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International legislation to prevent the abandonment of families 

Peru: draft resolution 

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, 

Development and Peace, 

A 

Recognizing that freedom to move easily from one country to another in steady 

migration flows brings about considerable changes in the organization of soci ety and , 

consequently , in the family, 
Noting that, in many cases, such migration leads to the abandonment of 

families and directly affects women by forcing them to assume the responsibility 

of supporting their households , 
Aware of the serious problems caused by such migration, which leads to the 

abandonment of minor children, who are left defenceless; 
Bearing in mind that the majority of women do not have the necessary financial 

resources to appeal to foreign courts in order to claim their rights, 
Decides that the delegati ons to the 1980 World Conference of the United Nations 

Decade f'or Women should make every possible effort to ensure that the States they 

represent car.elude bilateral and multilateral agreements to harmonize their national 

laws relating to the abandonment of families and the penalties therefor and that, 

in addition to the payment of alimony under civil law, the penalties Mhich this 

offence warrants shall automatically apply to those who cowmit it. 
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