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I. INTRODUCTION

1. PUl":Juaot to the L"equeut cont.aine.d ill Ge.net·al Aaa ..~mbly L'csolution 39/141
of 14 D,~cembe.r 1984, the Couunission 00 Nat"cotic Drugo initiat.ed at. its thit'ty­
rit'sL st')ssion (11- 20 February 1985) the pL'epat'ation of a dL'aft convention
against illicit tL'affic in narcotic drugs and pnychotcopic subst.ancea, At. its
ninth :;pecial session (10···14 February 1986), the Conunission, in resolution
I(S-IX) of 14 FebL'u3.I.'y 1986, identified 14 elementa as mcdting inclusion in
an initial draft convention. It I.'equest.ed the SccI.'ctat·y--GenerOll to circulat.e
11 pt'oliminary dt":lft lo nmmbet's of the CO-n"unission and ol-het' inteeested Govern­
ment.s, and to present a compilation of their comments and/or proposed textual
changes for constdecatlon by the. Conunission at ita thirt.y- second sess ion
(2-11 February 1987),

2. Accordingly, the Divinion of Nut"cotic Drugs prepared a draft convention
against illici!:. traffic in nat'cotic dt'ugs and poychotL'opic substances
(E/CN.7/1987/2 and Corr.1) and circulated it to all Governments under covet" of
note NAR/CL,8/1986 of 8 August 1986. The Division late.r submitted to the
thirt.y-necond session of the Conuuission a compilation of the conunents and/ol'
pt'oposed textual changes n~ceived from Goveenn\ents (E/CN.7/1987121Add.1 and
Core.l (A/C/E/F/R) only and Corr,2 and 3 and Add.2 and Corr,I).

3. In it.s resolution 41/126 of 5 December 1986, the General Assembly
requested the Commission on Nuecotic Druge, through the Economic and Social
Council, to continue at i to thit"ty-·second regulae session its work on the
draft convention against illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psycholt'opic
substances in the most expeditious manner, :::0 that it might be effective,
widely acceptable, and entee into force at the earliest possible time. It
also requested that a peogt'CSS report be submitted to the International
Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking.

4. Following examination at its thit"ty-second session of the pL'eliminaey
draft of the convention and the comnumtr> and/or proposed textual changes
submitted by Goveenmenl:.s, the Commission on Nat'cotic Drugs appt'oved draft
resolution I. entitled "Pre.pat'ation of an international convent.ion against
illicit. teaffic in narcotic deugs and psychotropic substances", for submission
to the Economic and Social Council at itD first regulae session of 1987.

11. ACTION BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

5, On 27 May 1987 the Economic and Social Council adopted Commission on
Narcotic Drugs deaft t'Boolution I of its thirty-second session as Counci 1
eesolution 1987/27.

6, In paragraph 3 of that resolution. the Secrelat'y-Genet'al was request.ed
"to prepace a wot'king document that would con:::olidate the draft prepat'ed by
the Secretary-General, the conwents made by Covernments (embodied in document
E/CN.7/1987/2 and its addenda) as well as those made by the States participa­
ting in the thirty--second session of the Commi~:;sion. as reflected in chaptet'
11 of its rcpoct, and its resultf:l. including the results of the woeking gt'OUp,
and to cieculute it to statos by 1 Hay 1987", The document was also to include
"a dt'aft pt'eambular part, 3 section on the implementation meChanism, as well
as draft final provisions",
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7. In paragL'aph 4, the Economic and Social Council decided to Cl.t:.ablish ";1n
open -ended intergoveL'nmental expert gL'OUp to meet if n<?c<?ssary twice in 1987
(perhaps in July and October), each sencion lasting one to two weeks. acco~ding

to available resources, to review the working document, to ~each agreement on
the article:; of the convent.ion, whet'ever po::;cible, and lo peepare a L'cvi:;ed
working document". In pat'ag~aph 7, lhe Secretary-Goneral wa~ requa:..t.cd to
diotribute, by 1 November 1987, the Expert:. Group's revi:::ed d~aft to stotes for;
review. In paragraph 8, the Secretary-General was further requ~::;ted to report
to the next session of the Gonunbwion on the resull!> of the open-ended inler-·
goveL'nmental expet't gL'OUp and to provide any commcnts ft'om Governments on the
Expet't Group's revised draft.

8. In paragt'aph 6, the Council re-itcL'ated the request to the Secr;etary­
General contained in paragraph 4 of General Assembly re:.:oolution 41/126, to
report to t.he International Confet'ence on Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking
on the pL-ogL'eSG made in preparing the dt'aft convcntion.

Ill. ACTION BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

9. In implementation of pat'agraph 3 of Economic and Social Council resolu­
tion 1987/27. the Secrer.ary··Cenet'al pt'epared the wor1<.ing document t'equested in
that paragt'oph (DNO/DCIT/WP.1 and Add .1) :::md cicculat.ed it to all Covemrnents
undet' cover of note NAR/CL.5/1987 daled 29 April 1987.

10. In June 1987, pur13uant to the request contained in pat'agt'aph 4 of Ceneral
Assembly resolution 41/126 and paragraph 6 of Council resolution 1987/27. the
Secr;etary-Ceneral pre13entcd to the International Conference on Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking a t'epoet (A/CONF .133/5) on the progt'c::;::; achieved in the
pt'ep::lration of the new draft convention against illicit. traffic. in nat'colic
drugs and psychott'opic substanceG.

11. Also pursuont to paragraph 4, the Secretary-Ceneral organized two
seusiona of the open-<?nde.d intet'f,ovet'tunent:ll expet't gL'oUp, which met at the
Vienna International Centee from 29 June to 10 July and 5 to 16 Oct.ober 1987.

12. In compliance with paragraph 7 of reco1ution 1987/27, the Secrel:.aL"y­
CeneL'al distributed the Expert Croup'u report to states for L'eview, under
coveL' of note NAR/CL.17/1987 dated 30 October 1987. That L'epol't contained th£.l
revised text of draft or;ticles 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14, as amended
by consensus, OL' with variants indicated in aqU:lre bt"ac.kets when no agt'eemelit
could be t'eached, together with the texl of two new draft articles (2 biG and
11 biu). The repot't of the Expet't Ct'oup also reflected the genecol debate on
articles 3 and 4 and the pL'eliminat'y exchange of viewa on the preamble, th~

implementation meaGUl'eS and the final clauses of the draft convention.

13. As t.he time available did not peL'mit examination of 3t'ticles 1 and 5. 3S

well a13 thorough consideration of articles 3 and 4, the pt'e;:lmble, the imple­
mentation measurea and the final clauses, it WUG the conscn13Uf:> of the Expert
Croup that a third seGsion would bG desirable in order to complete its work.
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IV. ACTION BY THE CENERAL ASSEMBLY

14. At its foctY'5econd scsnion, tho Genecal Assembly adopted, on 7 December
19117, reaolution 42/111 entitled "Propat'al1on of a draft convention againat
illicit tt'aEfic in nat.'colic dL'ugs and psychotL"opic substancea". In paL"agt'aph 4
the Secretat'y-Genet'al was requested "to cOliaidet" convening the inteL"govern·
mental export geoup for a period of two weeks immediately prioL" to the tenth
opecial session of the Conuni:>cion on Narcotic Dt'ul;c in oL"det' to continue
t'evision. of the working papol." on the draft Convention against illicit tcaffic
in no.t'cotic drugs and psychotropic subst.ances and, if possible, to CBo.ch
agt"eement on the convontion"" 1/

15. In pat'agraph 5. lhe Comminsion, through the Economic and Social Council,
wo.s t'equeatod "to study and, if possible, approve, at its tenth :.>pecial
sesGlon, the dt'aft. COlwcnHon against lUici t Tr:lf fic in Narcotic Dt'ugs and
Paychotropic SubGtancoG, and to prepaL'c t'econunend:lt:.ions on the next:. meaSUt"CG
to be taken with a view to concluding the pl'opar'ation of the convontion,
including thu pocsibilit.y of convening a Plenipot.entiaL"y Confet"once in 1988
fat' it:; adoption".

V. ACTION 'PROPOSED FOR THg COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUCS
AT ITS TENTH SPECIAL SESSION

16. In. view of the request contained in pat"agL'aph 5 of General A:;:.:;embly
tOesolution 42/111, the COP\l1\iusion on N.lLcotic Drugs should try to eeach agL'ec .
ment, at i tc tenth tlpecial sBsaion, on the complete revised text of the draf t
convention and recommend what Gteps Ghould next be taken to conclude its
prepaL'ation.

17. To aasist it in fulfilling thin mandate, the CommisGion on No.t"cotic
Drugs will have before it t at its tent.h special scssion, the repot't of the
Sect'etary-Ceneral. as requested in paragraph 8 of Council recolution 1987/21.
Th:3t t'epoet is contained in the four pads of document E/CN. 7/1988/2 (Pat'ts
I-·IV). Pact I ia the pt"aGent document, Which contains backgt"ound infot"mation
on the PL'cp3t'ation of the new convention. P'U"t 11 is the t'eport of the Expert
Gt'OUp on its first and second :.>ecsions llnd also contains the revised draft:.
text of thoce llt"ticles which it completed at those seas ions (see para{;t"aph 11
above). Part Ill, when iOGued, will cont:lin a sununary of comments eeceived
ft"om Covernments concerning the t"Gvised dt"aft texts rcpcoduced in Part 11 (see
paruge:lph 11 above); Pnrt IV. When issued, will contain the repot't on the
third GCGsion of the Expert Ct'OUP (SOB pat'agt"uphs 12 and 14 above) and the
l'evised dL"aft texts of the o.dditionnl articles which the Expet't Group 'VdU
h:lVC completed or reviewed in. P:lt't.

11 The Socret3L'y-Ceneral has accordinj;ly made p1.'ovisiol1S to convene a thil.'d
session of the Expel't Croup, which is scheduled to be held ft"om ft'om 25 Janu:ll'y
lo 5 February 1988.


