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of Trag to the United Nations Office at Geneva
addressed to the Centre for Human Rights

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United
Nations Office at Geneva presents its compliments to the Centre
for Human Rights and has the honour to enclose herewith a
memorandum related to the serious violations of human rights to
which the entire population of Iraqg is subjected as a result of
the continuation of the economic blockade of Iraqg, which
constitutes a flagrant violation of human rights in living and
purposeful disregard of the principle of correlation between

man's civil and political rights and economic, social and
cultural rights.

The Mission would be grateful if the Centre kindly regard
this note as an official document of the Commission on Human
Rights at its forty-ninth session under agenda items 12 and 24.

GE.93-11210



The Mission wishes to enclose herewith the aforementioned
document in Arabic, English and French, and hopes that it is
published at present in these three languages with a view to
circulating them during the discussion of the two aforementioned
items.



Annex

Document presented by the Iragi Delegation
before the forty-ninth session of the Commission
on Human Rights under agenda items 12 and 24

Iraq would like to draw the attention of the
Commission on Human Rights to the serious violations of
Iraqi human rights, as a consequence of the continuation
‘of the economic blockade, proceeding from the principle
of correlation between the civil, political, social and cul- -
tural human rights, as underlined by the UN resolution,
the last of which being the General Assembly resolution
no. 47/137.

A simple review of the figures listed in this
document will undoubtedly clarify the systematic violations
of the right of th Iraqi individual in living, as a result
of serious shortage of food and medicine- an issue that con-

stitutes a contribution in committing real crime of genocide.

We trust that this document will serve as a
starting point for the Commission on Human Rights to
shoulder its responsibilities in putting an end to these
violations that are practised in the name of the Internatio-

nal Community and International Law.



1. Effects of the economic blockade on the therapeutic

services for patients and on medicine.

A. Therapeutic and diagnostic services were largely affec-
ted due to the economic blockade, as a result of the
shortages in medicines and other medical requirements
such as equipment, X-ray film, laboratory equipment.

It is noteworthy that 90 percent of the existing equip-
ment are out of order due to shortage of spare parts.

All this has led to inferior level of therapeuric servi-
ces, which was negatively reflected on the patient and
led to a huge number of mortalities, where upon (98669)
patients died up to 1991, and the occupied beds and
those prepared to receive patients fell by 50% than that
before 02/08/1990. Despite the adoption of the Security
Council and Compensation Committee resolution that permit
Iraq to use its frozen assets in world banks for the pur-
chase of medicine and food, yet, most of the countries

- keeping such assets did not allow their banks to accept
the credits which were opened by the Central Bank of
Iraq for the purchase of medicines and medical require-
ments, ‘whose value for 1991 alone amounted to approxi-
mately US$ 265. (lraq imported US$ 600 worth of medicines
annually before the Gulf war). In consequence the balance
of medical material declined in such a manner that huge

numbers of mortalities fell victim to this economic blockade.

B. The economic blockade resulted in halting all shipments
of medicines and medical requirements which were contrac-
ted between the international manufacturers and the Iraqi
Ministry of Health prior to 02/08/1990. Part payments of
these medical purchases were been remitted in advance to
the supplier before 02/08/1990 but they were not delivered,
which contributed largely to the shortages.



C. The Coalition aggression and the subsequent acts of rio-
ting inflicted gross damage on the buildings and proper-
ties of the medical institutions as a result of the hostile
bombardment. The damaged institutions amounted to (429)
hospitals and health centres, equal in value to 250 million
Iraqi Dinars, equivalent to US$ 750 millions. The damage
included buildings, medicines, medical and service equip-
ment, ambulance automobiles, other medical service vehicles,

medical furniture and other vasic medical equipment.

The aggression also inflicted damage on the
basis infrastructures related to the improvement of envi-
ronment, including sewer projects and purification of
waste water plants, resulting in the spread of epidemics
and diseases such as Cholera, Typhoid, Malaria and
Dyzantry... etc. The estimated value of combating these

diseases amounted to approx. US$ 120 millions.

2. Figures on the rate of children in lIraqg's society

and the risks of future effects posed by the blockade.

No demonstration of serious effects of the eco-
nomic blockade on the Iraqi society can be objective
unless supported by statistics on child rate in the Iraqi
society in order to be able to perceive the danger posed
by the economic blockade on the society as a result of

children malnutrition and rising mortalities among them.



Estimated no. of Iraqi children according

to age category for the years 1987-1995.

Age Category 1987 1992 1995

No. of No. of No. of
children % children % children %

0-1 566447 3.5 736000 3.9 775000 3.9

1-4 2198386 13.5 2208000 12.0 2325000 11.9

5-9 2468250 15.1 2688000 14.6 2777000 13.9
10-14 2148409 13.2 2462000 13.4 2616000 13.1

Total 7381492 45.3 8094000 43.9 8493000  42.5

Tctal Iraq

population 16335199 18422000 19997000

It is concluded from the estimated table above that the rate of
of children in the lraqi society accounts for a high rate com-
pared to other countries. The rate amounts to approximately
half of the countries population. When this huge part of the
society is inflicted with malnutrition and growing mortality rates
it clearly demonstrates the intentional designs to annihilate the
growth of the lIraqi society. By further adding to the children
rate of 43.9% the elderly rate of 5.5% of Iraq, along with the
rate of women over 15 years amounting to 28% of Iraq's popu-
lation, the total rate of children, women and the elderly amounts
to 77% of the population. This total rate provides a clear pic-
ture of the extent of the serious future damage inflicted on the
_population of lraq as a result of the blockade, particularly,
women, elderly and children. This is a situation asserting the
intention of those countries, that insists on the continuation of

the blockade, of committing a genocide crime against the people



of lraq as defined in the International Convention on the

Prevention and Punishment of Genocide Crimes of 1948.
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3. Effects of the economic blockade on prices

and standard of livi-ng.

Iraq is an oil producing country, whose ecomomic
structure was built dependant on imports that have played a de-

cisive rile in securing the requisited of economic balance."

The blockade targeted, in a direct manner, the pre-
vention of Iraq from exports, with a view of denying it the fo-
reign currency revenues, as well as freezing its assets abroad
and depriving it from receiving loans, credit and facilities for
the Iraqi private and state organizations, tnus, rendering lIraq
unaole to import aue to tne non-existence of financing resources,
to such extent as to deprive it from benefitting fyom the facilities
allowed by the Security Council for the importation of foodstuffs

and medicine.

The GDP has decreased by nearly 54% for all the sec-
tors in 1991, compared to 1990. This decrease is not only linked
to the halting of exports, such as oil, phoshate and sulphur, but
as a result of the significant shortage of raw and semi-manufac-
tured material which Iraq counts for their imports from abroad.
For the same reason, the capabilities of building and construc-
tion became limited. It is expected that such drawback of the 1992
production activity will continue, with the continuation of deferred
demand on replacement, causing maintenance and spareparts for

the different types of equipment and transport means.

The local production fulfils only a tiny part of the
demand. All efforts made to increase the production collide with
the blockade obstacles. Agriculture in itself requires imported
seeds, and local fertilizers are insufficient to cover the require-
ments of the agricultural production increase. Moreover, the machi-
nery, tools and spareparts required by agriculture cannot be pro-

vided locally and are easily subject to breakdowns.
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On the foregoing basis, it is expected that the food
gap, especially the grain will remain widened. Moréover, and due
to shortage of fodder and veterinares requirements, the animal
production has plunged deeply. White meat production witnessed
a decrease from 2.1 million tons in 1990 to 0.33 million tons in
1991. Table egg production also declined from 1631 to 399 million

eggs for the same period.

The decline in the production activities level has also
increased unemployment among new. graduates and decreased work
opportunities in general and for women in particular. The logical
result for the decline of import and domestic production is the sharp
reduction of the offered corhmodities which inevitably leads to a
continuous rise in general price level, hence the rise of speculation,
which in turn contributes actively to spiraling inflation. It is not
noteworthy that halting foreign currency flow to Iraq and the free-
zing of its assets have rendered the competent authorities imcapable of
interfering in the exchange market, leaving the foreign exchange
rates to sky-rocket in an imaginary manner against deep-plunging of
the Iraqi dinar's value. Therefore, the inflationary waves have al-
ways started with the prices of imported commodities and their local
alternatives to encompass the whole economy, only to serve once more
the increase of demand for the foreign currency in the exchange

market and to re-feed the vicious circle of inflation.

The prices of basic commodities have become far beyond
the reach of most of the lraqi families, particularly those of limi-
ted or semi-limited incomes. This can be well perceived when exami-
ning the following up-to-date table of basic commodities prices
and compare it to a college graduate who receives a starting sala-

ry of about 165 Iraqi dinars.
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PRICE IN IRAQ! DINARS

Commodity une 90‘ Dec. 92 Increase
Mutton 1 kg 7,0 75 1000%
Chicken 1 kg 2.4 60 2500%
30 Eggs 2.5 _ 50 1016%
Powder milk 1 kg 4.5 250 5000%
Tomato paste 1 kg 4.3 15.8 367%
Tea 1 kg 2 80 4000%
Sugar 1 kg 0.4 12 3000%
Wheat flour 1 kg 0.1 8 8000%
Gas cooker 204 4800 2300%
Car battery 22.5 1000 4500%
Car tire 21.9 . 2000 9000%
Cotton cloth 3.2 30.4 | 637%
Air cooler 145 5000 3500%

One can imagine the extent of the Iraqi individual's
suffering with the living requirements. The prices shown in
the above table are largely typical. The prices of certain com-
modities increased in a sharper pattern. For example, the rear
tire of a medium size agricultural tractor costs about 150ID in
June 1990. Now its price has exeeded 5000ID. Prices of certified
seeds increased in a similar pattern, perhaps more. I[nflation
has its effects on production costs. Thus the state has been
obliged to increase the price of purchasing agricultural brops

at similar rates in order to maintain production incentives.
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The rationing voucher system (state distribution)
has contributed in providing minimum level of sufficient food-
stuffs at the prices prevailing prior to the blockade. Similars,
costs of electricity, medicine, purified water and petroleum
products remained without increase. The Iraqi society would,

otherwise, . have suffered total collapse.

Even so, the general average of consumer prices
and that of food stuffs reached in July 1992, 508% and 614%
respectively compared with 1990, which demonstrates the inten-
sity of the negative effects of the blockade, despite the states
efforts to maintain the variety of the aforementioned commodities

and services.

It is worthwile to say that payment of workers
salaries and wages from the national ecomomy as a whole in-
creased in: 1991 by 32.6% compared to 1990, while the general
average of consumer prices increased by 255% for the same year.
This means: that the real purchasing power for the total sala-
ries and wages decreased by 65% for that year alone. Thus we
can imagine the extent of suffering in the last quarter of 1992,

and how conditions will develop under the continued blockade.

4. Losses inflicted on facilities.

The economic blockade imposed upon lraq since

August 1990 has directly affected all sectors of Iraq's economy.
The most severe losses were the virtual or partial breakdown in
the facilities and operating them at higher costs, as well as
discontinuation of oil exports and oil products imports and inte-
rests accrued on foreign loans and investments, together with
the delay in the execution of the development plan projects.
Total losses for the period 01/03/1991-01/04/1992 amounted to
12460076392 1D (1 Iraqi dinar = US$ 3.280) as illustrated in the

following tables:



13

I11 1.9 6€8 L96 €69 S11 791 LLT 72l VL0l
6£9 0Z¢ 16€ 6LL 880 7Y 098 1€T LOE 11joaq ~L
855 €LE 69 96¢ G€0 11 291 8¢¢ §S sasuadxa 1ay1Q -9
99L €61 LE 66 0£S 8 LT8 799 8T CECENENEE -S
€06 GSZ 0Y1 290 ¥%T 91 178 110 21 uotie1daadaq -
S1€ 2Y0 2 980 2L 622 00€ 1 1uay -¢
872 89S S 9¢7 2€6 1 21Q G€9 ¢ pted sisaisjuj -C

789 916 €€z 692 026 ¢ €17 966 002 pied
safem pue satie(ES -1

26°7°1-26° 1" 1 26 17 1-16°¢€" 1 $SO] JO 221n0S

saeul(q 1beaj

[ ‘ou ajqe]

6617 1-1661°¢"1

9pe20[{q 3y} O} aNP pPaIINdUl $ISSOT

S$2111[10®] JOo umopieaaq sl1ajdwo)




14

G16 198 027 ¢ €9¢ 168 €Y9 2GS 0L6 9LL 1 SonuaAal
ut aduaisjjiq
26" 1-16"¢° 1 ¢6" 7 1-26"1°1 26 1°1-16°¢"1 SSO[ JO 38danog

S9111[10®) JO umopMeaiq [eliaed

4

‘ou a[qe]

o617 1-1661°¢" 1

SpeYO0(q 3y} O] INP PaIINdUl $9S5S07]




15

28T 1v6 99 766 65G 9¢2 8tc 18¢ 6¢C TVLOL
S60 997 L9 6£S GSY 8 9SS 010 6§ sasuadxa 13y1Q -¢
866 1.6 89 L8T 661 L1 118 2L1 16 sadem Ul 25BAIdU] -z

6€1 €05 62€ 89¢ S0¢€ 002 1.8 L61 621 [siudwaainbax uorionpoad
Jo sadtad ul sseaaduj -1

26 7 1-16°¢" 1 267 1-26"1"1 26" 1" 1-16°¢"1 550 | Jo 221nog

saeulq 1beaj

s2aow s$3502 uolleaadp

¢ rou sqe]

2661 7 1-1661°¢C"1

9pEYD0]q J1WOUOI?

2] O} aNp paJandul Sasso]




16

€57 L11 228 L

80t G88 €8L 1

71 2€2 8£0 9

TVLOL

€81 997 €

€81 957 ¢

sijonpoad (1o

Sutlaodwt jo 31s0)

0LZ 199 8I8 L

80€ G88 €8L 1

296 SLL 7€0 9

syaod x2
110 apnad jo

uolienuiiuodsi(g

67 1-26°¢" 1

2677 1-26° 11

26" 1°1-16°¢" 1

SSO[ JO 22anog

saeuiqg 1beaj

*sjonpoad (10 jo sjzodwi pue (10 apna)

7 ou alqe]

6T 7 1-1661°¢C"1

ape>d0[q 2J1WOouodd

9yl O] anp palindul S$3SSOT




1.8 268 65 €61 929 %9 8.0 97T G61 TYLOL
05z 770 09 711 869 S1 9¢1 9v¢ Y7 S1UW1S3IAUL UB1310]
uo $1s2131ul -G
L9g €T%7 6 228 71 1 Gv0 182 g1 $11peaad
uo anp Sisardjut
Aelsp pue sisaiajul -9
NN AS S 669 a7 1 gL 060 ¢ [10
! Jo Buliadarw-uou o)
— aNnp panidde sisalalul -¢
6EL . LSZ 65 0€Y7 989 1¢ 689 0LS L€ sjuawAed paiidjap
uo §15aa31ul -z
8G0 064 91t gzl 256 7T 0t Ltg 16 sueol -1
uo S$153J31uUl
67 1-16°¢" 1 26 7 1-267 11 26 ¢ 1-16° 11 Sso| JO uls1aQ

sieul(q 1beij]

S1UQUW]SIAULl pU®B SsuUerO] CMw@hOw uo panadoe §153a91U]

‘ou a|qel

ape>d0[q DJlWOUO0dR

53Ul O1 anp pazandul s$35507



