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THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND ITS APPLICATION TO 
PEOPLES UNDER COLONIAL OR ALIEN DOMINATION OR FOREIGN OCCUPATION 

L e t t e r d a t e d 18 F e b r u a r y 1988 from t h e Permanent R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of Sou th A f r i c a t o t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s O f f i c e a t Geneva a d d r e s s e d 

t o t h e Chairman of t h e Commission on Human R i g h t s 

The t e x t of document E / C N . 4 / 1 9 8 8 / L . 1 2 d a t e d 15 F e b r u a r y 1988 a n d 
e n t i t l e d * "The r i g h t of p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and i t s a p p l i c a t i o n t o 
p e o p l e s u n d e r c o l o n i a l o r a l i e n d o m i n a t i o n o r f o r e i g n o c c u p a t i o n » s i t u a t i o n 
i n s o u t h e r n A f r i c a " h a s been b r o u g h t t o my a t t e n t i o n . 

The c o n t e n t s of t h i s r e s o l u t i o n have o v e r t h e y e a r s r e f l e c t e d t h e 
c o m p l e t e a l i e n a t i o n of t h e Commission on Human R i g h t s from t h e r e a l i t i e s of 
d e v e l o p m e n t s i n t h e A f r i c a n s u b - c o n t i n e n t , t h e r e b y j u s t i f y i n g i t s c o n t i n u e d 
r e j e c t i o n by t h o s e c o n c e r n e d . The q u e s t i o n r e m a i n s n e v e r t h e l e s s a s t o what 
p o s s i b l e j u s t i f i c a t i o n t h e s p o n s o r s of t h e d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n can have f o r t h e 
i n c l u s i o n a t t h i s s e s s i o n of a n a r t i c l e s u c h a s t h a t c o n t a i n e d i n o p e r a t i v e 
p a r a g r a p h 7 , which p u r p o r t s t o r e j e c t c a t e g o r i c a l l y t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
i n i t i a t i v e i n Sou th A f r i c a "which f a l l s s h o r t of a c c e p t i n g t h e p r i n c i p l e of 
one man one v o t e i n a u n i t e d d e m o c r a t i c Sou th A f r i c a " . 

A p a r t from t h e p r e s u m p t i o n i n p r e j u d g i n g t h e outcome of t h e c u r r e n t 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i n i t i a t i v e s , t h e Commission h a s no mandate t o p r e s c r i b e t o a n y 
s o v e r e i g n Member S t a t e t h e n a t u r e of i t s C o n s t i t u t i o n . The e f f r o n t e r y of t h i s 
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paragraph is amply demonstrated by the inclusion among its sponsors of 
representatives of Member States whose current regimes have never deemed it 
necessary or desirable even to test their legitimacy or popular support by the 
holding of elections, however limited. Examples, in a not necessarily 
exhaustive list, are Afghanistan, Angola, Cuba, Ghana, Moxambique, Nicaragua 
and Nigeria. 

It is by acts such as these that the Commission sadly demonstrates, if 
further proof be needed, its irrelevancy in the search for a lasting 
constitutional settlement in southern Africa and itself provides the fullest 
justification for its increasingly unrealistic resolutions to be rejected out 
of hand by the South African Government. 

I should be grateful if this letter could be circulated as an official 
document of the session. 

(Signed) J.B. SHEARAR 
Ambassador and 
Permanent Representative 


