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ANNEX

Mfahanistany Statement issued on 14 April 1988 by the Secretary of

State for PForeign and Commonwealth Affairs of tha United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Treland

I welcome the Geneva agreement and the Soviet Union's declision to withdraw its
forces from Nfghanistan. I congratulate the United Nations Secretary-General and
his Parsonal Representative, Mr. Diego Cordovez, on the success of their efforts,

I pay tribute to the courage and perseverance of the Afghan Resistance in its
struggle against the Soviet occupation forces: and to Pakiatan for its
ateadfastness and generosity in giving shelter to much of the world's largest
refugee population,

Fight years of Soviet occupation have left Afghanistan devastated. The help
of the international community will be required to repair the damage and make
possible the early, voluntary return of the refugees in safety and honour., We are
in close touch with our European Community partners, our American and Pakistanti
friends, the United Nations Secretary-General, United Nations agencies and private
voluntary organizations over thia issue.

Since 1979 Britain has provided some £50 million to support Afghan refugees,
We now pledge a further £10 million for the relief and resettlement of Afghan
refugees in the current financial year (April 1988-March 1989), provided properly
co=-ordinated international arrangements are put in place.

I hope that Soviet withdrawal and the return of the refugees will pave the way
for the Afghan people as a whole t6O reach a comprehensive internal political
settlement: a settlement that will include the Resistance and lezd to the election
of a truly representative government hy a aenuine act of self-determination., The
establishment of a cransitinonal government, whose {ndependence could not he
contested, might bhe the way to achieve this,

Britain calls for all concerned to respect the non-alignment and independence
of Afghanistan., I urge the Soviet Union to implement fully its decision, I hop>
4lso that in recognizing the error of their ariginal intervention in Afghanistan,
the Soviet authorities will be quided hy a comparable wisdom and realism elsewhere
in the world,




