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Reqional arranqementa for the promotion and protection of
human rights in the Asian and Pacific region

Report of the Secretary-Genecal

1. In its resolution 41/153 of 4 December 1986, the General Amsemblv recuested
the Secretary-General to submit a further report on reqional arrangementa for the
promotion and protection of human rights in the Amian and Pacific region to the
Assembly at ita foretv=third session, through the Economic and Social Council,
incorporating information on proaress achieved in the implementation of that
rasolution, The prement report has been prepared in reaponsa to that reguest,

2. Havinqg taken note of the note by the Secretary=-General on reajonal
arranaements for the promotion and protection of human riqhta in the Agian reaion
(A/41/180-E/1986/20), the General Asgembly, in paragraph 2 of that resclution,
rejuested the Secretary-General to assist and encouraqe the Executive Secretary of
the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) to pursue the
estahliahment of & dapository centre for United Nations human riahts materials
within the Commission at Banakok.

3, In a letter dated 20 July 1987 to the Executive Secretarv of ESCAP, the
Under-Secretary~General fur Human Riqhts affirmed the willinqneas of the Centre for
Human Rights to do its utmost to assist him in estahlishina such a depository
centre within ESCAP. However, by a letter dated 18 September 1987, the Deputy
Executive Secretary of ESCAP informed the Under-Secretarv-ieneral for Human Riahts
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that there had been no substantive change in the mandate of ESCAP that would enable
1t to establish a separate depository centre for human riahts materiala, but that
the ESCAP library continued to receive, classify, astore and disseminate information
on human righta, In addition he atated that information on human rightsa
documentation acquired by ESCAP was diasseminated throuah the Asian Biblioqraphy,
which was published by the ESCAP library twice a year and diatributed throughout
the Asian and Pacific region, and that a complete sat of relevant documents
approved by the Commission on Human Rights for United Nationa information centrea
was also held in the ESCAP library,

4. In paraqraph 3 of resolution 41/153, the General Assembly renewed ita
invitation to States members of ESCAP that had not yet done so to communicate to
the Secretary-General as soon as pogsible their commenta on the report of the
Seminar on National, local and Reqional Arrangements for the Promotion and
Protection of Human Rights in the Asian Reaion (ST/HR/SER.A/12).

S. By 1l January 1988, despite the repeated invitations of the General Assembly
and the Commiasion on Human Righta, no new comments had been submitted by States
membera of ESCAP or tha report of the Seminar. To date, only six member States
have submitted their comments, five of which (Australia, France, Nepal, Sri lLanka
and the United Statea of America) were hefore the Assembly at its thirty-ninth
sesaion (see A/39/174-E/1984/38 and Add.l), and one of which (India) was reproduced
in the report of the Secretary-General on reqional arranaements for the promotion
and protection of human rights in the Asian reaqion (A/41/180-F/1986/120), In itn
most recent resolution on this question (resolution 1987/41), the Commissnion on
Human Riahts did not repeat %he invitationn for auch commants,

6. By paragraph 4 of resolution 41/153, the General Assembly invited the
Secretary-General to finalize as expeditinusly as posaible preparationsa for a
training course, to be held in the Asian and Pacific reaion, on the teachina of
human riqhts,

7. The Centre for Human Riahts, in co=-operation with FSCAP, nrqanizesd a training
course on the teaching of human rights, which was held at Hangkok from

12 to 21 October 1987, (For the report on the training course, sea
E/CN.4/1988/39/Add. 1.)

8, By paragraph 5 of resolution 41/153, the General Assembly i1nvited the tinited
Nations davelopmant adencies in the Asian and Pacific region to promote the human
rigahts dimension in their development activitien.,

9, In a letter dated 17 July 1987, the Under-Secretary-General for Human Riqghts
informed the Unitad Nations development agencies in the Asian and Pacific reqion of
the readiness of the Centre for Human Riahts to prnvide any assistance that they
miaght raquire, within the limits of the resources of the Centre, tn promote the
human rights dimenaion in their development activities., He also invited those
aqencies to send ohaservers tu the ahove-mentioned training course on the teaching
of human rights, indicating that the praesence of ohmervers and their contributions
to the discussion would he of mutual benef-.t., Observers from ESCAP, the !inited
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Nationa Development Proqramme, thae Office of the United Nationg Hiuh Commissioner
for Refugeen, the Intarnatinnal lahour Organisation and the Worled lealth
Orqanization attended the training course and made valuable contributions to i1ts
wor K,



