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Annex 

JOINT STATEMENT BY SOCIALIST COUNTRIES IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
CELEBRATION OF THE FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ADOPTION OF 

THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

On b e h a l f o f t h e d e l e g a t i o n s o f B u l g a r i a , t h e B y e l o r u s s i a n S o v i e t 
S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c , C z e c h o s l o v a k i a , t h e German D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c , H u n g a r y , 
P o l a n d , R o m a n i a , t h e U k r a i n i a n S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c a n d t h e U n i o n o f 
S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c s , I h a v e t h e h o n o u r t o make a j o i n t s t a t e m e n t i n 
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e f o r t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e a d o p t i o n o f 
t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s . 

I n t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s c a l e n d a r , s o r i c h i n d a t e s , e v e n t s a n d 
a n n i v e r s a r i e s , e a c h y e a r t h e 1 0 t h o f D e c e m b e r i s c e l e b r a t e d a s Human R i g h t s 
D a y . T h i s y e a r , t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e d a y a s s u m e s s p e c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e , f o r 
i t w a s 40 y e a r s a g o t h a t t h e G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y o f t h e t h e n r e c e n t l y f o u n d e d 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s a d o p t e d a r e s o l u t i o n w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e s i t s f i r s t p r o g r a m m e i n 
t h e s o c i a l a n d h u m a n i t a r i a n f i e l d - t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s . 

Drawn u p i n t h e e a r l y p o s t - w a r y e a r s , t h e D e c l a r a t i o n r e f l e c t s t h e 
r e s u l t s o f t h e S e c o n d W o r l d War - t h e p r o g r e s s i v e s p i r i t o f t h e a n t i - F a s c i s t 
s t r u g g l e a n d t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e c o l l a p s e o f t h e c o l o n i a l s y s t e m , t h e 
d e m o c r a t i c i d e a s o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y , w h i c h h a d s u r v i v e d t h e 
h o r r o r s o f f a s c i s m a n d n a z i s m a n d w h i c h w a s f i r m l y d e t e r m i n e d t o d o e v e r y 
t h i n g p o s s i b l e " t o s a v e s u c c e e d i n g g e n e r a t i o n s f r o m t h e s c o u r g e o f w a r , w h i c h 
t w i c e i n o u r l i f e t i m e h a s b r o u g h t u n t o l d s o r r o w t o m a n k i n d , a n d t o r e a f f i r m 
f a i t h i n f u n d a m e n t a l human r i g h t s , i n t h e d i g n i t y a n d w o r t h o f t h e human 
p e r s o n , i n t h e e q u a l r i g h t s o f men a n d women a n d o f n a t i o n s l a r g e a n d s m a l l " . 
The s i n c e r e d e s i r e o f t h e o v e r w h e l m i n g m a j o r i t y o f S t a t e s Members o f t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o s a f e g u a r d a n d e x p a n d c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n d i f f e r e n t S t a t e s 
i n t h e p o s t - w a r w o r l d i s a t e s t i m o n y t o t h e t r i u m p h o f h u m a n e a n d d e m o c r a t i c 
p r i n c i p l e s o v e r t h e m a n - h a t i n g i d e o l o g y o f n a z i s m a n d f a s c i s m . 

T o d a y , a s we a p p r o a c h t h e f o r t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y , we s e e e v e n m o r e c l e a r l y 
t h a t t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n i s a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l d o c u m e n t o f a b i d i n g 
s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r d e m o c r a c y i n g e n e r a l . The h i s t o r i c c o n t r i b u t i o n o f t h e 
D e c l a r a t i o n i s p r i m a r i l y t h e f a c t t h a t i t b e c a m e t h e s t a r t i n g - p o i n t f o r t h e 
p r e p a r a t i o n o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t s o n Human R i g h t s a n d t o g e t h e r w i t h 
t h e m c r e a t e d a g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d b a s i s i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w f o r t h e f u r t h e r 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o - o p e r a t i o n i n t h e f i e l d o f human r i g h t s . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t s o n Human R i g h t s , t h e r e h a s 
b e e n c r e a t e d d u r i n g t h e w e l l - n i g h 40 y e a r s s i n c e t h e a d o p t i o n o f t h e 
D e c l a r a t i o n a d i v e r s i f i e d b u t s o l i d m a c h i n e r y f o r c o - o p e r a t i o n a m o n g S t a t e s o n 
t h e b a s i s o f b i n d i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s - t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n 
o n t h e E l i m i n a t i o n o f A l l F o r m s o f R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n , t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
C o n v e n t i o n o n t h e S u p p r e s s i o n a n d P u n i s h m e n t o f t h e C r i m e o f A p a r t h e i d , t h e 
C o n v e n t i o n o n t h e P r e v e n t i o n a n d P u n i s h m e n t o f t h e C r i m e o f G e n o c i d e , t h e 
C o n v e n t i o n o n t h e E l i m i n a t i o n o f A l l F o r m s o f D i s c r i m i n a t i o n A g a i n s t Women, 
t h e C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e , e t c . The s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s t o o k a v e r y 
a c t i v e p a r t i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f t h e s e i n s t r u m e n t s a n d m e c h a n i s m s a n d a r e 
p a r t i e s t o a l l t h e m a i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r e a t i e s o n human r i g h t s . I n t h e 
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process of t h e i r p r e p a r a t i o n the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s c o n t r i b u t e d a s e r i e s of 
c o n s t r u c t i v e p roposa l s aimed a t ensur ing t h e i n s e p a r a b i l i t y of the whole 
complex of human r i g h t s and freedoms. 

The c o u n t r i e s of the s o c i a l i s t community a t t a c h g rea t importance t o the 
u n i v e r s a l i z a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l human-r ights i n s t rumen t s , s i nce t h i s i s a 
p r e r e q u i s i t e for the f u l l and e f f e c t i v e implementation both of c i v i l and 
p o l i t i c a l and of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l human r i g h t s aimed a t doing 
away with the g ross and mass v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s in va r ious p a r t s of 
the world a s a r e s u l t of p o l i c i e s of co lon ia l i sm, neoco lon ia l i sm, racism, 
a p a r t h e i d , occupat ion and agg re s s ion , f l o u t i n g of the r i g h t s of peoples t o 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , e t c . In t o d a y ' s complex and in te rdependen t world human 
r i g h t s ques t i ons on a g loba l s c a l e - and in p a r t i c u l a r the problem of 
mankind's s u r v i v a l - a r e inseparab ly l inked with a l l a s p e c t s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s - from disarmament and economic q u e s t i o n s down t o e c o l o g i c a l 
problems. All of these a s p e c t s of the whole range of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s 
need t o be democratized and humanized. The achievement of t h a t o b j e c t i v e 
r e q u i r e s a new p o l i t i c a l t h i n k i n g t h a t would break down the p r e j u d i c e s and 
s t e r e o t y p e s which have b u i l t - u p over so many y e a r s , do away wi th m i s t r u s t and 
h a t r e d , and b r i n g out the s e n s e l e s s n e s s of u s ing human r i g h t s i s s u e s for 
t enden t ious and p o l i t i c a l l y motivated purposes which go f a r beyond the l o f t y 
humani tar ian p r i n c i p l e s unde r ly ing the adopt ion of t h e Universa l Dec la ra t ion 
of Human R i g h t s . 

That i s why the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s again dec l a r e t h e i r r e ad ines s for 
co-opera t ion in the humani tar ian f i e l d today cons ide r ing such co -ope ra t ion an 
i n t e g r a l , i n sepa rab l e p a r t of the Comprehensive System of I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace 
and S e c u r i t y , which we urge a l l the w o r l d ' s n a t i o n s t o a c c e p t . In our 
op in ion , t he c e l e b r a t i o n of t h e f o r t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y of t h e Universa l 
Dec la ra t ion of Human Rights i s a good way of emphasizing t h a t a p p e a l . 

At i t s f o r t y - f i r s t s e s s i o n , t he United Nat ions General Assembly 
unanimously adopted a r e s o l u t i o n i n v i t i n g a l l member S t a t e s , in te rgovernmenta l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o mark t h i s da t e in an 
a p p r o p r i a t e manner. The r e s o l u t i o n con ta ins a l i s t of recommended measures 
for the c e l e b r a t i o n of the a n n i v e r s a r y . At i t s l a s t s e s s i o n , t h e 
fo r ty - second , the General Assembly aga in unanimously confirmed i t s i n v i t a t i o n 
t o a l l c o u n t r i e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

The s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s suppor t the above-mentioned r e s o l u t i o n s and w i l l 
respond t o the i n v i t a t i o n of the United Na t ions . The measures recommended in 
those r e s o l u t i o n s a r e c o n s i s t e n t with the p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s of t h e 
s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s in the s o c i a l and humani tar ian f i e l d , which aim a t an ever 
g r e a t e r democra t iza t ion ensur ing the d i r e c t p a r t i c i p a t i o n of every person in 
s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l and economic l i f e for the f u l l and e f f e c t i v e implementation of 
the whole complex of r i g h t s and freedoms in t h e i r e n t i r e t y and i n s e p a r a b i l i t y . 

The measures inc luded in United Nations General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n s 41/150 and 42/131 r e p r e s e n t only a model l i s t of p o s s i b l e 
a c t i v i t i e s in connect ion with the f o r t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y of the Univera l 
Dec la ra t ion of Human R i g h t s . In our view, t h i s l i s t can be en r i ched and 
d i v e r s i f i e d , both a t t he i n t e r n a t i o n a l and the r eg iona l and n a t i o n a l l e v e l s , 
for i t i s p r e c i s e l y t h i s t h a t se rves t o manifes t one of the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
f e a t u r e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l co -opera t ion on human r i g h t s - i t s c lose l i n k s t o 
n a t i o n a l p o l i c i e s and r e g i o n a l measures in the s o c i a l and humani tar ian f i e l d . 
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This a l s o c o n s t i t u t e s the d e s i r e of the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s - t o expand and 
i n t e n s i f y i n t e r n a t i o n a l co -ope ra t ion on a firm and s i n c e r e b a s i s for the good 
of the i n d i v i d u a l and of mankind a s a whole. 

I r eques t t h a t t h i s s ta tement be d i s t r i b u t e d a s an o f f i c i a l document 
under agenda items 8 and 18 of the f o r t y - f o u r t h s e s s ion of the Commission on 
Human Righ t s . 


