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The neeting was called to order at 3.15 p. m

SI TUATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS | N THE TERRI TORY OF THE FORMER YUGOSLAVI A (agenda
item 27) (E/ ON 4/1993/ 84)

1. M. MAZOWN ECKI (Special Rapporteur for the former Yugoslavia) said that,
at its first special session in August 1992, the Commi ssion on Hunman Ri ghts
had had the opportunity to showits determination to conmt itself to the
international efforts ainmed at putting an end to the tragi c and unacceptabl e
human rights situation in the territories of the forner Yugoslavia,
particularly Bosnia and Herzegovina. |In fact, the practice of ethnic

cl eansi ng had al ready reached intol erable and al arming proportions, bringing
suffering to hundreds of thousands of people. Fromthe outset, it had been
evident that the aimof that cruel war was to establish, by every possible
nmeans, honmogenous ethnic areas, on the pretext that it was inpossible for
Muslims, Serbs and Croats to live together

2. It was currently estimated that a third of the inhabitants of

Bosni a and Her zegovi na had been forced to abandon their homes, sone 700, 000 of
them having fled to other countries while nore than 810,000 were displaced in
their own country. Unfortunately, that process had not ceased and, in the
second hal f of 1992, the nunber of refugees had doubl ed as conpared with the
first stage of the conflict. For exanple, it had been reported that the
Muslinms still living in Prijedor were about to | eave the town, and that the
Muslins and Croats of Banja Luka were in a sinilar situation. Mre recent
events, such as the destruction of the nosque or the flight of Muslins from
Prozor as a result of hostilities between the Muslimand Croat forces,

i ndicated that the policy of ethnic cleansing was being relentlessly pursued
and was affecting ever-wi dening circles of the popul ation

3. Anot her continuing tragedy was the fate of people trapped in towns and
villages surrounded by mlitary forces. Yet again, the pronm ses made on many
occasions by all the parties to the conflict had not been kept, and only a
smal I nunmber of canps and prisons had been closed. Irrefutable proof had been
received that the conditions in which nost prisoners were being detained were
in flagrant violation of all the standards of international |law. Mst of

t hose prisoners shoul d never have been held, since it was well-known that the
civilian popul ation, including wonen and children, accounted for al nost al

the persons in the canps and prisons. It was still quite inpossible to arrive
at a precise figure for the nunber of canps and det ai nees.

4. The horrendous reports of the rape of wonen and children had aroused
particul ar indignation in international public opinion. He had hinself been
prof oundly shocked by the scale of that extremely cruel and degrading
practice, which affected the nost vul nerable elenents of society. In the
annex to his report, he had subnitted the results of the inquiry carried out
by an international group of experts which he had appointed to investigate the
i nci dents, which were both w despread and cri m nal

5. Al t hough, as he had said previously, the conflict in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na was not a religious war, the desecration of places and objects
holy to all the various faiths was a daily occurrence and was taking place on
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a large scale. Likew se, precious nonunents and obj ects bel onging to the
cultural heritage had been subjected to nunmerous attacks, thus leading to the
destruction of national identity.

6. The tragic situation in Sarajevo was well-known. Despite frequent visits
by politicians and international nissions, the inhabitants of Sarajevo were
dying not only fromthe effects of the bonbardment, but al so from exhaustion

si ckness and cold. The sane fate was shared by many inhabitants of towns and
villages in the country which were in a sinmilar situation. Humanitarian aid
did not always reach the entire popul ation, and attacks agai nst humani tari an
convoys and hospitals were continuing. The enblemof the Red Cross was not
respected at all

7. Eur opean and world public opinion was beconing nore and nore aware of the
ci rcunst ances of the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The crines committed
there, and often the names of their perpetrators, were gradually coning to
light. It was becoming increasingly clear that the Serb | eaders in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na were mainly responsible for the policy of ethnic cleansing, of
which the Muslinms were the main victins. It was difficult to inagine that

such a policy could have been possible w thout the active support of the

Gover nnent of Serbi a.

8. It was equally clear that the Serb popul ation was also a victimof the
war: many innocent and noderate Serbs had been persecuted by Serb extrenists.
The continuation of the conflict led to reprisals, by both sides, and

vi ol ati ons of human rights and war crinmes were becomn ng generalized behavi our
He took the opportunity to reiterate that international humanitarian | aw and
human rights nust be respected unconditionally by all, and that any person
guilty of violating those rights nust be brought to justice.

9. He paid tribute to the courage and devotion of the officers and nmen of
the United Nations Protective Force (UNPROFOR), the staff of the Ofice of the
H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the del egates of the Internationa
Conmittee of the Red Cross (I CRC) and the other relief organizations which had
managed to mitigate the cruel effects of the war. The risks to anyone

i nvol ved in UNPROFOR or in humanitarian activities were considerable. The
press was particularly exposed, and its role in uncovering and preventing
crimes should not be underesti mated.

10. The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts had unanbi guously condenmed the crinmes
perpetrated in the nanme of ethnic cleansing, as had the Security Council and
the General Assenbly. The representatives of the parties to the conflict had
decl ared at the London Conference that such practices nust cease i mediately
and that neasures must be taken to renedy the damage caused: that declaration
had, however, remained a dead letter

11. I nternational public opinion was denmandi ng ever nore urgently that such
crimes should cease. Every day, the Centre for Human Ri ghts received dozens
of letters and appeal s addressed to hinself and calling for an end to the
spiral of violence. The question to be answered was what coul d be done in
such a situation. |In that connection, his initial conclusions renained
unchanged and the foll owi ng action should be taken: all persons held in canps
and prisons should be rel eased; security zones should be established forthwith
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in Bosnia and Herzegovina; the right to return of refugees and di spl aced
persons shoul d be guaranteed; access routes for humanitarian assistance shoul d
be opened up i medi ately; and neasures to prevent disinformation and
incitement to hatred anong the popul ati ons shoul d be adopted. Not one of

t hose requirenents had so far been fully net.

12. The experience he had gained in carrying out his mandate had led himto
the conclusion that the United Nations and the resources at its disposal were
unable to neet the challenges arising fromthe conflict. For exanple,

si x nonths had passed and it had still not been possible to establish the
concrete bases for inplenmenting the project to nonitor human rights in the
field, which he had proposed and whi ch had been favourably received by the
General Assenbly.

13. Serious violations of human rights were not confined to Bosnia and

Her zegovi na, but were occurring in other parts of the former Yugosl avi a.
However, the problens in those areas were of a different nature and scale. It
shoul d be noted that the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the resumption of
fighting in Croatia, had a particularly baleful effect on the observance of
human rights throughout the region

14. In his latest report, he had provided information on the situation in the
various regions of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mntenegro).
The situation in Kosovo gave particul ar cause for concern, the numnber of

i nci dents involving the use of weapons, particularly, by the police, having
risen alarmngly. Mreover, the policy of discrimnination against the ethnic

Al bani an popul ati on was conti nuing, and the tense situation could well explode
into arnmed conflict. There was a serious risk of provocation

15. Hi s report also nmentioned incidents against the Miuslim popul ations of the
Sandzak region, and particularly on the frontier of Bosnia and Herzegovi na.

At the same tinme, it would seemthat, in the town of Novi Pazar and in other

pl aces in the region, the situation had sonewhat inproved. The situation in
Voj vodina was still precarious also. In many towns, it renmined tense because
of the problenms resulting frominmmgration and the fact that many civilians
wer e armed.

16. I nternational observers had expressed many reservations regardi ng the
fairness of the parlianentary el ections held in Serbia and Montenegro in
Decenber 1992. He had al so received nuch evidence of discrimnation,
followi ng the el ections, against political opponents in the mass nmedia, the
universities and cultural institutions. As a result, freedom of expression
was being nmore and nore restricted and the denocratic opposition's
opportunities for action were seriously hanpered. In that connection, it rnust
be stressed that the denocratization in public life in Serbia was a key

el enent in solving the Yugoslav conflict.

17. In his latest report, he had cormented on the situation of the Serb

mnority in the Republic of Croatia, another cause for concern. In Croatia
al so, nationalist tendencies were to be noted and the State kept the media
under strict control. The report also highlighted the precarious status of
respect for human rights in the zones protected by the United Nations. The
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situation had not changed, and the necessary conditions for the return of the
refugees had not been fulfilled. It was to be feared that the resunption of
hostilities would | ead to a marked increase of tension in those zones.

18. In the report, which would be distributed shortly, he also outlined the
human rights situation in the Republic of Macedonia. Like the other successor
States of the forner Yugoslavia, Macedonia was faced with the need to resol ve
basic political, social and econom c problens, but the crucial issue was the
rel ati ons between ethnic groups. So far, Macedoni a had avoided military
conflict in the process of establishing an i ndependent State, and the
foundations for the building of a denocratic State based on the rule of |aw
had been laid. That did not, however, mean that the situation of human rights
was entirely satisfactory there, and econom ¢ and social problens seriously
hanpered their inplenentation

19. The effects of the war in Bosnia and Herzegovi na and the inpact of the
sanctions agai nst Yugosl avia were nore and nore noticeable in Macedoni a, where
soci al discontent due to the conditions of daily Iife was tending towards
ethnic unrest. However, he believed that there were real possibilities of

avoi ding a tragedy, since the political forces in the country seemed to have
shown both their maturity and their determination to prevent any bl oodshed.

20. None the less, the international comunity's assistance was needed. The
depl oyment of UNPROFOR units and of observers fromthe Conference on Security
and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) were inportant preventive factors. The
prerequisite for inproving the human rights situation in Macedonia was its
pronpt adm ssion, to nenbership of the United Nations. That would provide the
necessary conditions for ratifying and inplenenting the international human
rights instruments and woul d also make it possible to furnish effective
economi ¢ aid. Any delay in recognizing Macedonia coul d have very serious
consequences, which would spread far beyond its frontiers.

21. H's report also dealt with the human rights situation in the Republic of
Sl oveni a, which was on the way to establishing a denocratic State based on the
rule of law. The legal structures for effective protection of human rights
had been worked out, but he had neverthel ess received conplaints indicating
that, as in all the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, there were stil
many probl ens deriving fromthe fornmer communi st systemthat had yet to be
resol ved.

22. He wi shed to stress once again that the tragedy in Bosnia and Herzegovi ha
was of an unprecedented nagnitude, and that the sol utions which nust be found
woul d deci de the fate of hundreds of thousands of people affected by the war
and by the serious violations of humanitarian |aw and human rights. The
future of those popul ations was linked to that of all the nations of the

Bal kan peninsula in the sane hope for peace, openness and tol erance. The
solution to their problems would deternmine for a long tinme to cone the role of
human rights in international politics, international |aw and the operation of
the United Nations system The scornful disregard of the internationa
treaties and of conmitnents solemly undertaken in negotiations could have
extremel y dangerous consequences for the credibility of the internationa
system It was essential not to fall into the trap of indifference and
cyni ci sm
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23. The decisions to be taken were extrenely difficult. Neither he nor the
Conmi ssion wi shed to go beyond their nmandates, but it would be an adm ssion of
i mpotence nerely to condole with persons whose rights had been so brutally

vi ol ated and express a nmerely verbal expression of condemmation. There nust
be an effective and pronpt effort, with all the resources available, to ensure
the rel ease, under international supervision, of all prisoners and the closure
of the detention centres; to lift the bl ockade of towns and regions and to
open up humani tarian corridors throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina; and to
establish safe havens in Bosnia and Herzegovi na.

24, It might be wondered what was the point of nonitoring human rights if
that did not lead to the restoration of mnininmmrespect for the lives and
dignity of the popul ations concerned. |If the international community stood
idly by and sinply observed the tragedy unfolding before its eyes, it would
becorme an acconplice to the crines.

25. M. SCH FTER (United States of America) said that the horrors of Bosnia
were surely anong the greatest tragedies of the second half of the century,
and all who were engaged in international human rights activities nmust ask

t hensel ves what had caused such an upsurge of bestiality, and what good had
resulted fromthe docunents produced by the Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts and
other organs of the United Nations systemor fromthe Helsinki Final Act.

26. There was no doubt that warfare tended to dehunani ze, yet arm es nust,
and usually did, seek to naintain discipline and to distinguish between

conbat ants and non-conbatants. | n Bosnia and Herzegovi na, however, the policy
of ethnic cleansing had been the pretext for nmass murder and nmass rape

recal ling the excesses of the Nazi-occupying forces in the Second Wrld War
The ethnic hatred that caused one group of people to view another group as
subhurman and, consequently, as the legitimte targets of victinization, had
snoul dered for generations before bursting into flames. It was particularly
tragi c that many persons had committed atrocities against their own

nei ghbours, with whomthey had previously lived in peace.

27. Experience had shown that, in a system | acking denocratic controls, an
unscrupul ous | eadership could whip up popul ar passions, inciting at |east sone
persons to conmit the grossest brutalities agai nst people whomthey had not
previously regarded as eneni es.

28. The Speci al Rapporteur had acconplished an outstanding task in informng
t he Conmi ssion, the General Assenbly and the Security Council of the frightfu
events in Bosnia and Herzegovina. |In particular, he had defined in neasured
terns the inplications of the expression "ethnic cleansing". Al aspects of
that policy were to be condemmed, but attention nust focus nore particularly
on rmurder, torture and rape. Bosnia would |ong be renmenbered for the Serb
policy of the nmass violation of wonen there: all decent and honourabl e Serbs
woul d I ong have to renenber, with shane, the horrible of fences with which
their national cause had conme to be associ at ed.

29. That a denocratic systemcould respond positively, if challenged, on the
i ssue of human decency had been denonstrated by Germany's recent experience,
when hundreds of thousands of people had poured into the streets to express
their outrage against the violent acts conmitted by a small group of racists.
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30. As the Special Rapporteur's report showed, all the ethnic groups
participating in the frightful struggle in the former Yugoslavia had comitted
war crimes. It was clear, however, fromthe evidence that the greatest nunber
of the nost egregious human rights viol ati ons had been conmitted by Serbs

agai nst Bosnian Muslins. Al war crinmes deserved condemmation but those
conmmitted in Bosnia by the Serb forces were being committed systematically and
deliberately, clearly reflecting a policy decided at a high |evel.

31. The fact that atrocities were being conmitted havi ng been established,

t he Conmi ssion nmust face the question of what it could do about Bosnhia. In
the first instance, it nust pass a resolution expressing the internationa
conmunity's outrage at the mass nurders and rapes and the other horrors
perpetrated in the former Yugoslavia. It nust, in particular, informthe many
decent and honourabl e Serbs, the adherents of denocracy in Serbia, of the
world's opinion of the atrocities committed in the nane of the nationali st
cause espoused on their behalf. It nust also ensure that the recommendati ons
of the Special Rapporteur were fully inplenented.

32. The international community must, however, do nore: it nust send a
nessage to all those who might contenplate simlar actions at other times and
in other places that they would not go unpunished. |If the precedent of

Nur emburg had been forgotten, it was necessary to remnd all those who needed
such a reninder that war crinmes were indeed puni shabl e of fences and that the
of fenders woul d ultinmately be brought to justice. The United Nations system
nmust create a mechanismfor bringing war crimnals to trial, and that was the
nessage that the Conmm ssion should send to the Security Council

33. M. LARSEN (Dennmark), said that the European Community and its menber
States were utterly di snmayed by the appalling human rights situation in the
former Yugoslavia. The massive violations comitted there were particularly
abhorrent in that they were being pursued in the course of a deliberate policy
of ethnic cleansing. Al the reports concluded that the Serb side was
responsi bl e for the vast majority of instances in which ethnic cleansing had
taken place, whether in Croatia or in Bosnia and Herzegovina. To the Serbs,

et hni c cl eansi ng was not one of the neans of the war, but its very goal. The
Eur opean Community unreservedly condemmed et hni c cl eansi ng by anyone.

Ref ugees and di spl aced persons nust be allowed to return to their hones and to
live and work in peace, enjoying the same civil, political, social, cultura
and econonic rights as other groups.

34. The European Community placed great faith in the efforts by the
co-Chairmen of the International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia. It

wel coned the acceptance by all parties to the conflict of their proposal for a
constitutional settlenment in Bosnia and Herzegovina and urged that the

Vance- Onen pl an be accepted by the three parties and that the cease-fire be

i mpl enented without delay. It was to be hoped that the current discussions in
the Security Council would | ead to acceptance of the peace plan and to an end
to hostilities.

35. The Conmi ssion should express its support for the current negotiations in
view of the fact that the Vance-Omen proposal contained strong safeguards for

t he human rights of persons belonging to nminority groups and refugees
returning to the new autononous regions in Bosnia and Herzegovina. It
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established a high level of protection for all mnority groups and set up
i nternational supervision with the active involvenent of the United Nations
and the Council of Europe.

36. The hostilities in the former Yugoslavia during the last 10 days
constituted a threat to further progress. The European Comunity thus

wel coned Security Council resolution 802 (1993) urging an end to the renewed
hostilities in Croatia and calling upon all the parties involved to

i mpl enent wi thout delay all aspects of the Vance plan and to pursue
negotiations in Geneva with a view to reachi ng agreenent on the proposal for
Bosni a and Her zegovi na.

37. The European Community reaffirned that all persons who perpetrated or
aut hori zed crimes agai nst hunanity or other grave breaches of internationa
humani tarian | aw were individually responsible for such acts. 1t called upon

all parties to cease violations of human rights and international humanitarian
law i nmedi ately and to take appropriate steps to apprehend and puni sh those
guilty of perpetrating or authorizing them The international conmunity nust
exert every effort to bring such persons to justice.

38. As underscored by the Mnisters of the European Community in their
declaration of 13 January 1993, there was an urgent need for an internationa
crimnal court to address war crines, violations of international humanitarian
| aw, systematic violations of human rights and crinmes against hunmanity
conmitted during the conflict in the former Yugoslavia. The menber States of
the Conmmunity were determ ned to support that issue in the United Nations.
They wel comed the work of the Commi ssion of Experts, established by

Security Council resolution 780 (1992), to exam ne and anal yse i nfornmation
submitted to it on violations of international humanitarian |aw, as well as

i nformati on obtai ned through its own investigations.

39. The European Community agreed with the Special Rapporteur that the
extreme nationalist ideologies underlying the conflict must be counteracted by
the active pronotion of human rights. It stressed the need for concerted
action to further the process of denocratization in the forner Yugoslavia, not
| east in Serbia, where the conditions in which the el ectoral canpaign |eading
up to the el ections on 20 Decenber 1992 had been carried out did not neet the
standard requirenments for free and fair elections. The internationa

conmuni ty shoul d al so assist other republics of the forner Yugoslavia in their
efforts to devel op denocratic systenms that ensured full respect for hunman

ri ghts.

40. The M nister for Foreign Affairs of Denmark, speaking earlier on behalf
of the European Community and its menber States, had acknow edged the

i mportant contributions made by a nunber of missions to the forner Yugoslavia,
not |east by the Special Rapporteur, in making the atrocities known to the
outside world. On 1 February 1993, the Council of Foreign Mnisters of the
Eur opean Community had net to di scuss possible neasures to be taken to inprove
the plight of Muslimwonen in the former Yugoslavia. To that end, they had
received a briefing from Dame Anne Warburton, who had just returned with

an EC del egation fromher second visit to the former Yugoslavia. They had
decided to inplement the recommendations in the report on assistance to
Bosni an Musl i m worren who had been victins of rape and other atrocities by
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i mpressing upon the parties to the conflict the inperative need to put an end
to those abhorrent practices. The European Conmunity hoped that any future
nm ssion woul d endeavour to inspect the |ocations associated with the practice
of rape.

41. The European Community was follow ng closely devel opnents in the Serbian
provi nces of Kosovo, Sandzak and Vojvodi na and supported efforts to increase
i nternational presence there as necessary. There would be no satisfactory
solution to the continuing crisis in Kosovo unless the ethnic Al banian
majority was granted extensive autonony within the Republic of Serbia.

42. M. ERVACORA (Austria) said that the full scale of the horror occurring
in Bosnia and Herzegovi ha was clear fromthe many reports prepared by

i ntergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and by nationa
institutions, particularly those prepared by the Special Rapporteur of the
Conmi ssi on on Human Rights

43. Austria had received a | arge nunber of refugees from Bosnia and

Her zegovi na and, in conpliance with Security Council resolutions 771 (1992)
and 780 (1992), calling upon all States to provide substantiated information
in their possession on grave breaches of international humanitarian |aw, his
Covernment was currently processing the detailed testinony given by a nunber
of Muslimrefugees liberated from Serb-controlled detention canps in northern
Bosni a and Herzegovi na, a testinony which provided shocki ng exanpl es of the
terrible crimes conmitted by the Serb nmilitary and paramilitary forces. In
such a conflict, it was inevitable that victins and culprits could be found in
all the sides involved but it did appear that the scale and gravity of the
crimes committed by the Yugoslav National Arny, Serb paramlitary groups and
Serb police forces were the nost serious and formed part of a systematic
policy that was officially tolerated or even supported.

44, The systematic practice of ethnic cleansing was particularly repul sive
and even appeared to be the main goal of the conflict. Both direct and

i ndirect methods were enployed for establishing ethnically pure areas. The
di rect nethods included mass killings, forced deportations, torture, death
threats and detention in i nhuman conditions, while the indirect nethods

i nvol ved the destruction and confiscation of property, and various economic
nmeasures such as dismissal from enpl oynent of nmenbers of a certain ethnic

gr oup.

45, The conflict showed that principles formerly considered sacred in a
civilized society were no |onger honoured. Menbers of UNPROFOR had been the
target of violence, hospitals were shelled, religious sites razed, valuable
parts of the cultural heritage destroyed and vital infrastructures w ped out.
The suffering of the civilian popul ation surpassed description and all the
fundanental principles of international humanitarian | aw were being utterly
and cynically disregarded.

46. One particularly repul sive feature of the conflict was the massive
preval ence of rape and sexual abuse, directed mainly agai nst Mislimwonen.
The full scale of the practice had been described in the report of the
Eur opean Community mission to the former Yugoslavia.



E/ CN. 4/ 1993/ SR. 13
page 10

47. The international community and the Conmission in particular had
repeat edl y denounced the crines against hunanity commtted in the former
Yugosl avia and it was high tinme that action was taken to bring the
perpetrators to justice. There was thus growi ng support for the establishnent
of an international tribunal to try suspected war crinmnals, a particularly

i mportant neasure since there was little effective scope for doing so at the
nati onal |evel.

48. The question of establishing an international crimnal court had been on
t he agenda of the General Assenbly for nore than 40 years and, although it
supported the establishment of such a court, his del egati on consi dered that
action against the perpetrators of serious war crinmes in the former Yugosl avia
could not wait. It therefore strongly supported all proposals ained at
establishing an international ad hoc tribunal, such as that already nade by

t he Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE). In view of the
conplexity of the project, it was urgent that agreement be reached in
principle at the political level. Such a tribunal should be intended not to

i mpose the right of the victor, but to try all those responsible regardl ess of
origin, on the basis of generally accepted principles of international |aw.

49, For a tribunal of the kind proposed to function properly, it would have
to be able to attribute responsibility for atrocities to individua
perpetrators, and the conpilation of |arge anounts of information was thus
essential. The work being carried out by the Conm ssion of Experts
establ i shed under Security Council resolution 780 (1992) was therefore very

i mportant and all nenbers of the international comunity shoul d cooperate with
it fully.

50. The Conmi ssion nmust al so answer the question asked by the Specia
Rapporteur in his statenent, nanely, why it had not been possible to establish
a proper basis for the human rights nonitoring project he had proposed and

whi ch had been warmy wel comed by the General Assenbly. It was npst
regrettable that international organizations were able only to record
atrocities and human rights violations and the Conmmi ssion nust create nore

ef fective machinery to prevent such occurrences, protect mnorities and all ow
enmergency intervention in cases of gross human rights violations.

51. Ms. PARK (Canada) said that, in view of the |arge peace-keeping forces it
had on the ground in the area, Canada attached great inportance to seeing
early and effective steps taken to bring an end to the conflict in the former
Yugosl avia. Although constructive, the Vance-Onen peace plan was by no neans
perfect, and there mght be scope for strengthening the proposals, especially
with regard to human rights and war crinmes. It was, however, incunbent upon
critics of the plan to suggest alternatives. Enduring peace would derive only
froma negotiated settlenment which all groups regarded as equitable and as a
basis for the future security of their basic rights. The ongoing peace talks
in New York offered the best hope for achieving such a result, and her

del egation was ready to contribute in every possible way to their success.

52. The human rights issue was an inportant dinmension of the overall problem
and the nmeasures adopted by the Commi ssion were an inportant contribution to
their solution. The Special Rapporteur's reports conveyed a picture of
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unrel enting human tragedy. Violations of the nost basic human rights
conti nued unabated particularly, but by no means exclusively, in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na

53. There was no nore urgent issue for the Conmission's attention than that
of the sexual violence to thousands of wonen, particularly Mslimwonen, in
Bosni a and Herzegovina. |In Decenber 1992, her Covernnent had provided an
initial $250,000 for UNHCR to assist the victins of those crinmes and was
reviewing with the humanitarian agencies concerned what el se could be done.
It appreciated the efforts of various parties, including the Specia
Rapporteur and the EC mission, to investigate the accounts of rape as a weapon
of war. In view of the sheer magnitude and uni quely horrible nature of the
probl em however, nore needed to be done and an investigati on devoted
specifically to that matter should be carried out by a special rapporteur or
t eam of experts.

54, Whil e there was obviously an urgent need for the special debate in view
of the Conmission's responsibilities in the field of human rights, the role
that the international conmmunity could play in alleviating that sensel ess
suffering was less clear. Realismwas needed about the Commi ssion's role
anong the many agencies striving to assist the victins of the conflict.

55. The Conmi ssion must continue, through its Special Rapporteur, to exam ne
the human rights situation throughout the former Yugoslavia. 1In close
cooperation with other concerned institutions, it nust investigate al

credible reports of human rights violations and nmake its findings public on a
continuing basis. Such actions were no solution, but it was essential to
ensure that the international comunity had an authoritative foundation of
facts for its actions.

56. Equal Iy inmportant was the Conmission's contribution to ensuring that the
perpetrators of those atrocities were brought to justice. The establishnent
of an international ad hoc tribunal to judge those responsible, which her

del egati on supported, was a delicate issue but the international community
shoul d take decisive action sooner rather than later. Such a tribunal would
not only serve a deterrent notice on the responsi ble authorities on all sides
of the conflict, but would also convince all parties that justice would
eventual |y be done. An effective international response to those crines

of fered the best hope that there would be no future repetition el sewhere.

57. Wth those considerations in mnd, her delegation urged the Specia
Rapporteur to maintain and intensify his cooperation with the Comm ssion of
Experts. Her CGovernnent had announced the previous week its contribution to
the first teamof investigators that would allow the Conm ssion of Experts to
accelerate its work in amassing forensic evidence and testinony from

Wi t nesses.

58. In its endeavour to contribute to the overall international effort to
address the tragic situation in the former Yugoslavia, the Conm ssion nust
provi de pragmatic direction to its Special Rapporteur, attaching specia

i mportance to effective cooperation anong all the international agencies and
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bodi es seeking to alleviate the suffering. The Conmi ssion's response mnust
have t he broadest possible support as a signal of the internationa
comunity's united resolve to deal with that appalling problem

59. M. BAKHM NE (Russian Federation) said that the terrible tragedy
currently unfolding in the territory of the fornmer Yugoslavia dramatically
denonstrated that violence could not but lead to nore viol ence and coul d not
serve as a means of settling conflicts. H's Governnent and people were
saddened and al arned by the events in the former Yugoslavia, not only because
of its geographic proxinity but also because of their historical |inks and
close ties of friendship with the area. |In the search for a durable peace in
the former Yugoslavia, the international conmunity nust play a mjor role,
because no one State or group of States could resolve the dilema on its own.

60. H s del egati on was thus pleased at the clarity and efficiency with which
t he Conmi ssion had reacted to the events: two special sessions had been
convened, a Special Rapporteur had been appoi nted, and other inportant steps
had been taken. The concrete, practical and focused neasures adopted by
consensus at the special sessions and the Special Rapporteur's missions and
reports denonstrated the qualitatively new |l evel of activity of the
international community with regard to the defence of human rights and gave
reason to hope that, through joint efforts, the bloodletting could be brought
to an end.

61. The practice of ethnic cleansing was a repellent manifestation of the
cruelty of the Yugoslav conflict. His delegation supported the resolution
adopted by the General Assenbly at its npbst recent session nmaking it clear
that those persons who had committed or had ordered others to commit acts of
et hnic cl eansing bore full individual responsibility and should be brought to
justice. It welconmed the establishment of a Conmission of Experts to

i nvestigate war crimes in the territory of the forner Yugoslavia. |t hoped
that the Conmmi ssion woul d make an objective assessnment of the facts and that
the guilty parties would be naned on the basis of reliable and verified

i nformati on. C ose cooperation between the Commi ssion of Experts and the
Speci al Rapporteur woul d be nost useful.

62. Anot her | oat hsorme aspect of the Yugoslav war was the nass rape of wonen.
Deci sive and effective neasures nmust be taken by the international comunity
to put an end to that barbarous practice. H s delegation welconmed the sending
of two EC nmissions to investigate cases of rape. The vigorous work of those
nm ssions had alerted international public opinion to those heinous crimes. It
was not clear, however, why the investigations had been linmted to cases of
rape conmitted agai nst Muslimwonen, while disregardi ng cases where they

i nvol ved Serb and Croat wonen: the facts showed that many Serb and Croat
woren had al so been the victins of such nonstrous acts. Crinmes did not becone
| ess repul sive when they were committed agai nst non-Mislins. Any

i nvestigation of the facts nmust have a conprehensive, rather than selective
character and nmust concern all parties to the conflict.

63. A political solution, and not violence, was the only way out of the

Yugosl av dilema. His del egation was anxi ous that the Geneva tal ks should
succeed, and it supported the territorial plan for Bosnia and Herzegovi na
proposed by its co-Chairnen. The plan was a reasonable alternative to
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bl oodshed, and Russi an di pl onacy was doing everything in its power to obtain
Security Council approval of it. As for the Commi ssion, it should focus its
attention exclusively on human rights questions in the territory of the fornmer
Yugosl avia and not address problens that fell within the conpetence of other
United Nations bodies, particularly the Security Council.

64. H s del egati on expressed its appreciation to the Special Rapporteur for
his unflagging efforts, and it was convinced that his forthconm ng report would
be as objective and bal anced as his oral statenment. Partiality would not help
resol ve the Yugoslav dilema; on the contrary, placing the blanme solely on one
side while avoiding criticismof the others would only exacerbate the
conflict. That led to a situation in which some took the view that the

i nternational community should not take any steps, even positive and
constructive ones, whereas others believed, on the contrary, that virtually
any action would be justified. Such an approach often ran counter to the
efforts of the international conmunity, as the fighting in Krajina showed.

65. The delicate situation in the former Yugoslavia required the Conm ssion
to take its decisions with great care. A careless nove m ght well exacerbate
the situation. There was no doubt that the Special Rapporteur's nandate
shoul d be strengthened to hel p himgather objective information on all aspects
of the Yugoslav conflict. |In that context, his del egation supported the
pronpt inplenmentation of all the paragraphs of the Comm ssion and

General Assenbly resolutions that concerned the Special Rapporteur

66. It was to be hoped that any new Comi ssion resolution on the situation of
human rights in the territory of the forner Yugoslavia would build upon the
neasures contained in the resolutions of its first and second specia

sessions. A bal anced and obj ective approach to all conponents of the
situation was of the essence. Good will and a genuine search for ways to put
an end to violations of humanitarian standards and human ri ghts woul d enable a
resol ution to be adopted by consensus; the Conmi ssion's best contribution to
achi eving peace in the fornmer Yugoslavia.

67. There had recently been assertions in the nass nedia and el sewhere that
his Governnent was pursuing a pro-Serb policy. That was not so: its policy
was not pro-Serb but it rejected anti-Serb positions. Artificial division of
the parties to the conflict into a good side and a bad was unacceptable. It
was unjust to focus attention on one party to the conflict, while ignoring the
actions of the others, which were often no less cruel and unjustified. An
entire people could not be accused of crines. Those guilty were individuals,
who rust be puni shed.

68. M. HUSSAIN (Pakistan) said that the sufferings inflicted on the Bosnian
Muslins by the Serb aggressors constituted a re-enactnent of the Hol ocaust.
Once again, Europe was the venue of barbarism crinmes and genoci de committed
agai nst a people solely on the basis of its religion. There were two nain

di fferences, however. The crines were being conmitted in full public view and
the distinction between the perpetrators and victinms was so evident that a
nunber of international |eaders had denounced the Serbian | eadership as war
crimnals. The second inportant difference was the use of rape as a bruta
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political weapon. According to the European Conmi ssion report, 20,000 wonen,
nostly Muslims, had been raped by Serb soldiers, not only to humliate them
but also as part of the abhorrent practice of ethnic cleansing.

69. It was clear fromthe statistics available that the events in Bosnia
anmounted to a systematic canpai gn of extermi nation against an entire people on
the grounds of its religion. In less than a year, 200,000 Muslins had been
killed and over 1.5 million left honel ess, including several hundred thousand
who had been forced to flee the country | eaving behind all their possessions.
The situation had been fully docunmented by the Conmission's Special Rapporteur
in his report of 17 Novenber 1992 (A 47/666), which stated that the Mislins
were the principal victins of the conflict and that ethnic cleansing did not
appear to be a consequence of the war, but rather its goal

70. Saraj evo had been turned into a living hell, with people dying in the
streets from hunger and exhaustion. Sacred sites and religious |eaders were
bei ng attacked and constant shelling was terrorizing the population. Delivery
of humanitarian aid was extrenely difficult and, in the Special Rapporteur's
opi nion, only an imredi ate cease-fire could save the popul ati on of Sarajevo
and ot her besieged cities fromexterm nation

71. A recent report by the United States State Departnment had documnented
further instances of Serbian war crinmes against the Muslins of Bosnia,

i ncluding a new category of violations of hunanitarian | aw described as
"inmpedi ng delivery of food and nedi cal supplies to the civilian popul ation"

72. G ven what had happened and its full docunmentation, the response of the

i nternational community had been disappointing to say the least. The recent
tal ks in Geneva had been a source of satisfaction to the Serbs who, under the
proposed agreenent, woul d have seen their aggression rewarded through
acceptance of 50 per cent of the territorial gains they had nmade in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. It was nost depressing to see how Serbia had been allowed to get
away with systematic and unprecedented savagery and crimnality, that nade a
nockery of United Nations resolutions, the Charter and civilized standards of
behavi our.

73. A further inportant consequence of the Bosnian conflict was its role in
wi deni ng the chasm between the Muslimworld and the countries of the West,
whose tal k of conmitrment to human rights had not been matched by practica
actions. Their apathy and inpotence in the face of Serb aggression was widely
seen as reflecting the double standards applied in different cases, sone
aggressors being countered by military intervention and others being all owed
to enjoy the fruits of their actions. It was to be hoped that the Bosnian
Muslins were not being left to their fate sinply on account of their religion
or because of the spurious threat of so-called Islamc fundanentalism

br andi shed by the Serbian | eadershi p.

74. The Bosni an | eadership had acted with trenmendous restraint and shown
willingness to go "the extra mle" to achieve peace with honour and to enabl e
Bosnians to live in dignity and equality with the other communities and
countries in the region.
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75. H s Governnent had not only condemmed Serb aggression but had been one of
the first to proclaimsolidarity with the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovi na.
Together with other Muslimcountries, it had taken an unequivocal stance on

t he genocide there and he drew attention, in that connection, to the
resol uti on adopted by the Conference of Islamc Foreign Mnisters in

Decenber 1992.

76. That resolution urged the Security Council to take necessary measures
agai nst Serbia, including the use of force under Chapter VII, Article 42, of
the United Nations Charter, with a viewto ensuring its full conpliance with
the relevant resolutions and to counter and deter further acts of externa
aggressi on agai nst the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina; it called for
cooperation with the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina in exercising its

i nherent right of individual and collective self-defence under Chapter VII,
Article 51, of the Charter, requesting the Security Council to state
explicitly that the arms enbargo against the former Yugoslavia did not apply
to the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and to allow the inredi ate delivery
of defensive arns by menbers of the Organization of the Islanic Conference;
and urged the United Nations to establish i mediately an international war
crimes tribunal to bring to justice those guilty of crinmes agai nst humanity.

77. He urged the Conmi ssion to uphold strongly human rights in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na to ensure that the grave crinmes being committed there did not
serve as a precedent for similar action in the future. Unless the Serb
pogrons were stopped by the full weight of the international conmunity and the
application of United Nations resolutions, mnority religious conmunities
everywhere would justifiably fear that they might be next in line and that the
i nternational community woul d once again stand idly by.

78. M. BAUM (CGermany) said that, although grave human rights violations had
been committed by all sides in the conflict, there could be no doubt that the
Serb side was responsible for the | argest nunber of grave violations and that
the Muslins were suffering the nost. The findings of the Special Rapporteur
and other reports nmade it clear that what was taking place in Bosnia and

Her zegovi na was the deliberate extinction of an ethnic group

79. The nost appal | i ng and unprecedented aspect of the conflict was the
systemati c abuse of wonen with the intent of destroying the dignity and social
exi stence of a whole conmunity, through the use of mass rape as a neans of
ethnic cleansing. The report of the EC mission reveal ed not only the
appal I i ng nunber of such crines but also the fact that they were not the
excesses of individual Serb soldiers, but constituted a pattern of abuse
designed to terrorize comunities, drive themfromtheir homes and denonstrate
t he power of the invading forces. The suffering of the wonen affected would
be addressed in a resolution to be subnmitted by the States nenbers of the

Eur opean Comuni ty.

80. There was an urgent need for an international register of the crines
conmmtted in the former Yugoslavia, which would record the circunstances of
every single crime and the nanmes of its individual perpetrators but such a
regi ster was not enough. The European Comunity supported the establishment
of an international crininal court and sone practical proposals mght energe
from the high-level conm ssions established in France and Italy. In addition
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pressure rmust be brought to bear on the Serbian authorities to force themto
take action agai nst those responsible for atrocities, such as a recently

el ected nmenber of Parliament accused of responsibility for the nass execution
of 3,000 nmen, women and children. The process of ethnic cleansing nmust be
reversed and his del egati on supported the proposal for a register of al
refugees and their places of origin, to enable justice to be done as soon as
ci rcunst ances al | owed.

81. Anot her subject of particular concern was the sheer nunber and plight of
the refugees. H's country had received half the total number who had fled
their honeland but, like the rest of Wstern Europe, it was not imune froma
rel apse into intol erance and chauvinism There had recently been an al arm ng
increase in violence by radical right-w ng el ements agai nst refugees and ot her
foreigners. The authorities were doing everything in their power to conbat
such crimes and nmillions of citizens had taken to the streets to show that the
overwhel mng majority of Germans utterly condemmed such attacks.

82. Wth regard to the explosive situation in Kosovo, his Governnent called
on the Belgrade regine to re-establish the autonony of the province, permt
the use of the Al banian | anguage in the education system information nedia
and television and reinstate the journalists who had been di snmissed. There
was nuch evidence that the Serbian authorities were indulging in a policy of
del i berate provocation in Kosovo, and his del egati on conmended t he Al bani an
peopl e on their patience and restraint.

83. The peace plan proposed by M. Vance and Lord Onen offered the best
solution to the conflict. H s delegation hoped that the involvenent of the
Security Council would help to inplenent that plan. The continuing peace
efforts nmust ensure the physical and political survival of the seriously

t hreat ened Bosni an Muslinms by ending the practice of ethnic cleansing, lifting
the sieges of towns and cities, closing the canps, allowing aid to reach those
in need and making the Serb forces w thdraw

84. M. BIJEDI C (Observer for Bosnia and Herzegovina) said that the situation
in his country was conpl ex and was deteriorating daily with respect to both
human rights and all other respects. Serbo-Mntenegran aggressi on was
continuing, with its concomitant destruction, killing of civilians, ethnic

cl eansi ng, organi zed and deliberate raped, attacks on United Nations units,
particul arly humanitarian convoys, obliging the non-Serb population to fight
agai nst their own nationals, and forced labour. |In addition, there were nore
than 100 concentration canps not only in Bosnia and Herzegovi na but also in

Ser bi a and Mont enegr o.

85. There was no shortage of evidence concerning the death strategy, but
certain key countries still held the surprising and di sappointing view that
what was taking place in his country was a civil war. Such an approach
conceal ed the truth and had a direct effect on the Comm ssion's work. At its
| ast special session, the Commission had found it difficult to define
aggression and genocide clearly and, consequently, to establish the need for a
human rights court and to invoke Chapter VII of the Charter to prevent nass
human rights viol ations.
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86. The Conmi ssion's work had had no influence on the Geneva peace process,
whi ch had taken a real politik approach, ignoring not only the rel evant
Security Council resolutions but also the decisions of the London Conference.
Aggressors and victins had been placed on the sanme |level in the negotiation
process, thus inplying amesty for those who had committed crinmes agai nst
humanity and humanitarian laws. It was true that there had been expressions
of horror and condemati on concerning the crinmes of ethnic cleansing, rape and
genoci de, but there had been an utter discrepancy between words and deeds.

87. Many peopl e had concluded that the international community, particularly
Eur ope, was incapable of dealing with the worst crimnals in the Bal kans,

si nce the Bosnian people had been left to bleed for so Iong w thout the

provi sion of substantial help. The ineffectiveness of the United Nations in
Bosni a and Herzegovi na neant that people were being deprived of al nost al

their rights. Nothing in his country was sacred to the aggressor, who was
destroying everything there. Al that was taking place in the presence of the
United Nations. Many of the worst crinmes had been nmade known to the

United Nations but had not been reported.

89. Having failed to address the crisis in Bosnia and Herzegovina in a tinely
and appropriate manner, the international conmunity, had found itself
constrained to deal with the |leaders of illegal arnmed factions. By so doing,

the two co-Chairnmen had been obliged to recogni ze the aggressor as having the
status of a negotiating party. Consequently, two armed factions had been
treated as representatives of their peoples - which they were not - while the
del egation of the State of Bosnia and Herzegovi na, conposed of |egally el ected
representatives, was degraded to the status of |eaders of a single ethnic
group. In that way, the nulti-ethnic and multicultural essence of Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, based on centuries of coexistence, had been underm ned and | arge
segnents of its society neglected. Thus, nunmerous human rights had been

i gnored by the Geneva Conference.

89. The results of the Vance-Omen peace plan, established on faulty prem ses,
had a direct bearing on the Conmission's work. First of all, he wondered what
woul d be done about those persons who had al ready the status of |ega
representatives of a nation but who had been naned as war crininals.

According to the plan, all warring factions were to withdraw to their
provinces. Apparently that neant that persons who had engaged in ethnic

cl eansing and had tortured and kill ed hundreds of innocent people would be
protected in their sub-States, a cynical acceptance of ethnic cleansing and
its acconpanying crinmes. |If that cane about it was unclear what the

Conmi ssion could do and how wel | -founded accusations of hunman rights

vi ol ati ons woul d be foll owed up.

90. That was the inevitable result of applying ethnic criteria in delinmting
provi nci al borders and of accepting the aspirations of the aggressors to the
detriment of the |argest national group. The aggressors would control nearly
hal f of the territory of the Republic, although their ethnic group was |ess
than a third of the population. The worst effect of such an approach was that
it rewarded aggression and pronoted the policy of fait acconpli and use of
force to the level of alegitinate factor in international relations. He
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t heref ore appeal ed, on behalf of his suffering people, to the Conmi ssion to
approach the problem of mass human rights violations in an appropriate manner
and to adopt concrete decisions.

91. The Ri ght Reverend Monsi gnor TABET (Cbserver for the Holy See) said that,
as the Special Rapporteur had rem nded the Conm ssion, serious violations of
human rights were still occurring in the forner Yugoslavia and included such
horrible practices as nmurder, mass expul sions and nultiple and systematic
rape. The reason why those crines continued to be conmmitted had al ready been
anply identified and reported. Unfortunately, the policy of |arge-scale
ethnic cleansing was still being carried out with inmpunity. Those responsible
wer e encouraged by the fact that they were achieving their aimof facing the

i nternational community with a fait acconpli, but that community coul d not
just accept the proposition that mght was right and endorse a situation

i nvolving flagrant violations of the nost sacred human rights. If it did so,
it ran the risk of losing all credibility by tolerating non-respect for

hurmani tari an | aw and ignoring the sufferings of so many i nnocent peopl e.

92. In January 1993, Hi s Holiness the Pope had call ed upon the internationa
conmunity to denonstrate nore clearly its political will not to accept
aggression and territorial conquest by force or the aberration of ethnic
cleansing. That call had been notivated by the follow ng reasons: a war of
aggression was unworthy of a human being; the noral and physical destruction
of an adversary or a foreigner was a crine; practical indifference in the face
of such acts was guilt through omi ssion; and, lastly, anyone who carried out
such brutal acts, or justified themwould have to answer not only to the

i nternational community but also to God.

93. The Holy See therefore encouraged the Commrission to continue its efforts
to make worl d opinion nore aware of what was taking place and to urge al

those in a position to do so to act to stop the guilty parties and help the
victinse. Inits view, the international community had the right to bring to
trial and to sentence those found personally responsible for such crines

agai nst humanity, the defence of human rights and rendering humanitarian

assi stance being its prime duty.

94. In particular, it was essential to continue to work for the rel ease of
the prisoners, sone of whom had been held for |ong nonths in disgracefu
conditions, while others had been recently arrested. It was also inportant to

help the mllions of displaced persons who had fled fromthe fighting and from
et hni c cl eansing, especially those who were wi thin the Bosnian borders and
subj ected to the whins of the mlitias of either canp. Having been chased
fromtheir hones without being able to escape fromthe country, their living
condi tions were often uni magi nable. They were entitled to expect not only

i medi at e assi stance but al so safe havens where they could be provisionally
settled under international protection. Such people should not be abandoned
and left to depend on the good will of the belligerents. The internationa
conmunity must acquire the means to carry out that effective humanitarian

assi stance so as to provide genuine protection for entire popul ati ons who were
hel d hostage and whose lives and integrity were threatened. Since the purpose
of such action was to ensure respect for human rights, when they had clearly
been violated, it could not be regarded as a subject for negotiation.
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95. As for the ongoing negotiations to find just solutions for all those

i nvolved in the conflict, all such negotiations nust be conducted in a spirit
of openness and di al ogue gui ded by the principles of justice which al one woul d
make it possible to achieve peace. Sacrifices would be required of all, but a
solution would be effective and lasting only if it was freely accepted and
shared by all the parties involved.

96. It was inportant that those nations which gave priority to the rights of

t he human person should regain their credibility in that stricken |and. They

nmust denonstrate their determ nation to ensure respect for the aw and to ease
the sufferings of the innocent. Wthout firmaction in that field, they m ght
prove incapable of creating the confidence required for a negotiated solution

to the conflict.

97. M. Garreton (Chile) took the Chair.

98. M. SOITAS (Wrld Organization Against Torture) said that, since the
second speci al session of the Comm ssion in Novenber/Decenber 1992, further

i nformati on had been received on the human rights situation in the forner
Yugoslavia. |In particular, it had been reveal ed that rape was not a secondary
result of the conflict but part and parcel of a systematic practice of

hum liation commtted, nainly by the Serbs, with the deliberate ai m of
denoralizing and terrorizing conmunities and driving themfromtheir hones.

Bet ween 20, 000 and 50, 000 wonen and young girls had been the victins of

col lective rape. The atrocity of that practice, and the policy underlying it
had al ready given rise to severe condemation by the international community.

99. He recall ed the resol ution adopted by the Comnission, at its second
speci al session, which clearly stated that the policy of terror was carried
out by Serbia which, after having waged a war violating all the rules of
international |aw against Croatia, had attacked Bosnia and Herzegovi na, where
it had resuned its policy of elimnating mnorities through ethnic cleansing,
and demanded that those guilty of war crinmes, crinmes against humanity and

ot her serious violations of international humanitarian | aw should be
identified and brought to justice. Nevertheless, the Internationa
Conference's proposal s endorsed the new situation of conmunity separation to a
greater extent than it protected the rights of all persons, including those
bel onging to mnority communities.

100. The division of Bosnia into 10 provinces could not result in a stable
sol ution but actually encouraged communities to secure a maxi mum position by
force. Mdreover, any solution that placed executioners and victinms on an
equal footing was not only ethically condemabl e but also politically
suicidal. Peace could be restored only by creating conditions for the various
ethnic groups to live together and that could be achieved only if the
international conmunity offered serious guarantees to threatened minorities
and adopted neasures to punish those guilty of human rights violations. That
implied the establishment of an international court to try those accused of
such crinmes.

101. It was widely feared al so that, once the Serbs had established their
aut hority over Bosnia, they would invade Kosovo and Yugosl av Macedonia with a
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view to pursuing their policy of ethnic cleansing. Hence the proposal that
Kosovo be pl aced under the control of the United Nations or NATO so as to
prevent the outbreak of a generalized war in the Bal kans.

Statenent by the representative of Sudan

102. M. YQUSIE (Sudan), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said that
hi s del egation categorically refuted the nisrepresentati ons contained in the
staterment nmade at the previous neeting by the Mnister of State for Foreign
and Comonweal th Affairs of the United Kingdom Similar m srepresentations
had been unfairly used as a basis for a politically notivated resolution
adopt ed agai nst the Sudan by the General Assenbly at its forty-seventh
session. They had nothing to do with the actual reality of the human rights
situation in his country.

103. The statenent had al so contained generalizations that were tantanount to
a total disregard of any positive achievenents resulting fromthe efforts of

t he Government and peopl e of the Sudan to overcone the chall enges of human and
econoni ¢ devel opment .

104. Its religious confrontational tones could not but have a negative effect
on efforts to establish peace, religious harnony and respect for al
fundamental human rights in the country. It would seemthat the M nister had
been influenced by a report by the "Jubil ee Canpaign", a Christian
fundament al i st group making fal se all egati ons agai nst a nunmber of Mislim
countries. The forthconming visit by H s Holiness, Pope John Paul Il, to the
Sudan was, however, a clear denonstration of his country's great traditions of
harnony and religious tol erance.

105. As for the alleged violations of human rights in the Sudan, nost of the
al | egations had proved to be exaggerated. However, his CGovernnent had
seriously addressed all such violations and dealt with the few incidents
relating to excesses or abuses by certain individuals. He pointed out in that
connection that there were no longer any political detainees in the country,
that any detention was subject to judicial review and supervision; and that

i ndependent judicial investigations were currently taking place to exam ne any
i nci dents of abuse of power.

The neeting rose at 6.20 p.m




