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CRGAN ZATION OF THE WIRK CF THE SESSI ON
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Letter dated 2 February 1988 fromthe Permanent Representative of the
Lhited States of Arerica to the Uhited Nations Gfice at Geneva addressed
to the Under-Secretary-General for Human R ghts

O behal f of ny Governnent, | have the honour to request that you
circul ate the enclosed statenent by President Reagan as an official docunment
of the forty-fourth session of the Conm ssion on Human R ghts under agenda

itens 3 and 12.

(Signed) Joseph Carlton PETRONE
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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Annex

PRESI DENTI AL STATEMENT MARKI NG THE CPENING OF THE UN TED NATI ONS
OCMM SSI ON ON HUMAN R GHTS MEETI NG | N GENEVA,  SW TZERLAND
(1 FEBRUARY, 1988)

This forty-fourth session of the United Nati ons Conm ssion on Human
R ghts takes place at a critical tine - when conditions for freedomhave
sel dom been nore favourable. The spread of denocracy and free elections in
Latin Arerica and Asia, and the desire for free narkets and human rights, hold
out a beacon for oppressed peopl es throughout the world. A witness to
mankind's desire for liberty and to the strength of soul possessed by
prisoners of conscience is our chief of delegation, Arnmando Val | adares, who
suffered for nore than two decades in Quban prisons as a political prisoner.
H s character and sense of purpose will serve us well in our diplomacy in the
Conm ssi on.

Many issues face this session. The Unhited Nations has repeatedly
affirnmed the right of self-determnation for the Afghan and Canbodi an peopl es
and depl ored overwhel ning human rights violations commtted by their
respective Soviet and M etnanmese invaders. The United Nations al so has
concerned itself with the serious human rights situation in the Islamc
Republic of Iran, whose Government continues to suppress fundanental freedons
and persecute menbers of the nminority Baha'i faith. The Commi ssion has
furthernore concerned itself with the human rights problens of Chile. W
intend to work closely with co-operative del egations to reach constructive and
hel pful resol utions on such issues as the practice of apartheid by the
South African Gover nnent.

Yet nuch remains to be done. One of the principal human rights violators
in the western hem sphere, Quba, has escaped attention for many years - but no
nore. The Whited States sponsored a resolution last year asking that
violations in Quba be placed on the agenda of the Commission, and we will do
so again this year. Religious intolerance, particularly in the Soviet Union,
continues to deprive mllions of the freedomto worship as they choose. The
freedomto emgrate, proclainmed by the Universal Declaration of Himan R ghts,
continues to be denied to | arge nunbers of people, including Soviet Jews, by
comuni st regimes. In spite of our best efforts, the practice of torture by
other Governnents continues. The abuse of psychiatry to repress politica
dissidents in the USSRis especially repugnant. VW will look for deeds, not
words, to satisfy world opinion that the USSR has ended this practice.

W nust not forget other victins of |ong-standing hunan rights abuses.
Among themare the Baltic nations of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania;, the
Turkish mnority in Bulgaria; the Paraguayans; and the peoples of Et hiopia,
the Denocratic Peopl e' s Republic of Korea, Viet-Namand N caragua, where
governnmental repression is a way of life.

As the trend toward denocracy throughout the world continues to gain
nonentum we wel cone efforts of the United Nations to accelerate that trend.
V¢ pledge our full participation in the struggle for respect for all human
rights.



