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Introduction

1. In its resolution 1992/52 of 3 March 1992, entitled "Regional
arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights“, the Commission
on Human Rights, "reaffirming that regional arrangements for the promotion and
protection of human rights may make a major contribution to the effective
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms and that the exchange of
information and experience in this field among the regions, within the

United Nations system, may be improved", noted with interest "that various
contacts between regional bodies and commissions and the United Nations have
continued to be pursued and strengthened through advisory services and
technical assistance activities, with a view to the exchange of information
and experience in the field of human rights”.

2. In the same resolution, the Commission on Human Rights invited "States
in areas where regional arrangements in the field of human rights do not yet
exist to consider agreements with a view to the establishment within their
respective regions of suitable regional machinery for the promotion and
protection of human rights". It endorsed "the efforts of the Centre for
Human Rights to enhance cooperation between the United Nations and regional
and national institutions, particularly in the field of advisory services and
technical assistance, public information and education in the field of human
rights".
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3. The Commission stressed "the importance of the programme of advisory
services in the field of human rights and renewed its appeal to all
Governments to consider making use of the possibilities offered by the

United Nations under this programme of organizing information and/or training
courses at the national level for government personnel on the application

of international human rights standards and the experience of relevant
international bodies". It also stressed "the importance of continuing to pay
special attention to the most appropriate ways of assisting, at their request,
countries of the different regions under the programme of advisory services
and to make, where necessary, the relevant recommendations”.

4. The Commission further requested the Secretary-General, as foreseen

in the medium-term plan for the period 1992-1997, "to continue to strengthen
exchanges between the United Nations and regional intergovernmental
organizations dealing with human rights and welcomed, in this connection, the
fact that the Centre for Human Rights will continue to organize national,
regional and subregional workshops and training courses for government
officials engaged in the administration of justice and in the implementation
of the international human rights instruments". The Commission invited "the
organizers of regional meetings convened in preparation for the World
Cconference on Human Rights to promote further ratification of and accession
to United Nations human rights treaties and the implementation of those
universally accepted human rights standards". It requested "the
Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its forty-ninth session a
report on the state of regional arrangements for the promotion and protection
of human rights and to include the results of action taken in pursuance of
the present resolution". The present report is submitted in response to that
request. Information on the status of ratifications of States parties by
region of the world with regard to the international human rights instruments
is annexed to this report.

I. COOPERATION AND FURTHER ENCOURAGEMENT OF CONTACTS
BETWEEN REGIONAL BODIES AND THE UNITED NATIONS

5. In accordance with directives of relevant United Nations organs that
regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights
should contribute to the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental
freedoms, the Centre for Human Rights pursued and consolidated, throughout
1992, its contacts and cooperation with the established regional human
rights intergovernmental organizations, namely the African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Rights of the Organization of African Unity (ORS) and the
Inter-American Commission on and Court of Human Rights.

6. The Centre for Human Rights is aware of the importance of exchanging
information with these organizations. One central theme of regular
information exchanges concerns the status of ratifications of international
and regional human rights instruments developed under the respective systems.
The Centre is currently preparing a new compilation of international and
regional human rights instruments to replace Human Rights: A Compilation of
International Instruments. Another new volume, incorporating information on
instruments contained in the revised compilation, is also being prepared and
will replace Human Rights: Status of International Instruments.
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7. Collaboration and information exchange also take place between the
Centre and a wide variety of institutions and organizations operating in
different regions of the world. These include the Human Rights Unit of the
Commonwealth Secretariat; the International Institute of Human Rights at
Strasbourg, France; the Institute of Humanitarian Law at San Remo, Italy; the
Inter-American Institute of Human Rights at San José&, Costa Rica; the Andean
Commission of Jurists at Lima, Peru; the African Centre for Democracy and
Human Rights Studies at Banjul, the Gambia; the Arab Institute for Human
Rights at Tunis, Tunisia; the International Centre for Sociological, Penal
and Penitentiary Research and Studies at Messina, Italy; the International
Institute for Higher Studies in Criminal Science at Siracusa, Italy; the
Institute Henri Dunant at Geneva, Switzerland; the Raoul Wallenberg Institute
of the University of Lund, Sweden and the United Nations regional economic and
social commissions.

8. During 1992, the Centre for Human Rights continued to pursue and
strengthen, through its advisory services and technical assistance

programme, the promotion of human rights at the regional level particularly
through information and experience exchange. These activities, which

included training courses, seminars, workshops, the award of

fellowships and the provision of specialist advice on legal matters

and institution-building, are described in detail in the report of the
Secretary-General to the Commission on advisory services in the field of human
rights (E/CN.4/1993/61). Additional information may also be found in the
report of the Secretary-General on regional arrangements for the promotion and
protection of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region, prepared pursuant
to Commission on Human Rights resolution 1992/40 (E/CN.4/1993/31). The
information contained in these reports will not be repeated in the present
document apart from brief references, where necessary, under the various
sections below which deal with specific regions.

9. The Centre, in cooperation with the Department of Public Information
(DPI), continued its efforts to ensure that the libraries of United Nations
information centres in various regions of the world contain comprehensive
documentation and reference services in the field of human rights. The
mechanisms by which the Centre’s own publications are distributed is
currently under review. Efforts are being made to develop a system of
precisely targeted and effective dissemination by which all regions of the
world will have ready access to information and reference materials on human
rights. A full overview of the Centre’s information programme and of the
World Public Information Campaign for Human Rights which was launched by the
General Assembly in 1988 may be found in the report of the Secretary-General
(E/CN.4/1993/29).

A. Africa

10. Within the framework of the Organization of African Unity, the African
system for the protection of human rights is laid down in the African Charter
on Human and Peoples’ Rights. In accordance with the Charter, the supervisory
organ of the system is the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights.

11. Cooperation between the United Nations and the African regional system
was promoted through a number of seminars, training courses and workshops
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organized by the Centre for Human Rights in collaboration with several
organizations based both within and outside the region including the African
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, the Raoul Wallenberg Institute, the
United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute, the Centre
Against Apartheid, the International Institute of Humanitarian Law and the
International Institute of Human Rights at Strasbourg.

12. In Namibia, Sao Tome and Principe and Benin, the Centre conducted needs
assessment missions. Electoral assistance was provided in Lesotho. 1In
Swaziland, training courses were delivered. The Centre organized a seminar on
human rights and democratic elections in Angola. In South Africa, assistance
consisted in the development of a country programme framework, fellowships and
meetings of fellows on priorities for human rights assistance. The Centre
also provides financial support to the Arab Institute for Human Rights at
Tunis and the African Centre for Democracy and Human Rights Studies at Banjul
for training courses and documentation.

13. In addition to these specific projects, the Centre also continued its
programme of technical cooperation with the African Commission on Human

and Peoples’ Rights. Several components of this programme are specifically
directed towards providing the Commission with the human and logistical
support it requires in its work of protecting and promoting human rights

in the African region. Other components are aimed at providing
institution-building support for the establishment of the necessary
infrastructure to assist the African Commission in the conduct of its
activities.

B. BAsia and the Pacific

14. There are 49 States in the Asian and Pacific region. The region is
without formal, intergovernmental human rights infrastructure although the
question of regional intergovernmental institutions for the promotion and
protection of human rights has been the subject of continuing consultations.
Further details in this regard may be found in the separate report to the
Commission (E/CN.4/1993/31).

15. In 1992, the Centre for Human Rights continued its cooperation with
the Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia

and the Pacific (ESCAP) for the establishment of a depository centre for
United Nations human rights materials within the Commission’s headquarters
at Bangkok. In this connection, the Centre notified member States of
Commission on Human Rights resolution 1992/40. The views expressed in
replies received from Governments and the views of the Commission itself, as
well as those of other United Nations bodies active in the region, may be
found in the above-mentioned report. In cooperation with the Government

of Indonesia, the Centre is organizing an Asia-Pacific Workshop in Jakarta
from 26 to 28 January 1993 on Human Rights Issues: National Institutions and
Regional Arrangements.

16. During the period under review, the Centre also continued its activities
in the region under the advisory services and technical assistance programme.
Technical assistance was provided to Mongolia in order to assist the
Government of that country in the democratization process. Assistance was
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also provided to the Government of Nepal and a training course on preparing
reports to the various committees established under the international human
rights conventions was organized in the Islamic Republic of Iran following a
request from that country.

C. Europe

17. The Council of Europe‘’s regional system for the protection of human
rights includes the European Commission of Human Rights and the European Court
of Human Rights, each of which performs a specific, complementary function
under the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms.

18. Collaboration between the Centre for Human Rights and the Council of
Europe continued to develop in both directions. The Centre participated in a
number of meetings organized by the Council of Europe and is exploring further
possibilities for cooperation, particularly with regard to human rights
projects in Central and Eastern Europe.

19. In Albania, the Centre conducted a needs assessment mission and training
courses for police, prison and military officials on human rights and the
administration of criminal justice. In Bulgaria and Hungary, financial
assistance is provided for the translation and publication of Human Rights:

A Compilation of Human Rights Instruments and for a manual for teaching human
rights in primary and secondary schools. In Romania, the Centre provided
electoral assistance and organized training courses for police, prison and
military officials, as well as seminars for judges, lawyers and procurators on
human rights in the administration of criminal justice. Financial support was
provided to Poland for training, documentation and equipment needs in the
field of human rights.

D. The Americas

20. The Inter-American system of human rights includes the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, both
of which have been established as regional bodies for the promotion and
protection of human rights and have been accorded specific functions and
powers in accordance with the American Convention on Human Rights, and
consistent with the principles of the American Declaration on the Rights and
Duties of Man. The Centre for Human Rights is involved on a number of levels
with these and other Organization of American States (OAS) agencies and is
working towards continuing and expanding cooperation. Within that context, in
November 1992, in cooperation with OAS, the Centre held at United Nations
Headquarters in New York a workshop on the situation of human rights in Haiti.
The workshop was directed at Haitian human rights non-governmental
organizations.

21. The Centre also organizes a number of activities in the region

under its programme of advisory services and technical assistance. A
conference on practical experience gained by indigenous peoples in achieving
self-sufficient, lasting and environmentally sustainable development was held
in Santiago in May 1992 in cooperation with the Chilean Government. A number
of specific country projects were also initiated or continued in 1992. 1In
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Colombia and Paraguay, since 1990, in cooperation with UNDP, the Centre has
been providing consultants, lecturers, fellowships and relevant documentation
and assistance in both the organization of national workshops and training
courses on human rights and in conducting a national promotion and awareness
campaign. Assistance has also been provided to Uruguay since 1990, including
training courses for law enforcement officers (in 1992). 1In Guatemala, the
Centre organized two field missions for the Independent Expert on Guatemala,
Professor Christian Tomuschat (Germany), who visited the country in February,
September and October 1992, to examine the human rights situation. 1In
addition, it provided the services of a consultant to the Guatemalan Congress
to assist in the elaboration of a law on indigenous populations.

22, Within the framework of the World Conference on Human Rights, scheduled
for 1993, the Latin American Group decided to organise, at San José,

Costa Rica, in January 1993, a preparatory meeting to discuss issues which
will be raised at the conference.

II. CONCLUSION

23. During the period covered by the medium-term plan 1992-1997, the
Secretary-General will continue to strengthen exchanges between the

United Nations and regional intergovernmental organizations dealing with
human rights. These organizations are in a valuable position to strengthen
human rights norms and cooperation between the international and regional
systems can only be mutually beneficial. For these reasons, the Centre for
Human Rights will continue to organize national, regional and subregional
workshops, training courses and seminars for specialized target audiences
involved directly or indirectly in the implementation of the standards
contained in the international human rights instruments.

24. The Centre recognizes that the core component of any human rights
promotional programme must inevitably be the instruments themselves and for
this reason it fully intends to continue and, where possible, to expand
production and dissemination of local language versions of the Universal
Declaration and the two International Covenants on Human Rights. Where
resources permit, the Centre will also continue to support projects aimed at
translating and disseminating comprehensive compilations of human rights
instruments into local and regional languages. The Commission on Human Rights
may wish to continue to encourage States parties to the major international
human rights covenants to disseminate these in appropriate languages, as
widely as possible. States parties could also be encouraged to cooperate with
local non-governmental organizations in ensuring that the national community
is aware of the standards to which its Government has subscribed at the
international level.
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ANNEXES

Explanatory note

The annexes contain the status of ratifications of States parties by
region of the world with regard to the international human rights instruments
listed below.

1. International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

2. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

3. Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights.

4. Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights aiming at the Abolition of the Death Penalty.

5. International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination.
6. International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime

of Apartheid.

7. Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

8. Convention on the Rights of the Child.

9. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women

10. Convention on the Political Rights of Women.
11. Convention on the Nationality of Married Women.

12. Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment.

13. Convention relating to the Status of Refugees.
14. Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees.

15. International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Women of Their Families.
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Explanatory notes

Member States of the Council of Europe

Austria, Bulgaria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech and Slovak Federal Republic,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland,
Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, San Marino, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom.

States which have a special status with the Council of Europe

Albania, Croatia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania,
Russian Federation, Slovenia.

Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Republic of
Moldova, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine,
Uzbekistan.

Others

Holy See, Monaco, Yugoslavia.
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