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The meeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m.

REStl>l.PTION OF THE FORTY-SECIlND SESSION

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I declare the forty-second

session of the General Assembly resumed.

As members are aware, the Assembly is being reconvened to consider agenda

item 136 - "Report of the Committee on Relations with the Host Country" - which, by

decision 42/460 of 21 December 1987, has been retained on the agenda of this

session.

TRIBUTE 'ID THE MEMORY ciF MR. SEAN MACBRIDE, FURMER MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OF
THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND AND FORMER UNITED NATIONS COMMISSIONER FOR NAMIBIA

TRIBUTE 'ID THE MEMORY OF HER EXCELLENCY DR. OORA AS'lURGA GADEA, FORMER DEPUTY
MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF NICARAGUA 'IQ THE
UNITED NATIONS

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): Before tak ing up the agenda

for this morn ing I should 1 ike •to invi te the Assembly to join in a tribu te to two

international personalities that we have lost in recent months.

It is wi th deep regret that I mus t re fer to the dea th of Mr. Sean MacBr1de,

Minister for External Affairs of Ireland from 1948 to 1951 and United Nations

Commissioner for Namibia from 1973 to 1977.

SerVing with distinction in the cause of human rights, justice and peace, he

was the recipient of both the Nobel Peace Prize, in 1974, and the Len in Peace

Prize, in 1977.

On behalf of the members of the General Assembly I extend to the members of

Mr. MacBride's family, and to the Government and people of Ireland, our profound

and sincere condolences.

I now invite members of the Assembly to stand and observe a minute of silence

in tribu te to the memory of Mr. Sean Mac Bride •

The members of the General Assembly observed a minute of silence

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I now call upon the

Secretary-General of the United Nations. \
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The SECRETARY-GENERAL: The pa ss ing away of Mr. Sean Ma cBride of Ireland

has been deeply felt throughout the interna tional community. He was one of those

personalities, rare in any age, whose idealism remained undiminished through a

crCMded exper ience in public li fe.

After having won many laurels, and at a time of life when most men would think

of retiring to a more tranquil regime, he agreed to serve as United Nations

Commissioner for Namibia for a period of four years. This was but one sign of his

devotion to the cause of human dignity and international justice. Likewise, the

award to him of both the Nobel Peace Price and the Lenin Peace Prize indicated a

remarkably broad recognition of his stature as a dedicated and eminent servant of

peace.

He was a true friend of this House, and I wish, therefore, to pay a heartfelt

tribute to his memory.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): We have also learned with

great sorrow of the pass ing of our colleague Her Excellency Dr. Nora Astorga Gadea,

former Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of

Nicaragua to the United Nations. As a Vice-President of the General Assembly

during its current session Ambassador Astorga dignified the Assembly with her

diplomatic sl<ills. Her death represents a great loss not only for her country but

also for the international community.

On behalf of all her friends and colleagues assembled here, I should like to

express to her family and to the Government and the people of Nicaragua our

profound and sincere condolences.

I now invite members of the Assembly to stand and observe a minute of silence

in tribute to the memory of Her Excellency Dr. Nora Astorga Gadea.

The members of the General Assembly observed a minute of silence.

Th e PRES IDENT (in ter pre ta t ion from Russ ian): I now ca11 upon the

secretary-Genera 1.
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The SECRETARY-GENERAL (interpretation from Spanish): It is with deep

sadness that I reiterate to the Government and the people of Nicaragua the

condolences of the United Nations and my own very sincere condolences on the

untimely demise of Ambassador Nora Astorga G~dea, Permanent Representative of

Nicaragua to the united Nations.

We have all witnessed her courage in the face of physical illness and the calm

strength of her convictions, as well as her valuable contr ibution to the activities

of the Organization. We shall long cherish her memory.

As secretary-General it is with deep emotion that I associate myself with this

tribute to her memory.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I call upon the

representative of Senegal, who will speak on behalf of the Group of African States.

Mr. SARRE (Senegal) Hnterpretation from French): Since the suspension

of the forty-second session of the General Assembly, the international community

has lost two worthy members of the great multilateral family.

With the passing of the Ambassador of Nicaragua, Her Excellency

Mrs. Nora Astorga Gadea, we have lost a courteous, gracious and responsive

colleague. Regardless of differences that may have existed between her delegation

and other s, which are in any case part of the norma 1 order of things, her

open-mindedness always made contact and dialogue easy.
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She thus demonstrated how the united Nations can be used intelligently and

responsibly to find solutions to the many problems before us. Mrs. Astorga Gadea

also did a great deal to contribute to the Non-Aligned Movement, of which she was a

militant member and in which she will be sorely missed.

With the death of Mr. Sean MacBride the ideals of justice, disarmament and

peace among peoples have Buffered a loss. He was a militant advocate of peace and

the multilateralism reflected in the Charter of the united Nations, and during his

work with the United Nations as Commissioner for Namibia he left an indelible mark

and made a vast contribution to international affa irs, for the triumph of justice

and law, and for Namibia's accession to independence.

Reading the papal encyclical Pacem in terds a few days ago, I noted how those

two personalities drew inspiration from that historic document in their daily

actions. On this occasion the African Group wishes to associate itself wi th t.he

tributes being paid to those personalities of our time. We extend sincere

condolences to their Governments and their families. We hope that in his infinite

goodness God will grant them mercy.

The PRESIDENT: I call on the representa tive of Burma, who will speak on

behalf of the Asian States.

Mr. GYI (Burma): It is with deep sadness that the Group of Asian States

has learned of the passing of Mr. Sean MacBride and Ambassador Nora Astorga Gadea,

Permanent Representative of Nicaragua. The reconvening today of the General

Assembly is indeed a solemn and auspicious occasion on which to remember and honour

them.

In my capacity as Chairman of the Asian Group for this month, and on behalf of

the Group, I assume the sad duty of joining the international community in pay in9

tr ibute to the melOOry of those two outstanding per sonalities, who dur in9 their

~ifetime5 were prominent on the international scene. Their passing is all the more
Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library
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In these days of hope and despair, this sad occasion brings to mind the

till the last days of her life. I deem it an honour to extend, on behalf of the

for her human quali ties and the dignity wi th which she represented her country.

her country. Here in the United Nations she will be remembered with deep respect

She bore her illness with courage and fortitude, and she served her country

deeply felt because in their time they pursued their endeavours wi thin this

Organization, in which we continue to strive for understanding and tolerance.

the cause of the independence of Namibia. I have the honour to express on b~la1f

community. He will be particularly remembered for the important role he played in

justice and understanding won him honours and the respect of the international

years of devotion to international service and his espousal of the cause of peace,

meeting Mr. sean MacBride personally. It is, however, well known that his long

Many of us who are gathered here today may not have had the pr ivilege of

of the Asian Group our deep condolences to the Government and people of Ireland anc

deeply. She was in our midst as recently as during the forty-second session of thE

Group of Asian States, our profound condolences to the Government and people of

Nicaragua and to the members of the bereaved family on their sad loss.

brevity of our own lives; whatever our worldly pretensions may be, we share a

conuoon human destiny, for after all we 1 ive on the same planet, we belong to the

human race, and we are all morta1s.

With these words, and in all humility, we pay our tribute to Mr. Sean MacBride

and Amassador Nora Astorga Gadea. They have indeed fulfilled their dignity and

worth as individuals in this life, and we offer our prayers for them in the life

hereafter.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I now call on the

representative of the Soviet union, who will speak on behalf of the East European

countr ies.

Mr. BEIDNOOOV (Union of Soviet Soda list Republics) (interpreta tion from

Russian): I should like to pay a tr ibute to the memory of our good friend and

colleague the Permanent Representative of Nicaragua to the United Nations,

Ambassador Nora Astorga Gadea. The news of the untimely death of that talented

Nicaraguan diplomat, who was a prime example of noble service in the interest of

her country and of the United Nations, has left a deep pain in our hearts. We have

lost more than a distinguished representative of Nicaragua, who! know enjoyed well

merited respect among all of us~ we have also lost a revolutionary, a genuine

fighter, a remarkable person endowed with exceptional personal qualities.
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(Mr. Belonogov, USSR)

Nora Astorga Gadea's wide-ranging knowledge, particularly of the law,

1
knowledge that was recognized by the award of a doctorate, made it possible for her

to cope brilliantly with the responsible tasks she had to carry out in high

Government posts. At the Ministry of Justice, the Foreign Ministry - indeed,

everywhere - this energetic and ardent revolutionary was rotivated by a passionate

desire to prolOOte the progress and well-being of her people and by a boundless love

for her people which sustained her to the end of her regrettably short life.

One can only feel inspired by the dignity and bravery with which Nora Astorga,

who faced a severe illness all alone, continued to carry out her duties, giving her

strength to the cause of the Nicaraguan people and for a glorious and peaceful

future for that people, right up to her last day.

The last years of the life of Nora Astorga were closely related to the work of

the United Nations. I am sure that representatives present remember her not only

as a skilled leader of the Nicaraguan delegation at sessions of the General

Assembly, who proved to be a skilled orator and showed a mastery of political

dialogue, but also as an active participant in the numerous meetings of the

Non-Aligned Movement. One can say with every justification that here at the United

Nations her name is linked with the implementation of the noble principles of the

policy of the non-aligned coun tr ies.

While paying tribute to the great and energetic work done by Nora Astorga as a

diplomat, one cannot overlook the striking fact that at the same time she remained

a car ing mother, who gave her ch ildren in her free time the full warmth of her

heart.

On behalf of the Group of East European Countr ies, I request that the

Nicaraguan delegation Convey to the Government of Nicaragua and the family of

Nora Astorga our IOOst sincere deep condolences.

!
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(Mr. Belonogov, USSR)

On behalf of the Group of East European States, I also wish to express our

deep condolences to the delegation of Ireland on the death of the former United

Nations Commissioner for Namib ia, Sean MacBride, Honol ary President of the world

Federation of united Nations Associations and a distinguished Irish political and

public figure, diplomat and jurist. It was through his vigorous efforts in the

noble cause of a settlement to the Namibian question, as United Nations

Commissioner for Namibia, that it proved possible in 1976 to open in Lusaka the

United Nations Institute for Namibia and for the United Nations to take a number of

concrete steps to bring about a practical solution to that problem.

It is noteworthy that in whatever official post Sean MacBride occupied, at

home or abroad, his desire to uphold highly humanitarian principles in the practice

of diplomacy was always evident. Those pr inciples were primar ily those of peace,

justice and the friendship of peoples, his dedication to which were manifested in

his frequent participation in international forums of peace-loving forces and in

international movements and organizations struggling for peace and disarmament. It

is no accident that for those reasons he had the great honour of being awarded the

Nobe1 Peace Pr ize and the international Lenin Peace Prize for the strengthen ing of

peace allPng peoples. The glowing pages of Sean MacBride's biography show he was a

man who generously gave his own strength to serve the interests of his people and

to implement the noble purposes of the United Nations.

The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of Belize, who will speak on

behalf of the Group of Latin Amer ican and Car ibbean States.

Mr. TILLETT (Belize): It is appropriate that we pause for a few minutes

today to recognize the life and contribution of Mr. Sean MacBride. His career,

both in his native land of Ireland and in the international community, was

illustrious. Before coming to the United Nations he distinguished himself in
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service to his country. Among his many contributions to Ireland, he served as

Min ister for External Affa irs, In any nation that is one of the highest positions

in Government.

Ireland has lost a great son, and so has the international community.

Mr. MacBride was well known for presiding over the Commission on the Study of

Communications Problems and writing the book "Many Voices, One world" as a result.

He was also well known for winn ing the Nobel Peace Pr ize and the interna tional

Lenin Peace Prize and for his campa ign for Namibian independence,

On behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean Group, I offer to Mr. MacBride's

family and friends and to his Government and people our sincere condolences.

Mr. President, on behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean Group, I thank

you for including a tribute to Her Excellency Nora Astorga on this occasion.

After a long struggle against cancer, Nora Astorga died two weeks ago. She

bar e her illness well, with such strength and gr ace tha t ma ny who wor ked with her

did not even know she was ill.

We live in a time when mater ialism and greed character ize a large section of

humanity. Personal riches and self-aggrandizement have become the primary purpose

of liVing. In such a world, there is no room for a cause. Nora Astorga lived in

this time, but portrayed a new era. She did not have to become a revolutionary.

The oppression by the SOlOClza regime and the poverty of Nicaraguans had little

effect on her. Hers was a weal thy family, a family that was associa ted wi th, and

favoured by, the Somoza regime. As a result, she was able to study sociology at

the Catholic Un iversity in Washington DC, and to complete her law degree a t the

University of Managua. She could have joined the Sonoza regime and helped to

oppress her fellow Nicaraguans. But Nora Astorga chose differently; she chose to

join the Sandinista guerrilla lOClvement to free Nicaragua of the Somoza oppression.
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CMr. Tillett, Belize)

We here at the United Na tions knew Nora Astorga as Her Excellency the

Permanent Representative of Nicaragua to the United Nations~ kind, friendly,

beautiful, active, hardworking and a defender of Nicaragua and the principles of

the Non-AI igned Movemen t.

To her people and Government she was known as a heroine of the revolution, a

leader of guerrillas, chief special prosecutor of members of the Somoza regime's

National Guard, Deputy Foreign Minister, representative to Contadora, and the voice

of Nicaragua at the United Na tions and many other interna tional organizations and

conferences. U.5. News & World Report paid this tribute to her:

"Her life turned into a legend after she abandoned family and privilege to

become a jungle guerrilla leader, chief prosecutor of 6,000 'war criminals'

and, in 1986, Ambassador to the U. N."
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The New York Times recorded her defence against critics of the Sandinista

Government as follows:

"Revolutions are not exportable like Coca-Cola or paperbacks or something

like that. You don't produce it internally and send it away. Revolutions are

made in a oountry when the conditions in that particular country are for a

process of change."

Last Wednesday, in a solemn ceremony, the Latin American and Caribbean Group

paid tribute to Nora Astorga. Numerous AntJassadors took that opportunity to

express their sense of loss and their admiration of Nora, as well as condolences to

her family, people and Government. Among them was Ambassador Mbya-Pa1encia of

Mexico, who said: "Nora Astorga possessed the virtues of the new Latin American

woman".

In this decade, when developing nations are struggling against poverty,

rejecting inter ference in their internal affa irs and defending the ir independence

aga inst economic and military colonialism, those virtues of the new Latin American

woman will be needed not only in Latin America and the Caribbean, but in all

developing nations throughout the wor 1d.

During her life, Nora called us to peace, solidarity and commitment to a

cause. In her untimely death, she calls us to be prepared to meet our God.

On behalf of the Latin Amer ican and Car ibbean Group, I extend to her family

and friends, her people and her Government, our deepest condolences.

The PRESIDENT: I now call on the representative of New Zealand, who will

speak on behalf of the Group of Western European and Other Sta tes.

\
L
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Mr. McDOWELL (New Zealand); I speak on behalf of the Group of western

European and Other States in paying tribute to the memory of Mr. Sean MacBride and

Ms. Nora Astorga-Gadea. Both were known to us alL Both were revolutionaries in

their own very different ways.

Sean MacBride has been called a revolutionary humanist. If there was a thread

running through his remarkable career, it was a commitment to justice and equity

for his fellow human beings and a compass ion for the oppressed, not leas t in

southern Africa.

He was one of those all too rare people who believe passionately in the

importance of foster ing understanding between the unl ike and in bridging the gap

between ideologies, cultures and ethnic groups. As Foreign Minister of Ireland, as

co-founder of Amnesty International, as Secretary-General of the International

Commission of Jurists, as United Nations Commissioner for Namibia, and in a host of

other roles, Sean MacBride worked for the peaceful resolution of conflict and for

respect for human rights.

It has been said of sean MacBr ide that if he was occasionally a figure of

controversy then this may have been because "his thinking was too challenging, his

perspective too broad for conventional wisdom". It is not difficul t to imagine

that Sean MacBride himself might have found that an acceptable epi taph.

We extend to his family and to the Government and people of the brother

country of Ireland our condolences on the loss of a great son, but also our

gratitude for Sean MacBride's personal contribution to the cause of human

reconciliation and justice.
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(Mr. McDowe11 , New Zealand)

My delegation is suffering from a particular sense of loss at the untimely

behalf of my delega tion, it is a great honour for me to express to the people and

Mr. AL-SHAKAR (Bahrain) (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf of the

The PRFSIDENT: I now call on the representative of Bahrain who will

Nicaragua. Her quiet professionalism was immediately apparent. But it was as a

condolences to the Nicaraguan delegation, to the members of Nora Astorga's family

full flower of her profess ional sk ills. Nora had earned the admira tion of us all

warm and gracious colleague that she also made her mark here. We shall greatly

for the dedication, distinction and courage she brought to her demanding task here.

There is always a particular poignance in the cutting down of a person in the

Permanent Representative of Nicaragua to the united Nations.

revolutionary, widely travelled diplomat and Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of

She came to New York with an already illustrious background as lawyer,

death of our colleague and bench-mate in this Hall, Ambassador Nora Astorga-Gadea,

Government of Ireland, and to the family of the late Sean Mac Bride , the former

AW/gt

and to the Government and people of Nicaragua on this sad and premature loss.

Arab Group, over which my delegation has the honour to preside this month, and on

Uni ted Nations Commissioner for Namibia, our sincere and hear tfel t condolences on

this tragic loss.

With his death the United Nations has lost a prominent and active

international personality, after a life full of giving spent in the service of

peace, justice, freedom, respect for fundamental human rights and the non-use of

force in the settlement of international disputes; and with his death Ireland has

lost an illustrious son, a seasoned diplomat and a first-rate statesman.
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(Mr. Al-Shakar, Bahrain)

The international cOIlllllunity cannot but recall the great contributions he made

during his service as united Nations Commissioner for Namibia from 1973 to 1977,

and his prominent role in mobilizing concerted international efforts to achieve

full and complete Namibian independence. Mr. MacBride's contributions will remain

in our minds an example for us to follow, a source of inspiration to us all to do

more in the service of peace and justice, human rights and the peaceful settlement

of disputes, and to be tireless in our continued sincere efforts to achieve an

independent, free and united Namibia.

The Arab Group requests the friendly delegation of Ireland to convey our

sincere condolences to the bereaved family and to the people and Government of

I reland on th is gr ea t loss.

The Arab Group also shares in the sorrow that you, Hr. President, and the

Cha irmen of regional groups have expressed on the un timely dea th of our dear

departed colleague Ambassador Nora Astorga-Gadea, the Permanent Representative of

Nicaragua to the United Nations. She commanded our great admiration and full

respect. She was a beautiful and attractive young woman who possessed great

diplomatic skill. We have often heard her in this Hall, enthusiastically

defending, with devotion and sincerity, the interests of her country and the issues

of wor ld peace, justice and equal! ty.
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representative of Nicaragua and a good friend of the Arab Group.

Nora Astorga Gadea remained a brave fighter in both word and deed until the very

competent, talented and prominent representative of her country in the

Organization, but also as an illustrious and gifted human being whose unique human

qualities earned her the sympathy of all in the Organization. She will certainly

be missed by all her colleagues at the United Nations. We of the Arab Group

cherish her menory and take pride in our long friendship with her.

On behalf of the Arab Group and the delegation of Bahrain, I extend to the

fr iendly delegation of Nicaragua, to the Nicaraguan people and Government and to

Ambassador Astorga Gadea's bereaved family our sincere and heartfelt condolences on

her untimely death.

May her soul rest in peace. Unto God we all return.

The PRESIDENT: I now call on the representative of the united States,

the host country.

Mr. WALTERS (United States of America): We have recently lost two

distinguished former colleagues.

On behalf of the united States I wish to note with deep sorrow the death of

I
!

Mr. Sean MacBride. We pay a tribute to him as a world renowned crusader for human

rights and as a co-founder of Amnesty International. He was in the forefront of

the campaigning on behalf of political prisoners all around the world. As Foreign

Minister of Ireland he carried out his duties with dignity and imagination. His

lifelong advocacy of human rights earned him a Nobel Prize in 1974. As an

Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations and as United Nations

Commissioner for Namibia, Mr. MacBride exhibited the same selfless dedication that
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marked his endeavours on behalf of the Government of Ireland and interna tional

humanitarian organizations. I wish on behalf of my country to convey sincere

condolences to the family of this extraordinary man.

On behalf of the United states I also wish to express sorrow at the untimely

death of Ambassador Nora Astorga Gadea, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua to

the united Nations. Ambassador Astorga was a dedicated representative of her

country. She defended its interests and carried out her duties with dignity and

spirit. Her ability to represent her country effectively in spite of her illness

was a tr ibute to her character, grace and courage. She worked among us almost to

the end. I also wish to express sincere condolences to the children and family of

Ambassador Astorga and to the Government and delegation she served so ably with

such dedication, brilliance and courage.

Mr. McOONAGH (Ireland): On behalf of the Irish delegation, Sir, I wish

to express appreciation for your words of sympa thy and condolence on the passing of

Mr. Bean MacBr ide.

As Minister for External Affairs from 1948 to 1951, and in many other

capaci ties, Sean MacBride played a prominent part in the poli tical development of

his country. He lived through demanding and testing years which posed difficult

choices for so many of his generation. Although no stranger to controversy, he

showed courage in following the tradition of his great parents, Maud Gonne and

John MacBride. Across most of a century we can recall the verse of Yeats:

"McDonagh and MacBr ide
And Connolly and Pearse
Now and in time to come
Wherever green is worn
Are changed, changed utterly".

In international affairs Sean MacBride was perceptive in his awareness of the

position of newly independent countries, his efforts to bridge the gap between the

East and the west and his belief in the force of justice in international
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relations. He won regard as Chairman of Amnesty International, Secretary-General

of the International Commission of Jurists, and United Nations Commissioner for

Namibia. His contr ibutions earned him the Nobel Peace prize, the Lenin Peace Prize

and other major international awards. He will indeed be remembered not only

wherever green is worn but in every continent.

We are grateful to you, Mr. President, for your words and we appreciate the

tributes paid to the memory of Sean MacBride by speakers representing all parts of

the world at this meeting.

The Irish delegation would wish, too, to add their regrets to those expressed

here today in connection wi th the passing of our respected Nicaraguan colleague,

Nora Astorga Gadea. Her dedication and sincerity and the warmth of her personality

became very clear to us dur ing her rela tively short time among us. She will be

remembered not least for the courage and good cheer with which she faced the final

challenge. May she rest in peace.

Mr. SEVILLA BOZA (Nicaragua) (interpretation from Spanish): on behalf of

the people and Government of Nicaragua, and also on behalf of her family and her

colleagues in the Nicaraguan Mission to the United Nations, I should like to thank

you, Sir, the secretary-General and the representatives of the different regional

groups for the tributes paid in the General AsselTbly this IOOrn1ng to the melOOry of

our dear colleague and leader Arrt>assador Nora As torga Gadea. Her physical passing

is an irreparable loss to our country, but her example will always remain in the

minds and hearts of present and future generations in our beloved Nicaragua.

\
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consistency and an enornous love of her people, for which she wanted, above all

else, peace and economic and social progress.

Nora Astorga was and shall remain always a heroine of the homeland and the

revolution. Upon her death, the Government of Nicaragua granted her that honour in

tr ibute to her wor k and her example.

In the diplomatic sphere her efforts were always aimed at preserving unity and

chieving lasting peace in our long-suffering Central American region. The highest

tribute we can pay to her meroory is to continue to fight for that peace which she

so dearly wanted for our peoples.

Nora had an infinite capacity to love, not only her Nicaraguan brothers and

sisters, but everyone: Last December we saw this at the Christmas dinnel' at her

home.

We wish once again to convey our deep thanks to all for this tribute to the

memory of Ambassador Nora Astorga. Nora, our dear colleague and leader at

Nicaragua's seat in the General Assembly: You will always be with us.

We should like in conclusion to extend our solidarity and condolences to the

friendly delegation of Ireland in connection with the passing of M£. Sean

MacBride. As previous speakers have already said, he was one of the finest sons of

that fraternal country.

AGENDA ITEM 121 (continued)

O>.JU,,,r. OF ASSESSMF.WTS FOR THE APPORTIOltotENT OF THE EXPENSES OF THE UNITED NATIONS
(A/42/925)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): Before tur ning to the item

our agenda for th is morn ing, I should 1 ike, in keeping wi th the es tabl ished
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practice, to invite the attention of the General Assembly to document A/42/925,

which conta ins a letter addressed to me by the Secretary-General, in which he

informs the General Assembly that 13 Member States are in arrears in the payment of

their financial contributions to the United Nations within the terms of Article 19

of the Charter.

I should like to remind delegations that, under Article 19 of the Char ter,

"A Member of the united Nations which is in arrears in the payment of its

financial contributions to the Organization shall have no vote in the General

Assembly if the amount of its arrears equals or exceeds the amount of the

contributions due from it for the preceding two full years."

May I take it that the General Assembly duly takes note of that information?

It was so decided.

AGENDA ITEM 136 (continued)

REPORT OF THE ea.tMITTEE ON RELATIONS WITH THE HOST CDUNTRY: REPORTS OF THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/42/915 and Add.l)

'.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): In connection with this

item, the General Assembly has before it two reports of the Secretary-General,

issued in documents A/42/915 and A/42/915/Add.1.

As members are aware, on 18 February 1988 I received a letter (A/42/9l9) from

the Permanent Representative of Bahrain who, in his capacity as Chairman of the

Group of Arab States, transmitted to me on behalf of the Arab States a request to

resume the forty-second session of the General Assembly in order to consider

further agenda item 136. On 22 February 1988 I received a letter (A/42/921) from

the Permanent Representative of Zimbabwe who, in his capacity as Chairman of the

Co-ordinating Bureau of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, transmitted to me on

behalf of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countr ies a request along the same lines as

the request of the Arab States. I have also received two letters of support for

this request, one from the Permanent Representative of Kuwait, on behalf of the

\
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members of the Organization of the Islamic Conference in New York (A/42/922), and

one from the Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of

the Palestinian People, on behalf of the members of that Committee (A/42/924).

Following consultations with the Chairmen of the regional groups and taking

into account the concurrence of the overwhelming majority of mentlers, I decided to

resume today the forty-second session of the General Assembly.

I should like to recall that on the recommendation of the Sixth Committee the

General Assembly adopted resolution 42/210 B, and by paragraph 4 of that resolution

decided "to keep this matter under active review".

In the light of the consultations held before this resumption, it is my

understanding that the Assembly wishes to proceed with the consideration of this

item in plenary meeting_ If I hear no objection, the Assembly will proceed

accordingly.

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian) ~ I call first on the

Secretary-General.

The SECRETARY-GENERAL~ In two reports that I have made to the General

Assembly on the matter before it, dated 10 and 25 February 1988 respectively, I

have provided a factual and full acCount of the efforts I have undertaken as the

chief custodian of the United Nations Headquarters Agreement to ensure that the

present arrangements in New York for the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO),

which was granted Permanent Observer status by the General Assembly in 1974, are

ma in ta ined_
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I have taken from the very beginning, and it is endor sed in resolution 42/210 B.

uni ted Sta tes in order to carry out the ir offic ial functions. This is the position

and the united States is, as a consequence of the Head;{uarters Agreement, under an

I believe that the reports I have issued are self-explanatory. I should like,

taken in my contacts and communications with the host country.

however, to take this occasioo to state once again the position of substance I have

necessary to reconvene the General Assembly for this purpose.

thus far fa iled to bring about a solution to the problem and that it has proved

United States. It is a matter of considerable regret to me that these efforts have

in such efforts since well before the adoption of General Assembly resolution

42/210 B on 17 December last. Our efforts were redoubled following the adoption of

obligation to permit duly accredited PLO personnel to enter and remain in the

It is my hope that even now it will prove possible for the host country to

reconcile its domestic legislation with its international obligations in such a

Nations by virtue of General Assembly resolution 3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974

manner as to ensure full respect for the spirit and the letter of the Headqu~rters

Agreement.

However, should the host country consider that it must give effect to the

legislation, then I trust that it will recognize the existence of a dispute between

the United States and the United Nations and agree to the utilization of the

dispute settlement procedure provided for in section 21 of the Headquarters

Agreement, so that the dispute can be definitively settled in a reasoned and lawful

manner.

... \
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Let me say in closing that the question the General Assembly is taking up

today has immediate and profound importance for the United Nations as a par ty,

together with the united States of America, to the Headquarters Agreement, which

governs the functioning of the Organization in the United States. The integrity

and viability of the Headquarters Agreement, I should recall, has until now

withstood the test of more than 40 years of practice.

That being said, I should like to urge that attention remain focused on the

particular issue which has led to the reconvening of this session of the General

Assent>ly. That issue relates to the substantive and procedural OO1i9a tions of the

host country under the Headquarters Agreement. It is my hope that the debate in

this Assembly will be conducted having regard to this specific issue and with the

measured deliberation that the SUbject-matter warrants.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): Before calling on the next

speaker, I should like to propose that the list of speakers in the debate be closed

today at 5 p.m. If I hear no objection, it will be so decided.

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I therefore request

representatives wishing to participate in the debate to inscribe their names as

soon as possible.

I now call on the representative of Bahrain in his capacity as Chairman of the

Group of Arab States.

Mr. AL-SHAKAR (Bahrain) (interpretation from Arabic): At the request of

the Group of Arab Sta tes, over which my delega Hon has the honour to preside for

th is IOOnth, I should like at the outset to express our sincere thanks and deep

appreciation to you, Mr. president, for your inunediate response to treat this vital

question of utmost importance to us~ your personal presence here has added special

importance to the conven ing of the Gener al Assembly. The Group of AI ab sta tes owes
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you a debt of gratitude and appreciation for the efforts you made, the

inconvenience incurred in your having to travel and the time you spent in order to

conduct immediate negotiations and consultations to reconvene this session. It is

a pleasure to see you once again presiding, at the beginning of 1988, over the work

of the General Assembly at its resumed forty-second session after your huge success

during last year's proceedings. During your presidency you have given proof of

your able and wise leadership in guiding the work of the General Assembly. We are

confident that, thanks to your wealth of knowledge, expertise and proverbial

diplomatic skills, you will guide the work of our resumed session successfully.

On behalf of the Group of Arab States I should like to express to the

Secretary-General, Mr. Javi er Perez de Cuellar, our sincere apprecia tion for his

valuable and full report. We would like sincerely to thank him, as well as

Mr. Carl-August Fleischhauer, Under-Secretary-General of the Office of Legal

Affairs and the Legal Counsel of the United Nations, for their efforts aimed at a

satisfactory resolution of this question according to the provisions of the

Headquarters Agreement.

Ou t of concern for the need to ma inta in the integr i ty and independence of the

Organization and because of our fear of any direct or indirect interference by any

branch of the Government or authorities of the host country, the members of the

Group of Arab States submitted a request that the forty-second session of the

General Assembly be reconvened in order to resume consideration of agenda item 136,

enti tIed "Report of the Commi ttee on Relations wi th the Host Country". The Islamic

Group and the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the

Palestinian People, as well as regional groups, have supported our request; the

non-aligned countries have submitted a similar request to the General Assembly.

This attests to the utmost importance given by the international community to this

_ L
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question, which represents a standing dispute between the Uni ted Na tions and the

country in which the Headquarters of this Organization is located.

On 10 January 1946 the General Assembly opened its first session in London and

adopted numerous important resolutions, allPng which was resolution 22 A and B (I)

of 13 February 1946. That resolution concerns the privileges and immunities of the

united Nations, as well as the negotiations conducted with the United States

authorities on the establishment of a permanent Headquarters for the United Nations.
in that country. At its second session the General Assembly adopted resolution

169 (Il) of 31 December 1947 on the "Agreement between the United Nations and the

united States of America regarding the Headquarters of the United Nations", signed

on 26 June 1947.
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The purpose of that Agreement was to organize relations between the

international Organization and the host country, including the details of the

functioning of the organization in the host country. But, equally, it is a beacon

that shows the way to deal with many possible disputes and differences between the

United Nations and the Permanent and Observer Missions accredited to the

Organization over the past 40 years.

Because of that Agreement, or through the Committee on Relations with the Host

Country, the United Nations and the Permanent and Observer Missions accredited to

the united Nations have been able to conclude conventions in accordance with its

letter and spirit. Those conventions have made it possible for the Organization

and the representa Uves of the Permanent and Observer Member states accredi ted to

the Organization to overcome, in co-ordination with authorities of the united

States of America, many difficulties faced by those representatives.

Headquarters agreements are not innovations in international relations.

Indeed, they are much IOOre conunon than international treaties so far as the

establishment of the headquarters of an international organ ization in a certa in

country is ooncerned. The purpose of headquarters agreements concluded between

host countries and international organizations, including the Head:juarters

Agreement concluded between the united Nations and the United States, is to define

the legal status of the international organization in the territory of the host

coun try.

The Headquarters Agreement concluded between the United Nations and the host

coun try - the Uni ted Sta tes of Amer ica - was dra fted in order to organ ize the

relations between, on the one hand, United Nations and the Member States,

non-Member States, bodies, authorities and organizations invited by the united

Nations to Pc3rticiPc3te in its work and, on the other hand, host country. Thus, it
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is a crucial agreement, of utmost importance for the independence and integrity of

the united Nations.

The legal status of the united Nations in the territory of any country in

which it has a headquarters, in accordance with an agreement, precludes any

unilateral action by the host country, such as enacting legislation or using

excuses to put pressure on the Organization or its MeJlber states or observer States

because of controver sia1 political questions, bilateral or otherwise, between the

host country and the countries and organizations represented in the united

Nations. :If anything like that were to be allowed, it would act to the detriment

of and be at the expense of good relations within the framework of agreements

between the host country and the United Nations. It is inadmissible for the

legislative, judicial or executive authorities of the host country to adopt any

measures infr inging in any degree or to any extent that host country's obligations

under the Headquarters Agreement.

We must repeat that the legal capacity of the United Nations has been

recognized de facto. The united Nations acquired that capacity under Articles of

the Charter and var ious agreements concluded with several states and other

organizations. Article 104 of the Charter stipUlates that

"The Organization shall enjoy in the territory of each of its Members

such legal capacity as may be necessary for the exercise of its functions and

the fulfilment of its purposes".

Paragraph 1 of Article 105 of the Charter confirms that

"The Organization shall enjoy in the territory of each of its Members

such privileges and inununities as are necessary for the fulfilment of its

pur [Xlses".
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"Representatives of the Members of the United Nations and officials of

the Organization shall similarly enjoy such privileges and immunities as are

necessary for the independent exercise of their functions in connection with

the Organization".

And paragraph 3 of Article 105 reads:

"The General Assembly may make recommendations with a view to determining

the deta ils of the application of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article or may

propose conventions to the Members of the United Nations for this purpose".

The International Court of Justice stressed that the United Nations has that

legal capacity. It did so in its well-known advisory opinion of 11 April 1949

concerning reparation for injuries suffered by officials of the United Nations

during the exercise of their functions. The Court issued that opinion upon the

request of the General Assellb1y following the assassination in 1948 of

Count Fo1ke Bernadotte, the United Nations Mediator in Palestine, at the hands of a

zionist gang. That advisory opinion recognized that the united Nations has legal

capacity vis-a-vis Member States and non-Member States, and that that capacity is

not contingent on recognition by Member States and non-Member States of that

capacity. In another part of the advisory opinion, the Court affirmed that, under

the rules of international law, the Organization must be deemed to have powers

which, though not expressly provided in the Charter, are essential to the

performance of its duties.

There is no doubt but that the States Members of the Organization play an

important part that cannot be disregarded. It was those sta tes that founded the

United Nations. They participate in the formulation of its collective will. They

bear the responsibility of ensuring a climate propitious to the effective

_1
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functioning of the Organization. Hence, it is inadmissible for the host country -

regardless of the degree of the support, including financial support, it provides

to the Organization - to exercise pressure on the Organiz8 tion and on other parties

accredited to it to induce them to deviate from the framework of the collective

will.
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It is unacceptable for the host country to impose any legislation or law

contravening the goals and purposes of the United Nations. The host country has no

right to close the permanent mission of a Merrber state, of a non-rnenber State

having observer status or of a national liberation IlOvement accredi ted to the

united Nations, invoking the requirements of its own national security,

particularly since many States Members, non-members of the United Nations and

organizations are not represented in the host country, the united States of

Amer ica, but are represented at United Nations Headquarter s.

According to the Headquarters Agreement, therefore, the law recently enacted

does not give the host country the right to close any observer or permanent mission

or to prevent it from exercising its representative role in the united Nations,

including its establishing a permanent headquarters in the host country. The

Agreement makes it incunt>ent upon the host country to facilitate the entry into and

residence in the united Sta tes of those authorized to participa te in meetings of

bodies of the Organization, to facilitate their departure from the country, and to

refrain from erecting obstacles that affect the independence of the United Nations

or the representatives of states and organizations and hamper the smc:x>th and easy

exercise of their functions.

It is unacceptable for the relationship between the Organization and the

States or bodies accredited to it to be dependent upon the whims and caprices of

the host country. Here, it is of the utmost important to reaffirm the independence

of the United Nations and its integrity and to oppose by all means the host

country's attempt to use to its own ends the Charter, the Headquarters Agreement

and other international conventions and instruments - in particular the Vienna

Convention on the Law of Treaties of 1969 and the 1975 Vienna Convention concerning

the representation of States in relations with international organizations. It is
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inadmissible under any circumstances to allow the host country unilaterally to

change the legal status of the international Organization. If that should happen,

the very nature of the Organization would be made subject to the legislation of the

host country and would be continuously at the mercy of political changes and

currents in the host country and that country's pUblic opinion. Certainly the

united Nations cannot be subjected to such pressures and cannot, as an independent

Organization, accept or bear such pressures and influen?es, which would undermine

its performance and activities and the purposes and pr inciples of the Charter.

Therefore, in the present instance, we believe that the Uni ted Na tions must

protest and have recourse to the International Court of Justice because of the

pressure and unilateral actions of the host country, which would weaken or disrupt

the United Nations ability independently and neutrally to exercise its functions,

to carry out its a ctivi ties and to fulfil its goa Is and purposes in accordance wi th

the Headquarters Agreement.

Agreements and treaties are concluded wi th the consent of the par ties to

them. It is therefore important to note that the host country entered into an

agreement to respect its obligations under the articles of the Headquarters

Agreement. That applies to all its various authorities - executive, legislative

and judicial. The host country must fully and strictly respect the spirit and

letter of the Agreement and avoid taking any measures that would disrupt or

undermine its legal obligations under the Headquarters Agreement.

The current dispute between the united Na tions and the host country must

therefore be viewed within the framework of General Assembly resolution 42/210 B.

Section 27 of the Headquarters Agreement states~
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"This agreement shall be construed in the light of its primary purpose to

RM/ll

It will be useful to state here some agreed principles of international law.

the United Nations are not subject to the national legislation of the host country

The Headquarters Agreement provides that missions and officials accredited to

the host country that now confronts us - that would undermine the functioning of

responsibilities and purposes, the united Nations should enjoy the privileges and

the United Nations and its independence and integrity as an international

immunities that guarantee its independence and the smooth exercise of its

international functions. This can be achieved primarily by non-application of

national legislation enacted by any Member State - in particular the legislation of

respons ibili ties and fulfil its purposes."

and that it is responsible for the convening of meetings and the establishment of

aliens, freedom of movement and the right to residency in its national territory,

Organization and damage the rule of equality that must prevail in relations between

with regard to m:::metary, customs and other regulations concerning the entry of

headquarters for those miss ions, whether they are permanent or observer missions.

The 1969 Vienna Convention reaffirmed this in its articles 26, 27 and 46.

First, pacta sunt servanda, that is, agreements must be observed. The contractual

nature and character of the Headquarters Agreement must be respected. Secondly, no

party to a treaty shall invoke its own national laws as an excuse to fail to

implement it. Thus, the United Nations and the United States of America, the host

country, as parties to the Headquarters Agreement, must fulfil their obligations

under that Agreement in good fai th. Thus the host country cannot sh irk the
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obligations enshrined in the Agreement in the event that those obligations run

counter to current or earlier legislation. Thirdly, one of the accepted principles

of international law and the law of treaties is the fulfilment of obligations

deriving from respect for international conventions. No host country may commit

itself to a national law that would alter those obligations.
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Therefore, an international convention is above national law. International

treaties and conventions and international law are sovereign and have primacy over

national law. That is internationally accepted.

It should be recalled that when the General Assembly examined the matter last

December in a search for a solution or to take preventive action - at a time when

the legislative branch of the united States Government was pursuing legislation

that would prohibit the PLO's having an Observer Miss ion here at Headquarters, thus

impeding its carrying out of its official tasks as an invitee of the United

Nations, including participation in sessions of the General Assembly and the work

of the United Na tions on the question of Palestine and the situation in the Middle

East - it was said that we were putting the cart before the horse. The General

Assembly was requested to take no action; it was asked to be pa tient and wait

instead of rushing to adopt a resolution, because the legislation had not yet

become effective. But today it is almost certain that it will be enforced by

21 March this year, unless the United Nations faces up to it. In addition to being

interference in the affa ir s of the United Nations, the legislation infr inges upon

the independence and freedom of the uni ted NB tions.

The Arab Group looks forward to the Member States' fulfilling their

responsibilities in reaffirming the need for the host country, the United states,

fully to respect the Headquarter s Agreement, to meet its international obligations

under the Agreement and to take all the necessary steps to prevent the enactment of

any law that would a ffect the sta tus of the PLO's Observer Mission to the United

Nations in New York, because that Mission is covered by the Headquarters Agreement,

which provides for the enjoyment by the PLO of freedom, privileges and immunities

as a representative organization to the united Nations.
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Last December the Arab Group expressed the hope that the Government of the

host country, the United States, would reconsider its legislation, so that it would

be in conformity with the position of the majority of Member States and the

international community, reflected in General Assembly resolution 42/210 B, adopted

by a majority of 145, with only one vote against, that of Israel. The Arab Group

has no desire to enter into a discussion and analysis of the American position in

all its deta ils, as put forward by the secretary-General in his report, but we

wonder about the credibility of the host country in fulfilling its responsibilities

and obligations under the Headquarters Agreement. Indeed, it is no exaggeration to

say that we very much question the host country's credibility.

It is true that the Uni ted States, the host country, has not yet rejected

international arbitration on the closing of the PLO Observer Mission to the United

Nations. I repeat that that Mission is covered by the Headquarters Agreement. The

United States has not yet decided to close the Mission, according to American law.

But the facts lead us to question the American Administration's sincerity and

firmness in making serious efforts to find a satisfactory and acceptable solution

under the Headquarters Agreement.

We would have hoped that resolution 42/210 B would be a stimulus and incentive

to the executive branch of the Government of the host country to make efforts to

nullify the legislation adopted by the United States Congress and signed by the

President. We would have hoped that in these circumstances the host country would

refer the dispute to arbitration, in accordance with section 21 of the Headquarters

Agreement.
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It is true that the United states Administration has responded positively to

the Secretary-GeneralIs efforts to resolve the question satisfactorily, but it did

not give the matter the necessary priority and the urgency it deserves after the

signing of the law on 22 December 1987, and it was not sincere in us ing the. 90-day

grace period before the law's enactment to rectify the situation.

The Arab Group knows very well that the death sentence handed down on the PLO

Observer Mission in the host country is part of a feverish Zionist campaign aga inst

the Palestinian people and its sole, legitimate representative. The campaign,

which started wi th the proh ibi tion of any contact between representa tives of the

PLO and officials of the united States, is aimed at discredi ting the just right of

the Palestinian people to resist the Zionist settler colonialism and the foreign

occupation of its land and the exercise of its right to self-determination, a

legitimate right of all peoples, enshrined in the united Nations Charter and

numerous United Nations resolutions.

It is very surprising and strange that the law was passed by the host country,

which has often upheld the right to freedom and self-determination of colonial

peoples SUffering under the yoke of foreign occupation. At the same time, it

denies the Palestinian people its right to continue the struggle for its freedom

and the exercise of its right to self-determination, under the leadership of its

sole, legitimate representative, the PLO, doing so by making the bogus accusation

that the PLO encourages terrorism. It has not given the accused, the PLO, the

right to defend its cause and to defend itself against that charge.

The law aims at thwarting the successes of the Palestinian people in its just

struggle to regain its legitimate rights, repeatedly recognized by the General

Assembly.

,
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By resolution 3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974 and other resolutions, the

General Assembly has invited the representative of the PLO to participate in all

the efforts, deliberations and conferences convened under United Nations auspices

on the question of Palestine and the situation in the Middle East, on an equal

footing wi th other concerned parties, in order to achieve a comprehens ive, lastin9

and just peace in the Middle East.
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The ongoing popular uprising in occupied Palestinian territories is a strong

response in defence of the PLO; it is rallying firm support for the PLO as the

sole, legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. In speaking on behalf

of the Arab Group, I cannot but hail and bless this massive popUlar uprising, this

epic struggle which is now in its third month, fueled by children throwing stones

and by an unlimited number of mart~rs who sacrifice themselves for the soil of

occupied Palestine. This immortal epic of resistance against an army of occupation

is the creation of a helpless people armed only with its will and its resolve to

resist the bloody hand of the occupier in order to achieve its legitimate rights to

freedom, independence and self-determination and the establishment of its own

independent State.

The events now taking place in the Palestinian territories reflect a

legitimate struggle; they are in response to the American law aimed at discrediting

the legi timate struggle waged by the Palestinian people, under the leader ship of

its sole and legitimate representative, the PLO.

Many representatives have raised doubts on the probability of success in

resolving the dispute amicably, haVing discovered the real reason behind the

enactment of that law. We have been told in the corridors of the United Nations

that the weak response of the United States Administration to that law is due to

the requirements of the presidential campa ign, to the frenzied race between the

candidates. Thus, we the Member States in this Organization are asked to subject

ourselves to the influences of the host country and to accept that the resolutions

and independence of the United Nations be subordinated to political currents and

tendencies in the host country.
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The Secretary-General's reports in documents A/42/915 and A/42/915/Add.l have

been drafted wi th meticulous care. They are not confined merely to a fa ithful and

realistic analysis of the various aspects of the dispute and its origins; they also

provide the optimal methods to arrive at a satisfactory, acceptable solution in

keeping with section 21 of the Headquarters Agreement and in conformity with

international practices and instruments agreed by all. The points made in the

Secretary-General's reports and its contents are crystal clear because th~y are

based on legal foundations enshrined in the Headquarters Agreement concluded

between the United States of America, the host country, and the United Nations more

than 40 years ago.

The fact is that a dispute has arisen and that the host country must do a

great deal to fulfil its obligations and resolve it. This will be achieved only if

the United States of America abrogates the law and adopts a logical policy in

conformity with its international obligations under the Headquarters Agreement.

The reports' contents indicate to us that there is an urgent need to find an

acceptable solution, all the more so since the date of enforcement of that law

draws near. The Arab Group has no doubt that the General Assembly will resolve

this important question in an objective and unbiased manner in keeping wi th the

provisions of the Headquarters Agreement. The Arab Group believes that the ideal

way to solve this dispute is through the mechanism proposed by the

Secretary-Gener.al in paragraph 9 of his report (A/42/9l5), namely, for both parties

to accept arbi tra tion provided for in section 21 of the Headquarters Agreement.

Out of its sincere desire to settle the dispute amicably and to avoid any

confrontation between the United Nations and the host country, the Arab Group feels

that the General Assembly would be wise, at its resumed session, to adopt a

resolution call ing upon the host country to accept settlement of the dispute
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as provided for in section 21 of the Headquarters Agreement and requesting the

Secretary-General to continue his valuable efforts, take the necessary measures to

initiate settlement of the dispute in accordance with section 21 of the

Headquarters Agreement and submit a report to the General Assembly on developments

at the earliest date possible before enactment of the law.

On that basis, we call upon the Government of the united States of America,

the host country, to heed ~e international will and accept the resolution of that

dispute, according to its obligations, by nominating an arbitrator on its behalf as

soon as possible following upon the constructive step of the Secretary-General of

the United Nations in appointing an arbitrator on behalf of the United Nations.

Failure by the host country to accept that amicable settlement would be an act

towards undermining, frustrating and aborting the Headquarters Agreement.

The Arab Group believes that, in order to maintain the independence and the

integrity of the United Nations, it is important to have reCOurSe to the

International Court of Justice and seek to obtain a legal opinion defining the

character and nature of the current dispute in order to settle it according to the

provisions of the Headquarters Agreement and international norms. We must seek an

advisory opinion from the International Court of Justice as far as the

applicability of the Headquarters Agreement in this dispute, in particular as far

as the arbitration process is concerned, and about the measures necessary to

maintain the status quo while awaiting a final judgement from the Court, in the

hope that those measures would expedite a satisfactory settlement of the dispute.

We hope that the host country will express its readiness to accept an advisory

opinion of the International Court of Justice on this question and on the dispute,

which has now reached a critical stage. The Arab Group looks forward to the

General Assembly's shouldering its responsibilities and taking a common and unified

stand, in the same way as it did when adopting resolution 42/210 B.

.....

I
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Thus the General Assembly might wish to adopt the reasonable solution for the

dispute proposed by the Secretary-General, which would be ideal. Let us follow the

path he has defined. will the host country agree to do so?

The Arab countries will spare no effort to work jointly with all the other

MellDer States of the Organization to follow that path and arrive at an acceptable

solution to this important and vital question.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): In accordance with General

Assembly resolution 3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974, I now call on the Observer for

the Palestine Liberation Organization.

Mr. TERZI (Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO»): At the outset, Sir,

permit me to thank you for having convened this resumed session of the General

Assembly to address developments affecting relations of the United Nations with the

host country, the United states of America.

I wish to extend our thanks and great appreciation to the Secretary-General

for his efforts as demonstrated in his reports in documents A/42!915, dated

10 February 1988 and A/42/915/Add.l of 27 February 1988. Both repor ts revea 1 the

perseverance of the Secretary-General, as true custodian, and his determination to

preserve the Head:Juarters Agreement and to seek assurances that the Organization

will be free and independent to carry out its smooth functioning, free from

domination by the host country. His keen interest and concern that the provisions

of the Headquarters Agreement be respected and adhered to is very clear.

The General Assembly is meeting not in a vacuum or in isolation from the

events and visitations inflicted upon the Palestinian people inside occupied

Palestinian territory and even here. The Assembly is meeting at a time when

Israel, the occupying Power, has been condemned for its brutal practices against

our people but still persists in its policy of breaking bones, causing pregnant
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Palestinian women to abort involuntarily through beatings and/or the inhaling of

gas, and the shooting, killing and injuring of hundreds of unarmed Palestinian

civilians. The repress ive fascist IOOthods of the Israeli armed forces and the

colonial settlers are brought to us by the hour through the televis ion screen,

radio announcements and the printed media. The aim is the realization of Israelis

wish to "transfer- the Palestinians from their homes into the wilderness, into the

desert. The term "transfer" is a misnomer applied here to mean the elimination of

the Palestinian people. The Security Council has addressed the grave situation,

but no concrete action was taken in response to the recommendations made by the

Secretary-General in pursuance of Security Council resolution 605 (1987).

The negative vote of the united States, a permanent member of the Council,

proved to be the obstacle, and our peoples I request for protection aga inst the

brutal repressive measures of the occupying Power, Israel, was turned down despite

the alrost unanimous support of the international community. The Government of the

United States thought it was not timely. A few more hundred innocent and unarmed

Palestinian civilians could be sacrificed while the United states is engaged in

attempting to enforce its Pax Americana-Pax Israeli on the area. Our heroic

people, in their upr ising, led the way and signalled a clear-cut rejection of the

plan, which attempts to replace self-determination by self-administration - a plan

to ensure the near-perpetuation of Israeli occupation of our homeland. What our

people rejected was a plan also aimed at fragmenting the Palestinian people into

two categories: those on Palestinian soil under occupa tion, and those denied entry

into their homeland, namely those in dispersion.

Let me make it clear here that the Palestine Liberation Organization has

repeatedly expressed its willingness to meet with the representatives of the
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Government of the United states in any Arab or foreign capital, including

Washington, D. C., to address the issue of a comprehensive and just peace that will

guarantee the attainment and exercise of our national rights of freedom and

independence based on the pr inciples of the Charter and all the relevant

resolu tions of the Uni ted Na tions and under the auspices of the Uni ted Na tions .

The Palestine Liber ation Organization has reiterated that any Palestinian

delegation will be comprised of both Palestinians from the occupied Palestinian

territory and Palestinians from the "Dispersion". We are simply one people, with

one destiny, one aim, one leadership and one will.

The Assembly has oonvened at a time when the Secretary of State,

Mr. George Shul tz, has read out a statement in Jerusalem 'lex tending a hand to the

Palestinians". The media reported that Mr. Shultz said, "1 had hoped to hear

firsthand from leading Palestinians about your aspirations and your point of

view." Mr. Shultz is on a mission pontificating. But Mr. Shultz could not recall

that on 27 January 1988, exactly one month earlier, he did receive an appeal - hand

delivered to him - asking for his personal active involvement, and that of the

United States Government, in the peace process. I shall quote from that appeal.

It says;

"Our people are in urgent need of immedia te international protection from

the brutality of Israel's military authorities which have been unleashed

against our unarmed civilian population to kill, maim and terrorize our women

and children. To this end, we hope the international community will

immediately authorize the provision of an international force to intervene in

the occupied territories, to whose trusteeship our population can be delivered

as a first step towards the convening of an International Peace Conference.
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Th is conference is to be held under the a uspices of the uni ted Ha tions and

will be attended by all ooncerned parties to the conflict, including,

foremost, the palestinian natiat through its legitimate representative, the

PLO. •
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"During the past few weeks the occupied territories have witnessed a

popular uprising against Israel's occupation and its oppressive measures.

This uprising has so far resulted in the martyrdom of tens of our people, the

wounding of hundreds more and the impr isonment of thousands of unarmed

civilians.

"This uprising has come to affirm further our people's unbreakable

commitment to its national aspirations. These aspirations include our

people's firm national rights to self-determination and to the establishment

of an independent State on our national soil, under the leadership of the

Palestine Liberation Organization as our sole, legitimate representative. The

uprising also comes as further proof of our indefatigable spirit and our

rejection of the sense of despair which has begun to creep into the minds of

some who cIa im that the uprising is the result of despa ir lt
•

That appeal was signed by Palestinian nationalist institutions and personalities

from the West Bank and Gaza.

Certainly, the appeal was ignored, and the efforts to impose the Pax

Americana-Pax Israeliana on our people continue.

But the Assembly has reconvened with a specific purpose, namely to consider

action by the United States, the host country, targeting as its first victim the

Permanent Observer Mission of the Palestine Liberation Organization to the United

Nations in New York. Members will recall that on 17 December 1987, by its

resolution 42/210 B, adopted alnost unanirrously, the General Assembly reiterated

that the Permanent Observer Mission of the Palestine Liberation Organization to the

United Nations in New York was covered by the provisions of the Headquarters
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Agreement and should be enabled to establish and maintain premises and adequate

functional facilities, and that the personnel of the Mission should be enabled to

enter and rema in in the Uni ted Sta tes to carry out the ir official functions.

In adopting that resolution the General Assembly was guided by the purposes

and principles of the Charter of the united Nations and the relevant provisions of

the Charter. In particular, the General Assembly was guided by the miscellaneous

provisions of Chapter XVI. Thus, with the adoption of resolution 42/210 B, and in

conformity with the provisions of the Headquarters Agreement of 26 June 1947, the

host country - the United States - is under obligation to abide by its treaty

obligations under the Agreement. In our opinion, the question is one of compliance

with the provisions of the Agreement and international law, and not a question of a

domestic law, namely Title X of the Foreign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal

Years 198B and 1989.

In his report, the Secretary-General tells the Assembly that he had informed

the host country - the other party to the Agreement - that

"it had to be concluded that a dispute existed betwen the United Nations and

the United States concern lng the interpreta tion and applica tion of the

Headquarters Agreement". (A/42/9lS, para. 5)

We are cognizant of the fact that the united states has neither denied nor

confirmed the existence of a dispute. But we are informed by the Secretary-General

that

"the United States was not in a position and not willing to enter formally

into the dispute settlement procedure under section 21 of the Headquarters

Agreement [and that] the United States was still evaluating the situation and

had not yet concluded that a dispute existed •.. at the present time 11.
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The informa tion provided by the secretary-General indica ted that the United States

was postponing or delaying admission both of the existence of a dispute and of the

need to invoke operation of the provisions of section 21 of the Agreement, their

reason being that the legislation in question had not yet been implemented.

The secretary-General further informs the Assembly that

"The Executive Branch was still examining the possibility of interpreting the

law in conformity with the United States obligations under the Headquaters

Agreement regarding the PLO Observer Mission, as reflected in the arrangements

currently made for that Mission, or alternatively of providing assurances that

would set aside the n inety-day per iod for the coming in to force of t~e

legislation". (para. 6)

Permit me to state here that we fully concur with the position of the United

Nations, that the question was one of compliance with international law. The

Headquarters Agreement is a binding international instrument, and the United States

is under an obligation to abide by it. The legislation which has been enacted

viola tes th a t ob liga tion •

Let us recall that on 30 March 1950 the International Court of Justice stated

that

"whether there exists an international dispute is a matter for objective

determination. The mere denial of the existence of a dispute does not prove

its non-existence."

Moreover, the Court held that

"Either party is obligated, at the request of the other party, to co-operate

in constituting the Commission, in particular by approving its

representative. Otherwise the method of settlement by Commissions provided

for in the Treaties would completely fail in its purpose."
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In the case under review - namely the posi tion of the Government of the uni ted

States vis-a-vis the applicability of the Headquarters Agreement - the decision of

the Court explicitly places the United States under obliga tion to put into

oper ation the dispu te settl ement procedur e, in conformi ty with section 21 of the

Agreement, and to constitute the tr ibunal of arbi tra tion. It is na tural that this

should become the case as the United States Government has not shown any

incl ina tion to resolve the problem in an amicable way.

The late Professor James Gar ner wrote in 1935 that "A trea ty is to be

interpreted in the light of the general purpose it is intended to serve". The

central purpose or objective of the Headquarters Agreement is clearly to ensure the

independence of the Uni ted Nations, as a public body representing the world

community, from domination by the host country, subject only to the legitimate

security interests of the host country, while providing an appropriate Headquarters

area. It is in the context of that objective that section 21 must be interpreted.

Let me digress for a moment to address this legislation: the Act. His

Excellency the President of the United States said the following on

22 December 1987, when he signed the Act:

"Certain issues raised by its provisions, however, require comment.

Section 1003 of the Act pr oh ibi ts the establishment anywhere wi thin the

jurisdiction of the United States of an office 'to further the interests' of

the Palestine Liberation Organization. The effect of this provision is to

prohibit diplomatic contact with the PLO. I am signing this Act only because

I have no intention of establishing diplomatic relations with the PLO, as a

consequence of which no actual constitutional conflict is created by this

provis ion. "

J
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On 23 December 1987, a spokesman for the Secretary of State of the United

States stated that the provisions of the .Act concerning the Palestine Liberation

Organization Observer Mission may infringe on the president's constitutional

authority and, if implemented,

IIwould be contr ary to our international lega 1 obligations under the United

Na tions Headquarters Agreement 11.
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implemented". (A/42/915, para. 6)

dispute settlement procedure under section 21 of the Head:yuarters

Agreement ••• because the legislation in question [the Act] had not yet been

Regrettably, on 27 January 1988 the Legal Counsel of the United Nations was

international relations on the part of the host country.

"the United States was not in a position and not willing to enter ••• into the

concern and these efforts. This same interpretation would have also exempted the

the General Assembly and the secretary-General and the parties concerned - namely,

HCMever , this simpl istic and honest-to-God interpreta tion would have spared

consequently has no effect whatsoever on the Headquarters Agreement.

Palestine Liberation Organization to the Uni ted Na tions in New Yor k and

A bona fide interpretation of the Act in conformity with the interpretation

and intention of the President of the united states will of necessity lead us to

believe that the Act is not applicable to the Permanent Observer Mission of the

of the Act. This same interpretation would have also asserted good faith in

Headquarters Agreement and the parties covered by the Agreement from applicabili ty

This position by the host country revealed the total disregard for the

interpretation and intention of the President of the United States as expressed on

22 December 1987, and it also revealed some not-so-honest intentions of the

Administration. So the question now is more than just one of compliance with

in ternational law; it is one of the absence of good fa i th as well.

Let us diverge once aga in.

When we read through the so-called Grassley Amendment, which became Amendment

No. 940, which is numbered 1003 under the Act - and here I shall refrain from
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recalling the legislative history and how the amendment was passed in the Senate

wi~out going through due process and against the opposition of specifically the

~hairman of the Foreign Relations Cormnittee, Mr. Pell, who expressed his will that

the congressional Record show on that voice vote "that I voted in the negative".

Mr. Pell has also declared in the Senate, "I think the PLO office in New York had

the right to be there because of a treaty we have with the united Nations". I

should think that Mr. Pell, when speaking about the right of the PLO to have an

office in New York, knew exactly what he was talking about.

Moreover, the draft or bill was, to our knowledge, never considered in the

~ouse. Aga in this is a matter of domestic concern, but we thought it might be of

lelp to know the facts concerning the Grassley Amendment that eventually was signed

into law.

A campa ign of slander was being launched aga inst the Palestine Liberation

)rganization to eliminate its presence in the ranks of representatives of the

lnternational coIlUnunity, thus facilitating the way for a settlement at the pr ice of

the rights of the Palestinian people, the principal party to the conflict, as the

3eneral Assembly declared in its resolution 3210 (XXIX).

It is a fact that some members of the Uni ted States Government are determined

~o maintain and escalate this campaign of slander based on falsehoods.

On the other hand, it is to be admitted that other menbers of the United

:tates Government were and are rore responsible. The Congressional Record of the

:enate includes a letter from the secretary of State addressed to an honourable

:enator and dated 29 January 1987 in which he says,

"The PLO Observer Mission in New York was established as a consequence of

General Assembly resolution 3237 (XXIX) of November 22, 1974, which invited

the PLO to participa te as an observer in the sessions and work of the General

Assembly. The PLO Observer Mission represents the PLO in the United Nations.
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The United Nations could moreover refer the issue to the world Court, where we

under Sections 11-13 of the United Nations Headquarters Agreement. We could

and could legitimately be viewed as inconsistent with our responsibilities

expect strong cridcism in the uni ted Na tions, including from our friends.

"The proposed legislation would also effectively require closure of the

policy of the united States to restrict the travel of ment>ers of the PLO

On 5 November 1987 the Department of Sta te addressed a memorandum to the

meaning of the Headquarters Agreement. While we therefore are under an

PLO representative directly implicated in terror ist acts. It is moreover the

solely in their capacity as I invi tees I of the United Nations within the

united States to carry out their official functions at United Nations

obligation to permit PLO Observer Mission personnel to enter and remain in the

practice regarding observer missions by nations hosting united Nations bodies

clear that PLO Observer Mission personnel are present in the United States

Headquarters, we retain the right to deny entry to, or expel, any individual

Representatives. It reads in part as follows:

JVM/l6

honourable Chairman of the Commi ttee on Foreign Affa ir s in the House of

would probably lose and the PLO would reap a propaganda ga in.

"The United States considered the fulfilment of its obligations under the

Headquarters Agreement important to its relationship to the United Nations and

its Member States. We believe it would be unwise to violate those obligations

even with respect to organizations such as the PLO ••• ".
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Thus it is clear that the host country was very ItUch aware of the legislation

and its consequences. The General Assembly, on 17 December 1987, reiterated that

the Headquarters Agreement covers the Permanent Observer Mission of the Palestine

Liberation Organization to the United Nations in New York and upheld the arrangement

"to establish and maintain premises and adequate functional facilities, and

that the personnel of the Mission should be enabled to enter and remain in the

United States to carry out their official functions". (General Asseroly

resolution 42/210 B)

Thus we see that the host country does admit that a dispute exists, even in

its own recorded analysis of the situation. The secretary-General, with his

prudence and his concern for the STlOoth functioning of the United Nations in New

York, sought from the host country an admission that a dispute exists arising from

the applicability of the Apt as against the applicability of the Headquarters

Agreement. Such an admission was not forthcoming. This failure led to the

invoking of the dispute settlement procedure under section 21 of the Agreement.

Again the United States, the other party to the Agreement, failed to respond.
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In conclusion, the Assembly will also have to consider the fate of the

the light of an advisory opinion from the International Court of Justice on the eve

in the event the threat of violation of the Agreement persists, and, as we hope, in

General Assembly should be prepared to resume once again to consider the situation

procedure in conformity with section 21 of the Agreement. In our opinion, the

SecretarY-General, obligating the host country to put into operation the remedial

called upon now to take preventive steps and, in our opinion, to refer the matter

to the International Court of Justice in any form it deems fit, with a view to

Should it be decided that the Agreement should be preserved, the status of and

In the event that the host country, the united States, maintains its position

The General Assembly is now faced with a major issue. When one of the two

BCI' /pt

current arrangements for the Permanent Observer Mission of the Palestine Liberation

seeking endorsement of the posi tion of the General Assembly and tha t of the

specifically as stated in the remedial section, section 21 - the status of the

Agreement and the consequences resulting from the fa.i1ure of the host country to

of waiting until after "the implementation of the .Act", the General Assembly is

parties to the Headquarters A9reement fails to honour its obligations - and

abide by it. will the United Nations Headquarters in New York be in a position to

continue operating in the absence of a respected and adhered-to Heacquarters

Agreement?
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Mr. ABULHASAN (Kuwait) (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf of the

members of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, over which Kuwait has the

honour of presiding, I extend our deep thanks to you, Mr. President, and to all

those who supported the resumption of this session of the General Assembly to

consider the decision of the united States of America to close the Permanent

Observer Mission of the Palestine Liberation Organization (pro) to the United

Nations. In all objectivity and impartiality, that decision must be regarded as a

serious precedent in the annals of international agreements, because, for the first

time, we are witnessing a threat to the Agreement concluded by the United Nations

lI'i th the host coun try, the Uni ted Sta tes of AIDer ica.

I extend thanks also to the Secretary-General for his report in document

A/42/915 of 10 February 1988, and the subsequent report in document A/42/91S/Add.l

of 25 February 1988, in which he has truthfUlly and candidly stated the magnitude

of the problem and informed us of the parties to it and the developments tha t have

taken place in connection with it, and has outlined the only possible method of

solving the problem. *

I hasten to say that I agree with the Secretary-General that the problem now

before us - for the consideration of which we have called upon t~e General Assembly

to resume this session - is a problem between the united Nations and the United

Sta tes of America as the host country. Hence, it is a problem that concerns every

Member, every observer, and every invitee to the United Nations. The seriousness

of the problem is obvious from that fact.

* Mr. Legwaila (Botswana), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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the rights of the international Organization and in derocmstrating the illegality of

To give credit where credit is due, it mus t be sa id tha t our task in defending

the decis ion to close the office of the PLO has not been difficult, thanks to the

Uni ted Nations in 1947 - known as the Headquar ters Agreement. That Agreement

violation of the international agreement concluded by the Uni ted states wi th the

consequences of the implementa tion of the United Sta tes decis ion to close down the

the established concept in international relations that international agreements

international agreements.

take precedence over all national legislation of States parties to such

the United Nations, in all its forms and manifestations. The real victim, also, i

that it has a political dimension in addition to its legal dimension. Hence, ~e

The question before us today takes on even greater magnitude when we recogniz,

binding legal undertaking, but also a violation of the inalienable political right!

affirms that the international Organization alone has the right to define those who

The PLO, which occupies a legitimate position in the united Nations, is of

course the direct victim. But the real victim is the principle of membership of

of an entire people: the Palestinian people.

BCT/pt

explicit and clear nature of the provisions of the Headquarters Agreement. Above

all, our task has been made easier by the acknowledgement of that fact by the State

Department of the United States itself and its public opposition to the procedure

in question in the letter from the Acting Permanent Representative of the united

States of 5 January 1988, in which he indicated that the implementation of the

provisions regarding the Observer Mission of the PLO in the legislation signed by
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the President of the united States on 22 December 1987 would be contrary to the

international obligations of the United States under the Headquarters Agreement.

Indeed, the position of the mass media of the united States in general - which are

not known for their sympathy with Arab causes - has been a position of opposition

to, and in some cases highly critical of, this illegal action that is contrary to

the IIOst elementary principles of the United states Constitution itself, in which

the host country takes pride as a bastion and citadel of fundamental freedoms,

foremost of which are freedom of expression and freedom of opinion. Those are

purposes pursued specifically by the PLO Mission in New York and its Information

Office in Washington - and the latter was the fir st victim of the decision by the l

legislative branch of the United States Government.

~
i'!
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If we concede, for the sake of argument, that the united states Congress

today, after all these years, has the right to reinterpret the provisions of the

Headquarters Agreement, we nevertheless believe that the united states

Administration, which is entrusted with the implementation of legislation and whicl

knows and states publicly, as I have just mentioned, that the recent Act is in

violation of the Headquarters Agreement, must then resort to the arbitral procedurE

set forth in the Agreement or to the International Court of Justice. The United

Sta tes accepted that procedure when it framed, approved and adopted the

Headquarters Agreement, which sets forth the methods for settling any dispute

concerning the interpretation or application of the agreement that cannot be

settled by negotiation or otherwise.

World public opinion is amazed, and advocates of human rights and champions

of democratic principles await to see how one of the foremost IOOdels of freedom and

democracy - the united States of America - will act vis-a-vis a legitimate Mission

whose only guilt is to explain the cause of an entire nation whose homeland has

been usurped, a nation that enjoys the complete suppor t and sympa thy of the entire

world, with the exception of the united states and Israel.

The United States authorities admit that no violation of law and no illegal

practices have been proved against the Office of the Palestine Liberation

Organization (PLO) or any of its staff. The situation we are facing today is a

totally new episode in a long series of dichotomous posi tions the United States has

adopted with regard to the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. In this

connection I cannot resist citing the analogy drawn by a writer in The New york

~ between the position of one of the better-known United states Senators

opposed to the clos ing down of the Rhodes ian Informa tion Office in 1977 and his
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position in support of shutting the Palestinian Office under the same circumstances

10 years later. Needless to say, the result of the analogy requires no comment.

The Secretary-General, whose noble position in favour of a just cause we once

again applaud, has stated that the action of the United States Congress is a clear

and flagrant violation of the Head:;luarters Agreement. The Legal Counsel has found

the legislation to be in violation of sections 11, 12 and 13 of the Agreement.

section 11 provides that the United states shall not impose any impediments to

transit to or from the headquarters district of persons invited to the Headquarters

district by the United Nations. Section 13 states that the privileges referred to

in section 11 apply, regardless of the nature of relations between the United

States and such persons or Governments. Last Decem~er the General Assembly

reiterated this in resolution 42/210 B and noted the Secretary-General's statement

that members of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PID) Observer Mission are

invitees to the united Nations and covered by secticms 11, 12 and 13 of the

Headquarters Agreement. They must be enabled to establish and maintain premises

and adequate functional facilities and the personnel of the Mission should be

enabled to enter and remain in the United States to carry out their official

functions.

As for the political dimensions of the question for which we resumed this

session of the General Assembly, they make it one of the most important of our

time. We all know the origins of this question and the facts surrounding it, just

as we are all alClrmed by its tragedies and paradoxes. The organ iza tion targe ted by

the closing of the offices of its Mission speaks for the Palestinian people and for

their legitimate aspirations, and it is supported by the overwhelming majority of

the international community, as has been often proved. However, in our age's

greatest paradox, th'at organization and its valiant people have been branded with
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terrorism, while the Zionist entity and its Fascist forces are favoured and given

prefer entia 1 trea tment. Recently we have witnessed the campa ign waged by those

forces and the brutal terrorism against the population of the occupied

territories. Every member of the international community knows that, no matter how

brutal, oppression cannot force the people of Palestine to submit to occupation

because that is aga inst the nature of things in a wor Id longing for freedom and

decolon iza tion. The uprising of the Palestinian people in the west Bank and Gaza

and the other Palestin ian terror i ties occupied since 1948 is a revolution of a land

in the strict sense of the word "revolution" and in the original sense of the word

"land". It' is the h is tor ic culmination of the revolutionary phase of the struggle

of that small and steadfast people. Tbday, we see the revolutionary law

cr)'sta llized by human exper lence enter ing the phase of action and implementation,

as the revolutionary action by the vanguard organization, launched by the PLO in

the recent past, has now been embraced by the ordinary citizen to release the genie

of the masses from the bottle of occupation.

As western journalists and observers have noted, the Palestinians, from seven

years of age to 70, armed with nothing but stones, have been resisting their

Zionist executioners, the murderers of women and children, beating against the

gates of history, Those are the events that accompany the present move to close

the offices of the oppressed Palestinian people; hence the international

community's wholehearted support for resuming the session of the General Assembly.

On behalf of the Islamic countries, Kuwait feels that at this session the General

Assembly should seek an advisory opinion from the International court of Justice on

whether the artibral procedure set forth in section 21 of the Headquarters

Agreement between the United States of America and the united Nations is a binding

means for solving any dispute over the interpretation of the Agreement. Through
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that advisory opinion the world's loftiest legal body would legitimize and

formalize the unanimous international position, which rejects the United States

decision to shut the PLO Mission to the united Nations.

In view of what I have said, we are confident of the General Assembly's

support for this legitimate request, just as we are confident that the Assembly

will vote in favour of it when it is placed before us.

The meeting rose at I p.m.
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