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The nmeeting was called to order at 3.15 p. m

VI OLATI ONS OF HUVAN RI GHTS | N SOQUTHERN AFRI CA: REPORT OF THE AD HOC WORKI NG
GROUP OF EXPERTS (agenda item5) (continued) (E/ CN. 4/1993/14; E/ CN. 4/1992/8;
A 47/ 670)

ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RI GHTS OF PQOLI TI CAL, M LI TARY
ECONOM C AND OTHER FORMS OF ASSI STANCE G VEN TO THE RACI ST AND COLONI ALI ST
REG ME I N SOUTH AFRI CA (agenda item 6) (continued) (E CN. 4/ Sub.2/1992/12

and Add. 1)

| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL CONVENTI ON ON THE SUPPRESSI ON AND
PUNI SHVENT OF THE CRI ME OF APARTHEI D (agenda item 15) (E/ CN. 4/1993/52 and
Add. 1-7, 53 and 54)

| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE PROGRAMVE COF ACTI ON FOR THE SECOND DECADE TO COVBAT
RACI SM AND RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON (agenda item 16) (E/ CN. 4/1993/55 and 56;
E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1992/ 11; A 47/ 432)

1. M. MBURU (Kenya) said he regretted that the Ad Hoc Wrking G oup of
Experts on southern Africa (E/ CN. 4/1993/14), had once agai n been deni ed access
to South Africa. Nevertheless, its report contained a well-docunented and

di sturbing catal ogue of human rights violations, indicating clearly that al
was not well for the nmajority black population in that country.

2. Al t hough the so-called legislative pillars of apartheid had been
abol i shed, their consequences still pervaded the educational and |egal systens
and the trade uni on novenent, since a systemas deeply entrenched as apartheid
coul d obviously not be eradicated overnight. Hi s delegation was convi nced,
however, that the South African authorities could have done nore to achieve
that aim It was also disturbed at the reported conplicity of sone governnent
organs in acts of violence, which not only resulted in the |oss of many lives
but al so undermi ned the denocratic process to which the South African
Covernment had conmitted itself. Those practices nust be stopped and those
responsi bl e held fully accountable. 1In that regard, his delegation fully
endorsed the concl usions and reconmendati ons of the Ad Hoc Wrking G oup and
hoped that the South African authorities would take heed of them

3. He wel coned the positive changes instituted by President De Klerk's
CGovernrment and hoped that the historic denocratic process woul d be pursued in
a spirit of dialogue and goodwi Il by all parties concerned in order to
establish a non-racial and truly denocratic South Africa. Nevertheless, the
restitution of political rights to the black majority would not in itself
produce a lasting political settlenent, since ways and neans nust al so be
found to redress the economc and social inequalities between the black and
white conmunities, so that the black najority people of South Africa could
play their rightful role in the econonic and social spheres.

4. M. HELLER (Mexico) said that his Governnent rejected al
institutionalized discrimnation and all restrictions based on racial grounds
and was conmmitted to conbating apartheid and all other forms of racia
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discrimnation. In conpliance with the provisions of the Internationa
Convention on the Suppression and Puni shnent of the Crinme of Apartheid, Mexico
had recently subnmitted its third periodic report.

5. H s del egati on had supported the CGeneral Assenbly resolutions calling on
the international community to give full backing to the process under way in
South Africa and to examne, in the light of the progress made in dismantling
key apartheid | egislation and noving towards agreenent on a new non-racial and
denocratic constitution, the restrictive nmeasures in force and to respond
appropriately to any devel opnents. H's Governnent had accordingly decided to
show i ncreased flexibility and, in June 1992, had authorized trade in certain
goods and services with South Africa as well as agreeing to its participation
in cultural and sporting events. Nevertheless, his delegation had al so
supported the General Assenbly resolutions concerning the need to maintain
certain restrictive measures in the financial, nuclear and mlitary fields,
including the arnms and oil enbargoes, until agreenent had been reached on a
denocratic and non-racial constitution. H's Governnent was conplying with
those resolutions and with Security Council resolutions 181 (1963)

and 182 (1963).

6. Al t hough a nunber of |aws considered to be pillars of apartheid had been
repeal ed, certain discrinmnatory provisions still remained in force,
particularly with regard to land reform the exclusion of the black popul ation
fromresidential areas and the | egal status of the Bantustans. The report of
the Ad Hoc Wirking G oup (E/ CN. 4/1993/14) al so nmentioned vi ol ence sponsored by
the security forces, operations to incite inter-ethnic conflicts and various
ot her human rights violations.

7. At the last two sessions of the Commission his del egati on had expressed
concern at the resurgence of racist violence and xenophobia in the world. Its
fears had, nost regrettably, been confirnmed by the re-enmergence of the worst
fornms of nationalism inter-ethnic conflicts and racism as illustrated by the
report of the Secretary-General on nmeasures to conmbat raci smand racia

di scrimnation (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1992/11). On the threshold of the

twenty-first century, new racist ideol ogi es were unacceptable, as were ethnic
and cultural discrimnation. Equally intolerable were attacks on unauthorized
i mmigrants, mgrant workers and minorities of any kind. It was disturbing
that such actions were occurring despite the wealth of international |ega

i nstruments on the subject.

8. He di sagreed, however, with the view expressed in the report that the
spread of racismand intolerance could be ascribed to political organizations
and smal |l independent groups with Fascist and neo-Nazi tendencies. The basic
fact was that such groups had created a new social clinmte of nistrust and
uncertai nty which was reawakeni ng the ghosts of the past. It was also

depl orabl e that extreme right-wing political parties should be able to pronote
intolerance with inpunity, under the cloak of denobcratic institutions.
Nevert hel ess, he wel comed the grow ng nobilization against racismin sone
countries and the willingness shown by certain Governnments to adopt firm
nmeasures against it.

9. The rise of raci smand xenophobi a neant that the Programme of Action for
the Second Decade to Combat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation was particularly
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i mportant, as was the need to proclaima third decade. The Commi ssion shoul d
take firmaction comensurate with the scale of the problem His del egation
woul d thus actively support all appropriate initiatives, including the

appoi ntnent of a thematic rapporteur on contenporary fornms of racism racia
di scrimnation and xenophobia, on the basis of the resolution adopted by the
Sub- Comi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities.

10. M. QUAUNI NE (Bangl adesh) said that, despite the increased opportunities
for international cooperation in the field of human rights created by the
recent political changes, a nunber of disquieting trends had energed,
particularly the onminous rise of the extreme right and virulent nationalism
The worl d had entered new and unchartered terrain where human rights nust be
respected in order to avoid chaos.

11. VWi | e supporting the reconmendati ons contained in the final report of the
Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts on southern Africa (E/ CN 4/1993/14), his

del egation felt that the Commi ssion could not ignore the escal ating viol ence
in South Africa which had led to a deterioration in the social and politica
climate and a halt to the constitutional negotiations. Mny of the changes

i ntroduced had been cosnetic and there was a continuing |ack of confidence in
the I egal system which was perceived to be an instrunent used to perpetuate
apartheid. No progress had been nade with the crucial non-racial |and reforns
and the incarceration of children and minors, deaths in police custody,
unabat ed violence in the townships, and the conplicity of the security forces
in acts of violence were inhibiting the constitutional negotiations and did
not facilitate the active participation of all the parties concerned.

12. H s del egation had consistently advocated the total elimnation of the
repugnant system of apartheid. A third decade to conbat raci smand racia

di scrimnation was needed not only to nonitor the transition to a non-raci st
society in South Africa but also to take account of the rabid nanifestations
of racism racial discrinination and xenophobi a el sewhere in the world. His
del egati on, which conmended t he updated report of M. Khalifa, the

Speci al Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1992/12 and Add. 1), felt that the glacia
pace of change in South Africa did not justify the lifting of sanctions unti
an interim Governnent had been el ected and apartheid conpletely dismantl ed.

13. M. CHAKRAVARTI (India) said that, although several key el enents of
apartheid | egislation had been repeal ed, the aspirations of the South African
peopl e could be nmet only through a process |eading towards the establishnent
of a denocratic, non-racial and unified South Africa, a process that required
a climate conducive to negotiations, rather than one of bitter violence. The
negotiations initiated by the Convention for a Denocratic South Africa
(CODESA), had been halted by renewed out breaks of viol ence, showi ng how
fragile the process was and how vital it was to end the violence. In that
connection, his del egation wel comed the neeting between Nel son Mandel a and
President De Klerk on 26 Septenber 1992 whi ch woul d provide guidelines for the
establishment of a denocratic constituent assenbly, transitional arrangenents
for a denocratic government and the release of all political prisoners.

14. Steps nust al so be taken to address the serious socio-econonic inbal ances
generated over the years by apartheid, so as to inprove the living conditions
of the di sadvant aged sectors of the popul ation, notably through efforts to
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tackle the critical |evel of unenploynent. Those inbal ances and negative
attitudes towards change al so hanpered the process of the transition to
denocr acy.

15. H s del egati on wel coned the fact that the South African authorities had
expressed readi ness to open a dialogue with the United Nations and
acknow edged its catalytic role in the transfornmation of their country. It

was to be hoped that the presence of the United Nations observers (UNOVBA), as
advocated by the report of the Ad Hoc Wrking Goup (E/ CN 4/1993/14) woul d
assist the full resunption of constitutional negotiations that woul d take
account of the views of the majority of the South African people.

16. H s del egati on wel coned the reconmendati on of the Economic and Socia
Council that a third decade to conbat raci smand racial discrimnation should
be procl ai ned, since that would hel p counter the new and virulent forns of
raci sm and xenophobia energing in various parts of the world. It was also
concerned that, while apartheid was on the retreat in South Africa, Fiji had
quietly institutionalized racismand racial discrimnation inits
Constitution. 1t hoped that the Fijian Governnent woul d eschew such
discrimnation and return to denocratic governance. |In that context he noted
t he assurances given by the Prime Mnister of Fiji to the United Nations that
the Constitution would be revised to renove its racist features.

17. M. PARK (Republic of Korea) said it was disappointing that positive
devel opnents in South Africa had been overshadowed by continued reports of
hurman rights violations, including violations of the right tolife, as
docunmented in the report of the Ad Hoc Working Goup (E/CN. 4/1993/14). The
timely intervention of the Security Council, through resolution 765 (1992)

and 772 (1992), together with the efforts of the Secretary-Ceneral, had hel ped
prevent further escalation of the violence and it was to be hoped that those

i nci dents woul d not jeopardize the denocratization process.

18. The soci o-economi ¢ i nbal ances deeply rooted in South African society
foll owi ng decades of apartheid could also threaten devel opment in the
transition period and beyond and it was inportant that both the internationa
conmunity and the South African Governnment should seek to correct those
inequalities, particularly in the field of human resources devel opnment,

enpl oyment and housi ng.

19. At its previous session, the Commi ssion had wel conmed the internationa
consensus on lifting restrictions on person-to-person contacts and cultura
and scientific links with South Africa, and his Governnent had consequently
applied a phased lifting of sanctions in accordance with the progress nade
towards a non-racial, denocratic South Africa. It had al so established
diplomatic relations with the South African Government on 1 Decenber 1992
That did not indicate any weakeni ng of his Governnent's anti-apartheid policy
and it was seeking to strengthen its ties with political parties and

organi zations representing the black majority.

20. In accordance with Conmi ssion resol ution 1992/20, appealing to the
international community to render all possible assistance to the front-1line
and nei ghbouring States, his Government had contributed grants in cash and in
kind to a nunber of the States concerned. It had also strengthened its
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anti-apartheid policies through enhanced involvenent in the efforts of the
i nternational community, notably through contributions to severa
Uni ted Nations programmes.

21. M. MOTTACH - NEJAD (Islamic Republic of Iran) said that, despite the
positive devel opnments in South Africa since M. De Kl erk had becone President,
the black majority was still effectively disfranchised, the Constitution had
not been anended, the educational systemwas still tainted by apartheid, and
brutality by the security forces against the black majority still continued.
The prime responsibility for protecting the lives of the people lay with the
security forces yet, as the report of the Ad Hoc Wrking Goup of Experts

(E/ CN. 4/ 1993/ 14) made cl ear, having been trained to inplenent apartheid
policies, the police were either unable or unwilling to intervene inpartially
and effectively to protect the Iives and property of the black popul ation

22. H s del egation therefore believed that the tinme was not yet ripe to lift
the international econom ¢ sanctions against South Africa and that the

i nternational community should nonitor devel opments closely and maintain its
pressure. Sanctions should be lifted only when there were genui ne grounds for
beli eving that racismand racial discrimnation were no |onger practised in
the country.

23. H s del egati on expressed its nobst sincere appreciation to the Ad Hoc
Working Group of Experts for its tireless efforts to present a picture of the
situation prevailing in South Africa and regretted that the CGovernnent of
South Africa had so far not allowed it to visit the country. H's Covernnent
and peopl e stood shoul der to shoulder with the people of South Africa in their
struggl e agai nst the abomi nabl e system of apartheid and would continue to
support South Africans vigorously in their efforts to achieve that goal.

24. Ms. SILVERA NUNEZ (Cuba) said that, despite recent news indicating a
rapprochement between the CGovernnent and the opposition denocratic forces, her
del egation could not ignore the irrational violence that had hitherto
prevailed in South Africa and which had been organi zed and mani pul ated by the
security forces of the South African regine with the participation of various
crimnal groups. Agents of the South African Governnent had been involved in
the training, financing and depl oynent of terrorist groups in the country,

i ncludi ng nercenary elements formng an international crimnal battalion
Those el enents were still hel ping the counter-revolutionary forces in the
region with a view to destabilizing denocratically el ected Governnents, such
as the Angol an Government.

25. In that context, reference should also be made to the sinister activities
of the death squads and ultra-right South African groups that were linked to
South Africa's police forces. There was serious concern about the conmplicity
of other sectors of the South African Governnent in crimnal acts comrmitted by
the security forces and about the extent of the control exerted by

President De Klerk. 1In any case, he and his Governnment had an obligation to
deal with the problens caused by the security forces and with the
deteriorating situation as well as to adopt additional neasures to ensure the
elimnation of all the apartheid legislation that still existed. The action
taken so far to dismantle the apartheid systemwas not sufficient to establish
a genui ne denmocracy in South Africa. Profound changes were al so necessary to
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put an end to economic discrimnination, which was increasing with every passing
day and had extrenely negative effects on the well-being of South Africans, in
particul ar the black majority.

26. H s Governnent therefore reaffirmed its position in favour of the total
eradi cation of the apartheid system It had no rel ati ons whatsoever with the
CGovernment of South Africa. It condemmed the policy of Bantustanization and
the war which certain governnmental sectors continued to wage agai nst

nei ghbouring countries. A Covernnment of national unity nust be established in
South Africa as soon as possible and an assenbly elected to draft a new
constitution that would lead to a non-racial and denocratic society. For its
part, the international conmunity should exert pressure to persuade the

South African Governnent to adopt urgent neasures for the abolition of the
remai ni ng apartheid structures, including those related to the activities of
the South African security forces.

27. The final report of the Ad Hoc Wrking Group of Experts on southern
Africa (E/CN. 4/1993/14), reveal ed the persistent violations of human rights by
the racist authorities and the Conm ssion should renew the Wrking G oup's
mandate. The report of the Special Rapporteur on the adverse consequences for
the enjoynent of human rights of political, mlitary, econonic and other forns
of assistance given to the racist and colonialist reginme of South Africa

(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1992/ 12) was al so a val uabl e contribution to the work of the
Conmi ssion. M. Khalifa had done val uabl e work as Special Rapporteur over the
years, and had made it possible to condenn the political, mlitary, economc
and other forms of assistance given to the South African regime by some

West ern Governnents.

28. Cuba had participated actively in the Second Decade to Conbat Raci sm and
Raci al Discrimnmination and had supported the rel evant Programe of Action that
had been adopted. Her Governnent regretted that it had not been possible to
carry out sone of the progranmmed activities and strongly supported the
declaration of a third decade beginning in 1993. |In that connection, the
Conmi ssion should pay particular attention to the resurgence of racist,
xenophobi ¢, discrimnatory, intolerant, chauvinist and neo-Fascist attitudes
and practices in various parts of the world, particularly Europe. Her

del egation thus firmy supported the appointnent of a thematic specia
rapporteur on contenporary fornms of racism racial discrimnation and
xenophobi a.

29. United States society was al so experiencing a resurgence of
discrimnatory practices in all its forns. The "dreant for which

Martin Luther King had died was no nore than a hope for the black, indigenous
and Latin Anerican mnorities, who suffered greatly fromdiscrimnation

There was a clear relationship between the arrogant and interventionist policy
pursued by the United States against the countries of the South and its
defence in the Security Council of the discrimnatory practices of the racist
South Africans and Israeli Zionists.

30. M. SENE (Observer for Senegal) said that, although the Ad Hoc Wbrking
Group of Experts on southern Africa had been unable to visit South Africa to
eval uate the inpact of legislative reforns and negoti ati ons on a new
constitutional order, it had been able to obtain information fromreliable
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sources. |Its report (E/CN. 4/1993/14) thus contained a great deal of

i nformati on on deaths in police custody, the adninistration of justice,
political trials, capital punishnent and executions, returnees, the right to
property and housing for the black popul ati on, freedom of expression, and so
forth. The report also clearly showed that consi derabl e agreenent had been
reached concerning the total abolition of apartheid and its replacenment by a
non-racial constitutional order in a denocratic and united South Africa.

31. H s delegation regretted the interruption of the constitutiona
negoti ati ons and considered that all the parties should be assisted to tackle
t he deci sive phase of the negotiations by preparing a climate favourable to
free political activity. To that end, the nedia and the security forces
shoul d be pl aced under the supervision of the parties concerned. The parties
shoul d al so set up an independent el ectoral conmi ssion to prepare the

el ections, release political prisoners, and authorize exiles to return in
conpl ete safety.

32. He noted that, pursuant to Security Council resolution 772 (1992), the
Secretary-General had sent to South Africa 30 United Nations observers
(UNOVBA) to take effective action on the problens encountered, particularly
the increase in violence, in cooperation with the machinery set up under the
Nat i onal Peace Accord and that the South African Governnent had agreed to

wel cone the observers fromthe United Nations, the European Conmunity, the
Organi zation of African Unity and many intergovernnmental and non-gover nment al
organi zations. The time had obviously conme for the United Nations to take

vi gorous action to accelerate the irreversible process of disnmantling
apart hei d.

33. The updated report by the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1992/12 and
Add. 1) denonstrated the inpact of econom ¢ sanctions on the process which had
i nposed changes in South Africa, but the | ast sentence of paragraph 76 shoul d
be anended, since a foreign investor did not have to pass through South Africa
to do business with sub-Saharan Africa. Consideration nust, however, be given
to the post-apartheid period in respect of regional econonic integration, when
South Africa's industrial potential could be one of the devel opment poles of
Africa. The International Labour Organisation had already begun to take
action along those lines.

34. Not e shoul d al so be taken of the role played by the O gani zation of
African Unity in sensitizing United States decision-makers to the question of
sanctions, which had | ed Congress to adopt the anti-apartheid act in 1986 in
spite of the position taken by the Executive. The appointnment of a bl ack
United States Anbassador to South Africa had al so had considerabl e inmpact on
the way of thinking of white circles in southern Africa.

35. The Secretary-CGeneral's report to the Sub-Conm ssion on neasures to
conbat racismand racial discrimnation (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1992/11) drew attention
to the new pseudo-scientific theories underpinning racismas well as to the
signs of a resurgence of racismand of prejudices against mnorities or

vul nerabl e groups. In that regard, the docunment mi ght possibly be reproached
for confining itself to the situation in Europe, North America and Australia
and not considering the situation in the countries of the South. |In any

event, it was conforting to note that recent mass denonstrations in nany
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Eur opean cities had shown that there was a civil society which woul d no | onger
permit the inposition upon it by a handful of fanatics and xenophobes of a
policy of intolerance and political violence. H s delegation thus agreed with
t he del egati on of Canada that the Sub-Conm ssion's proposal concerning the
appoi ntnent of a special rapporteur on racial discrinmnation and its new

mani f estati ons shoul d be carefully considered.

36. However, manifestations of racismdated back a long way in history to the
sl ave trade which had | asted for nore than three centuries and, as

Presi dent Senghor had stated, constituted the nost terrible hol ocaust known to
manki nd. H's Holiness the Pope had recently pointed out that slavery
continued to haunt the conscience because it was a crine of human bei ng

agai nst human bei ng and of human bei ng agai nst God.

37. Hi s delegation fully associated itself therefore with the

Ceneral Assenbly's decision to grant absolute priority to the fight against
all forns of racismand racial discrimnation and to devote a third decade to
those activities. It also welconed the recent establishnent in Paris of the
Uni versal Acadeny of Culture to examine the future devel opment of mankind in
diversity and the shared values of civilization in an irreversibly plurali st
wor | d.

38. The international community needed to nake full use of the information
nmedi a, scientific comunities, artistic circles, religious conmunities, trade
unions, political parties and non-governnental organizations to nmake the
people fully aware of the evils of racismand racial discrimnation. States
whi ch had not yet done so should be requested to adopt, ratify, and inplenent
the international instruments prohibiting racismand racial discrimnation

39. In Senegal, during the QAU sunmit in June 1992, President Abdul D ouf had
| aid the foundation stone of the Goree-Al nmadie Slavery Menorial. His
CGovernment, with the assistance of the international community, intended to
build at Goree a slavery nmuseum and a research and docunentati on centre on the
slave trade, human rights and the fight against racismand racia
discrimnation. In that way, to the extent of its nodest mnmeans, Senega

i ntended to participate actively in the fight against raci smand racia

di scrimnation.

40. M. TCHEUL (Cbserver for the Denocratic People's Republic of Korea) said
that the final report of the Ad Hoc Wrking Goup of Experts (E/ CN. 4/1993/14)
showed that, despite the repeal of the nmain apartheid aws in South Africa,
the situation of the overwhelmng majority of the popul ati on had not changed
at all and would not do so until the 1983 Constitution had been aboli shed.

H s del egati on hoped that the negotiation, which had been halted as a result
of a series of nassacres, would resune as soon as possi bl e.

41. The success of the tal ks woul d depend on the sincerity of both parties to
the negotiations but also on the manner in which the international comunity
created a climate conducive to negotiations. Al nmenbers of the internationa
conmunity thus had a duty to prohibit any unproductive and premature behavi our
that mght delay the progress of denocratization and the total abolition of

the apartheid systemin South Africa.
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42. H s del egati on was concerned at the appearance of new forms of racism and
racial discrinmnation in various parts of the world. Since all men were born
equal in dignity and rights, racial segregation, wherever it existed, had to
be condemmed as a violation of human dignity. Differences in the col our of
skin, cultural traditions, |evel of devel opnent or social systems should not
have a negative influence on the enjoynment of human rights. It thus actively
supported the reconmendati on by the Sub-Conmi ssion that a special rapporteur
be appointed to exam ne the question of the contenporary forns of racism
raci al discrinination and xenophobia. The special rapporteur should pay
particular attention also to concealed forns of racial discrimnation so that
t hey coul d beconme the subject of thorough discussion

43. M. AKTAN (Ooserver for Turkey) wel comed the Secretary-General's report
on neasures to conbat raci smand racial discrimnation (E/ CN 4/Sub.?2/1992/11)
and said he hoped that the Secretariat would be able to collect further data
on racist incidents and to deepen its analysis of new forns of racism The
probl em went far beyond racial discrinination and covered racial violence and
harassment. The targets were vul nerabl e groups such as indi genous peopl es,

m grant workers and minorities. |t would be counterproductive, however, to
confuse the traditional forns of racismwith ethnic, religious and |inguistic
discrimnation, or with the vague concept of intolerance. It was no

exaggeration to say that the way in which the Comm ssi on handl ed the probl em
woul d affect the future of international efforts in relation to human rights
i n general

44, A non-governmental organi zati on which had been studying the question of
racismin Western Europe had estimted that at |east 20,000 racist incidents
occurred in the region every year. Wile the problemwas not confined to
Europe, the nature and frequency of such incidents there was not such that
they could be attributed solely to an innate antipathy to outsiders. Turkish
peopl e abroad were frequently the victins of racist attacks, and his
CGovernment foll owed devel oprments in the countries concerned with nore than a
purely humanitarian interest. It welcomed the efforts nmade by the authorities
in those countries to conbat raci smand the many expressions of public
synpathy with the anti-racist cause.

45, The approach adopted by the United Nations to the problemwas based on

i nternational control and nonitoring of the policies and practices of
Covernments, which were expected to nend their ways when subjected to

i nternational censure. That approach, however, had its linitations, since
raci al hostility was often expressed in the individual and in society at |arge
in forms which Governnents found difficult to control. There was an inverse
rel ati onship between racist violence and ethnic terrorism the former was
directed by a majority, or in the nane of a ngjority, against a supposedly
undesirable mnority, whereas in the latter case ethnic terrorists attacked a
majority in the nane of a mnority.

46. It was interesting to see fromrecent publications of Amesty
International on the subject of racism that the organization had extended its
coverage beyond the human rights of terrorist suspects to include the
phenonenon of racismitself - a problem which should not be addressed solely
in the context of the behaviour of the police, however, inportant a factor
that m ght be in safeguarding human rights.
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47. M. ZAHRAN (Cbserver for Egypt) said that his Governnent had been

foll owi ng devel opnments in South Africa closely since President De Klerk had
enbarked on his policy of "openness" sone three years previously. Wile

wel com ng that policy, which seemed to reflect a genuine determ nation to
bring about reform it recognized that the legislative infrastructure of
apartheid renmained intact, and that the increasing violence and the standstil
in constitutional negotiations remained a natter of grave concern

48. It wel coned such positive signs of progress as the inplenentation of the
Menor andum of Understanding with the Ofice of the United Nations Comi ssioner
on Human Rights (UNHCR) regarding the voluntary repatriation of refugees. His
del egation had urged the South African Government to ensure the safety of al
its citizens and to make every effort to bring about social stability, and had
called for the deploynment of international observers in South Africa.

49, The difficulties surrounding the renewal of negotiations and the rel ease
of political prisoners nust be resolved as soon as possible, and the

i nternational community must bring every pressure to bear on the South African
CGovernment to pursue the policy of progressive denocratization. H's
Covernment was, however, deeply concerned by the increasing violence and

bl oodshed in South Africa, the collapse of the constitutional negotiations and
the South African Governnment's refusal to allow the Ad Hoc G oup of Experts
access to the country to carry out its mandate.

50. The international community must draw up a plan of action to ensure that
apartheid was elimnated by the end of the century and the Centre for Human

Ri ghts should redouble its efforts to alleviate the plight of the many
mllions of South Africans who were still victins of racismand its attendant
econom c evils.

51. M. HIELDE (Observer for Norway), speaking on behalf of the five Nordic
countries, nanely, Denmark, Sweden, Finland, |Iceland and his own country, said
that racismin all its forns was a denial of basic denocratic val ues and hunman
rights. Ethnic cleansing in the forner Yugoslavia and neo-Nazi viol ence
against imrigrants in several parts of Europe were based on the pernicious

i dea that sonme human beings were worth nore than others because of their
ethnic, national or racial origin. 1t was particularly disturbing that racism
and racial violence in various forns were increasing rapidly in Europe,
particularly at a tinme when the Convention on the Elimnmination of All Forms of
Raci al Discrimnmnation had gai ned al nost universal acceptance.

52. Since its adoption, that Convention had been the basic internationa

| egal instrument for conbating racism It was, a natter of great concern
therefore that the Commttee responsible for nonitoring its inplenmentation had
had to limt its meetings owing to the financial shortfalls resulting fromthe
non- paynent of assessed contributions. The del egations of the Nordic
countries thus strongly supported the anendnents to the Convention adopted by
the General Assenbly in 1992 with the aimof funding the Conmttee fromthe
United Nations regular budget. 1In the neantine, they urged all the States
parties to nmeet their financial obligations and to nmake their overdue paynents
in full.
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53. The Second Decade to Conmbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation was about to
cone to its end but the abolition of racismhad not yet been achieved. The

| aunchi ng of the third decade should thus provide an opportunity to pursue

t hose endeavours nore vigorously. The programe for the new decade shoul d

t ake account of the changing nature of racial problens in the 1990s and of all
the factors responsible for racial discrimnation, whether political, social,
hi storical, cultural or econonmic. Attention should also be paidto

di scrim nation agai nst indi genous peopl es.

54. States should | ook closely at ways and neans of inproving the

i mpl ement ation of their obligations under the Convention. The inportance of
preventive action and of an atnosphere of tol erance and understandi ng coul d
not be over-emphasi zed. However, the conplexity of the problemunderlined the
need for intergovernnmental cooperation, and the del egations of the Nordic
countries therefore supported the establishment of a post of specia
rapporteur on contenporary fornms of racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia
and intolerance in any part of the world. They also believed that a plan of
action to support constructive initiatives ainmed at conbating raci smwoul d
provi de a nuch-needed focus for cooperative efforts to counter such

i ntol erance.

55. The del egations of the Nordic countries strongly condemed the repugnant
practice of ethnic cleansing in the forner Yugoslavia, and supported all the
efforts undertaken within the Security Council, the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts
and other United Nations bodies to put an end to such practices and to

i nvestigate and prosecute those responsible for grave breaches of

i nternational humanitarian | aw.

56. M. PALACI OS SERRANO (Cbserver for Spain) said that the Convention on the
Elimnation of AIl Fornms of Racial Discrimnation had becone nore rel evant

than ever before, in view of the proliferation of racist practices in nmany
parts of the world. Such practices were to be deplored, as was their inpact

on international peace and security. It was particularly disquieting that
situations involving intol erance, racism xenophobia, racial discrimnation
and vi ol ence should be occurring in the nore devel oped societi es.

57. At the same time, a sharp distinction should be nade between an
institutionalized policy of racism whether in the formof apartheid or the
ethni c cl eansing being practised in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the acts of

i ndividuals or small groups that were repudiated by the communities to which
t hey bel onged and that were punished by the authorities.

58. Spani sh society had reacted vigorously to such acts, as could be seen
fromthe recent canpaign | aunched by a group of Spani sh non-governnental
organi zations and fromthe proposal to amend the forthcoming draft penal code
to include a provision prohibiting any racist act or practice and the

di ssem nati on of propaganda intended to foster discrimnation or inter-racial
hat r ed.

59. It was not sufficient sinply to show concern, it was al so necessary to
ensure that the educational system and national institutions in each country
were directed towards inculcating the idea of tolerance, particularly amnmong
young people. Consequently, his del egation supported the proposal that a
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speci al rapporteur should be appointed to review current forns of
non-institutionalized raci smand xenophobi a throughout the world and to report
to the Conmission at its next session

60. M. BENH MA (Observer for Mrocco) said that the human rights situation
in South Africa continued to cause serious concern, owing to the delay in
finally dismantling the apartheid systemand to the continuing, and indeed

i ncreasing, violence which had resulted fromthe breakdown in the negotiations
for constitutional reform It was conforting to note, however, that the

South African authorities were redoubling their efforts to aneliorate the
situation, particularly by releasing a | arge nunber of political prisoners, by
renovi ng the ban on certain organizations and by lifting the state of
enmergency. The intense activity in the South African Parlianent to repea
apartheid legislation was also to be wel coned. Substantial though that
progress mght be, however, not all the apartheid | aws had yet been repeal ed
nor had racial discrinmination in all its forns been elimnated from al

aspects of public life.

61. The efforts being made to bring about the total eradication of apartheid
were an encouragi ng sign of the goodwill of the South African Government but,
as the report of the Ad Hoc Goup of Experts (E/ CN. 4/1992/8) made cl ear,

vi ol ence and repression continued, jeopardizing the denocratic process that
was under way. Since August 1990, nore than 7,000 people had been killed in
inter-ethnic confrontations, and there was consi derabl e evi dence of w ongdoi ng
by the police and death squads agai nst innocent nmenbers of the civilian

popul ation. The conplicity of nenbers of the security forces had been
established, and the neasures taken by the Pretoria Governnent, including the
renmoval of a nunber of senior officers, were to be conmended.

62. H s del egati on, which had wel comed the agreenent in principle by all the
parties to join the reconciliation process, hoped that the resunption of
constitutional negotiations in March 1993 woul d be crowned with success. The
Conf erence should focus on the denocratic transformati on of South Africa,

begi nning with the drafting of a new constitution based on equality for all,
respect for the rights and freedons of all South Africans and the principle of
"one citizen-one vote".

63. H s del egati on had taken note of the updated report of M. Khalifa, the
Speci al Rapporteur, (E/ CN 4/Sub.?2/1992/12) and wel coned its conclusions. It
was to be hoped that the measures adopted by the international community to
achieve a rapid and definitive dismantling of apartheid would bear fruit.

64. M. WEGE- NZOWN TA (Ooserver, Organization of African Unity (QAU)) said
that, in a renewed effort to distract world public opinion fromthe plight of
the black majority in South Africa, President De Klerk had recently announced
that nultilateral negotiations would resume in March 1993, but no concrete
neasures had been adopted to renove the nunerous obstacles to the talks.

Al t hough a nunber of superficial refornms had been introduced in response to
the constant pressure of the liberation struggle and international public

opi nion, the fundanmental question of human dignity and the sharing of power
between the black majority and the white minority renained open. Apartheid
and racial discrimnation still continued in South Africa. Nearly 10,000
persons had lost their lives in confrontations orchestrated by the
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Sout h African secret service. Parlianment and a Governnment nade up exclusively
of whites continued to rule. The constituent assenbly and the interim
CGover nment demanded by the black nmajority had yet to be established.

65. It was not too late for the international comunity to urge with greater
i nsi stence that the negotiations be resunmed according to a clearly established
tinmetabl e, so as to ensure that the South African denocratic process did not
degenerate into chaos, with incal cul abl e consequences for the popul ati on and
for security in the region. The international comunity should thus continue
its support for and assistance to the |liberation novenents and all denocratic
forces working for a united, denocratic and non-racial South Africa.

66. The resurgence of xenophobia and racismin Europe al so gave cause for
concern. Oganized groups were attacking and setting fire to centres for
asyl um seekers and hostels for foreign workers. On several occasions, the
police had been criticized for its passive reaction to those crinmes. That
situation constituted a breeding ground for certain political formations of
the extrene right which, fortunately, were still of marginal significance. It
was encouragi ng that there had been a ground swell of protest against racism
and xenophobi a whi ch had succeeded in nobilizing hundreds of thousands of
persons in many European cities. Such vigilance by the mgjority would, he was
sure, prevent any repetition of recent European history but the small groups
that spread terror through their cowardly acts, denying the humanity of
refugees and ni grant workers, nust be punished nore severely.

67. M. TARZI (Cbserver, O ganization of the Islanic Conference) said that

t he human consci ence was outraged by the abhorrent policies of racismand
racial discrimnation in all their fornms and mani festations, and particularly
the institutionalized racismof the mnority regine in South Africa. The past
two years had brought hi gh expectations that the South African situation was
finally changing for the better, but recent events, especially the violence in
t he townshi ps and the inpasse in the constitutional negotiations, had danpened
hopes.

68. Despite the repeal of certain basic apartheid laws, it had becone

i ncreasingly evident that white suprenacists were bent on inpeding the
denocratic process and reversing the course of reforns. The escal ation of
violence in the townships was directly attributable to the South African
regi me, which had spent mllions of rands to fonment riots and intra-bl ack
rivalry so as to obstruct the peaceful transition to a new non-racia
denocratic society. The South African security forces were clearly invol ved
in those acts of violence.

69. H s Organi zation supported Security Council resolutions 765 (1992) and
772 (1992) on the dispatch of a United Nations observer nmission (UNOVBA) to
South Africa to assist in putting an effective end to the violence and to
create conditions for the resunption of rmultilateral negotiations. It was
concerned, however, at the continued cooperation between South Africa and
Israel in all fields, particularly the devel opnment of nucl ear weapons, which
woul d I ead to an escal ation of tensions in both South Africa and the

M ddl e East.



E/ CN. 4/ 1993/ SR. 17
page 16

70. The international community nmust maintain the neasures it had inposed
agai nst the apartheid reginme. Trade and investnent restrictions should be
continued until the establishment in South Africa of clear and undi sputed
transitional arrangenents that inspired international confidence. Financia
sanctions nust remain in effect until a transitional authority requested their
renoval . The oil enmbargo and arns restrictions inposed by the

Security Council should be lifted only at the final stage of the transition
process, once a new constitution had been adopted and a denocratically el ected
Covernnent install ed.

71. Ms. FAUCHERE (World Confederation of Labour) said that, despite the
abolition of the four pillars of apartheid, South Africa had still not becone
a denocracy. The Constitution had not been anmended, and bl acks still did not
enjoy basic political rights; the principle of "one person-one vote" was stil
not recogni zed. Her organization thus intended to nmaintain its pressure unti
the Constitution had been anended and apartheid conpletely disnantled.

72. Soci al security paynments to white workers were still 13 tinmes as high as
those to black workers for the sane occupational illnesses; blacks were stil
not adnmitted to State clinics, and their health-care indemities were set by
doctors who had not exam ned them nore than 23 nillion blacks had no
electricity, and nmillions had a minimal water supply. The inequalities

bet ween whites and bl acks had, in fact, grown in 1992. |In a report published
in Decenber 1992, it had been found that the average nonthly incone of a white
househol d was seven tinmes as great as that of a black one. Expenditure for

bl ack pupils was one quarter of that for whites, with direct consequences for
t he enpl oynment prospects of the blacks, 50 per cent of whose active popul ation
was currently unenpl oyed.

73. In recent years, her organization had repeatedly denounced the

i nvol venent of the forces of order in the assassination of dozens of black

| eaders. The Col dstone Conmi ssion had confirnmed that the police and the arny
were directly inplicated in the unfolding violence in the townships.

Arbitrary arrests, inprisonments and Kkillings were commonpl ace. Severa
hundred persons were nurdered every nmonth for political reasons. Attacks

agai nst workers in trains linking white cities to the townships had nultiplied
and a severe crack-down on trade-union activity was under way.

74. As long as a free and i ndependent trade union novenent could not function
wi t hout being the constant target of threats, harassnment and repression and as
I ong as the black population could not participate actively in the life of the
country, there would be no denocracy in South Africa.

75. Her organization thus supported the demands of the South African trade
uni on novenent, in particular the Congress of South African Trade Unions
(CCSATU), which called for the formation of an interim Governnent and the
denocratic election of a constituent assenbly; radical Government mneasures to
put an end to the violence; an end to unilateral econom c reconstruction; the
al l ocation of resources to neet the needs of the population; the elimnation
of corruption in the adninistration; and the suppression of the

St at e- supported death squads.

76. M. Flinterman (Netherl ands) took the Chair.
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77. M. LITTMAN (International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR)) said his
organi zati on, which wel comed the continued effort being nade to nobilize
public opinion against the evils of racismand racial prejudice, wished to
alert the Conmission to the resurgence of anti-Semtism A |ongstandi ng taboo
inthe United Nations, initiated in the early 1950s, had resulted in the
systematic omission of anti-Semitismfromthe list of current fornms of racism
di scrimnation, intolerance and xenophobia. That taboo had finally been
lifted by the Secretary-General hinself in his report (E/ CN 4/Sub.2/1992/11)
to the Sub- Comm ssion subsequent to the cancellation by the General Assenbly
of its shaneful resolution 3379 (XXX)

78. The "blood libel", an anti-Semtic nyth wi despread in Europe during the
M ddl e Ages, according to which Jews abducted and sl aughtered non-Jews in
order to extract the victins' blood and use it in the Passover neal for ritua
pur poses, still survived and was still believed in parts of the Mddl e East
and el sewhere. It had even been referred to in the Conmi ssion on nore than
one occasion. For exanple, the blood |ibel accusation associated with the
so-cal  ed 1840 "Danascus Affair" had been cited by a representative of the
Syrian Arab Republic at the Commission's session in 1990. More recently, in
coded | anguage, it had appeared in the first paragraph of the |etter addressed
on 7 Qctober 1992 to the Under-Secretary-General for Human Rights, by the

Per manent Cbserver for Palestine to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva and
publ i shed as a docunent of the Commi ssion (E/ CN. 4/1993/70).

79. The Conmi ssion had thus the opportunity to denonstrate that it woul d not
tol erate any accusations of, or any allusion to, the blood |ibel myth, which
was in total contradiction to everything for which it stood. That could be
done either by the Commi ssion expressing its concern by consensus or through a
declaration fromthe Chair before the vote on the resolution on the

i mpl ement ati on of the progranme of action for the third decade to conbat

raci smand racial discrimnation

80. Anot her persistent racist nyth was the belief in a Jew sh-1ed conspiracy
to control the world, a plot which had been seen at work in every revol ution
in every war, in the workings of all international organizations and in the
efforts of nost transnational associations. The nost w despread of those
"conspiracy theories of history" was contained in the docunment known as "The
Protocol s of the Learned Elders of Zion", which had inspired Hitler's radica
anti-Senitism and hel ped pave the way to the Second World War and its
horrors.

81. Al though it had been known since 1921 that "the Protocols" was a crude
forgery by the Tsarist political police, they were still w dely disseni nated
t hroughout the Arab-Islanmic world and had been used to "prove" that the Jews
were responsible for all the evils that had occurred in the world for
centuries, including the foundation of the United Nations. Since 1979, the
Islamic Republic of Iran had regularly serialized "the Protocols" in severa
| anguages. A large-circulation Al gerian weekly, Le Jeune |ndépendant, had
al so serialized themin Novenber 1991
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82. Anti-senitismwas a focal point for anti-Wstern xenophobia, with Z onism
bei ng denounced as a Jewi sh project for world domi nation and the State of

I srael as the incarnation of "world Jewi sh power". It should be noted, in

t hat connection, that school books in Saudi Arabia still portrayed the Jews as
the "enem es of humanity" and repeated ad nauseam that |srael sought to

destroy I|slam

83. It was tine to take action at international level to elinmnate
anti-Semtism which showed no sign of withering away, particularly in the
Arab-1slanm c worl d.

The summary record of the second part of the meeting
appears as docunent E/CN.4/1993/SR 17/ Add. 1



