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FREEDOMS, INCLUDING THE QUESTION OF THE PROGRAMME AND METHODS
OF WORK OF THE COMMISSION: ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES AND WAYS AND
MEANS WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM FOR IMPROVING THE EFFECTIVE

ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

Afghanistan*, Albania*, Angola, Argentina, Armenia*, Australia, Austria,
Barbados, Belgium*, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Cameroon*, Canada, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia*, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark*,
El Salvador*, Equatorial Guinea*, Estonia*, Ethiopia*, Finland, France,
Gambia, Germany, Greece*, Guatemala*, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti*, Hungary*,
Iceland*, Ireland*, Italy*, Kenya, Latvia*, Lebanon*, Liechtenstein*,
Lesotho, Luxembourg*, Madagascar*, Malta*, Mauritania, Morocco*,
Netherlands, New Zealand*, Nicaragua*, Nigeria, Norway*, Peru, Poland,
Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Senegal*, Slovakia*, Spain*,
Sri Lanka, Sweden*, Switzerland*, Tunisia, Turkey*, Uruguay, Venezuela
and Zimbabwe*: draft resolution

1993/... Strengthening of the Centre for Human Rights

The Commission on Human Rights ,

Recalling all relevant General Assembly resolutions as well as its own

resolutions on this question,

* In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3 of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council.
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Considering that the promotion of universal respect for and observance of

human rights and fundamental freedoms is one of the basic purposes of the

Charter of the United Nations and an issue of the utmost importance for the

Organization,

Acknowledging the increasing attention given to and activities undertaken

by the United Nations system in the field of human rights,

Recalling that the Secretary-General, in his report on the work of the

Organization for 1992 (A/47/1), stated, inter alia , that the "Charter of the

United Nations places the promotion of human rights as one of our priority

objectives, along with promoting development and preserving international

peace and security", an approach which he also would apply in his proposals

for the biennium 1994-1995,

Emphasizing the important role of the Centre for Human Rights as a

coordinating unit within the United Nations system in the promotion,

protection and implementation of human rights and the need to provide it with

sufficient human and financial resources, particularly in view of the fact

that its workload has dramatically increased while resources have failed to

keep pace with the expansion of its responsibilities,

Recalling also that the Commission, in paragraph 30 of its report

(E/CN.4/1988/85 and Corr.1) to the Special Commission of the Economic and

Social Council, reaffirmed that "the paramount consideration in the employment

of staff at every level is the need for the highest standards of efficiency,

competence and integrity, and is convinced that this is compatible with the

principle of equitable geographical distribution", and bearing in mind

Article 101, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations,

Welcoming the fact that the World Conference on Human Rights shall make

recommendations securing the necessary financial and other resources for

United Nations activities in the field of human rights,

Noting with appreciation the measures taken by the Assistant

Secretary-General for Human Rights aimed at improving the administration and

management of the Centre for Human Rights,

Noting also that without additional resources commensurate to the

additional mandates, measures for the improvement of the functioning and

efficiency of the Centre for Human Rights cannot be effective,



E/CN.4/1993/L.73
page 3

1. Requests the Secretary-General to enhance the role and

importance of the Centre for Human Rights as a coordinating unit within the

United Nations system with respect to human rights;

2. Welcomes the efforts of the Assistant Secretary-General for

Human Rights and encourages him to continue to implement measures to improve

the efficiency and effectiveness of the Centre for Human Rights;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that sufficient resources

are accorded to the Centre for Human Rights to enable it to undertake all its

functions, in full and on time;

4. Also requests the Secretary-General and the competent

United Nations bodies to implement, as appropriate and as a matter of urgency,

the relevant recommendations which the World Conference on Human Rights makes

with regard to securing the necessary financial and other resources for the

strengthening of the Centre for Human Rights;

5. Decides to consider the question again at its fiftieth session.
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