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The meeting was called to order at 10.30 a.m.
AGENDA ITEMS 49 to 65, 68 and 142, and 67 and 69 {(continued)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY ITEMS
Mr. WAQANISAU (Fiji): This being the first statement ‘of my -
delegation toc this Committee at this session, please allow me to congratulate

you, Sir, on your unanimous election to the chairmanship of this.very. .
L N

important Committee. We are confidence that, with your experience and
diplomatic skills, this Committee is set to achieve a lot during the coming
months. Our congratulations alsc go to the other members of your Bureau, and
you can be assured of my delegation's cooperation at all times.

It is heartening to see that in the aftermath of the disappearance of
bipolarity and the cold war, the international community continues to search
for a more peaceful world, thus bringing to the fore the whcle question of
international peace and security. The lead that has been taken'by powerful
nations in this regard is most appreciated by small and developing nations
like my own. ‘

Small countries like Fiji may appear to be not fully participating in the
disarmament process. That does not mean that we are not interested - far from
it. It is due to many limitations, for example finance. We in the Pacific
have been continuously vocal on matters to do with disarmament, particularly
in the area of nuclear testing, because we have been directly affected by it
for many decades. But, with present developments, we.feel we are again
beginning to breathe the new air of survival and perhaps of longer living, and
we urge all nations big and small, rich and poor, powerful and weak, to
maintain the present progress, as this is the very prerequisite for the
maintenance of international peace and security, and should therefore be

pursued by all with vigour and determination.
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(Mc. Waganisau. Fiji)

My delegation welcomes with relief the agreement between the Presidents
of the United States and the Russian Federation to drastically reduce their
nuclear arsenals, in particular the agreement of the Jume Summit this year to
make further cuts between now and the year 2003. It is our silent hope that
greater cuts can be implemented further down the road and that all other
nuclear countries will also follow those two leaders.

Fiji, as part of the Greater Pacific, also welcomes the moratoriums on
nuclear testing put in place by France, Russia and the United States of
America. After being affected by nuclear testing for decades, our hope now is
for an indefinite continuation of these moratoriums. To that end, we fully
agree with Australia and New Zealand that a treaty te codify a total ban on
all tests for all times and in 8ll environments is what we South Pacific
countries look forward to.

The South Pacific is also not free from the effects of chemical weapons.
The Destruction System in the Johnston Atoll is just one example of what we
have in our midst. Fiji, howaver, wishes to congratulate members of the
Conference on Disarmament on the successful conclusion of the long-running
negotiations on a chemical weapons Convention. The completion of those
difficult negctiations bears testimony to what can be achieved by
international determination to cooperate for the benefit of mutual security.

In banning the production, stockpiling, transfer and use of chemical
veapons under any circumstances, the Convention stands to make a substantial
contribution to international peace and security. In this regard we would
urge all nations directly involved in the Conference on Disarmament to
demonstrate their commitment to a chemical-weapons-free world by supporting

the resolutions and the work of its Preparatory Committee.
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(Mr. Waganisaun, Fiji)

The world needs sericusly to reconsider its attitudes and policies for a
nuclear-weapons-free world. My delegation believes restrictions imposed on
other countries by nuclear elites in the hope that that will solve the
problems of nuclear proliferation will certainly not solve thz problem of
proliferation. What we need is a non-discriminatory solution, and we
therefore call for only one -~ and that is the elimination of all weapons of
mass destruction and thereby the threats emanating from them. My delegation
applauds the lead that has now been taken by the nuclear Powers of the world
in this regard. We believe that as long as a discriminatory solutioa is in
place there can be no end to proliferatiom.

My delegation appreciates the various regional developmerts that have
taken or are taking place with regard to nuclear non-proliferation: the
Treaty for the prohibition of nuclear weapons in Latin America - the
Tlatelolco Treaty by Chile, Brazil and Argentina; the establishing of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in Africa; the Treaty of Rarotonga by the South
Pacific countries; the denuclearization of the Korean peninsula by the north
and the south; the commitments by varicus newly-independent States of the-
former Soviet Union to join the Non-Proliferation Treaty as non-nuclear-weapon
States; the Middle East peace talks; and many more. We urge all other
nuclear-weapon countries sympathetically to listen to the concerned voices of
the rest of the internaticnal community. At the same time we also urge all
non-nuclear States to resist all forms of nuclear proliferation,

While we appreciate the various developments with regard to nuclear- and
chemical-weapons reduction and destruction, and alsc the move to rid the world

of nuclear proliferation, we must not forget the numerous conflicts and armed
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(Mr. Waganisau. PisE)
struggles throughout the world today. Many prolonged armed struggles haVe‘
increased poverty in those_count:ies~and;made starvation more-iampant,lana in
the end, again, the interanational community is expected tefp:§yid§ the..
necessary relief. Somalia is a ciassicwnase in‘point,q,

We all know that the existing armed struggles in the wo;ld,aie made¢i‘n
possible by the readily and easily available and free flowvofAcqnventiohalrir_
arms between organizations and/eor States. In,praetjcally all,cases;,the,ﬂ;f
countries concerned are infested with arms - those that have entered: legally
and those that have not. .We urge all suppliers-anﬂ_recigignts\oiﬂgrms to
ensure that arms transfers are legitimately and responsibly carnigd_nut}‘each""
State should develop tranmsparent and effective systems to cqntfclvthqgsupply
and demand in arms. | o

My delegation welcomes the move to establishna_Unigéd-Nation$<§egiSt§f of .
Convaenticnal Arms and aiso the concern of the,develpped‘wo:ld;in,ensurigg thé V
control of international arms.ttansfers. ,W@Aalgokwelcome;theginitiatiyg1§§at
has now been taker by the five major arms-exporting gqung;ies,xqqd,weihoge,

that their efforts will lead to the;establishment‘of»an‘eﬁfective,ragimg@,;
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The Pacific has chemical weapons stockpiles. The Pacific is suffering
from the effects of atomic radiation; the agreement by a major nation to pay
compensation for the effects of radiation testifies to this. The Pacific has
experienced numerous nuclear tests in the past, and my region has been most
vocal on the issue in recent decades. Members may wonder why. It is because
we live in the Pacific, and the livelihood of our island States depends to a
great extent on ocean resources. Pollution of the air and sea and the
destruction of ocean resources is systematically destroying our livelihood.

We. are aware that our region is slowly becoming the focus of world
attention after the disintegration of communism in Europe.  Out conceén will
‘therefore become even greater if the nuclear-weapon race continues. But we
are most optimistic that, in view of curreat developments and the lead that
the nuclear Powers have taken with regard to a nucdlear-test ban, nuclear
non-proliferation and chemical-weapon treaties, our means of’livelihood will
not be contaminated further, but will now be spared.

Mr. DIMITROV (Bulgaria): -I wish to speak today on agenda item 63,
which concerns the strengthening of international security. However, before
turning to that subject I must mention the important event that we all took
part in yesterday - observance of Disarmament Week. The Committee was
impressed by the report, "New dimensions of arms regulation and disarmameut in
the post-cold-war era" (A/C.1/47/7), introduced yesterday by the
Secretary-General, Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali. |

The delegation of Bulgaria welcomes the submission of this important
document as a timely initiative that is expected tc give further impetus to
the efforts to adapt the activities of the United Natioms to the new
challenges of our time. My delegation will study the report thoroughly and

return with more considered and detailed views om it.,
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(Mr. Dimitrov, Bulgaria)

At this stage, however, I can state definitely'thatFWe}shats"thaAview‘4
expressed in the report of the Secretary-~Cenmeral that disarmameat is central
to international security needs. It is one . of the basié-pillatsfof:the«glabal -
efforts to maintain peace and security. we-fuliy‘agree:with the |
Secretary-General that the three conce~ts be put forwardv-xintegtation; 
globalization and revitalization - cén be the’foundation—stdhes>of’an enhanced
international effort in this field.

We expect that the rich conceptual basiy p;ovided‘by this report, which

could well be entitled "Arms-control agenda for peace”, will be followed by

action both by Govermments and the Secretariat to stabilize the institutions - - -

supporting disarmament-related activities, as seen in;the*ﬁew'perspéctiva:ja

Coming back te my subject for today. I wish to recall“thé&'thelrecéntj,f
profound changes in the world have presented the internaticual community with
a unique opportunity to establiish a'new‘worldiordef*bésedfan global security
and cooperation between States. The United Nations;»as a‘univerSal<mechanISm‘
for harmonizing the interests and activities of Member ‘States, is entitled to
play a key roie in the establishment of this new order.

The Secretary-General's report “An’Agenda for Peace" is aivalﬁéb1§7ff*;
contribution to the work of the Organization and~provide3'an'imporﬁantﬁi”‘
conceptual basis for a compréhensive?stratng'td'ﬁafeguardvand.stféngghen’a.q
peace a;d security. My country welcomes the ideas that the~secrétafy6Genefal
puts forward with regard to preventive diplomacy, peacemakiag and R
peace-building. We are ready to cooperate with all other countries in efforts -
to strengthen the capacity of the United NaEiOnsfto-build,'pfomote and . -
maintain international peace and security. - The potential of the Charter in

this respect should be fully utilized.
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Bulgaria supports the idea of establishing new links between the United
Nations and regional .organizations for the purpose of dealing with issues of
crisis management and post-conflict peace-building. with a view to exnhancing.
the effectiveness of the work of the United Natioms.-

The new European and world security architecture isicharacterized by .
institutionalized procedures and standards of collective peace, the .
containment of political crises and the settlement of conflicts. - We aim at
combining regional and global efforts in this field.

" AS 5 democratic country that has rejected a totalitarianicommuiist'*v~
regime..Bulgaria will participate actively ia the building of the'new Eur6pean
and world order. In the light of our efforts to contribute to regional and.
global ‘security, we are gratified that Bulgaria has been described by many as
"an island of peaceful transitién;and-stabilityﬂfin»the subregion. - -

One of the most evident features of the process of democratization in
‘Bulgaria is my Government's foreign policy in respect of the Balkans. At this
point in history, political developments in the Balkans comstitute one of the
essential elements of European security. - The Govermment of my country -
acknowledges its responsibility by giviag its Balkansrpolicy%Europeah-shape
through application of the principles and mechanisms of the European process.
iy the specific conditions created by the. new realities in the south-easteran
‘part:.0f -Europe.: .

Bulgaria's*foreign;policy in the gubregion is in line with Buropean
standards. - Bulgaria strongly opposes historical revanchism’and rejects
confrontation and b1ocfstructures,f‘We aimrtogcreafevpppprtunitieS'fpr the
promotion of mutually beneficial relations with;all»bur"neighbours; The :
instruﬁents’for achieving these goals are dialogue and understanding, which:

means resolving existing and future problems by political meams. It is our -
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firm intention to strengthen ths guarantees of Bulgaria’a nationaI»Seeuiity by i

promot;ng good-ne;ghbounly relatxons w;*h.all other Balkan States»' In pursuzt;
of th;s,cbqgctive my,cqnntryhhas s;gged Treat;esvof f:;en§sh;g¢gcggpg;§t§gn'-
and good-neighbourly relations with'Greece,-Turkey'énd‘Rbﬁahiael,Similar”*&'

treaties. w;th Albania, 81oven;a and Craat;a are ;n the course of pxeparatxon,.

Ia the milxtaty sphere, the pational securaty of my country has aﬂ 1rect_

Bastd
connection with the development of relat:ons;that Qrov;de forAg;gater,opgmpeqsi‘
and predictability. Ve are str;v;ng to. dzspose, once and for all, of the f,i7'f

;egacy of the caldnwar gra, a legacy thaz has fcr lang been a source qﬁ 'l”i“

lenstability and a- threat -to. thegpeoples uf,the Balkan subreg;on. o o

" We believe that in add;t:on to polxtxcal treatzes, whica const:tute a ;f’
lagal basis for developing relaticns with. our nexghhou:s.iaﬁﬂimeasures takgﬁ"
in the military field, greater ecomomic support feor thafcauﬁtties‘in the7L "T’
subregxon would definitely have a stabalzz;ng effect. ‘We are seékiﬁé-ﬁo -
develop new forms of economic cooperation. - Together with the other Blagk:Sea
countries, we have taken certain stépsfinvthasnd;rectlen,‘thusgenyane;ng;the;H
rols of economic factors in the~se€t1ement'of—politico»strategic3mattérs. e

. Bulgaria has launched the idea of establlshzng a. forum: of south-ea tern  >

European. States, ‘after the cr;sas_zn‘thewfnrme;AYugoslav;a~has been settled.v

This forum would adopt a charter whereby the countnies”in»themsubrégioniwduidf‘,‘

jointly state that they had no terrator;al claams or- ambztacns whatsoever. ‘We.”

believe that such highly respected orgauzzatxons as thp United Natzons, the B
Conference on Schtityvand Cooperaticn'in Europe, -the Council,pf‘Eurcpe;v;he
Western European Union and the North Atlantic Cooperation Council would make

an important contribution to more effective work byvfhé;forum;r'
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This initiacive has come to be known as a "Balkan Helsinki". In our
view; itkprovides a realistic opportunity for a new beginning in the
development of relations free of the prejudice of the past and, above all,
free of territorial claims. This initiative, with its positive potential for,
and concern about, a peaceful and secure future for the Balkans, has excited
widespread interest.

Implementation of the principles of the Helsinki Final Act to meet the
specific military, political, social and environmental realit.es in the
Balkans, which is the core of ﬁhe idea of a "Balkan Helsinki“’fbrum,‘coaid'be

complemented by a programme for the economic recoevery of the countries in the

area, a programme similar to the well-known Marshall Plan.
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Our attitude to the crisis in !ugoslavza aad to hhe former !ugoglav
republics which have declared their sovereignty is an essential element.of my »
country's policy on the Balkans. Since th?:Ve?¥;P9§§“P?§Q§°§,tﬁgi?235;§$E5°“”
policy has been aimed at prevenging.its spread,anq;cdntripueiag to tﬁe effotts
of ;he international‘comhunitg to findAa political so}ugiou. |

As early as 15 January of this‘gear, Bulgariaarequnizee‘a;l;four
Repuhlics‘ef the former Yugoslavia, waiey hadndee}eree‘tgegr ;ﬁereaQence.}and
the existingwborders. In this way we:agknowledged.theix,:ﬁgﬁt;:ek_; L
self-determination and the inviolability of their h°‘§?‘$r;§°“1??iﬁgl§ﬁ.?§g
_same . time that we had no territorial claims~§hatsoever. ItbiS’of vitai |
_ importance for securxty 1n.tn1s subreg:on of Europe ehat the ongo;ng eonfl;et
be localized and its spread h;ndered. My‘delegatxon_helxeves that in the
present circumstances further advancement of the proeess of-reeognitien of the
four sgates will_have a stabilizing effect_in;;heraalkaas; o

It is .in the interest of all the States ecnee:ned that an early
. sectlemeat of the crisis 1n the former lugoslavxa be achzeved.,‘My QQge:gpent
has suppo:ted,every eﬁfe:;’maﬁe-by the international enmmunity-to finé';?_
solution to this tragic drama. _ With a V1ew to conta:nxng the cenflzct.
vcreat;ng an atmosphere of confxdence and nrevent:ng poss;ble S
mxsundetstandings, Bulgar;a has, repeatedly stated its: readxness to accept ahe o
:deployment of m:ssxens of forelgn observers along xts western borderc, Such
observers from the Eurepean Commanlty already work 1n my countxy. Some help
kenforce Securxty Councal resolutxons 1mpos:ng sanct:ons on Serb;a and .
Montenegro. Others are there at our 1nv1tat10n for n-s1te 1nspectzons to.

_confzrm the absence of m;l;tary preparatzons for any 1nvolvment 1n the

conflict in the ne;ghhour1ng}te::;tery._
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(Mr. Dimitrov, Bulgaria)

The Bulgarian Government has undertaken the necessary measures and is
strictly complying with the relevant Security Council resolutions,
notwithstanding their adverse impact on our economny.

In considering the conflict in former Yugoslavia, my Government is guided
by the idea of developing and strengtheaing its good-neighbourly relations
with all Balkan States. This long-term policy determines my country's firm
position not to participate with armed forces and armaments in any '
peace-keeping operations on ﬁhe territory of former Yugoslavia. We call upon
all other Balkan States to use the same approach.

My Government will continue to cooperate fully with the international
community in implementing the decisions of the Security Council and the London
Conference.

As a counktry which is no longer affiliated with any military bloc,
Bulgaria is at present seeking to establish new stable foundations for its
national security. We see the necessary guarantees for our Security in full
membership in the existing European security structures. My Government is
well aware of the fact that this process wi.ll take some time.

Bulgaria relies on clos? political and security cooperation within the
framework of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE),the
'European Economic Community (EEC), the Council of Europe, the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO), the Western European Union and the North Atlantic
Cocperation Council. My Government's activity within the Eramework of the
CSCE is an integral part of the efforts to guarantee its national security.
Bulgaria also takes an active part in the mechanisms of the North Atlantic
Cooperation Council, which is helping the newly-emerged Eastern democracies to

become closely associated with the Western world.
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We have we}comed the Rome declaretion of NATO, ﬁhich complements the
transatlantic-bonds betweei democracieé in‘North America andiEuroPe by
prov1dxng en "eastern dxmens;on“‘u a partnersh;p of a new gual:ty w:th the new

democracies of central and eastern Europe. The estahlxshment of a mechan;sm

vyt

of periodlc comsultations at the levels of Foreign Ministers or Ambassadors of
the new European democrac;es with the North Atlantrc Cooperatxon Counczl -
provxdes for conszderat;on of necurity issues concern;ng the eastern part of
the contznent. We see in th:s process an opportunxty to brzﬁge d:fferences in .
secur;ty percept;ons and to be careful not to raise art;fxczal harr:ers w;thxn
the new partnersh:p. | | o

Alongs;de m;l;tary and pol;t;cal dxmen51ons of secur;ty, non»mllztary 
factors will gaxn 1ncreasxng 1mportance in the process of peace-keep;ng.,

We view the economic, political, environmental. culturel ard other |
non-m;l;tary forms of cooperatxon among the countrxes of Europe and North
Amerlca as a catalyst for the gradual establ;shment of a Euro-Atlant;c‘
security. ;area based on the principles of a market econony, pol;t;cal
pluralism, un:versally acknowledged democratlc values, and respect for tﬁe
rights and freedome of all people., Bulgarza s secur‘ty-related xnterests,
together thh the ptofound democratzc changes in my country, determxne 1ts:
place wzth;n th;s erea.‘ Meanwh;le, a Euro-Atlant1c securlty area w111 be ant
integral part of the nee world order where the Unxted Nat;ons will contlnue.to"
play a key role in preserv;ng, promotxng and ma;ntaxnlng 1nternat10na1 peaﬂe h

and secur;ty.
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' Mr. KHAMSY (Lao People's Democratic Republxc) (1nterpretatxon from
French); Mr. Chairman, 1t is a pleasure for me, on behalf of my delegat:on,
to congratulate you on your vnanimous elect;on to the cha;rmansh;p of the
First Committee. My warnm: congratulatrons go also to the other officers oF the
Committee. | ' |

81nce the end of the Second World War, the quest;on of dxsarmament has
been a source of constant concern to the 1nternat1ona1 commun;ty, especlallf
during the per;od of ;deologxcal antagonzsm wh;ch dxv;ded the world into two
rival blocs - a perzod characterized by an unbr;dled arms race in the most H
sophzstxcated weapons of mass destruct;on, both nuclear and conventzonal. We
must acknowledge that mank;nd was l:v;ng under the constant threat of a
nuclear holocaust capable of destroy;ng our planet many times over set off by
the least acc;dental spark. | N
Shortly after 1ts creation, the United Natxons, through the varrous

bodies that were set up successzvely as needed, had undertaken to deal w;th
the questxon of dxsarmament w;thzn the framework of 1ts oblzgat;on to promote
and safeguard 1nternatxonal peace and secur:ty, as provxded for in the o
Charter.' Some zmportant results were achxeved durzng th;s perxoa. but as
regards attaxnment of the ultxmate obJectzve of general nuclear dlsarmament,
it was not possxble to see the lxght at the end of the tunnel. Thzs was due -
.to the practxce of the two rxval blocs, wh:ch were pursuxng'a.polxcy’of a |
balance of forces, supposedly to keep world peace, whereas in fact 1t was a

“polzcy of a balance of terror" w;th all the r;sks and dangers 1nherent in theh

nuclear war that xt could cause.*

% Mr. Sub, Republic of Korea, Vice-Chairman, took the Chair.
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. In these past few years, when the‘world has entered 1ntova13ew gga(ag,tpe

end of the East-West confroatation, we are entitled to hope that great

opportunities are now open for the international community to begin - on-the _

basis of results and agreements already achxeved - to work more actzvaly 1n .

all the f;elds_of(arms,control andvdzsarmament., Th;s work at var;ous levels -

Uy A%e LodRa

multilateral, regional, bilateral, no matter how complex_f;ss_natura}lyh»}~'?dhﬂ

complementary and deserves to be encouraged and supported by the_internatioﬁal .

communxty wsth equal 1mportance.;_>‘

On the b;lateral plane, we must note that the srgnsng by the Unlﬁgda~pxj4¢%;f
States and ‘the former Sovzet Unxon of the Treaty on the El;m;natxon.of Thexr ;:»;
Intermed:ate-kange and Shorter-Range Missxles - the INF Treaty - 1n 1981 had ‘:;;
givan,serioua;;mpetus to the_arduous.and dxifacult}segot;atxonsrar@adkat._pﬂ:;:j
redueing nucleat armaments in the two countrres. Successi;e agteaaents __::r
-concluded s:nce then. 1nc1ud;ng the 1mportant agreements announced last Juns

by the Un;ted States and the Russ;an Federatxon. have opened up new prospects :? .

for complete nuclear d:sarmament - a matter of great hope for the } »;jb]f_._ S

1nternat;onal communzty as a whole., My delegatzon very much hopes to see n

other. States that possess nuclear weapons freely jo1n1ng th:s process at the J;};z s

appropr;ate t:me so. that we may at last be able to move towards a world free i v:”z

"of nuclear weapcns an a clzmate of real znternatxonal detente.i

wall
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(Mr. Khamsy. Lao People's
I tic Republic)

The complete and comprehensive elimination of nuclear weapons in the
world would make no sense if all States, especially the nuclear and
potentially nuclear Powers, did not put a f£inal end to their tests with a view
to the manufacture or improvement of their new and ever more sophisticated and
lethal weapons. In this connection, the Amendment Conference of the States
Parties to the Treaty Banning Nuclear Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space
and under Water is of fundamental importance. My delegation fully supports
the idea of convening this Conference during the course of next year, after
all the necessary preparations have been carefully made. In this regard, we
should pay a tribute to certain nuclear Powers which have agreed umilaterally
to impose a moratorium on nuclear tests. My d-legation hopes that the other
Powers that have not yet done so will join in, so that we may at last achieve
the complete and final cessation of such tests.

Only after we have achieved the elimination of all existing nuclear
weapons and have f;nally put an end to theose tests can we really ensure the
non-discriminatory nature and universal scope of the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), which, we must admit, is at
present only to the advantage of the Powers that possess such weapons and
which encourages those countries that are potentially nuclear Powers to engage4
in research and manufacture. It is therefore imperative for us all to get out
of this vicious circle.

Now that we are having the debate on disarmament, nothing is more
comforting than to learn that the draft Convention on the Prohibition of the
Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their

Destruction has been finalized and will soon be submitted to the General
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Assembly at its present session for adoption. My delegatipn,warmly welcomes - .
this achievement and wishes to pay tribute to its authors - the(Piesident,and
members of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Conference on Disarmament in Genevai@¢v;
for this valuable outcome. ,It_is_highly:desirablevthatsthe'effeetiveafr;fn
implementation of this Convention, after it has eatered into force, should _
without fail give a new impetus to other'multilatera;=negotiatipns‘witﬁ~a‘vieﬁ”>'
to the conclusion, as. soon as possible, of=agreements"dn‘the,ptohibition‘bfc};.
other categories of weapons of mass_destruction.’includingfnucleargwpapons.&‘f
My delegation, however, shéres-the;concernSgof the;majg;itg gf dgwé;épjng; ,wfk
countries regarding the implementation of some of the:clauses of this
Convention whose diseriminatory interpretation might.infringe»theirrnatignalz;{;,
sovereignty and hinder their development, especially in the area;of:thefiai;,;};'
transfer of technology for peaceful purposes.’ |

My delegation attaches especial .importance to the question of the e
transfer of weapons, as well as tc-that of transparencyfandﬂatms;controi;fab;,,
These two questions are in fact intimately linked,: and in'orderﬁfﬁr-them fo pevf
in a position to contribute effectively to.the promotion and maintenance of ...
universal peace and security, they should not apply solely to,thé;pote#tialg;;,-'
users of these armaments. If the Somalis are‘tO’be-blamed;fortthei:gf,a,~3'< .
fratricidal war and the inhabitants of Bosnia‘and,Héréegovina_fdrbthei: gthpig,
conflict, we must place even more blame on-those who are p:ovidingjthem;withﬂ;'
weapons, and - further back still .- oxn those who are.manniacturing:them;; . ; -
Transparency and control must -cover all sectors, from theﬂresearch”stagelto n
utilization via production, stockpiling, transfer (whether dbmmercia;;gr;; ﬂ

undertaken free of charge, open or clandestine) and storage, and must apply to
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all categories of weapons, including those which are intended to be used in
outer space. Registration would really be pointless unless all States
accepted the principle of transparency and control which I have just meationed.

Peace and international security do not rest only on the control of
armaments and on disarmament. As long as millions of human beings are still
suffering from malnutrition, famine and disease, and several million more are
still living in abject poverty, we cannot claim that there is going to be
peace and security in the world. The efforts that are being made to achieve
general and complete disarmament must therefore go hand in hand with efforts
aimed at rectifying the economic and social situation of the developing
countries. Resources freed through arms reductions in the North could make an
even more effective contribution to the implementation of programmes to assist
development in the South, where, in a world that is increasingly
interdepeadent and cooperative, countries no longer have need of armies that
are beyond their own resources and their real defence needs.

It is in this spirit, and in this new context, that my country, the Lao
People's Democratic Republic, has joined the common efforts being made by the
other countries of our region to promote mutual understanding, confidence and
cooperation by recently acceding to the Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation
in South-East Asia of 1976. In that way, my country intends to contribute to
building, together, genuine and lasting regional peace and stability on the
basis of which we could devote the bulk of our means and resources to economic

and social development in order to raise the standard of living of our people

as a whole.
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Mr. VAZQUEZ (Argentina)({interpretation from SpaniSh): Please §11qw
me to congrétulate Mr. Elaraby on.his eléétion to the offiéé‘bf éhéifﬁ?n of
the First Committee at the forty;SeVenéh SéSSioh'offthe'Genéréi Asée@bl&.rfi- o
should also like to coggratulate the other members 6f?thé‘Bﬁfeéﬁ.'
We support the‘idéa of cbmbihiﬁg ﬁhé\iééms on disafmémentzahgr'
international security in the geneialwdebatel 86 wé‘358h16>1ike'£d'pﬁﬁ‘ ";
forward a few comsiderations which fall within thisvarea. | »
At preseﬁt we are in the midst of S;iléinéfthé.pdst-éold—wéf”@rdéf.rfiﬁ.g
is for each and every one of us to piay';:bart‘in'aésigniﬁégit,Tﬁﬁd,td‘éhsﬁfé:fA
respect for certain fundamental prinéipié;; such as democrééy, ihdiﬁidﬁélfi‘:?;

freedoms and human righté.*

#  Mr. Patokallio (Finland), Vice-Chairman, took the Chair.
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We 1ive in a constaﬁtly chgnging world. We believe that mankind»now has
an unprecedented window o£;0930ttunity. The challenge of thig ;ast_decade of
the century is to open that window and explore the new oppprtunities. My
Government takes a positive view of the changes that areAtaking place, and it
is determined to coopgra;e in so far as possib;e in the creation of’the_new
world architecture. | |

_The serious crisis in the former Yugoslavia, the resurgeace of
nationalism and age-o0ld ethnic conflicts, have shown that we still have a long
way to go befora we achieve the stability we want. Oq the whole, however, we
believe that the world has made progress towards that goal. |

In the area of nuclear disarmament the results achieved over the past
year have been encouraging. The two major nuclear Powers are continuing and
increasing their bilateral efforts to reduce nuclear weapons. At the same
time the;e is a general trend towards a reduction in the number of nuclear
tests,

The Government of Argentina supports with greater firmness and conviction
than ever the United Nations system of collective security, amd it most
definitely supports the Security Council, the principal body responsible for
the maintenance of internatiomal peace and security.

For us, the practical effectiveness of and respect for tke machinery of
the United Nations Charter is important on two counts. First, it is vital to
mankind as a whole, for without peace and security it will be difficult for us
to deal effectively with the majo: problems confronting us. Secondly, and |
more specifically, the Charter machinery is vital to the concrete and
individual interests of Argentina. After all, the goals of growth and

development do not depend only on our own efforts: they also depend on an
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international climate of détente and cooperation. It is in that context that

the Charter of the United Nations and intermational law are sobimgéngan:,.>‘;
Argentina's significant rolé in the United Natinnn_Ptonection Force
(UNPROFOR) . in Yugoslavia and other United Nations péace-keeying opetatién§‘i§ 
of help in understanding our Governmenﬁ's;posigion. ]We‘he;ieyé thnt’evétykn
country has an obligation to make an active contribution to Unitéd Nationg
peace-keeping efforts, and we are therefore 1ntroducxng reforms ;n our klé

military structure so as to be better prepared to part1czpate in peace-keepxng

operations on a regular basas. Our polzt;cal yoszt;on on the subject 1s clearﬁv,:;_;

We are greatly interested in the ideas and suggestxons put forward by the

Secretary-General in his report “ain Agenda for Peace"‘(h/47/277).‘ They
deserve careful and prompt cons:deratxon by the znternat;ona’ communnty.:
Here, I would recall the proposal made by the cauntrxesj;nyolyeé[;n :ng

consultation and policy-coordination machinery known as the Rio Group., Those

countries feel that the Gemeral Assembly should give close attention o that

documént.

It is obvious that the United Nations cannot deal with each‘and évery

international conflict on its own. There is, therefore, a need to strengthen ..‘

regional machineny. In that connection, we have Joaned our ne;ghbouts 1n_“
contributing to the strengthen;ng of a subreg;onal body.
The harmony and cooperation that prevail among the countries nf the»Cone

of South America have set a real example for the réét'of the worla; That

situation is the result of ptomasxng agreements on economxc integrataon, sudh -

as the Southern Cone Common Ma:ke;, or MERCOSUR, and of comcrete steps ta@en
to pfomote confidence and transparency in the field of seennity. Our '
countries are firmly united in the struggle against the proliferation of

weapons of mass destruction. In the case of Argentina, as our Foreign
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Minister stated in the general debate at this session of the General Assembly,
our commitment is one of the pillars of our national policy and has been
repeatedly evidenced by concrete deeds,

Of particular note are the successes recorded in the relations between
Argentina and Brazil. Over the course of less than two years the two
countries have signed a bilateral agreement on nuclear safeguards, established
a bilateral system for accounting for and control of nuclear materials, signed
an agreement - which has already been ratified by my country - on a full
safegquards system with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), signed
together with Chile an agreement banning chemical weapons from the subregion,
and successfully promoted amendments to the Treaty of Tlatelolco to ensure its
full effectiveness. That rapid process has been a fundamental contribution to
the abolition of weapons of mass destruction from our region once and for all.

The changes made in the Treaty of Tlatelolco have been very positive.
They have introduced guarantees with regard to the control mechanism,
challenge inspections and the preservation of technological secrets. For that
reason, Argentina, Brazil and Chile have committed themselves to responding
positively by the the prompt enactment of legislation approving the
amendments. We are convinced that in a few months all of Latin America and
the Caribbean will be protected in a fully effective nuclear-weapon-free zone.

Another important element is the so-called Declaration of Mendoza of
September 1991 on chemical and bacteriological weapons, which is fully in line
with the draft Convention on chemical weapons recently negotiated at Geneva.
That Convention has Argentina's support and represents a clear success in the

struggle against the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.
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At the subregxonal level alsc, Argent;na has demonstrated its firm

ER RS

L FU

commitment to non-proleeratxon in a decree regulacing the export of sensitiva
S B T T

nuclear, chemical., bacter;ologxcal and MISSIIB equ;oment. Thst 1nstrument -
lays down strict guidelines and establrshes the need for export lxcences. In\“
addition, it incorporates into Argent:ne law such zmportant ;nternetional -
agreements as the Missile Technology Control Regxme (MTCR) and the somcalled
Australzan L;st of chemzcal products. This is a further demonstration that
Argentmna will coordinate its own action regardxng non-prol;ferataon uzth thatf
of other countr;es that share 1ts approach.v k ' o o

St111 on the sub;ect of non-prol:ferat;on; I would emphas:ze that
Argentina bel;eves that the Secur:ty Coune11 and IAEA should play an
increasingly aetxve role 1n th;s area. We support the relevant proposals of
the Director-General of IAEA, and we support close cooperatxon between the
Agency and the Security Council. | o - |

An atem to whxch Arqent;na g;ves pr;or;ty is transosrency in arﬁaments.
The adopt;ou of General Assembly 46/36 L represented, in our opun;on. a‘
start:ng-po:nt in a2 process that wall contrabute te greater predzctab1lity>
and, therefore, to peace and stabxlxty in the 1nternataonal polxtrcal arena.

The Regxster of Conveut;onal Arms establ:shed and ma:ntaaned by the
Seoretary-General 1s a useful tool to whxch a11 States should contrrbute as an
early—warn;ng mechanxsm and as a real means to ass;st the pol;txcal will of } g
_States to make progress through cooperat;on. avoiding mzsunderstandzngs and
w;thout‘contravenzngbthe right to(leg;tamatekselfoefenoe enshrzned-;n;tbe

_Charter.




A/C.1/47/PV.20
25

(Mr, Vazquez, Argentina)

The delegation of Argentina wishes to express its satisfaction with the
report submitted by the Panel of Governmental Technical Experts which, under
the effective chairmanship of Ambassador Wagenmakers of the Netherlands, has
been working out the technical procedures necessary for the proper functioning
of the Register and ways and means to expand it.

Japan's efforts to organize a meeting in Tokyo with the participation of
all States represented on the Panel and others concerned in the process also
deserve our appreciation.

We believe that the ground is now ready for us to take the first steps
towards exchanging information on the transfer of conventional weapons. The
exercise we are now entering upon can either be one of historic importance or

merely one more failure, a failure that can and must be avoided.
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The Conference on»Disarmament also has an undeniable responsibility inr‘
this regard. The Convention on chemxcal weapons - wh:ch we are pleased to
have before the Assembly this year - w111 not exhaust the human and mater1a1
resources of the Geneva body, which w;ll now be able to deal im a systematzc :
and determined manner with the new item on 1ts agenda°‘ “Transparencyzzn N
armaments". o B -

Mr. PAK PAK (Democratic People s Republ;c of Korea) it“is the éesife:”
of all mankind to build a free and peaceful new world -a goal that must be i
achieved through ]Olnt efforts. | o

Considering international peace and secur;ty to behzts fundamental 1dea1,h
the United Natioans has, since 1ts foundzng, made cont;nued,efforts towards the )
realization of that goal. The process of peaceful settlement of the questron
of Cambodia and the bright prospects for nat;onal unzty; peace. 1ndependence 710
and sovereignty in that country are vivid examples of euch‘efforts>hy»the"i*“?;
United Nations. - | -

While the cold war and East-West confrontation hare,endec,‘cisputee;
between countries, ethnic conflicts and north—eouth confrontation:arevon the
rise. An atmosphete conducive to global dialogue and-neootiatione has&heen |
created, but the threat to peace and secur;ty cont;nues unabated. Wxth the
imbalance of forces, we see the emergence of und;sguxsed tendenczes towerds
domxnatxon through forceful snppressron of other countrzes, and towards mak;ng
the world unxpolar. - : B

Ensuring the pol:t1cal sovere;gnty of a11 countraes and thexr equalxty in
1nternatzonal polxt;cs through the democratxzat;on of'xnternatlonal relatxons |
is a basic requ;rement for 1nternat10nal peace and secunty° vIt 1s‘a R

fundamental ideal of the Unzted Nat;ons Charter that people should 11'e in k

peace and freedom and achieve prosperxty for all through democratlc and _
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equitable internatidnal relations. A “ﬁeace" that allows domination and
subjugation cannct be regarded as genuine peace. As long as there are
manoeuvres to infringe éhe sovereignty of other countries, it is inevitable
that the peopie will struggle against them, and that internaticnal peace and
security will be jeopardized.

All countries and peoples have the right to choose and develop their own
ideologies and socio-political systems in conformity with thg réalities and
historical conditions of their country. Today, however. fhere is a téndency
in international relations for one country to infringe ﬁhe sovereignty of
others and even to overthrow or deétroy their socio-political systems, théreby
forcing its own ideéloéy)‘views and values on others. This, in turn, fesults
in political and military mistrust and confrontation among countriés and
nations, aﬁd cén leadkcountries frbm a state of détente to the brink of war by
accelerating the arms réce.

Foreign forces and military bases stationed in other countries - a legacy
of the cold‘wat - presént a challenge to the aspirations of a people to build
a new democratic intefﬁétionai society. Posing as an internationél pblice
force while staﬁioning troops in another country uhder thevprétéit of
preveneing war is an infringement of the sovereignty and dignity of thét
country;yrwé £irmly beiievé that no couﬁtry shoulé pufsue teQi#nalkhegemohy or
seék>£o‘e$£aﬂiish én area of influénce. or staﬁion ﬁiliﬁéry forcés or béSés in
other countries.

: With internatioﬁai ielaﬁidns charaéteiized.by evér-growihé
interdepéhdencé;.ié ié'mbfe‘urgént'than ever to maintain the prihéiplé of

equity in bilateral or multilateral solutions to international issues.
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The world will never be at peace as long as arbitrariness and SPeciai
privileges for certain countries are allowed in international affairs.’ All_y
countries arekeQual, regardless of their.size‘ot level‘of»deVeinpment;»;The :
bigger the country, the greater is’its»responéibility to bevfaithfulrto the -

principles of international equality and justice.

The desire of peoples for international peace and security is now focused .:

on the iséue»of‘demtératizing7the United Nations,kthe main drgahizaticn for -
negotxat;ng global 1ssues, and on increasing its effect:veness and expandzng
its role. " Restructuring the United Nations in a democrat;c manner 1s a rf;fy
practical means of elxm;natxng arb;trar;ness and pt:v;leges and of equztably
resolv:nq 1nternat10nal issues in conform;ty with the 1nterests of the
majority of countries. -
Detailed and'cdnstructivé pruﬁoSélS‘fct’theldemoératic*téfcrm'oftthégz

United Nations havs been put fqrward.récently’ahid incrééﬁiﬁéiintttéét?tt-tﬁéitﬁ

part of the international community.

The way to ensure peace and security ir the Korean peninsula, which is in- =

a pivotal position in North-East Asia, is, after all, to échievetxoreah‘;%f
reunification. The unekpected events that took'piace&onetﬁefxéreaﬁwPEninéﬁlé;;}t
this year have drawn’ the world's’ attention- to the situation in that reglon.g
Bright prospects ‘for - d;sarmament and gggg_gg in the Korean,penansula and for»if -

its reunification were’ ushered in with the 1mp1ementatxon of the Agreement an ﬁi

Reconciliation, NOn;AQQIESSIGﬁ'and-COOPeratlbniandiExchangB:betWeen;tha;nctth;;ff,f

and the south, ahd7thé'3biht’Dec1aration’0f,the‘Denuclearizatioﬁfgfﬁthe,Koreah{;i;_f

Peninsula,

The commxtment of the north and the south not to f:ght each other and to

work together towards national reunification proved that - nelther fore;gn‘
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forces nor differencgs in ideology or systems could divide our natiog. It also
showed that the experts on the Korean question were the Koreans of the north
and south, and that in any case it is our nation's will to achieve peace and
reunification through its own independent force.

Today, what is important in solving the question of reunification are the
joint efforts of the north and the south to fully implement the Agreement and
further lead the nation towards reunification by means of confederation. It
is most important, in implementing the North-South Agreement, to reject any
outside interference with regard to an independent stand - the fundamental
principle of the Agreement.

Independence is the lifeblood of countries»and nations as well as of
human beings. Recent changes in international relations have further
strengthened ocur people's will for independence and renewed their trust and
confidence in the socialist system that they themselves have chosen.

Today, in view of the current trend towards dialogue, reconciliation and
democracy in international relations., the o0ld way of thinking - pursing one's
own interests by infringing another country's independence through pressure
and force - can convince no one.

The primaiy task now incumbent on our ccuntry is to explore the way to a
just and peaceful reunification. We.put forward the proposal for
reunification through confederation based on one nation, one State, two
systems and two Governments in the light of the specific conditions prevailing

in the Korean peninsula, where different ideas and systems exist.
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Republic of Korea) -
We can say that basic problems have heen.solved,in;realizing the
country’s reunification‘throughvcohfederation since jbinthcommittees igbsﬁch
areas as military and ecomomic affairs have been formed and put in;qi.f,,*.

operation, under the terms of the.North-South Agreement..

The Governmeat of our Republic will ‘make every effort téfreaqh‘oﬁr final

goal of reunification by continuously promoting the implementation of the

North-South Agreement and the ‘process -of reunification that has already begun
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An urgent guestion to be resolved today in connection with ensuring peace
on the Korean peninsula is that of terminating legally the state of war that
today has lasted 40 years, since the Korean war was temporarily suspended.

As for the armistice agreement, it stipulates the suspension of military
actions of the warring sides but not the legal termination of a state of war.
Such a state of armistice causes an extremely abnormal situation in which the
United Nations flag is abused as a symbol of one of these warring sides on the
military demarcation line of the Korean peninsula. This inflicts severe
damage on the United Nations image.

The expression "United Nations Forces" in south Korea is merely symbolic
and in fact has nothing to do with the United Natioms. It is self-evident
that such an abnormal state of affairs cannot last any longer. If the United
Nations flag on the military demarcation line is lowered and measures for the
withdrawal of the United Nations Command are taken, it will create a condition
under which my country participates more actively in United Nations activities
and will also contribute to the peaceful reunification of Korea and world
peace.

The legal parties concerned in the Korean war are, of course, my country
and the United Nations, but it is clear to the world that thevreal parties
concerned are my country and the United States.

I expect that the the international community will pay close attention to
this issue.

The CHATRMAN: I now call on the representative of the Holy See.
Archbishop MARTINO (Holy See): I wish to extend warm
congratulations to Mr. Elaraby on his election as Chairman of this important

Committee and to the other officers of the Committee as well.



A/C.1/747/PV.20
32

(Am_a&_cc_ml_ﬁ_e) ]
Once more, we meet at a tzme when hope and fear antersect on the human |
agendas hope that a world of post-cold-war enlzghtenment and-pol;t:cal change
may lead to a more secure future for all humanlty, fear that the ethn:c and
parochial hatreds breaking 1nto repeated vzolent confllct may 1ead to stzll
more suffering and d1s1ntegrat10n of soc;et;es. It 1s true that uncertaxnty.
destabilization and unpred;ctab;l;ty are the sxgns of the txmes.A xeg, s;nce
we last met, an advance in political recogn1txon of the,requlremencs”offtrce
peace has been made. | o R
The new urderstanding of securlty; enunc;ated at the Summxt Meetxng of
the Security Council on 31 January 1992, constxtutes a theme that must belw
developed. The world leaders 1ssued a declaratxon contaxnxng thxs new
analysis: 7 | ‘ 7 ‘
"The absence of war and milxtary‘confllcts amongst States does not in
itself ensure international peace and secur:ty. lThe non-mzl;tary sources
of imstability irn the economic, soc1al, human1tar1an and‘ecolog1cal
fields have become threats to peace anrd secur;ty." (5/PV,3Q4§. g, 143)
Thus, an integrated agenda for global securlty now challenges us.bv
Confronted by multxple threats to human;ty s surv;val, the adversarxes in the
0ld East-West conflict no longer stand on opposmte sxdes, they now face the
same danger, 111ustrated so polgnantly by the d1v131on of humanlty 1nto aﬂk
wealthy North and an impoverished South. Wxth each passxng day, it becomes
clearer that all countries will need to cooperate to vombat cr:tacal global
problems: the future of nuclear weapons, the prol;feratlon of weapons of mass
destruction, massive poverty, env;ronmental destructlon, 1nternat10na1
terrorism, drug trafficking and the depletlon of non-renewable resources.( The

development of an effective and stable 1nternatxonal legal and polatxcal
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framework requires a comprehensive approach to world peace, social justice,
economic development and environmental protection.

Power politics must yield to the rule of law between States. Three
mutually reinforcing developments are needed. First, nations must resolve, as
they undertook to do in signing the Charter of the United Nations, to settle
conflicts by peaceful means, such as mediation, arbitration and negotiation.
Secondly, international institutions, such as the International Court of
Justice, regional bodies and the subsidiary agencies of the United Natioms,
must be strengthened. Thirdly, public opinion must be mobilized, and here
non-governmental organizations have a vital role to play.

The Holy Se2 recognizes in the very important report of Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali entitled "An Agenda for Peace" a call for movement in
precisely this direction. The practical proposals he has made to advance
preventive diplomacy, peacemaking and peace-keeping are a major step forward
in identifying effective machinery to resolve conflicts without war. My
delegation has paid special attention to what the Secretary-General calls
“post-conflict peacebuilding" (As/47/277, para. 5): action to identify and
support structures to solidify peace in order to avoid a relapse into
conflict. Such steps would include disarming the previously warring parties,
destroying weapons, repatriating refugees, training security personnel,
monitoring elections, advancing the protection of human rights and reforming
governmental institutions,

Like the Secretary-General, my delegation notes

“an increasingly common meral perception that spans the world's nations

and peoples”. (A/47/27§, para. 15)

This gives a wider mission to the world Organization to address, as was not

possible in the paralysing years of the cold war, the deepest causes of
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conflict: economic despair, social injustice and pplitiqgl»oppréss;on?* We
now have more confidence that the perilous course of humanity.cggAbé‘altereg,
indeed uplifted, by brealking the debilitating nexubnbg;weeg;@ilitar;ﬁ@i§n4' ]
security. The world should not miss the oppprtunityvthat_hgsvopeged ﬁp’aﬁk
this moment of transformation in history to demilitarize secg:it§prlicie§.>v

The purpose of global demilitarization is:to‘:edgcgvgnem;o;grgfimilitaty
power in international relatioms. This extends beyond reéuctign qufq:qgs.;? ‘
a reformulationrn of national policies that would state that war iskno;~usg§ﬁ};
is not necessary, and that preparations for war undermine commop.sgcu;;;yg.L
The chain of war-making technologies must be broken. Altgrnative'sgcggity
policies need to make it possible to live not just by reducing yeépqqsvhu;,py

abolishing war.



A/C.1/47/PV.20
36

(Archbishop Martino, Holy See)

The past year has witnessed an agreement to cut, in radical proportions,
the vast arsenal of nuclear weapons posseséed by the two major Powers. After
long years of negotiation, a draft convention to ban the production of
chemical weapons has been achieved. A United Nations Register of Conventional
Arms is under way. The Holy See applauds these accomplishments, and wants to
express its full support for both the Convention on chemical weapons and the
Register of Conventional Arms. It must be noted, however, that these
remarkable steps give momentum to the disarmament process but are not complete
of themselves.

Those who quest for a safer world through the reduction of nuclear wapons
must realize that the nuclear sword cannot be lifted from our heads until all
countries drastically reduce their conventional arms so as to preclude their
offensive capabilities, and that deep and widespread conventional reductions
will not occur until a real political will for disarmament and for
transparency in the arms trade takes hold, making possible the creation of
international institutions to enforce peace. That in effect would abolish war
and lift human civilization to the level intended by God.

A focal point of these new efforts to build confidence and cooperation in
the international community is to extend efforts to achieve a moratorium on
nuclear testing to obtain the long-sought comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty. The world is now closer than ever before to a régime that would halt
all nuclear testing by all countries for all times. Such a ban is essential
to the successful prolongation of the Non-Proliferation Treaty beyond 1995.
The present moment is rich with potential, and must not be lost. It is no

longer enough merely to reduce nuclear stocks. The world must move to the
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abolition of nuclear weapons through a universal, non-discriminatory ban, with
intensive inspection by a universal authority. Let no one dare to say that
this is unobtainable, for in recent history we have witnessed the
materialization of positive developments that were once unthinkable.

We live at a moment in which the dreams of yesterday have become the
reality of today. The dangerous strategy of nuclear deterrence is outmoded.
Nuclear weapons are unneeded., War itself has no place in a world in which
common security has become the dominant characteristic.

The work of this Committee is by no means over. Through its resolutions
and advocacy, it must encourage the historic passage from militarism. It must
reinforce peace-bullding measures, halt the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction, stop the arms trade, and, with one veice, stimulate the immediate
negotiation of a nuclear test ban.

This activity, progressive and hopeful, will prepare the way for a peace
dividend of lasting proportions. The end of the cold war means that spending
for military security can now be replaced by spending for people security. A
reduction of only 3 per cent a year would provide a cumulative peace dividend
of $1.5 trillion in the 1990s. As His Holiness Pope John Paul II has noted,

"Transferring [to developing countries] the enormous resources derived

from such conversion constitutes a new effort at cecllaboration and

solidarity between peoples and nations".

Through the centuries the Church has proclaimed the words of the
Prophet Isaiah, “They shall turn their swords into ploughshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks". Our hope now lies in the blossoming of
intelligence and action. Common action, common security is the realism of the

new age,
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Mr. PRASAD (Nepal): Mr. Chairman, I wish .o express the
appreciation of my delegation for the most effective way in which you have
been guiding the deliberations of this important Committee. With a person of
your knowledge, experience and skill in the Chair, we are confident of a
fruitful outcome for the work of the First Committee at this session of the
General Assembly.

The debate on disarmament and international security is takirg place in
the midst »f profound changes in international relations. One of the most
important features of postfcold—war perception has been the growing focus on
the non-military aspects of security. Arms reduction and disarmament,
especially in the field of nﬁclear and other weapons of mass.destruction,
continue to commané the high priority they deserve. However, as the
Secretary-Geuneral cbserved in his statement yecterday on the observance of
pisarmament Week, tis time has come to integrate the arms-reduction and
disarmament issues into the broader structure of the international peace and
security agenda. |

My delegation fully shares the Secretary-General's observations, and
welcomes his report on new dimensions of arms regulation and disarmament in
the post-cold-war era. We view the integration of disarmament and security
*ssues in the débate in this Committee as a step towards those larger goals.

The far-rezching changes we have been witnessinglhave to some degree
reduced t@g risk of a nuclear war. The historic momentum towards the
elimination nuclear weapons generated by the Treaty on i;termediate-Range
Nuclear Forces (INF Treaty) has been maintained through the conclusion of the

Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty. We are happy that the United States Senate
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has receatly ratified that Treaty. Nepal welcomes the agreement reachéd-in :
the summer of this year between gbe United States and the Russian Federation:
on further significant cuts ix nuclear arsenals. We sincéiely hope - that the
steady reductions in the nuclear arsenals of the two most important
nuclear-weapon States will encourage the other nuclear-weépon States to jdin
in the process.

The proliferation of nuclear weapons has long been a matter of deep
concern to the international community. The disintegration of the former
Soviet Union has added to this global concern. In these uncertain times, the
Non-Proliferation Treaty'continues to be the corner-stone of international
cooperation., With the accession of Chira and France, the Non-Proliferation
Treaty has gained renewed vitality. We have alscé noted with satiéfaction‘thé
announcement by Kazakhstan, lkrainé and Belarus that they would acéedé'té the
Non-Proliferation Treaty. My delegation strongly supports the view that that
Treaty needs tc be strengthened, acceded to universally, and e:tended,fqr'én
unlimited duration beyond 1995. B

The cessation of nuclear weapoas tests conﬁinugs to be a priéfify-
objective in the area of nuclear disarmament. The conclusion ¢f a
comprehensive test-ban treaty will be aAmajorlstep towards‘strengéhehing tﬁé;
Non-Proliferation Treaty. We welcoms the moratorium dn nuclear: tests.
announced by France and the Russian Federation. Likewise, we'weléoﬁéithélmove.
in the United States towards limiting testing. My &elégation'reéreésgthé _’ |
inability of the 1992 session of the Conference on Disérmameitftd re—eétablishfj>
an ad hoc committee on a nuclear test bén. We'sinceteiy“hoPéfthatrﬁhe
momentum generated by recent developments will be seized to make avdéciﬁiﬁebf

move towards a comprehensive test ban.
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My delegation is pleased that the Conference on Disarmamnet has finally
concluded its negotiations on the long-awaited convention on chemical
weapons. We look forward to the early entry into force of this historic

convention, which outlaws a whole category of weapons of mass destruction.
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Transparency in armameats ag¢>the United-nationSaRegistervcf;ﬂnmwentgccal

Arms are important issues on the disarmament.agenda. We have,receivedauighg;-;,
interest the report of cheagroup of expertsrin'this regard;§ We»sincerely?hopei.
that the operat;on of this new Un;ted Nat;ons 1nstrument wxll be gn1ded hy the-}'
need to. ma;nta;n the delicate’ balance ‘between the r:ghts and the sl
respons:b;l;txes of the part;c;pat;ng.States;,_e~»bc ‘;osyﬁx‘;ngl.a;arkileﬁg;~f}f
In recent years conventxonal dzsarmamenb and measures. at the reg;oneln
level have been :ece;v;ng the attent;on they deserve.: We have-seeneiyciﬁf‘
confzdence--and securztyebuzldxngxmeasures play'anfxmportant"role‘invthef :QQ
creation of- cond;txons favourable to .arms, control and azsarmament.,;}“F,;saa;”“
Confxdence-bu;ldlng measures and . secur:ty-buxld;ng measures have to takenznto’
account the peculiar secur;ty perceptxons and consxdexatlons of the regzons |
concerned. In this context, I w:sh to refer to the-work of the Unxted Natacns‘

Regional Ceantre for Peace and Dlsarmament :in Asxa and the 9801£1c' wh:ch 1s

’located at,Kathmandu,~Nepal. The frultful dascuss:ons that take place 1n an

-informal settxng under the ausp:ces of. the Regzonal Cenbre 1n Kathmandu kave

been acknowledged as 1mportant steps tcwatds explcrxng the conf;dence-buxld:ng

‘measures and the secur:ty—bu;ldxng~meaSutes and cther, telated, opt:ons*lﬁf?vilff'

,applxcable to the sensxtzve As;a—Pac;f:c reg;onw In the l;ght of the the

growzng emphas;s on regxonal approaches, the Centre has an Jmportant role to ?f’j

'play as a. forum in wh:ch d;plomats, academ:cs and experts can d;scuss

dxsarmament, arms reduct;on and issues. of peace and securxty. Important

though the potentxal in these areas IS, the successful operat:on of the Centre'""
depends on generous voluntary contnbut:.ons° My delegat;on belleves that 1t
is in our common 1nterest to encourage such centres and to support the1r

activities through volunta:y”contrlbut;ocsgﬁ'
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I cannot end my statement without reiterating my delegation's conviction
that the United Nations has a central role to play in respect of matter« -*

- arms control, disarmament and security. Fundamental changes in international
relations offer this Organization a unique opportunity. We have séen'the
welcome results of the decision to rationalize. the work of the Disarmament
Commission, The Disarmament Commission's adoption, at this year’s substantive
session, of guidelines and recommendations for objective Information on
military matters- is an important achievement. The Conference on Disarmament
has made a landmark contribution by adopting the global Convention banning
chemical weapons, and it should now concentrate:on other major. items Bn its
agenda - especially items relating to nuclear. disarmament. The United Nations
Institute for Disarmament Research is meeting an importgnt~need of\the
international‘community - the need for independent and in-depth research
materials oa various aSéectS of disarmament.

The right of self-defence is sacrosanct and is recognized in the Charter.
However, the present obsession with'military security is incompatible with the
vision of the post-cald-war world order to which we all aspire. This
Organization provides the forum for all countries - big or small; strong or

weak - to work together towards those larger goals. -

Ihe meeting rose at 11;§Q a.m.





