| All of us here are committed to the quest for a just and 1asting'peace that

can ensure the security of all States of the region and justice for all peoples.
Individuaily or collectively, we havevall under taken a determined effort to achieve
such a settiement. France, for its part, ~has continuously adVOcated‘dialogue and
it tirelessly repeats that peace and security require mutual recognition, which
will pave the way towards negotiations.‘

The assassination of one of the main. Palestinian leaders constitutes a
kflagrant and brutal blow*to the goal shared by the international community as a

whole, namely, the establishment of peace based on the principles ‘of law and
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justice and through the concerted actions of all the parties concerned. we-cannOt'
but condemn such an act. |

ac the same _time -vth'at act eo'nstitu‘tes a new and 'intolerahlie attack aga’in‘s;t' | 7
-Tunisian'sovereignty. In these trying times we wish tolexpressaour entire,synpath?l
and solidarity to that friendly State, with which France maintains expecialiy closen
I'relations. T | o |
Tunisia symbolizes a. tradition of hospitality deeply rooted in the heart of
-the Arab nation. Given the wisdom of its policy and ‘the soundness of its '
decisions, that country. under the distinguished leadership of President Ben Ali,

. ;is an ideal place for meetings, for exchanges of views and for dialogue, Hou,can-
‘we fail to feel-outragevat any act that is aimed at negating the values embodied bytg_.
'TUnisia and at undermining the friendship and respect it enjoys in: the
‘international oommunity? ’

The Council must express in the strongest possible terms the intétnational
conmunity's condemnation of that attack. The Council must. reaffifm its: respect for
. the dignity with which the Tunisian Government is shouldering its resp0nsibilities :

at this difficult time. The United Nations must assure Tunisia of its sympathy' a»nd,h '
~ active sol'idarity-.': o | N

'SirfCrispin TICKELL'(United Kingdom)i. We are now happily familiar with

: you, ‘8ir, as. President but I convey my best wishes to you all the same, in the
‘knowledge that'you 8o not really need them. We also convey ourfthanksfto your:
»gpredecessorffor hiSfeXceptional management of'the Council'at an“arduous time.
‘.old friend on‘'a sad end, I am afraid bitter occasion. ' }
' The murder of Khalil al—Wazir, a leading member of the Palestine Libergtion

.Organization, in Tunis o 16 april was a senseless act of terrorism. We do.not
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Know w1th certainty who was. responsible, nor whether a Government directed the
- mutrdeérers, v _ A' ‘ » ‘;; |
| We condemn terrorism inﬂall its'forms.'xaut support or sponsorship'of murder
by'Governmentsiis'doubly“repugnant: it isva betrayal of the natural expectation‘of
‘the international community that Governments will uphold the rule of law.} The
General Assembly in resolutions 40/61 of 1985 and 42/159 of 1987 unequivocally
condemned as criminal all acts, methods and practices of tetrorism whatever and by
whomever committed including those which jeopardize friendly relations among ”
States and their security. Murder of a political adversary indicates a refusal to
rlisten to his: arguments and: meet them in kind Tt means a rejection of the |
Processes»by-which the problems,of Palestine must eventually he resolved'ir a still
greater-tragedy is to betaverted., The Council, in its knowledge of the background 1
to this incident. is all too familiar with the consequences of policies which
support or condone terrorism.- '
In October 1985 the Palestine Liberation Organization in Tunisia ‘was the
- target of ah attack which constituted a grave affront to Tunisian sovereignty.
Then, 8S: now, the Government and the people of Tunisia deserve the sympathy of the
international community for an outrage committed on Tunisian soil. Tunisia has an
honourable history of participation in United Nations peace-keeping and of n
‘contributions to the vork of the Council. Tunisia has been generous in its
hospitality*to‘victims oféothervconflicts. Itideserves'better than repeated
assaults upon its security. | _ | : | ‘
My delegation wishes to express its sympathy to the family of Khalil al-Wazir,y
particularly his wife and daughter, who: suffered the horror of witnessing the
-murder, wWe also: express our sympathy to the 9alestinian people for their loss..
Our condolences go equally to the families of the three others who were murdered in

the aftack.
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The PﬁESIDENT-VF I thank the representative of the Unitea Kingaom for his 3
‘kind words and best wishes addressed to me. | '

Mr SARRE (Senegal) (interpretation from French)- FirSt, SIr,'I wish to
convey to you my delegation s congratulations on your assumption of ‘the presidency.:
'rof the Security Council. Your mandate gives us in Senegal reason: for hopé, since
v'your great country, Zambia, has presided with great devotion and competence over
the affairs of the Organization of African Unity (OAU). We are convinced that
under your competent, dynamiclleadership the COuncil‘will sucgessfuliyrdi5c058~thef
. burning issues before it. : | | | |
. Allow me also to pay tribute to the energetic, exemplary and wise way in which

_.your,predecessor, Ambassador Pejic of-thoslaVia,,conducted the:cpuncilﬂs;business~

--_during a particularly busy period.

E My country was shocked and indignant to learn of the latest act of aggressi”
- - against a friendly, peaceful country, Tunisia. Once again there has been a-
"flagrant violation of ‘the sovereignty and territorial integrity cf a country-member
of the.united Nations. Ihat,act is indefensible in international 1aw. fuy-cenntry
expresses itsrsoiidarity=with thegmunisian éeople, and we take thiszéyﬁottnhity to
express our great concernnthat»there should be no‘simiiar violations€afifﬁnisiaﬁf
territory in the future. ) ‘ ‘V | : ‘ | v
_ The violation of Tunisian territorial integrity resulted in the assassinationy
of Mr. Khalil aliWazir, a highly placed leader of the Palestine Libefation B
Organization (PLO)- His assassination has been condemned by the*wholt
in terna tional cOmmunity . ' ‘
7 The presence amongst us of His Excellency M. Mahmoud ehmed Mestiri, the
Foreign Affairs Minister of Tunisia, cleariy’teflects the concern of the Tun191an
_ authorities over this twofold act" the-violation'of a:Stateis,tettilbrialw

integrity and’ terrorism.
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Re“sp’eﬁt for the ter‘ﬂtorial integrity of States is a guiding princ:.ple of the :
Unitéd*ﬁatiens Charter, and: the Generel Assembly fn its relevant resolutions has
categofically condemied: tertorism." |

There' {5 fio need to describe again the facts giving rise to this meeting., Nor
shall T g6 into the eviﬂéricé- d.ifectiy Mpli‘cating Tsrael. Other speakers have
already done so eloqaentiy and authoritatively. b shallfsimply mention the iji:.
followinq facts.

There iS‘conclusive infotmation showing that there is no shadow of a doubt,k-

either amongst Arabs of Israelis, that Israel deliberately violated Tunisia s .

tervitorial integrity and snvereignty.r

Secondly, the scale of the means used and the.censemmate;professionaiismﬁof_’
the'perpetratctS'excluﬂés the possibility of a group of individuals acting in an
isolated way. e | ' e

Those ﬁacts are fogxeaIVCOhcernlto my Government, because of thei:;
cbﬁsequenceSEféf,the,eteﬂibiiity of a number of érinciples on which;thevptesent :
international orﬂef is based.

We: tEgard the murﬂet of Mr. Khalil a1~Wazir as. & definite act of terrorism.
The fact that {t was sponsored by & State Menber of our Organization and carried
out40n'the.terti£oryjof anethet gives the situationfa peculiar character of its OWn;e

While {nternational terrorism is in and of itself a scourge that must be k
ecmbste'd,;-‘ State~gponsored: terrorism {s the nb‘st dangerous form for the stability of

relatioas between States and’ the maintenance of international peace and’ securitY-

~viplation of Tunisia's territbrial integrity and soveteignty and on the other hand
the assasgination of Mr. Khalil al-wezir, as a terrorist act that the international

community finds Intoxereble. such condemnation would be in keeping with the
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principles defined by the Security“Council'in its:resolutions'573;(&9@50 and:

579 (1985) and by the General Assembly in its resolutions 40/6) of' 9: Decembet 128?

and 42/159 of 7 December 1987,

My country's respect for the human person d;:aw‘s.vit_,s, strtengtﬁ, f:pmthehumanisl ,
traditions of Senegalese societyvand,the fundamental‘provisionscéf?gnt v
Constitution, which provides, among other things, that the human: person: is sacred
and the State has the duty to respect and,protect it. That is why Mr. al*Wazir's
murder cannot fail to arouse our oondemnation.

' We also fully condemn ‘the flagrant violation of the tetritorial integrity and
independence of Tunisia, a friendly country and a Member of the United Na?tions,
well known for its devotion to peace and co—operation between: natioris. The:
infiltration of commandos from Israel and the carrying out of murﬂen on. Tnnisiani
soil violate all tbe tules of international law and: the spirit and: Ietter of the
Charter of our Organization.

Senegal wishes once again to express to the delegation of 'ifunisia the sympai:hy‘j
and solidarity of the fraternal pe0p1e of Senegal at this diffictilt time. We also

wish- to convey our condolences to the. Palestine LiberatiOn organization, the. |

bereaved family of M. al-=Waz:ir and the families of the othet. vi‘ct:l'.mst

Before I conclude I should like to say a few WOrds about what: seems to me: to

~ be the source of all these tragic events - the situstion in the Middle. East. The:

violation of Tunisia's territorial integrity and’ sovereignty ana the assassinat;cm

N of‘ a highly placed Palest-inian lea'derv 'are'- brutal: remnde::s of the ix_npetati‘fe nee,éla,-

- to. find a just and lasting solution to the st:aeli—Arab conflict, at the: core: of

which {s the question of Eales,tine. while we: lack- 8 political: soluiion
guaranteeing the Palestinians the exercise of their inal:ienab_l,e;- tight; £

self-determination and €he creation of a State, and guaranteeing that all the
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States of the regioh may live in'peace within secure and~recognized-b6rders,b1:
will bé difficult to halt thevcyéle of violence that for mbré'thany40 yeérs.haé
sown death and disérray invthat part of the'world. L
| The’cause of peace 1s,hot served by the assassination of‘political leaders,
deportations, coliective phnishménts:and the muzéiihg of the press to meet the
 needs of fepression. Sugh‘acts simply'poétpone the reaching of-é'péaéefhl,
settlement and cast doubt on the ability of the United Nations to find just and‘
lasting solutions to conflicts that afe‘a c9nétant threat‘to_intefnational peace
and security. | |

Seriegal continues fo ‘b'eli'eve in the possibility.of a political soluf:ion tb the
Middle East conflict. Such afSOIuﬁion should be sought within the framéwérk'of the
international peace cénference on the,Middle East, és laid down in many General
Assemblﬁ resolutions. As in’thevpast, my country will continue to méke its moaést .
contribution to efforts to find a just and lasting sélution fo the Arab-Israeli |

conflict.

The PRESIDENT: I thank the répresentatiVe of Seﬁegal»for.his klnd words
addressed- to me. | | | .

Mr, DJOUDI (Algeriai (interpretation from Freqch): First, Sir, on behalf
of the Algerian delegation énd on my owh béhalf I wish to e‘xpr.ess a warm welcomé to
our brother His Excellénéy Mr. Mahmoud Mestifi, Foreign Minister‘qf Tunisia. His
pfesence hgte and his detailed stateﬁent-to'the Council point to the é#txeme ‘
seriouéness of the évents~that have justioccu;red iﬁ his country.

I need ﬁot emphasize the étrong bondskof friendship and solidarity‘that‘join

our two countries in our search for a common future. That means that everything
affecting Tunisia's sévereignty,‘territorial integrity and indépendence is of

direct concern to Algeria and becomes a matter of prime importance in our policy.’
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on tne night of 15-16 April, using the most sophisticated means in its war
machine and‘obviously with traditional accompl ices without whOm'such‘an operation
would have been.inconceiyable, the zionist secret service violated the sovereiagnty
and integrity of Tunisia, entered the domicile of a Palestinian leader, killed the
,guards who were protecting him and murdered him with unprecedented savagery.

Having been.bombed on 1 October 1985 by the'Israeli air force, Tunisla, a
.brother country and neighbour, is thus once again the victim of aggression which,
while underscoring the nature and seriousness of the'violation of international law
that it,represents,'earns its perpetrator the‘internationalvcommunity‘s firmest
t “condemnation.’ | | |

'There;can be no doubt that it is the Zionist leaders mho bear direct‘
responsibility for this crime. One need not merely wonder,who benefits from the
crime in order to identify its perpetrator' In this case‘the criminal - assured,
today as yesterday, of impunity by virtue of the indulgence heaped upon it even in
" this Council - did not take any precautions and even,went so far as to acknowledge
uith”consummate cyncism and arrogance the existence of an assassination élan which
-had~long been in the making. | | | o |

‘In oold-bloodedly'murdering Abu'Jihad,.a pillaryof'the,PaleStinian resistance,
_'theumere‘mention oftuhose name evokesrcontinuity in the national liberation
‘Astruggle and.tne inevitaoility of its victory, the Zionist leaderS'oBviously'wished
-'to_demolish the symbol_and enample uhich he'represented. |
They also'wanted to quashithe popular uprising which has continued in the

occupied-Arab'territories for four months now with daily'deathsy wounded and

_imprisoned as well as expulsions,
By this. odious assassination, the Israeli leaders have simply revealed to the

" world their extreme disarray in the face of the resolve and her01sm of'mere
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adolescents armed only with their faith and who, day after day, tirelessly proclaim ‘
their rejection of occupation and, with their stones,‘the national reality of a
Palestinian people‘convincedlof the'rightness of its causé and determinedfto see it
triumph. |

| In an orgy of frenzied abandon the occupying‘Power has spewed all itsispite,
hatred and rage in an attempt to repress:a popular uprising that cannot be
stopped. The Zionists may have been able to eliminate the fighter, but not the
symbol The children of Abu Jihad, witnesses to his murder, are. the same age as.
their brothers fighting in the occupied territories. The legacy of Abu Jihad is

that young Palestinians today have taken up the cudgels for -their people s,'

irresistable national aspirations.
It has long been established that the zionist régime, far from abiding by
international law, systematically ignores and violates that law, placing itself

above universally accepted standards ~ encouraged, as it is, by the impunity,it

enjoys, to pile one fait accompli upon another. - for‘several decades the Israeli
leaders have been resorting to a special kind of morallity in carrying out their -
~aggressive ideology of domination and conquest.

A symptom‘of that ideology, the.terrorist operation against Abu Jihad‘is.a
flagrant violation of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Tuhisia,ba
hospitable, fraternal country in solidarity uith us and with allipeoples fighting
for full recognition of their rights. |

| This act of aggression also reveals that the-zionist’leaders have chosen the
'Maghreb as ‘a natural extension of the Middle East in which to expreSs their policy'
of power politics,‘ Thus the Middle East conflict threatens the very gates of

Europe, which has been secure for many years but is now suddenly vulnerable.
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Thes also, the Zionist régime shows its similarity to the power of apartheid,
wbich a few days'age, with eomparable premeditation, murdered fréedow fighters in
Gaborone and in Parisf |

- Once again; the Security Council must face its respbnsibilitiessunder ;he
Cherter. vwiil it;continue to perﬁit’a régime-which ignores universallyeacceﬁted.
~ standards to continue to violate the sovereignﬁy ahd territorial integrity'bf
States, to essassieate men;‘wemen and child;en in cold blood, to resort to the-most
abject forms of intimidation and terror?

The Council must today condemn, in the strongest terms, the Zionist régime's
yiolation of,funisia's sovereignty and territorial integrity. Equally, it-must
condemn the odious murder of a Palestinian leader‘in Tunis; ﬁaétly. it must call
upon the Zionist regime to reséect the fundamental rights and fréedoms of

Palestinian citizens and to cease resortxng to violence against them:

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Algeria for the kind words

he addressed to me.
In view of the lateness of the hour, I intend now to adjoutn,thgrmeeting. The -

next meeting of the Security Council to continue the consideration of the item on

‘the agenda will take place tomorrow, Friday, 22 April 1988, promptly at 10.30 a.m.

The meeting_roee et 1.25 p.m.




