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Letter dated 19 February 1993 fromthe Pernanent Representative
of the Republic of Albania to the United Nations Ofice at
Ceneva addressed to the Chairman of the Commi ssion on

Human Ri ghts

On instructions fromny Government, | have the honour to transnit to you
the text of the statenment by the Al banian del egation on the situation of hunman
rights in the former Yugoslavia, particularly in Kosovo.

| would ask you to have the statement circulated as an official docunent
at the forty-ninth session of the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts and to provide us
with the opportunity to read it at the Conmission's neeting, before the Vote
is taken on the resolution on the situation of human rights in the territory
of the forner Yugosl avia.

(Signed): Zef Sinon
Anmbassador
Per manent Representative

GE. 93-10969 (E)
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Situation of human rights in the forner Yugosl avia

1. The del egation of the Republic of Al bania sincerely appreciates the work
done at the forty-ninth session of the United Nations Commi ssion on Hunman

Ri ghts, including the draft resolution entitled "The situation of human rights
inthe territories of the forner Yugoslavia“. It especially appreciates the

i nvol venent of the United Nations in seeking a resolution to the human rights
situation in Kosovo

2. The Al bani an del egati on highly val ues the deterninati on shown by the
United Nations in closely followi ng the situation, condeming Serbian
repression, ensuring a United Nations presence in Kosovo, and applying
sanctions agai nst Serbia. The aforenentioned resolution, which deals in part
with the situation in Kosovo, constitutes, in our view, an inportant officia
docunent whi ch shoul d be adopted by the Commission. It reveals at |last the
real situation of Al banians in the former Yugoslavia. It condems the
oppression and the nassive violation of human and national rights perpetrated
by Serbs against the Al bani an popul ation

3. Treating the question of Kosovo as an urgent problemfor the

consi deration of the Conmission signals the beginning of a new approach, one
which we called for long ago. W trust that this forumw Il continue to give
t he question of Kosovo priority attention

4, It is especially inportant that the reconmendati ons of the Conmi ssion
concerning the flagrant violations of the human and national rights of

Al bani ans in Kosovo be consistently inplemented. The stronger pressure which
wi Il be brought to bear as a result cannot fail to inprove the tense situation
now prevailing in Kosovo.

5. VWil e Bel grade |loudly proclains that ethnic A banians are "the best
treated minority in the world", the civilized world knows that the Al banian
peopl e of Kosovo are brutally deprived of their hunman and national rights and
thus constitute a uni que case in the new Europe.

6. The Al bani an del egati on wel conmes the involvenment of the internationa
comunity, particularly the United Nations, in stopping the violation of human
rights in Kosovo and enphasi zes once nore that the first step towards a just
and | asting solution to the problem of Kosovo nust consist of: first, respect
for the rule of law, including the establishnment and free functioning of al
legal institutions; second, pluralist denocracy; and third, respect for human
rights in accordance with relevant international instrunents. The
establishment of these institutions would ensure that human rights are
respected. In this way, Al banians would be protected from Serbian viol ence
and oppression. In this way too, there could be no recurrence of the violent
suppressi on of Kosovo's autonony and the unilateral abrogation of the hunman
and national rights of the Al banian nmajority, as occurred in 1989.

7. It is the opinion of the Al banian Governnment that no political solution
can be just and lasting unless the expressed political will of the people of
Kosovo is fully taken into account and the right to self-determ nation
guar ant eed.
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8. Kosovo is not part of Serbia. The Al banian people in Kosovo are not a
mnority. "Autonony" must not be considered a just and lasting solution to
t he probl em of Kosovo.

9. In this context, the Al banian del egation wi shes to draw the attention of
t he Conmi ssion on Human Rights to the follow ng facts:

(a) Pursuant to the 1974 Constitution of the Socialist Federal Republic
of Yugosl avia, Kosovo has been a constituent elenent of the Yugoslav
federation and, in this capacity, has exercised its sovereign rights in such
federal institutions as the Presidency, the Parlianment, the Governnent, the
Judi ciary and the Administration, as well as all other federal organs and
forunms of a political and/or econom c nature;

(b) Li ke all other federal units, Kosovo had its own Constitution, and
on this basis independently exercised all of the powers of a fully federa
constitutional unit. Wthin this constitutional framework, Kosovo had its own
Parliament, Governnent, Presidency, Administration, Judiciary, Police,
Territorial Defence, financial and banking system health-care system Acadeny
of Sciences and Arts, university and other centres of higher |earning,
el ementary and hi gh school educational system nedia, cultural and scientific
institutions, etc.;

(c) Kosovo has its own territory and borders, laid down and guarant eed
by the Constitution. The delimtation of its territory and borders coul d not
be changed wi t hout the consent of its Parlianent. |In fact, not even the
borders of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia could be changed
without its consent. Nor could the federal Constitution be anended without
t he consent of Kosovo's Parlianent;

(d) The del egati on of Kosovo to the Chanber of Republics and Provinces
of the Federal Parliament had a right of veto over every decision taken there;

(e) Like all other federal units, Kosovo had one representative to the
Presi dency of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia who was eligible
for election to the post of President of the Presidency of the Federation.

10. In Kosovo, the Al banians, an inportant part of the Al banian nation, are
an indi genous popul ation. They have been living on their own ethnic
territories for centuries. They are in fact the successors of a conpact
popul ati on which inhabited the area nany centuries prior to the arrival of the
Slavs in the Bal kans.

11. The 3 million Al banians of the former Yugoslavia fornmed the third nost
nurmer ous people of this nultinational State, after the Serbs and the Croats.
Nowadays, the 2 million Al banians in Kosovo nake up nore than 90 per cent of
its population. They cannot therefore be dealt with as a "mnority", much

| ess as "persons belonging to mnority groups”. Nor, in fact, are they now
treated as a "mnority" or as a nmere "ethnic group” within the framework of
the International Conference on the Forner Yugoslavia. Moreover, Al banians
negati ve past experience with "autonony” shows that it is very fragile and
shoul d not be attenpted again.
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12. A peaceful political settlenment in Kosovo appears possible within the
framework of the International Conference on the Forner Yugoslavia, where the
representatives of the Al banians of Kosovo participate in negotiations with
the other parties concerned.

13. In this statenent, the Al banian Government has sought to present to the
forty-ninth session of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts certain essentia
aspects of its position concerning the difficult issue of Kosovo which, if not
addressed with due seriousness and attention, may |l ead to an extension of the
conflict to other areas of the former Yugoslavia and other countries,
endangeri ng peace in the Bal kans and security in Europe as a result.



