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LETTER DATED 6 NOVEMBER 1992 FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

I should like to refer to my recent report to the Security Council
(S/24767) conveying my proposals for the implementation of resolution
781 (1992). As mentioned in paragraph 3 (f) of that report, and in keeping
with operative paragraph 4 of the resolution, I should like to share with the
Council the information received by UNPROFOR so far on possible violations of
the ban on military flights in the airspace of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

There appear to have been some 24 flights of fixed or rotary wing
aircraft in the airspace of Bosnia and Herzegovina other than those exempted
in accordance with operative paragraph 1 of resolution 781 (1992). Details as
to the time and itinerary of these flights are attached in an annex to this
letter.

In addition to the above, on 26 October, an unidentified single engined
aircraft flying from the West overflew UNPROFOR check points in Sector North
and landed 8 km inside Bosnia and Herzegovina,

At this point, based on the information provided, it is not possible to
determine whether the flights detected were of a military nature and,
therefore, would fall under the ban established by the Security Council. Nor
was UNPROFOR in a position at the time to determine the airports from which
the aircraft concerned were operating. In order to establish whether a flight
in the airspace of Bosnia and Herzegovina constitutes a violation of the
provisions of Security Council resolution 781, it is essential to corroborate
the information obtained by technical means with observation on the ground.
The current deployment of a limited number of UNPROFOR personnel will
facilitate such observation, pending the full deployment of the resources and
personnel which has been proposed in my report of 5 November 1992.

However, you may wish to note that the specific allegation of an air
attack on 31 October at 10.45 a.m. conveyed to the Council by the Permanent
Representative of Bosnia and Herzegovina (S/24750 of 2 November 1992), cannot
be confirmed from the information available to UNPROFOR.
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As required, I will continue to report regularly to the Security Council
on any possible violations of the ban established under resolution 781 (1992).

(Signed) Boutros BOUTROS-GHALI
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